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I ., COLOSS. Il. x7. | - 
And whatſoever ye doe in word, or in deed, doe all in the Name of the | 


Of being Imitatours of Chriſt. | 


1 COR. IV. 16. Lo 


- 


I beſeech you be followers ; or, 1 exhort you be imitatours of me. p. 15. 


SER M. II. | 
Abiding in Chrift to be demonſtrated by walking as Chrift did. | 


J * 


Eo | | 1JOHNHI. 6. | | 
He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk as he 
walked. TEE. nd gt P. 28. 
EEE -...: 
Of Submiſſion to the Divine Will. , 
wo UKE XXIE 44 


Nevertheleſs let not my will, but thine be done. 5 


SERM. Y, VI, VII VIII, IX. 
| . . Of Comtentment. | 
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T have learned in whatever ſtate I am, therewith to be content. p. 49. 
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- Of Patience. + 


on 
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b I PET: IL ATI. | ; 


Becauſe alſo Chriſt ſuffered for us, leaving. us an example, that ye ſhould 
ollow his fteps. © | P. 110, 
M. Xl. | | : 


eVermore. 


F 


Rejoice evermore. 
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=  __, Keeg thy Heart with al diligence, Cc 
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V.. IV. 23. Eo” 
| Keep thy Heart with all diligence, &C. P: 134, I42- 


SER M. XIV, XV. | 
2 The Conſideration of our Latter End. 

k PSAL XC. 12. + 
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wiſedom. 
"Has ns . I54, 168. 

| SER M. XVI, XVIL | 

The danger and miſchief of delaying Repentance. 

__PSAL. CXIX. 60. | EE 
JI made haſte, and delayed not to keep thy Commandments. p. 182, 193. 


” 


SERM. XVIII XIX. 
| Of Induſtry in general. 


ECCLES. IX. 10. 
Whatſoever thy hand findeth to doe, doe it with all thy might. p. 203,215. | 
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SEEM EXE — | 
Of Induftry in our general Calling, as Chriſtians, 
| 4s Gentlemen, as Scholars. 
; ROM. XII 11. 


bY _ Not ſlothfull in buſineſs. | P. 227, 239, 246. 


- | 'SERM. XXIIL 
| —”, The unſearchableneſs of God's Judgments. 


- | ROM. XI. 33. US 
_ How wnſearchable are his Judgments, and his ways paſt finding out > - 


L SER M. XXIV, XXV, XXVL Xxvit 7 


| Of Obedience to our Spiritual Guides and Governours. : 
T9 ; HEB. Xl. rw. _ 
Obey them that have the rule over you. Þ- 269, 279, 289, 299. 
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2 TIM. Ill x. 
For: men ſhall be lovers of themſelves. 
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For men ſhalt be Iowers of t emſelves, &c. Ds Þ 335: 


Provide things honeſt in the ght of all men. 
R O M. XII. 17. 
Provide things honeſt in the fight of all men. " 'p. 343, 359: 


SERM. XXXIV, XXXV. 
Provide things honeſt in the fight of all men. 
2 © OR. VIIL. 2TI. 
Providing for honeſt things not onely in the fight of the Lord, but in the fight 


of Men. P: 373» 385- 
SER M. XXXVI, XXXVIL 


P- 399 409- 
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ROM. Il rx. 
For, There is no reſpett of perſons with God. 


| IX, XL, XLI, XLIL 
The Doftrine of Univerſal Re emption aſſerted and explain'd. 
i T I M. IV. 10. | 
God who ts the Saviour of all men, eſpecially of thoſe that 


P- 437» 453» 467 479+ 
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SER M. XLII. 
The Nativity of our Lord tidings of great joy. 


LUKE II. 10. 
And the Angel ſaid unto them, Fear not, for Behold, I bri you tidings 


of great joy, which ſhall be to all people. P- 491. 
SEK M. XLIV, 
The Sufferings of Chrilt foretold in the 01d Teſtament. 


ACTS II. 18. 
ut thoſe things, which God before had ſhewed by the mouth of all his 


Prophets, that Chrift ſhould ſuffer, he hath ſo fulfilled. $07. 
SER M. XLV. 
A Whitſunday-Sermon of the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 


ACTS I 38. | 
—— And ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt.  Þ-521- 


Feb. 11. '#) Alſton, R. P. D. Hen. 
16th: Lond. 3 Sacris. 
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And whatſoever ye doe in word, or in deed, doe all in the Name 
of the Lord: Feſus. | _ 


ever.ye doe in word, or deed: A duty we' ſee the 
oſtle 1njoins us of a large extent;and therefore ſure- 
ly. of a great importance; indeed-of an univerſal con= = 
; ſuch as. muſt go. along with, muſt run | : 
Il our words and all our actions. We are bp, 

therefore. much ob | much concerned to- attend thereto, and to | 
practiſe it carefully, - ſt we. mu E ; what it is ; the do- 
ing whereof depends upon underſt; the ſenſe of that phraſe ( doing " 20 
in the name of Feſus) being ſomewhat'ambiguous, and capable of divers . 
meanings; which both in common uſe, and in H. Scripture we find it to 4g 
ifterer of matt occaſions to. which 


, and ( as it were) 
we may be. 


os $ 
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Hatſo 
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Sh Of doing all in the Name of Chriſt. Vol. III. 
according to this acceF-tion I conceive 1t fateſt and belt to interpret Saint 
Paul's meaning here, ſuppoſing it to comprehend all the more ſpecial, 
and reſtrained meanings of this phraſe, truly applicable to the preſcar 
- matter; of which meabinch I ſhall endeavour in order to propound the 
chief; and together, both to unfold and to ineulcate the ſeveral reſpective 
branches of this duty. Yet firſt of all rejecting one or two, which can- 
not well be applied to this purpoſe, 
"To doe in another's name, doth ſometime denote the aſſuming another's 
perſon, or pretending to be the ſame with him, the very He. So, maxy 
Matt. 24. 5 ſhaÞ come i» my name, (Propheficd our Saviour ) ſaying, 7 am Chriſt: to 
doe thus in Feſus his name, is the part of an Antichriſt, and an Impoſtour. 
That ſenſe therefore hath nothing to doe here. 7 
Apain ; To doe in another's name, doth often imply doing alterius /o- 
co, Or vice ; in another's name, or ſtead, as a deputy, or ſubſtitute ; re- 
preſenting the perſon, or ſupplying the office of another. So did the 
Prophets come, and ſpeak in God's name ; what they declared, or injoined, 
Jer rs: being therefore ſaid to be declared, and injoined by God himſelf : 7 ſpate 
Tam. s. 10. #nto you, rifing up early, and ſpeaking ( viz. by the Prophets, whom he 
0. 5. 43 ſent, and who are faid to come and ſpeak in his name..) And thus the 
gg SDA Apoſtles ſpake in Chriſt's name: We are amBaſſadours for Chriſt ; we pray 
2 Cor. 5. 20. You bn'Chrift's Read, be reconciled. Thus alſo Princes govern, and Magi- 
Rom: 13: 4+ ſtrates execute juſtice in God's flame ; whence they are ſtiled Gods, as be- 
''” ing his Lieutenants, adminiſtring that judgment, which belongs original- 
ly and prineipally to him. Now for this ſofe, nheither is 1t ſo proper, or 
convenient here; it fgreeing onely t6 ſome patticular pexſons, and to 
ſome peculiar a&ions of them; infornuch, that others preſuming to at, 
according to that manner or kind, in Feſus his name, ſhall thereby become 
uſurpers, and deceivers. We ( and to us all this Precept is direCted.) 
ſhall heinouſly tranſgreſs our duty, doing any thing thus in his name, 
without his letters ot credence; without being ſpecially called or ſent; 
or being duly by him authorized thereto. 
Thete, and ſuch like ſenſes the preſent matter doth not well admit z 
wy reſt that ſute thereto I ſhall with fome diſtinQtion 1n order repre- 
ent, 


T. To doe in another's name ſometime doth hpi to doe it out of af- 
tetion or hononr to Another ; for. another's ſake, becauſe we love, or 
eſteem him; <- 7} aan being equivalent to Weng 78 owpares, and 

Marc.9. i 79 Oopes, Thus it is faid, Wheſoever fhall give you a enp of water 

$i io, 20 drink in my name; becauſe ye are Chrift's ( is added by way of in- 

41.  terpretation, that ts, out of reſpe& to Chrif, becauſe of your relation to 

24-9- him ) fbal not lofe his reward. And thus ſurely we ought to doe eve. 

Mars. T ry thing in Feſvs his name; all our ations ought to proceed from a 

Principle of gratefull love, and reverence toward our gratious Redeemer. 
3 Cor, 16, Let aff your aftions be done in charity, ſaith the Apoſtle ; if in charity 
14 to our neighbour, then much more in love to him, for whoſe fake we 
are eſpecially bound to love our neighbour. Upon any undertaking, or 
applying our ſelves to action, we ſhould fo refle& thereupon as to confi- 
der, whether that we are going about be apt to pleaſe him, and con- 
ducible to his honour ; if fo, remembring what he hath done and ſuf- 
fered for us { what excellent bleſſings he hath purchaſed for us , what 
excceding benefits he hath conferr'd upon us ) we ſhould out of love 
| Jo Dn: and 


Comp, 


—_ G4 n 
Xo fe 
"YE —— BD I w. 


PS 


and promote his. glory; Whether we eat, or drink, or whatever we doe , 


ts... Mit bd. em - 


Scrins 1 3 of "doihg all in the Name of Chriſt. : Y 3: 


and reſpe&t to him readily perform it ; but if it otherwiſe appear diſ- 
pleaſing, or dilhonourable to him, we ſhould, from the ſame ptinciples, ' , 
[refall dP it. The duty is certain, and the reafon thereof evi- 
dent.; for inducement to the practice thereof obſerve St. Paal's exam- 

ple ; who thus repreſents himſelf in the main employ ment of his life, a&+ 
ing ; The love of Chriſt conſtrajns as; judging thu, that be died for all, *Mnpiu- 
that they who 'lirve might not live to themſetves, but to him that died, and *, 


Ieuot $1); 


roſe for them : The love of Chriſt, begot and maintained by a conſidera- 1 Cor. g. 5, 
tion oft his great benefits conferred on him, was the ſpring that ſer Saint * 

Paul on work, that excited, and urged him forward toaftion. Thus do- 

ing, we ſhall doe 1n Feſus his name; but. if we a&t out of love to our i Theb. 2.5. 
ſelves (to promote our own intereſts, ro gratifie our own deſires, to pro. ®'% = 1: 


PE. . . : I Per, » 20 
' cure credit or praiſe-to our ſelves) we aCt onely in our own names, and Philip. 1. 19. 
for our own fakes; not in the name, or for the fake of Fe/we. Matt. 23. 5+ 


IT. Todoe in another's name implies doing ( chiefly ) for the intereſt, 
or advantage of another; upon another's behalf or accompt ; as the ſer- 
vants,. or ta&ours of another. For, when the buſineſs is another's, and 
the fruit, or benefit emergent belong to another, he that proſecutes that 
buſineſs, may well' be, and is commonly ſuppoſed to- at in that other's 
name. Thus our Saviour is in St. John's Goſpel exprefled ro come, to Job. 7. 18.8. 


peak, to att in God's name; becauſe he did God's buſineſs ( the work 77 £5 


. which Ged gave him to accompliſh ) and entirely ſought the glory of God, 28. 5. 3, 4 


as he there himſelf often avouches, and profeſſes. And thus ( in imitati- 
on of him) ought we alſo to doe all things in his name ; remembring 
that we are not our own men, but the ſervants of Feſus (ſervants to him |; cor. 5 19. 
not onely by nature, as to our Maker and Preſerver ; but by purchaſe, 7: 23: 
as to. our Redeemer, who bought us with the greateſt price; and by 792.5: "2. 
compact alſo , we baving freely undertaken his ſervice, and expeQting Rom. 14. 8, 
wages from him ) that we have therefore no buſineſs or employment * 
properly our own, but that all our buſineſs-is(or ſhould be) to ſerve him, 
we ſhould doe aff to the glory of our Lord. Whatever, I ſay, we doe, cndoian 
we therefore ſhould perform it with this formal reference, as it were, to- 
ward Jeſas, as his ſervants, from-conſcience of the duty we owe to him; 
with intention therein to ſerve him ; in expeQation of reward onely 
from him. 'So doth St. Paul ( in proſecution of this fame precept ) be- 
neath in this Chapter injoin us, that whatever we doe, we perform it color. z. 22, 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing ( or conſidering ) that 23- 
from- the Lord we ſhall receive the recompence of the inheritance ; for that 
we ſerve the Lord Chriſt. 1n like manner otherwhere he teaches us to Eph 6. 5,9- 
doe what we doe not as pleaſers of men (not upon any inferiour accomprs) 
ra a ſervants of Chriſt, knowing and confidering that we have a Maſter in 

eaves, But, | 


III. Doing in another's name imports frequently doing by the ap- 
pointment and command, or by the commiſſion and authority of ano- 
ther. *Ey Taig. Suvapua, xg) co mow wiuan, By what power , and in a8 4 1- 
'what name have ye done theſe things , fay the High Prieſts to the Apo- 
{tles? that is, Who did appoint, or Calories you to doe thus ? their 
anſwer was ready ;. In the name of Jeſus , who had ſent, commiſſiona- . _ 
ted, and commanded them to Preach, and propagate that Doftrine. And = ®-of 9k 


2 thus 54 17. 16. 
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LY 


4 


Of doing all.in the. Nezme of Chitift, | Vol. 1lI 


Luc. 24. 47+ 
2 Cor. 5+ 20» 
1 Cor. & 11. 
2 Thel. 3: 6. 


rhas we are alſo bound to doe all things-in the name-of Jeſgs , reguls 
ting all gur aCtions by. his Law; confermingour whole lives.to his will ; 
ating, not. onely out of good principles ( principles. of love and conſei- 
ence-) but according; to right rules ; the rules, of. his word, and.exam- 
ple, which he hath, declaredg.and preſcribed to us:-for what is done be- 
ſide his warrant and will, cannot. be-rightly eſteemed done in his name; 
will not as ſo'be avowed, or accepted by him no unjuſt or impious 


Joh. 15. 2%,a@tion will he upon any terms countenance, or patronize.* It was once 


Matt. 7+ 23» 


Luc. J Zo, 26s 


a-fampys ſaying, AU miſchief begins innomine Domini; and muth ſure- 
ly, more than one way, hath been done under: the like notion, or pre- 
tence; but this will not ſerve to exeuſe the doing of that, in.the. day 
of final reckoning for our actions, ' For , there will be many ( we are 
taught) that ſhall:in- that day by ſpecious profeſſions of having done this 
or that in Chriſt's name, veil their tranſgreſſions, and their neglects of dury, 
ſaying, Lord, Lord, have we nit in thy name propheſied; and in thy name 
caſt out Devils, and in thy name done many wonderfull things 2 who yet, our 
Lord himſelf aſſures us, ſhall have this reply made to them, 7 never &rew 
you, depart from me ye workers of iniquity. There will be thoſe, that thall 
claim acquaintance with Chri/t in ſuch terms : Lord, we have eaten ant 
drank before thee ; and thou haſt taweght in our ſtreets ; whom yet our 
Lord will diſclaim with a, Depart ye from me, af} ye- workers of iniquity : 
'Tis not,, we ſee, Propheſying in Chriſt's name ( or, Preaching about 
him )mor | frequent: attendance upon thoſe who -doe fo; not ſpeaking 
much or hearing ;much concerning him ; 'tis not having great-gifts or 
endowments conferrd. by Chrif# ( not even fo great as that of work- 
ing Miracles ) tis, not familiar converſe with Chri/; or making fre- 
ent addreſſes to him; that can ſanGiifie all a man's ations, or fo enti- 
tle them to-the name of Chr:/f,, as to ſecure his/perſon from being difa- 
vowed and rejected by Chriſt; 'tis -onely the: conforming -all our adti- 
ons. to his holy Laws, that can-aſſureus ro be acknowledged:and accept- 
ed by. him. This I could with they: would conſider, who ſeem, by fuck 
pretences, to- commend, or excuſe their aftions, although otherwiſe: irte- 
gular and plainly contrary to the laws of Chrift ; ſach as thoſe of being 
meek and-charitable toward all-men'; living peaceably gur ſelves, and 


5 


endeayguring to promote peace among, others ; abftaining-from raſh and 


hard cenſures ; trom reviling and, detaming /others; paying reverence 
and , obedience to; Superiours; and the like Laws of Chrzft, not onely 


- 


expreſs. and manifeſt,.but even of the higheſt 'rank' and conſequence; a- 
mogg them; being mainly conducing to that which our Lord eſpecial- 


$234 » y 


ly-tenders, the publick welfare and benefit of mankind ;: the violation 
whereof: cannot be juſtified by pretending any..ſpecial regard whatever 
to Chrz/?, or any collateral energies done,', whether truly or feem- 
ingly,.in his name. . We do but.deteive our ſelves, if we: conceit, thar 
becauſe we think much, or ſpeak much of Jeſus; or have a zeal for 
ſomething good, all our. ations are done in his name;- No; it onely can 


be ſally impreſſed upon, can warrant and fandtifie actions truly good 


wt, - 4 


reeable to his-Law ; it were: an abuſe and forgery to: doe it; like. 


_ ſamping. the King's Bay ( or. Image ) on« counterfeit «metal; upon 

braſs r tin, inſtead bf gold or filver.. Good: intention and-good princi- 
ples. are indeed (as it were )' the form and ſoul. of good actions; but 
their being; juſt.and' lawfull are the body and matter of them; neceflari- 
ly. alſo- concurring to: their eſſence and integrity 3 they .cannot ſubſiſt 


without 


L's 

i 

© a 22 
Rr 
EPs, P 
HRP 
£30 
: A 4 
"9 
= 

7 


3 "I yy 
x wo” ny zud Re hs 2 OY Rs 5s «ns, ods 
(\ 2 5.0 bo 4 4, as "wg. 0 'o AD" ©) be bh) fe ET Þ '. : Sets 
A IR SENS KG. or ML 8 Wy 222 2p, ARR dons oh TT I 
4 ». 1 C LL % . tot 4 « 
; 2 6; (i oe STICE $49; SS ISL [TS 
: # "dls" Cue 5 5 Ag WEE 8 1 


A bar a0 EIGEN? 
FR 3K. et 
RL PPS. 

MN Bets wat» 
" 


CORES; 


_ * ” Ae en, h, PP O'S > Lon” TEN tho Fe " Za Kent PT HT 15 By OT ES FITS " 
ns nd OY OE Is ENTS 0 EE ee hes Po Wo 01 OG 
2, 4 MA AE ar tr ES n v7 A wh.  W0 * 
: : 3 fees LORDS 2” Bd F; 
A LG 261 ea SER | s e; F A * 3 
. a PRE BEE we 9: 3 Ee, ( fy, IE SIS Es et 
ons Roe Theta NG F Cota: bd. A rna $I uy Ad 2 $i 46 ef 
$3 PI. - Ss. » q A ah qd 'q 4 D þ 
G - , - wn Lak # ( "RS 3s 07. * 0 [a 
Wt” } | ; WE 
*. 4 ' x T », 
g »*. b) 5 . Y 
n n al i ; 
7 
w fq 
4 F + 
nf > F 
þ 1 bs ; 
% 
bw b 
- 
- 
. 


"4, b 
b | F 


* 


'Wit 


FR 4 
res 
(03 


Treat preſumption and abuſe ; ſuch ,as would be: committed, if to a 
Chas of foul hue, and-ugly* features, we ſhould attribute the name 


iining and: inquiring of our ſelves; What did my Maſter in this or the 
like caſe ; Yo I doe the fame thing, dp I at from: the ſame principles, do ; 
I prpeced:th the ſame manner as: he did; am I herein his diſciple and | 


F 


follower 2 if ſo, ut his name let me go.on chearfully, if not let me for- 
bear. Doing thus will not be onely according to our duty, but an eſpe- 


cial help and furtherance of good practice. 


” P97 ES © 'Ev To 9- 
miſt) will we puſh down our enemies, in thy name will we throw down thoſe vouen- Lxx. 
that hate us, icky 4 thee, and'in thy name ſignifie the ſame thing,) So - og 4: 
aft out Devils, and perform their other miracles in Fe- Mate. 9: 22: 
by , wi 9 OW he We $ens vj þ + RI end; - TSS. * : CT os « by 
ſus his name '( 912 78 obuelos, by bis-name, 'tis ſometime exprefied ) Mare: 9-38 
SO OP POL TKE,. 2 tet Þ AR. 3. 6. 4 
2 divine virtue imparted [from him. 'To this I add another «6, 45. 


ſearce different: ( at leaſt as to our purpoſe ) from that, ac- Job. 17. 1. 


Lo 3 


weapon and defence : Thus alfo did the 
in Fe/#s his name ; £7 75 me 75 00d 


H. 


ſtrong; that is, we did onely truft in his divine: power, | 


$ e : n x 


that power. on''to his 
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ſtrength. And thus alſo is ir our duty o doeallhing our FRET 
_ with faith and ROPE, in him ; ; "wholly a, i "gt | upon hi m for di- 
rection and aſſiltence ; expecting ; from him - ogely a blef {ing and 
iſſue of our undertakit nce of our ow 
wiſedom , or ability 3 or in affiance upon the fe pos ah perſon 
or thing , we doe. in our own name, or in the name of that thing ( or 
that perſo pron vhom we ſo canfide ; to our ſelves, or to ſuch ni. 
rics we ſhall'be ready to attribute the ſucceſs, and to rende the glory 
Hab. 1. 16- of the performance ; g/oryim in Our 01 own abr and ſacrificing to ohr net. 
But what we undertake onely deper log par our Lord for ability, and 
ſucceſs may therefore bear his name, e our faith derives the power 
from him, which enables us h pi y. Fes perfor it; ſo that the perfor- 
mance may truly be attributed to him, and to him we ſhall be apr ro 
aſcribe it. And thus, I ſay, we are certainly obliged to doe every thing 
in his name ; ( in his name alone; ): retaining a conſtant fenſe both of 
our own infirmity, and of the impotency of all other created. things ; 
and conſequently a total diffidence both in our ſelves, and in them ; but 
repoſing' all our truſt in'the direfion, and affiſtence of our All-wiſe, and 
an x6. I ge. hoc Lord; of Jeſus, to whom all power in heaven and earth a given 
Joh. 3 35. - (who indeed had it originally by nature asGod; but alſo fart rther hath ac- 
15.3 17-5: quired it by deſert and purchaſe) into whoſe hands all tl things are given; 
Eph. 1. 22. and all things are put under his feet ; who hath obtaine d thus power in 
1 Cor-15-27- deſign to ſe it for ou? good; and is thereby always e ady 7 to help 


Phil. 2: 9. hereby alx 
apoc. 5,12. our need ;'if we have recourſe unto himy and rely 


other confidences not ſubordinate to him. 'To doe fois a [ ity evident 
7 gound) 6 we won the rae of the thing a won will 
p command of God; to doc otherwiſe i is n0- lefs' a palp: lpa le f 


Eccl. 9. 11. The rate ts not to the WE, nof any ther c created thi LM N g any power, a it 
ſwiſt , nor the -battel to the frong. than ſuch as he is pleaſed freely to diſpenſe ; and 
- Which is not contionally both for its being and its 
I» Jrengh ſhell m no evalh,  legoy ſubje& to him, fo tha 
] IAIſh 2+» Yo Cn 
Pfal. 33+ 17. 146. 44: 3- * ſure ſubtra&t It, or obſt uv! 
ſaved by the multitude'o 
If. 36. 6. y 
_ mat Shue 6 yy much re. 
"fa. 43» at —— Beſs me Nets, thing for ſafety : W Wis E " 
is 0 Savioure '\ Not, upon any created OW! 
Hol. 13- 4, Io» Plal. 106, 21, '.rance of ſucceſs 1 in nndertaking - it. 
| ing upon a' breten wet which cannot. 
and will pierce our hands') both a vain ar 
chievous RT Tier ; that will abuſe vs, bringing both diſappointme; 
and guilt upon us; the guilt of in ging our Lor | many ways; Wy ar 
rogating-to our ſelves, or gning to others what he Sy Nor 
_ and og rok $4 of ' right belong \to him; wit dra the 
good negle: C mt "io uſe char os ngth which he < 7 dearly pur 
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Serm. I, Of doing all in the Name of Chriſt. 


that cannot be withſtood ; upon a goodneſs that hath no limits ; upon a 
fidelity that can never fail. For that we act with an humility, and ſo- 
briety of mind ſutable to our condition, and to the reaſon of things ; for 
thac we thereby declare our good opinion of him as onely able, and very 
willing to doe us good ; for that we render him his juſt honour and due ; 
we comply with his earneſt deſires; we promote his gratious deſigns of 


mercy and kindneſs toward us. Heace is it that eve- 
q greatly encourages this duty of truſting alone in 37, ig. 65.4. $1. 4. 
him ; that he ſo ill reſents, and ſo ſtrongly deters 23 55: 2- 112. 7. 
from the breach or omiſſion thereof; 7hus ſaith the 
Lord, Curſed be the man that truſteth in man, and Jer. 14.8. 

maketh fleſh his arme , and whoſe heart departeth J* 11-526 0% 
from the Lord ; for he ſhall be like the heath in the 

deſart; and ſhall not ſee when good cometh, but ſhall inhabit the parched 
places in the wilderneſs ; in a ſalt land and not inhabited. Bleſſed is the 
man that truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord is; for he (hall be 
4s a tree planted by the waters, and that ſpreadeth out her roots by the 
river; and ſhall not ſee when heat cometh; but her leaf ſhall be green; 
and ſhall not be careful in the year of drought, neither ſhall ceaſe from 
yielding fruit : thus in that place, thus in innumerable others we are 
threatned not onely with diſappointment, and bad ſucceſs in our under- 
takings, but with ſevere puniſhment, if we betake our ſelves to other 
ſuccours, and negle& ot diſtruſt; or (in ſo doing) deſert God ; but are 
encouraged, not onely with aſſurance of proſperous ſucceſs, but of addi- 
tional rewards, if entirely in our proceedings we depend upon and ad- 
here to God. Thus we thould doe in all ( even our moſt common and 


ordinary ) affairs, which no leſs than the reſt are ſubje& to his power, wart. ro. 29; 
and governed by his care. For you know how St, Fames doth repre- 30- 


hend it as a piece of naughty boaſting and arrogance, to ſay, The mor- 
row we will go to this City, and ſlay there a year, and trade and gain; in- 
ſtead of ſaying, if the Lord will we will live, and doe this or that; that is, 
to. refolve upon, undertake, or profecute any affair without ſubmiſſion to 
God's will, and dependence on his providence: but eſpecially we ought, 
in mattefs and a&tions more ſpiritual, to practiſe this duty ; for that to 
the performing of theſe, we have of our ſelves a peculiar impotence and 
unfitneſs; needing therefore a more ſpecial afſiſtence from our Lord ; 
that the ſucceſs of them more particularly depends upon him ; that the 
glory of then in an eſpecial manner is appropriate, | 


and. ( as it were) confecrate to him. If it be a fol *oun 35 dr3pdrww m Zr 13 
ly and a crime, to think we cafidoe any thing with- © = 96s owarapezs 6 mer'- 


out God, 'tis much more fo tothink we can doe any ** 33 13: 
thing good without him ; *tis-an arrogance, 'tis an 

idolatry , tis a facrilege much more vain and wicked to doe ſo. To 
1Magine that we can, by the force of our own reaſon and reſolution , 
atehueve any of thoſe moſt high and hard enterprizes, to which, by the 
rules of vertue and piety we are engaged; that we can, by our own con- 
duct and prowels, encounter and withſtand, defeat and vanquiſh thoſe ſo 
craity , ſo mighty enemies of our falvation (' our own fleſhly deſires; 


the menaces and allurements of the workd; the flights and powers of - 


darkneſs ) is much a worſe preſumption', than in other affairs of great- 
cſt difficulty to expect ſucceſs without the Divine afſiſtence and _ 
Ing; 3 


in H. Scripture God ſo highly commends, + Pla 145: 5. 4044: 44:5. 33. 12, 
147 I. 34. 22- . 125: Ie 


Ia. TP & 87. I3« $0» 7. 20. 2 
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ſing ; than in other moſt dangerous battels, to think we can, Zy our own. 
Plal. 44.6. bow, and by our own ſpear ſave our ſelves; that we can obtain victory 


otherwiſe, than from his hand and diſpoſal, who is the Lord of Hoſts. 


Reaſon tells us, and experience alſo ſhews, and our Saviour hath expreſly 
Joh. 15.5. faid it, That ( in theſe things ) without him ( without his eſpecial in- 
fluence and bleſſing ) we can doe nothing ;* he tells us, that we are bur 
branches, inſerted into him 3 ſo that, without continually drawing ſap 
from him, we can have no life or vigour ſpiritual. The wiſeſt and. be 
of men, have, by their praftice, taught us to acknowledge ſo much; to 
depend wholly upon him, to aſcribe all to him in this kind. Why (fay 
St. Peter and St. Fohx ) do ye wonder at this; or why gaze ye upon us , 
as if by our own power, or piety, we had made this man walk 2 His 
name ( the name of Jeſus ) through faith in his name, hath made this 
man ſtrong: that acknowledgment indeed concerns a miraculous work ; 
but ſpiritual works are in reality no leſs, they requiring as much. or more 
of virtue ſupernatural, or the preſent interpoſition of God's hand to ef- 
tect them z they make leſs ſhew without, but need as great efficacy with- 
Joh.14- 12. in ; ſo our Saviour, it ſeems, did imply, when he faid, He that believes 
in me, the works that I doe he ſhall doe, and greater works than theſe. 
Every good and faithfull man doth not -work Miracles , yet ſomewhat 


greater, it ſeems, by the grace of Chriſt, he performs : However , to 


Philip. 4. 13. theſe St. Paul referr'd , when he affirm'd, 7 can doe all things in Chriſt 


that fRrengthntth me ; nothing was ſo hard that he feared to attempt , 
that he deſpaired to maſter and go through with by the help of Chri/; 


2 Cor. 3- 5. and , Not ( faith he again ) that we are. ſufficient of Our. ſelves to 


think any thing of our ſelves ; but our ſufficiency is of God: he was as - 


ſenſible of his own inability, as he was confident in the gratious help 
of Chriſt. Thus ſhould we doe all things in the name of Jeſus; and 
'tis not onely a duty to doe it , but it may be-a great encouragement 
to us, that we are. capable of doing it; a great-comfort to conſider , 
that in all honeſt undertakings , we have 1o ready, and ſo ſure an aid 
'Ov4i» «- to ſecond and further us in them; confiding in which, nothing is ſo dif- 
Swan ficult, but we may eaſily accompliſh ( a grain of faith will be able to 
Mart. 19. 20. 1emove mountains ; ) nothing is ſo hazardous, bur we may fafely ven- 
21. 21: ture on (walking on the ſea, treading upon ſerpents and ſcorpions ; da- 


Luc. IT» 6. - | . | —Y 
Matt. 14, 26+ TING all the power of the enemy. ) » In his name we may, if our duty or 


Luc, 10, 19. go0d reaſon calls us forth ( how ſmall and: weak ſoever, how deſtitute 


ſoever of defenſive arms , -or weapons offenſive) naked and unarm'd', 
with a ſling and a ſtone, go out againſt the biggeſt, and beſt armed 
Philiſtize, nothing doubting of victory: our weakneſs it ſelf {if we be 
humbly conſcious and ſenſible thereof ) will be an advantage to us (as 
it was to St. Pau/;) to all effe&ts and purpoſes the grace of our Lord 

2 Cor, 12. 9 wif be ſufficient for us, if we apply it, and truſt therein. But far- 
ther, 


VI. To doe in another's name may denote, to doe it with ſuch regard 
to another, that we acknowledge ( that, I ſay, we heartily and thank- 
tully acknowledge) our hope of proſpering in what we-doe ; our ex- 
pectation of acceptance, favour, or reward to be grounded on him ; 
that they are procured by his merits and means; are beſtowed onely 

Joh. 14. 13. for his ſake. 'Thus our Saviourbids us to offer our prayers in his name ; 


1%. I 16, 


_—_ that is, repreſenting unto God his meritorious performances in our be- 


half, 


\ 


£442) 


Bos 7 
Dt, 
EY : 


© taken for it; That our race had forfeited, and was fallen from God's fa- Rom. 2. 23. 


ing from mercy and kindneſs; now what we honeſtly endeavour, we AR. 3. 45. 


. taking occaſion to render thanks to God, as for his ſake being mercifull 


| Of doing all in the Name of Chriſt, 9 


half, as the ground of our accels to God, of our hope to obtain from him J.._ 

what we requeſt. So alſo we arenjoined to give thanks in hi, name ; Eph. 5. 20. 

thar is, with perſuaſion and acknowledgment, that onely in reſpe& to * *" 

him we become capable to receive, or enjoy any good thing ; that in cf- 

fe&t, all the bleſſings by divine mercy vouchſafed us have been procured 

by him for us, are through him conveyed unto us. And thus alſo we 

ſhould doe all things in the name of 7eſus, offering all our deeds to God, 

as ſacrifices and ſervices unworthy of acceptance, both in themſelves, and- 

as proceeding from us; but pleaſing, and acceptable to God onely for his 
ſake. We ſhould doe well, upon ail occaſions, to remember oyr natural 

condition, and the general ſtate of mankind ; ſuch as it was before he 3 
did undertake, fuch as it would have continued ſtill, had he not under- - 


Senm. I. 


vour ; having injur'd him Leyond all power of making him any repara- $4.37, 
tion or fſatisiaCtion ; that thence it was ſecluded from all means and 
hopes apparent of happineſs, was expoſed and tended downright. unto 
miſery ; that we conſequently had no ground to hope, that God (from 
whom no leſs in mind and in deed, than by reaſon of our guilt and ſtate 
of condemnation we were eſtranged ) would, in kindneſs, beſtow any 
good upon us, or from us accept favourably any thing we ſhould doe. 
But that, by our Saviour's performances, the caſe is alterd; He, by his 
intire obedience, having fo pleaſed God, by his patient ſubmiſtion to 
God's will, having ſo appeaſed his anger, and fatisfid his juſtice, that 
God is not onely reconcil'd, but hath an eſpecial favour, bears an earneſt 
g00d-will toward us. That now the good things we poſleſs, we may 
truly eſteem as bleſſings, and enjoy them with real, comtort, as proceed- 


may hope ſhall pleaſe God; now we have a free acceſs to God, and may Eph. 2. 17. 
chearfully preſent our facrifices of duty and devotion, with a full per- 3:** 
ſuaſion that they ſhall be accepted. But all this happineſs, all theſe ta- Oe” 
vours and privileges, we muſt always remember to come from the con- Eph» 1-6. 
. tinued procurement and mediation of the Beloved ; fo as ever to be 

ready to acknowledge it, and to return our thanks therefore. To this 

ſenſe that our Apoſtle here had an eſpecial regard, the words immediate- 

ly following imply — Doing all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, gi- 
wing thanks to God, and the Father by him; that is, in all things we doe, 


and bountifull to us; beſtowing upon us the good we enjoy , blefling 
our endeavours, accepting our performances. We muſt not conceit , 
that any gre, any mercy, any favour, any reward is due to us in equi- 
ty, is in effect conferr'd upon us upon our own perſonal ſcore (for, how 3 
mean things are we 1n comparifon of his greatneſs, how vile and filthy 1 
things muſt we appear to his moſt pure, and all-diſcerning eyes; how I 
. unworthy of his regard and of his aftetion muſt we needs take our 
ſelves to be, it we do but well conſider, and are acquainted with our 
ſelves? ) But that in him ( 7. e. for his fake, and by his means )) God Ephel r. 3, 
hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings ; in him ze jruow pas, * 
God hath favoured, and caſt his grace upon ws; valuing us notwithſtand- 
Ing all our imperfeCtions; loving us, notwithſtanding all the ſpots with 
which we are defiled ; notwithſtanding all the offences we have: com- 
mitted; for the relation and alliance we have to Jeſus. Nor muſt we 
look on our ſervices (the beſt we are able to perform) as in themſelves 
To gratefull 
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ratefull or fatisfa&ory : For all of them, if we mark them well, we 
{hall find not onely quite unprofitable to God, but very defective in ma- 
ny reſpe&s ; for, Who can ſay, he performs any thing both in kind, in 
manner , in degree thoroughly right and good ; with that ardency of 
love he owes to God, with that purity of intention, with that earneſt 
vigour of ſpirit , with that undiſtrafteqneis of mind, with which he 
ſhould perform it? No; in all our flock we cannot pick out a facri- 
fice entire and uribkemiſhed ; ſuch as God requires , ſuch as duty exaCts 
of us. They need therefore ( all our ſervices need ) to be commended 
and completed by the beloved Son his perietly well-pleafing perfor- 
mances ; they need to be cleanſed and hallowed, by paſfing through the 
| Heb. 9. 26, hands of our moſt Holy and undefiled High-prieſt : to become ſweet and | 


Eph. $. 2. 
Rev. 8. 3, 5+ 


ſavoury ( or to receive that 5oplw fuaNzs, which St. Paul ſpeaks of ) 
from being offered up in his cenſer. In fine, as all our aCtions ſhould, in 


our intention, be works of religion dedicated to God's ſervice and ho- 
nour ; ſacrifices, as it were, of gratitude and homage to God ; fo they 
ought all to be offered up in the name of Jeſus. | I add farther, 


VII. Laſtly, that to doe in the name of Feſus, may well imply doing 
with invocation of him : thus we may underſtand that place of St. Fames, 
Jam. 5. 14 Where the elders are adviſed 70 et and andint the ſick' in the Lord's 


name ; for, to anoint them , imp 
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1 Theſs. $5.17. Luc. 18. I. 
Rom. 12. 12. Coloſs. 4.2. 


'Exn yo {. 


oring our Lord's bleſſing upon them , 
and upon thoſe means uſed for their cure. And 
thus St. Chry/ofome expounds the words ; doe all in 
Jeſus his name, that 7s, faith he, #mploring him for 


your helper in all things; always firſt praying to him 
undertake your buftneſs. ey ef "wil indeed 


Chriſten, and conſecrate our a@ions; for all things 
( faith our Apoſtle ) are ſanitified by the word of 
God, and prayer ; that is, by God's blefſing implored, 
and obtained by prayer; ( or, if God's word be 
there taken for his law, or revealed will, it is there 
ſignified, that our ations are not onely ſandifted 
by their lawfulneſs, or cotiformity to that good rule, 
God's declared will; but alſo by the invocation of 
his name ; however ) -all-our a&tions, it ſeems, are 
unhallowed and profane, if not accompanied with 


devotion. That to doe thus is our duty, 'appears 


by thoſe frequent injunCtions, to pray indefinently, 
to pray always, to abide inſtantly m prayer; which 
do not onely import, that we ſhould pray often, and 
continue with'patience , and earneſtneſs in prayer; 
but that we ſhould annex it to, or interpoſe it a- 


mong all our a&tions , undertaking 'nothing ( at leaſt of conſideration 


or moment ) with 


Luc. 11» 36s Eph.*6. 18, 


* Eph. 5. 19. *Ey xegdig- 


Phil 4 6,7- And ( more explicitely otherwhere faith he, ) 


out it. We ſhouſd doe it (our Saviour commands ) 


% Tarn X94, that is, on every occafron ; and Saint 
Paul gives the fame direQtion ; Prayzng , ſays he, 
er 7avri giz , on all opportunities, with all prayer 
and ſupplication in ſpirit ; (in ſpirit, that is, I take 
it , * n our hearts at leaſt, and with ſecret elevati- 
ons of our mind, if not with.our mouth and yoice, ) 
Be carefull for nothing, 

but 
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but in every thing ( in-all your affairs ) by prayer _ 
þ and ſapplication, with thankſgiving, let your requeſts : igang EE hoe Mn 
= - ' be made known to God. _ And thus to doe ( tO AC- rant; at rerum agendarum, ita dicen- 

 _ , company all our undertakings with prayer ) we are ks, ory” 4  precationibus caperetur ; 
| Gs , | | nihil rite , mhilque providenter 
| indeed Concern d upon many \GECOMPTS. We need ines fine Deorum immortalium ope , 
God's direction (being our ſelves very blind and confilio, howre auſpicarentur. Plin. in 
ignorant ) in-the choice of what we attempt ; that = mo 
our ends and deſigns may. be. good ; conducible to , Job: 18: 7: IL 30, 1. Hole 10. 6. 
God's honour and our own true advantage. For, as 5, 94.2 Yes Pr 
EF the Prophet tells us, The way of man. is not in him- Fer. 10. 23. 
3 ſelf, neither is it in man that walketh to dirett his LE 
*  F/eps; And, as the Wiſeman adds, Man's goings #1912924 16.9. 

are of the Lord, how then:can a man underſtand his | 

: - own way. ?. (implying, ſince God onely knows what 1s beſt for us, that 
'F we of our ſelves, without. his direction, know not what to doe, whither 
, to goe: ).the H. R/almiſt ſignifies the ſame in thoſe words ( very en- | 
couraging to the pradtice of this duty.) What man 75s he that feareth the Pal. 25. 12, 
Lord ? { that feareth him, that is, who worſhippeth him, and ſeeketh © 


eedings). that which the Wiſeman' ſeems to call, the eſtabliſhing of our Prov. 16. s. 
thoughts; and promiſes, as a conſequence, upon our ſeeking God's afliſt- 
ence in our ations, and relying thereon; Commit, ſaith he, thy works un- 

* #0 the Lord, and thy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed; ( thou ſhalt drive on 
thy. good purpoſes ſteadily, -without ſtumbling or falling ; at leaſt irre- : / 
coyerably... So the P/alms/t aſlures-us concerning a good man: (The pu, z7. +4, 

eps of a good man are ordered by the Lord ; none of his ſteps ſhall ſlide ; 24- 17. 31- 


though he fall, he ſhall- not utterly be.caſt down; for the Lord upholdeth 
him with his hand. We-alſo farther, as to the final ſucceſs of our aftairs, 
ſtand in need of God's bleſſing; that-he; upon whoſe will altogetheride- 
- pends the diſpoſal of all events, ſhould beſtow a good iſſue unto our en- 
deayours, that they prove.not matter. of diſcouragement, or diſcomfort 
tous; that which alſo the P/almift aflures us of obtaining, upon condition pau. 1. 5. 
of our .imploring and depending upon God for it ;- Comme thy way (faith 115: 5, 133: 
/ he) unto the Lord; truſt alſo in him, and be ſhall bring it to paſs. We 


n 
£5 


.do thus need, in all our affairs, the direQion, aſſtiitence and bleſſing of our ” I 


Lord ; but ſhall not have them withaut-prayer ; for, _ | 2 

the rule is,  As# and, have, ſeek and find; without | y_ Il. 9, 10. Joh 14. 13. \ I 

0 PS 5 10, | EVE *n_ hs 1 « 4 » . - [3 IO, 4 

asking we are not likely to obtain thoſe gifts; with- _ Hg ; 
_ out ſeeking we muſt not hope to find: thoſe benefits from God. If we 


are ſo'proud, as to think we. do not need them,'or-ſo-negligent, as not to 
mind them; 'or ſo diſtruſtfull of the divine power or: goodneſs, that we 
imagine he cannot or will not afford then to us;.:we are like to be fo 
unhappy as to want them.. God expedts from us, thar we ſhould, in 

; Whatever. we doe, acknowledge him; (tis the Wiſemar's expreſſion , 

XZ 1» all thy ways acknowledge. him, and he ſhall dirett thy paths; ) acknow- erov. z. 6. 

} | ledge him as the onely taithfull guide and; counſellour;-as the onely ſuf 

" ficient helper and prote&our; as- the - onely free. arbitratour and do- 
jour of good. ſucceſs... Nothing therefore-is well dons , whicl is not 
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Gen. 23- 7- 


Gen. 43+ I4+ 


1 Pet. $. 7. 


' fo ful 
it ariſe, but from our negle of this duty 2 for, having committed our 
buſineſs into fo fure a hand, how could we farther be folicitous about 


thus done; we cannot be fatisfi'd in what we doe, we cannot Hor for a 
comfortable end thereof z we catinot expe n bleſſing from God, if we 
have refuſed, or if we have n re recommending our proceedings 
to his care. We can, I ſay, doe nothing; not ear, not goat ; y ke 
not travell, not ſkudy with any true content,any reaſonable : ay 
ſatisfactory hope, it we have not firſt humbly- implored God's 
CONE £ our c els, and our buſineſs into his hand, that hand, which 
diſpenſerh a , which alone can kee _ all dange r and. miſchief 
Mn us. ood hall ſ ſend his Angel before thee « fo did = Father 4#&ra- 
ham ſend his ſervant about his kn having queſtionleſs before com- 
mended it to God by prayer. God Almighty grve you mercy Before the 
may : ſo did Facob give his ſons their diſpatches toward Zgypr - In ſuch 
a manner did we enter upon all our affairs, we could not- but be full 
of hope, and void of care concerning them for that commonly we are 
| of anxiety about the event of what' we undertake, whence doth 


it ? Had we, according to St. Peter's advice, Caſt our care upm the Lord); 


Plal. 55. 22- of, caſt our burthen upon him ( as the Pſalmiſt exhorts us ) had we du- 


Pſal. 9. 10. 
Old Tranſl 


If 26.3, 
Philip. 4. 6, 
7, 


perfect peace , whoſe in 


ly ſought and invoked him, who never faileth them that ſeek him, who 


is nigh to all them that call upon him; we ſhould not have ſuch 2 load of 
troubleſome care reſting upon us; our hearts would be light, 


experience it true, what the Pro- 

mo Ne wi Ons Then ſhalt keep him in 
9 thee : Be careful for nothing, Saint 
Paulbids us,but in every ehing tet yoar requeſts be'muide wth GY; if we 
rm the latrer part, the former will | mnruraſty hx 9 queht thereon. 
Thus, in the laſt place , ſhould we doe all things in the name of  Feſus 
(upon all occaſions praying to hitn, or which is all one, to God in his 
name) which that we may doe { that we are allowed and encouraged 


to doe it ) is alſon pores Bn and an advantage unvaluable.” 
| In (o many ways and particular reſpects may we, and we to 


phet affirms in that Pra 


perform all we doe in the name'of Feſus + We ſhould doe 
ay: of gratetull affeftion end reſpeCt to him, us onr.chicf principle; 
ry thing as his ſervants, ai Ehecully at the ions þ of Mot and pro pro- 
moting fus honour , as our ers very thng accordm to his 
will and-commandment, as our on. oo rald\ [s thing, after Hi -_ 
ample, as our beſt pattern; every thing ,-in confidence of his grati 


aſſiſtence and bleſſing, as our onely Arengrh and ſu every 
with os of Hy poo purely upon his accomper ; _ thing 7 thing 
thankfull ſenſe and acknowledy ment to God for the mercies nh! fa- 
vours conveyed: unto us by oY eans, conferred upon us for his fake ; 

every thing with humble invocation of him , or with prayer to God 
in his name : In ſum, every thing with a due and proper r regard had to 
him ; fo that he be'not paſſed over or left out in any thing we under- 


0 require. ' Tn the performances of 


| which potiagy.> indeed of dur Rekgton (of all onr good prattice , 


of all. our devotion ) doth conſiſt. - 
To all this I ſhall onely ſubjoin the mention of one eneral duty, in- 
plycd in all and each of thoſe we have propounded, which is this ; 


VIIL That 


70. 4+ 
Phl. 144.18, 88 to all theſe things; we ſhould be ſecure, that n nothing bad, OC 
"T9 + 7» difaſtrous, could betall us ; we ſhould as. 


tion, according as our relations to 
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VII. That our Lord Feſas ſhould be frequently ( aftd in a manner 
continually ; always, 25.to the habitual 'diff Gon of our ſouls, atually 
upon Rs I minds and thoughts. This, Tay, 
is plainly implyed forther duties. -For, how is it poſlibk 

ſhould perfortn all our actions ( yea, utter all our words) with any fort 
of regard to him, if we ſekdorn whink of him: Such is the nimbleneſs 
_ activity of our minds, that it is feaſible enough to doe thus; and, 
in reſpect to other objefts, we commonly experience it done; for ani- 
mas oft abi amat ; what ever we affet, our mind, however otherwiſe 
employed, will be rhinking on it, tis hard to reſtrhin our thoughts from 
it ; ( the covetous man's heart will be among his bags; the voluptu- 
ous man's mind will be in his diſhes; the ſtudious. perſon will be mu- 
ſing on his aotioris, doe he what he can.) Why then may we not as 
well, as often direct our minds toward our Lord , and mix the remem- 
brance of him mn all ſavely NEIENG fn, 19 of our 
tho to doe ſo is ſurely very requiſite, and very expedient toward 
—_— practice. Things far diſtant, or long abſent, can have ſmall 
efficacy, or influence; *tis ſo we ſee in natural, and *ib no leſs fo in- mo» 
ral cauaites wherein reproetaton to the fanty and memory have a 
werak le to cant, wh ich h real conjurtRion and approximation have 

A heat and liphe of "the Sun, the fartiter he goes, and 

do the more res npreor e decreaſe; 
, our alfection and © ct theret It therefore we de- 
affeti _ — | . 4 due reverence) ud Fes if we intend to ſute 
aQtio $ accordingly. with duc regar to him ; we. ſhould, in ang 

ly: nes our minds wk him the doing of which in likekihovd, 
will _— much t to the ſangtifying our affections, and to the bens 


fare Cadet we dv feriully belicve him to be ſuch 28 we: ber 


co believe him with any cot aPetent a reition think of him 3. but that 
e will be ape to reſtrain is ill, to incite us to-:doe well ; 
ſince together with that Tong ſome 7 his excellent perfections, ſome 
of our principal relations, and ſomeof our great obligations to him (each 
of which hath much virtue and force to tlioſe pu 5 will interpoſe 
and repreſent themſelves. Fre i pn thinking of him, we ſhall ſome- 
times apprehend him with inceſſant toll, 19s An in the ſervice of God, 
and in are the welfare of men ; ſometime we ſhall imagine him 
underg all kind of contumelies and bitter _ ſuffering by the 
lon ds and tongues of ſpitefull. men ; we ſhall ( as it were ) behold 
-under- the ſcourge, and hanging upon the crofs for our 

ces ernines he will appear to our minds crowned with Majeſty , 
g iff Sovereign power and glory, having all things in ſubjection 
_ his feet ; ſbmetimes alſo he will be repreſented as our Judge , be- 
fore whoſe tribunal we muſt all ſhortly ſtand, and be obliged to render 
an accompt of all our doings ; which thoughts paſſing iro our minds, 
will be apt to make ſome impreſſion uponour hearts, to have ſome influ- 
ence upon our actions. For , can that moſt amiable and moſt venerable 
aporioa fo exiirely pure and holy, ſo meek and humble,ſo full of be- 


aignity 
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nignity and charity toward all men ( particularly roward our ſelves ) 
be otherwiſe than apt to beget ſome eſpecial love and reverenice toward 
him ; than incline us ſtrongly to doe well, yea than teach:us what ang 
how we ſhould doe fo, in conformity to ſuch a pattern ſet before us? it 
occurring toour thoughts,that he'is our Lord and Maſter (who made us 
and maintains us, who purchaſed us to himſelf,and redeemed us from miſe- 
rable ſlavery by his own heart-bloudJehow can it fail to raiſe in us ſome 
awe,ſome'ſenſe of duty toward him? Willnot the apprehenſion of what he 
did and what he ſuffered for us powerfully mind us, that according to 
all juſtice and equity, in all ingenuity and gratitude we are bound to doe 
onely that which will pleaſe him 2 If we think of Jeſus , when we are 
ſetting upon any ation , thall we not thereupon be apt thus to interro- 
gate our ſelves ? Shall I doe otherwiſe than he'did, or would have done; 
ſo rendring my ſelf unlike, or contrary to him ? Shall I be fo unfaithful 
to my glorious Maſter, as to differve him, or to neglect his ſervice 2 Shall 
I be fo unworthy toward my gratious Redeemer, my. beſt Friend, my 
moſt bountifull Benefa&our; as'to diſoblige-him, to wrong him, to diſ- 
honour him, to grieve him by thas doing 2 Shall T be ſo-vain and raſh 
as to croſs him who is my King, able to controll and fubdue:me; as to 
offend him who is my Judge, reſolved tocondema and puniſh-me 2 Shall 
I wilfully forfeit that friendſhip and favour of his, upon which all my 
happineſs doth depend?' Shall I procure his diſpleaſure. and'enmity, from 
which my utter ruine muſt inevitably follow 2 Such confiderations have 
(as it were) of our Bleſkd Saviour to;our minds; which therefore may 
be commended to us as an excellent inſtrument of bettering. our hearts 
and our lives. on 1 P48 ERA ys 
To conclude ; Let us all always'remember, and conſider, that' we are 
Chriftians , related ;unto Chrift Feſis and called by his name, and as ſo, 
in his name, let us doe all things ET 


, 
s 
7. = 


) Lord of all power and might ; who art the Authour and giver of all 

| goodthings ; graft in our hearts the love of thy name; increaſe in 
us ' trae religion; nouriſh us with .all goodneſs ; and of thy great 
mercy keep us in ithe ſame; through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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: COR. 4 16. 


T beſeech you be followers of me ; or, I exhort you be imi- Tieggraa 
uns pay" 
tatours of me. = 


_ we Je 

Aint Pau/, by an impartial reflexion upon Ins heart and life be- 

ing well affured, that he by the divine Spirit was enlightned 
, with a certain knowledge of all neceſſary truth, and endued 
with plentifull meaſures of divine grace ; being conſcious of a 
: fincere zeal in himſelf to tel and benefit men ; being ſa- 
tisfd, that with integrity he did fute his converſation to the dictates of 
2 good conſcience, to the ſure rule of God's Law, and to the perfett ex- 
ample of his Lord; that his intentions were pure and right; his ations 
warrantable, and the tenour of his life conſpicuouſly blameleſs, doth, up- 
on all occaſions ( not out of any felt-conceitedneſs, arrogance, or often- 
ration, from which he, by frequent acknowledgment of his own defects 
and his miſcarriages, and by aſcribing all the good he had, or did, to the 
grace and mercy of God, doth ſufficiently clear himſelf ; but from an 
earneſt deſire to glorifie God, and edifie his diſciples) deſcribe, and ſer 
forth his own practice, propoſing it as a Rule, preſſing it upon them as 
an argument, an encouragement, an obligation to the performance of 
ſeveral duties. So by it he dire&eth and urgeth the Ephefrans to a chari- 
table compliance, or complaiſance ; a ſweet and inoftenſive demeanour to- 
ward other : Give no offence (farth he) neither to the Fews mor to the Gen- 1 Cor. 4. 32, 
tiles nor to the Churchof God; even as I pleaſe all men in all things,nat ſeck- dg 
ingmy own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be Trek, be ye fol- 


« 


lowers of 'me : fo he-gnifles and provokes the Philippians to endeavours 
of proficier oY in grace, and the fiudy of Chriftian perfeftion : Newer» phi ;. 16, 
 eheleſs '( faith he to them?) whereto we have alreadly attained, let us _ 17. 

” y 


BT i 
Ss Ed <: 


Wee. 4 Wore. & 
Re Gs £ 
en 


Of being Imitatours of Chriſt. Vol. I. 


2 Thel. 3. 7. 


1 Thel. 1.5. 


Phil. 4. 8, 9. 


"rg s. IO» 
eb. 6. 11. 


Jam. 5+ 11, 
Heb. 12. Is 


1 Pet. 3.1, 


by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing : brethren, be followers to- 
gether with me, and mark ſuch as walk ſo, as ye have us for an example. 
By the like inſtance and argument, he moveth the 7heſſalontans to a 1o- 
ber and orderly converſation, to induſtry 1n their calling, to felt-denyal , 
and a generous diſregard of private intereſt : For your ſelves (faith he ) 
know how ye ought to follow us; for we behaved not our ſelves diſorderly 
among you ; neither did we eat any man's bread for nought, but wrought 
with labours and travail day and night, that we might not be chargeable to 
any of you ; not becauſe we have not power, but to make cur ſelves an ex- 


ample to you to follow us: The ſame perſons he commendeth, as having 


by this means been induced to a patient conſtancy in faith and good 
works: Te know ( faith he) what manner of men we were among you for 
your ſake, and ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having” Tecei- 
ved the word in much. affli4ion: "The praCtice of all virtue and goodneſs, 
he alſo thus recommendeth under rhis rule and obligation : Thoſe things, 
which ye have learned and received, and heard, and ſeen in me, doe, anil 
the God of peace ſhall be with you. Thus 1n our Text, ( referring it 
to the context ) he urgeth the Chriſtians, his diſciples at Corinth, to fi- 
delity and diligence in the charges and affairs committed to them , to 
humility, patience and charity ; wherein he declareth 'himſelt ,to have 
ſet before them an evident and exact pattern. Which praQtice of Saint 
Paul doth chiefly teach us two things : That we be caretull to give; 
and that we be ready to follow good example: the latter of which du- 
ties more direaly and immediately agreeth to the intent of this place; 
and it therefore I ſhall onely now inſiſt upon : the ſubje& and ſcope of 
my diſcourſe ſhall be to ſhew, that it is our duty and concernment to re- 
gard the practices of good men, and to follow their example. To which 
purpoſe we may obſerve, | 


T. That it is the manner of the Apoſtles, upon all occaſions, to incul- 
cate this duty : we heard St. Paul : hear St. James: Take (faith he ) my 
brethren, the Prophets, who have ſpoken in the name of the Lord for at 
example of ſuffering afflizon : Te have heard of the patience of Fob, and 
have ſeen the end of the Lord ; that the Lord w very pitifull and of ten- 
der mercy; and the Apaſile to the Hebrews : We defire (faith he) that 


every one of you. do ſhew the ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of hope 


unto the end; that ye be nit ſlotbfull, but followers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes: and again; Wherefore ſeeing we 
are. alſo compaſſed about with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay a- 


fide every weight, and the fin which doth ſo eafily beſet us, and let us ran 


with patience the race that is ſet before us. And St. Peter : Te wives 
be in ſubjeition to your own busbands ; even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, cal- 
ling kim Lord. And wherever the eminent deeds of holy men are men- 
tioned, 1t 1s done. with an intimation at leaſt, or tacite ſuppoſition, 
that we are obliged to follow their example. | 


IT. We may.conſider that to this end ( that we might have worthy 


if patterns to imitate) the goodneſs of God hath raiſed up in all ages ſuch 


excellent perſons, furniſhing them with rare endowments, and with 
continual influences of-his grace aſſiſting them, to this purpoſe, that the 


might not onely inſtruct us with wholeſome dodrine, but lead us alſp 


by good example in the paths of righteouſneſs. For certainly what 
es HE "> Me fat 
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Serm. II. 
St. Pawl faith concerning the fins and puoiſhrnents of bad men, is no 
leſs applicable to the vertuous deeds and happy examples of good, men; 


All theſe things happened unto them for enſamples, and they are writtew for ; co. Ins 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 


— 


HI. They were written for our admonition ; It was _ EE 
a ſpecial deſign of God's Providence in recording Manleud8 Ml; mefe Thad G5 ne3 uy: 
and recommending to our regard the divine hiſto- 7&* war $5 win 97 Suorre/cus 
ries: They Were not framed as monuments of a 77" 0; £97 29 ty de oy eget 


1 > | wv Vawings bopioxwrar x, ut flos 
5 fruitleſs memory and fame to them; they were not ns waecior arJedy. drdyegrrc 
| propoſed to us as entertainments of our curiolity, mpg ouiner, of erxares mvis Tun 


: | —— 0 7 x7! I89y mMiTtias, TO wit ; 
as obje&ts of wonder, as matters of idle diſcourſe ; {wn wy 4343s Upday EG rnd 


that unconcernedly we ſhould gaze upon them, or Bb a Greg. Ep. 2. 


3 talk about them; as Children look on fine Gays; , _.._ 
4 but they are ſet before us, as copies to tranſcribe ; as lights to guide 
7 us in our way to happineſs : So that it we will not ingratetully fruſtrate q 
4 the intentions of Divine Providence for our good, we mult diſpoſe'our A 


ſelves to imitate thoſe illuſtrious patterns of vertue and piety. 


IV. We may farther conſider that in the nature of the thing it ſelf 
good example is of ſingular advantage to us, as being apt to have a 
mighty virtue, pr and influence upon our pra&tice : which con- 
ſideration ſhould much ingage us to regard it, applying it as an inſtru- 
ment of making our ſelves good, and conſequently of becoming happy. 
Good example is as I ſay, of exceeding advantage to praftice upon 
many accounts. 


; »i'pÞd 


1» Examples do more compendiouſly, eaſily and pleaſantly inform 
our minds, and dire& our pra&tice, than precepts, or any other way or 
inſtrument of diſcipline. Precepts are delivered in an univerfal and 
abſtratted manner, naked, and void of all circumſtantial attire, with- 
outany intervention, aſſiſtence, or ſuffrage of ſenſe; and conſequently can 
have no vehement operation upon the fancy, and ſoon do fly the me- 
mory ; like flaſhes of lightning, too ſubtile to make any great impreſſi- 
on, or to leave any remarkable footſteps, upon what they encounter : 
they muſt be expreſſed in nice terms, and digeſted in exa& method ; they 
are various, and in many disjointed pieces conſpire to make up an en- 
tire body of dire&tion ; they do alſo admit of divers caſes, and require 
many exceptionsgor reſtrifions which to apprehend diſtin&ly, and re- 
tain long in memory, needs a tedious labour, and continual attention of 
mind, together with a piercing and ſteady jadgment : But good exam- 
ple with lefs trouble, more ſpeed, and greater efficacy cauſes us to com- 
prehend the buſineſs, repreſenting it like a picture expoſed to ſenſe, ha- 
ving the parts orderly diſpoſed, and completely united, ſuitably cloa- 
thed and dreſſed up in its circumſtances; contained in a narrow compaſs, 
and perceptable by one glance, fo eaſily infinuating it ſelf into the fan- 
cy, and durably reſting therein : In it you ſee at once deſcribed the thing 
done, the quality of the a&tour, the manner of doing, the minute ſea- 
ſons, meaſures and adjun&s of the action ; with all which you might 
not perhaps by numerous rules be acquainted ; and this in the moſt 
facile, familiar and delightfull way of inſtru&tion, which is by experi- 
ence, hiſtory and obſervation of ſenſible events. A ſyſteme of pre- 3 
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cepts, though exquiſitely com acted, is in compariſon but a Skeletoy, a 
dry, meagre, lifeleſs bulk, exhibiting nothing of perſon, place, time, 
matiner, degree, wherein chiefly the fleſh and bloud, the colours and 
graces, the life and' foul of things do conliſt; 'whereby they pleaſe, af- 
tet, and move us: but example imparts thereto a goodly corpulency, 
a life, a motion, renders it conſpicuous, ſpecious' and ative ; transfor- 
ming its notional univerſality into the reality of ſingular ſubſiſtence. 
This difcourſe is verified by various experience ; for we find all Maſters 
of Art and Science explicating, illuſtrating and confirming| their general 
rules and precepts by particular examples : Mathematicians demon- 
ſtrate their Theoremes by Schemes and Diagrams, which in effe&t are but 
ſenſible inſtances; Oratoars back their Enthymemes (or rational Argumen- 
tations) with dutzons, ( or ſingular Examples ; ) Philoſophers alledge 
the praCtice of Socrates, Zeno, and the like Perſons of farnous wiſedom 
and-yertue to authorize their do&rine ; Politzcks and civil prudence 
is more caſily arid ſweetly drawn out of good hiſtory, than out'of 
Books de Republita.” Artificers deſcribe Models, and ſet patterns before 
their Diſciples, with greater ſucceſs, than if they ſhould deliver accu- 
rate rules and precepts to them : for who would not more readily learn 
to build by viewing carefully the parts and frame of a well contrived 
ſtruure,than by a ſtudious enquiry into the rules of ArchzzeFurezor to draw 
by ſetting a good Picture before him, than by merely ſpeculating upon the 
laws of Perſpedtive ; or to write fairly andexpeditely by imitating onegood 
copy, tlian by hearkning to a thouſand oral preſcriptions; the under- 
ſtanding of which, and faculty of applying them to pra&ice, may 
prove more difficult, and tedious, than the whole pradtice it ſelf as d:- 
re&ed by a copy 2 Neither is the caſe much different in Moral concern- 
ments ; one good example may repreſent more fully, and clearly to us 
the nature of a vertue, than any verboſe deſcription thereof can do: in 
ſooner time, and with greater eaſe we may learn our duty by regar- 
ding the deportment of ſome excellent perſon, ' than by attending to 
many Philoſophical diſcourſes concerning it : for inſtance, if we defire 
to know what Faith is, and how we ſhould rely upen the divine provi- 


vidence, let us Propoſe to our conſideration the 
Xen, Aponn. IV. 


It was Xenophon's obſervation, groun- 
ded upon his own Experience, that the 
memory of Socrates his Converſation 
did greatly profic his Acquaintance 
(7 weuvne wit wagorſO s pirpd 
W258 Tys &ovoray aUTy Tuenra ) 
and Seneca ſaith that the Crowd: of 
Philoſophers, which followed the ſame 
Wiſe-man derived more of their Z- 
thichs from his manners, than his words 
( plus ex moribus, quam ex verbis Socra- 
tis traxit ) Sen. Ep. 11. And he that 
ſhall retle& upon the Srory concerning 
Is behaviour, when he was by maliti- 
ous envy perſecuted to death, may per- 
haps be more cdified thereby, than by 
all his ſubtile diſcourſes abour death, 
and the Souls ſtate after it. 


practice of Abraham ; wherein we may ſee the Fa- 
ther of the faithfull keaving a moſt pleafant coun- 
trey, the place of his nativity, and queſtionleſs moſt 
dear unto him under that notion, ; deferting his 
home and fixed habitation, his Utate and patri- 
mony ; his kindred and acquaintance, to wander 
he knew not where in unknown Lands, with all 
his Family, leading an uncertain and ambulatory 
life in Tents, ſojourning and ſhifting amohg ſtrange 
people, devoid of piety and civility (among Ca- 
naanites and Egyptian) upon a bare confidence in 
the divine proteCtion and guidance : we may ſee 
him aged 99 years, ſenſible of his own natural im- 
potence, and an equal incapacity in his Conſort as 


to ſuch purpoſes, yet with a ſteady belief affuring himſelf, that from 
thoſe dead ftocks a numerous Progeny ſhould ſpring, and that he who 


by all 


power of Nature was unable to beget one Child, ſtheuld by vir- 
tue of God's Omnipotent Word become the Father of a mighty Nation : 


we 
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we may ſee him upon the firſt ſummons of the Divine Command with- 
- out ſcruple or. hefitancy, readily and chearfully yielding up-his onely 
Son (the ſole ground of his hope and prop . of his family, to whoſe 
veryi Perſon the promiſe of multiplication was affixed), to becfacrificed 
and ſlain; not objeCting to his own reaſon the palpable inconſiſtency of 
counſels fo repugnant ; nor anxiouſly labouring to reconcile the ſeeming 
contrariety between the divine promiſes and commands ; but reſolved as 
it were { with an implicite Faith in God) to believe things incredible, 
and to relye upon events impoſſible; contemplating theſe things let us 
ſay what diſcourſe could fo livelily deſcribe the nature of true Faith, as 
this illuſtrious Precedent doth. Eo | | 
Again, he that would learn how to demean himſelf in reſiſting the 
aſfavlts/ of temptation, let him conſider that one carriage of Fo/eph ; of 
him, together withſtanding the courtſhips of an attractive beauty, and 
rejecting the ſolicitations of an imperious Miſtreſs, advantaged by oppor - 
tunities of privacy and ſolitude ; when the refuſal was attended with ex- 
treme danger, and all the miſchiefs which the. diſdain of a furious luſt 
diſappotnted, of an outragious jealouſie provoked, of a loving Maſter's 
confidence abuſed could produce; and all this by one of meaneſt conditi- 
on in a ſtrange place, where no. interceſſion, favour, or patronage of 
friends could be had, no equal examination of / his cauſe might be ex- 
pected; of him doing this, merely upon principles of conſcience, and 
out of fear of God; (ſaying, How can 7 doe this great evil and fin againſt 
God) and he that conſiders this example, how can he beignorant of his 
duty in the like caſe ? | 
Again, would we learn wiſedom, conſtancy and reſolution. in the 
conduct of honeſt, and worthy deſigns, let us ſet before our eyes the 
pattern of Moſes, and therein take notice, how he obeying divine in- 
ſtin& and direction, having embraced that noble purpoſe of reſcuing 
his countrymen from the Eg yptzan Bondage, of ſetling them in a me- 
thod of happy policy, and of bringing them into the promiſed Land of 
their enjoyment, did behave himſelt in rhe execution thereof, with 
how indefatigable induſtry he ſolicited their cauſe with a fickle, and 
deceitfull, ſtupid, and hard-hearted King ; enduring frequent difappoint- 
ments and repulſes, together with furious ſtorms of anger, and moſt 
terrible menaces from him : how having there ſurmounted all obſtacles, 
and effectually inlarged the People from their .reſtraint in Eg ypt ; he 
led them on foot through a valley, encompaſſed with mountains of Sea ; 
and after that undertook a tedious march(a march of 4o years) through 
a wild, barren and dry ſolitude (where no water was, but ſuch as 
iſſued from the ſtony bowels of a rock ; no food or means of ſubſiſtence, 
but ſuch as was ſupplyed by the miraculous purveyance of Heaven) in 
the mean while reliſting the continual invaſions of open enemies, in 
great numbers with armed violence ſtriving to obſtrutt his paſſage, and 
defeat his purpoſe ; having alſo (which was more) his patience conſtant- 
ly exerciſed in ſupporting the froward perverſeneſs of a moſt incredu- 
lous, and intractable people ; which took all occaſions of complaint and 
mutiny againſt him ; in conteſting with the faCtious rivality of envi- 
ous Nobles, who repined at his ſucceſſes, and maligned his authority 
among them ; in bearing the indiferect and untoward prevarications of 
his own moſt intimate triends and neareſt relations, complying with 
the wicked humours and deſires of the people ; in ſuſtaining mary 
D 2 | other 
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other perplexitiesand <foffes ; all which notwithſtanding he with inſu- 
perable reſolution happily atchieved his glorions undertaking ;. and will 
not this;example, attentively regarded, beyond the power ot any other 
means. or method, explain 'to us the way of . induſtry, courage and 
perſeverance in good and worthy, though high and difficult enterprizes ? 
One inſtance more, and that of- all moſt pertinent to our occaſion ; 
would you be inftrufted, how faithfully to diſcharge the miniſterial, or 
any other office? With a {tedfaſt attention then behold the excellent 
Pattern of St. Paul ;. confider how in/all his defigns he zealouſly and 
ſiogly aimed at the honour and fetvice of God, negleCting his own fafe- 
ty, quiet, credit, and all worldly accommodations for the advancement 
of them. How affe&ionately he tendred the good and welfare of thoſe, 
the care of whoſe ſpiritual condition was commended to him, uſing 
all his skill, care and ftrength in promoting their edification ; decla- 
ring himſelf for their;good to be content, not onely for a time to be ab- 
ſent from the Lord, being deprived of that happineſs which he other- 
wiſe impatiently groaned for, and was fully aftured of ; but deſirous, 
as it ſeems, to be ſecluded for ever from his bliſsfall preſence by a dread- 
full Anathema, for their fake. How prudently, meekly and humbly 
he demeaned himſelf toward them ; becoming all things to all men, for- 
ming himſelf into all allowable ſhapes and colours ; undergoing all forts 
3 of cenſure and imputations (of a deſpicable, an ignorant, a toolith perſon) 
ET tempering his ſpeechanddeportment to their capacities and needs, bearing 
b their miſcarriages, and complying with their weakneſſes ; parting freely 
with his own juſt liberty, pleaſure and fatisfaCtiort for their ſpiritual ad- 

vantage. How generouſly he deſpiſed his own profit and eaſe, refuſing 

that ſupply he might with all reaſon and equity have required from 

them ; chuſing to maintain himſelf with the labour of his own hands, 

and the ſweat of his brows ; that'he might render the Goſpel no-wiſe 

. burthenfome, or offenſive to them. How vigilantly and couragiouſly 
he withſtoed the miſchievous endeavours of falfe Brerhren, and treache- 

4 roys Seducers ; earneſtly contending for the Churches peace and quiet 
againſt factions: ſpirits, and for the ſubſtantial truths of the Gofpel a- 
q gainſt the pernictous devices of Hereticks and falſe Teachers. How 
patiently he ſuſtained all manner of pains, griefs, travels, wants, loſſes, 
hazards, diftreſſes, diſappointments, atironts and reproaches for the 
4 honour of 'God, the benefit of his ſpiritual children, the diſcharge of 
4 his duty, and fatisfattion of his conſcience : Theſe things, I fay, regard, 
and then tell me, 1t he might not reaſonably 

_ "Vmpriis 3 NSoxaaf Gerrs 3 jnculcate this admonition, Imzitate me ; and if his 
Pac vr —_— Raney example be not of rare uſe to inſtruct us, how faith- 
&c, Chryſ. 7. V. p. 656, fully we ſhould in our reſpetive charges and em- 
ployments demean our ſelves : I might in like man- 

ner inſtance how excellent a rule of Devotion the practice of the Royal 

Prophet may be unto us ; how E/zas his practice might teach us to be 

' zealous Champions for truth and righteouſneſs; how they who would 
«7 be good Judges, or honeſt Patriots may receive direction from the car- 
{> riage of Samael, Danzel and Nehemiah. But I proceed to fay that farther, 
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IT. Good Examples do not onely inform ; but they perſuade and in- 
cline our reaſon to good prattice, commending it to us by plauſible 
authority :: 2 way of reaſoning the moſt plain, eaſie and fuitable to all 


mens 
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mens capacities; leſs fubject to errour, and doubt than any other; in 
particular caſes ; whereby as. it is, always more eaſie to know what is 

good and fit, fo commonly it is molt fate : there being few who can fo 

well diſcern what is good, as they may reſt in the judgments of others. 

For that wiſe and vertuous perſons doeany thing, is a very probable ar- 

gument, that we are obliged, and concerned to doe the like ; ſeeing fuch 

perſons may in all their actions be ſuppoſed to have an unbiaſſed regard 

to the rules of truth and juſtice, He therefore, who can ſay, that 
Abraham, or David, or St. Paul did ſo in ſuch a caſe, ſuppoſeth that he 

hath no ſmallreaſon to doe the like; it is accounted pardonable, yea al- 

moſt. commendable, to err with ſuch perſons; becauſe it is done 

with good appearance of reaſon ; ſeeing ſuch per: | 

ſons were themſelves unhkely to err : Will you 4ficaws mil, & Catmer, & Latin 
(faith Cicero) commemorate to me Scipio's, and Oa- qumniereenth ng ene item dice 
to's, and Lalius's, aud ſay they did the ſame thing ; homimum autheritatem probare nm potero. 
though the thing diſpleaſes me; yet I cannot with- 7" ef FN rnd wy © po. 
ſtand the authority of ſuch men; their authority is ſo ſit, Cic. in Ver. 3. : 
great, that it can cover even the ſuſpicion of a fault. 

'Tis obvious in temporal concernments, how great a ſtroak this way 

of diſcourſe hath ; how boldly men adventure their deareſt intereſts in 
following fuch, whom they probably deem honeſt, and able to guide 

them : For inſtance, in travelling, if one being ignorant or doubtfull 

of his way happen to meet a perſon, whom he conceives able, and no- 

wiſe concerned, or diſpoſed to miſlead him, he without ſcruple follows 

him, and confidently relies on his direction : In like manner, all good 

men in the way of vertuous prattice tending dire&tly toward happineſs 

(our common journies end ;) it being their deſign, their intereſt, and 

their endeavour not to miſtake the way, not to deflect from the right 

and neareſt courſe thereto, men are apt to think it reaſonable, and fafe 

to accompany, in their progreſs, or to preſs after them in their ſteps : 

and ſurely, next to a clear, and certain rule, there is not any more ratio- 

nal warrant for practice, and conſequently no better inducement there- 


to, than ſuch good precedents. Farther, 


HI. Examples do excite our paſſions, and impell them to the perfor- 
mance of duty. They raiſe hope, they enflame courage, they provoke 
emulation, they urge upon modeſty, they awaken curioſity, they af- 
fe fancy ; they ſet in motion all the ſprings of Ativity. It may not 
be amiſs to ſhew how, particularly, 

x. They raiſe hope, by diſcovering to us and afſuredly proving the 
feafbleneſs of matters propounded, or the poſſibility of ſucceſs in un- 
dertaking good deſigns, and that by the belt and moſt convincing of 
arguments, experience. Nothing fo depreſſeth hope, and advanceth 
deſpondency as an apprehenſion of impoſſibility, or which is equiva- 
lent thereto an extreme difficulty (appearing to ſurmount our preſent 
forces) in the buſineſs tobe attempted : of ſuch a conceit deſperation 
ſeemeth a reaſonable conſequence. For 70 a&wamy t#pkSa wary, 
'tis a madneſs to aim at impoſſibilities ; and ſuch conſidering the great 
infirmity of humane nature, its ſtrong -propenſions to evil, and a- 
war any from good, together with the manifold impediments, and al- 
lurements objecting themſelves in the way of good praftice, all duties 
2s barely repreſented in precepts, and preſſcd by rational inducements 


might 
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might ſeem to be, if good example did not clearly demonſtrate them 

Chryſ. Tm. tg be poſſible, yea ſometimes facile; even thoſe, whichupon a ſuperfici- 

t-?- % al view do ſeem moſt difficult, and inſuperable by our weak endeayour. 

The Stoical dofrine, which deſcribed a fine and ſtately PortraiCture of 

vertue ; and jnculcated very ftrict rules (a cloſe following of God and 

nature, a perſe& victory over {elf, the ſubduing all palſions and over- 

ruling all corporeal appetites ; an entire freedom, compolure and tran- 

quillity of mind ; a total indiflerency in reſpect of Fortune, and all ex- 

ternal events ; with the like duties, rarely praQtiſed, although upon all 

accounts acknowledged conformable to reaſon) was therefore by moſt 

rejeted as uſeleſs, or exploded as ridiculous, as being preſumed to pro- 

pound matters purely. imaginary and unpraCticable, yet he that had 

ſeen this do&rine in _great meaſure exemplified by Leno, the firſt Ma- 

ſter of it, would have had no ſuch reaſon to contemn 1t, nor to deſpair 

of praiſing according to it, it he would ſeriouſly endeavour it : exem- 

plified, I fay, by Zero, whereof we have an illuſtrious teſtumony from 

2 ſolemn decree of the Athenians : *udy Zivey Mvacws, &c. Laert. 

in Zen. Whereas Zeno the Son of Mnaſeas. the Cittican, having many 

years profeſſed og ah in this City, and as well in all other things hath 

demeaned himſelf like a good man, as particularly exhorting the young 

men, who went to be inſtructed by him, hath provoked them to vertue, and 

ſobriety ; withall exhibiting his own life a pattern of the beſt things an- 

ſwerahle to the diſcourſes he uſed to make; 2t 3s therefore lpichenl; de- 

creed by the people, that Leno the Son of Mnaſeas be ſolemnly praiſed 

and crowned ( according to the uſage) with a golden crown ; and that a 

monument be eretted for him at the publick charge in the Ceramicum (the 

place where thoſe were interr'd, who had bravely expoſed their lives for 

publick detence) This was indeed a noble atteftation, and a comely re- 

ſpect exhibited to a vertuous converſation ; making in ſome meaſure a 

ſatisfaction for the heinous affront done thereto, when inſtead of ho- 

nouring it with a crown, they rewarded it with a cup of poiſon, given 

to the excellent Socrates. Suitably to which teſtimony Sexeca faith of 

Cleanthes, that his vertuous praftice depended more upon the obſerva- 

tion of Zeno's life, than the information of his doctrine. Zenonem 

Cleanthes non expreſſiſſet fi eum tantummodo audiſſet ; vite ejus interfuit, 

ſecreta perſpexit, obſervavit illJum an ex formula ſua viveret. Cleanthes 

(faith he) had not ſo nearly reſembled Zeno, if he had onely attended to 

his diſcourſes : he was preſent to hiz life, he took notice of his private 

carriage, he obſerved whether his prattice did ſuit to his dottrine. $0 

that Szozciſm 1t ſelf which ſpeaketh ſuch prodigies, was it ſeems foun- 

ded not onely upon big words, : the iſſues of a ſpeculative fancy, but 

more upon the good practice of its firſt Maſter and Inſtitutour. And in- 

deed he that would effeQtually perſuade the undertaking of any enter- 

priſe, muſt either ſuppoſe it, or prove it effeCtible ; and the moſt eaſie, 

the moſt Rel og way of proving it is by Example. 

Melins homines exemplis docentur , Men (faith Pliny Junior well) are better inſtrutted 
que imprimis hoc bont habent, que ap- } 2h : ; 

probant, que precipiunt fieri poſſe. Plin. © examples, which have in them chiefly this advan- 

J —_ : : tage, that they do prove the things may be done, which 

ES facile Mo mo facter, They enjoin. And, Humane infirmity (ſaith Salviar 

gue altos feciſſe ante cognoſcat z dum ad- tO the ſame pur poſe) requires the aſſt EUCe of eXams- 

pp xn ft, Cri fa wa ple, that it may more eafily now perform that, which 

Shs it knows others to have before done; all poſterity be- 
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ing admoniſhed by hearing that what hath once been 
- done, may be done again : And, The Example (faith 
S. Bernard) of a work done is a lively and efficacious 
Oration, eafily perſuading what we intend, by proving 


- Serito quidam viuw, 0 cfficax exem- 
plum operis eft, facile perſuadens quod in- 
tendimus , dum fattibile probat eſſe, 


quod ſnademus. Bern. de Reſur.Serm. 3. 


. Ex altorum fattis fieri poſſe credung, 
quod forts cum putant fierz nm poſſe p;- 


that feaſible which we ſtrive to perſuade unto. . Upon 
which ſcore we therefore are exceedingly obliged to TT 
thoſe holy men who by their praCtice have aſſured us,that the higheſt duties 
exatted of us by our religion (the mortification of unreaſonable defires,the 
_ ſuppreſſion cf irregular paſſions; the loving and bleſſing our Enemies; 
the renouncing worldly vanities and pleaſures, the rejoicing in afflicti- 
ons, the voluntary abdication of our eſtates in ſome caſes, yen,  expo- 
ſing life it ſelf to inevitable hazard and loſs) are not chimerical propo- 
ſitions of impoſſible performances ; but duties (ﬆ we ſhall ſeriouſly and 


z vigorouſly apply our endeavours to them, and'ſuffer our hopes to be 
2 elevated by their example} really praCticable t Piety abſtractedly 


view'd in precept may ſeem an ajery project,''a name; a notion; bit it 
being ſeen in example will prove a matter ſubſtantial, true and feafi- 
ble. Adire& and pure ſpeculation thereof may dazle our fight, and 


may bear its luſtre, and hope to attain it. 57 

2. Examples do enflame courage. So the Apoſtle to the Z7eZrews 
ſignifieth, when to this purpoſe he intimateth that he mentioned and 
ſetteth before them the examples of the Patriarchs; that he thereby 
might excite their courage, and cauſe them reſolutely to undertake that 
obedience, and patiently to undergo thoſe afflitions, which they per- 
formed and ſuſtained ; *hat (faith he) ye be not flothfull, but followers 
of them, who through faith and patience inherit the promiſes. For that 
heat, and active Spirit, which in ſome degree reſideth in all mens 
breaſts, is by example kindled, as one flame is kindled by the contact, 
or approach of another. How many perfons timorous, and averſe 
from dangerous undertakings, have notwithſtanding become very bold 
and adventurous in war by the diſcipline and influence of an exemplary 
valour > *Tis Plutarch's obſervation concerning C2/ar's Souldiers, that 
they who in ſervice uncer other Commanders did not exceed the ordi- 
nary rate of courage, nor excell their fellows, did 


being animated and inſpired by his unparallel'd Gal- - C/areis Labjems erar. 
lantry ; and who is there indeed ſo incurably heart- _ 

leſs, ſo deſperately ſluggiſh or ſtupid, whom the ſight of a valiant Lea- 
der, marching before into the mouth of danger, will not infuſe fire and 
vigour into, and inſtigate forward into a participation of brave ad- 


or inveagle men thereinto ; beſide that it is a kind of daring, and pro- 
claimeth him a Daſtard that will not imitate it ; which imputation the 
loweſt courage of Man can hardly digeſt ; and will therefore by doing 
ſomewhat anſwerable ſtrive to decline it. 

3. Again examples provoke emulation ; which is another ſtrong 
principle of activity ; moving us earneſtly to de- 


good, privilege, Or advantage we lee another to T. $- Orat. 101 


capacities with our ſelves to have ſhone with 
an 
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greſcunt. Cyp. Ep. l. 2. 2. 


daih our hopes ; but as being retle&ed from perſons prattifing it we 


Heb. 6. 12; 


yet when he lead them become rreſiſtibly valiant,  _—— pri i wn; 


venture ? So example doth by a kind of contagion infinuate courage, 


fire, ( and thence eagerly to purſue ) whatever chryſ- T. 1-p. 97+ T-6-p. 148. 
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an illuſtrious vertue, to be conſecrated to poſterity by a /aſting fame, 
and to be.crowned with glorious rewards above; what other reflexions 

of thought can it produce in us, than ſuch as theſe ; ſhall he.a man, 

like my ſelf, endewed with the fame faculties, appetites and paſl;- 

ons; ſubje&t to the ſame infirmities, temptations, needs, cares 

and encombrances of life, ſhall' he by noble diſpoſitions of Soul, 

and worthy performances render himſelt highly conſiderable ; while 1 

by ſordid qualities, and unworthy practices debaſe, and render my ſelf 
deſpicable 2? ſhall he leave behind him monuments of eternal praiſe, 
while I doe nothing worthy of regard or memory ? ſhall he enjoy the 
favour of the great God, and the comforts of a bleſſed Eternity,” but 1 

be wholly deprived of that joyfull Eſtate, and plunged into endleſs for- 

rows, and deſperate miſery ? ſhall a Joſeph ſtoutly reſiſt and overcome 

the ſtrongeſt Temptations, and I be eaſily baffled by the leaſt ſolicitati- 

on of Vice ? ſhall a ſtripling David gloriouſly trumph over Giants, 

while I baſely am vanquiſhed by Dwarts 2 ſhall Fo be ſtripped of all 

his Goods with contentedneſs, and endure the moſt grievous pains 

with patience, while I am diſcompoſed for any ſmall loſs, and diſmayed 

by the leaſt croſs accident 2 ſhall 4braham here by his faith, and obe- 
dience attain to be called the Friend of God, and reſt for ever in his 
glorious and happy Boſome, while I deſervedly am refuſed the honour 

and comfort of that Heavenly Communion here, and ſhall hereafter be 

caſt out from that bliſsfull Preſence into the diſmal manſions of wretch- 

: ed folly and wickedneſs > Did Paz, once a ſtubborn Jew, a blind Pha- 
riſce, a grievous Blaſphemer, a bloody Perſecutour, by a ſeaſonable con- 
verſion repair his ſtate, approve himſelf to God by an eminent zeal 

for his glory, undergo reſtleſs pains, run deſperate hazards, and endure 

all ſorts of diſtreſſes tor the propagation of God's Heavenly truth, ob- Eb 

—T taining thence a never-fading crown of Glory in Heaven, and a perpe- F 
| tual renown upon Earth ; and ſhall I then, who from my youth have 
: been educated in the moſt true and holy religion, who have by ſolemn 
engagements devoted my ſelf thereto ; who may without any trouble, 
or danger profeſs and practiſe according to that Holy diſcipline, proceed 
in wicked courſes, provoking God's wrath, and attra&ting his venge- 
ance upon me ? No: fince the capacities are alike, ſince the means are 
common, ſince the rewards of Piety are promiſcuouſly expoſed and 
offered unto all, why ſhould I by deplorable perverſeneſs or negligence 
: ſuffer my ſelf to be deprived of it and its benefits > Why ſhall nor I be- 
| come as good, as commendable, as happy as any other man ? Theſe 
are the conceitsand voices of natural emulation, that mighty paſſion (fo 
often'and by many effeRts it diſcoverethit ſelf tobe) implanted 1n our ori- 
ginal conſtitution tobe asa ſpur and incentive ſtimulating, and enflaming 
us unto the ready undertaking, and vigorous purſuit of good purpoſes ; 
the which perhaps hath produced more noble effects, than any other 
paſſion, or inclination of our Souls : for all manner of excellency in 
b knowledge,in proweſs,in vertue how often doth it iſſue from this ſource? 
| Doth not the admired fame of men notable for Learning (recorded in 
Story, or ſubje&t to preſent obſervation) and a jealouſie of being ſur- 

paſſed in accompliſhments competent to humane nature, ſharpen the 

appetite, and rouſe the induſtry of moſt Scholars, whom neither the 

w—Tentanda via eft,qui me quog; poſim love of knowledge,nor its apparent uſefulneſs could 

Tulfere hthtum—— any-wiſe perſuade to bear ſo much toil in ow. 

there- 
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Rom. 11.14. - 
I. 19, 


procure barrenneſs and fertility to the Earth. And the Apo/ie to, the 
Hebrews chargeth us, to confider one another, &is rTapotuojucr anamnc, 
a} xaN@v feyav, ſo as to provoke one another (or by mutual emulation to 
ſharpen one another )- 70 charity and good works. _ | 
_ - 4- Examples do work upon modeſty, that preſerver and guardian of 
vertue, as Cicero calls it. For every good ation of another - doth up- 


reproach and ſhame him, - who ateth not -  __ ds » 
nably. thereto. Can we Without a trem- | . ©/for omnjum wirtutum, dedecyy fil 


yy . | nn: tits, laudemque maxim conſequeiis 
ming forehead VIew. the practi werecundia et. Cic. Part. Rher. 4k 
nts, if ours be altogether un- fo 


n-. 


| | ning it ;-why and to what purpoſe it is dane; 
what the grounds are, and what the fruits of the performance ; eſpe- 
cially if the matter ſeem conſiderably umportant, and the a&ion pro- 

ceedeth from a perſon deſerving reſpe& ; whereof having paſſed ſome 
competent judgment, we are by the ſame inſtin&: of curioſity farther 
tranſported into a deſire of ans "6 our trial and experience- w_ 
| ee ther 
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ther the event cortelpondeth to our expetation} ſo are we eaſily indu-. 
ced to RENO te ang of others. By which trieans ds "vicb ordinari 
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Tn urpibus & pravis omnes Jn —- 


we (a8 the Sa yrif truly obſerveth of us) bot a great prodevit t0 fol- 
oof auphty examples ; fo there is from hence-forhe amends; that we 
have alſo k ariog to imitate good, arid worthy precedents; the 
which is Croine more ſtrong and vigorouy, becauſe hot axoeet and 
encouraged by the approbation of reaſon, our moſt noble faculty. 

6. Reaniples alſo do pleaſe the mind and ' fancy in contettplation of 
thei, thence drawi ng a conſiderable influence upon practice. No kind 
of ſtudious entertaitiment doth ſo generally delight as Hiſtory g"or tt 
cradition of remarkable examples : even thoſe, who have an abhotren- 
cy or indiſpoſition toward other ſtudies (who. have no gem 
hend the more intricate ſubtilties of ſcience ; nor the patience | 
rational conſequenees) are' yet often much taken with hiſtorical n 
tions z theſe Ctriking them with a deleQuble vaticty of actidents 
circumſtantial deſcriptions, and ſenſible repreſents 

reatly afe&, and delight their fancies; eſpecially the gelation of 

e adventures, and rare accidents 19 wort td; be « attended wit 

leafure and fatisfaction. And ſuch are thoſt,. Which prefetit to u 
bw and examples of holy men, abounding with wondets of provide 
and prace: no attempts ſo gallant, no exploits ſo illuſtrious as th 
which have been atchieved by the faith and patience, by the prudence an 
courage of the ancient Saints ; they do far ſurpaſs the a famous ar: 
chievemeits of Pagan heroes : It was (I dare ſay) more wotiderfull, 
Abraham with his retinue of Houſhold Servants ſhould vanquiſh Ih pos 
tent and victorious Kings; and that Gideon with three hundred unar- 
med men ſhould diſcotnfit a vaſtly numerous hoſt' ; Than that Alexa 
der with a well appoitited army of ſtout and expert Souldiets ſhould 
overturh the Perfan Empire. The Siege of Ferichd is fo far tore remar 
kable, than thoſe thoſt famous ones of Namantia, and Sagas, as it is 
more ſtrange, that the blaſt of Trumpets, and the noiſe of people ſhow: 
ting ſhoul demoliſh walls, than the ſhaking them with Rams, or dif 
charging maſly ſtones againſt therh. And he thar carefully will comt- 
pare the deeds of Sampſov and Hercules, ſhall find, that one true ex- 
ploit performed by the former doth much in force,. and ſtrangeneſs ſur- 
mourtt the ndogs "ooo labours of Nis other: No rium phs inc 

are compira tothoſe of piety: no tr are fo magnificent an 
rable, as thoſe which viddrian faith ereQeth ; that | nſtory 

ich reports the res ge//2, the as and ſaffer ngs of moſt pious men, 
mult in reaſon be eſteemed. not onely the moſt uſefull, but alfo the moſt 
pleaſant; yielding! the ſweeteſt entertainment to well diſpoſed minds ; 

re Expreſſed, not-1in bare idea onely, but in a&tua 
- mall its beauty, and ornaments: than which no 
ſpeRtacle 


ad... 
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ſpectacle can be more lately, no object more grateſull can be preſented 
to the diſcerning eye of reaſon. — 7 
7. We may tarthermore conſider, that God hath provided, and re- 
commended;to us one example, as a perfet ſtandard of good practice ; 
the example of our 'Lord; the which'declareth the ufe, and efficacy of 
good example; as one principal inſtrument of piety. That indeed is 
the moſt univerſal, abſolute and afſured pattern ; yer doth it not ſuper- 
ſede the uſe of other examples : Not onely the valour and condutt of the 
General, but thoſe of inferiour officers, yea, the reſolution of common 
; ſouldiers do ſerve to anirnate their fellows : the ſtars have their ſeaſon to 
guide us, as well as the Sun ;. eſpecially when our eyes are ſo weak, as 
| hardly to bear the day. Even, conſidering our infirmity, inferionr exam- 
ples, by their imperte&tion ſometime have a peculiar advantage : Our 
Lord's moſt imitable practice did proceed from an immenſe vertue of 
divine grace, which we cannot arrive to; it 1n it felt. is ſo perfe&t and 
high, that we may not ever reach it ; looking upon it may theretore 
ſometimes dazle, and diſcourage our weakneſs; but other good men had 
aſfiſtences in meaſure, fuch as we may hope to approach unto; they were 
fubject to the difficulties, which wetcel ; they were expoled to the perils 
of falling, which we fear : we may therefore hope to march on in a 
reaſonable diſtance after them ; we may, by help ot the ſame grace come 
near 1n tranſcribing their leſs exact copy, 
To conclude, ſince upon fo many accounts we are obliged to follow 

ood examples ; ſince they are of ſo great uſe toward our proceeding in 
the way .to happineſs; thence they conduce to the clear in{truftion of 
our underſtanding, to the forcibly inclining our reaſon, to the vehement 
excitement of our paſſions, to the delighttully affe&ting our imaginati- 
on in ſubſerviency to good praQtice; let us make that due and profitable 
uſe of them, which we ſhould and may do. Let us with diligent atten- 
tion peruſing the ſacred hiſtory meditate upon the lives of holy men 
therein propounded as patterns of a perſevering faith in God, and con- 
ſcionable obedience to his commandments. Let the light of their exem- 
plary practice inallkind of piety and vertue continually ſhine upon our 
ſouls, to direct our minds, to inflame our affections, to quicken our re- 

ſolutions, to detect the errours, and correct the faults of our lives, that 
we imitating their vertuous, and pious converſation may partake of thoſe 
comfortable rewards ; of that joy, and bliſs, whereof they-reſt poſſeſſed ; 
the which God Almighty, and our Bleſſed Saviour the authour and fini- 
ſher of our faith by his gratious aid and bleſſing grant untous ; to whom 
for ever be all glory and praiſe for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Rom. 8. 10, 
Gil. 2. 20, 
Eph. 3. 17. 
Gal. 4. 19. 
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i JOHN. 2.6. 


He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to 
walh as he walked, : 


O abide in Chriſt, to be inChriſt, to put on Chriſt; and 
8s nga Chriſt's being in us, living, dwelling, being for- 
med in us; and the like expreſſions occurring in H. Scri- 
pture , do not denote any Phyſical inherence, or Eſfenti- 
al conjunction between Chriſt and us ( ſuch as thoſe who 
afſe&t unintelligible myſteries rather than plain ſenſe, would conceit ) 
but onely that mutual relation accruing from. our profeſſion of being 
Chriſt's diſciples, our being inſerted into his body the Church, being go- 
verned - by his Laws, partaking of his Grace, with all the privileges of 
the Goſpel, relying upon his promiſes, and hoping for eternal falvation 
fron him. By virtue of which relation we may be ſaid in a myſtical, 
or moral manner to be united to him, deriving {ſtrength and ſuſtenance 
from him, as the members from the head, the branches from the tree, 
the other parts of the building from the foundation ; by which fimili- 
tudes this myſterious union 1s uſually expreſſed in Scripture; in effe&t 


briefly, to be in, or to abide in Chriſt implyeth no more, but our bein 


truly, in faith and practice, Chriſtians: ſo that the meaning of St. 7ohr's 
words ſeemeth plainly and ſimply to be this; Whoever pretends to be 


a Chriſtian (that is, to believe the Doftrine, and embrace the Diſcipline 


of Chriſt) ought to walk ( that is, is obliged to order the whole courſe 
of his life and ations) as Chri/t walked ( that is, as Chriſt did live and 


converſe in the World : ) Or, it is the duty of every one, profeſſing Chri- 
| ſtianity, 
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Serm. III. Of walking as. Chriſt did. | 29 
lianity, to conform his life tothe pattern of Chriffs life, to follow his ex- 


ample, to imitate his praftice, This is the importance of the words, this 
the ſubje&t of our preſent diſcourſe. F | 


FIR "Ry 
» 
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I. For illaſtration and confirmation of which point, we may obſerve; 
that the H. poſi/es do., upon all occaſions, affume this ſuppoſition, 
when they would perſuade their diſciples to the prattice of any vertue, or 
performance of any duty ; enforcing their exhortations, by repreſenting 
the prattice of Chrift, as an unqueſtionable ground of obligation, and an 
effectual inducement thereto. Hence they incite them to Holineſs : 
But ( faith St. Peter ) as he that hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy 1 Pet. 1.15 
in all manner of converſation; to charity : And walk in love ( faith Saint Eph. s. 2- 
Paul ) as Chriſt alſo loved us: to patience : Beeauſe T faith St. Peter ) 1 Pct, 2. 21. 
Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, that we ſhould fpllow his 
ſteps. And, Let ws { ſaith the: Apoſtle to the Hebrews ) run with pati- Heb. 12. 1. 
ence the race that is ſet before us, looking unto Feſus the authour and finiſh- 
er of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet before him endured the croſs : 
to humility ; Le? ( faith Saint Paul) the ſame mind be in you, which Phil. 2. 2. 
was alſo in Chriſt Feſus, who being in the form of God, thought it no rob- 
bery to be equal with God, but made himſelf of no reputation : to charita- 
ble compliance, and inoffenfive demeanour toward others, intimated by 
St. Paul , when he fays, Even as 7 pleaſe all men in all things, not ſeek- 1 Cor. 10. 
ing my. own profit , but the profit of many, that they might be ſaved ; Be 55 © © A 
ye followers of me, as T am of Chriſt; and again, Let every one pleaſe his Rom. 15. 5. = 
neighbour for his good to edificatton ; for even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf. U 
Thus do the Apoſtles take all occaſion , from the' like prattice of Chri/t 
to perſuade the performance of duty ; and the ſtrength of their argu- 
ment lyeth upon ' the evidence of this ſuppoſition, that all profeſſing 
themfelves Chriſtians are eſpecially obliged to imitate Chri/?'s example. 
And their authority may be backd and inforced by ſeveral rea- 
ſons. on ; - 


. Il. Doing fo hath a reaſonableneſs and decency grounded upon our 
relations to Chriff - it is fit and comely that the manners of the diſci- 
ple ſhould be regulated by thoſe of his Maſter; that the Servant ſhould 
not, in his garb and demeanour, diſſent or vary from his Lord ; that the 
Subje&t ſhoujd conform his humour to the faſhion of his Prince; eſpeci- 
ally thatgve ſhould thus comply and conform to ſuch a Maſter , ſuch a 
Lord, ſuch a Prince, whom ( upon higheſt conſiderations ) by a moſt 
voluntary choice, and in a moſt ſolemn manner we have abſolutely de- 
' voted our ſelves unto : This reaſon our Lord doth himſelf urge : 7e (faith 
he to hus diſciples } calkme Maſter, and Lord, and ye ſay well. for fo I am; if Joh. 5, 14: "3 
I then your Lord and Maſter have waſhed your feet, ye ought alſo to waſh | 13 
one anothers feet. "I 


III. Following Chri/s example is requiſite to demonſtrate the fince- 
rity of our faith, love and reverence to him. It is the moſt natural way 
of teſtifying affeftion and reſpe& to imitate the manners of thoſe per- 
ſons,. who are The objects of thoſe acts and diſpoſitions ; to eſteem what 
they approve, to delight in what they affe&, and conſequently ( ſince 
actions do proceed from affetions) to doe as they doe. Contrary aCti- 
ons are plain arguments of contrary judgments, inclinations and affect!- 
ons: 
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Of walking as Chriſt did. vol. IL 


Joh. 13- 35: 


ons : Who can imagine we ſincerely believe in Chri/t, or heartily love 
him, or truly honour him, that ſeeth. us to loath. what he liked, or at- 
fe&t what he deteſted; to contemn what he prized; or value what he de- 
ſpiſed ; to negle& what he purſued, or embrace what he avoided ? but 
it our lives reſemble his, any man will thence colle& our reſpect and 
afie&ion to him : this argument our Saviour doth alſo intimate :: By ths 
( faith he) ſhall all men know ye are my diſciples, if ye love one another ; 
that is, it will be an evident ſign and ſirong argument, that ye really 
do believe in, love and honour me, if ye imitate me in my cha- 
rity. | 


IV. By pretending to be Chriſtians we acknowledge the tranſcendent 
goodneſs, worth and excellency of-our Saviour; that he was incompara- 
bly better, and wiſer than any perſon ever was, or could be; that he al- 
ways acted with the higheſt reaton, out of the moſt excellent diſpoſition 
of mind, in order to. the beſt purpoſes; and that. his. praQtice therefore 
reaſonably ſhould be: the rule and pattern of ours. For the beſt and ex- 
atteſt in every kind is the meaſure of the reſt: . All that would obtain 
exquiſite skill in any-art, or faculty, think beſt to imitate the works ot 
the beſt Maſters therein ; A Painter to draw aſter the' pieces of Zeuxs 
or Apelles ( of Raphael, or Titian ) an Oratour to ſpeak 1n the ſtyle of 
Cicero, or Demoſthenes; a Souldier to emulate the military Atchieve- 
ments of /Zaxnibal, or.Ceſar : in like manner, reaſon requireth, if we 
would live well and* happily, that we ſhould endeavour to conform 
our praCtice to that of our Saviour, the moſt perfe& mirrour of albver- 
tue and goodneſs. _ LN 


V. The praice of our Saviour did throughly agrec with his Doctrine 
and Law ; he required nothing of us which he did not eminently per- 
form himſelf. He fu/f/ed in deed as well as taught 


'OuNv Juyedmer 4% xa ab 1M Word all righteouſneſs. He was not ignava ope- 


ys gnorreveles Chryl. 


ra, Philsfophi ſententia ; like thoſe Maſters of Phi- 


0» =; Cu  Te;rs ran.  loſophy, ſo frequently taxed and derided by the Sa- 


Es Yo Naz. 


Luc, 11. 46. 


. zyriſts; who, by a horrid garb, ſupercilious looks, 
.and loud declamations, would ſeem to diſcountenance 
thoſe vices whiclt themſelves praQtifed ; nor Jike thoſe hypocritical 
Lawyers in the Goſpel, who laded other men with heavy burthens, ſuch 
as themſelves would not touch with one of their fingers : No, he impoſed 
nothing on us, which he did not firſt bear upon his- own ſhoulders : the 
ſtritnels of his life did, in all reſpects, correſpond with the ſeverity of his 
precepts; or rather did indeed much exceed them. They therefore who 
pretend to believe his doctrine, and avow themſelves bound to obſerve 
his Law, are conſequently engaged to follow his practice, in which his 
Doctrine and Law are ſignally exemplified. | 


VI. It being the deſign of divine goodneſs, in ſending our Saviour, to 
render us good and happy, to deliver us from ſin-and miſery, to inſtrut 
us in the knowledge, and excite us to the practice of all vertue; and 
thereby to qualifie us for the enjoyment of a bleſſed imnfortality ; effect- 
ing all this in a way agreeable to our natural condition and capacity ; 
ticre could not be deviſed any more powerfull means, or more conveni- 
ent method of accompliſhing thoſe excellent purpoſes, than by pro- 
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ring in general the advantage and ef- 
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xr excellency of our Saviout's exathple aboys all othicrs, in order 

ds; and 3. 'by fi rveyir the particultr inſtances of ifriitable 
d in the life of f Saviour. 


pte te js naturally af effetual on egy of of $904 prac- 
E it doth moſt compendiouſly, pleaſan - Hes tly inſtruct; 
repre ending things to be dons at; one view ina fu oy, cluthed with. 
all their in tmodes and circumſtances; it recortirends thein to us, by the 
ot plaiti and plauſible way of reaſoning, ( and withall the ye ſure 
>” Br bay 6 7 of wile and pood men; it encourageth, by evi- 
claring the pr: Aicableticfs of tules preſerib'd; if © Kindfeth th-and 
Ft a kind of contagion, 4s one flatne doth kindle 
doing lautable things, which 


t "din ſhame and regret in them who 

Ys cot Fr, it awakeneth cutiofity, thereby producing a de- 

w to this trial of what it propoſeth ; it afaeth and pleaſeth the 
7, thereby infinuating an approbation, admiration and hiking of the 
hing BS, which it rep 6p Ds it  6xciteth and engageth all 
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iti good pradtice, ſurpaſs all others; upon ſeveral accomipts. 


PE In this i i" a ſure and infallible rule; an entite and perfe& rule of 
praQtice'; deficient in no part, ſwerving in no circuiniſtance from truth 
rig t / which privileges are competent to no other exatnple. The 
rack 1Q e of the þ ) | men is not tcp to be imitated , nor ever abſo- 
Jute 
| ed amine and compared to more certain rules ; ( the 
ine IEG ON and the Principles of right "pe according to their a- 
2ment with which they are to be followed; they are indeed (before 
Y- Aablc its of what is done by them being 
; the do outweigh ſlender and obſcure reaſonings 
_ about rhe gooanels of tl ey may, when opportunity, letfure, ot 
ability of farther inquiry anc judgment about things are wanting, ſerve to 
direct us; but tics are not throughly fure rules, or perfect meaſures of 
our duty. We ſhould beware left we be ſeduced even by holy perſons; 
and therefore with circumſpection and caution ſhould peruſe their ſto- 
© their dem THe he ; whereof thoſe which are explicit- 
ved by 1 ine judgment; we may, being aſſu- 
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Of walking. as Chriſt did. 
fo argue from the fad to the rightfulneſs of them; the ſafeſt way bei 


always { as we are able ) to have recourſe, to the ſimple, plain and per- 


ſpicuous precepts of God, and diCtatesof reaſon, For the beſt men have | 
beeri always ſubject to errours and infirmities ; he fountain of original 
corruption in them was never ſodrycd up, or, eloſely ſtopped, but that 


ſome impure ſtreams have bubbled forth; the fire of natural concupil- 
cence was never ſoutterly quenched, but that ſometimes it would blaze, 
or ſmoak out in bad ations; that- inteſtine enemy , ( the fleth..) was 
never throughly ſubdued, nor the. body of fin quite ſlain and. mortified 
in any other mortal man: Good men haye ever had ſome foul ſpots, 
| ious face of their converſat 
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folly and impiety; ſuſpe& any fault, or.imperfetion, in his moſt pure, 
righteous and innocent life: He was holy, harmleſs , 

wundefiled, and ſeparated from finners : He was a lamb tieb. 9.26. 1 Pet. 1. 19. 
without blemiſh and without ſpot ; Fe was in all points Toh, 4+ 15. 1 Pet. 2. 22. 
tempted as we i fo without fin. He did no fin, OP 


nor was any guile found in his mouth. - God gave him 

of his ſpirit not by meaſure : theſe are the voices and elogies of the Sa- 
cred Oracles concerning him. The heavenly extraction, even of his hu- 
manity, derived no original contagion from our polluted ſtock, and ren- 
dred him free from the common incentives of evil concupiſcence. The 
inſeparable preſence of the Divinity with him (for God was with him , a8. to. 38. 
as St. Peter expreſſed it ) and the unreſtrained effuſion of the H. Spirit 
upon him did preſerve him from alldefilements of infeQtious converſation 
in this world; a clear evidence of divine light always ſhining in his ſoul, 
directed him infallibly in the paths of truth and righteouſneſs; . No tem- 
peſt of croſs accidents without, nor any eſtuations of internal paſſion 
could dſcompoſe the ſteady calm and ſerenity of his mind ; no allure- 
ment of worldly pleaſure, nor temptation of profit could pervert his 
practice, or ſeduce his heart, being enflamed with moſt intenſe love of 
God, and entire charity to Men : ſo that his example muſt needs be a 
perfect rule and ſure direftion to us. Which conſideration cannot but 
yield great encouragement and comfort in following him; freeing us 
from all anxiousdoubt, and ſuſpicion of miſtake in our ſpiritual progreſs; 
like the preſence of a ſure guide to the bewildred traveller ; like the ap- 
pearance of a Star to the weather-beaten mariner ; like that miraculous 
pillar of fire , which ſafely conduQted the wandring 7ſraelites through 
the unknown and unfrequented paſſages of a wild Defart. But farther, 


Secondly, The peculiar excellencyof our Lgrd's example appears, itt 

that he was, by the Divine Providence, to this very purpoſe deſigned , 
and ſent into the world, as well by his praQtice as by his dotrine, to be 
the | mi and maſter of holy life, and obedience to all men; and did ac- 
cordingly propound to himſelf this end of his aQi- 
ons, that he might be imitated by his diſciples. So ay fin 8 ans ivicvoy, © 
he declareth himſelf;as to ſome conſiderable paſſages 957% | mwns Niuares , an nds 
of his life, and thence, by reaſonable inference, we 7% cry. Tom. 2: p. Br. 
may ſuppoſe the ſame of the reſt, ſo far as they 

_ might be conducible to the ſamgend; eſpecially , ſince of ſome perfor- 
-mances, no other, or no ſo probable accompt can be given, as that they 
were done for exemplarity : For why ſhould he faſt, who had no ſins to 
be repented of, no rebellious fleſh to be tamed, no intemperate deſires to 
be ROT £400 coldneſs of devotion to be enlivened thereby ? And why 
did he ofter himſelf to be Baptized, who had no original ſtain to be clean- 
ſed of, no fault to be forgiven, no want of ſpecial grace to be conferr'd? 
Why, but by his exemplary fulfilling all 2%; nt oY to teach us ready 
obedience to all Divine Inſtitutions, and peaceable compliance with all 
laudable cuſtoms: So an ancient Writer wiſely deſcanteth upon thoſe 
praQtices of our Saviour : Ze was (faith that Wri- 
: ) i 425 , and faſted, not becauſe he had need "Efanridn v irewor ts eb; e 
of any cleanſing, or faſting, who in nature was pure Morn”, 0 Jn es ASH! Sa 
and holy ; but that he 2 rht atteſt to the Pa of 2 ba fog ;wy dag Ira ag *-Z:radh 
St. John, and might My, a pattern tous, What 09 % "dv "Yeptuy Tacogys. 
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inducd him to condeſcend to ſuch a misbefeeming employment to 
appearance,as the waſhing of his diſciples feet he doth himſelt tell us: /f 7 
then ( ſaith he ) your Lord and Maſter have waſhed your feet, ye ought 
alſo to waſh one anothers feet; for T have given you an example, that ye 
ſhould doe as I have done unto you. This was his profeſſed ſcope and 
drift , in that admirable deportment of his, to teach us humility, cha- 
rity and condeſcenſion toward the meaneſt of our brethren. What did 
thoſe exuberant inſtances of charity, practiſed by him, import ? this e- 
ſpecially , that we ſhould imitate them ; hither he drives them ; 7his 


Joh. 15. 12. ( faith he ) is my commandment, that ye love one another, as T have loved 


you. Why was he, in his diſpoſition, ſo meek and gentle, in his converſa- 
tion ſo humble and lowly? to this purpoſe, that we might of him learn 


Matt. 11 29+ thoſe excellent qualities: Learn of me ( faith he ) for 7 am meek and 


lowly in heart. And, St. Peter faith, That Chriſt ſuffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that we ſhould follow his ſteps ; {ignitying, that he deſign- 
ed his patience to be exemplary to us. If then our Saviour, in his hu- 
mility, his charity, his meeknels, his patience, intended his life to be ex- 
emplary, and exprefly propounded it as ſuch; then certainly, in his de- 
votion, his ſelf-denial, his juſtice, in all other vertues he had the fame in- 
tention ; and what he intended, God deſigned to be ; and what God de- 
ſigned to be, was doubtleſs eminently conducible to the end deſigned ; 
and therefore our Saviour's life was moſt exemplary. Other Saints in- 
deed were of very exemplary converſation, but either proved to be ſo , 
according to ordinary courſe of providence, without any peculiar deſfig- 
nation thereto ( their free choice conſpiring, with God's grace, in pro- 
ducing good works ſhining before men ) or at moſt, by a reſtrained de- 
termination to ſome particular time, place, or peo- 

ple; as Moſes was choſen and appointed to conduct 


At. 7. 35. Pal. 106. 23. : . | 
CET the {/raelites ; David was taken from the ſheepfold, 


and following the ews great with young, to feed Jacob 


Plal. 78. 70. Jer: I. 5. God's people, and Iirael his inheritance; Jeremy was 


ſanRifed from his birth, and ordained to be a Pro- 
phet of the Nations in his times, and St. Pau! was ſeparated from the 
womb to be a Preacher of the Chriſtian faith: theſe, and ſuch like e- 
minent perſons, Almighty God, in his goodneſs, was pleaſed to raiſe up, 
to be, in their generations, as it were partial and temporary Saviours, as 
by declaring his will, and revealing his truth to 


Joh. 5. 35- men, ſo by guiding them with a remarkable ex- 


ample; theſe burning and ſhining * lamps (as Saint 


* Avxvos 5 xevbucres of pyyr, John the Baptiſt is called ) were indeed, like lamps 


Joh. I. 9» 
Luc, 2. 31, 
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ſet up in ſome particular families, with a competent 

luſtre, to diſpell the preſent darkneſs, ſhining within 

their definite ſphere, and for a determinate time; but our Saviour, like 
the Sun, fixed in a higher orb, was ordained with a perpetual and un- 
confined ſplendour to illuminate the Univerſe; to cauſe a general and 
everlaſting day of healthfull and comfortable knowledge over the face of 
the whole earth: He was that true light, which enlightneth every man 
coming into the world; He was prepared before the face of all people , 
to be a light to lighten the nations ( not Iſrael onely , but the Nations 
indefinitely,or all Nations.) He was ordained,not commander of a ſingle 
regiment, or party, but Captain-General of all mankind, to conduct all 
thoſe who were diſpoſed to follow him, by a viQorious obedience, into 
that 


als. 


Serm. III. Of walking as Chriſt did. 
that triumphant eſtate of everlaſting joy and happineſs. His example 
doth belong unto us all without exception, by divine ordination ; for we, 
all of us, were ( to uſe St. Paul's expreſſion ) predeſtivated to be confor- rom. 8. 25: 
med to the image of God's Son ; that he might be the firſt-born among many 
brethren. -So it was, and fo it became the infinite goodneſs, and philan- 
thropy of God, to beſtow upon Mankind one perfe&ly good example,invi- 
ring to all vertue,and ſo fit to countervail all thoſe many bad ones, where- 
with we converſe, enticing to vice ; to ſet forth, among ſo many imper- 
fe& ones, one accompliſhed piece of his heavenly workmanſhip, able to 
attraQ the eyes, and raviſh the hearts of all men with admiration of its 
excellent worth and beauty ; to offer to our view 
ſome diſcernible repreſentation of his inviſible per- Joh. s. 19. "A ap & indive; m7) 
fectians ; that ſo we might better be induced and 7%"* % © 4% opolas mu 
inured to apprehend , love, reverence and imitate 
himſelf, by contemplation of that moſt exquiſite image of him ; to give 
- an evident proof, that the higheſt vertue is not unpraQticable, that hu- 
mane nature, by aid and guidance of the Divine Spirit, may arrive to 
the ſublimeſt pitch of perfe&ion in goodneſs ; in fine, to expoſe ſuch a 
common, ſweet and lovely pattern, as we with aſſurance, joy and com- 
fort may follow. 
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Thirdly, Our Saviours example is eſpecially influential upon practice, _ 
in that it was, by an admirable temperament , niore accommodated 
for imitation than any others have been: That the perfect cOPF of his 
moſt holy life ſeems more eafie to be tranſcribd, than the ruder draughts 
of other holy Men; for though it were written with an incomparable 
fairneſs, delicacy and evenneſs ; not flurred with any foul blot, not any 
where declining from exatt ſtreightneſs ; yet were the lineaments there- 
of exceedingly plain and ſimple; not by any gaudy flouriſhes, or im- 
pertinent. intrigues rendred difficult to ſtudious imitation; ſo that even 
women and children, the weakeſt and meaneſt fort of people, as well 
| as the moſt wiſe and ingenious, might eaſily perceive its deſign, and 
with good ſucceſs write after it. His was a gentle and ſteady light; 
bright indeed, but not dazling the eye ; warm, but not ſcorching the 
face of the moſt intent beholder ; No affe&ted ſingularities, no ſuperci- 
lious moroſities , no frivolous oftentations of ſeemingly high, but really 
fruitleſs performances ; nothing that might deter a timorous, diſcourage 
a weak, or offend a ſcrupulous diſciple, is obſervable in his praftice : 
but on the contrary, his converſation was full of lowlineſs and condeſcen- 
ſion, of meckneſs and ſweetneſs, of openneſs and candid ſimplicity; apt 
to invite and allure all men to approach toward it, and with ſatisfaction 
to enjoy it. He did not feclude himſelf into the conſtant retirements of 
a Cloiſter, nor into the farther receſſes of a wilderneſs { as ſome others 
have done ) but converſed freely and indifferently with all forts of men; 
even the moſt contemptible and odious ſort of men, Publicavs and Sin- 
zers; like the Sun, with an impartial bounty, liberally imparting his plea- 
fant light and comfortable warmth to all. He uſed no uncouth auſte- 
rities 1n habit, or diet, but complyed, in his garb, with ordinary uſage, 
and ſuſtained his life with ſuch food as A ty did offer; ſo 
that his indifferency, in that kind, yielded matter of obloquy againſt 
_ him from the fond admirers of a Humorous preciſeneſs. His devotions, 
( though exceedingly ſprightfull and fervent ) were not uſually W 
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tended to a tedious and exhauſting durance, nor ſtrained into ecſtatical 
tranſports, charming the natural ſenſes, and overpowering the reaſon; but 
calm, ſteady and regular, ſuch as perſons of honeſt intention and hearty 
deſire ( though not-endued with high fancy, or ſtirring paſſion.) might 
readily imitate. His zeal was not violent or impetuous, except upon 
very great reaſon, and extraordinary occaſion, when the honour of God, 
or good of Men, was much concerned. He was not rigorous in the ob- 
ſervance of traditional rites and cuſtoms, ( ſuch as were needleſſly bur- 
thenſome , or which contained in them more of formal ſhew, than of 
real fruit ) yet behaved himſelf orderly and peaceably, giving due re- 
ſpect to the leaſt inſtitution of God, and complying with the innocent 


cuſtoms of men; thereby pointing out unto us the middle way between 


pecviſh ſuperſtition and: boiſterous faQtion ; which as always the. moſt 
honeſt, ſo commonly is the moſt ſafe and pleaſant way to walk in. He 
delighted not to diſcourſe of ſublime myſteries ( although his deep wilſe- 
dom comprehended all ) nor of ſubtile ſpeculations and intricate queſti- 


ons, ſuch as might amule and perplex, rather than inſtru& and profit his. 


auditours ; but uſually did feed his auditours with the moſt common 
and uſefull truths, and that in the moſt familiar and intelligible language ; 
not diſdaining the uſe of vulgar fayings, and trivial proverbs, when 
they beſt ſerved to inſinuate his wholſome meaning into their minds. 
His whole'life was ſpent in exerciſe of the moſt eaſe and pleaſant, yet 
molt neceſſary and ſubſtantial duties; obedience to God, charity, meek- 
neſs, humility, patience, and the like; the which, that he might praQtiſe 
with the greateſt latitude, and with moſt advantage for general imitati- 


on, he did not addi&t himſelf to any particular way of lite, but difentan-_ 


gled himſelf from all worldly care and buſineſs ; chuſing to appear in 


the moſt free, though very mean condition ; that/he might indifferent- 
ly inſtruct, by his example, perſons of all callings, degrees and capacities; 


eſpecially the moſt, that is the poor; and might have opportunity, in 
the face of the world, to praiſe the moſt difficult of neceſſary duties ; 
lowlinefs, contentednefs, abſtinence from pleaſure, contempt of the world, 
ſufferance of injuries and reproaches. Thus ſuted and temper'd by Di- 
vine Wiſedom was the life of our Blefled Saviour , that all forts of men 
might be in an equal capacity to follow him, that none might be offend- 
ed, afirighted, or diſcouraged, but that all might be pleaſed, delighted, 
enamourd with the homely Majeſty, and plain beauty thereof: And in 
effect fo it happened,ghat ordinary people (the weakeſt, but ſincereſt,and 
unprejudic'd fort of men) were greatly taken with, moſt admired and ap- 
plauded his deportment ; many of them readily embracing his doQtrine, 
and devoting themſelves to his diſcipline; while onely the proud, en- 
vious, covetous and ambitious Scribes and: Lawyers rejeted his excel- 
oy OTE , ſcorned the heavenly ſumplicity, and holy integrity of 
is life. | | 


Fourthly, The.tranſcendent excellency of our Lord's example appear- 
eth, in that it is attended with the greateſt obligations ( of gratitude 
and ingenuity, of juſtice, of intereſt, of duty.) mightily engaging us to 
tollow it. For 'tis not the example of an ordinary, or inconfiderable 
perſon, of a ſtranger, of one indifferent, or unrelated to'us ; but of a 
glorious Prince, of heavenly extra&ion ; ( the firſt-born Son of the 
Almighty God , ſole heir ot eternal Majeſty ).of our Lord and Ma- 

TT {ter, 
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ſter , to whom we are for ever bound, by indiſpenſable bands of 
duty and obedience ; of our great Captain, who hath undertaken ro 
ſubdue our enemies , and hath obliged us to follow his condu&t, in a 
holy warfare, againſt them, by moſt ſolemn ſacraments and vows ; 
of our beſt friend, from whom we have received the greateſt favours 
and benefits' imaginable ; of our moſt gratious Saviour, who , for 
our ſake, hath voluntarily ſuſtained moſt bitter pains, and ſhameful! 
contumelies ; having facrificed his deareſt heart-bloud to redeem us 
from intolerable ſlaveries , and from extremities of horrible miſery ; 
of him , to whom, 1n all reſpe&s, we do owe the higheſt reſpect, love 
and obſervance that can be : Now it is the nature and property both 
of reſpe& and love (ſuch as upon ſo many grounds we owe to him) to 
beget in the perſon reſpeQting and loving, an endeavour ( anſwerable 
to the degrees of thoſe difpoſitions ) of conforming to, and reſem- 
bling the qualities and manners of the 'perſon+ reſpetted, or beloved. 
We fe how readily children do comply with the cuſtoms of their Pa- 
rents and Tutours ; ſervants of their Maſters and Patrons ; ſubjes ot 
their Princes and Governours, with a ſtudious earneſtneſs compoſing 
themſelves to expreſs in their carriage, not onely their good or their 
indifferent faſhions and manners, but even their moſt palpable defor- 
mities and vices ; inſomuch, that a whole family, a city, a nation 
may be debauchd from-its ſobriety , or reform'd from its diffoluteneſs, 
even inſtantly, by the example of one perſon, who, by his, place, power 
and authority , challengeth extraordinary reverence from men: and 
much greater influence hath hearty love to transform our manners 
into an agreement with the manners of him we | 
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love : What a man loves, that he imitateth ſo much «, i bavt ne of pnut)e: Teas 


as lies in. his power , faith Fierocles, truly. For $6] Hier. 

love being founded on a good efteem; and 2 be-. 

nevolent inclination thence reſulting , engageth the afteCtionate per- 
ſon to admire the qualities of him he affecteth , to obſerve his deport- 
ments, to make the moſt advantageous conſtruction of what he doeth ; 
to fanſite he doeth all things with beſt reaſon and diſcretion ; to deem 
therefore , that all his a&ions deſerve and require imitation : hence 
doth love either find , or ſoon produce a competent fimilitude in the 
parties, (.a ſimilitude of mind , of will, of inclination and affei- 
on ; ant Eadem- velle & mole : ) It doth forcibly attract as to a vi- 
cinity of place and converſe, fo to an agreement of affeftions and 


ations; it -uniteth the! moſt diſtant," it reconcileth the moſt oppoſite, 


it turneth the moſt diſcordant natures into a ſweet conſent, and har- 
 mony of diſpoſition' and demeanour. We then having the greateſt rea- 
ſon both to honour and love our Saviour , ſurely his example being 
duly ſtudied' and conſidered by us, muſt needs obtain a ſuperlative 
influence upon our practice, arid be very powerfull to conform, and 
aſſimilate it to his. 


"Theſe conſiderations may ſuffice , to ſhew the” peculiar excellency 
of our Saviour's example in vertue, and efficacy upon our practice; 
the ſame more abundantly might be deduc'd from a ſurvey of the 
moſt conſiderable particulars , in which we may and ought to imi- 
tate him. But the time will not ſuffer us to launch forth into ſo vaſt 


a ſea of diſcourſe. I ſhall onely therefore, from the premilſles, _ ; 
| | That 


v 


of valine as Chriſt did. Vol. III 


Coll. after 
Eaſter , 2- 


That if any earneſt deſire of happineſs, any high eſteem of vertue, any 
true affection to genuine ſanCtity do lodge in our breaſts, we ſhould ap- 
ply this moſt excellent means of attaining them ; the ſtudy and endea- 
vour of imitating the life of our Lord: It we have in us any truth and 
ſincerity, and do not vainly prevaricate in our profeſſion of being Chriſt's 
diſciples, and votaries of that moſt Holy Inſtitution, let us manifeſt it 
by a real conformity to the praftice of him who is our maſter, and au- 
thour of our faith; If we have in us any wiſedom, or ſober conſideration 
of things, let us employ it in following the ſteps of that infallible guide, 
deſigned by heaven to lead us in the ſtreight, even and pleaſant ways of 
righteouſneſs, unto the poſſeſſion of everlaſting bliſs: If we do verily 
like, and approve the practice of Chri/, and are affeQted with the inno- 
cent, ſweet and lovely comelineſs thereof, let us declare ſuch our mind 
by a ſedulous care to reſemble it. If we bear any honour and reve- 
rence, any love and affetion to Chriſt; if we are at all ſenſible of our 
relations, our manifold obligations, our duties to our great Lord, our beſt 
friend, our moſt gratious Redeemer ; let us teſtifie it by a zealous care 
to become like to him: Let a lively image of his moſt righteous and 


innocent, moſt holy and pious, moſt. pure and ſpotleſs life be ever ol | 


ſent to our fancies ; ſo, as to inform our judgments, to excite our a 
tions, to quicken our-endeavours, to regulate our purpoſes, to corre 
our miſtakes, to dire, amend and fanttifie our whole lives. Let us , 
with inceſſant diligence of ſtudy, meditate upon the beſt of Hiſtories , 
wherein the tenour of his divine practice is repreſented to us; revolving 
frequently in our thoughts all the moſt conſiderable paſſages thereot , 
entertaining them with devout paſſions, impreſſing them on our memo- 
ries, and ſtriving to expreſs them in our converſations ; Let us endea- 
vour continually to walk in the ſteps of our Lord , and to follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goeth ; which that we may be able to doe, do 
thou, O Bleſſed Redeemer, draw us ; draw us by the cords of thy love; 
draw us by the ſenſe of thy goodneſs ; draw us by the incomparable 
worth and excellency of thy perſon ; draw. us by the unſpotted purit 


and beauty of thy example ; draw us by the merit of thy pretious death, 


and by the power of thy Holy Spirit ; Draw ws, good Lord, and we 
ſhall run after thee. Amen. 


Almighty God, who haſt oor thine onely Sou to be unto us, both a ſa- 
crifice for fin, and a 
that we may always moſt thankfully receive that his ineſtimable be- 
nefit ; and alſo daily endeavour our ſebves to follow the Bleſſed ſteps 
of his moſt Feoly life, through the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


0 an enſample of godly life ; give us grace , 


SUBMISSION 


Divine Will. 


_ LUKE. 22. 42 


Nevertheleſs let not my will, but thine be done, Matt, 26. 39. 


HE great controverſie, managed with ſuch earneſtheſs 
and obſtinaty between God and Man, is this, whoſe will 
ſhall take place, his or ours: Almighty God , by whoſe 
conſtant proteftion and great mercy we ſubſiſt, doth claim 
to himſelf the authority of regulating our practice, and 

difpoſing our fortunes; but we affect to be our own Maſters and car- 
vers; not willingly admitting any law, not patiently brooking any con- 
dition, which doth not fort with our fancy and pleaſure: to make 

his right, God bendeth all his forces, and applieth all proper means both 
of ſweetneſs and ſeverity ( perſnading us by arguments, ſoliciting us by 
cntreaties, alluring us by fair promiſes, ſcaring us by fierce menaces, in- 
dulging ample benefits to us, wfliting fore corretions on us, working 
in us and upon us by fecret influences of grace, by viſible diſpenfations 
providence ) yet ſo it is, that commonly nothing doth ayail, our will 
oppoling it ſelf with invincible refolution and ſtitineſs, 


Here 
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Here indeed the buſineſs pincheth; herein as the chief worth ; ſo the 
: main difficulty of religious practice conſiſteth, in bending that iron /i- 


vew ; in bringing our proud hearts to ſtoop, and our ſturdy humours to 


buckle, ſo as to ſurrender. and refign our'willsto the Juſt, the: wiſe, the 
- 3 . j wy . | | ; "8 OF 2» f x8 TY) 

gratious will of our God, preſcribing our duty, and aſſigning our lot un- 

to us. We may accuſe*our nature, but-it 1s our pleaſure ; we may pre- 


- tend weakneſs, but ir is wilfulneſs , which is the 
3 Chryſ, Tan. 6. Or. 12. in" 1 Cor. puilty cauſe of our miſdemeanours ; for by God's 
Fe le pre gw OO un help ( which doth always prevent our needs, and 


is never wanting to thoſe who ſeriouſly defire it ) 
we may be as good as we pleaſe, if we can pleaſe to be good ; there is 


nothing within us that can refift, if our wills do yield themſelves up to 


duty : to conquer our reaſon is not hard; for what reaſon of man can 


þ withſtand the infinite cogency of thoſe motives, which induce to obedi- 
4 ence? What can be more eafie, than by a thouſand arguments, clear as 


day, to convince any man, that to ctols God's will is the greateſt ab- 
LT Þ2 - ſurdity in the world, and that there 'is no. mad- 
Quodcungue ſibi imperavit animus 0b- neſs comparable thereto 2 Nor 1s it difficult, if 


Ot" 00s 97 Fm A we reſolve upon it, to govern any other part or 
” power of our nature; for what cannot we doe, if 
i we are willing 2 what inclination cannot we check, what appetite can- 
E not we reſtrain, what paſſion cannot we quell or moderate; what faculty 


of our ſoul, or member of our body is not obſequious to our will 2 Even 
half the reſolution withwhich we purſue vanity and ſip; would ſerve to 
engape us inthe ways of wiſedom and vertue.7 ” | 


- impregnable fortreſs, which everlaſtingly doth hold out againſt all the 
batteries of reaſon and of grace; which no force of perſuaſion, no allure- 
ment of favour, no diſcouragement of terrour can reduce : this puny, 
this impotent thing it is, which grappleth with Omnipotency, and often 
in a manner bafſleth it : And no wonder; for that God doth not intend 
to overpower our will, or to make any violent impreſſion on it, but one- 

Hoſ. 11. 4+ ly to draw it ( as it is in the Prophet ) with thecords of a man, or by 
rational inducements to win its conſent and compliance ; our ſervice is 
not ſo conſiderable to him, that he ſhould extort it from us ; nor doth 
he value our happineſs at fo low a rate, as to obtrude it on us. His 
victory indeed were no true victory over us,: if he ſhould gain it by 
main force, or without the concurrence of obr will ; our works not be- 
ing our works, if they do not ifſue from our will; and our will not 
being our will, if it be not free; to compell it were to deſtroy it, to- 
gether with all the worth of our verrue and obedience : wherefore the 

4 | Almighty doth ſuffer himſelf to be withſtood, and 
i Toy part, «rs Jecevei! m beareth repulſes from us; nor commonly doth he 
vere, os 2) dnho rus o46Spousry, & Alter our will otherwiſe, than by its own ſponta- 
»dery Ixer marlu', Chryl. in 1 Cor. neous converſion and ſubmiſſion to him: if ever we 
Orat. 2 be conquer'd,. as we ſhall ſhare in the benefit, and 


; | wear a crown ; ſo we muſt join in the combar , 

and partake of the victory, by ſubduing our ſelves: we muſt take the 

4 yoke upon w; for God is onely ſerved by volunteers; he ſummoneth us 

/ by S's Word, he attra&teth us by his' Grace, but we muſt freely come 
s unto him. 


Our 


Wherefore in overcoming our will the ſtreſs lieth ; this is that 


by 7s NEL A 
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- . Our will indeed of all things is moſt our own; the onely gift, the moſt 
- proper ſacrifice we have to offer ;\.which therefore God doth chiefly de- 
fire, doth moſt highly prize, doth moſt kindly accept from us. Seeing 
then our duty chiefly moveth on this hinge, the free ſubmiſſion and re- 
 Ggnation of our will to the will of God ; it is this pra&tice, which our 
Lord (who came to guide us in the way to happineſs, not onely as a 
teacher by.his word andexcellent doQrine,but as a leader, by his ations 
and perte&t example ) did eſpecially ſet before us; as in the conſtant 
tenour of his life, fo particularly in that great exigency which occaſion- 
ed theſe words, wherein, renouncing and deprecating his own will , he 
did expreſs an entire ſubmiſſion to God's will, a hearty complacence 
therein, and a ſeriqus defire that it might take place. | 

For the fuller underſtanding of which caſe, we may conſider, that our 
Lord, as partaker of our nature, and, i al things ( bating ſin ) like an- 
to us, had a natural humane will, attended with ſeMes , appetites and 
afte&tions, apt from objefts incident to receive congruoris impreſſions 
of pleaſure and pain; fo that whatever 1s innocently gratefull and plea- 
fant to us, that he reliſh'd with delight, and thence did encline to em- 
brace ; whatever is diſtaſtfull and afflitive to us, that he reſented with 
grief, and thence was moved to-eſchew ; to this probably he was la- 
ble in- a degree beyond our ordinary rate; for that in him nature was 
moſt perfect, his complexion very delicate, his temper exquiſitely ſound 
and fine; for ſo we find, that by how much any man's conſtitution is 
more ſound, by ſo much he hath a ſmarter. guſt of what is agreeable or 
offenſive to nature : If perhaps ſometimes infirmity of body , or diſtem- 
per of ſoul ( a ſavage ferity, a ſtupid dulneſs, a fondneſs of conceit, or 
ſlifineſs of humour, ſupported by wild opinions, or vain hopes ) may 
keep men from being thus affe&ted by ſenſible objects; yet in him pure 
nature did work vigorouſly, with a clear apprehenſion and lively ſenſe, 

according to the deſign of our maker, when into our conſtitution he did 
implant thoſe paſſive faculties, diſpoſing objefts to afte&t them ſo and fo, 

for our need and advantage : if this be deemed weakneſs, it is a weak- 

neſs conne&ted with our nature, which.he there- 

with did take, and with which ( as the Apoſtle : H x abris melt dirway: 
faith) he was encompaſſed. Such a will our Lord © 

had, and it was requiſite that - he ſhould have it ; | 

that he thence might be qualified to diſcharge the principal inſtances of 
obedience , for procuring God's favour to us, and for ſetting an exact 

pattern before us ; for God impoſing on him duties to perform, and diſ- 

penſing accidents to endure, very croſs to that natural will, in his com- 

pliance, and acquieſcence thereto, his obedience was thoroughly tried ; 
his vertue did thine moſt brightly ; therefore ( as the Apoſtle faith ) heb. 4. 15. 
he was in all points tempted; thence, as to meritorious capacity , and 2 1, 1: 
exemplary influence, he was perfetted through ſuffering. 

Hence was the whole courſe of his life and converſation among men, 
ſo: deſigned, ſo modelled, as to be one continual exerciſe of thwartmg 
that humane will, and clofing with: the Divine | 
pleaſure: it was predicted of him , Loe come to Hcb-10. 7. Pal. 4o. 7. 
doe thy will O God; and of himſelf he affirm'd , / 
came down from heaven not to doe my own will, but Joh-6.38. $39. 434 
the will of him that ſent me ; whereas therefore - 
ſuch a practice 1s little ſeen- in atchieving eaſie matters, or in admit- 
| G ting 
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ting. pleaſant occurrences; it was order'd for him, that he ſhould en- 
counter the rougheſt difficulties, and be engaged in circumſtances, moſt 
harſh. to natural apprehenſion and appetite 3 ſo that if we trace the toot- 
ſteps of his life from the ſordid manget to the bloudy croſs, we can hard- 
ly mark any thing to have befallen him apt to fatisfie the will of nature. 
Nature liketh reſpe&, and loatheth contempt; therefore was he born of 
mean parentage, and in a moſt homely condition; therefore did he live 
in 00 garb, did aſſume no office, did exerciſe no power, did meddle in no 


affairs, which procure to men conſideration and regard; therefore an 


impoſtour; a blaſphemer, a ſorcerer, & looſe companion, a ſeditious incen- 
diary were the titles of honour, and the elogies of praiſe conferred on 
him ; therefore was he expoſed to the laſh ot every flanderous , every 
ſcurrilous, every petulant and ungoverned tongue. 

Nature doth affe& the good opinion, and good will of men, eſpecially 
when dug in grate@ll return for great courteſie and beneficence ; nor 
doth any thing more grate thereon, than abuſe of kindneſs; therefore, 

Joh. 5. 18, could he ( the world's great friend and benefactour ) ſay, the world ha- 
[5 teth me; therefore were thoſe, whom he, with ſo much charity and 


bounty had ioſtruſted, had fed, had cured of diſeaſes ( both corporal and 


ſpiritual ) ſo ready to clamour, and commit outrage upon him ; there- 

Joh. 10. 31. fore could he thus expoſtulate, Many good works have { ſhewed you from 

my father , for which of thoſe works do ye ſione me ? therefore did his 

kindred ſlight him, therefore did his diſciples abandon him, therefore did 

the grand traitour iſſue from his own boſome ; therefore did that whole 

Joh. 13.18, Nation, which he chiefly ſought and laboured to ſave, conſpire to perſe- 
cute him, with moſt rancorous ſpite and cruel nuſuſfage. 

Nature loveth plentifull accommodations, and abhorreth to be pinch- 

ed with any want; therefore was extreme penury appointed to him ; 

Mare. 8. 0, 116 had no revenue, no eſtate, no certain livelyhood, not ſo much as a 

19. 25. 21. houſe where to lay hu head, or a piece of money to diſcharge the taxe for 

'9 2; It ; h: owed his ordinary ſupport to alms, or voluntary beneficence ; he 

"7 was to ſeek his food from a ffp-tree on the way ; and ſometimes was be- 

2 Cor. 8.9- holden for it to the courteſie of Publicans ; % 1ua; trmywor, he was 

( faith St. Paul ) a beggar for us. 

Nature delighteth in. caſe, in quiet, in hberty ; therefore did he ſpend 

his days in continual labour, in reftleſs travel, in endleſs vagrancy, go- 

i ing about and doing good; ever haſtning thither, whither the needs of men 

8 2; > didcall, or their benefit invite ; theretore did he take on him the form of 

AR. 10- 38- 4 ſervant, and was among his own followers as one that miniſtreth ; 


ag 7, therefore he pleaſed not himſelf, but ſuted his demeanour to the ſtate and 


Marc. 6. 6. circumſtances of things, complied with the' manners and faſhions, com- 
Matt. 21-25: rorted with the humours and infirmities of men. 

Nature coveteth good: ſucceſs to its deſign, and undertakings, hardly 
brooking to be difappointed and defeated in them : therefore was he 
put to. water dry ſticks, and to wath Negros; that is, to inſtru@t a moſt 
dull and ftupid, to reform a moſt perverſe and ſtubborn generation ; 
therefore his ardent defires, his folicitous cares, his painfull endeavours 
for the good of men did obtain fo little fruit ; had indeed a contrary ef- 
fet, rather aggravating their ſins than removing them, rather hard- 
ning than. turning their hearts, rather plunging them deeper into perdi- 
tion, than reſcuing them from it: therefore ſo: much in vain did he, in 
numberleſs miraculous works, diſplay his power and goodneſs, cotvin- 


cing 
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cing few, converting fewer by them ; therefore although he taught with 

Wes, Why ul _ ority, with moſt charming gracefulneſs, Fi: moſt | 
. convincing evidence, yet, Who ( could he fay ) hath believed our re- foh. 12. 38. 

port 2 though he moſt earneſtly did invite and allure men to him, of- 

fering the richeſt boones that heaven it ſelf could diſpenſe, yet, 7e- will Joh. g. 40. 

_ wot ( was he forced to ſay ) come unto me, that ye may be ſaved; al. 

though with aſfiduous fervency of affection he ſtrove. to reclaim them 

from courſes tending to their ruine, yet how he proſpered, fad experi- 


% 


ence declareth,, and we may learn from that dolefull complaint , Zow Luc. r3. 34- 
often would I have gathered thy childrey together, as a hen doth gather 7 4* 
her brood under her wings, . but ye would not : &x i$Xoure, your will 


did not concur, your will did not ſubmit. 


F . 


Luc. 4. 22, 
2, 


# 


In fine, natural will ſeeketh pleaſure, and ſhunoeth pain; But what as. 1 


by 


pleaſure did he taſte ; what inclination, what appetite, what ſenſe did 35: 
he gratific > How did he feaſt, or revell > How, but: in tedious faſtings, 5 T ie 
in frequent hungers, by, paſſing whole nights in prayer, arid retirement Luc. 6. 12. 
for devotion upon the cold mountains? What ſports had he, what re- M2423 
creation did he take, but. feeling inceſſant gripes of compaſſion, and wea- Mar: 18. 12. 
riſome roving in queſt of the loſt ſheep? In what converſation could he 

divert himſelf, but among thoſe, whoſe doltiſh incapacity, and forward 

humour, did wring from his patience thoſe words , ZZow long ſha 7 be Matt. 17.17. 
with you, how long ſhall T ſuffer you * What Muſick did he hear > What 
but the ratlings of clamorous obloquy, and furious accufations againſt 
him ? to be deſperately maligned, to be infolently mocked, to be ſtiled 
a King, and treated asa flaye ; to be ſpit on, to be buffetted, to be ſcourg- 
ed, to be drenched with gall, to be crowned with thorns, to be nailed 
to a croſs ; theſe were the delights which our Lord enjoyed, theſe the 
ſweet comforts of his life, and the notable proſperities of his fortune : 
ſuch a portion was allotted to him, the which he did accept from God's 
hand with all patient ſubmiſſion, with perfe& contentedneſs, with ex- 
ceeding alacrity, never repining at it, never complaining of it, neyer 
flinching from it, or fainting under it; but proceeding on in the per- 
formance of all his duty, and proſecution of his great deſigns, with un- 
daunted courage, with unwearied induſtry, with undiſturbed tranquilli- 
ty and fatisfa&tion of mind. 

Had indeed his condition and fortune been otherwiſe framed ; had he 
core into the world qualified with a noble extraction; had he lived in a 
ſplendid equipage , had he enjoyed a plentifull eſtate and a fair reputati- 
on, had he been favoured and careſſed by men; had he found a current 
OIL ſucceſs, had fafety, caſe and pleaſure waited on him; Where 

d been the pious reſignation of his will, where the pretious merit of 
his obedience, where the glorious luſtre of his example 2 how then: had 
our frailty in him become victorious over all its enemies; how had he 
triumphed over the ſolicitations and allurements of the fleſh; over the 
frowns and flatteries of the world ; over the malice and fury of 'hell ; 
how then could he have ſo demonſtrated his immenſe charity toward 
. us, or lay'd Oey obligations upon us? , _. 

Such in general was the caſe, and ſuch the deportment of our Lord ; 
but there was ſomewat peculiar, and beyond all this occurring to him, 
which drew forth the words of our Text : God had rempered for him a 
potion of all the moſt bitter and loathſome ingredients that could be; 
a drop whereof no man ever hath, or could endure to, ſip; for he was 

| <-> HS not 
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not onely +: Ng whatever Far, humane ra 
Ea bo , » iximy Could impoſe, of ignominious diſgrace, and prie- 
. > x ag "nagging vous bog but to teel' difmal DR of opirit, and 
thoſe «wtyown fafferings, which God alone could in- 
Lam. -2. r2. flict, God onely could ſuſtain : Behold, and Jer, he might well fay, if 
there be any ſorrow like unto my forrow, which is done unto me ; wherewith 
the Lord hath affliFed me im the day of bis fierce anger > He was to la- 
bour with pangs of charity, and through his heart to be pierced with 
deepeſt commileration of our wretched caſe : he was to crouch under 
the burthen of-all the ſins (the frurhberleſs moſt heinous fins and abomina- 
tions) ever comfnitted by mankind : he was to paſs through the hotteſt 
furnace of divine vengeance, and by his 'bloud to quench the wrath of 
Heaven flaming out againſt miquity ; he was to ftand (as it were) before 
the mouth of Hell belchingfire and brimftoneon his face : hisgrief was to 
ſupply the defetsof our remorſe;and his ſufferingin thoſe few momentsto 
countervail the eternal rorments due'to us : He was to bear the hiding of 
God'sface, and an eclipſe of that favourable aſpeCt,in which all bliſs doth 
reſide ; a caſe which he that fo perfetly underſtood, could not but infi- 
nitely reſent : theſe things with the cleareſt apprehenſion he faw 
coming on him; 'and no wonder that our nature ſtarted at fo ghaſtly a 
ſight ; or that humane inftin& ſhould diftate that petition, Father if 
thaw wilt, Jet this'cup paſs from me; words iraplying his 'moſt real parti- 
cipation of our:infirmity ; words denoting the height of thoſe fad evils 
which encompaſſed him with his lively and lowly refentment of chem ; 
words informing us, how. we ſhould entertain God's chaſtiſements, and 
whence we mult ifeek relief of -our preſſures ( that we ſhould receive 
them, not with a ſcornfull negle& or fullen infenſibility, but with a 
meek contrition of ſoul ; that we ſhould-entirely depend on God's plea- 
ſure for ſupport under them, 'or a releafement fromthem ) words which 
in conjundtion with thoſe following do ſhew 'how inftantly we ſhould 
quaſh andover-rule any inſurrection of natural defire againſt the.com- 
mand or providetice of God. We muſt not take that prayer to ſignify 
any purpoſe in -our Lord to ſhift-off 'his paſſion, .or any wavering in re- 
ſolation about'it-; for ſhe could not any wiſe mean to undoe that, which 
he knew done with God before the worlds toundation ; he would.not 
unſettle that, which was by this own 'free-undertaking, and irreverſible 
£3.17, Qearee'; He that:ſo-often with fatisfaQtion did foretell this event, who 
em$44, With fo earveſt defire longed for its wo ; Who with that ſharpneſs 
Luc. 22. 15- of -indignation did rebuke'his ſtiend-offering to divert him from it ; who 
did\again \repreſs St. Peters animoſity with that ſerious expoſtulation, 
John 18. 11. The cup which 'my Father hath given me, fhall I not drink it 2 who had 
adviſedly laid fuch (trains for its-a Aiſhment, would he decline it ? 
Could that heart all burning with zeal for'God and charity to men ad- 
mit the leaſt thought -or motion of averſencſs'from Urinking that cup, 
which was 'the [Sovereign \ medicine adminiftred by divine wiſedom far 
Matt. 26. 53 the recovery of -God's 'Creation'? 'No ; had he fpake with ſuch intent, 
legions of Angels had flown to his reſcue ;that word, which'framed the 
worlds, which ſtilled the tempeſts, which eje&ed Devils, would imme- 
diately haveſeattered-his enemies, and daſhed all their projets againſt 
him; wherefore -thoſe wortls did -not proceed 'from intention, but as 
from inſtind, ' and for -inſtru&ion ; importing, that what our humane 
frailty was apt go ſugpeſt, 'that his divine vertue was more ready to 
{mother ; 
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| {mother ; neither did 'te portal Garner, but rate might expreſs 1 the 
fatter. 

He did-expreſs it in venlofſedt; immediately with.all readineſs addreſ 

ſing hinifelf t6 receive that unſavoury 1 ; he reached out his hand 
for it, yielding fair opportunity and advan 65120 his perſecutours ; he 
lifted it wp to his mouth, innocently provoking their envy and malice, 
he drenk 'itioff with a moſt rieady calknnels, and fweet compoſure of 
mind, owl the ſilence, the | Ammpliciey, the meekneſs .of a flamb, car- 
ried 0 the fhughter ; no riſing up, angry word 
breaking iforth, but -a clove + patience, -enlivened with'a GT Aldirey, 
Shining an all his behaviour, -and rhrough every -circumftance of his 
paſhon. 
"Buch inhis'liſe, ſuch-at his death was the pra&Qice -of our Lord ; in 
conformity whereto we alſo readily ſhould undertake whatever God 
propoſeth, we gladly ſhould accept " iajrover God offereth, we vigo- 
roufly ſhould perfor whatever God enjoineth, we paticorly Thould.un- 
dergo- whatever God impoſerh or infliteth how © foever any duty, 
any diſpenſation may prove to-our carnal ſenſe or humour. 

To doe a ren contemplation of this example may ſtrongly engage 
-us : for if our Lord had nothis will, can we in reaſon expect, can we 
in-moteſty deſire to have ours? muſt we be cockered and pleaſed in 

every thing, when as 'he was treated fo courſely, and ol oy in all 
things ? can we -gruteh-at any kind -of ſervice, or ſufferance ; can we 
think much/(for-our trial, our-exerciſe, our corre&ion) to bear a little 
want, «litfle diſgrace, «little pain, when the Son of 'God was put to 
diſcharge #he hardeſt tasks, to endure the ſoreſt adverſitics? 

But'farther.to enforce.theſe duties, be pleaſed to-caſt a:glance on two 
conſiderations. t. "What he will is to which. 2. Who the willer :s 
to whom we- —_— _— _ : 

1, What +s the 'w God? 4s it any unjuft, un , Or 
diſhonourdblke, -any-thing 1 abi? Dow Mrs. Fg ain Frompioes ie 
difficult, -or intolerdbly” grievous that God. requireth of -us, 'to:doe or 
bear 2 No : 'he- willeth-nothing #om-us, or Ras us, which doth not beſt 
become us, and moſt behove us ; which is not attendet-with ſafety, with 
_ with -the ſolideſt profit, the faireſt reputation, and the [ſweeteſt 

ure. 
: Twothings he willeth, that we:ſhould be ood, and rhat we ſhould 
be happy ; "the firſt in-order to the ſecond, for that vertue isthe certain 
way, anda- neceſfary: qualification: to'felict 

The will of 'God, faith'St. Paul, is /our : anftification ; ; what is chat 2 
what, but that the decaies-of our Tutte, and rhe defacements of God's 

image within us ſhould be repaired ; [that the faculties of our Soul-ſhould 
be reſtored to their origina integrity and vigour ; -that from moſt 
wrecked faveries-we ſhould be tranflared into a :happy*freedom, yea, 
kingdom ; that/from deſpicable 'begg ry'and-baſeneſs we | 

advancedito ſubſtantial wealth, and ſublime dj ; thatwe 

ould be. cleanſed from-the fouleſt :defilements, and ideoke with the 
goedheſt- ornaments ; that we 'thoukd ibe cured -of moſt :loathſome 
diſcaſes, ant ſetled:in a firm thealth of foul; that we ſhould be delive- 
red from thoſe brutiſh luſts, and thoſe-deviliſh ipeffions, which create-in 
us a'hell-of darkneſs, 'of confuſion, -of vexation'; which .difhonour: our 


nature, ans our- foul, roſie our ming, -ant wrack our ON -. 
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that we ſhould be endowed with thoſe worthy diſpoſitions and affei- 
ons, which do conſtitute in our hearts a heaven of light, of order, of 
joy and peace ; dighific our nature, beautifie our ſoul, elarifie and chear 
our mind; that-we ſhould eſchew thoſe praftices, which never go with- 
out a retinue of - wofull miſchiefs and ſorrows, embracing thoſe which 
always yield abundant fruits of;-conyenience and comfort ; .that in ſhort, 
we ſhould become friends of God, fit to converſe with Angels, and ca- 
pable of paradiſe. -: Got, f 
1 Tim.2-7- God (faith St. Pal again) wileth all men to be ſaved ;. He willeth 
2 Pet. 3: 9. uot (faith St. Peter), that any man ſhould periſh ; He faith it himſelf, yea, 
Ezck, 33.11, Ee ſweareth it, that he hath #0: pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked ſhould turn from his way and live : And what is this will > 
whit, but that we ſhould obtain all the good whereof we are capable ; 
that we ſhould be filled with :jay,'and crowned with glory ; that we 
ſhould be fixed in an immoveable ſtate of happineſs, in, the perpetual 
enjoyment. of God's favour, and: in the light of his bliſsfull preſence : 
that we ſhould be rid of ; all- the evils, to which we. are--lyable ; 
that we ſhould be releaſed. from jnextricable chains of guilt, from incu- 
rable ſtings of remorſe, from being irrecoverably engaged to paſs a diſ- 
conlolate eternity 'in utter darkneſs, and extreme woe ? Such is God's 
will ; to ſach purpoſes every - command, every diſpenſation of , God 
(how grim, how rough ſoever it may ſeem) doth. tend : and do we re- 
fuſe to comply with - that good will ;. do we ſet againft it a will of our 
own, atteaing things unworthy of: us, qhreul uy a to us, things 
prejudicial to our beſt- intereſts; things utterly banefull to our ſouls : 
Do we reject the will that would: ;{fave us, and: adhere to a will that 
would ruine us; a fooliſh and a/ſenſeleſs will, which lighting the im- 
meniſe treaſures of Heaven, the.unfading glories of: God's Kingdom, the 
ineffable joys of eternity doth catch at ſpecious nothings, doth purſue 
miſchievous trifles; a ſhadow of baſe po a ſmoak of vain honour, a 
Eccleſ, 9. 6. flaſh of ſordid pleaſure; which paſſeth away like the mirth of fools, or 
the crackling of thorns, leaving onely ſoot, black and bitter behind it. 

But at leaſt er we doe thus, let us conſider, whoſe will it is, that 
requireth our complyance. 

Pal. 148. 5, 1t-is'the will of -Him, whoſe will did found the earth, and rear the 

Apoc. 4- 11 Heayen ; whoſe'will ſuſtaineth all things 1n their exiſtence and opera- 
tion ; whoſe will is the great law of the world, which univerſal nature 
in all its motions doth obſerve ; which reigneth in Heaven, the bleſſed 
Spirits adoring it, which ſwayeth in-Hell it ſelf, the curſed Fiends trem- 
bling atit'; And ſhall we alone (we pitifull worms crawling, on earth ) 
preſume to murmure, or dare to kick againſt it ? h 
_ It isthe will of our Maker, who together with all our other faculties 
did create: and confer on us, the very power of willing : and ſhall we 
turn the work of his hands, the gift of his bounty againſt him ? 

It is the will of our Preſerver, who together with all that we are, or 
have continually doth uphold our very will it ſelf ; fo that without: em-_ 
ploying any poſitive force, merely by letting us fall out of his hand, he 
can ſend us and it back to nothing :. and ſhall our will claſh with that, on 
which it ſo wholly dependeth ; without which it cannot ſubſiſt one mo- 
ment, or move one ſtep forward in action ? 

It is the will of our ſovereign Lord, who upon various indiſputable 
accounts hath a juſt right to govern us, and an abſolute power to ue 
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poſe of us : ought we not therefore to ſay with old Ei, 7+ is the Lord, : Sam. 3. 8. 


let him doe to me as it ſeemeth good to him 2 Is it not extreme iniquity, 
is it not monſtrous arrogance for us, in derogation to his will, to pre- 
tend giving law, or picking a ſtation to our ſelves? Do we not mani- 
feſtly incur high treaſon againſt the King of Heaven by ſo invading his 
office, uſurping his authority, ſnatching his ſceptre into our hands, and 
ſettingour wills in his throne ? 

It is the will of our Judge, from whoſe mouth our doom muſt proceed, 
awarding life or death, weal or woe unto us; and what ſentence can we 
expect, what favour can we Fe to, if we preſumptuouſly ſhall ot- 
fend, oppoſe that will, which is the ſupreme rule of juſtice, and ſole 
fountain of mercy ? | | 

It is the will of our Redeemer, who hath bought us with an ineſtj- 
mable price, and with infinite pains hath reſeued us from miſerable cap- 
tivity under moſt barbarous enemies, that obeying his will we might 
command our own, and ſerving him we might enjoy perfe&t freedortt ; 
And ſhall we declining his call and conduct out of that unhappy ftate 
bereave him of his purchaſe, fruſtrate his uftidertakings, ant! forteit to 
our ſelves the benefit of ſo great redemption ? 

It is the will of our beſt ffiend; who' loveth us mach better, than 
we do love our ſelves ; who is concerned for our welfare, as his own 
deareſt intereſt, and greatly delighteth theretn ; who by innumerable cx - 
periments hath demonſtrated an excefs of kindneſs to us ; who in all his 
dealings with us purely dothaim at our good, never charging ary duty 
on us, or diſpenſing any event to us, fo nmch with intent to exerciſe his 


power over us, as to expreſs his goodneſs towards us who never doth Lam. 3. 35; 


afflift or grieve us more againſt our will, than apainſt, his own deftre ; 
never indeed but when goodneſs it ſelf callech for it, and even mercy 
dothurge thereto; to whom we are mach og that he-vouchfafeth 
to govern and guide us, our ſervice being alrogether unprofitable to 
him, his governance exceedingly beneficiat to ws: - And doth not fuch a 
will deſerve regard, may tit not demand complyance front ns? to neg- 
le& or infringe it, what is it ; is it not palpable fofly, i it rot foul diſin- 
genuity, 1s it not deteſtable ingratitude ? | 

So doth every relation of God recommend his will tous ; and each 
of his attributes doth no leſs : for, | 

It is the will of him, who is moſt holy, or whoſe will is eſſential 
rectitude : how then can we thwart it, without being ſtained with the 
guilt, and wounded with a fenſe of great irregularity and iniquity > 

It is the will of him who 1s perfe&ly juſt ; who therefore cannot but 
aſſert his own righteous will, and avenge the violation thereof: is it 
then adviſeable ro drive him to that point by wilfull provocation ; or 
to run upon the edge of necellary ſeverity ? 

[t is the will of him, who is infinitely wiſe ; who therefore doth in- 
fallivly know what is beſt for us, what'doth moſt befit our capacities 
and circumſtances ; what in the final reſult will conduce to our greateſt 


advantage and comfort : ſhall we then prefer the dream#$ of our vain | 


mind betore the oracles of his wiſedom ; ſhall we forfaking the dire&ti- 
on of his unerring will follow the impulſe of our giddy humour ? 

It is the will of him, who is immenſely good and benign; whoſe 
will therefore can be no other than good will to us; who can mean no- 
thing thereby but to derive bounty and mercy on us: Can &@then my 
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of doing well, if we put our ſelves entirely into his hands ; are we not 
our own greateſt enemies, in withſtanding his gratious intentions ? 

It is finally the will of him, who is uncontrollably powerfull ; 
whoſe will therefore muſt prevail one way .or other : either with our 
will, or againſt it, either ſo as ro bow and fatisfy us, or fo as to break 
and plague us : for My counſel (faith he) ſhall and, and 7 will doe all my 
pleaſure. As to his diſpenſations, we may fret, we may wail, we may 
bark at them, but we cannot alter or avoid them : ſooner may we by 
our moans check the tides, or by our cries ſtop the Sun in his carriere, 
than divert the current of affairs, or change the ſtate of things eſtabli- 
ſhed by God's high decree ; what he ayeth on, no hand can remove ; 
| what he hath deſtined, no power can reverſe ; our anger therefore will 
be ineffectual, our impatience will have no other fruit, than to aggra- 
vate our guilt, and augment our grit. 

Asto his commands,we may /ifz up our ſetves againſt them,we may fight 
ſtoutly,we may in a ſort proveConquerours; but it will bea miſerable victo- 
ry,the Trophies whereot ſhall be erected in Hell,and ſtand upon the ruines 
of our happineſs ; for while we inſult over abuſed grace, we muſt fall un- 
der incenſed juſtice : If God cannot fairly procure his will of usin way 
of due obedience, he will ſurely execute his will upon us in way of 
righteous vengeance; if we do not ſurrender our wills to the overtures 
of his goodneſs, we muſt ſubmit our backs to the ſtroaks of his anger : 
He mult reign over us, if not as over loyal Subjects to our comtort, 
yet as over ſtubborn Rebels to our confuſion; for this in that caſe will 
be our doom, and the laſt words God will deſign to ſpend upon us, 
Luc. 19. 27: T hoſe mine enemies, which would not that 1 ſhould reign over them, bring 


them bither, and ſlay them before me. 


Iſa, 45. 11. 


Dan. $5. 23» 


Heb. 13. 20. Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Feſus, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, through the bloud of the 
everlaſting Covenant, make you perfett in every good work to doe his 
will, working in you that which is well pb in his fight, through 
Feſus Chriſt ; to whom be glory for ever and ever : Amen. 
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1 have learned in whatever ſtate I am, therewith to be B20 38 Hue 
| 6 - 
content. | 2 a 


$5,» 


N theſe words by the exarnple of an eminent Saint is recommen- 
J ded to us the practice of an excellent duty; .or vertue : a praQice 
in it ſelf moſt worthy, very gratefull tq God, and immediately of 
reat benefit to our ſelves ; being indeed neceſſary towards the com- 
Prtable enjoyment of our lives: It is contentedneſs, the vertue, which 
of all other doth moſt render this World acceptable, and conſtituteth a T3 ja3rg- 
kind of temporal Heaven ; which he that hath, is thereby zpſo faffo in ws rind, 
goed meaſure happy, whatever other things he may ſeem to want; which x 19a 
he that wanteth, doth, however otherwile he be turniſhed, become mi- + &iew, x 
ſerable, and carrieth a kind of Hell within him: it cannot therefore but xg 4 
well deſerve our beſt ſtudy about it, and care to get it; in imitation of Eth. 1. : : 
St. Paul, who had learned in whatever ſlate he was therein to be con- 
' Tent. | 
In diſcourſing upon which words I ſhall conſider two particulars ; / 
firſt the vertue it ſelf (contentedneſs in every ſtate) the nature of which 
I ſhall endeavour to explain; then the way of attaining or producing it, 


implied by St. Paul in the words, 7 have learned. 


[. For explication of the vertue : The word here expreſſing it is, ad- 
7z2 62, Which ſignificth ſelf ſufficiency, or having enough ot ones ſelf; T1 1,nu- 
the which is not to be underſtood abſolutely, as if he took himſelf to be is anizer 
independent in nature, able to ſubſiſt of himſelf; nor wanting any ſup- $997 <. 
port or comfort without himſelf (for this is the property and privilege upto col 
of the great F-ſhaddai, who alone ſubſiſteth of hunſelf, needing to- / nn 
ward his being and felicity nothing without himſelf 2 this is repugnant Fu 
to the nature of man, who is a creature eſſentially dependent for his #8 aw. 
being and ſubſiſtence, indigent of many thyngs for his ſatisfaction and 7 #24 2 
welfare) but relatively confidering his preſent ſtate, the circumſtances | IJ 
wherein } 
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wherein he was, and the capacitics he had; which by God s dupolal 
and providence were ſuch, that he could not want more, than he had 
in his poſſeſſion, or reach. He meant not to exclude God, and his 
providence; but rather ſuppoſed that as the ground and cauſe of his ſclt- 


lufficiency ; according as otherwhere he expreiſeth it: Not as if we 


were ſufficient of our ſelves, but our ſufficiency » of God + Nor did hc 
intend to exclude the need of other creatures otherwiſe than as-conſ1de- 
red without his poſſeſſion, or beyond his power ; But he meaneth onely, 
that he did not defire or lack more than what God had ſupplied him 
with; had put into his hand, or had ſet within his reach; that his will 
did fute to his ſtate, his deſire did not exceed his power. 

This is the meaning of the word, which the Apoſtle uſeth ; but tor 
tie more full and clear underſtanding the vertue it felt, we thall firſt 
conſider the obje&, about which it is converſant, then the ſeveral acts, 
which it requireth, or wherein the exerciſe thereof conſiſteth. 

1. The ovject of contentedncſs 1s the preſent ſtate of things whate 
ver 1t be (whether proſperous or adverſe, of eminency or meannels, ot 
abundance or ſcantneſs) wherein by divine providence we are let: Tz 
ey os Emuev, the things in which we are, that 1s our preſent condition, 
with all its circumſtances: 1o it may be generally ſuppoſed, conſidering 
that it is ordinary, and almoſt natural for-men (who have not learned 
as St. Paul had done, or are not inſtructed, and exerciſed in the prac- 
tice of this duty) to be diſlatisfied, and diſquieted in every ſtate; to be 
always 1n want of ſome thing; to find defects in every fortune; to fan- 
ſie they may be in better caſe, and to deſire it earneſtly : If we eſtimate 
things wifely, rich men are more liable to diſcontent than poor men. 
It is obſervable, that proſperity is a peevilh thing, and men of higheſt 
fortune are apt molt eaſily to reſent the ſmalleſt things: a little negled, 
a flight word, an unpleaſing look doth atte& them more than reproaches, 
blows, wrongs do thoſe of a mean condition. 

Proſperity is a nice and ſqueamyh thing, and it 1s hard to find any 
thing able to pleaſe men of a tull and proſperous ſtate, which being un- 
capable of bettering in ſubſtantial things they can hardly find matter 
of ſolid delight. Whereas a poor eſtate 1s eaſily comforted by the ac- 
cellion of many things which 1t wanteth : a good meal, a ſmall gift, a 
little gain, or good ſucceſs of his labour doth greatly pleaſe a poor man 
with a very fold pleaſure: but a rich man hath nothing to pleaſe him, 
but a new toy, a puft of applauſe, ſucceſs at a horſe-race, at bowls, 
at hunting ; in ſome petty ſport and paſtime, which can yield but a 
very thin and tranſitory, ſatisfaction to any man not quite brutified and 
void of ſenſe: whence contenteJneſs hath place, and is needfull in eve- 
ry condition, be it in appearance never fo proſperous, ſo plentifull, to 
leafant. Jn the fulneſs of his ſufficiency, he ſhall be in ftratts. 

The formal object thereof may indeed ſeem to be a condition diſtaſt- 
tull to our ſenſe, or croſs to our fancy; an adverſe or ſtrait condition : 
a condition of poverty, of diſgrace, of any great inconvenience or di- 
ſtreſs incident to vs 1n this world ; but ſince the moſt men are ablolutely 
in ſuch a condition, expoled to fo many wants and troubles; ſince ma- 
ny more are needy comparatively, wanting the conveniencies that 0- 
thers enjoy, and which themſelves affect; tince there are few, who in 
right eſtimation are not indigent and poor, that 1s who do not delire 
and. fanſie themſelves to want many things which they have not ( tor 
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wealth conſiſieth not fo much in the poſſeſſion of goods, as 1n apprehen- 

ſion of freedom from want, and in ſatisfaction of deſires) fince care, 
truuble, diſappointment, ſaticty and diſcontent following them, do not 
onely haunt cottages, and ſtick to the loweſt ſort of people, but do e- 

ven frequent palaces, and purſue men of higheſt rank; therefore any 

ſtate may be the obje& of contentedneſs; and the duty 1s of a very ge- 
neral concernment ; Princes themſelves need to learn it; the leſſons tea- 
ching it, and the arguments perſuading it may as well ſute the rich and t 
noble, as the poor and the paiſant ; ſo our Apoſtle himfelt doth intimate 

in the words nnmcdiately following our Text: 7 know both how to be a- phil, 4. 15: 
baſed, and I kiow how to abound; Every where, and in all things I am in- 

ſtrutted Loth to be full, and to be hungry : both to abound and to ſuffer need ; 

he had the art rot onely to manage well both conditions, but to be ſa- 

tisfied in citacr. 

But ſecing rcal adverſity,* poverty and diſgrace have naturally the 
{irongeſt intluence 1n diſturbing and difordering our minds; that con- 
tentednels is plainly moſt neediull in ſuch caſes, as the proper ſupport, 
or medicine of our mind in them; that other ſtates do need it onely as 
they, by fancy or infirmity, do ſymbolize or conſpire with theſe ; there- 
fore unto perſons 1n theſe ſlates we ſhall more cxplicitely apply our di- 
rctions, and perſuaſions, as to the proper and primary ſubje&s of con- 
tentednefs; the which by analogy, or parity of reaſon may be extended 
to all others who by imaginary wants and diſtreſies do create diſplea- 
ſure to themſelves. So much for the obje&t, or the ſubject, of the 
vertue. OY : 

2. The acts, wherein the prattice thereof conſiſteth (which are ne- 
ceſſary ingredients, or conſtant ſymptoms of it) belong either to the 
mind and underſtanding, or to the will and appetite, or to external de- 
meanour and practice; being x. right opinions and judgments of mind, 

2. fit diſpoſitions and aflections of heart, 3. outward good ations and 
behaviours, in regard to our condition and the events befalling us ; 
the former being as the root and ſtock, the latter as the fruits and the 
flowers of the duty: unto which may be reduced the correſpondent ne- 
gations, or abſence of bad judgments, affections and deportments in 
reſpeC& to the ſame objects. | 

(1.) As to our opinians ana judgments of things contentedneſs requi- 
reth, that 

1. We ſhould believe our condition whatever it be to be determined 
by God; and that all events betalling us do proceed from him ; at leaſt 
that he permitteth and ordereth them, according to his judgment and 
pleaſure: that 1777) TH ED 9 go Je PET; VAL x @oU2e1as, all (as the P rophet ſing- Soph. Aj. 
eth) both good and evil proceedeth out of the mouth of the moſt High ; that £: . 
afflition (as Job ſaid) cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth trouble DNL /E/R 
ſpring out of the ground; as a thing ariſing«pontancouſly, or ſowed by 1 Kings 12- 
the hand of ſome creature, but rather deicendeth from him, who ſaith '% *7 
7 form the light, and create darkneſs; I make peace, and create evil; I x. ,c. 1. 
the Lord doe all theſe things. 

We are apt, when any tlung falleth out unpleaſant to us, to exclaim 
againſt fortune, and to accuſe our: ſtars; or to inveigh againſt the ſe- arque Devs, 
cond cauſes which immediately offend us, aſcribing all to their influ- age aſtre 

| ; : ; vocat crude- 
ence; which proceeding doth argue in us a Heatheniſh ignorance and j;, ,ary. 
niidelty, or at lcait much incontiderateneſs,- and impotency of Wy 
H 2 that 
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Rev. 3. 19. ; ; . 
Froy. 3.12. and are huge Paradoxes to us; ſuch is our blindneſs of mind, and dul- 
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that our judgment 1s blinded and clouded , Or perverted and ſeduced 

by ill paſizons; for that in truth there 15 not in the world any occurrence 

merely fortuitous, or fatal (all being guided and wielded by the power- 

full hand of the All-wiſe, and Almighty God} there 1s no creature 

which in its agency doth not depend upon God, as the inſtrument of 

his will, or ſubordinate thereto; wheretore upon every event we thould, 

raiſing our minds above all other cauſes, diſcern and acknowledge God's 

:Sam.15.15 hand; as David did, when Shimet curſed him; Let him (faid the good 
King) curſe, becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, Curſe David; as Fob 

Job1. 21. did, when he was rifled of his goods, 7 he Lord (aid he) gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; as our Saviour did, when 1n regard to the fore 

fohn 18. 12. hardſhips he was deſigned to undergo, he ſaid, The Cup which my Father 

hath given me, ſhall I not drink? ” 

2. Hence we ſhould always judge every thing which happeneth to be 

icearenbrntl ime ad nd ORRNY good and fit, worthy (all things conſi- 
"49 To ket Mme Fuf oe ge cpteuw x dered ) to be appointed, or permitted by that Go- 
oixoyou5 we, 6reie mT av n x51 w- yernour of things ; not entertaining any harſh 
wir, 91 AvES, O%. Theod: E135 thoughts of God, as if he were not enough wile, 
juſt, or benign in ordering us to be afflicted or croſſed ; but taking all 
occurrences to be well conſiſtent with all God's holy perteCions and at- 

tributes. | > 

We are apt to conceit, that the world 1s 1] orde- 

. Placeat hominz quicquid Deo placuit. Fed, when we do not thrive and proſper therein ; 

nd ___ that every thing is irregular, which {quareth not to 

749160 39 263 aps. © aptyre o- the models of our fancy; that things had gone much 

hs rele an 1/ oa "2" better, if our deſigns had found ſucceſs; but theſe 

" oft 'S os ovgde 7s ovuoieyr, 4 35 Are vain and perverſe conceits ; for that certainly is 

in MY WY Teg)us| drm Id. oft good, which ſeemeth good to God ; his will Is 
= | a perte& ſtandard of right, and convenience, his 

eye never aimeth wrong, his hand never faileth to hit the mark of what 


Pal. 25. 10. is beſt ; Al his paths are mercy, and truth ; He us righteous in all his ways, 


145-17. and holy in all his works; So did King Hezetiah rightly judge, when up- 

- Kings 29, 22 denunciation of a ſad doom to his countrey and poſtesity, he repli- 

19. cd to the Prophet ; Good 15 the word of the Lord, which thou haſt ſpoken ; 

ſo even the Pagan Sage diſcerned, when he thus re- 

Ardeimdor, amo 30 er, i 4 buked a malecontent ; Tou fave, do you forſooth de- 
LEWEY 3 a Nv BY T1 auaAloY, 1 T7 tv 


Es " fire any thing, but what is beſt? and 1s not that onely 
beſt, which ſeemeth beſt to God ? 

3- We ſhould even be fatisfied in our mind that according to God's 
purpoſe all events do tend and conduce to our particular weltare ; be- 
10g not onely good to us as members of the world, and in order to 
more general ends, but ſerving towards our private benefit and advan- 
tage. We may be ready perhaps to confeſs, that whatever happeneth 

may be indeed juſt and fit* in ſome diſtant, and occult reſpe&s, but 
hardly can we be induced to allow, that what we feel offenſive to our 
ſenſe and fancy, is really good for us, or was meant for our benefit; we 
cannot eaſily diſcern any thing of love or favour in ſuch matters : 


am. I. 12% 


Jo 5.17. Thoſe ſort of Aphoriſms, in Holy Scripture, Happy is the man, whom 


God correFeth; As many as I love, T rebuke and chaſften ; ſound {trangely, 


neſs of apprehenſion: but God knoweth with ſo exa& a skilfulneſs to 
manage things, that every particular occurrence ſhall be advantageous 
to 
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to the perſon, whom it toucheth ; and accordingly to each one he dil- 
penſeth that which is moſt ſutable to him ; whence, as frequently 1t is 
neceſſary for our good that we ſhould be croſſed (for that indeed other- 
wiſe we ſhould often much harm, ſometimes we ſhould quite undoe 
our ſelves) ſo it always, when God fo ordereth it, is to be deemed moſt 
profitable and wholſome for us: we are therefore in reaſon obliged to 
take the ſaddeſt accidents, and ſharpeſt afflictions, coming upon'us by 
providence, to be no other than fatherly correGions, or friendly re- 
bukes, deſigned to render us good and happy ? as arguments therefore 
and inſtances of eſpecial good-will toward us; conceiving under every 
ditpenſation that we do as it were hear God ſpeaking to us, as he did to 
thoſe in the Prophet : 7 know the thoughts, that I think toward you, Jer. 29. rt. 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expetted end. 
4. Hence we are to believe, that our preſent condition (whatever it 
be to carnal, or worldly ſenſe} is in right judgment, all things conſt- 
dered, the beſt ; moſt proper, moſt defirable tor us ; better than we, 
if it were at our diſcretion and choice ſhould put our ſelves into: for 
that God (2he Saviour of all men, who defireth that no man ſhould pe- ! es 2. 4- 
riſh; who is good to all, and whoſe tender mercies are over all his works; _ iS 
who exceedingly tendreth the welfare of his children and ſubjects) doth Pal. 145. s. 
ever (here in this life, the time of merit and trial) with a moſt wiſe 
good-will deſign our beſt good; and by the moſt proper methods (ſuch 
as do beſt ſute our circumſtances and capacities) doth aim to draw us 
unto happineſs; and accordingly doth aſſign a ſtation for us moſt befit- 
ting in order to that great end; we therefore ſhould think our ſelves 
, well placed, becauſe we are where Goddoth ſet us, that we have enough, 
becauſe we have what God allotteth us. 
There are other more particular judgments, which contentedneſs in- 
volveth, or which are required toward it; ſuch as theſe; that nothing 
originally is due to us, but all cometh purely from divine favour and 
bounty ; that all adverſities are jaſtly, and deſervedly inflited on us, 
as the due wages, or natural fruits of our ſins; that our happineſs de- 
pendeth not on any preſent enjoyments or poſſeſſions, but may well 
ſubſ{iſt without them; that a competency (or ſo much as ſufficeth to 
maintain our life without intolerable pain) ought to ſatisfie our defires ; 
but theſe, and the like judgments will come opportunely to be conſide- 
red as motives to the practice of the duty. 
(2.) From ſuch aQts of our mind or intellefive part concerning things 
incident to us, ſhould proceed the following diſpoſitions of will and at- | 
tetion. | 
1. We ſhould entertain all occurrences, how grievous ſoever to us 
with entire ſubmiſſion, and reſignation of our will to the will of God; 
wholly acquieſcing in his good pleaſure; faying in our hearts after our 
Lord; Let not my will, bat thine be done; with good Eli, It is the Lord, <> 4A yy 
let him doe what ſeemeth him good; with David, Behold here I am, let fr þe3 
him doe to me as ſeemeth good to him ; even with So- ; 
crates, If ſo it pleaſeth God, ſo let it be; with Fpic- Ei 7267y vals ginay, mwry prior | 
zetus, I always chiefly will that, which cometh to E548 nd pe Ps br org neg. 
for 7 accompt that better which God willeth, than what aczx*inue: IedxorO vþ dnbheSos Gre” 
1 will my ſelf; T will adhere as a miniſter and follower \, "26s BOP, 6A CULIIG! 
: "ay Fe, 
to him, [ purſue, 1 affect, 1 ſimply will with him : 
looking upon them as ſent from God we ſhould heartily bid them wel- 
come, 


lo. 
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come, we ſhould kindly embrace them, we ſhould uſe them with all 

M. Anton. 3. fair reſpe&: 2am: 32 mw ovutaivyle ( to hug, or kindly to embrace 

4 217 19: things incident) piAGv Tz Srovepopere (to love things diſpenſed by provi- 

'** dence) are precepts, which even as dictated by natural reaſon Ph1o- 
ſophers do much inculcare. | 


This excludeth all rebellious infurretion, and ſwellings of mind a- 
gainſt providence, ſuch as argue that we diſlike God's government ; that 
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were we able we ſhould ſtruggle with God's will; that we gladly would 


ſhake off his yoke; all ſuch ill reſentment and repining at our lot, which 
maketh God's hand grievous, and his yoke uneaſie tous; ſuch affefions 

Prov. 15. 3- as the wiſe man toucheth, when he faith ; The fooliſhneſs of man perver- 
teth his way, and his heart fretteth againſt the Lord. 


2. We ſhould bear all things with ſteady calmneſs and compoſednelſs ” 


of mind, ſuppreſſing, or quelling thoſe tumults, thoſe ſtorms, thoſe ex- 
Let n» man Celles of paſſion, which the ſenie of things 9s. inten is apt to Cxclte'; 
be mved by ſuch as are immoderate grief, fierce anger, irkſome deſpair, and the 
3" like. No adverſity ſhould ſo ruffle our minds, as to deteat or pervert 
nie (3.6. the uſe of our reaſon fo as to hinder us from perceiving, or periorming 


SogvBeieF.s | : | 
chryc) What becometh us, fo as to engage us into any wregular, or unſcemly 


t Thelf, 3. 3. behaviour. : 
3- We ſhould indeed bear the worſt events with an 4/Ivua, that is 
I wer $1 with a ſweet and chearfull diſpoſition of mind, fo as 
1ite). 2 Cor. 7. 10. not to be put out of humour; not to be defected, OF 
quite diſcouraged by them, not to fall into that 
Prov. 12. 22+ | heavineſs, which (as the Wiſeman faith) maketh the 
heart of man to ſtoop ; but rather finding delight and. 
"EvSoug oy & 35s, & Vero, 9 COMPIACENCE 1n them, as conſidering whence they 


ef Eo ore 9 Sf come, whither they aim and tend: ſuch was the 


Eis mow <amperbs, x; ware;wuic diſpoſition and demeanour of the Apoſtles and primi- 
6&7 cis: Col 11M, tive good Chriſtians in the midſt of their moſt grie- 
ARS 5. 41. vous adverſities and ſufferings; zhey rejoyce 
Heb. 10. 24. they did take joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, they did accom 
Jam. 1. 2. joy, when, they fell into divers tribulations : they were ws AunEueru, 


Cor. 6. » 35 D ? | 
tne 2. yaicores, as grieved but always rejoycing ; their flate was 


grievous, but their heart was conſtantly chearfull.” Such a conſtant 


trame of mind we ſhould maintain, ſo continually prepared we ſhould 

be againſt all contingencies, that nothing ſhould happen amiſs to us, ſo 

as deeply to atteQ us, or to unſettle us in our humour; that every thing 

from God's hand ſhould be acceptable; that no ſadneſs may ſeile on us, 

at leaſt that we do not indulge or cheriſh it; that in no wiſe we ſuffer a- 

Plal 33-1 ny regret to quench that ſpiritnal comfort and joy in God ; which becom- 
Fhil. 4, 4. £7h the wpright (as the Pſalmiſt faith) and which we are fo often enjoined 
3-1, perpetually to maintain, as in all caſes, ſo particularly under afflictions 
2 Cor: 4; 13, and trials. We cannot indeed hardly be content, it we are not chearfull; 
for it is hard to be altogether on the ſuffering and bearing hand, with- 

out any pleaſure: the mind can hardly ſtand in a poiſe; fo as neither to 

ſorrow or joy : we cannot digeſt adverſity, if we do not reliſh it; we 

thall not ſubmit to it as his will, it we do not take it for an argument 

2 Cor. 12, x0. Of his love: 43rxa, 7 ( faith S. Paul) have a liking or pleaſure in infir- 
| mities, i reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's 

Jake ; for when 1 am weak then 1 am ſtrong. 
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-4. We ſhould with faith and hope rely and -wait on God for the remo- 

val, or eaſement of our afflictions; or however we ſhould confide in him 
for grace, and ſtrength to ſupport them well: as our Savzoxr did, when 
he prayed, Father, if thou be willing remove thu Cup; as they did in the Luke 22. 42. 
Prophet, who ſaid, 1n the gay of thy judgments, O Lord, we have waited It. 26. 8. 
on thee; according to that rule in the Lamentations; It is good that a 33% . 
man fhould both hope, and wait quietly far the Salvation of the Lord; and © my 
thoſe precepts in the Pſalms; Reſt in the Lord and wait patiently for Pal. 37. 7. 
him ; wait upon the Lord, be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine Pla. 7, 7 
heart. [22] i | | i; » 20.62. I. 
We ſhould'in any caſe-be ready with the holy P/aim/# thus to interro- 25. 3 43k 
gate, and ſuſtain our ſelves: Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, why art Plal, 42. "oh 
thou ſo diſquieted within me? Hope thou.tn God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, 
for the help of his countenance. en, 

Remembring, and confidering, that ( as we are expreſly taught in 
Scripture, and as all our Religion doth clearly ſuppoſe) God knoweth 7o = Per. 2. 3. 
reſcue the Gedly out of tribulation, (he knoweth the proper ſeaſon, when * F< 5 7- 
it is fit to doe it) that he i faithfull, and will not ſuffer us to be tempted Marth. 6, 25, 
above what we are able: but will with the temptation alſo make a way to *<% 1013, 
eſcape, that we may be able to bear it; reflecting, I lay, on theſe certain 
points of Chriſtian truth, we ſhould neyer ſorrow as thoſe who are without rThelTq.r, 
hope ; we ſhould never deſpair of a goad riddance from our adverſity, 
when it ſhall be ſeaſonable or beneficial for us; we ſhould always be af- 19. 40. 3r. 
ſured of a comfortable ſupport under it, which is uſually better than de- Ic: 7: 7- 
liverance from it ; our minds ſhould:never fink into deſpondency, or diſ- 
conſolateneſs: that this is praQicable-in the worſt caſe, we have conlpi- 
cuous inſtances to aſſure us; it hath been the pratice of moſt illuſtrious 
and excellent perſons, particularly of the holy Ape[t/es; never was any 2 Cor. 4. 8. 
condition, 1n outward reſpeds and;appearance, more forlorn and diſmal * <9: 4+ 11+ 
than was theirs; yet it no-wiſe bereaved them of hope, or courage; 

We (they could fay) are troubled on every fide, yet not diſtreſſed; we 
are perplexed but not in deſpair, perſecuted but not forſaken, caſt down but 
not deſtroyed. we) 
: 5. We ſhould indeed not ſo much; as faint, or languiſh in our minds 
- W upon any ſuch occaſion; no adverſity ſhould impair the forces of our 
_ reaſon or our ſpirit ; ſhould enervate our courage, or flacken our indu- 
ſtry ; ſhould render us ſick, or weak in heart; for, /f (faith the W/e- proy. 24. 1. 4 
man) thou faint in the day of adverſity, thy ſtrength s ſmall; ('tis the > cor. 4. 16. "I 
Ggn of an infirm mind) and pn eager, wot fo faultre or decay, py Rev: 2. 3 4 
exAvedas, not to be diſſolved or disjointed in our ſouls (as the body is in 5 4 , 
ſcorbutick diſtempers) are rules preſcribed to us in ſuch cafes: we do Heb. 12. 3. 
then indeed need a firm and robuſt conſtitution of ſoul ; we ſhould then ns of 
bear up moſt reſolutely and ſtoutly : the encouragement of Moſes to the nunc pefore 
people, entring upon battel, may well be accommodated to us, in re- f"* 
3 gard to our conflict with adverſities; Let not your hearts faint, fear not Deut. 20. 3: 
* aud do not tremble, neither be ye terrified becauſe of them. | 

6. We ſhould not be weary of our condition, or have irkſome long 
| ings for alteration; but with a quiet indifferency , and willingneſs of 
oo mind lie under it, during God's pleaſure ; according to the Wiſe-mas's 
, advice; My ſon deſpiſe not the chaſtning of the Lord, neither be weary of Prov. 4, t1, 
hu correttion; and that of the Apoſtle, enforced by our Lord's example ; 
Confider him, that endured ſuch contradittion of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt Heb. 12. 3. 
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ye be wearied antl faint in your minds. We ſhould not think God flow, or 
his time long and tedious, as if he were forgetfull of us, or backward to 
ſuccour us: as the P/almiſt was inclined to doe, when in the day of trou- 
Pal.q9.7,10. ble he brake forth-into theſe conceits and expreſſions ; Will the Lord caſt 
off for ever, and will he be favourable no morg; 1s his mercy clean gone for 
ever, doth his promiſe fail for evermore; Hath God forgottes to be gratious ; 
hath he in anger ſhut up his tender mercies ? thus he in a fad mpod was 
apt to think and gc} but recolleing himſelf he perceived it was his 
errour,” and confeſſed it was his fault thus to Imagine ; / ſaid, t was 
mize infirmity ; and it will be ours likewiſe, it we entertain ſuch con- 
ceptions and reſentments: we ſhould with the ſame mind endure our 
preſent ſtate, as we do paſs through a hard winter, or a time of foul 
weather, taking it+for ſeafonable and fit, becauſe the wiſe Authour of 
nature hath ſo appointed and ordered it. j. 3; 
7, We ſhould by adverſe accidents be rendred lowly in our own eyes, 
and ſober in our conceits of our felves; meek and gentle, tender and 
pliable in our temper and frame of ſpirit ; ſen{ible of our unworthineſs 
and meanneſs, of our natural frailty, penury and miſery, of our actual 
offences and miſcarriages; deeply affeCted in regard to the awtull maje- 
ſty and power, to the perfect holineſs, and firit juſtice of God : they 
ſhould quell our haughty ſtomach, they ſhould ſupple our ſtiff wiltul- 
neſs, they ſhould ſoften our hard hearts, they ſhould mitigate our pee- 
viſh humours ; to effe&t theſe things is ufually the defign of ſuch acci- 
dents, and it is ever the beſt fruit of them :' this is that, which S. Peter 
i Pet. 5.6. adviſeth to, when he faich: Be hambled under the mighty hand of God; 
which God approveth, and encourageth with a gratious promiſe, when 
Eſa. 66. 2. he faith; —-To this man will 1 look, even to'him, that is of a poor and 
contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word: this diſpoſition is an inſepara- 
ble adherent to contentedneſs ; he'that hath not his ſpirit thus broken, 
or mollified, will hardly be content in any ſtate ; he that is haughty in 
canceit, and ſturdy in humour wall every where find that, which will 
croſs, and diſturb him. E > 
8. It is required that we ſhould,, notwithſtanding any meanneſs, any 
hardneſs of our condition, -be meekly and kindly at- 
I: age. contingit, ut dum aliquos " feted toward others, being fatisfied and pleaſed 
er bei Mt Oofri £709. With their more proſperous ſtate. We ſhould not 
gitarus, non parva ex parte recreemur, be angry with the world, becauſe we do not thrive, 


ranguam © ms ided ipfs quierins tranquil. 0. 01riſh in it; we ſhould not be ſullen, or peeviſh 


linſque uivamus. Aug. Ep. 144+ ; : ; 
toward any man, becauſe his fortune is better than 


ours; we ſhould not repine or grudge at the good ſucceſs of any our 
Rom, 12. 15, brethren, becauſe we want the like our ſelves; we ſhould rather rejoyce 
with thoſe that rejoyce; innocently filching ſome pleaſure from them, or 
borrowing ſome farisfa&tion from their enjoyments. It is humaxe thus 

to doe, becauſe of the natural cognation and friendſhip of men; it is more 
eſpecially Chriſtzan, becauſe of our ſpiritual conſanguinity ; by virtue 

Rom.12. 15. Whereof we are ſo knit together, and made members each to other, that 
2 Cor.12. 26+ zf (as S. Paul telleth us) one member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with 
it, and if one member be honoured, all the members ſhould rejoice with it : 

we can hardly be content without thus appropriating the goods, and ſha- 

ring in thedelights of others; he can never be content, who looketh with 

an evil eye upon other mens proſperity ; he cannot doe well himſelf who 

loveth not to ſee his neighbour doe well ; numberleſs occaſions will hap- 

pen to diſcompoſe and vex him. Adver- 
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 Adverlity impatiently born is apt to ſapr que ſpirits, and.render us.fro- 
ward toward men, eſpecially when it progeedeth from the, unkindneſs, 
; | Fu 4X tu a. 4 ns ob $143 $448 Ci-gga nth $6. £2 


ingratitude, or. treachery of trjends, or of p 0: us for.our, 


500d will, or for.henefirs done; to. them; but nothing thould render. ys. 
ſhould extinguiſh un 


unkindly diſpoſed toward the world, nothing ſhould extir 
in us toward any man; fo 'plain reaſon teacheth us, ſo. great examples. * 
enforce, Moſes did not loſe (ok affection towards his Countreymen, be- 
_ cauſe he was by. one of them, threatned away into baniſhment and va«, 
Srancy ; the Aprſtles became not. diſaffected to the world, ; becauſe it. 
miſuſed and perſecuted them ; our Lord did continue, moſt; earneſtly to. 
deſire, and laborioglly to 35075 the good, of thoſe who oſt deſpite- 
fully uſed him; Like theirs, # all caſes, ſhould our diſpoſition be ; we 
ſhould ever obſerve the P/a/mi/?s advice; Ceaſe from anger, forſake wrath, Pl. 37. 8. 
fret not thy ſelf in gny.wiſe to doe Cvil. r= 

9. Contentedneſs doth imply a freedom from all ſolicitude and anxi- 
ety of mind, in reference to proviſion for our needs, and canveniencies. | 
of life ; according to thoſe rules and precepts of caſting our burthen and. 1 Per. 5. 7: 
care upon the Thy of being careful for nothing, but commending, our. are 7 5o 
fairs to God's ordering; according to that: molt comfortable Precept: of phil. 4. 5. 
our Lord, Take.no care ſaying what ſhall we eat, or what: ſhall we drink, Mat. 6. 21. 
or how ſhall we be cloathed; * for your hegvenly Father knoweth, that ye. 
want all theſe things : Tf we doe not thus, it is hardly poſſible that we 
ſhould be content ; if we do not depend upon Providence, we cannot 
ſcape being often diſtracted with, care, and perplexed with feary, we 
cannot chearfully hope for any .thing we need, nor be quietly ſecnre 
or any thing WEBMER. | om aig Nog tt ty, 

To. It requireth alfo that we ſhopld curb our deſires, and confine them 
in the narroweſt bounds we.can ; ſo-as not to affect . 
more 1n quantity, of better in quality, than our ha-. Os GN aoany of. ing: 
ture and ſtate do require: it. we mult have ſuperflu- | yemre nibil novi frugaling. Juv, Sar.s, 
ities, if we can onely reliſh dainties, we ſhall never  . 
be pleaſed; for. as nature hath. limits, and is content with lictle ; as 
there is no ſtate in this world, the exigencies whereof may not be an- 
ſwered with a competence; ſo curioſity is an infinite, and inſatiable 


thing : He that loveth pleaſure ſhall be a poor man; he that loveth wine Prov. 21. 15, 

and oil ſhall not be rich; that is, he which is curtous ,  _ .. .. 

and nice in his deſires, will never have enough : ,4i x7 evoy ipifes aumagueig man 

The rule, which (according to St. Paul) ſhould re- ce OS ys pg = 

gulate our deſires, is this ; Having food and. ray- . OT 

ment, let us with them be abs. : if this will ſa- 5 ad naturam vives nmguam eris pau- 

tisfy us, we may caſily obtain fatisfaftion ; a mo- FN ES: OR un — 

derate induſtry, with God's bleſſing, will procure © 

ſo much; God hath promiſed to beltow it; if this will not ſuffice, there 

is no ſure way of getting or keeping more ; As God is no-wiſe obliged 

to provide us ſupertluities, or concerned to relieve our extravagant long- 

' ivgs; ſo we may fear, that Providence will be ready to croſs us in our 

cares and endeavours tending to thoſe purpoſes; ſo that we ſhall be diſ- 

appointed in the procurement, or diſturbed in the fruition of ſuch need- 'o in2x/guy 

leſs things: However he that is moſt ſcant in his deſires, is likely to b aim Ms 

moſt content in his mind : He (as Socrates ſaid) i neareſt the Gods (who Socr, in Nev 

need nothing). that needeth feweſt things. | _ Fa Apornn. 
In” 
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Pſal. 98. 19. 


Num. 21. 5. 


| Tas 3. 2t. 


Rev. 19. 9 


In fine, contentedneſs doth import, that whatever our condition is, 
our minds and affeftions ſhould be modelled, and ſquared juſt according 
to it; ſo that our inclinations be compliant, our deſires be: covgruous 
thereto, fo that eafily we can comport with the inconveniencies, , can re- 
liſh the comforts, can improve the advantages ſticking thereto ; other- 
wiſe like an ill-made Garment, it will fit unhandſome upon us, and be 
troubleſome to us. It is not uſually our condition it felt, but the unſu- 
tableneſs thereof to our diſpoſition and' defires (Which fowreth all its 
ſweets, and rendreth its advantages fruitleſs) .rhat createth diſcontent ; 
for (although it be very mean) others bear the ſame chearfully ; many 
would be glad thereof; if therefore we will be content, we muſt bend 
our inclinations, and adapt our deſires to a correſpondence with our 
Kate. T2 Os 

If we are rich, we ſhould get a large arid bountifull heart, otherwiſe 
our wealth will hang looſe about us; rhe care and, trouble in keeping it, 
the ſaſpicion and fear of loſing it, the defire of awplitying it, the ur. 
willingneſs to ſpend or uſe it, will bereave us of all true fatisfattio- 
therein, and render it no leſs unſavoury to us, that! nnprofitable to ©- 


thers. | 


If we are' poor, we ſhould have a -fruga]; provident,, induſtrious 


' mind, ſparing in deſires, free from curioſity, willing to take pains, able 


oo hardſhips, otherwiſe the ſtraitheſs of our condition will pinch 
and gall us. ny on. 
"Afe we high in dignity or reputatioh? we then need a mind well 
ballaſted with ſober thooghts, otherwiſe 'the:wind df vanity will drive 
us into abſurd behaviours, thence will daſh'ns upon difappointments, and 
conſequently will plunge us into vexation and diſcontent. 

Are we mean and low? we need a meek and lowly, a calm and flea- 


7 


dy ſpirit 5 not afteting little reſpeCts, or 'reſenting the want of them ; 


apt to pals over or to bear quietly petty affronts-and negle&ts ; not apt 


to be moved by words ſignifying contempt or diſdain ; elſe (being fret- 
ted with ſuch things, which in this il|-naturd and hard-hearted World 
we may be ſure often to meet with) we ſhall be uneafie in our minds, 
and impatiently wiſh a change of our ſtate. 

Theſe, and the like diſpoſitions and affeCtions of foul this duty con- 
taineth, or requireth: from hence ſhould ariſe a correſpondent external 
demeanour, and ſuch ations as theſe which follow : 

I. We ſhould reſtrain our Tongues from all unſeemly and unſavoury 
expreſſions, implying diflatisfaftion in God's proceedings, or diſpleature 
at Fi Providence; arguing deſperation or diftruſt in God; ſuch as were 
thoſe of the diſcontented and impatient {/rae/ztes; They (faith the Pſal- 
miſt) ſpake againſt God ; they ſaid, can God furniſh a table in the wilder- 
neſs? behold he ſmote the rock that the waters guſhed out, and the ſtreams 
overflowed; can he give bread alſo, can he provide fleſh for his people > 
Such as they uſed, of whom the Propher faith — When they ſhall be buns 
£7 they will fret themſelves, and curſe their King and their God ; as 
thoſe in the Apocalypſe, who being afflicted with deſerved judgments, 


$ 


ditl ah poke the name of God, which had power over thoſe plagues — Llaſ- 


pheme 


the Godl of heaven becauſe of their pains and their ſores, Into 


fuch profane enormities of Language is diſcontent apt to break forth, que- 
ſtioning the power of God, or 


| is willingneſs to ſuceour us; ventin 
wrath and diſpleaſure toward him; charging him toolifhly with injuſtice, 
;  */q 


phy Ws 
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or with unkindneſs, or with negligence, or with impotency ; the ab- 
ſtaining from which behaviour, under the ſenſe of his bitter calamities, 
is a great Faoorwa; Jobs ba ry (tis faid) - | 

ob (inned uot, neither charged God footiſh]y. 5 OR OD 
/ We ſhould indeed boy any the feaſt com- Tr 4 20, onrede 3 
plaint, or murmuring, in regard to the diſpenſati- 4 Hom: 0. 7. 
ons of Providence 5 or upon diflatisfaction in the 
ſtate allotted us: S. Jude faith, that God in the laſt- day wif come , Jude 1s, t6. 
to execute judgment, and to convince men of all their hard ſpeeches, 
which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt him : theſe (ſubjoineth he) 
are yoylu5e: werliuuoips, murmurers,. that complain of their lot ; Which 
ſgnifieth the heinouſneſs and extreme dangerouſnels of this praCtice. 
Wherefore doth the living man complain ? is the Prophet's queſtion, im- Lant. 3. 45. 
plying it to be an unreaſonable and blameable practice. Wherefore the 
advice of Davzd is good ; to ſuppreſs all complaint, to be ſtill and filent * 
in ſuch caſes: Be /i/ (faith he) and know that 7 am God, and Be ſilent Pal. 46. 10. 
ro the Lord ; the which Precepts his practice may ſeem well to interpret #+ 37-7: 
and back; 7 was, faith he, dumb, 7 opened not my ES 
mouth, becauſe it was thy doing : and accordingly 2% Gas So14 md bla 
Fob, Behold (ſaid he, after having conſidered all the wwNyav& driycr. ON, v. 
reaſons he could imagine of God's proceedings) / Job 4o. 4. 
am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee * 1 will lay my 
hand upon my mouth. And thus our Saviour, when he was oppreſſed and 16. 53. 1. 
afflifted, opened not hu mouth... 


3. Yea it is our duty, in theſe caſes, to ſpend our ate m5 216 nmilvnn Irency. 05 8 
breath in declaring our fatisfaQion in God's deal- Temps mn omings x in 
ing with us; acknowledging his wiſedom, juſtice #}. nn. © OP. 


and goodneſs therein ; bleſſing and praifing him for 


all that hath befallen us ; each of us confeſſing after David ; 7 know, O Pal. 19.75; 
Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that thok in faithfulneſs haſt af- 
flifted me ; imitating Job, who upoti the loſs of all his goods did fay no 
more than this; The Lord gave, aud the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed Job r. 21; 
be the name of the Lord. 7, | TO, 

4- We ſhould abſtain from all irregular, unlawfull and unworthy 
courſes toward the removal or remedy of our needs, or croſſes, chufing 
rather to abide quietly under their preſſure, than by any anwarrantable 
means to relieve, or relaxe our ſelves; rather bearing patiently, -thatt 
violently, like thoſe in the Prophe?, breaking our yoke, anil burſting, our Jer. 5. 5. 
bands. Take heed, regard not iniquity ; for this haſt thou choſen rather Job 35. i: 
than afflition. We ſhould rather continue poor, than dy couzenage, or 
rapine endeavour to raiſe our fortune; we ſhorild rather lie urider dif- 
grace and contempt, than by finfull or ſordid compliances ftrive to ac- 
- Quire the reſpe&t and favour of Men; we ſhould rather willingly reſt 
11 the loweſt condition, than doe as thoſe, who by diſturbing the world, 
by fomenting diforders and tations, by ſfupplanting their neighbours 
welfare, by venting ſanders and detra&ions, do labour to amphlife their 
eſtate : we ſhould rather endure ariy inconvenience or diſtreſs, than have 
recourſe to ways of evading them, diſallowed by God; doing; as the 
Jews did, who in their ſtraits, againſt the declared pleaſure of God, /e? Jer. 42. r4, 
their faces toward Aigypt, ſtrengthned themſelves in the ſtrength of Pha- 2: 15: 13: 4 
raoh, zraſted in the ſtaff of that broken reed, In negle&t or diffidenics 5. 71. ;. 
toward God; to embrace ſuch aids, is (as God ini the Prophet dechareth) Ezck.r7. 5. 

| 1, 1 + | x very : 
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1 Pet. 3.17. 
4+ 19. 


whollome advice of that great Ap9/He. 

©. We ſhould, notwithſtanding any adverſity, proceed in our affairs 
(ſuch as God requireth, or reaſon putteth us upon) with alacrity, cou+ 
rage and induſtry ; performing however, ſo far as our circumſtances do 
permit, what is good and fit for us: No diſappointment or croſs; no 
ſtraits or grievances of condition ſhould render us liſtleſs, or lazy, but 
rather it ſhould quicken and inflame our aQtivity ; this being a good way 
to divert us from the ſenſe of our misfortunes, and to comtort us under 


their preſſure; as alſo the readieſt way to remove or to abate them, 0 
Taegv d5 Yiiyai, to order the preſent well, what 


RegHuyricv 79 mnegy ow? SAo75ige ever it be; to make the beſt of a bid matter; to 


Ant. 4. 26. 6 


« 2. - march forward whither reaſon calls (how difficultly 


"T2 mig Hang Fives oes imme ſoever, or ſlowly it be) in 4 rough or dirty way; 
Td ntanans rap chats not to yield to difficulties, but reſolutely to encoun- 
Tu ns cede malis, ſed contra audentior ter them, to ſtruggle luſtiſy with them, to endea- 


M0. 


vour with all our might to ſurmount them; are aQs 
worthy of a manly reaſon and courage ; to direct ill accidents to good 
ends, and improve them to honeſt uſes, is the work of a noble vertue. 
If a bad game be dealt us, we ſhould not preſently throw up, but play 
it out ſo well as we can; ſo perhaps we may fave ſomewhat, we ſhall at 
leaſt be buſie till a better come. Put thy traſt zn the Lord, and be doinx 
gopd, 1s the Pſalmiſt's advice in ſuch a cale; and it 1s a practice neceſſary 
to the procuring and maintaining content ; If we be not otherwiſe well 
employed, we ſhall be apt, in our thoughts, to melancholize, and dote 
upon our miſchances, the ſenſe of them will faſten upon our ſpirits, 
and gnaw our hearts. 

6. We ſhould behave our ſelves fairly and kindly toward the inſtru- 
ments and abetters of our adverſity ; toward thoſe who brought us into 
it, and thoſe who detain us under it, by keeping off relief, and thoſe who 
forbear to afford the ſuccour we might expe forbearing to expreſs a- 
ny wrath or diſpleaſure, to exerciſe any revenge or enmity toward them; 
but rather, even upon that ſcore, bearing good will, and expreſſing kind- 
neſs toward them ; not onely as to our brethren, whom, according to 
the general Law of Charity, we are bound to love, but as to the ſervants 
of God in this particular caſe, and the inſtruments of his pleature toward 
us; conſidering, that by maligning or moleſting them, we do expreſs 
ill reſentments of God's dealing with us, and, in effect, through their 


ſides, do wound his Providence; thus did the good Xing behave himſelf 


toward 


* 
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toward Shimei, when he was bitterly reproached and curſed by him ; 
not ſuffering (upon this accompt, becauſe he was God's inſtrument of 
afflictiog himſelf) that any harm ſhould be done untq him ; thus the ho- 2 $an. xc. 7; 
ly Apoſtles being reviled did bleſs, being defamed did entreat; thus our : cor. ,, 12. 
Lord demeaned himfelf toward his ſpitetull adverſaries ; who., wher i per. 2. 22, 
he was reviled, did not revile again; when he ſuffered, he did not threa- 3 5. 
ten, but committed it to him that judgeth righteou/ly. In all theſe ca- 
ſes we ſhould at'leaſt obſerve the rules and advices of the Wiſe-man ; Say Prov. 24. 39, 
wot, I will doe ſo to him as he hath done to me, I will render to the may 2922 
according to his work; Say thou not I will recompence evil ; but wait on the 
Lord, and he ſhall ſave thee. Eu 

Diſcontent uſually conſiſteth not ſo much in diſpleaſure for the things 
we ſuffer, as at the perſons who bring them on us, or who do not help 
to rid us from them; it is their preſumed injury or diſcourteſie which 
we do fret at; ſuch paſſions therefore toward men beiriz diſcarded, our 
evils preſently will becorhe ſupportable, and content eafily will enſue. 
As men in any ſickneſs or pain, if their friends are about them (affor- 
ding comfort or aſliſtence) do not ſeem to feel any thing, and forbear 
complaining ; - ſo if the world about us doth pleaſe us, if we bear 
no difaffetion or grudge toward any perſon in view , our adverſity 
will appear leſs grievous, it will indeed commonly be ſcarce ſenſible 
to Us. £ | 

In theſe and ſuch like as, the duty and vertue of contentedneſs doth 
eſpecially reſide ; or it is employed and exerciſed by them : And ſo 
much may ſuffice for the explication of its nature : I come now to con- 
ſider the way of attaining it, intimated by St. Pas/ here, when he faith, 
T have learned. 


PHIL IV. 116 
I bave karned, &c. 


how it is produced: it is not an endowment innate to us; it 
doth not arrive by chance into us; it 1s not to be purchaſed by 
any price; it ſpringeth not up of it ſelf, nor ariſeth from the quality of 
any ſtate ; but it is a product of diſcipline ; 7 have learned. 

It is a queſtion debated in Plato, & Stexrev 1 agery, whether wertue 
be to be learned; St. Paul plainly reſolveth it in this caſe by his own ex- 
| perience and teſtimony. What Sexeca faith in ge- 
Peg on rg ar: eft bom eral of vertue (Nature giveth not vertue ; it is an 
Virus etiamſs quſdam impenu ex na- art t0 become good ) is moſt true of this vertue; it is 
urs Tone tamen perficienda deftrini et. 20 art, with which we are not born, no more than 
ERnY The ” with any other art or ſcience; the which, as other 
arts, cannot be acquired without ſtudious application of mind, and in- 
duſtrious exerciſe: No art indeed requireth more hard ſtudy and pain to- 
ward the acquiry of it, there being ſo many difficulties, ſo many obſta- 
cles in the way thereto : We have no great capacity, no towardly diſ- 
poſition to learn it; We muſt, in doing it, deny our carnal fenſe, we 
muſt ſettleÞur wild fancy, and ſuppreſs fond conceits ; we muſt bend 
our ſtiff and ſtubborn inclinations; we muſt repreſs and reſtrain wanton 
deſires ; we muſt allay and ſtill tumultuous paſſions ; we muſt croſs our 
humour, and curb otr temper ; which to doe is a hard chapter to learn: 
Much conſideration, much practice, much contention and diligence are 

required thereto. | 
Hence it is an art which we may obſerve few do-much ſtudy ; and of 
the ſtudents therein few are great proficients; ſo that Qui fit, Mecenas? 
page ning How comes it to paſs, that no body liveth content with 


the lot aſſigned by God? wanted not ſufficient ground. 


T HESE words fignific how contentedneſs may be attained, of 


However 
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Howevet it is not like' the '@uadrature of: the circle, 'or the Philofos 
phers Stone, an art impofſible''to be learned, and which will battle 'all 
{tndy : there are examples which fhew'it to be obtainable; thereare 
rules and precepts, by obſerving which we may arrive to it, -*  - 

And it is certainly 4 moſt excellent-piece of learning; moſt deſerving 
our earneſt ſtudy : no other ſcience wilt yield 16 great fatisfaCtion, vf + 
good uſe; alt other ſciences, 1) compariſon thereto, are dry and fruitleſs 
curioſities ; for were we Maſters of all other knowledge, yet wanted the 
Skill of being content, we'iſhould not be wiſe or happy ; happineſs and 
diſcontent ar&e5v5e1e (things incompatible:) 00T 
- But how then may- this skill be learned? 1 anſwer, chiefly ( divine 
grace concurring) by theſe three ways. x. By underſtanding the rules 
and precepts, wherein the praCtice' thereof confiſteth. 2. By diligent 
exerciſe; or application of thoſe rules to prattice ; whereby the habit 
will be produced. 3. By ſeriouſly conſidering, and impreſſing upon our 
minds thoſe rational inducements (ſuggeſted by the nature and reaſon of 
things) which are apt to perſuade the praCtice thereof, The firf way 
1 have already endeavoured to declare;' the ſecond wholly dependeth up- 
on the will ang endeavour of thelearner; the 7hird I ſhall now inſiſt upor, 
propounding ſome rational conſiderations, apt (by God's help) to perſuade 
contentednefs, and ſerving to'cure the malady of diſcontent. They may 
be drawn. from ſeveral heads ; from God; from our ſelves, from our par- 
ticular condition or ſtate ; from the world or general ſtate of men here; 
from the particular ſtateof other men'in eomparifon to ours; from the na- 
ture and conſequences of the duty it felf; Every thing about us well exanii- 
ned and pondered, will miniſter ſomewhat inducing and aflifting thereto. 


[. In regard to God we may conſider, that equity doth exac and r Sam, 3. i 
gratitude requireth, and all reaſon diftateth, that we ſhould be content ; 2 
or that in being diſcontented we behave our ſelves very unbeſeeriingly 
and unworthy, are very unjuſt; very ingratefull, and very fooliflt to- 
ward him. ; VET 

r. Equity doth exa& this duty of us, and in performing it we a@ 
juſtly toward God, both admitting his due right, and acknowledging his 
good exerciſe thereof; That ſaying in the Goſpel, Is 3t not lawful forme Mate. b. is, 
to doe what 1 will with mine own? 1s a moſt evident maxime of equity ; 
tt 1s therefore the natural right, and prerogative of God (as the Creatour 
and Preſerver, and conſequently the abſolute Lord, Owner and Gover- 
nour of all things) to aſſign his ſtation, and allot his portion to every 
perſon, as he judgeth good and convenient ; it is moſt juſt that inviola- 
bly he ſhould enjoy this right ; He being alſo infinitely wiſe and good, 

It is likewiſe moſt juſt to acknowledge that he doth perfeftly well ma- 

nage this right; Now by contentfull ſubmiſſion to God's diſpoſal of 

things, we do worthily expreſs our due regard to both theſe, avowing 

his right, and approving his exerciſe thereof; but by diſcontent and re- 

gret at what happeneth, we do in effect injure God in both thoſe reſpetts, 
diſavowing his right, and impeaching his management. We do there- 

by ſo renounce his right, as (fo far as conceit and wiſh do reach) to in- 

vade it, and uſurp it to our ſelves; ſignifying, that in our opinion thing 
ought not to be ordeted according to his judgment and pleaſure, but af- 
ter our fancy and humour ; we claim to our ſelves the privilege of con- 
trolling lis eſtate, and diſpenſing his goods, fo as to be our own carvers, 
and 
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and to aſſume to our ſelves ſo much as we think good ; we imply, thar, 
if we were able, we would extorr the power out of his hands, and ma+ 
nage it our ſelves, modelling: the world according to our conceits and 
rg \ PINT: «© TIF 
We do alſo (ſince we cannot but perceive-the other attempt of diſ- 
Multos imveni poſſeſſing God to be frivolous and fruitleſs ) in efiect charge God with 
bag ch miſdemeanour, with iniquity or infirmityin his.diſtribution and diſpoſal 
adverſs Dees Of things; intirmating, that in our opinion he doth. nox order them ſo 
neminem: jyſtly, or ſo-Wiſely as might be-/(not ſo. well as we in our wiſedom/and 
Sen. 3-93 Juſtice ſhould order them) for. did we conceive them managed for the 
beſt, 'we could not but judge it moſt unreaſonable to be aggrieved, or 
to complain: ſo heinouſly inſolent,. and unjuſt are we in being diſcon: 
tent. In earneſt, Which is moſt-equal,” that God ſhould have- his will, 
or we? For ſhame we ſhall ſay God : Why: then do we'not contentedly 
let him have it? | Fant” {= | 
"Tis indeed,” if we conſider it, the higheſt piece of injuſtice that we 
can be guilty of ; exceeding that which we commit 1n any other ſort of 
diſobedience. For as in any State Seditious Mutining 1s the greateſt 
crime, as moſt dire&ly violating the Majeſty, and ſubverting the autho- 
rity of the Prince; ſo in the World, none may be ſuppoſed more to of- 
fend and wrong its Sovereign Goyernour, than ſuch malecontents, who 
4... - | . diflike and blame his proceedings: 'Even a Zeathex 
Thu u_ IO} Oar My J)- could teach us, that it is our duty..to /ubjedt our 
5 plug # minor. Arr.1.12, mand to him that adminiſtreth all things, as good Ci- 
: -- * tizens to the Law of: the Commonwealth ; it we do 
not we are rebellious and feditious, -which.is: the 'higheſt pitch of inju- 
{tice toward our moſt gratious Sovereign. 
Apain, there can be nogreater injury, or affront offered to God, than 
1 John s. 10. to give him the lze, by queſtioning his veracity. or fidelity ; this dif 
content plainly doth involve: for God hath expreſly declared. himſelf rea- 
Mart. 6. 25, dy upon all occaſions to doe us good; he hath promiſed to care for ws, and 
= 2 5. ever to forſake us, or leave us deſtitute ; which word of his if we did 
'* not diſtruſt, and take him to be unfaithfull, we could not be diſcontent : 
As no man is diſpleaſed with his condition, or ſuſpicious of want, who 
knoweth that he hath abundant ſupply of all he can need in a ſure. 
place; that he hath a perſon moſt able, moſt willing, moſt faithfult en- 
gaged to ſuccour him ; ſo did we believe God to be true, who hath pro- 
miſed to help us, we could not be diſcontented for fear of any want. 
We mult at leaſt in ſo doing, ſuſpect God to be deficient in goodneſs 
toward us, of unwilling to help us ; or we thuſt apprehend him impo- 
tent, and unable to pertorm what he would, and what he hath promi- 
Pfal. 78. 19, fed, for us (like thoſe Infidels, who ſaid, Cax God furniſh a table in the 
wilderneſs * Can be give bread alſo, can he provide fleſh for his people >) 
which conceits.of God are alſo very unworthy, and injurious to him. 
2. Gratitude requireth of us this duty: for we having no right, or 
title to any thing ; all that we have coming from God's pure bounty ; 
he having upon us all (whatever our condition comparatively is, or may 
Ca ta os ſeem to us) freely conferred many great benefits, 
Iniqus eft qui - muneris ſui- arbitrium . COMMON to all men among us (our being, life, rea-. 
Janti non relingant y, exams gue wn Iners fon capacity of eternal happineſs, manifold ſpiritual 


. loco habet quod accepit, ſed damni quod 


reddidit, (yc, Sens ad Polyb. 29, © bleſſings, incomparably pretious and excellent) we 
in all reaſon ſhould be thanktull for theſe, without 
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craving more, or complaining for the want of other things. Whereas 


alſo all events (how croſs ſoever to our ſenſual conceits, or appetites) 
are by God deſigned , and diſpenſed for our good, gratitude requi- 
reth, that we ſhould thank God for them, and not murmur againft 
them. _ ; 2 
Surely if inſlead of rendring God thanks for all the excellent gifts, 
which he mot liberally (without any previous obligation to us, or de- 
ſert of ours) hath beſtowed on us, and continueth to beſtow, we fret, 
and quarrel, that he doth not in ſmaller matters ſeem to cocker us, we 
are extremely ingratetull, and diſingenuous toward him : It any great 
perſon here ſhould freely beſtow on us gilts of: huge value (high preter- 
ment, or much wealth) but with good reaſon, as we might preſume, 
ſhould withhold from us ſome trifle, that we fanſie or dote on, ſhould 
we not be very unworthy, if we ſhould take it ill and be angry with 
him for that cauſe ? The caſe is plainly the fame; God hath in the fran- 
keſt manner beſtowed on us innumerable and ineſtimable goods, in com- 
pariſon whereto any comfort or convenience of our ſtate here is very tri- 
vial and deſpicable; Are we not therefore very ingratefull, if we hei- 
nouſly reſent the want of any ſuch things; if upon any ſuch accompt 
we diſguſt his Providence? Do we not deal, beyond all expreſſion, un- 
worthily with God, in ſo much undervaluing the goods which he hath 
given us, or doth offer us, and hath put in our reach ? He hath made 


us capable of the greateſt goods imaginable, and faithfully upon eaſe ' 


terms proftereth them to us ; he gg nn 77 (himſelf, the 
immenſe and all comprehending good, the fountain VT all joy and blif) 
to be fully enjoyed by us; his wiſedom he offereth to inſtruct and guide 
us, his power to protect and guard us, his fullneſs to ſupply us, his 
goodneſs to comfort us ; he offereth his love and favour to us, in having 
which we virtually, and-in effe& have all things; becoming thereby, 
in the higheſt degree, rich and honourable and happy ; And is it not 
then outrafious unworthineſs to prize any other thing (any petty ac- 


commodation of this tranſitory life, any pitifull toy here) ſo much, as 


to be displeaſed for the want thereof ; as 1t all this were not enough to 


ſatisfie our needs, or fatiate our deſires; as it notwithſtanding all theſe 
immenſe effuſions, (yea as it were profuſions) of bounty upon us, we 
could be indigent or unhappy? Sha// we (to ule that holy and moſt in- 


genuous conlideration of Fob) receive ſo much good from the bountifull Job 2. 10. 


hand of God, and ſhall we not contentedly receive, or bear ſo ſmall evils 
from him? Evils indeed in name, and to groſs ſenſe, but not fo in rea- 
lity, not ſo in effect, at leaſt not fo in God's deſign ; 
but rather things very convenient and profitable tor 


tude ; for Diſeaſe. Naz. Ep. 66. 


Are we not allo very ingratefull in miſapprehen- "Enetty nf wi migey 3s tov, fi 


Evxnerrs ov1 mary, S millra og 
wh kad ; '* oy eywomr —3n ako nuas d 
us ; which 1s another aggravation of our ingrati- m6, &c. faid Philagrizs in a grievous 


ding, and diſliking thit, which God doeth out of 2 75 #96, myaniduyo, 77 open, 


very gratious intentions toward us; 1n loathing his 
tatherly and friendly difpenſations ; the fatherly chaſtiſements and friend- 
ly diſciplines, which he unwillingly is forced (is I fay forced by his own 
great love, and by our preſſing needs) to inflict or impoſe upon us 2 


- - 
- 


X, T0 cv)Aeugtly, Naz. de ſe, Ep. 63. 


Surely our ill opinion of, or deſpifing (as the Wiſe-man calleth it) theſe Prov. 3. TA 


unpleaſant bleſſings is no ſmall fault ; Neither will our not diſcerning 
(out of affefted dulnefs, and ſtupid pravity not diſcerning) the wiſedom 
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| of God's methods, and the wholefomenels of the means he uſeth to bet- 
ter us, excuſe us from foul ingratitude. 


*Fvyere ej; 3- Again, upon many accompts, reaſon farther dictateth in reſpect to 


76 258 «7- God, that we ſhould be content : becauſe it is moſt reaſonable to acqut- 
fy ang eſce in God's choice of our ſtate, he being infinitely more wile than we, 
793 is and infinitely better underſtanding what 1s good for us than we can do: 
29/9455 *" becauſe he 1s well affefted to us, and more truely loveth us than we do 
--:. ourſelves; becauſe he hath a juſt right, and irreſiſtible power to diſpoſe 
SONS: 4 of us, the which (whatever we can doe, however we reſent it) he will 
Charir eſt it. effectually make uſe of, whence it is extremely fooliſh to be diſcontent : 
ls homo quam fooliſh it is to be diſſatisfied with the reſults of his wiſedom, adhering to 
py our vain apprehenſions, fooliſh to. diſtruſt his goodneſs in compliance / 

with our fond ſelf love; fooliſh to conteſt his unqueſtionable right and 

uncontrollable power, having nothing but mere impotency to oppoſe a- 
'EZvTe x2.2/- gainſt them ; no leſs than downright madneſs it is to fret and tume at 
»s, £v7s iz that which we can no wiſe help, to bark at that which lodgeth in hea- 
Philm. Ven fo far high above us, to ſolicite deaf neceſſity with our ineftectual 

wailings ; for if we think, that our diſpleaſure will affe&t God, that our 

complaints will incline him to alter our condition, or comply with our 

wiſhes, we do conceit vainly, and without any ground; ſooner may we, 

by our imagination, ſtop the rides of the Sea, or turn the Streams of 
'ov 8 ns Rivers backward ; ſooner, by our cries, may we ſtay the Sun, and 
7415s = change all the courſes of the Stars, than by our paſſionate reſentments 
Fo Song or moanfull _— can check the current of affairs, or alter that 
It. ſtate of things, which is by God's higf| decree eſtabliſhed : diſcontented 
=? # & behaviour will rather faſten our condition, or remove it into a worſe 
«rzy%', 4 place; as it highly doth offend God, and encreaſeth our guilt, ſo it mo- 
por rea veth God to continue, and to augment our evils. Thus lifting up our 
eyes to heaven , and conſidering the reference our diſpoſition and de- 


meanour hath to God, will induce us to bear our caſe contentedly. 


Lam. 3-39. II. Again, Refle&ting upon our ſelves, we may obſerve much rea- 
ſon to be content with our ttate; in whatever capacity we look upon our 
ſelves, it in reaſon becometh us, we in duty are obliged to be fo. 

As men and creatures we naturally are indigent and impotent ; we 
have no juſt claim to any thing, nor any poſſeſſion maintainable by our 
power ; all that we have, or can have, cometh from moſt pure cour- 
telie and bounty ; wherefore how little ſoever is allowed us, we have no 
wrong done us, nor can we juſtly complain thereat : Such beggars as 
we are muſt not pretend to be chuſers; if any thing be given us we 
may be glad, we ſhould be thankfull. Tr is for thoſe who have a righr 
and a power to maintain it, to reſent and expoſtulate, if their due be 
withheld ; but for us that never had any thing, which we could call our 
own; that have no power to get or keep any thing ; for us that came 
into the world naked and defenſeleſs, that live here in continual, abſolute 
and arbitrary dependance for all our livelihood and ſubſiſtence, to con- 
teſt with him that maintaineth us, or to complain of his dealing, is ri- 
diculouſly abſurd and vain. - wn, 

Upon a moral accompt we have leſs reaſon to challenge ought, or to 
complain of any thing ; for we deſerve nothing but evil: If we rightly 
eſteem and value our ſelves, any thing will ſeem good enough for us, a- 
ny condition will appear better than we deſerve: duly examining the 


imper- 


og 
REO 
fra 
; RR 
SR - 


i. 


Serm. VI. Of Contentment. . &7 


imperfe&ions and infirmities of our nature, the diſorder and depraved- 
neſs of our hearts, the demeanours and enormities of our lives, we 
cannot but apprehend, that we are even unworthy of the crumbs which ware. rs, 19. 
fall from our maſters table ; we cannot but acknowledge with the good 
Patriarch, that we are /eſ5 thay the leaſt of God's mercies." Conſidering Gen. 32. 10. 
our natural unworthineſs, we ſhall ſee that we deferve not ſo much as 

thoſe common benefits which all men enjoy, and without which we 

cannot fſubfiſt ; fo that in regard to them we ſhall be ready to acknow- 

ledge with the Pſalmiſt, Lord what is man that thon takeſt knowledge of pry, ,,. 4. 
him, or the Son of man, that thou makeſt accompt of him ? Trying our Job 7. 27. 
hearts, and examining our ways, we ſhall ſoon diſcover it to be abun- 

dant mercy, that we are not utterly deprived of all good things, ſtript 

of all comforts, yea diſpoſſeſſed of our very being and life it ſelf ; that 

we are obliged to acknowledge with thoſe in the Lamentations, [t is of Lam. 3. 225 
the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail 

of, Were we far better than we are, yet it would not become us to 

conteſt with him, to whoſe diſpoſal and judgment we are ſubje&; as Fob 

teacheth us: Behold (faith he) God taketh away, who can hinder him, Job g.12,g. 
who will ſay unto bim, what doeſt thou? If he will not withdraw his anger, 

the proud * helpers do ſtoop under him; how much leſs ſhall T anſwer him, * Kin. 
and chuſe out my words to reaſon with him; whom though 1 were righteous, 

7 would not anſwer, but I would make ſupplication to my judge; but for us, (Job 9. 32.) 
men ſo unrighteous and guilty, to debate with, to queſtion the proceed- 

ings of our Judge it is much more unſeemly. -. 


Nothing can be more abſurd, than for men ſo deeply indebted, than 
for ſinners ſo very obnoxious to wrath, to be aggrieved in any.ſtate : 
Shall we, who are conſcious to our ſelves of ſo many great ſins againſt - 
our God ; who by wilfull tranſgreſſions, or ſlothfull neglects, have ſo much 
affronted and offended him; who have ſo little requited his love, and 
ſo much abuſed his patience ; who have born ſo little fruit, and rendred 
him ſo little ſervice, ſhall we be angry that our humour is. not pleaſed 
in all things? Shall we affe& to ſwim in plenty, to wallow in pleaſure, 
to bask our ſelves in eaſe ; to be fed with dainties, to be gaily cloathed, 
to flouriſh in a brave and ſplendid condition, to be worſhipped and ho- 
noured, who deſerve not the meaneſt competence, or loweſt reſpect, 
to whom it 1s a great favour that we are permitted to ſubſiſt, whom 
ſtri& juſtice would often have caſt into utter miſery and diſconfolate- 
neſs? It is not ſurely for ſuch perſons to be Aiſktisfied with any thing in 
this world, but to bleſs God's exceeding mercy, that they abide there 
on this ſide of the bottomleſs pit; 'tis their part, with moſt ſubmiſſive 
patience, to bear whatever is inflicted on them, humbly ſaying with him 
in the Prophet, I will bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe 1 have fin- wc, 5, g. 
ed againſt him, Seeing, whatever our croſſes or ſufferings be, we can- 
not but confeſs to God with thoſe in Ezra, Thou haſt puniſhed us leſs Ex. g. 13: 
than our iniquities deſerve ; being gainers upon the matter, having ſo 
much- of our debt remitted in effect, being in compariſon to what was 
due to us very tolerably, yea very favourably dealt with, Why ſhould 
we be diſſatisfied? If in ſuch caſes men ſhould deal fo favourably with us, 
we ſhould be much pleaſed, and ready to thank them z Why then-ſhould 
we take it ill of God, when he even in his hardeſt proceedings againſt 
us, expreſſeth ſo much indulgence and mercy 2 Ne 
K 2 we 
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If we muſt be diſpleaſed, 99d luſt to complain, we have reaſon mugh 
rather to accuſe.our:elyes, than-xo exclaim arProvidence, to bewail our | 
(ups, than to deplere our fortune: for our-evils are not indeed fo much 
Lan. 3. 33- the yoluntary works. of God, who doth not afftjit wilhiugly, or grieve tHe 
Avd-2w* children of my, as the natural grodudts of our Gns, which we do wil- 
Fer. 5. 25- fully commit: It-is(9s the Propher fpeaketh) owr fins that withhold gaod 
Plal.1o7. 19. hings from us 3 and bring evil things upen vs : Fools, becauſe of therr 

tranſgrefiov, and becauſe of their iniquities, are afflicted. We make adr 
Jer. 17. 10» veriity neceſlary ».of expedient for us, thenwe cry qut upon it: we Ja- 
+ 443 bourzn Planting, but cannot brook the fruit of ow doings 5 WE, Ike pro- 
digals, fling away our eſtate jn wanton profiuſions, then complain of 
want ; we afle& and chuſe the cauſes, but loath, and gennot abide the 
certain conſequences ; ſo fond im our conceits, ſo perverſe are we in 
Lam..3-39- ur atfetions: Wherefore doth the living man complain , for the pur 
2 _ of his fins ? fo well might the Prophet demand and expoſtu- 
te 


We may farther, looking on qur ſelves, canſider our {clyes as ſervants 
to.Gad, or rather as ſlaves, abſalutely ſabje& to his dilpolal; And ſhall 
any fcrvant, ſhall @ mere flaye preſume to chaſe his place, or determine 
his renk io the family 2 Shall he appoint to himſelf what office he wall 
diſcharge, what garb he thall go in, what diet he muſt have; what he 
will doe, and how he ſhall be accommodated ? Is it not fit that all thee 
things ſhould be Jok to our Maſter's diſcretion and pleaſure, it 15 moſt 
reaſonable that we ſhould tharoughly acquieſce in bis determination : e- 
ven a Pagan A could —_— w me this : reaſonable ; who 

oh o. thus pioully decteth His Speech to God : For” the 
Nee 191 army ie 5 fe oye: ne. 2ſt uſe yue fo what thew pleaſe. 1 do conſent unto 
exiriues 0 qu Sctaror. "Ore 96 thee, aud am indifferent. 1 refuſe nothing which 
Ce A a een h. Jeemerh gpad to thee; legd me whither thas wilt 5 put 
12, 97615 hy9 001 vane dmilen ON We what garment theu pleaſeſt : Wilt thou haue 
Toros ac3s 00 ava T4 $M YENU"* we bo fe g gOUEFNaur Br a private men, 30 fbay af home 
Arr. 2. 16+ | : 
or to be baniſhed away, to be poor or to be rich? 7 
will, in reſped to all theſe things , apologize for thee with men; thus did 
Epidtetus tay, and ſuch ſpeech well becometh gur relation to God : ſer- 
vants ſhould be content with thew Maſters appointments and allowances ; 
they ſhould not onely themlelves forbeer to find fauk with, but be rea- 
dy to maintain his praceediogs againft any, who ſhall preſume to re- 
Luc. 17. 10. prehend or blame them. Eſpecially fuck ſervants as we are, who, after 
we have doue all things commanded w, muſt achvowledge that we are wupre- 
fitable fervaws ; ſuch gs can bring 80 cankderable benefit to our Lord, 
or any-Wiſe advance his Kate ; ſuch as thegeiore cannot challenge any 
wages from him, mare than he out of mere favour is pleaſed to allow : 
Could we, by our {akaurs, enrich God, or raiſe him in digaity, or pra- 
cure delight to him, it caight Jeerm cangruous that he ſhould anſwera- 
bly zewatd us; but as he getseth nothing by-us, ſo we cannot require 
any thing from him: our beſt ſeryices do indeed rather need pardon, 
than deſerve any reward: No man bath lived fo well, that he can pre- 
tend any thing from God, that he is not indeed much behind-hand in 
his accampts with God, haying received from God far more of benefic 
than he can return to him 48 4eryice: No: man, Without extreme pre- 
ſumption and arrogance, can offer to preſcribe, in what meaſure, ar 
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| Apain, if we conſider our ſelves as the children of God, cither by 
birth or pature, or by 5 ors and grace, How can we be oo 
for agy thing ? Have we ngythepee greag reaſgn to hope, or.pather.to 
be capfident, that we ſhalfneve ov thing (peccſſapy op-Gon- 


exvang any goþd thin 
venieht for us) that ns great evil ſhall ever oppreſs us} For ig.not God 
hence by paternal diſpoſition inclined, is he not in a manner, by pater- 
nal duty, engaged, in all needfull occaſions, to ſupply and ſuccour us? 
Can we (without great-profanenefs, and no fefs folly) ſurmiſe, that he, 
which is ſo immenſly good, wif be a bad (an unkind, or a negleCtfull) 
Father to us? No, as there is no gthex Father in goodneſs comparable to 
him, ſo none, in real effes of benignity, can come near him; fo our 
Lord afſureth us : 7f ye (faith he) being evil, know how to grve good things war. 1. 11, 
to your children ; How much more will our heavenly Father give good things 
to his children that ask him> _ : 


If we conſigey ur ſelyes a Queifhians : 


x qur ſelyey a; we have ſhyll more reaſon to 

praiſe this dtity: "As ſuch, we are not onely poſſeſſed of goods abun- 
dantly ſufficient to fatisfie our deſires; we have hopes able to raiſe our 
minds above the ſenſe of all preſent things ; we have entertainments 
that ever may divert our minds, and fill our hearts with comfort ; but 
we have alſo an aſſurance of competent ſupplies of temporal goods ; | 
for, Godlineſs w' profitable to pll things, hauingthe promiſe both of the pre- 1 Tim. 4. 8. 
ſent life, and of that which i to come : and, If we ſeek firſt the kingdom wax. 6. 33, 
of heaven, and its righteouſneſs, . all theſe things | ſhall ber added unto us. 
It is indeed ſtrangely unhandſome for a Chriſtian ever to droop, or to be 
diſconſolate ; for a friend of God, and an heir of heaven to think he 
wants any thing, or fear that he ſhall ever want ; for him, whote tre 
fure and heart are aboye, to be ſa concerned with any haxe, as 
deeply to reſent jt. EP 3 1 

Again, if we refle&t upon our ſelves as rational men, How for ſhame 
can we be diſcontent? Do we not therein much diſparage that excel- 
lent perfection of our nature? Is jt not the proper wark of reaſon to 
prevent things þyrtfull or offenſive to us, when that may be done ; to 
remove them, 1 they are remayeable; zf neither of theſe can be com- 
paſſed, to allay and mitigate them ; fo that wa may be able well to ſyp- 
part them ? Is jt nat its principal uſs to drive away thoſe tand conceits, 
and to quell thoſe troubleſome paſſions, which create, or foment dif = 


4 


Pt, and diſpleaſure to us? if it cannot doe this, What doth it ſignifi? 
9 what purpoſe have we it? Is nat our condition really worſe than 
that of brute beaſts, if reaſon {eryeth onely to doſery the cauſes of trgy- 


ble, but cannet enabje to bear it > All the reaſons we have prodyced, 
ayd all ch we ſhall produce againſt diſcantent, will, if we are reaſoy 
nable men, and reaton availeth any thing,. have this efleR upon vs. 
Wherefore conſidering our ſelves, our capgcities, our relations, our 
ations, it is moſt reaſonable to be content with our condition, and 


with whatever doth befall-us. - 
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PHIL. IV. It. : 


I have learned in whatever flate, &c. 


Ill. Arther, if we conſider our condition (be it what it will, how 
poor, how mean, how deſpicable and forelorn ſoever) we cart 
- have from it no reaſonable ground of diſcontent. 


tr. Our condition in this world cannot (if rightly eſtimated; and well 
managed) be extremely bad, or forrowtull ; nothing here can occur in- 
ſupportable, or very grievous in it ſelf ; we cannot, if we pleaſe, want 
any thing conſiderable, and the defect whereof may not be ſupplied, or 
ſupported by far better enjoyments. If we have high opinions of ſome 
things, as very excellent, or very needfull for us, it's no wonder if we 
do want them, that our condition is unpleaſant to us; if we take other 
things for huge evils, then, if they be incombent on us, we can hardly 


, ſcape being diſpleaſed; but if we thoroughly look through ſuch things, 


and ſcan them exactly, valuing them, not according to fallacious im- 
preſſions of ſenſe, or illuſive dreamings of fancy, but according to ſound 
diftates of reaſon, we may find, that neither abſence of®the former, 
nor the preſence of the latter doth make our condition much worſe, or 
render our caſe deplorable. 


We are, for inſtance, poor : that condition rightly weighed, is not 
ſo very fad : for what is poverty? what but the abſence of a few ſuper- 
fluous things, which pleaſe wanton fancy rather than anſwer need ; 
without which oature is caſily ſatisfied, and which if we do not affect, 
we cannot want? what 1s it but to wear courſe 


Els 7 75agudls aching. fn vis # Blor. clothes, to feed on plairt and ſimple fare, to work 
Socrt.  and take ſome pains, to ſit or go in a lower place, 

to have no heaps of caſh, or hoards of grain, to keep no retinue, to 
bave 
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have few friends, and not one flatterer ? and what great harm in this? ya. Plur. in 
It is a ſtate, which hath its no ſmall conveniences and comforts, its hap- 4iſt. 

py fruits and conſequences ; which freeth us from many cares and di- 
ſtra&ions, from many troubles and croſſes, from _ 

many encombrances, many dangers » Many temp-@ St vis vacare animo aut pauper ſts opor- 
tations, many fore diſtempers of body and foul, gprgy at hn Me 
many grievous miſchiefs, to which wealth 1s eXPO- uitie; paupertas expedita eft, ſecura ejt 
ſed ; which maintaineth health, induſtry and ſobri- "_ Ep. 17 ay 

ety; diſpoſeth us to feed heartily, to move nimbly, x,"$.. ©" of mg hoot ooh 
to ſleep ſweetly ; which preſerveth us from luxury 

from fatiety, from ſloth and unwieldineſs. It yieldeth diſpoſition of 

mind, freedom and leiſure to attend the ſtudy of truth, the acquiſt of 

vertue. It is a ſtate, which many have born with great cheartulneſs ; 

many (very wiſe men) have voluntarily embraced ; which is allotted by 

divine wiſedom to moſt men ; and which the beſt men often do endure; 

to which God hath declared an eſpecial regard, which the mouth of truth Pal. ro. 14: 
hath proclaimed happy ; which the Son of God hath dignified by his 33: gig 
choice, and ſandtified by his partaking deeply thereof ; and can ſuch a 13. 146. 12. 
condition be vgry loathſome ; can it reaſonably diſpleaſe us? ES 1-04 7426 


en EF Luk. 6. 20, 
Again, thidu art ſuppoſe fallen into diſgrace, or from honour and cre- jam. 2. 5. 


dit art depreſſed into a ſtate of contempt and infamy? this alſo rightly 1% 55. 2. 
prized is no ſuch wretchedneſs ; for what doth this import ? what, but 

a change of opinion in giddy men, which thou doſt not feel, which 

thou art not concerned in, if thou pleaſeſt.; which thou never had(t rea- 

ſon much to regard, or at all to relie upon? what is thy loſs therein ? 

it is the breaking of a bubble, the ſinking of a wave, the changing of 

a wind, the cracking of a thing molt brittle, the ſlipping away of a 

thing moſt fugacious and ſlippery ; what is honour, and fame, but 
thought, and what more flixting, what ſooner gone away than a 
thought 2 and why art thou difpleaſed at the loſs of a thing ſo very flen- 

der, and flimme? if thou didſt know its nature, thou canſt not be dif- 
appointed; if thou didſt not, it was worth thy while to be thus infor- 

med by experience, that thou mayſt not any more regard it. Is the 
contempt, thou haſt incurred, from thy fault > bear the conſequence 
thereof patiently, and doe thy beſt by removing the cauſe to reverſe 

the effect : is it undeſerved and cauſeleſs? be fatisfied in thy innocence, 

and be.glad that thou art above the folly and injuſtice of thoſe, who 
contemn thee. Let thy affeftions rather be employed in pity of theirs, 

than in diſpleaſure for thy own caſe. Did (let me ask thee again) the 

good opinion of men pleaſe thee? that pleaſure was fond and vain, 

and it is well thou art rid of it? did it not much affect thee? why theri 

doſt thou much grieve at the loſs thereof ? Is not alſo thy fortune in this 

kind the fame with that of the beſt men? have not thoſe who have de- 

ſerved moſt honour, beon expoſed to moſt contempt ? But now ( Fob fob zo. 1,16. 
could fay) they that are younger than I have me in aerifion, —they ab- 

hor me, the fe far from me, and ſpare not to ſpit in my face. And, 7 Pal. 22.6, 7. 
am, (could that great and good Xing ſay) a worm, aud no man; a re- 

proach of men, and deſpiſed of the people ; All they that ſee me, laugh 

me to ſcorn; they ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake the head, and, we are 
defamed, we are reviled, we are made as the filth of the world, and the i Cor: 4. 12, 
#ff-ſcouring of al things unto this day, could the holy Apoſtles fay ; and "3: 

He is deſpiſed and rejetted of men—— he was deſpiſed and we eſteemed him 16. 54. 3; 


not, 
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not, Was {aid of our Lord himſelf ; and can tius condition then 1n juſt e- 
ſteem be 1o very pitifull, or grievous? 
But thou art perhaps troubled becauſe thou art wrongfully cenſured, 
Exemp!, Jcrewiz. Chryſoſt. ad O- odiouſly traduced and defamed, abuſed by ſlander, 
lymp. 16. ® or by detraCtion ; which aſperſeth thee with things 


epi l arg Song rae op whereof thou art no-wiſe guilty, or repreſenteth 
Aſellam. ) thee in a character unworthy of thee : Be it fo ; 


what then? why doth this ſo much atie&t thee ? 

Is not every man ſubject to theſe things? are not the greateſt men, are 
not the wiſeſt men; are not the beſt men liable to the ſame? yea chietiy 
liable, excellency being the ſpecial mark of envy and obloquy? can any 

* An od wg good men eſcape free of them among ſo many bad men, whoſe doings 
»//nzw,ty9 as goodneſs doth reproach, 1o 1t provoketh their malignity ? Canſt thou 
”  Theod, imagine to paſs thy days 1in ſo unjuſt and fpitefull a world without in- 
Fp. 80. curring ſuch bad uſage; can fo many vain, ſo many bold, fo many law- 
lefs, tongues be ticd up, or kept within compaſs of truth, or equity ? 
Wilt thou ſufler it to be in the power of any man at Jus pleaſure fo ea- 
fily to diſcompoſe and vex thee 2 becauſe he will be bad ſhalt thou be 
miſerable 2 why doſt thou not rather pleaſe thy ſelf in the conſcience of 
thy endeavouring to deſerve and doe well; 1n thy innocerſe, and clear- 
neſs from the blame which they impoſe on thee; in thy having given no 
cauſe of ſuch offence and outrage ? why doſt thou not rather pity their 
unworthineſs, and unhappineſs, who ſtoop to ſo mean and baſe practi- 
ces, than fret at them, as bad to thee ? they doe themſelves far more ' 
miſchief, than they can doe thee. 

And why doſt thou not conſider, that indeed thou art guilty of many 
faults, and full of real imperfeQtions, ſo that no man can eaſily derogate 
from thee more than thou deſferveſt: he may indeed tax thee unjuitly, 
he may miſs in the particulars of his charge, he may diſcover ground- 
leſs contempt, and ill-will toward thee ; but thou knowelt thy ſelf to 
be a grievous ſinner, and it 1s juſt that thou ſhouldſt be reproached 
(God, for thy humiliation, or thy correCtion, may have ordered him, 
as David ſaid he might have ordered Shimez, to curſe thee) thou haſt 
therefore more need to be humble in retflexion on thy ſelf, than to ſwell 
with diſdain in regard to his injury. 

Thou ſhouldſt improve this dealing, and make it wholſome to thee, 
by taking occaſion thence to correct thy real faults, and endeavouring 
to become truly more worthy ; that fo thy conſcience may be a firm 
bulwark againſt all detraQion and obloquy : In fine, fatisfie thy ſelf by 
committing thy ſoul with patience in well-doing unto thy Judge, who at- 
ſuredly will doe thee right, will protect thy reputation, and clear thy 

; innocence : his judgment is onelP worth regarding, be little concerned 

E Theodor, With any other. | 

he 23. Again, Being diſappointed and croſled in rhe ſucceſs of their projects, 

or undertakings, 1s wont to put men, as they conceive, into a wofu}l 

.Ccafe: but why ſo? why (let me ask thee, who art diſcontented upon 

this ſcore) didft thou build much expectation upon uncettainties? did{t 

thou not foreſee a pollibility, that thy deſign might miſcarry, and if fo, 

why art thou not prepared to receive what happeneth ? was it not. an 
adventure, why then art thou troubled with thy chance ? Is he not a 

ſilly gameſter, that will fret and fume at a bad caſt, or at the loſs of a 

game ? did{t thou reter the buſineſs to God's diſpoſal and arbitrement ? it 
| _ not, 
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not, thou deſervedſt to be croſſed, and rather confeſs thy fault, than 
complain of thy fortune ;. if thou didſt ſo, then be conſiſtent with thy 
ſelf, and acquieſce in his determination : In fine, what is thy loſs, is't of 
thy care and pain? would it have been much better, that thou hadſt 
been careleſs or idle ? but haſt thou not in lieu of them got fome wiſe- 
dom and experience? haſt thou not (if thy attempt was reaſonable and 
worthy) exerciſed thy wit, thy courage, thy induſtry? haſt thou not 
(by thy defeat) got an opportunity to expreſs equanimity and patience? 
if thou ſo improvelt thy diſappointment, thou art a gainer by thy loſs, 
thou doj? more , than conquer by thy defeat : however ſince the pain, 
the credit, the preferment thou didſt aim at, and haſt miſſed, are 
things in themſelves of no great value, and ſuch as thou mayſt well live 
Without, as other good men have done, thou canſt not have much rea- 
ſon to be diſpleaſed upon this accompt, or to reckon thy condition very 
diſaſtrous. | | IE 

' But friends, will ome men ſay, have been unkind, have been un- 
gratefull, have. been fickle and falſe, have negleQed, have deſerted, 
have betrayed me ; 1? was 0t an enemy, that reproached me, then I could Plal. 55. 5. 
have born it, &c. this is indeed commonly moſt grievous ; yet being 
ſcanned will not render a man's condition ſo lamentable : for, ſuch Fan /iti pa- 
Misbehaviour of friends is more their calamity than ours : tlie loſs of _—_—_ 
bad friends is no damage, but an advantage; 'tis but the loſs of a miſchief, a 6r. 2. 30. 
and a trouble: the fewer we come to have of ſuch, the more time we 
fave, the leſs trouble we meet with, the greater ſecurity we enjoy. 
The kindneſs we have ſhewed, the obligations we have put on ſuch, 
are not quite loſt, they will bring the reward due to humanity and fide- 
lity ; it will yield fatisfa@tion to us, that however we have been kind 
and faithfull to them. The fidelity of remaining true friends may fatif- 
fie us; however if all other friendſhips ſhould fail, there is one remains, 
worth millions of other friends, who can never prove unfaithfull, or in- 
conſtant, who never will be unnundfull of us, or deficient in kindneſs 
toward us. oo | 

The death of friends doth it may be oppreſs thee with ſorrow. Vid. Sen, 

But canſt thou loſe thy beſt friend ; canſt. thou loſe the preſence, the ©: 53: 
converſation, the proteQtion, the advice, the ſuc- x 
cour of God? is he not immortal, is he not immu- 0% 3 enidzriy 5 nile der © i- 
table, is he not inſeparable from thee 2. canſt thou C ©% EOS Ads bn” 
be deſtitute b ahapons is L0G by thee? Is 75y-. Theod, Ep. 68. 
it not an affront, an heinous indighity to him, to » FN ns $6. 
behave thy ſelf, as if thy 4 thy welfire, # nd, Go Td re” 
thy comfort had dependence on any other but him? 
is 1t not a great fault to be unwilling to part with ahy thing, when he via. Greg. 
calleth for it ? | Naz, Ep.202- 
| Neither is it a loſs of thy friend, but a fepardtion for a ſmall time ; 
he is onely parted from thee as taking a little jour- 


Cur doles ſi periiſſe. non credis ? cur im- 


ney, or going for a ſmall time to repoſe ; within a parienter fera ſubduSum interim quem cre- 
while we ſhall be ſure to meet again, and joyfully 4# reverſurum ?' profeFio eft quam putas 
to congratulate, if we are fit, in a better place, and 
more happy ſtate ; premi/omus, non amiſemus ; we have ſent him thither 
before, not quite loſt him from us. 


b--1 Thy 
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not, Was ſaid of our Lord himſelf ; and can thus condition then 1n jult e- 
ſteem be 1o very pitifull, or grievous ? 
But thou art perhaps troubled becauſe thou art wrongfully cenſured, 
Exempl. Jeremiz. Chryſoſt. a4 0. Odiouſly traduced and deiamed, abuſed by flander, 
lymp. 16. '  _® or by detraGtion ; which aſperſeth thee with things 
Fanopiart a i ah ws ” whereof thou art no-wiſe guilty , or repreſenteth 
Aſellam. ) thee in a character unworthy of thee : Be it 1o ; 
what then? why doth this ſo much affect thee ? 

Is not every man ſubjec to theſe things? are not the greateſt men, are 
not the wiſeſt men, are not the beſt men liable to the ſame? yea chietiy 
liable, excellency being the ſpecial mark of envy and obloquy? can any 

* Av? d ws good men eſcape free of them among ſo many bad men, whoſe doings 
»T1xnowiy? as goodneſs doth reproach, 1o it provoketh their malignity ? Canſt thou 


5 » np 


”*” Theog. imagine to paſs thy days in fo unjuſt and fpitefull a world without in- 

Fp. 80. curring ſuch bad uſage; can ſo many vain, ſo many bold, ſo many law- 

leſs, tongues be tied up, or kept within compals of truth, or equity ? 

Wilt thou ſufler it to be in the power of any man at his pleaſure fo ea- 

fily to diſcompoſe and vex thee 2 becauſe he will be bad ſhalt thou be 

miſerable 2 why doſt thou not rather pleaſe thy ſelf in the conſcience of 

thy endeavouring to deſerve and doe well; in thy innocerſe, and clear- 

neſs from the blame which they impoſe on thee; in thy having given no 

cauſe of ſuch offence and outrage ? why doſt thou not rather pity their 

_ unworthineſs, and unhappineſs, who ſtoop to ſo mean and baſe practi- 

ces, than fret at them, as bad to thee? they doe themſelves far more ' 
miſchief, than they can doe thee. 

And why doſt thou not conſider, that indeed thou art guilty of many 
faults, and full of real imperteCtions, ſo that no man can eaſily derogare 
from thee more than thou deſerveſt : he may indeed tax thee unjuttly, 
he may miſs 1n the particulars of his charge, he may diſcover ground- 
leſs contempt, and 1ll-will toward thee ; but thou knowelſt thy ſelf to 
be a grievous ſinner, and it is juſt that thou ſhouldſt be reproached 
(God, for thy humiliation, or thy correction, may have ordered him , 
as David (aid he might have ordered Shrmez, 7o curſe thee) thou haſt 
therefore more need to be humble in retflexton on thy felt, than to ſwell 
with diſdain in regard to his injury. 

Thou ſhouldfſt improve this dealing, and make it wholſome to thee, 
by taking occaſion thence to corre@t thy real faults, and endeavouring 
to become truly more worthy ; that ſo thy conſcience may be a firm 
bulwark againſt all detraCtion and obloquy : In fine, fatisfie thy ſelf by 
committing thy ſoul with patience in well-doing unto thy Judge, who at- 
ſuredly will doe thee right, will protect thy reputation, and clear thy 
innocence: his judgment 1s onelF worth regarding, be little concerned 

Theodor, With any other. | 
Bþe $5o Again, Being diſappointed and croſſed in whe ſucceſs of their projects, 
or undertakings, 1s wont to put men, as they conceive, into a wofu}l 
Caſe : but why ſo? why (let me ask thee, who art diſcontented upon 
this ſcore) didft thou build much expectation upon unceftainties? did{t 
thou not foreſee a poſlibility, that thy deſign might miſcarry, and if ſo, 
why art thou not prepared to receive what happeneth ? was it not an 
adventure, why then art thou troubled with thy chance ? Is he .not a 
ſilly gameſter, that will fret and fume at a bad caſt, or at the loſs of a 
game? didft thou reter the buſineſs to God's diſpoſal and arbitrement ? it 
not, 
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not, thou deſervedſt to be croſſed, and rather confeſs thy fault, than 
complain of thy fortune ; if thou didſt fo, then be conſiſtent with thy 
ſelf, and acquieſce in his determination : In fine, what is thy loſs, is't of 
thy care and pain? would it have been much better, that thou hadft 
been careleſs or idle? but haſt thou not in lieu of them got fome wiſe- 
dom and experience? haſt thou not (if thy attempt was reaſonable and 
worthy) exerciſed thy wit, thy courage, thy induſtry? haſt thou not 
(by thy defeat) got an 9.5m to expreſs equanimity and patience? 
it thou ſo improveſt thy diſappointment, thou art a gainer by thy loſs, 


1 
thou doſt more , than conquer by thy defeat : however fince the gain, 
the credit, the preferment thou didſt aim at, and haſt miſſed, are 
things in themſelves of no great value, and ſuch as thou mayſt well live 
Without, as other good men have done, thou canſt not have much rea- 
ſon to be diſpleaſed upon this accompt, or to reckon thy condition very 
difaſtrous. : | | | 
But friends, will ſome men ſay, have been unkind, have been un- 
gratefull, have. been fickle and falſe, have negleAted, have deſerted, 
have betrayed me ; It was 0t an enemy, that reproached me, then I could Plal. 55. 7. 
have born it, &c. this is indeed commonly moſt grievous ; yet being 
ſcanned will not render a man's condition ſo lamentable : for, ſuch Fam ji pa- 
misbehaviour of friends is more_their calamity than ours : tlie loſs of hung 
bad friends is no damage, but an advantage; 'tis but the loſs of a miſchief, a 6r. 2. 20. 
and a trouble: the fewer we come to have of ſuch, the more time we 
ſave, the leſs trouble we meet with, the greater ſecurity we enjoy. 
The kindneſs we have ſhewed, the obligations we have put on ſuch, 
are not quite loſt, they will bring the reward due to humanity and fide- 
lity ; it will yield fatisfaQtion to us, that however we have been kind 
and faithfull to them. The fidelity of remaining true friends may fati(- 
fie us; however if all other friendſhips ſhould fail, there is one remains, 
worth millions of other friends, who can never prove unfaithfull, or in- 
conſtant, who never will be unmindfull of us, or deficient in kindneſs 
toward us. 4 
The death of friends doth it may be oppreſs thee with ſorrow. Vid. Sen, 
But canſt thou loſe thy beſt friend ; canſt. thou loſe the preſence, the ©: 53: 
converſation, the proteCtion, the advice; the ſuc- : 
cour of God? is he not immortal, is he not immu- -.0” » Foapany"s 3 nie der & 6- 
table, is he not inſeparable from thee 2. canſt thou wy TOO 
be deſtitute = ayer tapas ww TA00e by cx Is Trey. Theod. Ep. 68. 
it not an affront, an heinous indignity to him, to »4a,nut, nw, es 
behave thy ſelf, as if thy allah thy welfare, '# hs fry Oe. Theed. Bp. ——__ 
thy comfort had dependence on any other but him? | 
is it not a great fault to be unwilling to part with ahy thing, when he vja. Greg. 
calleth for it ? - | Naz, Ep.202- 
| Neither is it a loſs of thy friend, but a feparation for a ſmall time ; 
he is onely parted from thee as taking a little jour- , ,, OT ar in 
ney, or going for a {mall time to repoſe ; within a pariencer fera ſubdufum interim quem cre- 
while we ſhall be ſure to meet again, and joyfully 4# reverſurum ? profeBtio eft quam putas 
| 2M mortem. Tert. de Pat. 9. Sell. Ep. 63 
to congratulate, if we are fit, 1n a better place, and 
more happy ſtate ; premiſemus, non amiſimus ; we have ſent him thither 
before, not quite loſt him from us. 
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Ng * Thy friend, if he be a good man (and in fuch 
Impatientia._ in ag & ſet nofire friendihips onely we can have true fatisfaftion) is 
mal ominare', 0 fidem prevarieany +; elf in no bad condition, and doth not want 


(yc. Tert. ibid. ; 
I17 3 + d;dans djaSir, ind ot thee; thou canſt not therefore reaſonably grieve 


bd Ddbyra m3 wafer Smrhure 7688 for him; and to grieve onely for thy felt is per- 
SOT. verſe ſelfiſhneſs a tondneſs. : £ 

But thou haſt loſt a great comfort of thy life, and advantage to thy 
affairs here? is it truly fo? is it indeed an irreparable loſs, even tecluding 
the conſideration of God, whoſe friendſhip repaireth all poſſible loſs : 
what is ir, I pray, that was pleaſant, convenient, or uſetull to thee in 
thy friend, which may not in good meaſure be ſupplied here? was it a 
1enſe of hearty good-will, was it a ſweet freedom of converſation, was 
it ſound advice or kind affiſtence in thy affairs? and mayſt thou not 
find thoſe left, which are alike able, and willing to miniſter thoſe bene- 
fits? may not the ſame means, which knit him to thee conclliate others 

Yid. Sen. Alſo to'be thy friends? he did not alone ſurely poſſeſs all the good-na- 

Ep. 63 ture, Ml the fidelity, all the wiſedom in the world, nor hath carried 
them all away with him? other friends therefore thou mayſt find to 
ſupply his room: all good men will be ready, if thou art good, to be 
thy friends, they will heartily love thee; they will be ready to chear 
thee with their ſweet and wholſome ſociety, to yield thee their beſt 
counſel and help upon any occaſion: Is it not therefore a tond and unac- 
comptable affection to a kind of perſonality, rather than want of a real 
convenience that diſturbeth thee ? 

In fine, the fame reaſons, which in any other loſs may comfort us, 
thoukd doe it alſo in this: neither a friend nor any other good thing we 
can enjoy under any ſecurity of not ſoon looſing it; our welfare is not 
annexed to one man no more than to any other inferiour thing ; this 
is the condition of all good things here to be tranſient and ſeparable 
from us; and accordingly we ſhould be affe&ted toward them. 


Fragile fraitum eſt, mortale mortuum eſs. 


= But farther, it perhaps displeaſeth us, that the courſe of the world 


doth not go right, or according to our mind ; that juſlice is not well 
diſpenced, that vertue is under hatches, that worth is not conſidered, 
that induſtry is not rewarded, that innocence and modeſty are tramp- 
led upon; that favour, partiality, corruption, flattery, craft, impu- 
dence do carry ail before them ; devouring all the encouragements : mf 
to honeſt induſtry : This may be obſerved, but why ſhould it diſpleaſe> 
art thou guilty of contributing to this? then mend ; if not, then bear; 
eſpecially ſeeing thou canſt nor help it ; for ſo it hath always been, and 
ever Will be in the world, that things never have gone there as the wi- 
feſt judge, or the beſt men deſire : there have never been good men e- 
nough to ſway the world, nor will the few good men that are, be ſo ac- 
tive 1n promoting publick good, as bad are in driving on their private 
deſigns; doth nat this courſe of things neceſſarily ſpring from the na- 
ture of men, which therefore we ſhould no more be vexed at, than for 
that a ſerpent hath poiſon, or that a waſp hath a ſting? we cannor 
wonder at it, why then ſhould we be ſtrangely afteRted by it? could a- 
ny man ever have been pleaſed, -if this were a ſufficient cauſe of diſplea- 
ſure? However the world goes, we may yet make a tolerable ſhift, 
God is engaged competently to provide for us; that ſhould fatisfie us. 
God obſerveth theſe things no lefs than we, and he can eaſily hinder 
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them, yet he thinketh good to ſuffer them ; and ſhall not we doe fo like- 
wiſe? there is in fine appointed a judgment hereafter, when all theſs 
things ſhall be redreſled and {et ſtreight ; when juſtice and vertue ſhall 
triumph , when integrity and induſtry ſhall find their due recom- 
pence, 'tis but a .moment to that time, and till then we may reſt 
ſatisfied. | 

Thus if we do ſurvey and rightly ſtate things, which cauſe diſcon- 
tent, and ſeem to render our condition hard and fad, we ſhall find, that 
not from the things, but from our ſelves all the fniſchief proceeds: we 
by our imagination give to the lighteſt things a weight, and ſwell the 
ſmalleſt things into a vaſt bulk ; we fanſie them very trightfull and 
dolefull, then we tremble and grieve at them. Mere names ( the 
names of poverty, of diſgrace, of defeat) do ſcare us, without conſul- 
ting reaſon, and conſidering how little terrible the things are them- 
ſelves. We follow ſilly prejudices, judging that highly good, which 
the vulgar admireth, that very evil, which the weakeſt fort of men are 
wont to complain of ; hence ſo commonly doth our caſe ſeem grievous. 
But in truth there is no condition fo bad, but if we manage it well and 
wiſely, if we bend our mind to comply with it, 1f we moderate our paſ- 
ſions about the accidents thereof, if we vigilantly embrace and enjoy the 
advantages thereof, may not be eaſily ſupportable, yea prove very com- 
fortable to us ; it is our fond conceits, our froward humours, our per- 
verſe behaviours, which do create the trouble, which ſeemeth adhe- 
rent to any condition, and embittereth every ſtate; which from any 
ſlight occaſion doth create vexation , and turneth every event into 
dilaſter. | | 

2. As there is no condition here perfectly and purely good (not defi- 
cient in ſome conveniences, not blended with ſome —uſque dev mulls oft fincers veluyesz 
troubles) ſo there is none ſo thoroughly bad, that Solicirique aliquid Tetis intervenit— 
it hath not ſomewhat convenient and comfortable Y* 
therein ; ſeldom or never all good things do forſake a man at once, or 
all miſchieſs together aſſail him ; ſomewhat uſually 
abideth, which well improved, or wiſely enjoyed Apherpiny condition! ſue ; Co quam 
may fatisfie a man, yea render his eſtate compara- holes tes: On og 
ble to theirs, who to vulgar eyes appear to be in , #ft - nibil tam acerbum eft, ex quo non 4- 
the beſt condition : there is in every. condition 7,,,,"a,." ” OSS 0s 
fomewhat of good compenſating for its evils, and 
reducing it to a balance with other more plauſible ſtates. We are; 
ſuppoſe again, in poverty (that inſtance I propound uſually, as the 
moſt ordinary ground of diſcontent) but havewe therewith good health? 
then moſt rich men may envy us, and reaſonably we ſhould not ex- 
change our ſtate with many crazy Princes: have we therewith our li- 
berty? that is an ineſtimable good which often times the greateſt men 
have wanted, and would have purchaſed with heaps of gold : have we 
therein a quiet mind, and a free uſe of our time? it is that, which wi- 
ſeſt men have prized above any wealth, and which the chief men of the 
world would be glad to taſte of: have we a clear reputation? we have 
then the beſt good that any wealth can yield, we have more than many 
can obtain in the moſt ſplendid fortune: have we any friends ſticking to 
us? that is more than the richeſt perſons can aſſure themſelves of, to 
whom it is near impoſſible to diſtingniſh the friends of their perſon from 
the flatterers of their fortune; 1t is a privilege and folace, which Princes 
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are hardly capable to arrive at: have we a bare competency, ſufficient 
Frov, 27.9. to maintain our life 2 we thereby keep our appetites in better compals, 
5 and our faculties in greater vigour ; we thence better reliſh all things ; 
we in conſequence thereof avoid the burthens, the diſeaſes, the vices of 
Noth and luxury : have we farther (as if we are not very bad, we ſhall 
in this caſe aſſuredly have, humanity diſpoſing all men thereto) the 
compaſſion of men ; is not this ſomewhat better, than that envy, that 
11{-will, that obloquy, which uſually do attend wealth and proſperity ? 
why then, if our pvor ſtate hath ſo manifold conveniences, do we fo 
much diftaſte'it 2 why do we fo dwell and pore on the ſmall inconveni- 
ences we feel under it, overlooking or ſlighting the benefits we may en- 
joy thereby 2 This indeed ordinarily 1s our folly and infirmity, that the 
want of any little thing, which we fanſie or afte&t, doth hinder us, from 
Ecclef. 10+ 1: fatisfaCtion in all other things ; One dead fiy cauſeth all our o:ntment 70 
/tink ; the poſleffien of a Kingdom will not keep us from being heavy 
1Kings 21. 1, 41d diſpleaſed (as Ahab _ if we cannot acquire a ſmall vineyard 
near us; on that one thing our head runs continually, our heart is 
wholly ſet, we can think on, we can taſte nothing elſe ; the want of 
that notwithftanding all our affluence doth pinch us, our dainties 
thence do prove infid, our ſplendours appear dim, every thing but 
that is a toy unto us: So capriciouſly, and unaccomptably prone are 
we to diſcontent. | 
3. Is our condition (let me ask again) ſo extremely bad, that it can- 
not be much worſe? Are we ſunk to the bottom of all calamity? No 
ſurely ; God's Providence will not fuffer, the ftate of things here can 
never admit that to be : here are ſuccours always ready againſt extremi- 
ties ; our own wit and induſtry, the help of relations or friends, the 
natural pity and charity of our neighbours will preſerve us from them ; 
cfpecially perſons in any meafure innocent can never come near them z 
there will rherefore never fail fome good matter of content in what re- 
mains; a few good things, weil improved, may greatly ſolace us ; 
but however, let us imagine our cafe to be the worſt that can be; that 
4 confluence of all temporal miſchiefs and wants hath arrived, thatwe 
are utterly bereaved of all the comforts this world afforded ; that we are 
ſtripped of all our wealth, quite ſunk in our reputation, deſerted of e- 
very friend, deprived of our health and our liberty ; that all the loſſes, 
76, who ixi- all the diſgraces, all the pains which poor Fob ſuſtained, or far more 
Gs abr) and greater than thoſe have together feifed on us; yet we cannot have 
Fon ſufficient reaſon to be diſcontent ; for that nevertheleſs we have goods 
«mow x«12- [oft to us in our hands, or within our reach, tar furpaſling all thoſe 
WE a goods we have loſt, much outweighing the evils we do undergoe : when 
Chryſ. ad the world hath done its worſt, we remain Maſters of things incompara- 
Olymp. 2: bly better than it, and all it containeth; the poſſeſſion whereof may, 
and (if we be wiſe) will abundantly fatisfie us. We are Men ſtill, and 
have our reaſon left behind, which alone, in worth, exceedeth all the 
treaſures of the world ; in well uſing which, and thereby ordering all 
things for the beſt, we become more worthy, and more happy than the 
moſt fortunate fool on earth ; we may therein find more true fatisfati- 
on, than any wealth, or any glory here can miniſter : we may have a 
good conſcience left, (the ſenſe of having lived well heretofore, or at 
Prov. 15. 15. leaſt a ſerious reſolution to live well hereafter) and that is a continual 
feaſt, yielding a far more ſolid and favoury pleaſure, than the moft am- 
ple re- 
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ple revenue can afford : we may have hope in God (the authour and 
donour of all good things) and thereby far greater aſſurance of our 
convenient ſubliſtence and welfare, than all preſent poſſeſſions can be- 
ſtow; we have reſerved a free acceſs to the throne of Grace, and there- 
by a ſure means (grounded on God's infallible word and promiſe) of ob- 

_ raining whatever 1s good for us ; we have a firm right to innumerable 8 
ſpiritual bleſſings, and privileges, each of them juſtly valuable beyond 
whole worlds ot pelf; we can, in a word {we can if we pleaſe) en- ; 
joy God's favour, which immenfly tranſcendeth all other enjoyments, 
which vaſtly more than countervaileth the abſence of all other things ; 
of this, by applying our felves to the love and ſervice of God, we are 
infallibly capable ; of this no wordly force or fortune can deſpoil us; 
we having this, our condition cannot be poor, contemptible or pitifull ; 

' *tis indeed thereby moſt rich, glorious and happy : For how can he be 
poor that hath the Lord of all things always ready to ſupply him ; who 
hath God (as the P/almiſt 1s wont to ſpeak ) to be his portion for ever? pal. q2, 26. 
How can he be deſpicable, that hath the honour to have the Sovereign 15: 5- 119. 
Majeſty of the world for his efpecial friend 2 How can he be miſerable 57 *#* 5 
who enjoyeth the fountain of all happineſs, who hath zhe 77ght of God's 
countenance to cheer him, who bath the confolations of God's holy Spi- 
rit to refreſh and revive him? What can he want, who, befide his pre- 
ſent intereſt in all the needfull efteats: of God's bountifull love, is an 
heir of heaven 4nd everlaſting bliſs? Seeing therefore 1t 1s in our power 
to be religious, ſeeing we may, if we will (God's grace concurring, 
which preventeth us to ſeek, which never is withheld from thoſe who 
ſeek it) be good Chriſtians; ſeeing nothing can hinder us from fearing 
God, or can ſeparate us from his love, neither can any thing render our Rom. s. 35; 
condition bad or unhappy, really diſtrefſed or needy : © fear the Lord pg. 44. 5. 
(faith the Pſalmiſt) for there 1s no want to them that fear him: The young 
Lons (or the rich, as the LXX. render it) do lack and fuffer hanger ; 1169, ws. 
but they that ſeek the Lord ſhall not want any good thing ; and, Whoſo mixcdow. 
keepeth the commandment, ſhall feel no evil thing, faith the Wiſeman ; SE : 
and, The hand of our God igyuipon all them that ſeek him, faith the Pro- Ez 8. Fg 
phet ; and, Who t he that en harm you ; (or doe 1ll to yon, or make 23:13 
you worſe) 3f ye be follogers of that which i good ? faith St. Peter ; and OO 
We know (faith St. Paul ) that to they who love God all things cooperate for Rem. 8. 28. 
good; and Godlineſs (faith he again) with contentedneſs is great gain ; 1 Tim: 6. 6. 
that is, ſuppoſing we have the goods which piety miniſtreth, although 
we have nothing more, we are,. if we can be content, very well to pals; 
it is abundantly ſufficient for us. 

Why then, I pray, are we diſcontent? what we doc we groan or 
grieve for : What is it that we do want? 1s it the uſe of reafon, 1s it 
vertue, is it God's favour? then indeed we have good cauſe to be diſplea- 
ſed; for the want of thoſe things is indeed lementable ; but if we do 
want them, it is onely our ſelves that we ſhould complain of ; for we 
may have them if we will, and who can help it if we will not? Who, 
if we ſhall wilfully deprive our ſelves of them, will be concerned to 
mind our complaints? But is it onely a lump of traſh, or a puff of ho- 
nour, or a flaſh of pleaſure, that we do need? Is it that we cannot ſo 
delicately glut our bellies, or fo finely cloath our backs, or fo thorough- 

' Ty footh our fancies, as we could with, that we fo pitifully moan ? Is it 
being reſtrained in ſ6me reſpects trom the ſwinge of our hamour, RF it 
nar 
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that we are not ſo much regarded, or are ſlighted by ſome perſons, is it 
that we are croſſed in ſome deſigjn, that ſo diſcompoleth and diſcourageth. 
us? then are we ſottiſhly fond ind childiſh in our conceits, and our af- 
fetions : for ptoper it is to children, whenas they want no ſolid or ſub- 
ſtantial goods, to wail for worthleſs totes and trinkets ; *tis for children, 
when they have not their will in petty and impertinent matters, to cry 
and lament; children are much atteQed with every word, or. little ſhew 
1Cor.14. 20. that croſſerh them ; If we were (as St. Paul chargeth us to be) perfetd? 
men, if we had manly judgments, and manly aftefions toward things, 
we ſhould not fo regard or value any of theſe temporal and tranſitory 
things, either good or evil, as by the want of one ſort, or by the pre- 
ſence of the other, to be much diſturbed ; we ſhould, with St. Paul, 
2 Cor. 4- 17. ſtyle any preſent evil 20 ?Aapegy * DAſews, a lightneſs of affliction : we 
 Rom.8.18: ſhould with him reckon, that the ſufferings of this preſent time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glories which ſhall be revealed to us ; we 
i Per. 1.6. ſhould with St. Peter greatly rejoice, though for a ſeaſon we are in heavi= | 
neſs, through manifold trials, or atflictions: We ſhould eſteem any con- 
dition here very tolerable, yea very good. 

4. In truth (if we will not mince the matter, and can bear a truth 
ſounding like a Paradox) uſually our condition is then better, when it 
ſeemeth worſe; then we have moſt cauſe to be glad when we are apteſt. 
to grieve; then we ſhould be thankfull, when we do complain ; that it 
appeareth otherwiſe to us, it is becauſe in our taxations of things we do 
ordinarily judge (or rather not judge, but fanſie, not hearing or regar- 
ding any dictate of reaſon) like beaſts; prizing things merely according 
to preſent ſenſe, or ſhew, not examining their intrinſick natures, or 

| looking forward into their proper fruits and conſequences. ” 

Adverſity, (or a ſtate, wherein we are not furniſhed with all accom- 

=== ondtione fs rates cre - modations gratefull-to ſenſe or fancy ; or wherein 

"Acrixcs advertunt animes ad relkgionem. TOMewWhat doth cleave to us offenſive to thoſe infe- 

We >. Tow pougy ot ſoul) 1s the thing which we chief- 

ATI ET beth .n% ly loath and abominate; whereas, in true judg- 
Veanuorlus anviget rgha urge TH aySpar ment, nothing commonly 1s more neceliary, more 
gf coor ir pling «Tre, ym wholſome, more uſefull and beneficial to us; no- 
in 2 Cor. Ora. 2%. 2 2 7” thing is more needfull, or conducible to the health 
of our ſoul, and to our rtal happineſs, than it: It 
* Plal. 119. 1s the ſchool of wiſedom, wherein our minds are diſciplin'd and impro- 
Ts ved in the knowledge of the beſt things, whence it is termed Taz, 
Keno that is, inſtruftive chaſtiſement ; * ſo David found it; 7t 5, faid he, 
aw wes pood for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn thy. patutes ; 


mul \uvous)as i 9 5 ] ; 
Heb. 5.8. and, our Lord himſelf, az ap wv nx, He learned obedience from 


what he (uffered. It is the Academy wherein 
Miraris tu, ſi Deus, ille bonorum a- - /e Y 4 it. £; = | herein YEFLYE 
mantiſſimus qui illos quam optimos eſſe at- 15 ACqQUIrea anda EXercued 5 10 God meant tt to his 
que excellentiſſimos vult, fortunam ills cum people ; The Lord 7 hy God ( faith Moſes ) led thee 


ry OW E700 = 3 phe forty years in the wilderneſs, that he might hums- 
ble thee, and prove thee. So the Wiſe-mas faith, 
Eccleſ... 7. 3- that by the ſadneſs of the countenance the heart is made better; and, that 
gr ſeripes o cleanſe the inward parts of the belly. And, 1t yieldeth ( faith 
Jam. 1. 3- the Apoſtle) the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs to them that are exerciſed 


ROM. g. 3» | there y. 


It is 


I He 


Serm. VII. os _ Of Contentment. | 79 


It is the furnace of the Soul wherein it is tried, cleanſed and refined 
from the droſs of vajn conceits, of perverſe hu- x 23. io. (Pal. 66; 16.) 
mours, of vitious diſtempers : When (faith Fob ) Keel + 5. SUP. 3+ 5. 
he hath tried me, I ſhall come forth as gold + and, (I 1: 25: 48 1% M3: 2y- 
Gold ( faith the Wiſe-man) i tried in the fire, and * Hence wnegouis (trial) js the uſual 
acceptable men in the furnace of * adverſity. word Tgnltying It. x Pet. 2. 6, O's 
. Tr is the method whereby God reclaimeth ſturdy Sinners to goodnels, 
engapeth them to ſeek and ſerve himſelf; fo of the ſraelites the Pro- Ia. 26. 16. 
phet ſaith, Lord, in trouble have they wiſited thee, they poured out a 37.'% 
prayer when thy chaſtning was upon them ; ſo Manaſſes, when he was in af- Plal. 28. - 
flittion he beſought the Lord his God, and humbled himſelf greatly before 191-4 Oe: 
the God of his Fathers ; fo Nebuchadnezzar, after being driven from his OE ay. 
Kingdom, his anderſtanding returned unto him, and he bleſſed the moſt 12: 
high, and praiſed and honoured him that liveth for ever. So David him- pj, TOs: 
ſelf, "a; faid he, 7 was afflifled I went aftray, but now have 1 kept 
thy word. . 

I is that whereby God doth prepare men, and **71 5 3 mor bnfimos, way 3U- 
doth entitle them to the bleſſed rewards hereafter : mas 3, v Tproue 470K ways 70 ni 
Our light affliftion (ſaith * St. Paul) which is but for ne py —_ ons 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and mw 9 Sb 1eCegipes vp26te'), We. Chryl. 
eternal weight of glory ; and, Te ( faith St. Peter) 79m: Ng 
greatly rejoice, though now for a ſeaſon, if need be, yi. bo. I; Jas Iyer n666 
Je are in heavineſs through manifold temptations ; & Oc _ 
that the trial of your faith being much more pretious © OOF 
than of gold that periſheth, though it be tried with fire, may be found unto 
praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt. Such is 
the nature, ſuch the uſe, ſuch the fruits of adverſity. 
| It is indeed ſcarce poſlible, that without taſting fell Eo 
it ſomewhat deeply , any man ſhould become in .,cy;, .jynf, nm haut enim ilh |. ex- 
good meaſure either wiſe or good. He muſt be pcriri. Sep. de Provid. 3. 
very ignorant of himſelf (of his own temper and ,, 2” #7 abun idhum illeſa felicitas 
inclinations, of the ſtrength and forces of his rea- 
ſon) who hath not met with ſome rubs and croſſes to try himſelf and 
chem with : the greater part of things he muſt little nnderſtand, who 
hath not experienced the worſt part : he cannot skill to wield and go- 
vern his paſſions, who never had them ſtirred up, and toſſed about by 
croſs accidents : he can be no good Pilot in matters of humane life, who 
hath not for ſome time failed in a rough Sea, in foul weather, among 
fands and ſhelves : he could have no good opportunity of employin 

| on re D © Song 4 he? bay 
thoroughly, or improving his wit, his courage, his Rp 
induſtry, who hath had no ſtraits to extricate him- 609 i 0 cajer mem cog 
ſelf from, no difficulties to ſurmount, no hardſhips pparet virtas, arguitirque mals, 
to ſuſtain : The vertues of humility, of patience, of SF 
contentedneſs neceſſarily muſt be unknown to him, to whom no diſ- 
graces, no wants, no ſore pains have arrived, by well enduring which, 
thoſe vertues are learnt, and planted in the Soul: Scarce can he become 
very charitable, or compaſſionate to others, who never himſelf hath Yn 41: 
felr the ſmart of affliftion, or inconveniences of any diſtreſs ; for even, jim a: 
as the Apoſtle teacheth us, our Saviour himſelf was obliged to ſuffer 775- c. An. 2. 
_ bulation, that he thence might become merciful, and diſpoſed to ſuccour porter 4 ag 
the afflitted. (No wonder, if he that liveth in continual proſperity, be TS 5. 
a Nabal, churliſh and diſcourteous, inſenſible of other mens grievances :) * 3 
And 


” 
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Cim moleſtie in hujus vite fragilitate 
crebreſcunt , eternam requiem nos def1de- 
rare compellunt. Mundus quippe iſte peri- 


culoſjor eft blandus, quam moleſting , 


magis cavendus quum ſe illicit diligt, , 


; cum admonet , cogitque 


cont emnt. 
ug. Ep. 144- | 


And how can he expreſs much piety or love to God, 
who is not- ( in ſubmuſſion to God's will, and for 
his fake) put to ſuffer-any thing grievous, or want 
any thing deſirable 2 When can he employ any 
great faith or hope in God, who never hath any vi- 
{ible need of ſuccour, or relief from him, who-hath 


other preſent aids to confide in > How can he purely delight in God, 
and place his ſole felicity in him? How can he thoroughly reliſh ſpiri- 
tual things, whoſe affections are taken up by an attluence of other goods, 
whoſe appetites are glutted with enjoyment of other delights > What 


Ardua nam res eſt opibus non tradere 
mores. Mart. 

Munera ifta fortune putatis £ inſuale 
ſunt. Sen. Ep. 8. 
\. Viſcata beneficia. Ib. 


but deprivation of theſe things can lay open the.ya- 
nity, the deceitfulneſs and flipperineſs of them 2 
What but croſſes and diſappointments here can 
withdraw our minds from a fond admiration, and 
eager affe&ion toward this World? What but the 


want of theſe joys and fatisfaQtions, can drive us to ſeek our felicity 


Mart. 13. 22. Otherwhere ? when the deceit of riches poſleſſeth us, How can we 
Tim. 6. 9. judge right of things ? when cares about them diſtract us, How can we 
Luk. 10. 41- think about any thing that is good 2 when their ſnares entangle us, and 
Deut. 32.15. their. clogs encumber us, How can we be free and expedite in doing 
Prov. 1- 32 500d ? When abundance fatneth our hearts, and eaſe ſottneth our ſpirits, 
Fg 2. 6: and ſucceſs puffeth up our minds; when pride, ſenſuality, ftupidiry and 


Pal. ZOs 6. floth ( 
Jer. 22. 21. 


AMOS 6. 1, 


Gratulari & gaudere nos decet digna- 
trone dtving caſtigationis— O ſervum tluin 
beatum, cujus emendationi Dominus inſtat ; 
rut dignatur traſci, quem admonendi diſſi- 
mulatzone non decipit. Tert. de Pat. 11. 

'O 41/ TarowV xav wii x0) afn, 3 TV 
Tov bir aYMdneG-, Wc. Chryloſt. 

«1d'fe 5e 


the almoſt inſeparable adherents to large and proſperous Eſtates) 
do contifually inſinuate themſelves into us, What wiſedom, what vertue 


gc. are we like to have ? 


Seeing then adverſity is ſo wholſome and uſefull, 
the remedy of ſo great miſchiefs, the cauſe of fo 
great benefits to us, Why ſhould we be diſpleaſed* 
therewith 2 to be diſpleaſed with it, is to be dif- 
pleaſed with that which is moſt needfull, or moſt 
convenient for us, to be diſpleaſed with the health 
and welfare of our Souls ; that we are reſcued from 


errours and vices, With all their black train of miſeries and miſchiefs ; 


to be diſpleaſed that we are not detained under the reign of folly and 
wickedneſs, that we are not inevitably made fools and beaſts. To be 


"H reourmoy larpeiav, i vmauropry 
Wurana. Simpl. + 

Krerry cunmeidg dy AMveTe your 
emiogO. Naz. Ep. 66. | 


diſguſted with Providence for afflition or poverty, 
is no other than as if we ſhould be angry with our 
Phyſician for adminiſtring a Purge, or for preſcri- 
bing abſtinerice to us; as if we ſhould fret at our 


Chirurgeon for ſearching our wounds, or applying needfull corroſives ; 


as if we ſhould com 


Jude 23. 
Beneficia multa triſtem Cy aſperam 
frontem habent , quemadmodum urere , (5 
ſecare, ut ſanes. Settv de Benef. 5. 20. 


Horrorem operis frutus excuſat, Tert, 
Scorp. 5» 


Luke 6.24. 
I, "C1 

Ler our condition be what ic will , 
we are the lame. Ir doth not change 


Jam. 5. 1. Amos 6. 


plain of the hand which draweth us from a preci- 
pice, or pulleth us out of the fire. Many benefits 
(faith Seneca) have a ſad and rough countenance, as 
to burn and cut in order to healing : Such a benefit 
of God is adverſity to us; and as ſuch with a glad- 
ſome and thankfull mind ſhould we receive i. 

If with a diligent obſervation we conſult expe- 
rience, we ſhall find, that as many have great cauſe 
to bewai], that they have been rich, that they have 
been blinded and corrupted with proſperity, that 
they have received their conſolation here ; ſo many 
have great reaſon to be glad, that they have been 


Poor, 


—_ 
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ad. 


r, that they have been diſappointed, that they us in our intrinfick worth, or Nate. I 
ve taſted the bitter cup ; it having inſtrufted and 3% 2 garment abour us, or as wea- 
correted them ; it having gendred them faber-and + x1 rien 
conſiderate ; \induſtrious and frugal, mindfall of '; *#ve ferar magni an parvi, ferar un 
God, and devout toward him : And what we may ES ON $0 
rejoice in, when paſt, Why ſhould we not beat contentedly when 
preſent: Why ſhould not .the expeQtation of ſuch good fruits fatil- 

e us? | 

Why ſhould not ſucha condition, being ſo plainly better in it ſelf, ſeem 
alſo better unto us? ' we cannot, if we are reaſonable, but approve it in 


our judgment ; Why then are we not fully reconciled unto it in our af- 
fection ? 


Contentment. 


tat. 


PHIL. IV. an. 


I have learned in whatſoever flate, G&c. 


or bad, joytfull or unpleaſant, we may yet conſider, that it can- 

not be deſperate, it may not be laſting ; for there is not any ne- 

ceſſary connexion between the preſent and the future; wherefore, as the 

preſent being momentany and tranſient, can little trouble us, ſo the fu- 

ture being unknown, and uncertain, ſhould not diſmay us. As no man 

reaſonably can be elevated with confidence in a_good ſtate, preſuming 

Prov. 27. 1. ON its duration, ( Boaſt not 7 ſelf bj to whips for thou _ not 

EL what a da ring forth ; ) 10 no man ſhould be 

Momo ogtrargn®. yang aut ſubffar dejected ned S/ in ſuſpicion that it will a- 

aut definat , ait In atienum caput trat= hide long ; ſeeing neither (conſidering the frequent 

das viciffitutes that occur, and the flux nature of all 

things here) is each of them in it ſelf, ſtable; and the continuance of 

each abſolutely dependeth on God's arbitrary diſpoſal; and as God often 

doth overturn proſperity , to humane judgment moſt firmly grounded , 

ſo he molt eaſily can redreſs the to appearance moſt forelorn adverſity ; 

a ik. and he, being eſpecially the helper of the helpleſs, 

Job 12. ar; Pla 107. 0. doth frequently JRun it : As he poureth contempt 

Iſa. 25. 5 Job $- 1. upon Princes, and wgakeneth the ſirength of the migh- 

3s a0: ah ty; ſo he raiſeth the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth 

Plal. 113 7+ 107. 41 the needy out of the dunghill : He caſteth down the 

mighty from their ſeat, and exalteth the humble and 

meek : He ſendeth the rich empty away, and fileth the hungry with good 

Job 5. 18. things. He maketh ſore, and bindeth up, he woundeth, and his hands make 
1 Sa. 2+ 7s whole. = 


G. B: T farther ; Let our ſtate be, as to quality, what it will, good 


Conti. 
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Conſidering therefore the reaſon of things, and qu wo... 
the nature of God, if our ſtate be at ok bad or da ot et ls Tow 
ſorrowfull, we have more reaſon to hope for its 3- 7” > +7; "x7 upataa llama 
mendment, than to fear its continuance. Ifindeed "$,erax eſs ins Kendie, 
things went on in a fatal track, merely according  4lteram ſortem ben? preparatum pep. 
to a blind and heedleſs chance, "or a ſtiff and unalte- 97 £9 #32: 
rable neceſſity ; if there were no remedy from God's Providence, or ſup- 
port by his grace to be expected (although even then there would be 
no reaſon to grieve, or complain ; grief would be utireaſonable becauſe 
unprofitable, complaint would be vain, becauſe fortune and fate are 
deaf) Yet our infirmity might ſomewhat excuſe that idle proceeding ; 
| but ſince not a Sparrow falleth to the ground, not a hair of our head pe- Mart. to. 29, 
riſheth ; nothing at all paſſeth otherwiſe, than by the voluntary diſpo- {7s 
fition of a moſt wiſe and gratious God; ſince he doth always ſtrictly 
view, and is very ſenſible of our griets ; yea doth in a manner ſympa- 
thize with them (according to thoſe pathetical expreſſions in the Pro- 
phets; His bowels ſound; and are troubled, his heart is turned within Hol. 11. 8. 
him; In all their affliftions he was afflifted.) Since he farther hath by JE ns 
promiſe obliged himſelf to care for ws, to ſupport, and fuccour us; we Luc12.29,31- 
have all reaſon to hope, yea firmly to believe (if at leaſt we can find in He: 73: ot 
our hearts to hope, and to believe) that we ſhall, as ſoon as it is good Phil. 4. 6: 
and expedient for us, find relief and eaſe ; we ſhall have that Jygugo foie Pet: 5 7: 
Yeizy, that ſeaſonable ſuccour, of which the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaketh. ,. ” 

Hope lieth at the bottom of the worſt condition that can be; 7he rs 
poor ( faith Job's friend) hath hope ; and the rich can have no more; the ms ” 
future being equally cloſe to both ; the one can have no greater aſſu- 
rance to keep what he hath, than the other hath to get what he need- 
eth ; yea clearly the poor hath the advantage in the caſe ; for God hath 
more declared, that he will relieve the poor man's want, than that he 
will preſerve the rich man's ſtore : If then we have in every condition a 
hope preſent to us, Why do we grieve as thoſe who have no hope ? ha- 1Theſ.4.13; 
ving ever ready the beſt anchor that can be to reſt upon ( for in this roll. © "5: 
ing ſea of humane affairs, there is no firmer anchor than hope) Why to 
we let our minds be toſſed with diſcontenttull folicitudes and fears? Why 
do we not rather (as the 4po/tle injoineth) rejoice in hope, than grieve rom. 12. 12. 
out of deſpair? Why'do we not as the Prophet adviſeth, hope and wait Lan. z, 26. 
quietly for the ſalvation of the Lord? the ette& of ſo repoſing our ſelves 
tor the future on God's Providence would be perfect content, and peace, 

* according to that of the Prophet, Thou wilt keep him in perfett peace , la. 26. 3. 
whoſe mind is ſtayed in thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee; And that of the 
Wiſe-man, A patient man will bear for a time, and afterwards joy ſhall Ecclus 1. 23 
ſpring up unto him. | - 

The truth is, and it ſeemeth very obſervable, in order to our. purpoſe, 
that moſt diſcontent ariſeth not from the ſenſe of incumbent evil, but 
from ſuſpicion, or fear of ſomewhat to come; Although God at preſent 
diſpenſeth a competency of food and rayment, although we are in a to- 
lerable condition, and feel no extremity of want or pain, yet not de- 

{crying the way of a future proviſion for us, anſwerable to our deſires, 
we do trouble our ſelves; which demeanour impli- OG ior vote BY Gow 
eth great Ignorance, and infidelity ; We think God PI, es of win SAws vir 
obliged in kindneſs, not _onely to. beſtow upon us 974% 2 224 17 ener gy nao 
what 1s needfull in its ſeaſon, but to furniſh us with Anke ey OO 

| M 2 ſtores, 


3, Of Contentment. , Vol-IIL 
ſtores, and allow us ſecurities; we muſt have ſomewhat 1n hand, | or we 
cannot truſt him for the tuture; this is that which our Sav:onr cautio- 


C ——— 


Calamitoſis eft aninus futuri anxius, 
0 ante miſeriam miſer, Sen. Ep. 18. 


Ne ſis miſer ante temps ; cam illa que 
imminentia expaviſti, fortaſſe minquam 
wentura ſint, certe nondum vererint, UTc. 
Sen. Ep. 13+ 


Quod juvat dolori ſus occurrere 2? ſatis 
cito dolebis cum wenerit. Tbid. = 
Nuotzes incerta erunt maria, tibi fave. 
thid, 


37- 9. 9.19. manner, an | 
NO 28. ſing them out of deepeſt poverty, contempt and worldly wretchednelſs, 


Ezra 8.22, into moſt eminent degrees of wealth and proſperity : Look (faith the Zfe- 
Amos 5: 4: Erew Sage) into the ancient generations, and ſee; Who hath truſted it 


a Chron, 15. 


2 the Lord, and hath been aſhamed > Or who hath abiden in his fear, andl 

Ecclus. 2.19» hath been forſaken 2 Or who hath invoked him, and he did over-look (or 
deſpiſe him 2 ) If we look into thoſe generations, we may there find Jo- 
ſeph out of ſlavery, and out of priſon, advanced to be the chief Gover- 
nour of a moſt tlouriſhing Kingdom.; Moſes from an exile, and a va- 

Job 42. 10, fant, made the Redeemer and Commander of a populous Nation : Job 

I. 3: out of extreme poverty and diſgrace, reſtored to be in wealth and ho- 
nour twice greater than the greareſt men of the Eaft : Daniel out of ca 
tivity, and perſecution, become Preident of the greateſt Monarchy on 
earth : David raiſed out of great meanneſs to higheſt dignity, reſtored 
out of extreme ſtraits into a molt proſperous ſtate ; according to thoſe 

Pil. 11.18, Words of admrration and acknowledgment ; O what great troubles and 

69.29.18-36. adverſities haſt thou ſhewed me ; avd yet didſt thou turn and refreſh me, 
yea and broughteſt me from the dep of the earth again : Thou haſt brought 
me to great honour, and comforted me on every fide : Thus hath God 
eminently done with divers, thus we may be aſſured that he will doe 
competently with us, it with the like faith and patience, we do, as 
they did, rely and wait upon him. : 

- 6. But farther, imagine or tuppoſe, that our condition (fo irkſome 
to us at preſent) will certainly hold on to the utmoſt ; yet conſider al- 
fo, that it ſoon will ceaſe, and change of it ſelf; ſince we are mor- 
tal, our evils cannot be perpetual, we cannot long be infeſted with 
them. 

As it may debaſe, and embitter all the proſperity in the world, to 
conſider , that it is very fading and ſhort-lived, that its ſplendour is 
en but 
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but a blaze, its pleafure but a flaſh, its joy but as ,,,, 
the crackling of thorns;, ſo it ſhould abate, and ſwee- (pal, 29. 14.) TI had fainted, if 1 
ten any adverſity, to remember, that it is paſſing #« m# felirved 5h ;tbe goodneſs of rhe 
away, and ſuddenly will be gone. Put, I fay, the OOO TT Oe: 

worſt caſe that can be, that it were certainly determined, and we did 

as certainly know it, that thoſe things which cauſe our diſpleaſure, 

ſhould continue through our whole life ; yet fince our life it ſelf will 

ſoon be ſpun out, and with it-all our worldly evils will vaniſh, Why 

are we troubled? What is faid of our ſelves muſt in conſequence be true- 


Iy oppins to them ; They flee like a ſhadow, and continue not ; they are ; Chron. 29: 
$ 


—— —— 


winds Jaſſing and coming not again ; they are vapours appearing for a lit- 15 
tle time, and then vaniſhing away ; they wither like graſs, and fade awa Pla. 76. 39. 
, g away; Cy g7ajs, ay Jam. 4. 14. 


as a leaf; they may die before us, they cannot out-live us ; our lifei1s Pal. go. 5. 
but 2 hand breadth; And can then our evils have any vaſt bulk? Oar 754540: 
age is as nothing, And can any crofles therein be then any great matter ? Pl. 39. 5. 
How can any thing ſo very ſhort be very intolerable 2 It is but cAyov rater 
zen AumgYrre, being, ( as St. Peter ſpeaketh) a little while yet ag- detent tia 
grieved; it is but puxegy cov 079, a ſmall quantity whatever it be of Magna. Cis. 
time, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſaith, that we need patience ; it 15 [pe.1. 5. 
but 70 7negurixa rape gy 8 YAhews, an affliftion for a preſent moment ; Heb. 10.26; 
and therefore, as St. Paul intimateth, light and inconſiderable that we /T.. . 4, 
are to undergo. We have but a very narrow ſtrait of time to paſs over, 
but we ſhall land on the firm, and vaſt continent of eternity ; when we 
ſhall be freed from all the troubleſome agitations, from all the perillous 
ſtorms, from all the nauſeous qualms of this navigation ; death (which 
may be very near, which cannot be far off) is a ſure haven from all 
the tempeſts of life, a fafe refuge from all the perſecutions of the world, 
an'infallible medicine of all the diſeaſes of our mind, and of our ſtate: 
it will enlarge us from all reſtraints, it will diſcharge all our debts, it 
will eaſe us trom all our toils, it will ftifle all our cares, it will veil all our 
difgraces ; it will {till all our complaints, and bury all our diſquiets ; it 
will wipe all tears from our eyes, and baniſh all forrow from our hearts: 
it perfeAtly will fevell all conditions, ſetting the »7,,, 
high and low, the rich and poor, the wiſe and ig- 10. OS ng 
norant all together upon even | San ; ſmothering 14% bor young. Phocyl. 
all the pomp and glories, ſwallowing all the wealth and treaſures of the 
world. 
It is 6 fr bal holding out a while, and all HG 4 FR 
our moleſtation, of its own accord, will expire: _ © P XOI 1ACuIT, tors 
time certainly will cure us; but it is better ot we xaos Os O06 0 OG. 
ſhould owe that benefit to reaſon, and let it preſently comfort us: Tr is 
better by rational conſideration, to work content in our ſelves, uſin 
the brevity and frailty of our life as an argument to ſuſtain us in our ad- 
verſity, than onely to find the end thereof as a natural and neceſſary 
means of evaſion from it. | 
Serious reflexion upon our mortality, is indeed, upon many ac- 
compts, a powerfull antidote againſt diſcontent ; being apt to extirpate 
the moſt radical cauſes thereof, ; 
Is it becauſe we much admire theſe worldly things, that we fo much 
grieve for the want of them? this will quell that admiration ; For how 
can we admire them, if we conſider, how in regard to us they are fo ve- 
ry tranſitory, and evanid? How can we deem them much worth the has 
ving, 
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_ has hadith. A 


. Vol. III. 
ving, when we can, for {o little time, enjoy them, muſt ſo very ſoon 


quite part from them ? — 32. 
How can we dote on the world, ſeeing The world (as St. John faith) 


x Tor, 9. a paſſeth away, and.the defire thereof? 


a. 


er re 


x Joh. 2. 27. 


Eecl. 1.3, 


i Pet. 2.24. How can we value any worldly glory, fince 41] the glory of men is 


( as Saint Peter telleth us) as the flower of the graſs ; lince, as the 
_— 7 Pſalmiſt faith) Man in honour abideth not, but is like the beaſts that pes 
82. 6. 


riſh ? : | 
Prov. 27.24 How can we ſet our heart on riches conſidering that Riches are not for 
T1. 4+ ever, nor can (as the Wiſe-man ſaith ) delrver from death ; that, as St. 


Jam. 1.11. Fames admoniſheth, The rich man fadeth in his ways ; that it may be ſaid 

Heb, 11.25, to any rich man, as it was to him in the Goſpe/ ; Thou fool, this night 

thy life ſhall be required of thee, and what thou haſt prepared to whom ſhall 

it fall > How can we fanſie pleaſure, ſeeing it is but megozaig@. dnb- 

x Cor.15- 32- Ads, a very temporary fruition; ſeeing however we do eat, Or drink, 
or p/ay, it followeth, the morrow we ſhall die ? 2 

_ How can weeven admire any ſecular wiſedom, and knowledge, ſee- 

Pal.ys.4 ing that it is (as the Pſalmiſt telleth us) true of every man, that hjs 

breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth, in that very day his thoughts 

Plal. 45. 10. periſh; particularly it is ſeen that Wiſe-men die, no otherwiſe than as the 

cen 919. fooliſh, and brutiſh perſon periſheth; that, as Salomon with regret obſer- 

hs ved, There is nowork, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſedem in the grave 

whither we are going. | 

Do we admire the condition of thoſe, who, upon the ſtage, do ap- 
pear 1n the ſtate of Kings, do att the part of wealthy men, do talk 
gravely and wiſely like Judges or Philoſophers for an hour or two 2 
If we do not admire thoſe ſhadows and mockeries of ſtate, Why 
do we admire any, appearances upon this theatre of the world , 
which are ſcarce a.whit leſs deceitfull, or more durable than they ? 

Is it an envious or diſdainfull regret at the advantages of others before 
us (of others perhaps that are unworthy and unfit, or that are, as we 
conceit, no more worthy and capable than our ſelves) that gnaweth our 
heart? - is it, that ſuch perſons are more wealthy, more honourable, in 
greater favour or repute, than we, that vexeth us? the conſideration 
how little time-thoſe ſlender preeminences will laſt, may (if better re- 
medies want due efficacy) ſerve toward rooting out that diſeaſe ; the P/a/- 

Pra. 37-1,2- iſt doth ſeveral times preſcribe it ; Fre? not thy ſelf (faith he) againſt 
evil doers, neither be thou envious againſt the workers of iniquity, for they 
Shall ſoon be cut down like the graſs, and wither as the green herb; and, a- 


Pal. 49. 17 gain, Be not affraid when one is made rich, and when the glory of his houſe 


is encreaſed; for when he dieth he ſhall carry nothing away, his glory ſhall 
not deſcend after him : and he being fallen into this ſcurvy diſtemper, 
Pial. 73-3 did follow his own preſcription, 7 was, faith he, envious at the fooliſh, 
17. when 1 ſaw the proſperity of the wicked-—-untiÞ) I went int#the ſantlua* 
ry of God, then underſtood I their end ; ſurely thou didſt ſet them in Slips 
pery places Eiow are they brought into deſolation as in a moment 2 So 
Prov. 23-17, likewiſe doth So/omoy preſcribe : Let not (faith he) thine heart envy ſon- 
w ners; Why not 2 becauſe ſurely there is an end, and thine expedtation [hal 
not be cat off : there will be a cloſe of his undeſerved proſperity, and a 
good ſucceſs to thy well-grounded hope. So whatever doth breed diſ- 
content, the retlexion upon our mortal and frail ſtate will be apt to. re- 
move 1t. 


Z It was 
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It was that which comforted Fob, and fortified his patience under fo 
grievous preſſures; AJ the days of my appointed time (aid he) 7 will job yrs. 
wait till my change come : He would not be weary while he lived bf, his 
afflictions, becauſe the days of man are few, and full of trouble: If they Gen. gj. g. 
are ful of trouble, and that be a ſadning conſideration ; yet they are few, 
and that maketh amends, that 1s comfortable. = __ > 

7. I add, that it is ſomewhat conſolatory to conſider, that the worſe 
our condition is here, the better we may hope our future ſtate will be ; 
the more trouble and ſorrow we endure, the leſs of worldly fatisfaction 
we enjoy here, the leſs puniſhment we have to fear, rhe more comfort 
we may hope to find hereafter ; for as it is a wofull thing to have 
received our portzon, to have enjoyed our conſolation in this life , 1o- tis a 
happy thing to have undergone our pain here. A Purgatory under + 
ground is probably a fable ; but a-purgatory upon earth hath good foun- 
dations; God is wont ſo to order it, that all men, that eſpecially good 
men, ſhall undergo it: for, What Son 7s there whom the Father doth not web. v2. 7. 
chaſten > All that will live godly in Chriſt Feſus, muſt ſuffer perſecution. 2 Tim. 3. 12, 

8. A like conſolation it 1s to conſider, that wealth and proſperity are 
oreat talents, for the improvement of which we muſt render a {tri& 
accomprt, ſo that to whom much is given, from him much ſhall be required ; 

ſo that they are in effe&, a burthen ; from which poverty includes an ex- 
_ emption ; for the Jeſs we have, the leſs we have to doe, the leſs we are 
reſponſible for ; our burthen is ſmaller, our accompt will be more caſte. 

9. I ſhall in reference to our condition, and the nature of thoſe 
things which cauſe our diſcontent, but propoſe one conſideration more, 
or ask one queſtion ; What is it that we da want, x, ; ,.:, bplid drfoamd; 
or wait for? Is it any good we want, which by our as g #\b107, Ein, Roa y31[©- os 
care and induſtry we can procure; Is it any evil that «4% vie, mis bypany mis favit 
affliteth us, which by the like means we can e- gg 
vade? if it be ſo, Why then do we not vigorouſly apply our ſelves to 

the buſineſs ; Why do we not, inſtead of idle vex-  ___q,L,; 8 wt” boards 
ation, and ineffectual complaints, uſe the means 'Exx 3 agive, 149 Soy Jy. Aur, 
offered for our relief? Do we like and love trouble? <= 

let us then be content to bear it; let us hug it and keep it cloſe; if 

not, let us employ the forces afforded us by nature, and by occaſion, to 

repell and remove it. 

But if we grieve and moan, becauſe we cannot obtain ſome good a- 
bove our reach, or not decline ſome unavoidable evil, what doe we there- 
by but palpably expreſs our folly, and wilfully heighten our woe ; ad- 
ding voluntary diſpleaſure to the heap of neceſſary want or pain; im- 
preſſing more deeply on our ſelves the ſenſe of them? 
in ſuch acaſe patience is inſtead of a remedy,. which, 
though it do not-thoroughly cure the malady, yet 

it ſomewhat alleviateth it, preventing. many. bad 
ſymptomes, and aſlwaging the paroxyſms thereof. 
What booteth.it to winſe and kick againſt qur fortune? to doe fo will in-,- . 
flame us, and make us foam; but will not-relieve. or eaſe us: if wecan- Re, 
not get out of the net, or the cage, to flutter and flounce will doe no- 9-76, 4 
thing bur batter and bruiſe us. | OO ponponÞ, 
Hef one 00 OT L tas vn MN peer ee; vo Y 
Ot 5 T9 mo SrhwNivles vv i nupdtiivent Txogueptiuer, dyiages 53 Bron), x; Tg guren ov boy + 


$444bra. Theod. Zþ. 15. 
But 


cc — 


—— Levis fit patientid 
Nuicquid corrigere eft nefas. Hor. 


' Animus quis optimum eft arumne con- 
dimentum. Plaut. Rud. © 
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But farther, to allay our diſcontents, Iet us conſider the world, andge- 
neral ſtate of men here. 

x. Look fr/# upon the world, as it 1s commonly managed and orde- 
red by men: thou perhaps art diſpleaſed, that thou doſt not proſper. and 
thrive therein, that thou doſt not ſhare in the'goods of it; that its ac- 
commodations and preferments are all ſnapt from thee ; that thy preten- 
ces are not fatisfied, and thy deſigns fail; this thou doſt take to be fome- 
what hard, and unequal ; and therefore art grieved. But if thou art 
wife, thou ſhouldſt not wonder ; if thou art good, thou ſhouldſt not be 
vexed hereat: for thou haſt not, perhaps, any capacity for this world ; 
thy temper and diſpoſition are not framed to ſute with its way; thy 
principles and rakes do claſh with it, thy reſolutions and deſigns do not 
well comport with proſperity here ; thou canſt not, or wilt not uſe the 
means needfull to compaſs worldly ends : Thou perhaps haſt a meek, 
quiet, modeſt, ſincere, ſteady diſpoſition ; «thou canſt not be pragmati- 
cal, and boiſterous, eager and fierce, importunately troubleſome, 1nto- 
lerably confident, unaccomptably verſatike, and various: . Thou haſt cer- 
tain pedantick' notions about right and wrong, certain Romantick fan- 
cies about another world (unlike to this) which thou doſt ſtiffly adhere 
to, and which have an intluence upon thy ations: thou haſt a ſquea- 
miſh conſcience, which cannot reliſh this, cannot digeſt that advanta- 
geous courſe of proceeding ; a ſcrupulous humour, that hampereth thee, 
and curbeth thee from attempting many things which would ſerve thy 
purpoſe ; thou haſt a ſpice of ſilly generoſity, which maketh divers pro- 
fitable ways of acting (ſuch as forging and feigning, ſupplanting others 
by detra&ion and calumny, ſoothing and flattering people) to be below 
thee, and unworthy of thee; Thou thinkeft thy ſelf obliged, and art 
peremptorily reſolved to obſerve fri rules of juſtice, of humanity, of 
charity, to ſpeak as thou meaneſt, 'to doe 'as thou wouldeſt be done to, 
to wrong rio man any=-wile, to conſider and tender the caſe of other men 
as thine own : Thy deſigns are honeſt and moderate, conducible to (or 
at leaſt conſiſtent with) the piiblick good, injurious, or hurtfull to no 
man ; Thou carrieſt on thy deſigns by tair ways, by a modeſt care, and 
harmleſs diligence ; nor canſt be-drawn to uſe any other, how ſeeming- 
ly needfull foever, which do favour of fraud, violence, any fort of 
wrong or baſeneſs: Thou haſt an honeſt pride and haughtineſs of mind, 
which will not let thee condeſcend to ufe thoſe ſly tricks, crooked ways 
and ſhifts, which commonly are the compendious and moſt effeual 
ways of accompliſhing deſighs-here: Thou art, in fine (like Helvidius 
Priſcas) in. thy dealings and proceedings, pervicax rei, wiltully and pee- 


viſhly hoxeſt: Such an one perhaps thou art, and ſuch is thy way; And 


can{t thou hope to be any body, or get any thing here? Shall ſuch a 
ſuperſtitious fop, ſuch a conſttentious ſimpleton, fuch a baſhtull ſneakſ- 
by, ſo' phantaſtick a philoſopher pretend to any 


"9s aaluky 74.5, 47:8 Y thing here? No, thou art here piſcs #2 arido, quite 


Arior. Nas —q 7 gs OR oy out of thy element; this world is not for zhee to 


© thrive in. - 


This world is for worldings to poſſeſs, and enjoy : /t was ( fay the 
Rabbins) made for the preſumptuous ; and although God did not altoge- 
ther deſign it for them, yet men have almoſt made it ſo: They are beſt 
qualified to thrive in it, who can luſtily buſtle, and ſcramble ; wo Fan 
TOM ' fiercely 
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fiercely ſwagger and hutff; who can tawn; who can wind and wriggle 
like a Serpent; who can finely cog and gloze; who 1,1 {nm fath ef, rravur, 
can neatly ſhuffle and juggle; who canthrewdly 0- caldu bonas f modeftos /anteibat. Tac. 
ver-reach and undermine others; thoſe ſlippery wily *#* * 
artiſts, who can veere any Whither with any wind ; thoſe men of im- 
pregnable confidence, who can infiſt upon any pretences ; who can be 
indefatigably and irreſiſtibly urgent, nor will be repulſed or baffled by 
any means; thoſe who have a temper ſo laxe and ſupple, that they 
can bend' it to any compliance advantageous to them; who have 
a ſpirit ſo limber, that they can ſtretch it any whither ; who have 
tace enough, and conſcience little enough to doe any thing ; who 
have no certain principles, but ſuch as will fort with .. | 
| their intereſts: no rules but ſuch Lesbiay and leaden E ex om pn 2 ale i oyndiows] Gr aunt 
ones, that eaſily may be accommodated to their 14,0; 5n nu ur Fl. 1 oo "nj 
purpoſes : whoſe deſigns all tend to their own pri- | | 
vate advantage, without any regard'to- the publick, or to the good of 
others; who can uſe any. means conducible ro ſuch deſigns, bogling at 
nothing which ſerveth their purpoſe; not caring what they ſay, be it 
true or falſe; what they doe, be it right or wrong, fo it ſeem profitable : 
this is called wiſedom, prudence, dexterity, ability, knowledge of men, 
and of the world, and I know not what beſide ; 1n the Scripture, the 
wiſedom of the world, and of the fleſh, craft, guile, deceit, wwowua, Cc. 
For ſuch perſons it is to flouriſh in this world ; Behold, theſe (faith the pal. 13. 12. 
F ' Phſalmiſt)) are the angodly, who proſper in the world ; and who encreaſe in 5 7: 
riches ; They are not in trouble as other men, neither are they plagued like 
other men; Their eyes ſtand out with fatneſs, they have more. than heart 
could wiſh: They it is who love the World, who ſeek it, who ſtudy and x Joh. 2. 16. 
labour for it, ' who ſpend all their time, and employ all their care about 
it ; And is it not fitthey ſhould'have it? Is it not a pity they ſhould mils 
it? Is it not natural, that\they who ſow ro the fleſh, ſhould reap in the 
fleſh > Should*not they who uſe the proper means, obtain the end? 
Should not they arrive at the place, who proceed in the direct road thi- . 
ther 2 Be ROO [1 
But for thee, who canſt not find in thy heart to uſe the means, why 
doſt thou hope to compatsthe'end ; or grieve for not attaining it > Why 
doſt thou blend-and jumble'fuch inconfiſtences together, as the eager 
defires of this, 'and the hopes of another World ? It becometh not ſuch a 
lant to whine, and pule; If thou wilt be brave, be brave indeed ; 
ſingly, and thoroughly ;'be not a double-hearted mongrel; think not 
of ſatisfying thy mind, and driving on other intereſts together ; of en- 
Jjoying the conceit of being an honeft man, with the deſign of being 
rich or great man ; of arriving to the happineſs of the other World, 
and attaining proſperity in this; Wouldſt thou enjoy both theſe 2 What 
conſcience is there in that ?. Leave rather this World unto thoſe-, who 
are more fit for it, who fkeem better to deſerve it, who venture ſo much, 
and take ſuch pains for it ; do not go to rob thent of this ſlender re- 
ward ; but with content ſee them to enjoy the fruits of their labour and 
hazard : Be thou fatisfied with the conſequences of thy vertuous refolu- 
tions and proceedings ; it it be worth thy while to live innocently, mo- 
deſtly and conſcientiouſly, doe it, and be fatisfied ; 'fpoilt not thine'ex- 
peCtations by repining at the want of thoſe things, which thy circum- 
ſtances render incompatible with them ; Follow etfeftually the holy ba d 
N friarchs, 


ſt 
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triarchs, and Apoſtles, who, without regret, forſook all, and chearfully 
went thither, whither conſcience and duty called them ; if thou art not 
willing to doe ſo, Why doſt thou pretend to the ſame principles, or hope 
for the like rewards? But leaving the conſideration of the World as man 
hath made it ; Conſider that this World is not in 
OLI 1NG Ss £13 1tS nature, or deſign, a place of perfect caſe and 
em ys. Job 7. 1- Chryſ. ad Stag. 2: convenience, of pure delight and fatisfaCtion : What 
(RES ' 1s this World but a region of tumult and trouble; a 
Theatre of vanity and diſaſters ; the Kingdom of care, of fear; of grief 
and pain ; of ſatiety, of diſappointment, of regret and repentance ? we 
Or ywe- Came not hither to doe our will, or enjoy our pleaſure ; we are not born 
iavew ag to make Laws for our ſelves, or to pick our condition here : No, this 
* Biev, fc. World is a place of baniſhment from our firſt Countrey, and the original 
Plut. ad A- felicity we were deſigned to; this life is a ſtate of travel toward another 
polo. > Petter Countrey, and feat of reſt : and well it is, in ſuch caſes, (well it is, 
I fay, for us as Exiles and Travellers) if we can find any tolerable ac- 
commodation, if we can make any hard ſhift ; It ſhould not be ſtrange 
to us, if in this our peregrination we do meet with rough paſſages, foul 
' ways, hard lodging, ſcant or courſe fare ; if we complain of ſuch things, 
we do not ſurely cqnſider where we are, whence we came, whither we 
are going ; we forget that we are the Sons of Adam, the Heirs of ſin 
and ſorrow, who have forfeited our reſt and joy upon Earth ; we con- 
ſider not, how unavoidable the effeCts are of that fatal condemnation and 
AT _ abr pop _ paid cnc ov Fas 
a Lag nadie 110d Not that the perfeQtion and purity of the bleſ- 
ahF ot poker tems 1 ba ſings we have loſt is not to be band Ws this ſide the 
m__ OE uy 0 » celeſtial Paradiſe. This World is purpoſely made 
Ne er ns ſomewhat unpleaſant to us, leſt we ſhould over- 
much delight in it, be unwilling to part with it, wiſh to ſet up our reſt 
here, and ſay, Bonum eſt eſſe hic ; It's good for us to be here. 
This life is a ſtate of probation and exerciſe, like to that (which pre- 
figured and repreſented it ) of God's People in the 
Dent. 8 2h Wilderneſs, wherein God /cadeth us through many 
\ AngiQe, aghs Bn 6.499 TH 4mz9Aer, 1: Eculties and hazards, in many wants and hard- 


Wo eetdVuv xgegt, 6 wn ty boy aids * : 
31 5 nexugutrer 6 i idyiey me ſhips, to bumble and prove us, in order to the fit- 


ror. Chryl. ad Stagir 2+ ting us for another more happy ſtate. 
Ilciggopds Gus bn danger & wi dy. No temptation therefore (or afflition) can ſeize 
Ipdm1G-. 1 Cor. 10. 3 upon us, but ſuch as is humane ; that is, ſuch as is na- 
Eccluſ. 40. 1. *Agaie £X 715%) mul tural and proper to men, 'tis the conſideration . 
&y9pany, Oc: which St. Paul uſeth to comfort and ſupport us in 
troubles; and a plainly good one it is, for ſeeing 
Job 5. 7: Man ( as Eliphaz faith) » born to trouble as the 
' ſparks fly upward; that nothing is more natural to 
Vid. Max. Tyr. difſ. 25+ þ- 244+ any thing, than trouble is to us ; it we are diſplea- 


ſed therewith, we are * Den Amnco Zoom we 

It was the doom of man to eat his are men ; it implieth that we gladly would put off 
_— nes al he days of us Be, ur nature, and ceaſe to be E:: ſelves; we Re 
that we are come to live in this World, and as well 

might we be vexed that we are not Angels ; or 

Eccl. 1, 14+ All is vanity and vexatim that we are not yet in Heaven, which 1s the onely 
ones Fo place exempt from inconveniences and troubles, 
Apoc. 21.4 .  wherealone there # no ſorrow, no clamour, no pain. 


It hath 
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\ It hath always been, and it will ever be an un® ,__ .. .._ = 
verſal compli and lamentation, that the life of _ BY vu; 5 OG), axe Cope 
man and trouble are individual companions, conti= Bi@- 3 wo iz, m@ # ipyy 
nually, and cloſely ſticking one to the other ; that ——— - 
life and miſery are but ſeveral names of the ſame frog ft ru vivere, miſt din torgueri t 
thing ; that our ſtate here is nothing elſe, but a com- * ; 
bination of various evils (made up of cares, of labours, of dangers, of difap- 
pointments, of diſcords, of diſquiets, of diſeaſes, of manifold pains and for- 
rows) that all ages, from wailing infancy to querulous decrepitneſs, and all 
conditions, from the carefull Sceptre to the painfull ſpade, are fraught with 
many great inconveniences peculiar to each of them ; that all the face of ary ws 38 
the Earth is overſpread with miſchiefs as with a general and perpetual 2% reid 
deluge ; that nothing perfe&ly ſound, nothing ſate, nothing ſtable, no- 2. 
thing ſerene is here to be found ; this with one fad voice all mankind Hcfiod- 
reſoundeth ; this our Poets are ever moanfully ſinging, this our Phzloſo- 
hers do gravely inculcate ; this the experience ot all times loudly pro- 
'claimeth ; For what are all Hiſtories but continual regiſters. of the evils 
incident to men ; what do they all deſcribe, but wars and ſlaughters, 
mutinies and ſeditions, tumults and contuſions, devaſtations and ruines ? 
What do they tell us, but of men furiouſly ſtriving together, circum- 
venting, ſpoiling, deſtroying one another 2 What do we daily hear re- 
ported, but cruel broils, bloudy battels, and tragical events ; great 
numbers of men ſlain, wounded, hurried into captivity ; Cities ſacked 
and raſed, Countries haraſſed and depopulated ; Kingdoms and Com- 
monwealths overturned 2 What do we ſee before us but, men carking, 
toiling, bickering ; ſome worn out with labour, ſome 'pining away for 
want, ſome groaning under pain ? And amidlt fo SL 
many common miſeries and misfortunes, 1n ſo ge- Lo my a 2 po igury mm 
nerally confuſed and diſmal a ſtate of things, 1s it 7gev mibi viderur rerum nature, quod 
not ridiculouſly abſurd for us, doth ft not argue in Eon fects, omen fect, ur cre- 
us a prodigious fondneſs of ſelf-love, heinouſly to re- 77pm [417 conſilarerur equalitar. Sen. 


, ; np ad Polyb. 21. 
ſent, or impatiently to bemoan our particular, and 


private croſſes > May not reaſonably that expoſtulation of Jeremy to 

cat reach us? The Lord ſaith thus, Behold, that which I have le Jer. 45. 4, 5: 
will break down ; and that which I have planted 1 will pluck up, even 

this whole land; And ſeekeſt thou great things for thy ſelf 2 ſeek them nor + 

for behold I will bring evil on all fleſh. 


* 


4-. Again, if we more cloſely and particularly ſurvey the ates of 0- 
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\. ther men (of our brethren every-where, of our neighbours all about us) 
and compare our caſe with theirs, our condition hardly can appear to us 
fo bad, but that we have many conſorts and aſlociates therein ; many 
as ill, many far worſe beſtead than our ſelves. How many of our Bre- 
thren in the World may we obſerye conflicting with extreme penury 
and diſtreſs; how many undergoing continual hard drudgeries to main- 
tain their lives ; how many ſorely pinched with hunger and cold ; how 
many tortured with grievous ſickneſs ; how many oppreſſed with debt ; 
how many ſhut up under cloſe reſtraint ; how many detained in horri- 
ble ſlavery ; how many by the waſting rage of War rifled of their goods, 
driven from their homes, diſpoſleſſed of all comfortable ſubſiſtence ? 
How many, in fine, paſling their lives in all the inconveniences of rude, 
beggarly, ſordid and favage barbariſm 2 And who of us have, in any 

meaſure, taſted of theſe, or of the like calamities? Yet are theſe Suffe- 

NL mrs, 
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rers, all of them, the ſame in nature, with us; many of them, (as rea- 

ſon, as humility, as charity do oblige us to believe) deſerve as well, di- 

vers of them much better than our ſelves: What reaſon then can we 

have to conceive our caſe fo hard, or to complain thereof? Were we 

| the onely perſons expoſed to trouble, or the fingle marks of adverſe for- 
Lam. 1.12. tune ; could we truly fay with the Prophet; Behold, if there be any ſor- 
row like my ſorrow : We might ſeem a little unhappy ; but ſince we have 

ſo much good company in our conceived woe ; fince it is fo ordinary a 

thing to be poor, and diſtreſſed ; fince our caſe is 

Nec rara videmus (as the Poet ſpeaketh) xot rare, but commonly known, 


a a caſus multis ic cognitus T ,,;te, and drawn out from the heap of lots, offered 
Tritus, Oy & medio fortune duftus acervv. to men by fortune : fince pitiful] objetts do thus en> 
aur HT We viron and encloſe us; tis plainly reaſonable, hu- 
Te nune delicic extra communis cenſes ane 20d Juſt, that we ſhould without murmuring 
Ponendum, Oc. Juv. Sat. 13. v- 140. Take, and bear our lot : For what privilege have 
we to alledge, that we rather than others ſhould be 
untouched by the grievances, to which mankind is obnox1ous 2 Whence 
may we pretend to be the ſpecial favourites, mignons, privado's and 
darlings of fortune? Why may not God well deal with us, as he doth 
with other men; what grounds have we to challenge, or to expect, that 
he ſhould be partial toward us ; why ſhould we imagine, that he muſt 
continually doe miracles in our behalf, cauſing all thoſe evils, which fall 
upon our neighbours all about, to skip over us, bedewing us, like Gdeor's 
fleece, with plenty and joy, while all the earth befide is dry ; caufing 

us, like the three childrex; to walk in this wide furnace, unſcorche 
and unſinged by the flames-encompaſling us ? Are we not men framed 
of the ſame mold ; are we'not Sinners guilty of like offences, with the 
meaneſt Peafant, the pooreſt beggar, the moſt wretched Slave (if fo; 
then a parity of fortune with any men doth become us, and may be due 
to us; then it isa perverſe and unjuſt frowardneſs to be diſpleaſed with 
eur lot; we may, if we pleaſe, pity the common ſtate of men, but we 
cannot reaſonably complain bf our own; doing ſo plainly doth argue, 
that we do unmeaſurably overprize, and overlove our felves. When 
once a great King did exceſſively, and obſtinately grieve for the death of 
his Wife, whom he tenderly loved, a Phzloſopher obſerving it, told him, 
<*'That he was ready to comfort him by reſtoring her to life, ſuppoſing 
* onely, that he would ſupply what was needfull roward the performing. 
* it; © The Xing ſaid he was ready to furniſh him with any thing ; the - 
Philoſopher anſwer'd, © That he was provided with all things neceſſary, 
* except one thing, what that was the X;#g demanded ; he replied, 7har 
if he wonld wy hs wifes Tomb inſcribe the names of three perſons, who ne- 
p ver mourned, ſhe preſently: would revive : the King, after inquiry, told 
"En 3 nya £omimile plus - the Philoſopher, That he could not find one fuch 
pull, os; uirOr anger; Op ous. man: Why then, 0 abſurdeſt of all men (faid the Phi- 
nn Ong type Rea. =ag Nas. lojopher ſmiling) art thou not aſhamed to moan as if 
Jul. Ep. 38. thou hadft alone fallen into ſo grievous a caſe ; whenat 
thou canſt not find one perſon, that ever was free from ſuch domeſtick afflic- 
tion > So might the naming one perſon, exempted from inconvenien- 
ces, like to thoſe we undergo, be fafely propofed to us as a certain cure 
+; _, Of ours; but if we find the condition impoſſible, then is the generality 
1413 ff xt, Of the caſe a ſufficient ground of content to us ; then may we, 'as the 
ewv xexiy, Wile Poet adviſeth, ſolace orr own evils by the evils of others, fo frequent 
Menand: and obvious to us. | 5. We 
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Serm. VIII 
5. We are indeed very apt to look upward toward thoſe few, who, wut ad alic- 
in ſuppoſed advantages of lite (in wealth, dignity, or reputation) do #4 reſpicient 
ſeem to tranſcend, or to precede us, grudging and repining at their for- Sl —_ 
tune ; but ſeldom do we caſt down our eyes on thoſe innumerably ma- 31: : 
ny good people, who lie beneath us in all manner CS He ws > 
of accommodations, pitying their mean, or hard 7,4, comparer, bunc atque hunc ſupe- 
condition ; like Racers we look forward, and pur- rv laboret: 
ſue thoſe who go before us, but refle& not back- © ©" carceribur, Or. Hor. Sor. 1. 
ward, or conſider thoſe who come behind us : two or three outſhining 
us in ſome ſlender piece of proſperity , doth raiſe diſſatisfa&ion in us ; 
while the dolefull ſtate of millions doth little aftect 
us with any regard or compaſſion : hence ſo gene- fre fir ut new, qui ſe vixije beaturr 
ral diſcontent ſpringeth, hence ſo few are ſatisfied rag 
with their condition ; an epidemical eye-lore mo- 8$>o_ 
leſting every man; for there is no man, of what- Beta? pra _— Pos (TO 
ſoever condition, who is not in, ſome deſirable receeris. Sen. Ep. 15. 
things outſtripped by others; none is fo. high in, ns roi. th, 
fortune, but another in wit or wiſedom, 1n health, a 
or ſtrength, or beauty, in reputation or eſteem of men may ſeem to ex- 
cell him ; he therefore looking with an ev! or envious eye on ſuch per- 
ſons, and with ſenſeleſs diſregard paſling over the reſt of men, doth ea- 
fily thereby loſe his eaſe and fatisfaction from his own Eſtate : whereas 
if we would conſider the caſe of moſt men, we ſhould ſee abundant rea- 
fon to be fatisfied with our own ; if we would a little feel the calamities 
of our neighbours, we ſhould little reſent our. own croſſes ; a kindly 
commilſeration of others more grievous diſaſters would drown the ſenſe 
of our leſſer diſappointments. | | 
If with any competent heedfulneſs we view perſons and things before 
us, we ſhall eaſily diſcern, that what abſolutely ſeemeth great and weigh- 
ty, 1s indeed comparatively very ſmall and light 5 , TE 
I | / : xg is T0 Kody Tas 
that things are not ſo unequally diſpenſed, but that awyu, 3 Ieabor nd joy cor, do- 
we have our full ſhare in good, and no more than {as av ge Airs Ts avTwy AaCOy[as 
our part in evil ; * that Socrates had reaſon to ſup- Soha pane Extremi pri- 
pole, that, if we ſhould bring into one common ſtock morum, extremis uſque priores. Hor. E- 
all our miſhaps, ſo that each ſhould receive his portion * ms No 
of them, gladly the moſt would take up their own, and go their ways ; that 
conſequently it is both iniquity, and folly in us to complain of our lot. 
6. If even we would take care diligently to compare our ſtate with 
the ſtate of thoſe, whom we are apt rmoſt to admire and envy, it would Magnz ſervi- 
aftord matter of conſolation, and content unto us. | What is the ſtate of ge 
the greateſt perſons (of the Worlds Princes and Graydees) what but a Sen. ad Po- 
ſtate encompaſſed with ſnares, and temptations numberleſs ; which >: 26- 
without extreme caution, and conſtancy, force of reaſon, and command 
of all appetites, and paſſions cannot be avoided ; ard feldom are? What 
but a ſtate of pompous trouble, and gay ſervility, of living in continual 
noiſe and ſtir, environed with crouds and throngs, :of .being ſubject to 
the urgency of buſineſs, and the tediouſneſs of ceremony ; of being a- 
buſed by perfidious ſervants, and mocked by vile flatterers; of being 
expoſed to common cenſure and obloquy, to miſrepreſentation; mifcon- 
ſtruction, and ſlander; having the eyes of all men intent upon their ac- 
tions, and as. many fevere judges as watchtull ſpetatours of them ; of 
being accomptable for many mens faults, and bearing the blame 7 all 
muiicar- 


” 


Vol. III. 
miſcarriages about rhem z of being reſponſible in conſcience , for the 
miſcarriages and miſhaps which come trom the influence of our coun- 
ſels, our examples, &c. of being peſter'd and purſu'd with pretences, 
with ſuits, with complaints, the neceflary reſult whereof is to diſpleaſe 
or provoke very many, to oblige or fatishie very few ; of being frequent- 
ly engaged in reſentments of ingratitude, of treachery, of neglects, of 
defects in duty, and breaches of truſt toward them; of being conſtrain- 
ed to comply with the humours and opinion of men ; of anxious care 
to keep, and jealous fear of loſing all ; of danger and being objefted to 
the traiterous attempts of bold male-contents, of fierce zealots and wild 
fanaticks; of wanting the moſt ſolid and ſavoury comforts of life, true 
friendſhip, free converſation, certain leafure, privacy and retiredneſs, 
for enjoying themſelves, their time, their thoughts as they think good ; 
of fatiety and being cloyed with all forts of enjoyments : In fine, of be- 
ing paid with falſe coin for all their cares and pains, receiving for them 
ſcarce any thing more, but empty ſhews of reſpect, and hollow accla- 

Es = : mations of praiſe ; (whence the P/a/mif? might well 
erſonata felicitas. Sen. Ep. 80. | : 

Plal. 62. 9. - fay, Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of 

—— adulandi rg eſt, & unum high degree a ge _ lye, tor I wm ur 
ommum amcoren oct , una contentl0 ys, appearing ſo ſpecious, yet being really ſo incon- 
a Yo STE —_—_ ca yes hr EY ) Such is the ſlate of 

Vid. optime diſſerentem. | the greateſt men ; ſuch as hath made wiſe Princes 

Vid. Cy de Clem. 1. 19. 

Et ad Polyb. 26. weary of themſelves, ready to acknowledge, that 

Antigonus. Neſeitis amici, quid mali if men knew the weight of a Crown, none would 

fit imperare, Oc. SatureInus 4pud VoPiF Luke it up;- apt to think with Pope Adrian, who 

 Hic firus eft Adrianus VI. gui nibil Jiki made this Eprtaph for himſelf ; Here lieth Adrian 

ap ot ha pe Aucnar'y \ ot es af the Sixth, who thought nothing in his life to have be- 

fallen him more unhappy, than that he ruled : Such, 

1n fine, their ſtate, as upon due conſideration we ſhould, were it offe- 

red to our choice, never embrace z ſuch indeed, as in ſober judgment, 

we cannot prefer before the moſt narrow and inferiour fortune : How 

then can we reaſonably be diſpleaſed with our condition, when we may 

DS oO even pity Emperours and Kings, when, in reality, 

ew: root We "= are as well, perhaps are much better than 
they ? ; 

7. Farther, it may induce, and engage us to be content, to conſider 

contiler whe till aids pros: what commonly hath been the lot of good men irt 

erſull, glorious men have endured; Cre- the world : we ſhall, if we ſurvey the hiſtories of 

fus, Polycrates , Pompey, &c, Sen. de all times, find the beſt men to have ſuſtained moſt 

Ira. 3 25- . » . : COD 

0 3 *Enlulor der: myie tur BFIEVOUs crofies and troubles ; ſcarce is there in ho- 
3g wore + a (An (RI TREO, Pd Scripture recorded any perſon eminent and illy- 

Cn -) ©: 5 ſtrious for goodneſs, who hath not taſted deeply 

Lamachus, Socrates, Ephialtes. of wants and diſtreſſes. 4braham, the Father of the 
Abel, Noe, Oye, Chryſe Tom. 6. þ. 197» £:::hfuft, and eſpecial friend of God, was called out 
of his countrey, and from his kindred, to wander in a ſtrange Land, and 
lodge in Tents, without any fixed habitation. Jacob ſpent a great part of 
his life in flaviſh toil, and in his old age was in reflexion upon his life 

Gen. 47. 9+ Moved to ſay, that the days of his pilgr image had been few and evil. Foſeph 

Pal. 105+ 18: was maligned and perſecuted by his Brethren, fold away for a ſlave, 

ſlandered for a moſt heinous crime, thruſt into a grievous Priſon, where 

Zilhey I his feet were hart with fetters, and his ſoul came into. iron, Moſes 
mw iWo ves forced to fly away for his life to become a vagabond in a foreign 

; place, 
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place, to feed ſheep for his livelihood ; to ſpend 

afterward the beſt of his life in conteſting with > FN oe Regulus, ran Oc. 

an obſtinately perverſe Prince, and in leading a jth” um 0s mate jarrna non 

miſtruſifull, refractary, mutinous people, for tor- | 

ty years time, through a vaſt and wild deſart. Job, what a ſtupen- vid. Chryc. 

dious heap of miſchiefs did together fall; and lie heavy upon him? (Thox ip” ap 

writeſt bitter things againſt me, he might well fay. ) David, How of- Tm.s. 0r.10. 

ten was he plunged in ſaddeſt extremity, and reduced to the hardeſt #97: 

ſhifts ; being hunted like a partridge in the wilaerneſs by-an envious Ma- IF ATe 

ſter, torced to counterfeit madneſs for his ſecurity — EO on 

among barbarous infidels ; diſpoſlefſed of his king- —_— ; Poop ge. fr per ” 

dom, and perſecuted by his own moſt favoured ſon; 15 & emuby34 x poelur yiuer)]e 

deſerted by his ſervants, reproached and ſcorned by fn ee rebing Big. Chryl. in Mart. 

his ſubje&ts? Elias was driven long to ſculk for his Ts | 

life, and to ſhift for his livelihood 1n the wilderneſs. | F!.75 Trenruas ww 5 clrguch 
R X & Hes of meevic; wwe mal 0 Indg 

Jeremy was treated as an impoſtour and a traitour, 12 3ailws. Chryſ, in 2 Cor. Or. 27. 

and caſt into a miry dungeon; finding matter from | 

his ſufferings for his dolefull lamentations, and having thence occaſion 

to exclaim, 7 am the man that have ſeen affiiftion by the rod of his wrath, Lam. 4. t. 

&c. Which of the Prophets were not perſecuted, and miſuſed? as St. Ste- AR. 7. g2. 

phen asked. The Apoſtles were pinched with all kinds of want, haraſſed 1 Cor.q.& 7. 

with all ſorts of toil, expoſed to all manner of hazards, perſecuted with 

all variety of contumelies, and pains that can be imagined : Above all, — 

our Lord himſelf beyond expreſſion was a man of ſorrow, and acquainted Py Tons: 

with-grief, ſurpaſſing all men in ſuffering as he did excell them in dig- 1a. 53. 3- 

nity, and in vertue ; extreme poverty, having not. yu. g. 20. 

fo mach as where to lay his head, was his portion; 'Ex 3» 4 ag PwiTur drome 

to undergo continual labour, and travel, without {x2 7% T407G ware wo 7 Kſ 

any mixture of carnal eaſe or pleaſure, was his 7 ouurecronb mr ar9pd my pMenden, 

ſtate; in return for the higheſt good will, and chot- #59 4301 mermaarimg dviagyls. 

ceſt benefits, to receive moſt cruel hatred, and grie- 7% #: 132 

vous injuries, to be loaded with the bittereſt reproaches, the fouleſt ſlan- 

ders, the ſoreſt pains which moſt ſpitefull malice could invent, or fier- 

ceſt rage inflict, this was his lot : 4m 7 poor? ſo may one fay, was he 

to extremity; Am TI __ of the world ? ſo was he notoriouſly ; Am 

I diſappointed, and croſſed in my deſigns? ſo was he continually, all his 

moſt painfull endeavours having ſmall effet ; Am I deſerted or betray- 

ed of friends? fo was he by thoſe who were moſt intimate, and moſt ob- 

liged to him; Am I reviled, ſlandered, miſuſed > Was not he fo beyond 


all compariſon moſt outrageouſly ? | 


'Er mois merggomols Lt Svy bt inguer, 


' Have all theſe, and many more, of whom the world was not worthy, yeb. 11. 38. 
undergone all forts of inconvenience, being deſtitute, afflifted, tormen- 
ted; And ſhall we then diſdain, or be ſorry to be found in ſuch compa- 
ny? Having ſuch a cloud of Martyrs, let us run with patience the race that Heb. 12. 1, 
is ſet before w. Is it not an honour, ſhould it not be a comfort to us, 
that we do, in condition, reſemble them 2 If God hath thus dealt with 
thoſe, who of all men have been deareſt to him, ſhall we take it ill at 
his hands, that he, in any manner, dealeth fo with us? Can we pte- 
tend,” can we hope, can we even wiſh to be uſed better, than God's firſt- 


born, and our Lord himſelf hath been? If we do, are we not mon- 
, ſtrouſly 
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firouſly fond and-arrogant ? eſpecially conlidering , that it 1s not onely 
an ordinary fortune, but the peculiar character of God's choſen, and 
children, to be often croſſed, checked, and corre&ed ; Even Pagans have 
Sen, de Pro. Obſerved it, and avowed there is great reaſon for it; God (faith Seneca) 
vid. c.2. hath a fatherly mind toward good men; and ſtrongly loveth them 


therefore after the manner of ſevere parents, he educateth them hardly, &c. 

The Apoſtle doth in expreſs terms aſſure us thereof ; for , whom ( faith 

he) the Lord loveth, he chaſtueth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he re- 

Heb. 12.6, cerveth. If ye endure chaſtning, God dealeth with you'as with ſons-—— 

us but if ye be without chaſtiſement, whereof al/ (that is, all good men, 

and genuine ſons of God) are partakers, then are ye baſtards, and not ſons. 

Would we be illegitimated, or expunged from the number of God's true 

children ; wopld we be deveſted of his ſpecial regard and good-will 2 if 

EerluC, 8. 1. Thane, of array ter Why do we not gladly embrace, and willingly 

>bvew ew, iniuany my oy of Tultain adverſity, which is by himſelf declared ſo 
els THegopbrs peculiar a badge of his children, fo conſtant a mark 

of his favour? if a good men do (as the Apoſtle afſerteth) partake there- 

of ; ſhall we, by diſpleaſure at it, ſhew, that we deſire to be aſſuredly 

none of that party, that we affect to be diſcarded from that holy and 

Joh. 16. 20. happy ſociety 2 Yerily, verily 1 ſay unto you, that ye ſhall weep and la- 
ment, but the world ſhall rejoyce. It is peculiarly the lot of Chriltians, 

Rom. 8. 29. 2s ſuch, in conformuty to their afflicted Saviour ; they are herein prede- 

1 Thefl. 3. 3. /tinated to be conformable to his image; to this they are appointed. ( Let 

Phil. 3-19. 0 man, faith St. Paul, be moved by theſe affliftions, for ye know, that we 

are appointed thereunto : ) to this they are called (if when ye doe wel, 

x Pet. 2.20, ſaith St. Peter, and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
Pn with God ; for even hereunto were ye caſted) this is propounded to them as 
2 condition to be undertaken, and undergone by them as ſuch; they are 

by profeſſion crucigeri, bearers of the croſs ; (If any one will come _Y 

ns is jun let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs and fol- 

— John 16. 33. *Ev m0 xioup Faidey low me; Everyone that will {ve godly in Chriſt Feſas, 


C5 £ TY» 

Quotam partem anguſtiarum perpeſſus 
ſum qui cruct milito, Hier. ad Aſcllam , 
Ep. 99. 

Ads 14. 22. 

Vid. Greg. Naz. Ep. 201. (ad The- 
clam. ) 


2 Timh. 2-12. Chriſt ; 10 that, if 


(Phil, 3. 10.) 

It is a privilege of Chriſtians, in 
fayour beſtowed on them ; vuir £xa- 
g& I. Phil. 1. 29. 

Our glory. Eph. 3. 13. 

"T mp/40185 Cy 679 Xeviey. Heb. I Os 36, 
_ Faith and Patience are conſorts. 
Heb. 6. 12. APOC. 13+ 10» 


muſt ſuffer perſecution) by this are they admitted 
into the ſtate of Chriſtians; (by many afflittions we 
muſt euter into the Kingdom of heaven) this doth qua- 
litie them for enjoying the glorious rewards, which 
their religion propoundeth ; ( We are coheirs with 


we ſuffer together, we ſhall alſo together be glerijied 


with him; If we endure, we ſhall alſo reign with him ; 
* And ſhall we then pretend to be Chrittians, ſhall 
we claim any benefit from thence, 1t we are unwil- 
ling to ſubmit to the Law, to attend the call, to 
comply with the terms thereof 2 Will we enjoy its 
privileges, can we hope for its rewards, if we will 
not contentedly undergoe what it requirethz Shall 


we arrive to the end it propoundeth, without going in the way it pre- 
ſcribeth, the way which our Lord himſelf doth lead us in, and himſelf 


hath trod before us ? 


In fine, ſeeing adverſity is, as hath been declared, a thing ſo naturat 
to all men, fo cotxmon to moſt men, fo incident to great men, fo pro- 
per to good men, ſo peculiar to Chriſtians, we have great reaſon to ob- 
ſerve, 
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ſerve the Apoſtles advice ; Beloved, wonder not concerning the fiery et. 4-12. 
trial, which is to try you, as if ſome ſtrange thing happened to you; © 

we ſhould not wonder at it as a ſtrange, or uncouth thing, that we are 

engaped in any trouble or inconvenience here ; we are conſequently not 

to be affected with it as a thing very grievous. 
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PHIL IV. i; 


I have learned in whatſoever ſtate I am, &c. 


1 Tim. 6. 6. Oreover conſidering the nature of this duty it ſelf, may be a 
"Eg was great inducement and aid to the practice of it. 
molten wa x. It is it ſelf a ſovereign remedy, for all poverty and all 
evrzguvicz ſufferance; removing them, or allaying all the miſchief they can doe 
Aug. deCiv, Us. It 1s well and truly faid by St. Auſtine, Intereſt non qualia, ſed qua- 
Der. 1.8: His quis patiatur ; 1t is no matter what, ba how diſpoſed a man ſuffereth : 
the chief miſchief any adverſity can doe us\s to render us diſcontent, in 
that conſiſteth all the ſting, and all the venome thereof ; which thereby 
being voided, adverſity can ſignifie nothing prejudicial, or noxious to us; 
all diſtraction, all diſtemper, all diſturbance from it is by the antidote 
of contentedneſs prevented or corrected. He that hath his deſires mo- 
derated to a temper ſutable with his condition, that hath his paſſions 
compoſed and ſettled agreeably to his circumſtances, what can make 
any grievous impreſſion on him, or render him any-wiſe miſerable 2 He 
that taketh himſelf to have enough, what doth he need? he that is well- 
pleaſed to beas he is, how can he be b@ter? what can the largeſt wealth, 
Out com betas bend amenities” On. proſperity in the world yield more, or 
eft. Sen. Ep. 2. better than ſatisfaction of mind? he that hath this 
Nemo altorum ſenſu miſer eſt, ſed ſw; rroft eſſential ingredient of felicity , is he not 
CO ideo non poſſunt cujuſquam falſo judicto = . ” 
eſſe miſeri, qui ſunt vers conſcienti3 ſus TRENCE 1N effect moſt fortunate? 15 not at leaſt his 
beati. * Nulli beatiores funt, quam qui be. Condition as good as that of the moſt proſpe- 
ſunt quod volunt, Saly, de Gubern, Dei, 1. rons? 
2. As good dol fay 2 yea is it not plainly much better, than can a« 
Os 58 nf mien m1 gents uareny 2008 riſe merely from any ſecular proſperity ? for fatisfac« 
gang AGE mnvgs Tag wes Gr tion ſpringing from rational conſideration, and ver- 
«d Olymp. Ep. 2. Vid. Þ 13: tuous diſpoſition of mind is indeed far more preti- 
Our f U dh yndiny wayuoris vis v- OUS, MOTE Noble and worthy, more ſolid and dura- 
ge Abu Joon * if 30 Gann; ble, more ſweet and delectable, than that which a« 
1a Yov, x; tl crparwy i Korwbls aw bs 
wage re Chry, ad Olymp. Ep. 16- Ny poſſeſſion, or fruition of worldly goods can afe 
ford; 


” 
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ford : The 2 apSeglo 78 next, xz! hovyic mvd_- Vid.. Epiſt. 5. & ad Olymp. Epiſt. 3: 
uelg., incorruptibility (as St. Peter ſpeaketh) of a (75: « Jolepho. Per. 3, 4. 
meek and quiet ſpirit is before God of great price; before God, that is, ac- 

cording to the moſt upright and certain judgment it is the moſt pretious 
and valuable thing in the world; There is (the Philoſopher could ſay) Ecce par Deo 
no ſpetlacle more worthy of God (or gratetull to him) than a good man gal- yard ies 
lantly combating with il/ fortune. Not to be diſcompoſed Or diſtempered fortuna com- 
in mind, not to fret or whine, when all things flow: proſperouſly and — * 
according to our mind, is no great praiſe, no ſign of wiſedom, or argu- hs 
ment of goodneſs ; it cannot be reckoned an eftect of ſound judgment, 

or vertuous affection, but a natural conſequent of ſuch a ſtate : Bur 

when there are evident occaſions, and urgent temptations to diſpleaſure, 

when preſent ſenſe and fancy do promp and provoke to murmuring, 

then to be ſatisfied in our mind, then to keep our paſſions in order, then 

to maintain good humour, then to reſtrain our tongue from complaint, 

and to govern our demeanour ſweetly, this is indeed honourable and 
handſome ; to ſee a worthy man ſuſtain croſſes, wants, diſgraces with 
equanimity and chearfulneſs is a moſt goodly fight: ſuch a perſon to a 

judicious mind appeareth in a far more honourable and 1nvidious ſtate, 

than any proſperous man: his vertue ſhining in the dark is far more 

bright and fair: this (as St. Peter faith, in a like caſe) 7s thankworthy, 1 Per. 2. 19, 
if a man tor conſcience toward God ſuffereth grief ; it, 1n our caſe (we may 

lay aſter him) a man out of -onſcientious deterence to God's will, doth 
contentedly undergo adverſity, this God is ready to take for an obliga- 

tion on himſelf, and will be diſpoſed, in a manner | 

to thank him (or to reward him) for it: this indeed {neſs ver of 7ara paipertar. Epic: 
amounteth to a demonſtration that ſuch a perſon exSoumea, dNe 6, 6 lkoe wh pt 
is truly wiſe and really good : fo is the fatisfac- mw Wore fs Þ connercDy nd au 
tion of a contented poor man more worthy : And 7. hrs Br Chryl, = = ; 
it is no leſs more ſweet and comfortable, than that 

of any rich man, pleaſing himſelf in his enjoyments; contentedneſs ſa- 

tisfieth the mind of the one, abundance doth onely ſatiate the appetites 

of the other ; the former 1s immaterial and ſprightly, the complacence 

of a man; the latter is groſs and dull, like the lenſuality of a beaſt; the 

delight of that ſinketh deep into the heart, the pleaſure of this doth 

onely float in the outward ſenſes, or in the fancy; one is a poſitive com- 

fort the other but a negative indolency in regard to the mind : The poor 

good man's joy is wholly his own, and home-born, a lovely child of 

reaſon and vertue ; the full rich man's pleaſure cometh from with- 

out, andais thruſt into him by impulſes of ſenſible objects. 

Hence is the ſatisfaction of contented adverſity far more conſtant, ſo- 

lid and durable, than that of proſperity ; it being the product of im- 

mutable reaſon abideth in the mind, and cannot eaſily be driven thence 

by any corporeal impreſſions, which unmeditely cannot touch the 

mind ; whereas the other, iſſuing from ſenſe, 1s es all the chan- 

ges, inducible from the reſtleſs commotions of outwaWcauſles affeting 

and altering ſenſe : whence the fatisfa&tion proceeding from reaſon and 

vertue, the longer it ſtayeth the firmer and ſweeter it groweth, turning 

mto habit, and working nature to an agreement with it ; whereas uſu- 

ally the joys of wealth and proſperity do ſoon degenerate into faſtidiout- - 

neſs, and terminate in bitterneſs ; being honey in the mouth, but ſoon be- Apoc.1o. 10. 
coming ga/ in the bowels. Nothing indeed can affe& the mind with a Jos Mr t' 


* 
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truer pleaſure, than the very conſcience of diſcharging our duty toward 
God in bearing hardſhip, impoſed by his providence, willingly and well. 
We have therefore much reaſon not onely to acquieſce in our ſtraits but 
to be glad of them, ſeeing they do yield us an opportunity of immedi- 
ately obtaining goods more excellent and more defirable, than any pro- 
ſperous or wealthy man can eaſily have, ſince they furniſh us with means 
of acquiring and exerciſing a vertue worth the moſt ample fortune; yea 
juſtly preferable to the beſt eſtate in the World ; a vertue, which in- 
deed doth not onely render any condition tolerable; but ſweetneth 
any thing, yea fanctifieth all ſtates, and turneth all occurrences into 
bleſſings. | 

Pp xc the ſenſible ſmart of adverſity is by contentedneſs ſomewhat 
tempered and eaſed ; the ſtiller and quieter we lie under it, the leſs we 
feel its violence and pungency : It is tumbling and toſſing, that ſtirreth 
the ill humours, and driveth them to the parts moſt weak, and apt to 
be affe&ted with them ; the rubbing of our ſores is that which entlameth 
and exaſperateth them : where the mind is calm, and the paſſions ſet- 
wy the pain of any grievance is in compariſon leſs acute, leſs ſen- 

ible. 

4- Whence if others in our diſtreſs are uncharitable to us, refuſing 
the help they might, or ſhould afford toward the reſcuing us from ir, 
or relieving us in it, we hereby may be charitable and great benefac- 
tours to our ſelves; we ſhould need no anodyne to be miniſtred from with- 
out, no ſuccour to come from any creature, if we would not be wanting 
to our ſelves, in hearkning to our own reaſon, and enjoying the conſo- 
lation which it affordeth. In not doing this, we are more uncharitable 
and cruel to our ſelves, than any ſpitefull enemy or treacherous friend 
can be; no man can ſo wrongor moleſt us, as we do our ſelves by ad- 
mitting or foſtering diſcontent. | 

5. The contented bearing of our condition is alfo the moſt hopefull 
and ready means of bettering it, and of removing the preſſures we lie 
under. : HEY 
It is partly fo in a natural way, as diſpoſing us to embrace and employ 
the advantages which occur conducible thereto ; for as diſcontent þlin- 
deth men ſo that they cannot deſcry the ways of eſcape from evil, it di- 
ſpiriteth and diſcourageth them from endeavouring to help themſelves , 
1t depriveth them of many ſuccours and expedients, which occaſion 
would afford for their relief ; ſo he that being undiſturbed in his ſpirir 
hath his eyes open and his courage up, and all his natural powers in or- 
der, will be always ready and adle to doe his beſt, to att wgorouſly, 
to ſnatch any opportunity and employ, any means toward the freeing 
himſelf from what appeareth grievous to him. ; 

Upon a ſupernatural accompt content is yet more efficacious to the 
ſame purpoſe : for chearfull ſubmiſſion to God's will doth pleaſe him 
much, doth ſtrgpgly move him to withdraw his affliting hand, doth ef- 
fetually indo ii to advance us into a moſt comfortable ſtate : Of 
all vertues there is none more acceptable to God than patience. God 
will take it well at our hands if we do contentedly receive from his 
hand the worſt things : 'tis a monſtrous thing not to receive proſperity 
with gratefull ſenſe, but it 1s heroical with the ſame mind to receive 
things unpleaſant : he that doth ſo Jaw wiv ws a pas 5Eparim 
5 Ws piASHG., he ſuffereth loſs as a man, but is crowned as a lover of ak 

Beſides 
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Beſides that it is an unreaſonable thing to think of enjoying both reſt y;4, chryc 
and pleaſure here, and the rewards hereafter ; our conſolation here with «4 Stag. 1. & 
Dives, and-our refreſhment hereafter with Lazaruw. OT SI00 
Be humbled (faith St. Peter) under the mighty hand of God, that he 1 Per. 5.5, 
may exalt you in due time ( @ xg4e4, when it is opportune and ſeaſona- 
ble) and Be humbled (faith St. Fames) before the Lord, and he will exalt Jam. 4. 10, 
you, and, When (faith Job's friends) men are caſt down, then thou ſhalt jop +2. 29, 
Jay there i lifting up, and he will ſave the humble perſon. God with fa- (Luk 14-rt, 
vourable pity harkneth to the groans of them who are humbly contrite '* 4) 
under his hand, and reverently tremle at his word; he reviveth the ſpi- Ia. 66. 2. 
rit of the hamble ; He is nigh to the broken of heart, and ſaveth ſuch as $1. "5 's 
are of a contrite ſpirit; He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up op f-2-S9IR 
their wounds ; He proclaimeth bleſſedneſs to the poor in ſpirit , and 70 war. 5. 4, 4. 
thoſe that moarn, becauſe they ſhall find comfort and mercy ; all which 
declarations and promiſes are made concerning thoſe who bear adverſity 
with a ſubmiſs and contented mind ; and we tee them effe&tually perfor- 
med in the caſes of Ahab, of the Ninivites, of Nebuchadnezzar, of Ma- 
maſſes, of Hezekiah, of David; of all perſons mentioned in holy Scripture, 
_ Upon whom adverſities had fuch kindly operations. But SEoiey and 
impatience do offend God, and provoke him to continue his judgments, 
yea to encreaſe the load of them: to be fullen and ſtubborn is the ſure 
way to render our c6ndition worſe and more intolerable: for, who hath Job 5. 4: 
hardned himſelf againſt God and proſpered? The Pharaohs and Sauls, and Jer. 2. 30. 
ſuch like perſons, who rather would break than bend, who being diffa- 5: 3: 
tisfied with their condition choſe rather to lay hold on other imaginary 1. ;; 26 10. 
ſuccours, than to have recourſe to God's mercy and help ; thoſe, who 
( like the refra&tary /ſraclites ) have been ſmitten in vain as to any 
quiet ſubmiſſion or converſion unto God, what have they but plunged 
themſelves deeper into wretchednelſs? 
It is indeed to quell our haughty ſtomach, to check our froward hu- 
mour, to curb our impetuous deſires, to calm our diſorderly paſſions, to ' 
ſuppreſs our fond admiration and eager afte&tion toward theſe worldly 
things, in ſhort to work a contented mind in us, that God ever doth in- 
flict any hardſhips on us, that he croſſethes in our projeQs, that he de- 
taineth us in any troubleſome ſtate ; untill this be atchieved, as it is not 
expedient that we ſhould be eaſed, as reliet would really be no bleſſing 
to us; ſo God (except-in anger and judgment) will no-wiſe grant or 
diſpenſe it ; it would be a cruel mercy tor him to doe it ; If therefore we 
do wiſh ever to be in a good caſe as to this world, let us learn to be con- 
tented in a bad one: Having got this diſpoſition firmly rooted in our 
hearts, we are qualified for deliverance and preferment ;* nor will God 
fail in that due ſeaſon to perform for us what he ſo often hath declared 
and promiſed; his nature diſpoſeth him, his word hath engaged him to 
help and comfort us. 7 | 
Theſe are the moſt proper ind&ments unto contentedneſs, which 
conſidering (in the light of reaſon and holy Scripture) the nature of the 
thing, ſuggeſted unto my meditation: there are beſide ſome other means 
adviſable, (ſome general, ſome more particular) which are very condu- 
cible to the produCtion of content; or removing diſcontent ; which I ſhall 
touch, and then conclude. : 
x. A conſtant endeavour to live well, and to maintain a good conſct- 
ence : ke thar dagth this can hardly be diſmay'd, or diſturbd with any 


occur- 
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occurrence here ; this will yield a man fo ample and firm a fatisfaQtion 
of mind, as will bear down the ſenſe of any incumbent evils ; this 'will 
beget ſuch hope in God, and fo good aſſurance of his favour, as will 
ſupply the want of all other things, and fully fatisfie us, that we have 
no cauſe to be troubled with any thing here ; He that by conſcientious 
practice hath obtained ſuch a hope is prepared againſt all aſſaults of for- 
Pol. 112, 1. tune With an undaunted mind and force impregnable; Ze wi/ (as the 
119. 6. Pſalmiſt faith) not be affraid of any evil tidings, for his heart is fixed 
truſting in the Lord. Maintaining this will tree us from all anxious care, 
transferring it upon God ; 1t will breed a ſure confidence, that he will 
ever be ready to ſupply us with all things convenient, to protect and de- 
liver us from all things hurtfull ; enſuring to us the effed& of that pro- 
Matt. 6. 33. Miſe, by the conſcience of having performed the condition thereof : Seek 
ye firſt the Kingdom of God and its righteouſneſs, and all theſe things (hall 
be added unto you. | 

This was that which ſupported the Apoſtles and kept them chearjull/ 

x Cor. 1. 12, Under all that heavy load of diſtreſſes which lay upon them ; Our re- 

15031 joycing is this (could they ſay) the teſtimony of our conſcience , that in 

ng 6" and godly fincerity we have had our converſation in this 
world. 

Tis the want of this beſt pleaſure, that both rendreth the abſence of 
all other pleaſures grievous, and their preſence inſipid ; Had we a good 
conſcience we could not ſeem to want comfort ; as we could not truly 
be unhappy, ſo we could hardly be diſcontent ; without it no attluence 
of other things can ſuffice to content us. It is an evil conſcience that 
giveth an edge to all other evils, and enableth them ſorely to affli&t us, 
which otherwiſe would but ſlightly touch us ; we become thence unca- 
pable of comfort , ſeeing not onely things here, upon earth to croſs us, 
but heaven to lowre upon us; finding no viſible ſuccour, and having no 
hope from the power inviſible ; yea having reaſon to be diſcouraged 
with the fear of God's diſplegſure. As he that hath a powerfull enemy 
near, cannot abide in peace, without anxious ſuſpicion and fear ; ſo he 
that is at variance with the Almighty, who 1s ever at hand, ready to 
croſs and puniſh him, whatequiet of mind can he enjoy ? There s no 
peace to the wicked. 

2. The contemplation of our future ſtate is a ſovereign medicine to 

1 Theſl.4.18. work contentedneſs, and to cure diſcontent : as diſcontent eaſily doth 
ag oaks ſeiſe upon, and cleaveth faſt to Souls, which earneſtly do pore and dote 
( ad The- | upon theſe preſent things, which have in them nothing fatisfaCtory or 
clam.) ſtable; fo if we can raiſe our minds firmly to believe, ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, and worthily to prize the future ſtate and its concernments, we 

can hardly ever be diſcontent in regard to theſe things. Conſidering 

Heaven and its happineſs, how low and mean, how ſordid and vile, 

how unworthy of our care and our afteftion will theſe inferiour things 

2 Cor. 7.31. appear ? how very unconcerned {MII we ſee our ſelves to be in them, 
and how eaſily thence ſhall we be content to want them 2 What, ſhall 

any of us be then ready to ſay, doth it concern me in what rank or garb 

I paſs my few days here? what conſiderable intereſt can I have in this 
uncertain and tranſitory ſtate z what is any loſs, any diſgrace, any croſs 

in this World to me, who am a Citizen of Heaven, who have a capa- 

City and hope of the immenſe riches, the incorruptible glories, the per- 

tect and endleſs joys of eternity ? This was that which ſuſtained the 
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holy Apoſtles in all their diſtreſſes ; For this cauſe ( faith S. Paul ) we » cor. 4. 16. 
aint not ——while we look not on the: things which are ſeen, but on the Oc 5-1. 
things which are not ſeen, for the things which are ſeen are temporal, but 
the things which are not ſeen are eternal ; and 7 reckon ( faith he again ) gom. 8. u8, 
that the ſufferings of this preſent life are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which ſhall be revealed in us. | 

It likewiſe we do with faith and ſeriouſneſs conſider the diſmal Rate 
below of thoſe, who are eternally fecluded from all joy and bliſs, who 
are irrecoverably condemned to utter darkneſs, and the extremity of 
horrible pain, how tolerable, how pleaſant, how very happy will the 
meaneſt itate here appear to be? how vain a thing will it then ſeem to 
us. to be to diflike, or to be troubled with any- worldly thing ; to ac- 
compt any chance happening to us to be fad, or diſaſtrous 2 What, ſhgll 
we fay then each of us, is this fame loſs to the loſs of my Soul and all 
its comforts for ever ? what 15 this want to the perpetual want of heaven- 
ly bliſs ® what is this ſhort and faint pain to the cruel pangs of endleſs re- 
morſe, to the weeping and gnaſhing of teeth in outward darkneſs, to ever- 
laſting burnings © | 

Thus infinitely filly and petty muſt all concernments of rhis life ap- 
pear to him, who is poſſeſſed with the belief and conſideration of mat- 
ters relating to the future ſtate ; whence diſcontent in regard to them 
can hardly tind acceſs to his mind. 

3- Conſtant devotion is an-excellent inſtrument and guard of content, 
an excellent remedy and fence againſt diſcontent. 

It is ſuch in way of impetration, procuring the removal, or allevia- 
tion of our.croſles : for God hath promiſed that he wzZ give good things ware. 9. 11. 
70 thoſe that ask him ; The Lord is nigh unto all that call upon him in truth ; 4's 55 
he will fulfill the defire of them that fear him ; he alſo wilt hear their cry, mi > a1 
and will ſave them. The poor man crieth, and the Lord heareth him, and 107.6. 
ſaveth him out of all his troubles ; the holy Scriptare is full of ſuch decla- 
rations and promiſes aſſuring us of ſuccour from our diſtreſſes, upon our 
{upplication to:God; whence S. Paz! thus adviſeth againſt all ſolicitude : 

Be careful for nothing, but in every wh by prayer, and: ſupplication with Phil. 4. 1. 
thankſgiving, let your requeſt be made. known to God : And (addeth ſig- EN #5 16s 
nitying the conſequence ofthis prattice) rhe peace of God, which paſſeth ,,. hg __ 
all ee Foes, ſhall keep your hearts and minds through Jeſus Chriſt. 

It likewiſe performeth the ſame by procuring grace and aid from 
God, which may enable and diſpoſe us to bear all evils well, which is 
really much better than a removal of them ; for that hence they become 
wholſome and profitable to us, and cauſes of preſent good, and grounds 
of future reward; thus when St. Pasl beſonght God for deliverance from 2 Cor. 12. 5. 
his thorn in the tleſh, the, return to him:/was ; My, grace i ſufficient for 1 Cor.10. 13: 
thee ; for my ſtrength is made perfett_in weakneſs : ut 'was a greater fa- 
vour to receive an improvement ot ſpiritual ſtrength, occaſioned by that 
croſs, than to be quite freed from it. 

Devotion alſo hath immediately of it felf a ſpecial efficacy to produce 
content, As in any diſtreſs '1t 1s a great conſolation, that we can have 
recourſe to a good Friend, that we may diſcharge our cares and our re- 
ſettments into his boſame ;; that we may demand advice from him, and, 
if need be, requeſt his fuccourz ſo much;more it muſt be a great com- 
fort, that we-can in'our need approach.to' God, 'who is infinitely the 
moſt faithful, the moſt affeCtionate,- the-moſt ſufficient Friend that So 
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be; always moſt ready, moſt willing, -moſt able to dire& and to re- 
lieve us : he deſires, and delights, that 7» the day 
Do ITE wn Ts 4. 62-5 of our trouble we ſhould ſeek him; that we ſhould pour 
x Per. 5. o "Plat 5.8. 27.11. 31-3 forth our hearts before him, that we ihould caſt onr 
43) 3» 139+ 24+ 143+ 10+ Os 2. burthens, and our cares upon him ; that we ſhould 
eu” upon all occaſions implore his guidance and aid : 
And complying with his deſires as we ſhall affuredly find a ſucceſsfull 
event of our devotions, ſo we ſhall immediately enjoy great comfort and 

pleaſure in them. 

The God of all conſolation doth eſpecially by this chanel convey his 

Pal 16. 11. Comforts into our hearts; his very preſence { that preſence, in which 

| the P/almiſt ſaith there is fulneſs of joy) doth mightily warm and chear 
us ; his Holy Spirit doth 1n our religious entercourſe with him inſinuate 
2 lightſome ſerenity of mind, doth kindle ſweet and kindly affe&ions, 
doth ſcatter the gloomy clouds of ſadneſs ; praftiſing it we ſhall be able 

Pal. 04. 15. to fay with the Pſalmift, In the multitude of my thoughts withilf me thy 
comforts delight my ſoul. 

Humbly addreiling our ſelves to God, and reverently converſing with 
him doth compoſe our minds, and charm our paſſions, doth ſweeten 
our humour, doth refreſh and raiſe our ſpirits, and fo doth immediately 
breed and nouriſh contentedneſs. 

It alſo ſtrengthneth our faith, and quickneth our hope in God, where- 

fa. 25. 3 by we are enabled to ſupport our preſent evils,” and peace of mind doth 
ſpring up within us. - 

Plal. 73-26. Tt enflameth our love unto God, in ſenſe of his gratious illapſes, 

5716-234 thence rendring us willing to endure any want or pain for his ſake, or 
at his appointment. 

It in fine doth miniſter a raviſhing delight, abundantly able to ſupply 
the defect of any other pleaſures, and to allay the ſmart of any pains 
whatever ; rendring thereby the meanelt eſtate more acceprable and 
pleaſant, than any proſperity without it can be. So that if we be truly 
devout we can hardly be diſcontent ; It is diſcoſting from God by a ne- 
gle&t of devotion, or by a i, therein, that doth expoſe us to the 
incurſions of worldly regret and ſorrow. 

Theſe are general remedies and duties both in this and all other re- 
gards neceſſary, the which yet we may be induced to gorore in Con- 
remplation of this happy truit ( contentedneſs) ariſing from them. 


Farther. | 


4. It ſerveth toward production of contentedaeſs to reflect much u 
on our imperfe&tion, unworthineſs and guilt; ſo as thereby to work in 
our hearts a lively ſenſe of them, and a hearty forrow for them ; this 
will divert onr ſadneſs into its right chanel, this will drown our leſſer 
grief by the influx of a greater. 1t is the nature of a greater apprehen- 
ſion or pain incumbent to extinguiſh in a manner, and ſwallow up the 
ſenſe of a leſſer, although in it ſelf grievous; as he that is under a fit of 
the ſtone doth ſcarce feel a pang of the gout; he that is aſſaulted by a 
wolf will not regard the biting of a flea, Whereas then of all evils and 
miſchiefs moral evils are. incomparably far the greateſt, in nature the 
moſt ugly and abominable, in conſequence the moſt hurtfull and horri- 

08 Kr diy $87 dovyanivar, dx! 5 De 3 ſecing (in St. Chryſoſtome's age) Excepting 
&,44þ71% win" & males & yooug, iy &= fin, there is nothing grievous or terrible among hu- 
mane 
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mane things; not poverty, not ſickneſs, not diſgrace, Cer, in inipua, i envia, toe. Chryf. 


uot that which ſeemeth the moſt extreme of all evils, ret T6. 
death it ſelf ; thoſe being names onely among ſuch as 
philoſopbate, names of calamity, woid of reality, but the real calamity this, 
zo be at variance with Ged, and to dag that which diſpleaſeth him; ſeeing 
evidently according to juſt eſtimation no evil beareth any proportion to 
the evil of fin, if we have a due ſenſe thereof, we can hardly be affec- 


ted with any other accident; It we can keep our minds intent upon the ' 


heinous nature, and the lamentable conſequences of ſin, all other evils 
cannot but ſeem exceedingly light and inconfiderable ; we cannot but 
apprehend it a very filly and unhandſome thing to reſent or regard 
them : what (ſhall we then judge) is poverty in compariſon to the want 
of a good conicience? What 1s ſickneſs compared to diſtemper of mind, 
and decay of ſpiritual ſtrength 2 what is any difappointment to the be- 
ing defeated and overthrown by temptation? what any lols to the being 
deprived of God's love and favour 2 what any diſgrace to the being out 


of eſteem and reſpect with God? what any unfaithfulnels or inconſtan- | 


cy of friends to having deſerted or betrayed our own ſoul? what can 
any danger fGgnifie to that of eternal miſery, incurred by offending God? 
what preſſure can weigh againſt the load of guilt, or what pain equal 
that of ſtinging remorſe? 1n fine, what condition can be ſo bad as that 
of a wretched inner? any caſe ſurely is tolerable, is deſirable, is lovely 
and ſweet in compariſon to this: would to God, may a man 1n this caſe 
reaſonably ſay, that I were poor and forelorn as any beggar; that I were 
covered all over with botches and blains as any Lazar ; that I were 
bound to paſs my days in an hoſpital or a dungeon ; might I be chained 


to an oar, might I lie upon the rack, ſo I were Clear and innocent : 


Such thoughts and affe&tions if refleQing on our ſinfull doings and ſtate 
do ſuggeſt and impreſs, what place can there be for reſentment of other 
petty croſles ? | 

Contrition alſo upon this ſcore 1s productive of a certain ſweetneſs and 


Joy apt to quaſh or to allay all worldly grief: as zt worketh a ſalatary re- 2 Cor. 1. 10. 


pentance not to be repented of, 1o it therewith breedeth a fatisfatory com- 
tort, which doth ever attend repentance: He that is very ſenſible of his 


and thence earneſtly be moved to ſee it; then in contemplation of di- 
vine goodneſs, and conſidering God's gratious promiſes, will be apt to 
conceive faith and hope, upon his imploring mercy, and reſolution to 
amend; thence will ſpring up a chearfull fatisfa&tion, fo poſſeſſing the 
heart, as to expell or to exclude other diſpleaſures: a holy and a world- 
ly fadneſs cannot well conſiſt together. 

5. Another good inſtrument of contentedneſs 1s ſedulous application 
of our minds to honeſt employment. Honeſt {tudies and cares divert 
our minds, and drive fad thoughts from them : they chear our ſpirits 
with wholſome food and plcafant entertainments; they yield good fruits, 
and a ſucceſs accompanied with fatisfaQion, which will extinguiſh or tem- 
per diſcontent : while we are f{tudtous or active, diſcontent cannot eaſt- 
ly creep in, and ſoon will be ſtifled. | | 

[dleneſs is the great mother and the nurſe of diſcontent ; it layeth the 
mind open for melancholy conceits to enter; it yieldeth harbour to them, 


and entertainment there ; it depriveth of all the remedies and allays 


which bufineſs affordeth, — 
P | Recipro- 


Vid. ad Olymp. Ep. 13. ad Theod. 1, 


ad Demet. 5 
ad Steletch, 


guilt, cannot but conſequently much value the remedy thereof, mercy ; 7. 5. 
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Mater me ge= Reciprocally diſcontent alſo begetteth idleneſs, and by it groweth : 
we they are like ice and water, ariſing each out of the other : we ſhould 
therefore not ſuffer any ſadneſs ſo to encroach upon us, as to hinder 
us from attending to our buſineſs ( the honeſt works and ſtudies of 
our calling) for it thereby will grow ſtronger and more hardly vin- 
Cible. 
'A;aH 3m 6. Alike expediment to remove diſcontent 1s good company. It not 
54s pot * onely ſometimes miniſtreth advices and arguments for content, but rai- 
"ſeth the drooping ſpirit, ere&ing it to a loving complaiſance, drawing 
it out towards others in expreſſions of kindneſs, and yielding delight in 
thoſe which we receive from others, infeGing us by a kind ot contagion 
with good humour, and inſtilling pleaſant 7dea's into our fancy, agree- 
ably diverting us from ſad and irkſome thoughts : diſcontent affefteth 
retirement and ſolitude, as its element and food ; good company partly 
ſtarveth it by ſmothering ſad thoughts, partly cureth it by exhulerating 
"diſcourſe. No man hardly can feel diſpleaſure, while friendly conver- 
ſation entertaineth him ; no man returneth from 1t without ſome refreſl1- 
ment and eaſe of mind. 

7. Havirtg right and lowly conceits of our felves is a moſt ſure guar- 
dian and procurer of content: for anſwerable to a man's judgment of him- 
ſelf are his reſentments of the dealing he meeteth with trom God or man. 
He that thinks meanly as he ought of himſelf, will not eaſily be offen- 
ded at any thing; any thing, will he think, 1s good enough for me; I 
deſerve nothing from God, I cannot deſerve much of man ; if I have a- 
ny competence of proviſion for my lite, any tolerable uſage, any reſpe&; 
it is more than my due, I am bound to be thankfull : but he that con- 
ceiteth highly (that is vainly ) of himſelf, nothing will fatisfie him ; 
nothing, thinks he, is good enough for him, or anſwerable to his de- 
ſerts ; no body can yield him ſufficient reſpect ; any ſmall negle&t di- 
ſturbeth and enrageth him : he cannot endure that any man ſhould 
thwart his intereſt, ſhould croſs his humour, ſhould diſſent from his OPI- 
nion; Hence ſeeing the World will not eaſily be induced to conceit of 
him as he doth of himſelf, nor to comply with his humours and preten- 
ces, it is impoſſible that he ſhould be content. | 

8. It conduceth to this purpoſe to contemplate and reſent the publick 
ſtate of things, the intereſt of the World, of our Countrey, of God's 
Church. The ſenſe of publick calamities will drown that of private, as 
unworthy to be conſidered or compared with them ; The ſenſe of pub- 
lick proſperity will allay that of particular misfortune. How (will a 
Wiſe and good man fay) can I deſire to proſper and flouriſh, while the 
State is in danger or diſtreſs 2 how can I grieve, ſeeing my Countrey is 


- 


in good condition ? is it juſt, is it handſome that I ſhould be a Non:con- 
formiſt either in the publick ſorrow or joy ? Indeed Wo 

9. All Hearty Charity doth greatly alleviate diſcontent. If we bear 
ſuch a good-will to our Neighbour as to have a ſincere compaſſion of his 
evils, and complacence in his good, our caſe will not much afflict us. If 
we can appropriate and enjoy the proſperity , the wealth, the reputa- 
tion, of our Neighbour, by delighting in them, what can we want ; 
what can difpleate us? It our heart is enlarged in pity for the misfor- 
tunes 'of others, it cannot be contracted with grief for our own : our 
ſorrow, like water, being thus diftuſed, cannot be fo deep but it will be 


more fruitfull ; it will produce ſuch efteCts as will comfort and pleaſe us ; 
; It is 
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: It isa ſtingy ſelfiſhneſs which maketh us fo very ſenſible of croſſes and fo 2 
uncapable of comfort. | 


10. Again, if we will attain contentment, we muſt take heed of ſet- 
ting our atte&ion upon any worldly thing whatever, fo as very highly 
to prize it, very paſſionately to affect it, very eagerly to purſue it ; fo 
as to conceive our happineſs in any meaſure to.hang on it or ſtick .there« 
to: If there be any ſuch thing, we ſhall be diſappointed in the acquilt, 
or the retention of it ; or we {hall be diſlatisfied-in its enjoyment.. 

So to adhere in affection to any thing is an adulterous diſloyalty to- 
ward our Maker and beſt Friend ; from which it is expedient that we 
ſhould be reclaimed ; whence God (in juſt anger, or in. kind mercy) 
will be apt to croſs us in our attempts to pet 1t, or to deprive us of its 
poſſeſſion ; whence the diſpleaſure will follow, which always attendeth 
a ſeparation from things we love. But if we be ſuffered to obtain or to 
retain it, we ſhall ſoon find diſſatisfaCtion therein ; being either diſguſted 
with ſome bitterneſs in it (ſuch as doth lurk in every ſenſible good). or 
being cloyed with its luſciouſneſs: it after a ſmall enjoyment will be- 
come either diſtaſtfull or infipid. Et 

This, according to continual experience, is the. nature of all things, 
pleaſant onely to ſenſe or fancy, preſently to ſatiate : no beauty can long 
pleaſe the eye, no melody the ear, \no delicacy the palate, no curioſity 
the fancy; a little time doth waſte away, a ſmall uſe:doth wear out the 
pleaſure, which at firſt they afford : novelty commendeth and:ingra- 
tiateth them ; diſtance repreſenteth them fair and lovely ; the want or 
abſence of them rendreth them deſirable ; but the; preſence of them 
dulleth their grace, the poſſeſſion of them deadneth the appetite to 

New objects with a gentle and gratefull touch-warble upon the cor- 
poreal organs, or excite the ſpirits into a pleaſant frisk'of motion ; but 
when uſe hath levigated the organs, and made the way ſo ſmooth and 
eaſie that the ſpirits paſs without arty ſtop, thoſe objects are no lohger 
felt, or very faintly ; fo that the pleaſure ceaſeth. _ TEIN 

Onely thoſe things which reaſon ( religious and ſound reaſon.) doth 
approve, do yield a laſting (undecaying, ynalterable ) fatisfaQtioni;-if 
vwe ſet our affe&tions on them, we canriot fail of content : In ſeeking 
them we cannot be diſappointed, for-God '( withont any:refervation or 
exception) hath promiſed to beſtow them upon thoſe who ſeriouſly and 
diligently ſeek them : nor can we be diſpoſleſſed of them; God will /not 
rake them away, and they lie beyond-the reach of any other hand : Ha- 
ving them then we cannot but fully and durably be fatisfied in the frui- 
tion of them ; the longer we have them, the more we ſhall like them; 
the more we taſte them, the better we ſhall reliſh them : time waſteth 
not, but improveth the ſenſe of their untfading beauty and indefeQtible 
{weetnels. Dna | 

11. [t is of great influence toward contentedneſs witli an earneſt and- 
impartial regard to contemplate things, as they are in themlelves,i de- 
veſted of tragical appearances, in which they are wrapt by our own in- 
conſiderate fancy, or which vulgar prejudices do throw upon them : As 
all things, looked upon by the corporeal eye through a miſt, do jeem 
bigger than in reality they are, ſo to the eye of our mind all things 
( both good and evil?) ſeem hugely enlarged, when viewed through the 
foggs of our dusky imagination, or * popular conceit. If " wy 
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eſteem that very good, which with a gay appearance dazleth our image 
nation, or which the common admiration and applauſe of men recome 
mendeth, the moſt vain and worthleſs, the _ dangerous, the moſt 
miſchievous things often will appear ſuch ; and if we pleaſe to accompt 
thaſe things y bad which look ugly or horridly to imagination, 
which are defamed by the injudicious part of men; or which men com- 
monly do loath, do fret at, do'wail for, we ſhall take the beſt, moſt in- 
nocent, moſt uſefull, moſt wholfome things for ſuch ; and accardingly 
theſe errours of our minds will be followed by a perverſe practice, pro- 
ductive of diffatisfa&tion and diſpleaſure to us. No man ever will be ſa- 
tisfied, who values things according to the price which fancy ſetteth on 
them, or according to the rate they bear 1n the common market ; who 
diſtinguiſheth not between good and famous, bad and infamous ; who 
I ed accordingly with the want of thoſe things, which men call 
with the pretence of thoſe, which they term bad. 

Bur if we judge of things as God declareth, as impartial and cautious 
reaſon diftateth, as experience diligently obſerved (by their fruits and 
conſequences) diſcovereth them to be, we ſhall have little cauſe to be 
affected by the want, or prefence of any ſuch thing which is wont to 
produce difcontent. 

12. We ſhould'to this purpoſe take eſpecial care to ſearch out through 
our condition, and pick thence the good that is therein, making the beſt 
we can of it, enjoying and 5 ents i but what is inconvenient or 
offenſive therein declining it, diminifhing it, tempering it ſo well as we 
may, always forbearing to aggravate it. There are in nature divers 
{imples, which have in them ſome part, or ſome juice very noxious, 
which being ſevered and caſt away, the reſt becometh wholſome food ; 
netther indeed is there any thing in nature ſo venomous, but that from 
it by art and induſtry may be extraQed ſomewhat medicinal, and of good 
uſe, when duly applied ; fo in moſt apparent evils lieth incloſed much 
good, which it we carefully ſeparate (caſting away the intermixed droſs 
and refuſe) we ſhall find benefit, and taſte comfort thence ; there is no- 
thing fo y bad, as being well ordered, and opportunely mini- 
fired will not doe us much good : So it from poverty we caſt away or 
bear quietly that which a little pincheth the ſenſe or grateth on the fan- 
cy; andenjoy the undiſtratedneſs of mind, the liberty, the leiſure, the 
health, the ſecurity from envy, obloquy, ſtrife, which it affordeth, how 
ſatisfa&tory may it become to us? The like conveniences are in diſgrace, 
difappointment, and other fuch evils, which being improved may en- 
dear them to us: Even fin it ſelf (the worſt of evils, the onely true evil) 
may yield great benefits to us ; it may render us ſober and lowly in our 
own eyes, devout in imploring mercy, and thankfull to God for it ; 
mercifull and charitable toward others in our opinions and cenſures ; 
more laborious in our good practice, and watchfull over our ſteps : 
and if this deadly poiſon well adminiſtred yieldeth effects ſo exceedingly 
beneficial and falutary, what may other harmleſs (though unhandſome, 


and unpleafant) things doe, being skilfully managed ? 


x3. It is a moſt effeQual means of producing content, and curing di- 
content, to rowſe and fortify our faith in God, by, with moſt ſerious 
attention, refleQing upon the arguments and experiments, which aſſure 
us concerning God's particular providence over all, over us. It is real- 
iy infidelity in whole, or in part, no faith, or a ſmall and weak faith) 


which 
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which is at the root, as of all fin, ſo particularly of difcontent : for how 
is it poſſible, did we firmly believe, and with any meaſure of attention 
conſider thap God takethy care, of us, that he tendereth oug good; that 
he is ready at hand tg, faccoux us, (how thes, 1 fay, is ir poſlible) that 
we ſhoukt fear any want, 'or grievouſly reſent any thing incident 2 But 
we like St. Peter are dAryamso, of little faith, therefore we cannot walk 
0x the ſea ; but in deſpair fink down : ſometimes our faith is buried in 
oblivion or careleſleſs ; we forget, or mind not that there is a Provi- 
dence ; but look on things as they fell out caſually or fatally ; thence 
expe no redreſs from Heaven, ſo tumble into deſpair and diſconſo- 
lateneſs. Sometimes becauſe God doth not in our time and our way re- 
lieve us or gratify us we flip into profane doubt, queſtioning in our 
hearty whether he doth indeed regard us, or whether any reliet is to.þe 
expected from him ; not conſidering, that onely God can tell when, 
and how it is beſt to proceed ; that often it is not expedient our wiſhes 
ſhould be granted ; that we are not wiſe enough, or juſt enough to ap- 
point or chuſe for our ſelves; that it 1s a PS for God to gratify eve- 
ry man ; that it would be a mad World, if God in his government 
thereof ſhould ſatisfy all our deſires. 5] —- : 
We forget how often God hath ſuccoured us in our needs and ſtraits, 
how continually he hath provided for us; how patiently and mercifully 
he hath born with us ; rh miracles of bounty and mercy he hath per- 
| formed in our behalf ; we are like that diſtruſtfull. and inconſiderate 
people, who remembred not the hand of God, nor the day when he deli- pa. 18. 44. 
wvered them; remembred not the multitude of his mercies; but ſoon forgat pai, 106. », 
hy works, and waited not for his counſel ; They forgat God their Saviour, 13, 21- 
who bad done great things in Egypt, wondrous works in the land of Ham, 
and terrible things in the red Sea. 
From ſuch diſpoſitions in us our diſcontents do ſpring ; and we can- 
not cure them, but by recollecing our ſelves from ſuch forgetfulneſs 
and negligence ; by ſhaking oft ſuch wicked doubts and diftruſts ; pal. 22. 5. 


by fixing our hearts and hopes on him, who alone can help us; "ls wh r 


who is our ſtrength, the frength of our heart, of our life, of our ſalvas vai. 14. 25. 


£708. ? | 27+» 149. T, 


Of him (to conclude) let us humbly implore, that he in mercy would 
beſtow upon us grace to ſubmit in all things to his will, to acquieſce in 
all his diſpenſations, gladly to embrace and undergo whatever he allot- 
teth to us; in every condition, and for all events befalling us heartily 
to adore, thank and bleſs him : Even fo to the Ever Bleſſed God, our 
oratious maker and preſerver, be eternally rendred all glory, thank(- 
giving and praiſe. Amen. 
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Becauſe alſo Chrift ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye ſhould follow his fleps. 


N theſe words two things appear efpecially obſervable ; a duty im- 
|| plied (the duty of patience) and a reaſon expreſſed, which enforceth 
the practice of that duty (the example of Chriſt. ) We ſhall (uſing 
no more Preface, or circumſtarice) firſt briefly, in way of explication 
and dire&tion, touch the duty it ſelf, then more largely deſcribe, and 
urge the example. = 
The word patience hath, in common uſage, a double meaning, ta- 
ken from the reſpe@ it hath unto two ſorts of objects, ſomewhar diffe- 
rent. > As it reſpeeth provocations to anger, and revenge by injuries, 
or diſcourteſies, it ſignifieth a diſpoſition of mind to bear them with 
charitable meekneſs ; as it relateth to adverſities and croſſes diſpoſed to 
us by providence, it importeth a pious undergoing and ſuſtaining them. 
That both theſe kinds of patience may here be underſtood, we may, 
conſulting and conſidering the context, eaſily diſcern: that which imme- 
diately-precedeth, /f when ye doe well, and ſuffer for 3t, ye take it pati- 
ently, this is acceptable to God, relateth to good endurance of adverlity ; 
that which preſently followeth, who when he was reviled, reviled not a- 
gain, when he ſuffered he threatned not, referreth to meek comporting 
with provocations : The Text therefore, as 1t looketh backward, doth 
' recommend the patience of adverſitics, as forward, the patience of 
contumelies. But ſeeing both theſe objects are reducible to one more 
"api comprizing both, that is, things ſeeming evil to us, or offen- 
ive to our ſenſe, we may ſo explicate the duty of patience, as to include 
them both. 
Patience then is that vertue, which qualifieth us to bear all conditions, 
and all events, by God's diſpoſal incident to us, with ſuch apprehenſions 


and perſuaſions of mind, ſuch diſpoſitions and affections of heart, ſuch 
external 
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external deportments, and practices of life as God requireth, and good 
reaſon direfeth. Its nature will, I conceive, be underſtood beſt by 
conſidering the chief a&ts which it produceth, and wherein eſpeci- 
ally the pradtice thereof conſiſteth ; the which bricfly are theſe. 

1. A thorough perſuaſion, that nothing befalleth us by fate, or by 
chance, or by the mere agency of inferiour cauſes, but that all proceed- 
eth from the diſpenſation, or with the allowance of God, ( that, Aftic- Job «. 6. 
tion doth not come forth of the duſt, nor doth trouble ſpring out of the 1am. 4, 58. 
ground ; but that all, both good and evil proceedgth out of the mouth of 
the moſt pigh ) according as David refle&ted ,WFhen Shimei reviled 
him; Let him ( faid the good King) curſe, becauſe the Lord hath 2$Sam.16.10. 
faid unto him, curſe David; and as Fob, when he was ſpoiled of all 
his goods, acknowledged, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken Job 1. 21. 
away. 

2. A firm belief, that all occurrences (however adverſe, and croſs to 
our deſires ) are well conſiſtent with the juſtice, wiſedom and good- 
neſs of God; ſo that we cannot reaſonably diſapprove, repine ar, or 
complain of them ; but are bound and ready to avow with the Pſalmz/t, 
that, All his paths are mercy and truth; He is righteous in all his ways, Pfal. 25. 10, 
and holy in all his works ; to judge and ſay with Hezekiah, Good is the 145: 17- 
word of the Lord, which thou haſt ſpoken ; to confeſs with David unto 1g. 
him, 7 ow, O Lord, that thy judgments are right ; and that thou in faith- Pal 119.75, 
fulneſs haſt afflifted me. 

3. A full ſatisfaQtion of mind, that all (even the moſt bitter, and fad Job s. 17. 
accidents) do (according to God's purpoſe) tend, and conduce to our j: !- 12: 
good ; acknowledging the truth of thoſe divine Aphoriſms ; Happy 7s Heb. 12. 5. 
the man whom God correfteth ; whom the Lord loveth he corretteth, even Rv. 3-15. 
as a Father the Son, in whom he delighteth. As many as I love I rebuke, 
and chaſten. 

4. An entire ſubmiſſion, and reſignation of our wills to the will of 
God ; ſuppreſſing all rebellious infurreCtions, and grievous reſentments 
of heart againſt his providence ; which may diſpoſe us heartily to fay at- 
ter our Lord, Let not my will, but thine be done ; with good Eli, It is Luk. 22. 92. 
the Lord, Let hins doe what ſeemeth him good; with David, Here I am, m3 ” 
let him doe to me as ſeemeth good to him ; yea even with Socrates, If ſo my 
it pleaſeth God, ſo let it be. 

5. Bearing adverſities calmly, chearfully and courageouſly ; ſo as not 
to be diſcompoſed with anger, or grief ; not to be put out of humour, 
not to be: dejeted or diſheartned ; but in our diſpoſition of mind to 
reſemble the primitive Saints, who were ws AunSua, ac 5 YEICW- 2 Cor. 6. 10. 
765, as grieved, but always rejoycing ; who took joyfully the ſpoiling, of yeev. 10. 34. 
their goods, who accompted it all joy when they fell into divers tri- jam, \. :, 
bulations. . 

6. A hopefull confidence in God for the removal or eaſement of our 
afflictions, and for his gratious aid to ſupport them well ; agreeable to 
choſe good rules and precepts? /t zs good that a man ſhould both hope , Lam. 3. 26. 
and wait quietly for the ſalvation of the Lord; Reſt in the Lord, and wait Plal. 37. 7. 
patiently for him ; wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he ſhall *7 '* 
ftrengthen thine heart ; according to the pattern of David, who, in fuch 
a cale, thus rouſed and ſtaid himſelf : Why art thou caſt down, O my /oul, Plal. 42. 5, 
and why art thou diſquieted within me ? hope thou in God, for 1 ſhall yet 
praiſe him for the help of his countenance ; and after the holy At . 
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who in their moſt forelorn eſtate could fay, We are troubled on every;/idey 
yet not diſtreſſed ; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair ;, perſecuted, but 
not forſaken ; caſt down, but not deſtroyed. 

7. A willingneſs to continue, during God's pleaſure, in our afllicted 
ſtate, without wearineſs, or irkſome longings for alteration ; according 
to that advice of the Wiſeman';; My ſon, deſpiſe not the chaſtning of the 
Lord, neither be weary of his correfion ; and that of the Apo//le, back'd 
with our Lord's example; Confidering him that endured ſuch contra- 
dition of finners againſt himſelf, leſt ye be weary, and faint in your 
minds. - 

8. Alowly frame of mind (that is, being ſober 1n our conceits of our 
ſelves, ſenſible of our unworthineſs, and meanneſs, of our natural trajl- 
ty, penury and wretchedneſs; of our manifold defects and miſcarriages 
in practice ; being meek and gentle, tender and pliable in our temper, 
and frame of ſpirit ; being deeply affected with reverence and dread to- 
ward the awfull majeſty, mighty power, perfect juſtice and ſanCtity of 
God ; all this) wrought by our adverſity effeCtually, according to its 
defign, quelling our haughty ſtomach, toftning our hard hearts, miti- 
gating our peeviſh humours ; according to S. Peter's injunction, Be hum- 
bled under the mighty hand of Ged ; and God's own approbation joined 
with a gratious promiſe, 7o this man will ] look ; even to him that is of 
a poor and contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word. 

9. Reſtraining our tongues from all diſcontentfull complaints, and 
murmurings, all prophane, harſh, unſavoury expreſſions, importing 
diſpleaſure, or diſſatisfaction in God's dealings toward us, arguing de- 
ſperation or diſtruſt in him; ſuch as were thoſe of the impatient and in- 
credulous 1ſraelites; They ſpake againſt God, and ſaid, can God furniſh 
a table in the wilderneſs 2 behold he ſmote the rock, that the waters guſh- 
ed out, and the ſflreams overflowed ; can he give bread alſo, can he pro- 
vide fleſh for his people 2 Such as they uſed, of whom the Prophet ſaid 
—- When they ſhall be hangry , they will fret themſelves, and curſe their 
King, and their God ; ſuch as they were guilty of, whom St. Jude calleth 
Ay x21 peunlmuoiess, murmurers, and querulous perſons { or ſuch 
as found fault with their lot) that which is ſtyled, charging God fooliſh- 
ly ; for abſtaining from which, notwithſtanding the preliure of his moſt 
grievous calamities) Fob is commended (where 'tis ſaid, Fob ſinned not, 
neither charged God fooliſhly) that which the Prophet condemneth as un- 
reaſonable in that expoſtulation ; Wherefore doth the living man complain? 
In ſuch caſes we ſhould ſmother our paſſions in a {till and filent demea- 
nour, as the Pſalmiſt adviſed, and as he praiſed himſelf : 7 was dumb 
(faith he) and opened not my mouth, becauſe it was thy doings. Yea con- 
trariwiſe patience requireth 

10. Bleſling, and praiſing God (that is, declaring our hearty fatisfacti- 
on in God's proceedings with us, acknowledging his wifedom, juſtice 
and goodneſs therein, expreſling a gratefull ſenſe thereof, as wholſome 


. and beneficial to us) in conformity ro Fob, who, upon the loſs of all his 


Job I-21, 


Fe 


Jer. $s go 


comforts, did thus vent his mind: The Lord gave, and the Lord hath ta- 
ken away ; bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 

11. Abſtaining trom all irregular and unworthy courſes toward the 
removal, or redreſs of our croſles ; chuſfing rather to abide quietly un- 
der their preſſure, than by any unwarrantable means to relieve or relaxe 


our ſelyes ; contentedly wearing, rather than violently breaking our yoke, 
- or 
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or #ur/ting our bonds ; rather continuing poor, than ſtriving to enrich our 

ſelves by traud or rapine ; rather lying under contempt, than by ſinfull 

or ſordid compliances attempting to gain the. favour-and reſpeCt of men ; 

rather embracing the meaneſt condition, than labouring by any turbu- 

tent, unjuſt, or uncharitable practices to amplifie our eſtate; rather en 
during any inconvenience, or diſtreſs, than ſetting axr faces toward E- Jer. 42. 5. 
yypt, or having recourſe to any ſuccpur, which God difalloweth ; ac- 

cording to what is implied in that reprehenfion of St. Paul, Now there- 1 Cor. 6. 7. 
fore it tis utterly a fault among you, becauſe ye go to Law one with another, 

Why do ye not rather. take wrong; why do ye not rather ſuffer your ſelves 

to be defrauded 2 and in that advice of St. Peter ; Let them that ſuffer 1 er. 4. 19, 
according to the will of God, commit the keeping of their ſouls to him in 
well-doing, as unto a faithfull creatour, Oe 

12. A fair behaviour toward the inſtruments and abettors of our af- 
fliction ; thoſe who broughs us into it, or who detain us under it, by 
keeping off relief, or ſparing to yield the ſuccour which we might ex- 
pea ; the forbearing to expreſs any wrath or diſpleaſure, to exerciſe a- 
ny revenge, to retain any grugge, or enmity toward them ; but.rather 
even upon that ſcore bearing” good-will, and ſhewing kindneſs unto 
them ; unto them, not onely as to our brethren, whom according to 
the general law of charity we are bound to love, but as to the Servants 
of God in this particular caſe, or as to the inſtruments of his pleaſure to- 
ward us; conſidering that by maligning or miſchieting them, we do ſig- 
nify ill reſentment of God's dealings with us, and in effe& through their 
ſides, do wound his Providence: thus did the pzous Xing demean him- 
ſelf, when he was bitterly reproached, and curſed. by Shimez ; not ſuf- : 5am. -5. ;; 
fering (upon this accompt) any harm or requital to be offered to him; 
thus did the holy Apoſtles, who being reviled did bleſs, being perſecuted i cor. 4. ©; 
did bear it, being defamed did entreat ; thus did our Lord deport him- 

{elf toward his ſpitefull Adverſaries, who being reviled did not revile | ver. 2. 14. 
again 3 when he ſuffered did not threaten, but committed it to him that 3: 9- 
judlgeth righteoufly. | 

13. Particularly in regard to thoſe, who by injurious and offenſive 
uſage, do provoke us ; patience importeth, Oe” 

1. That we be not haſtily, over-eaſily, not immoderately, not pertt- 
naciouſly incenſed with anger toward them ; according to thoſe divine 
Precepts, and Aphoriſms; Be ſow t» wrath; Be 
not haſty in thy ſpirit to be angry ; for anger reſteth na wt 143 17, by 
#n the Lofome of fools. Give place to wrath (that is . Rom. 12. 19. 
remove it.) Let af! bitterneſs, ana wrath, and an- Eph. 4. 31, 26. Coloſl, 3. 8. 
ger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking be put away from Mat 5: 21, 24+ 

you, with all malice. Ceaſe / es anger, let go diſpleag Pal. 37. 8. 
Jure, fret not thy ſelf any-wiſe tv dve evil. To nn 

-2. That we do not in our hearts harbour any. il-will, or ill-wiſhes, or 
ill-defigns toward them, but that we truly deſire their good, and pur- 
poſe to further it, as we ſhall have ability and occaſion ; according to 
that Law (even charged on the Fews,) Thou ſhalt not bear any. grudge Levic. rg. 18. 
againſt the children of thy people ; but thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy 
felf; and according to that noble. command of our Saviour ;. Love your Mars. 5. 44- 
enemies, pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. He 37» 
- 3. That in effe& we do not execute any revenge, or for requital doe 
any miſchief to them, either in word or deed ; but for their reproaches 
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exchange bleſſings ( or good words and wiſhes) for their outrages repay 
Matt. 5. 44, benefits, and good turrs ; according to thoſe Evangelical Rules ; Doe 
39. good to them that hate you, Bleſs them that curſe you : Bleſs them that per- 
Rom. 12. 14- - , as 
r Theſl«.15. ſecute you, bleſs and curſe net : See that none render evil for evil : Be pi- 
1 Pet. 3- 9- tifull, be courteous, not rendring evil for evil, or railing for railing, but 
Rove 25-21* contrariwiſe bleſſing : If thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirſt, 'give 
Prov. 24 2 him drink : Say not 1 will doe to hqm as he hath done to me; I will render 
20.22. to the man according to his work - Say thou not 1 will recompence evil, but 

wait on the Lord, and he ſhall ſave thee. 

I4. In fine, Patience doth include and produce a general meeknelſs 
and kindneſs of affection, together with an enlarged ſweetneſs, and plea- 
ſantneſs in converſation and carriage toward all men ; implying, that, 
how hard ſoever our cafe, how ſorry or fad our condition is, we are 
not therefore 4ngry with the World, becauſe we do not thrive, or flou- 
riſh in it; that we are not diſſatisfied, or diſguſted with the proſperous 
eſtate of other men ; that we are not become ſullen or froward toward 
any man, becauſe his fortune excelleth ours; bur that rather we do re- 

Rom. 12.15. force with them that rejoice ; we do figd complacence, and delight in 
their good ſucceſs, we borrow fatisfatfon and pleaſure from their en- 
joyments. 7 

In theſe and the like a&s, the practice of this vertue (a vertue, which 
all men, in this ſtate of inward weakneſs, and outward trouble, ſhall 
have much need and frequent occaſion to exerciſe) conſiſteth ; unto 
which practice, even Philoſophy, natural reaſon, and common ſenſe do 
ſuggeſt many inducements ; the tenour of our holy Faith and Religion 
do ſupply more and better ; but nothing can more clearly dire&, or 
more powerfully excite thereto, than that admirable example, by which 
our Text doth.enforce it : ſome principal of thoſe rational inducements 
we ſhall curſorily touch, then infiſt upon this example. 
. It will generally induce us to bear patiently all things incident, if we 
conſider, That it is the natural right and prerogative of God to diſpoſe 
of all things, to aſſign our ſtation here, and allot our portion to us ; 
whence it is a moſt wrongfull inſolence in us, by complaining of our 
ſtate, to conteſt his right, or impeach his management thereof; That 
we are obliged to God's free bounty for numberleſs great benefits and ta- 
vours; whence it is vile ingratitude to be diſpleaſed tor the want of ſome 
lefler inconveniences ; That God pals undertaken, and promiſed to 
ſupport and ſuccour us, it is a heinous aftront to diſtruſt him, and conſe- 
neg to be diſlatisfied with our condition; That ſeeing God doth in- 
itely better underſtand what is good for us, than we can do; he is 
better affected toward us, and more truly loveth us than we doour ſelves; 
he with an unqueſtjpnable right hath an uncontrollable power to diſpoſe 
of us, it is bogs reaſonable to acquieſce in his choice of our ſtate ; That 
ſince we have no claim toany good, or any pleaſure, and thence in with- 
holding any; no wrong is done to us, tis unjuſt and frivolous to mur- 
mur, or grumble; fince we are, by nature, God's ſervants, it 1s fit the 
#ppointment of our rank, our garb, our diet, all our accommodations, 
and employments in his family, ſhould be left entirely to his diſcretion 
and pleaſure; That we being grievous ſinners, /e/s than the leaſt of God's 
mercies, meriting no good, but deſerving fore puniſhment from him, 
it is juſt, that we ſhould be highly content and thankfull for any thing 
on this fide death and damnation ; That our afflitions, being the na- 
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tural fruits and reſults of our choice, or voluntary miſcarriages,” it is rea- 
ſonable we ſhould blame our ſelves rather than pick quarrels with Pro- 
vidence for them. That our condition, be it what it will, cannot, be- 
ing duly eſtimated, be extremely bad, or inſupportably grievous; for that 
as no condition here is perfeQaly and purely good (not deficient in ſome 
accommodations, not blended with ſome troubles) ſo there is norie that 
hath not its conveniences and comforts ; for that it is our fond conceits; 
our froward humours, our perverſe behaviours, which create the mi(- 
chiefs adherent to any ſtate ; for that alſo how forlorn ſoever our caſe is, 
we cannot fail, if we pleaſe, of a capacity to enjoy goods far more than 
countervailing all poſlible want of theſe goods, or preſence of theſe e- 
vils ; we may have the uſe of our reaſon, a good conſcience, hope in 
God, aſſurance of God's love and favour, abundance of fpiritual bleſ- 
ſings here, and a certain title to eternal glory and bliſs hereafter; which 
if we can have, our condition cannot be deemed uncomfortable. That 
indeed our adverſity is a thing very good and wholſome, very profita- 
ble and deſirable, as a means of breeding, improving and exerciſing 
the beſt vertues, of preparing us for, and entitling us to the beſt re- 
wards. That our ſtate cannot ever be deſperate, our adverſity probably 
may not be laſting (there being no connexion between the preſent and 
the future, viciſlitudes being frequent, all things depending on the ar- 
bitrary diſpenſation of God, who doth always pity us, and is apt to re- 
lieve us. ) That. however our affliction will not outlive our ſelves, and 
certainly muſt ſoon expire with our life. That this world 1s not a place 

_ of perfe@ convenience, or pure delight ; we come not hither to doe our 

will, or enjoy our pleaſure, we are not born to make laws, or pick our 
condition here ; but that ?rouble is natural and proper to us (We are bory x,y, ,.,. 
thereto, as the ſparks fly upwards. ) No tribulation ſeiſeth us, but ſuch 
as is humane ; whence 'tis reaſonable that we contentedly bear the croſles 
ſutable to our nature and ſtate. That no adverſity is in kind, or degree, 
peculiar to us, but if we ſurvey the conditions of other men (of our bre- 
thren every where, of our neighbours all about us) and compare our 
caſe with theirs, we ſhall find, that we have many conſorts, and afſo- 
ciates in adverſity, moſt as ill, many far worſe beſtead than our felves ; 
whence it mult be a great fondneſs and perverſeneſs to be diſpleaſed that 
we are not exempted from, but expoſed to bear a ſhare in the common 
troubles and burthens of mankind. That it hath particularly been the 
lot of the beſt men (perſons moſt excellent in vertue, and moſt deep in 
God's favour) to ſuſtain adverſity ; and it therefore becometh us willingly 
and chearfully to accept it. That, in fine, patience it ſelf is the beſt re- 
medy to eaſe us in, to reſcue us from adverſity; for it cannot much an- 
noy us, if we bear it patiently, God will, in mercy, remove it, if we 
pleaſe him, by demeaning our ſelves well under it; but that impatience 
doth not at all conduce to our relief , doth indeed exaſperate, and aug- 
ment our pain: Such conſiderations may induce us to a patience in ge» 
neral reſpeCing all ſorts of evil. 

There are alſo reaſons particularly diſpoſing to bear injuries and con- 
tumelies-from men calmly and meekly, without unmoderate wrath, ran- 
corous hatred, or ſpitefull revenge toward them: Becauſe they do pro- 
ceed from divine providence, diſpoſing or permitting them (for the trial 
of our patience, the abaſing our ws the exerciſing of ſome other ver- 


tues, or for other good purpoles) to fall upon us: Becauſe NEL 
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of thiſdemeanours committed againſt us doth not appertain to us; we 
not being competent Judges of them, nor rightfuli executors of tle pu- 
niſhments due to them ; God having reſerved to himſelf the right of 
Row. 12-19. deciſion, and power of execution : Yergeance i mine, ſaith the Lord, I 
os 103” will repay it, Becauſe we are obliged to interpret charitably the actions 
32. 35, ; ; = 7 ; SEP 
36. of our neighbour, ſuppoſing his miſcarriages to proceed from infirmity, 
Vid. Tert. de (, 5m miſtake, or from ſome cauſe, which we ſhould be rather inclinable 
pat. Cap. 10. eg | ns: h WEIR 
to Excuſe, than to proſecute with hatred, or revenge. Becauſe indeed 
our neighbours moſt culpable offences, as iſſuing from diſtemper of mind, 
are more reafonably the objects of compaſlion, and charity, than of an- 
per, of il]-will. Becauſe we are bound to forgiveall injuries by the com- 
mand of God, and in conformity to his example, who paſſeth by innu- 
Pal. 145. 8. merable moſt heinous offences committed againſt himſelf: Grattows i the 
85.15. Cord, and full of compaſſion, ſlow to anger, and of great mercy ; long:ſuf- 
fering, and plenteous in mercy and truth ; {0 mult we be alſo, it we will 
be like him, or pleaſe him. Becauſe we our ſelves, being ſubject to in- 
cur the ſame faults in kind, or greater in value, do need much pardon, 
and ſhould thence be ready to allow it unto others ; both in equity, and 
Mart, 18. 32+ 111 gratitude toward God ; leſt that in the Goſpel be applied to us; O 7hox 
wicked ſervant, T forgave thee all that debt, becauſe thou defiredſt me ; 
Shonldſt not thoa alſo have had compaſſion upon thy fellow ſervant, even as 
T had pity on thee > Becauſe God hath made it a necellary condition of our 
obtaining mercy ; promiſing us favour if we yield it, menacing us ex- 
Mart. 6. 14- fremity, if we refuſe it: 7f ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your heavenly 
HOOn 3s. father will alſo forgive you ; But if ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes, ne:- 
Mark 11. 25. they wiff your father Rrehor your treſpaſſes. Becauſe our neighbour ſuf- 
fering by our revenge in any manner (in his body, intereſt, or reputa- 
tion) doth not any-wiſe profit us, or benefit our eſtate, but needleſly 
doth multiply and encreafe the ſtock of miſchief in the World ; yea com- 
monly doth bring farther evil upon our ſelves, provoking him to go on 
in offending us, rendring him more implacably bent againſt us, enga- 
g1ng us oorttiely deeper in ftrite and trouble : Becauſe no wrong, no 


« 


diſgrace, no prejudice we can receive from men is of much conſequence 
to us, if our mind be not diſorder'd, if we are free from thoſe bad paſ- 
ſions, which really are the worſt evils that can befall us. Becauſe, in 
fine, impatience it ſelf is inſignificant, and ineffeftual to any good pur- 
Ob of poſe ; or rather produceth ill effects ; It doth not 
ee 16 941%: ciire our wound, or aſſwage our grief; it removerh 
pak > no inconvenience, nor repaireth any damage we 
b bed yur ago on dolebo; #1 have received; but rather enflameth our diſtemper, 
| a  _ and ageravateth our pain ; more really indeed mo- 
- leſting and hurting us, than the injury or diſcourtefie which cauſeth it : 

Thus briefly doth reaſon diftate to'us the praftice of all patience. 
But the example propoſed by the Apoſtle here, and otherwhere by 
Phil. 2. 5s Saint Paul (Let the ſame mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus —) 
Heb. 12.1,2- by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ( Let us ran with patience the race thax 
is ſet before us, Looking unto Feſus the authour and finiſher of our faith—) 
Mart. 11. 29. by our Lord himſelf (Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly) that doth 
in a more hvely manner expreſs how in ſuch caſes we ſhould deport our 
felves, and moſt firongly engapeth us to comply with duties of this na- 
ture, Let us now therefore deſcribe it, and recommend it. to your con- 

fideration. 
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The example of our Lord was indeed in this kind the moſt remarkable 4 Terrun, 
that ever was preſented, the moſt perfect that can be imagined : He Par. c. 3. 
was, above all expreſſion, a may of ſorrows amd acquainted with grief ; + gring 
he did undertake, as to perform the beſt works, ſo to endure the worft If. 53: 3 
accidents, to which humane nature is ſubje& ; his whole life being no 
other than one continual exerciſe of patience, and meeknefs, in all the 

parts, and to the utmoſt degrees of them : If we trace the footſteps of 

s #His life, from the ſordid Manger to the bloudy Croſs, we ſhall not be 
able to obſerve any matter of complacence, ſcarce any of comfort (in 
reſpeCt to his natural or worldly ſtate) to have befallen him. 

His parentage was mean, to appearance, and his birth, i all exte- 
riour circumſtances, deſpicable : 1s not thu the Carpenter's Soy 2 Were Matt. 13. 55; 
words of contempt and offence, upon all occaſions thrown upon him. - "rh 

His life was ſpent not onely in continual labour, af reſtleſs travel, 
but/in hard poverty, yea in extreme penury , beneath the ſtate;- not 
onely of the meaneſt Men, but of the moſt ſhifting Beaſts : 7he foxes Mart. 8. 20, 
have holes, and the birds of the air have nefts, but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay hw head. | 

For his neceffary ſuſtenance we find him often deftitute of ordinary mar. 21. 18, 

proviſion (as when he ſought food from the barren Fig-tree) often in- 19. 
dehted for it to the courteſie, and (as'it were) alms of rhe vileſt people, fam, retimve 
of Publicans and Sinners : fo $i hu tniwyduo, he was (as the Apoſtle «oo mri 
ſaity) a beggar for w. SE 23 waa 

Yet may we never perceive him any-wife diſcontented with, or com- 
plainng of his condition ; not diſcouraged, or depreſſed in ſpirit there- 
by, n« ſolicitouſly endeavouring any correQion or change thereof; but 
willingiy embracing it, heartily acquieſcing therein ; and, notwithſtan- 
ding all ts inconveniences, chearfully diſcharging his duties, vigorouſly 
purſuing his main deſigns of procuring 'glory to God, -and benefit to 
men. LD &\ 

Nor did he onely with content undergo the incommodities of a poor 
eſtate, but he was ſurrounded with continual dangers ; the moſt power- 
full men of thoſe times (enraged with envy, ambition and avarice) de- 
ſperately maligning him ; and being inceſſantly attentive upon all occa- 

tons to moleſt, hurt and deſtroy him': 7he world (as he faith himſelf, John 15. 18, 
that is, all the powerfull and formidable part of the World) hating me ; 
Yet did not this any-wiſe diſmay, or diftemper him, nor cauſe him ei- 
ther to repine at his condition, or decline. his duty. He utterly diſre- 
oarded all their ſpitefull machinations, perſiſting uinmoveable in the pro- 
ſecution of his pious and charitable undertakings, to the admiration of 
thoſe who obſerved his demeanour : 7s »ot this he (ſaid they) whom they jun 7. 25, 

ſeek to kill > but lo he ſpeaketh boldly. CS 

He did indeed ſometimes opportunely ſhun their fury, and prudently Luke 4. 3s. 
did elude their ſnares, but never went violently to repell them, or to Marr. =: 27- 
execute any revenge for them ; improving the wonderfull power he was ** 6 
endued with, altogether to the advantage of mankind, never to the bane 
or hurt of his malitious enemies. . 

Senſible enough he was of the cauſeleſs hatred they bare him ; ( &ui- = 
oozy jk Bugezy, They, faid he, have hated me for zothing; and of their john 15. 25. 1 
extreme ingratitude ; yet never could he be provoked ta reſent, or requite 4 
their dealing ; fee how mildly he did expoſtulate the caſe with them ; 

Then (faith St. John) the Jews took up flones to ſtone him + Feſus anſwered John 10. 32. 


them, 
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them, Many good things have I ſhewed you from my Father, for which of 
thoſe. do ye ſtone me #. x: C9” | 

'Tobe extremely hated, and inhumanely perſecuted without any fault 
committed, or juſt occaſion offered, is greatly incenſive, of humane pal 
ſion; but for the. pureſt, and ſtrongeſt good-will, for the moſt unex- 
preſſible beneficence, to be recompenced with moſt virulent reproaches, 
moſt-odious ſlanders, moſt outrageous miſuſages, How exceeding-was 
that meekneſs, which without any ſignification of regret, or diſguſt, 
could endure it ? 

Mart. 23-37- Out of moſt tender charity, and ardent deſire of their ſalvation, he in- 
ſtructed them, - and inſtilled heavenly doEtrine into their minds, what 
thanks, what reward did he receive for that great favour ? to be re- 

John 7. 12. - puted, and reported an Impoſtour : ave 7 oyAw, he (laid they) 'doth 

it. 27-93 71npoſe upon the people. T, 

He took occaſion. to impart the great bleſling of pardon for fin to 
ſome of them, confirming his authority of doing it by a miraculous 
work of goodneſs; How did they reſent fuch an obligation 2 by. ac- 

Matt.9.3,59c. Compting him a Blaſphemer : Behold ( faith Saint Matthew) certain of 

E the Scribes ſaid within themſelves, this man blaſphemeth + which moſi 

' harſh and uncharitable cenſure of theirs he did not fiercely reprehend, 
but calmly diſcuſſed, and refuted by a clear reaſoning ; 71 0+ pucich 70- 
+ meg» ; Wherefore conceive ye evil in your hearts ; for whether  eafier to 

Ingratos cura- ſay, thy fins are forgiven thee, or to ſay, ariſe and walk? that is, 's it 

hrs ln not credible that he, who can pertorm the one, may diſpenſe the 

Tert. other 2? £ 

He freed them from moſt grievous diſeaſes, yea reſcued them from 

As 10. 38. the greateſt miſchief poſſible in nature , being poſſeſſed by the un- 
clean. Fiend ; How did they entertain this mighty benefit, by moſt hor- 
rible: calumny accuſing him of Sorcery, or conſpiracy with the Devil 

Matt. 9- 34- himſelf > 7The Phariſees ſaid, he caſteth out Devils by the Prince of the 

12:24 Devils: yea thence attributing to him the very name and title of the 

Matt. 10. 25. grand Devil : If they have called the Maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how 
mach more ({hall they defame) them of hi houſhold 2 Yet this moſt in- 

jurious defamation he no otherwiſe rebuketh, than by a mild diſcourſe, 

Matt, 12. 25, ſtrongly confuting it ; Every XKingdom (faid he) divided againſt it ſelf 

f s brought to deſolation —-and if Satan caft out Satan, he u divided a- 
gainſt himſelf ; how then ſhall his Kingdom ſtand ? that is, the Devil bet- 
ter 7 on his intereſt, than to aſſiſt any man in diſpoſſeſſing 
himſelf. | | | 

He did conſtantly labour in reclaiming them from errour and fin, in 
converting them to God and goodneſs, in propoſing fair overtures of 
grace and mercy to them, in ſhewing them by word and practice the 
ture way to happineſs ; What iſſue was there of all his care and pains ? 

| What but negle&, diſtruſt, diſappointment, rejection of himſelf, of 

John 12. 38. what he faid, and what he did 2 Who hath believed our report, and to 

whom hath the arme of the Lord been revealed ? was a Prophecy, abun- 

dantly verified by their carriage toward him. 
.Thelſe, and the like uſages, which he perpetually did encounter, he 
conſtantly received without any paſſionate diſturbance of mind, any 
bitter reflexions upon that Generation, any revengetull enterpriſes againſt 
them ; yea requited them with continued earneſtneſs of hearty deſires, 
and laborious endeavours for their good. - 


germ. X. Of Patience. 119 
_ We might obſerve the ingratefull diſreſpeCts of his own Countreymen, 
and Kindred toward him, which he pafſeth over without any grievous 
diſdain ; rather excuſing it, by noting that entertainment to have been 
-no peculiar accident to himſelf, but uſual.co all of like employment ; No Luke 4. 24. 
Prophet (faid he) t acceptable in his own Coantrey. UF IF 37 
We might alſo mention his patient ſuffering re-  ,,, ;;; 14 una; os | 
pulſes from ſtrangers; as when being refuſed ad- pee noluerat iratus eft, is Eck dif 
mittance into a Samar#tane Village, and his Diſciples 2 angie wm Oo" Ines 
being incenſed with that rude diſcourteſie, . would T 7 bad 
have fire called down from Heaven to confume thoſe Churls, he re- 
{trained their unadviſed wrath, and thus expreſſed his admirable meek- 
neſs ; The Son of man is not come to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them. Luke g. 3, 
We might likewiſe remark his meek comporting with the ſtupid and 5*: 
* perverſe incredulity of his Diſciples, notwithſtanding ſo many preg- *Luke g. 4r. 
nant, and palpable inducements continually. exhibited tor confirmation M27: 17: 
of their faith ; the which he no otherwiſe, than ſometime gently, ad- 7e;, NN 
monitheth them of, faying, 7? SM t5e, GAryimsa ; Why are ye fearful, ficams aſper- 
O ye of little faith > Fuyfmss, ni tires; O thou of ſmall faith, why 7; 
aid/t thou doubt 2 | E 2 Mat 8.26; 
What ſhould IT inſiſt on theſe, although very remarkable inſtances 2 '# 3": 
ſince that one ſcene of his moſt grievous ( ſhall I ſay, or glorious) paſſi- 
on doth repreſent unto us a perfeCt, and moſt lively image of the higheſt 
patience and meekneſs poſſible: of the greateſt ſorrow that ever was or 
could be, yet of a patience ſurmounting it ; of the extremeſt malice that 
ever was conceived, yet of a charity overſwaying it ; of injury moſt in- 
tolerable, yet of a meekneſs willingly and ſweetly bearing it ; There 
may we obſerve the greateſt provocarions from all hands'to paſſionate a- 
nimoſity of ſpirit, and intemperate heat of ſpeech, yet no diſcovery of 
he diſorderly, angry , or revengefull thought, the leaſt raſh, bit- 
ter, or reproachfull word, but all undergone with cleareſt ſerenity of 
mind, and ſweetneſs of carriage toward all perſons, -. | 
To Judas, who betrayed him, How doth he addreſs himſelf? Doth 
he uſe ſuch terms as the Man deſerved, or as paſſion would have ſugge- 
ſted, and reaſon would not have difallowed ; Did he fay, Thou moſt 
perfidious villain, thou monſter of iniquity and ingratitude ; thou deſpe- 
rately wicked wretch ; Doſt thou, prompted by thy baſe covetouſneſ, 
treacherouſly attempt to ruine thy gratious Maſter, and beſt Friend; thy 
moſt benign and bountifull Saviour 2 No, ih ſtead of fuch proper.lan- 


. 


guage, he uſeth the moſt courteous and endearing terms : *Eraiee, #p' & Mat. 25. 5c 
: Friend (or companion) for what doft thou come; Or what 1s 

thy buſineſs here? a tacite charitable warning there is to reflet upon 

his unworthy and wicked ation, but nothing apparent of wrath, or re- 

roach. | | 42 

s From his own diſciples and ſervants, who had beheld his many mi- 

raculous works, and were indebted to him for the greateſt favours, he 

reaſonably might have expeRed a moſt fairhfull adherence, and moſt di- 

ligent attendance on him in that junQure; yet he found them careleſs, 

and flothifull : What then? How did he take itz Was he angry, did he 

upbraid, did he ſtorm at them? Did he threaten to diſcard them? No; 

he onely firſt gently admoniſheth them : What, could ye not watch one hour Mats, 36, 40, 

with me? then a little exciteth them, Watch and pray, that ye enter not 45 

znto temptation+ he withall ſuggeſteth an excuſe for their gy 5 _y 

ulneſs ; 
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_ dulneſs; The Spirit is wilting, but the fleſh is weak; in tine, he indul- 
geth to their weaknels, letting them alone, and ſaying, x#-9d9rrt Avinrds, 
Sleep on now nd take your reſt. TS es Ei 

Matt. 26, 31: When he foreſaw they would be offended at his (to appearance)-dif- 

aſtrous eſtate, and fearfully would deſert him, he yer expreſſed no indig- 

nation againſt them, or decreaſe of affetion toward them upon that 

ow: but Gmply mentioneth it, as unconcerned in'it, and not affe&ted 
ereby. 1 | 

A the unworthy Apoſtaſie of that diſciple, whom he had eſpecially 

favoured and dignified, he onely did mildly forewarn him of, requiting 

It foreſeen by Bo promiſe of his own effe&ual prayers for his ſupport 

Luke 22.61, and recovery; and when St. Peter had committed that heinous fa&t, 

eg 1, Our good Lord.onely /ooked on him with an eye of charity and compalii- 

par fibres. _ on; which more efhicaciouſly ſtruck him, than the moſt dreadfull threat; 

| orſharp reprehenfion conld have done ; Peter thereupon wen? out, and 
wept bitterly. ” LN Gs 

When the. High-Prieſts officer, upon no reaſonable occaſion, did in- 

jurionſly atd ignominiouſly ſtrike him, he returned onely this mild ex- 

John 18. 23. Poſtulation : If T have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the evil; _ If well, why 

Cypr. Ep-55- ſmiteſt thou me ? that is, I adviſe thee to proceed in a fair and legal way 

_ me, not to deal thus boiſterouſly and wrongfully, to thy own 
arm. | 

Even carefull and tender hewas of thoſe, who were the inſtruments of 

his ſuffering ; he proteRted them from harm, who conducted him to ex- 

Luke 22: 51, ECUtion ; as We ſee in the caſe of the High-Prieſts ſervant, whom (with 

on more zeal, than-wherewith he ever regarded his own fafety ) he defen- 

ded from the fury of his own friend, and cured of the wounds received 
in the way of petſecuting himſelf. | 

All his demeanour under that great trial was perfe&ly calm, not the 
leaft regret, or relutancy of mind, the leaſt contradiction, or obloquy 
of ſpeech appearing therein ; ſuch it was as became he lamb of Gotl, 
who was to take away the ſins of the world, by a willing oblation of him- 
ſelf ;: ſuch as did exa&tly correſpond to the ancient Prophecies ; Ze was 
oppreſſed, and he was afflitted, yet he opened not his mouth ; he was brought 
as a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before the ſhearer is dumb, ſo 

Iſz. 50.6. he opened not his mouth; and, 1 gave my back tothe ſmiters, and my cheeks 

to them that plucked off the hair ; I hid not my face from ſhame aud ſpit- 
ting. | 

Kicither did the wrongfull ſlanders deviſed and alledged againſt him 

by ſuborned witneſſes, nor the virulent inveRtives of the Prieſts, nor the 
barbarous clamours of the people, nor the contemptuous ſpitting upon 
him, and buffeting him, nor the cruel ſcorgings, nor the contumelious 
mockeries, nor all the bloudy tortures inflicted upon him, wring from 
him one fyllable importing any diſſatisfa&tivn in his caſe; any wrath con- 
ceived for his miſuſages, any grudge or ilwill in his mind toward his 
perſecutours; but on the contrary, inſtead of hatred and revenge he de- . 
clared the greateſt kindneſs and: charity toward them, raying heartily 
to.God his Father for the pardon of their fins. Inſtead of aggravating 
their crime and injury againſt him, he did in a ſort extenuate and excuſe 

Liike 23- 34 it, by conſideration of their ighorance and miſtake: Lord, (faid he, in 
the height of his ſufferings) forgive them, for they know not what they 

doe: The life they fo violently bereaved him of, he did willingly n 
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to lay down for the ranſome of their lives; the bloud they ſpilt he with- 
ed'to be a ſalutary balſame for their wounds and maladies ; he moſt 
chearfully did offer himſelf by their hands a ſacrifice tor their offences. 
No ſmall part of his afflitions was a ſenſe of their ſo grievouſly diſplea- 
ſing God, and pulling miſchief on their own heads, a forefight'of his 
kind antentions being truſtrated by their obſtinate incredulity and im 
nitence, a reflexion upon that inevitable vengeance, which from the di- 
vine juſtice would attend them ; this foreſeen did work in him a diſtaſt- 
full ſenſe, (more grievous than what his own pain could-produce) and 
drew from him tears of compaſſion (ſuch as no reſentment of his own 
caſe could extort) for, When he was come near he beheld the City, and Lake 19.41. 
wept over it, ſaying ; O that thou hadſt known, even thon, at leaſt in this 13% 34 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace. : 
 g If ever he did expreſs any commotion of: mind 1n reference to this 
matter, 1t was onely then when one of his friends, out of a blind fond- 
neſs of affeCtion did preſume to diſſuade him from undergoing theſe evils; 1 
then indeed being ſomewhat moved with: indignation he ſaid to St. Pe- 4 
ter, Get thee-behind me, Satan, for thiu'art an offence uito me ; for Matt. 16. 23- 3 
thou ſavoureſt not the things that be of God,” but thoſe that be of men. 

Neither was it out of a ſtupid infenſibility or ſtuBborn reſolution that 
he did thus behave himſelf ; for he had'a moſt + ge ſenſe of all thoſe marr. 26. 37, 
grievances, and a ſtrong (natural) averfation from undergoing them; 35; 
as thoſe dolorous agonies wherewith he ſtruggled ; thoſe deadly groans John Rf 
he uttered ; thoſe ,monſtrous lumps of bloud he ſwet out; rhoſe earneft Marr. 26. 39. 
prayers he made to be freed from them, declare ;+ but from a perfedt ** 57 
ſubmiſſion to the divine will, and entire command over. his paſſions,” an 
exceſſive charity toward mankind this patient'and meek behaviour did 
ſpring : The Cup which my father hath given me, ſhall I not arink it ? © John 18. ix. 
my Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs not as 96a 26. 39. 
I will, but as thou wilt ; ' Let not my will, but thine be done. No man ta- pores mY 
keth away my life, but IT lay it down of my\own accord; I will give my fleſh 5. $1- 
for the life of the world; So doth our Lord himſelf expreſs the true grounds 
of this paſſion and his patience. ae 2 Ts 

.Such is the example of our Lord ;' the ſerious conſideration whereof 
how can it otherwiſe than work patience and meekneſs in us ; If He, that 
was'the Lord of glory (infinitely excellent. in dignity and vertue) did fo 
readily embrace, did ſo contentedly endure ſuch extremities of penury, 
hardſhip, difgrace and pain, how can we refuſe them or'repine at:them ? 
can'we pretend ta a better lot than he received, 'or preſume that God 
muſt deal better with us than he did with his own deareſt.Son 2 1Can we 
be:diſpleaſed at a conformity to our Lord-and Maſter? Can we without 
ſhame affe@ to live more ſplendidly, or to fare-more deliciouſly than the 
choſe to doe? Shall we fret or wail, becauſe our defires/are croſſed, our 
projects defeated, our intereſts any-wiſe'prejudiced z-whenas his moſt 
earneſt defires, and his moſt painfull endeavours had ſo little of due. 
and deſired ſucceſs: when He was ever ready, and:had:fſo.conſtant occa- 
tionito ſay, Ler not my will be done ? Can we deſpiſe that ſtate of:mean- 
neſs'and forrow which He from the higheſt ſublimities.of glory and bea- 
tirade was'pleaſed to ſtoop unto? Can we take our ſelves tor thewant of 
any pretent conveniences or comforts to' bewretched; whenas the/foun» Luke 14, 27. 
tain of all: happineſs, was deſtitute of all fuch things, and fearce did e- WE 
ver taſte any worldly pleaſure? Are we tit. or worthy to be his a jo "OR 
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Heb. 5.8, If we will not take up his croſs and follow him ; if we will not go to his 
School (that School wherein-he is taid himſelf to have learnt obedience;) 
if we will not con that leſſon which he ſo loudly hath read out, and 
tranſcribe that copy which he fo fairly hath ſet before us ; Can we pre- 
tend to thoſe great benefits, thoſe high privileges, thoſe rich and ex- 
cellent rewards, which he hath attained for us, and which he propoſeth 
Heb. 2. 9,10. tO US, if we will not go on toward them in that way of patience which 

Plul. 2.5 he hath trod before us? | 
Heb. 12.3 Canwe allo, if we confider him that endureth ſuch contradidtion of fin- 
ners, be tranſported with any wrathfull or revengetull paſſion, upon any 
Quim gravis Provatation om our brethren 2 Can we hope, or with for better uſage 
cauſa fit bo. from men than our Lord did ever find? Can we be much diſpleaſed 
= pk " with any man for thwarting our defires or intereſts, for diſſenting from 
ati ole ci our conceits, for croſſing our humours, whenas he (to whom all reſpg&t 
792% and obſervance was due) did meet with fo little regard or compliance 
Ge. Cypr. - in any way ; continually did encounter repulſes, diſappointments, op- 
Ep. 56 poſitions trom the perverſe and ſpitefull world 2 Can we be very jealous 
of our credit, or furious when our imaginary honour (honour, that we 
never really deſerved, or can juſtly claim, being guilty of ſo many great 
faults and fins) is fouched with the leaſt diſgracetull reflexion, it we do 
well obſerve and mind, that the,moſt truly, and indeed onely honoura- 
ble perſonage (onely honourable, becauſe onely innocent perſon) that 
_ ever was, had his reputation aſperſed by the moſt odious reproaches, 
which deepeſt envy and malice could deviſe, without any grievous re- 
ſentment, or. being ſolicitous otherwiſe to aſſert or clear it than by a 
conſtant filence?.:Can we be exaſperated by every petty affront, (real 
or ſuppoſed) when the moſt: noble, moſt courteous, - moſt obliging per- 
ſon that ever breathed upon earth was treacherouſly expoſed to violence 
by his own ſervant; ſhamefully:deſerted by his own moſt beloved friends, 
deſpitefully treated. by thoſe whom he never had offended, by thoſe up- 
on whom he had heaped the greateſt benefits, without expreſſing any 
anger or diſpleaſure againſt them, but yielding many ſignal teſtimonies 
of tendereſt pity and love toward them? Can we ſee our Lord treated 
like a ſhave anda thief, without any diſturbance or commotion of heart ; 
and we vile wretches upon every ſlight occaſion ſwell with fierce difdain, 
pour. forth reproachfull language, execute horrible miſchief upon our 
brethren? He indeed was ſurrounded with injuries and affronts; every 
ſin that ſince the foundation of things hath been committed was an of- 
fence againſt him, and a burthen upon him ; (God laid upon him the ini- 
quities of us al) ſo many declated enemies, ſo many rebels, ſo many 
perſecutours, ſo many murtherers he had as there have lived men inthe 
world; tor every ſinner did in truth conſpire to his affliction and deſtruc- 
tion ;:we all in-effe&t did betray him, did accuſe him, did mock, did 
ſcourge, did pierce and crucifie him ; yet he forgave all offences, he di- 
Rom. 5. 6, 8, Ed for all perſons; while we were yet enemies, yet ſinners he died for us, 
ai to reſcue us from death and miſery : And ſhall we not then in imitation 
of him, for his dear ſake, in gratitude, reſpe& and obedience to him, be 
Retendamus TEAdy to bear the infirmities of our brethren, to forgive any ſmall wrongs 
lt patien- or offences from them ; whatever they doe to us, to love them, and 
wo 9ab% je doe them what good we can? If fo, admirable a pattern of patience and 
dependit, meekneſs ſo immenſe cannot, what is there that can oblige or move 
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Rejoice evermore. 


 Ejoice evermore ! O good Apoſtle, how acceptable rules doſt 

thou preſcribe ? O bleſſed God, how gratious Laws doſt thou 

impoſe ? this is a Rule to which one would think all men ſhould 

be forward to conform ; *This is a Law, which it may ſeem ſtrange 

that any man ſhould find in his heart to diſobey : for what can any Soul 

deſire more than to be always on the merry pin, or to lead a life in con- 

tinual alacrity 2 who readily would not embrace a duty,” the obſervance 

whereof is not onely pleaſant, but pleaſure it felf > who 1s ſo wild as to 
affect a ſin, which hath nothing in it but diſeaſe and diſguſt ? 

That joy ſhould be injoined, that fadneſs ſhould be prohibited, may 
it not be a plauſible exception againſt ſuch a Precept, that it is ſuper- 
fluous and needleſs, ſeeing all the endeavours of men do aim at nothing 
elſe, but to procure joy and eſchew ſorrow ; ſeeing all men do conſpire 

Ecc.8.ts. in opinion with Solomon, that a man hath nothing better under the ſun 
2: + 6s, 26, *han— to be merry 2 Were it not rather expedient to recommend ſober 
: p_ 6? to repreſs the inclinations of men to effuſe mirth and jollity ? 
So it may ſeem; but yet alas, it we conſult experience, or obſerve 
the World, we ſhall find this Precept very ill obeyed; for do we nor 
commonly ſee People in heavy dumps ; do we not often here dolefull 
complaints? is not this World apparently a ſtage of continual trouble, 
Feel, 1. 14 and grief? did not the Preacher, upon a@ligent ſurvey of a/ the works 
doxe under the ſun, truly proclaim, Behold aft is vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit > Where, IT pray, is any full or firm content ; where is folid and 
durable joy'to be found ? 

It is true that men, aſter a confuſed manner, are very eager in the 
queſt, and earneſt in the purſuit of joy ; they rove through all the Fo- 
reſt of Creatures, and beat every buſh of Nature for it, hoping to catch 
it either in natural endowments and improvements of ſoul, orin the gifts 
of fortune, or in the acquiſts of induſtry ; in temporal poſſeſſions, in ſen- 
ſual enjoyments, in ludicrous divertiſements and amuſements of fancy ; 
in gratification of their appetites and paſſions ; They all huar for it, 
though following a different ſcent, and runnivg in various tracks, ſome 

| in 
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in way of plodding for rare notions, ſome 1n compaſſing'ambitious pro- 

jets, ſome in amaſling heaps of wealth, - ſome in practice. of overreach- 
ing ſubtilties, ſome in wrecking their malice, their revenge, their envy ; 
ſome in venting frothy conceits, bitter ſcoffs,. or profane railleries; ſome 
in jovial converſation and quafhng the full bowls; ſome in muſick and 
dancing ; ſome in gallantry and courting ; ſome in all kinds of riotous 
exceſs, and wanton diſſoluteneſs ; ſo each in his way doth inceſſantly 
prog for joy ; Bur all much in vain, or without any conſiderable fuc- 
ceſs ; finding at: moſt inſtead of it ſome faint ſhadows, or tranſitory 
flaſhes of pleaſure 5 the which depending on cauſes very contingent and 
mutable, reſiding in a frail temper of fluid humours of body, conſiſting 
in flight touches upon the organs of ſenſe, in frisks of the corporeal ſpi- 
rits, or in fumes and vapours twitching the imagination, do ſoon flag and 
expire ; their ſhort enjoyment being alſo tempered with regret, being 
ealily daſhed by any croſs accident, ſoon declining into a nauſeous fa- 
tiety, and in the end degenerating into gall and bitter remorſe ; for 
Even ( as Solomon obſerved) in laughter, the heart =. 
is ſorrowfull, and the end of that mirth is heavineſs ; hs ter fe} debeate— foo] 
and Though (as it is faid in Job) wickedneſs i ſweet Ep. 61. 
in che mouth— yet his meat in his bowels is turned, 1% 3% 1414 20. 5: 
wh {or alþ of Aſps within oo : ſo o_ Os the - Es YE I rs 
uſual delights, which men affect are ſuch, that we , Remeron if vertiit animd noes 
ſhould nh. if we could, and we could not if we i - of. pu "at. 
would conſtantly entertain them ; ſuch rejoicing _ 
evermore being equally unreaſonable and impoſlible. 

Wherefore there is ground more than enough, that we ſhould be put 

to ſeek for a true, ſubſtantial, and conſiſtent joy ; it.-being withall im- 

plied, that we ſhould affe& it in another way, or look for it in another 
box, than commonly men do; who therefore are ſo-generally diſappoin- 
ted, becauſe they would have it upon impoſſible or:undue terms ; 'an 
leaſt expeCt it there, where it 1s onely to be had. 
| Tt is a ſcandalous miſpriſion, vulgarly admitted, concerning Religion; 
that it. is altogether fullen and ſour, requiring a dull, lumpith, moroſe 

kind of life, barring all delight, all mirth, all good humour:: whereas 
onthe contrary it alone is the never-failing ſource of true, pure, ſteady 

Joy ;- ſuch as is deeply rooted in the heart, immoveably founded in the 
reaſon of things, permanent like the immortal ſpirit whereih-it dwelleth; 

and like the: eternal obje&s, whereon it is fixed; which is not apt to 
fade, or cloy ; and is not ſubje& to any impreſſions apt to. corrupt, :or 
impair it : whereas in. our Text, and in-many Texts parallel to it, we 
ſee, that ourReligion doth not-onely allow us, but even doth oblige us to 
bejoyfull as much and often as can be, not permitting usto be fad for one 
minute, baniſhingthe leaſt fit of melancholy, charging us: all times, up- 
onall occaſions to be chearfull ; fuppoling conſequently that it is in ſome 
manner poſlible-to: be ſo, and affording power to effet what it doth re- 

uire. | i einer ors BE ES: |. 

L Such! indeed is the tranſcendent goodneſs of our God, that he maketh 
our delight to be our duty, and our ſorrow to-be our fin, adapting his 
holy Wull to our principal inſtin& ; that he would have us to reſemble 
himſelf as in all other perfections, ſo in a; conſtant ſtate of happineſs ; 
that as he hath provided a glorious Heaven of bliſs for us hereafter, fo 

' he would have us enjoy a comfortable paradiſe of delight here. He ac- 

cordingly 
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cordingly hath ordered the whole trame of our Religion in a tendency 
to produce joy in thoſe who embrace it ; for what is the Goſpel, but 
( as the holy Angel, the firſt promulger of ir, did report ) good tidings 
- of great joy to all people > How doth God repreſent himſelf therein, but 
as the God of love, of hope, of peace, of all conſolation, cheartully ſmiling 
in tavour on us, gratioufly inviting us to the moſt pleaiant enjoyments, 
- bountifully diſpenſing moſt comfortable bleffings of mercy , of grace, 
of falvation to us? for what doth our Lord call us to him, but that he 
Por - — may give us reſt, and refreſhment to our ſouls ; that he may wipe away al 
21. 4- tears from our eyes; that he-may fave us from moſt wotull deſpair, and 
Tit. fettle us #n a bleſſed hope ; that we may enter into our Maſter's joy ; that 
John 44 11. 0ur joy may be full, and ſuch as no man can take from us ? © 
16. 22,24 What is the great overture of the Goſpel, but the gift of a moſt bleſ- 
John 14. 16. ſed. Comforter, to.abide with us for ever, chearing our hearts with his 
lIighrſome pretence, and ravithing contolations 2 Wherein doth the King- 
Rom. 14. 17. dom of Heaven conſiſt ? not in meat and drink, but in righteouſneſs, and 
peace, ana joy in the Holy Ghoft > What are the prime truns ſprouting 
Gal. ;. 22, from that root of Chriſtian life, the Divine Spirit? they are, as St. Paul 
telleth us, Love, joy and peace : Are there not numberleſs declarations 
importing a joytull ſatisfaction granted to the obſervers of God's Com- 
Pal. 97. 11. mandments ; that Light s ſown for the righteous, and gladneſs for the 
om 3% upright in heart > Doth not our Lord pronounce a ſpecial beatitude to 
*** the pratiſer of every vertue? And if we ſcan all the Dofrines, all the 
Inſtitutions, all the Precepts, all the Promiſes of Chriſtianity, will not 
each appear pregnant with matter of joy, will not each yield great rea- 
ſon, and ſtrong obligation to this duty of rejoycing evermore 2 
_ Wherefore. a Chriſtian, as ſuch, (according to the defign of his Reſi- 
gion, and in proportion to'his compliance with its ditates) is the moſt 
Jocund, blirh, and'gay Perfon in the World; always in humour and full 
of. chear ; contin ally bearing a mind well ſatisfied, a light heart and 
calm ſpirit, a YO brow: BY OOO One: a OE accent 
of ſpeech, and'a fweetly compoſed tenour of carriage ; No black thought, 
no kſome defire, ns bone paſſion ſhould lodge in his i 
any furrow, any'frown, any cloud doth fit ill upon'his face ; the leaft 
fretfull word, or froward behaviour doth utterly misbecome hit; If at 
any time it-appear otherwiſe, 'tis a deflexion from his charaCter ; *cis 
a blemih and-wrong to his profeſſion ; it argueth a prevarication' in his 
judgment; or in his practice; He forgetteth that he is a Chriſtian, or 
hath not preſerved the innocence belonging to thar name. For, If a 
Chriſtian remembreth what he is, of is ſenſible of his condition ; if he 
refleeth onithe dignity- of his perſon, the nobleneſs of his relations; the 
fublimity of tis privileges, the greatneſs and certainty of his hopes, how 
can he be out of- humour ? Is ts'not abfurd for him that is at peace with 
Heaven; with his own Conſcience, with all the World; for the Poſſefſor 
of the beſt goods, andthe Heir of a bleſſed immorrality:; for the Friend, 
the Favourite, the Son of God, to fret or wail? 3 
. He that is:ſerled in a' moſt proſperous ſtate, that is (if he pleaſeth ) 
fecure of its continuance; that is well affured' of its improvement ;' thar 
hath whatever good he can wiſh in his reach, and more tlian he ean con- 
ceive-in/ ſure reverſion, what accompt can'be giver that he ſhould" be 
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He that hath the inexhauſtible ſpring of good for his portion, that hath 
his welfare entruſted in God's moſt faithfull hand ; that hath God's in- 
fallible word for his ſupport ; that hathyree acceſs to him, » whoſe pre- Pal. is. ir, 

ſence 1s fulneſs of joy ; that hath frequent taſts of God's goodneſs, in gra- 
tious diſpenſations of Proyidence, in entercourſes of devotion, in the in- 
fluences of grace; that hath the infinite beauty and excellency for the 
perpetual obje& of his contemplation and affeAtion ; that enjoyeth the 
ſerenity of a found mind, of a pure heart, of a quiet conſcience, of a 
ſure hope, «what can he want to refreſh, or comfort him > 
If a true and perfe& Chriſtian hath no care to diſtract him, having 
diſcharged all his concerns on God's providence ; It. he hath no fear to 
diſmay him, being guarded by the Almighty protection from all danger 
and miſchief; If he hath no deſpair to ſink him, having a ſure refuge in 
the divine mercy and help ; If he hath-no ſuperſtitious terrours or ſcru- 
ples to perplex him, being conſcious of his own upright intentions to 
pleaſe God, and confident of God's mercifull willingneſs to accept his 
ſincere endeavours ; If he hath no incurable remorſe to torment him, 
the ſtiogs of guilt being pulled out by the merits of his Saviour, applied 
by his taith and repentance : If he hath no longing deſires to diſquiert 
him, being fully ſatisfied with that he doth poſſeſs, or may expect trom 
God's bounty ; all other things being far beneath his ambition, or cove- 
ting : If he hath no contentions to inflame him, knowing naught here 
worth paſſionately ſtriving for, and being reſolved to hold a friendly 
good-will toward all men; If he hath no repining envy, ſeeing that none 
can be more happy than he may be, and that every man's good by cha- 
rity is made his own ; If he hath no fretfull diſcontent, ſince he gladly 
doth acquieſce in the condition, and fucceſs allotted to him, reſigning 
his will ro God's pleaſure, taking all for beſt which thence doth occur, 
being aſſured that a/ things ſhall work together for his good and advantage: 
If he hath no ſpitefull rancours to corrode his heart, no boiſterous pal- 
ſions to ruffle 'his mind, no 1nordinate appetites, perverſe humours, or 
corrupt deſigns to diſtemper his ſoul, and diſturb pus cmavdog WIG: 5 v- 
his life, whence then may- ſorrow come, or how »  »-alwocz yr). Juſt, Mart. ad 
can ſadneſs creep into him ? 1 TO IS | 
What is there belonging to a Chriſtian, whence grict naturally can 
ſpring 2 from God, our exceeding joy, the Fountain of happineſs; from Pal. 43. 4. 
Heaven the region of light and bliſs; from divine truth, which illuſtra- 
teth and cheererh the ſoul ; from God's Law, which rejoiceth the heart, Pll. 19.10. 
and is ſweeter than honey and the honey cemb; from wiſedom, whoſe ways þ,5- Tm, 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all whoſe paths are peace ; fromvertue, which 
cureth our afflictive diſtempers,- and compoſeth our vexatious paſlions ; 
from-theſe things, I ſay, above which a Chriſtian as ſuch 1s onely;con- 
verſant, no ſorrow can be derived ; from thoſe ſweet ſources no bitter 
ſtreams can flow ; But hell, the fleſh, the world, darkneſs, errour, fol- 
ly, fin and irreligion (things with which a Chriſtian ſhould have no- 
thing to doe, from which he thould keep a-loof, which he doth pretend 
utterly to renounce and abandon) theſe, theſe alone, are the parents of 


diſcomfortgand anguiſh. © | | 
-  Whereforethereis the ſame reaſon, the ſame obligation, the ſame pol- 
ſibility, that-we ſhould rejoice evermore, as that we ſhould always be 
Chriſtians, exa&ly performing duty, and totally forbearing ſin; for 1n- 
nocence and indolency do ever go together, both together, m Br 
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radiſe ; perfe& vertue and conſtant alacrity are inſeparable companions, 
both conſtituting beatitude ; And as although from our infirmity we can- 
| not attain the higheſt pitch of vertue, yet we muſt aſpire thereto endea- 
2 Cor. 7. 1. Vouring to perfed# holineſs in the fear of God; 1o though it may not be 
_ 5- 48 poſhble to get; yer it is reaſonable to ſeek perpetual joy ; which do- 
1Jon3-3- ing in the right way we ſhall not fail of' procuring a good meaſure 
of it. 2 vB 1 _— 3 1 
Indeed to exerciſe piety and. to rejoice are the ſame things, or things 
ſo interwoven, [that nothing can disjoin them ; religious practice is like 
Plal. 46. 44 that rzver, the freams whereof make glad. the City of God, the holy place 
of the Tabernacle. of the moſt High, that is, every pious ſoul; No good 
deed can be performed without fatisfaGtion ; each yertue hath a peculiar 
delight annexed fo it; whence'the atts of. joy, 'which upon-various ob- 
jets, grounds, and occaſions. we may exert, being numberleſs, I ſhall 


onely touch a few principal inſtances. 


-F. We ſhould evermore rejoice in the exerciſe of our faith; according 
to that prayer of our Apoſtle-for the Romans, Now the God of hope fill you 

Rom. 15-13. with af] joy and peace in believing. |  LTA 
Every kind of faith (that which embraceth divine truths, that which 
applieth God's mercy, that which enſureth God's promiſes, that which 
confideth in God's providence; each of 'them) is a clear ſpring of joy, 

John 6. 35. ever ſtanding open to us ; which he that drinketh, /ha/ never thirſt. 

7-38. 414+-,... x, The faith, which embracerh/God's heavenly truth, doth not onely 
enlighten our minds, but is apt to affe&t'our hearts; there being no'Ar- 
ticle.of Faith, or myſtery of our religion, which doth not involve ſome 
preat 'advantage, ſome notable favour, ſome happy occurrence” diſpen- 
ſed to us by the goodneſs of God, the which Faith doth apprehend and 
Mart. 13. 20. COAVey to our ſpiritual guſt, ſo rhat-we-cannot hardly &ut receive the 
Phil. 1. 25 - word with joy. 'For 1s it not very ſweet with Faith to contemplate the 
rich -bounty' of God in the creation of -the'World, and producing ſo 
goodly a Frame, ſo copious-a Store of things, with a' ſpecial regard to 
our ſuſtenance and accommodation? is it not fatisfaftory to'belieye:that 
God by his Almighty hand and vigilant care, with the ſame benign 
regard' doth: uphold and govern. the ſame? Is'1t not extremely pleaſant 
: with faith to refle& on that great honour and happineſs, which God did 
vouckfaſe, to confer on mankind, by ſending down from: Heaven his 
#Pet. 1: 44! only Son to aſſume our nature, and to converſe with-men, that 'we 
: Joh 1-3 might be advanced to a partzcipation of the divine nature, and to an en- 
joyinent of communion with God? How without. great delight can we be 
perſuaded; that our Saviour by his meritorzous obedience. and paſſion 
harh 'appeaſed God's wrath, and inclined his favour toward us, hath fa- 

tisfied juſtice, hath expiated our offences, hath ranſomed and reſcued 

6ur ſouls from the-dominion of ſin and Satan, from death and corrup- 

tion, from Hell and everlaſting torment; hath purchaſed immortal lite, 

«/in;— and endlefs blifs for us? What comfort is there in being aſſured by:the 
2 Cor. 4-14: refarreCtion, /and triumph of our Lord over death, that our fouls are in- 
deed immortal, that our bodies ſhall be raiſed from the dn}, that our 

perſons are capable of an eternal ſubſiſtence: in happine(s? will it. not 

much: pleaſe us with an eye of faith to behold our Redeemer ſicting in 

glorious exaltarion/at God's right hand,, governing the World for the 
benefit of his Church, diſpenſing benediQion and grace to us ; _—_ 
MxH8" EE 1Ng 
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ding as our merciful and faithfull FHigh-pricft for the pardon of .our ſins, fed. a. 14. 

the acceptance of our prayers, the ſupply of our needs, and the relief of * John. r. 

our diſtreſſes; If we be fully convinced, that.our Lord Jeſus is the Chriſt, 

our Lord, and Saviour, the Authour of eternal Salvation to all that obey ye. ;. g. 

him, how can we otherwiſe than follow thoſe, of whom St. Peter faith, ; per. x, 8. 

Whom having not- ſeen ye love; in whom, though ye now ſee him not, yet 

believing ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory ; So from the 

hearty belief of every evangelical Truth we may ſuck conſolation ; each 

of them is food of our ſoul; and to. believe it is to eat it ; which how crede & 

can we doe without a delicious, or moſt ſavoury reliſh ? | manducafli. 
2. Ar leaſt methinks that faith greatly ſhould exhilarate us, which © 

applieth thoſe verities (fo worthy of a// accepration) wherein God doth i Tim. r. 15. 

open his arms wide to embrace us, propoſing moſt kind invitations, and 

favourable overtures of mercy, upon the taireſt terms poſſible; toge- 

ther with effeQtual remedies for all the maladies and miſeries of our fouls: 

for if we are ſenſible of our heinous guilts, if we are. laden with the 

heavy burthen of our fins, if our heart is galled with fore compunttion 

jor our miſdeeds; it we are ſtruck with the 7errours of the Lord, and Pc. 38.1. 6.1. 

tremble with the fear of God's judgments ; how comfortable mult it be to be 04/6 agh 

perſuaded that God is fully reconcileable to us, is very deſirous to ſhew * 


us mercy, and gladly will accept our repentance ; that we have an advo- r Joh. 2. 1,2. 


_ cate with the Father, who hath propitiated for our fins, doth mediate for 
our peace, hath both full power and certain will, if we ſincerely do re- 
nounce our offences, wholly to remit them? ſo that there z therefore Rom. 8. x. 
now no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after 
_ the fleſh, but after the ſpirit ; and that being juſtified by faith we have Rom. 5. 1. 
peace with God, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; Will not this belief revive 
us, and make the broken bones to rejoice; will not the Goſpel of peace be pal.-$1.-8; 
hence in truth a joyfa# ſound to us? might it not hence well be proclai- 59-8, 14- 
med in the Prophet, -Comfort ye, Comfort .ye my people ; ſpeak ye comfor- If. go. r, 2. 
tably to Feraſalem, and cry unto her ; that her warfare is accompliſhed, that 
her iniquity is pardoned. - 2, 

And if we find our ſelves in habit of foul grievouſly diſtempered, la- 
bouring under great impotency and blindneſs, overborn and oppreſſed 
with the prevalency of corruption, peſtered with unreaſonable deſires 
and paſſions; unable to curb our inclinations and appetites, to. reſiſt 
temptations, to diſcharge our duty in any tolerable meaſure, or with 
any eaſe ; is it not then conifortable to believe, tliat we have a moſt 
faithfull and $kilfull Phyſician, at hand to cure our diſtempers; that we 
have a powerfull ſuccour within. ken, to relieve our infirmities ; that.” 
God is ready to impart an abundant ſupply of grace, of light, of fpiri- 
tual ſtrength to.direCt and.aſliſt us ; thar if any man doth lack wiſedom, 


he is encouraged with faith to ask it of God, who giveth liberally and UP= Jam. 1. 5, P 
braideth not.2 if any man want ſtrength, God's Almighty Spirit is pro- Luke 11. 13- 


miſed to thafe, who with humble earneſtneſs do implore it ; fo that we 

may be able*to doe all things (incumberit on us) by Chriſt who ftrength- phil. 4. 13. 

neth us, Ge =p 
3: And what more hearty fatisfaCtion can we feel, than in a firm per- py. 2.13.” 


ny 


ſuaſion concerning the real accompliſhment of thoſe exceedingly great 2 per. 1. 4. 


and pretious promiſes, whereby we become capable of the moſt excellent 

privileges, the moſt ample benefits, the moſt happy rewards, that can 

*7 how can the belief that by God's word; or as wa $5 
ru 
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truth it ſelf is true, an eternal inheritance of a treaſure that cannot fail, 
of a glory that cannot fade, of a kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, of a 
felicity ſurpaſſing all expreſſion and all conceit, is reſerved for us, in re- 
compence of our faithtull obedience ; how, I fay, can that be a dead, 
dull, dry belief, void of ſprightly comfort and pleaſure ? 

Likewiſe the faith of confidence in God's good providence, and pa- 
ternal care over us, (whatever our condition or circumſtances be) ſhould 
infuſe a chearfull refreſhment of heart into us. 

It is in holy Scripture moſt frequently aſſerted, that he who placeth 
his truſt in God, is a very bleſſed and happy Perſon ; and can we with- 
out great ſatisfation partake of that beatitude ? 

Can we by ſuch a truſt disburthen all our ſolicitous cares, all our 
anxious fears, all the troubles of our ſpirit, and preſſures of our condi- 
tion upon God, with ſtrong aſſurance, that from his mighty power and 
watchfull care, in due time, in the moſt expedient manner, we ſhall re- 
ceive a competent ſupply of our wants, a riddance from our grievances, 
a proteCtion from all danger and harm, a bleſſing upon all our good en- 
deavours and undertakings, without feeling much eaſe and peace in our 
hearts ? 

What can be more chearing than a perſuaſion, that all our concerns 
are lodged in the hands of ſuch a Friend, fo wiſe, ſo able, ſo faithfull, ſo 
affectionate, ſo ever readily diſpoſed to help us, and further our good ? 
Plal. gr. 1. They who truſt in God, are faid to abide wider the ſhadow of the Al- 
_— ' + . mighty, and to be covered with his wings ; God is often ſtyled their rock, 
17.8. 36.9. their fortreſs, their ſhield and buckler, their defence and refuge ; And 
18. 2 622+ are they not then impregnably ſafe 2 why then ſhould they fear any difa- 
Plal. 112.2: ſter? at what occurrence ſhould they be diſturbed 2 Have they not huge 
Pal.6z.7. reaſon to fay with the Pſalmiſt, 1s the ſhadow of thy wings will 7 rejoice ; 
= 28. 7 The Lord is my ſtrength and my ſhield, my heart truſteth in him, and I am 

33-202) } | lped ; therefore my heart danceth for joy, and in my ſong will Wei 

him : May not each of thoſe confiders in God well repreſs all inſurrec- 

tions of trouble and grief, with that holy charm, Why art thou ſo vexed, 
Plal. 42. 14+ O my ſoul, and why art thou ſo diſquieted within me 2 O truſt in God — for 
45: 5* he is the health of my countenance, and my God. 


oy 


IL. We ſhould evermore rejoice in the praQtice of Chriſtian hope, ma- 

Prov. 0. 28. king good that aphoriſm of Solomon, The hope of the righteous ſhall be 
gladneſs ; and obeying thoſe Apoſtolical injunions, that we ſhould re- 

Rom. 12. 12. joice i# hope ; that we ſhould retain the confidence, and the rejoicing of 
Heb. 3-6: hope firm to the end. Thoſe excellent and-moſt beneficial truths, thoſe 
ſweet propoſals of grace and mercy, thoſe rich promiſes, which faith 

doth apprehend as true in a general reference to all Chriſtians, hope 

doth appropriate, and apply as particularly touching our ſelves ; im- 

proving the knowledge of our common capacity into a ſenſe of our ſpe- 

cial intereſt in them. God, faith our Faith, will aſlurediygreceive all 

nitent Sinners to mercy, will crown all pious Chriſtians With glory, 

will faithfully perform whatever he hath gratiouſly promiſed to all Peo- 

ple; hath a tender care for all that love and fear him ; But God, faith 

2 Tim. 4.8- our hope, will have mercy on me, will render to me the wages of righte- 
x Kings 8.26, owſyeſs, Will verify his good word to me his ſervant, will protect, will de- 
liver, will bleſs me in all exigencies : If ſo, being conſcious of our fin- 

cere endeavour to ſerve and pleaſe God; if diſcerning, from a —_ re- 
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Serm. X1. 
flexion upon our heart arid ways, that in ſome good meaſure with fidelity 
and diligence we have diſcharged the conditions required of us, we cart 
entitle our ſelves to God's ſpecial affection, we can accommodate his 
word to our cafe, we can aflume a propriety in his regard, how can we 
forbear conceiving joy? $1” ys 
. All hope, in proportion to the worth of its object,. and the folidity of 
its ground, is comfortable ; it being the anchour of the ſoul, which ſtay- Heb. 5.19, 
eth and ſupporteth it in undiſturbed reſt ; it appea-  _ : 
ſing unquier defires ; it ſetting abſent goods before , *=* ax 1% mpgriiat varrggny 7 ns 
SR a Bl IS tyy#leod5 auth 1 {UM TH GATE) yawn 
us, and anticipating future 'enjoyments by a ſweet jun wpegire). Conft. Ap. 7. 33. 
foretaſt ; Seeing then if we have a good Conſcience, 
and our heart doth not condemn us, our hope is grounded on the rock r John 3, 312 
of ages ( on the immutable nature, and the infallible word of God) * 2 
ſeeing it is the hope of the moſt worthy, *the moſtſublime, the moſt 
rs wang and ineſtimable goods, it muſt be moſt extremely de- 
1g0tTUlL _ 
If it much pleaſeth men to conceit themſelves next heirs of a fair eſlate;, 
to have the reverſion of a good office, to be probable expettants of a 
great preferment (although death may intercept, or other accidents may 
obſtruct the accompliſhment of ſuch hopes) how much more ſhall that | 
lively hope (of which St. Peter ſpeaketh) of ax inheritance, incorruptible, 1 pct. 1. 4, 5. 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for us ; who 
are kept by the power of God through faith unto ſalvation, ( which hope 
therefore can never þe daſhed or defeated) breed a moſt cheartull fatif- 
faction, far tranſcending all other pleaſures, which ſpring from the moſt 
defireable fruitions here ; according to.that admonition of our Lord, 
Notwithſtanding in this rejoice not that the ſpirits are ſubjeft unto you ; Luke to. 20; 
but rather rejoice that your names are written in Heaven, 


NI. We ſhould evermore. rejoice in the performing the duty of cha- 
rity ; both that which we owe to God, and that which is due to-our 
Neighbour. - LD , | 
Love is the ſweeteſt and moſt deleAable of all Paſſions ; and when 
by the condu& of wiſedom it. is direted in a rational way toward 
a worthy, congruous, attainable object, it cannot otherwiſe than fill the 
heart with raviſhing delight. pi 0 ” 
And ſuch (in all reſpeQts fuperlatively ſuch) an obje& is God : He in- 
finitely beyond all other things deſerveth our affe&ion, as moſt perfeAly 
amiable and defireable, as having obliged us by innumerable and ineſtt- 
nable benefits, all the good that we have ever enjoyed, or that we can 
ever expect, being derived from his pure bounty ; all things-1n. the 
World in competition with him, being_/pitifully mean, ugly and loath- 
ſome ; /all things without him, being vain, unprofitable, and hurtfull to 
us 5 ſo that the Pſalmiſt might well tay, Who in Heaven can be compared 
unto the Lgrd'? who among the ſons of the mighty can be likened unts the Pl. 89. 5. 
Lord ? whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is-none upon earth that Pal. 13. 25: 
| T can defire beſide thee. He is the moſt proper object of our love;; for 
we.cluefly were framed, and it is the prime law of our nature to love 
him ; oar-Soul from original inſtin& vergeth toward him as its centre, Matt. 22. 38. 
ang can have no reſt till it be fixed on him ; he alone can fatisfy the vaſt 
capacity of our minds, and fill our boundleſs deſires. 
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' He of all lovely things, moſt certainly and eaſily may b2 attained ; 

| for whereas commonly men are croſſed in their affection, and their love 

is embittered from their affecting things imaginary, which they cannor 

reach, -or coy things, which diſdain and reject their affefion ; it is con- 
cerning God quite otherwiſe ; for, Eo. | 

ohn 6. 21 He is moſt ready to impart himſelf, and wiZ not reject any that 

Pia 79-4 cometh unto him; He moſt earneſtly defireth, and woeth our love ; He 

Kage 21, is not onely moſt willing to correſpond-in affe&tion, but doth prevent 
23, us therein, for we /ove him, ( faith the Apoſtle) becauſe he firſt loved us. 

He doth cheriſh and encourage our love by ſweeteſt inflaences, and 

moſt comfortable embraces, by kindeſt expreſſions of favour, by moſt 

Rom, 8. 2$. beneficial returns, ordering that af things ſhall work together for good to 

1 Cor. 2. 9. thoſe who Jove him : And whereas all other objets do in the enjoyment 

much fail our expe@ation, he doth ever far exceed it. © 

Wherefore in all affectionate motions of our hearts toward God, in 

deſiring him, or ſeeking his favour and friendſhip ; in embracing him, 

or ſetting our eſteem, our good-will, our confidence on him ; in enjoy- 

ing him by devotional meditations, and addreſſes to him ; in a reflexive 

1 Cor. 6. 17, Tenſe of our intereſt and propriety in him in that myſterious union of. 

Ads 11-23: ſpirit, hereby we do cloſely adhere to him, and are ( as it WY in- 
TATA AS erted in him ; in a hearty complacence in his benignity, a gratefull re- 
' ſentment of his kindneſs, and a zealous defire of args: ſome requital 

for it, we cannot but feel very pleaſant tranſports, aſſuring to us the 

Pſal. 5.12. truth of that ſaying in-the P/alm, They that love thy name ſhall be joyfull 

Plal.35.9,— in thee ; and diſpoſing us to cry out with the P/almift, How excelent is 

Plal. 63-3: thy loving kindneſs, O Lord; Becauſe thy loving kindneſs is better than 
life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee. LS 

E Indeed that celeſtial flame -(kindled in our hearts by the ſpirit of love ) 

IJ cannot be void of warmth ; we cannot fix our eyes upon infinite beau- 

3 ty, we cannot taſte infinite ſweetneſs, we cannot cleave to infinite feli- 

city, without we ſhould alfo perpetually rejoice in the firſt daughter of 

love to God, charity toward men; the which in complexion and chear- 

full diſpoſition doth moſt reſemble its mother: tor it doth rid all thoſe 

gloomy, keen, turbulent imaginations and paſſions, which cloud - our 

mind, which fret our heart, which diſcompoſe the frame of our ſoul ; 

( from burning anger, from ſtorming contention, from-gnawing envy, 

trom rankling ſpite, from racking ſuſpicion, from diſtratting ambition 

and avarice.) It conſequently doth ſettle our mind in an even temper, 

in a ſedate humour, in an harmonious order, in that pleafant ſtare of 

tranquillity, which naturally doth reſult from the voidance of irregular 


I : And who can enumerate or expreſs the pleaſures which do wait-on 
Z every kind, on cach ad of eharityz _ NE oc 
I -How triumphant a joy is there in any-wife doing good? whereby we 
._ _ - + feedigood humenir, and gratify our beſt inclinations, whereby we oblige 
 - our brethren' and endear our ſelves to them, -whereby we moſt reſemble 
the divine goodneſs, and attract the divine favour ?. ED > , 

2 Cor. 9. % &Y St.P aut rellethi-us, that God loveth a chearfull giver ; and he preſcri- 
Ram: 12.8: beth,” that he who ſheweth mercy, ſhould doe it ec» 1Mzegom, with mer-. 
pee 15:10 ringſs 5 And in'the Law it is commanded, 'Thine heart ſhall not grieve 
35-10. : WR Os > OR a i? 
' when thou giveſt to thy poor brother 5 And who indeed can out of charity 
give alms, or thew mercy, without chearfullneſs? ſeeing that he there- 


by 


3 Den. * 


o " 
tu ad R : , 
L is "II 


Serm. XI. = Rejoice gouermore. 


3 


WOE 
z +2 

i 

W-” 

«7.5 4 

2/08 
I b 
Lx8£& 

TY 

$3 

Las 
*. M8 

$54 

- 08 


ng u 
faction 1n reflecting upon Sr practice 
at conformably to good nature, to the di&ttates of reaſon, to the will 


- -. 
HRIJ 


I ſhould, if the time would. permit, farther declare how we ſhould 
_ find delight in the contemplation, of all Gad's attributes, of his works, _ 
of his word ; in thankfull reſentment of all God's benefits; in willin 

lience to all God's Laws; how jay is a proper fruit growing on the 
praQtice of waxes of juſtice, of temperance, of deyotion, of every 
 yertue and grace; More particularly I ſhould have evidenced how from 
a patient ſubmiſſion to God's afflicting hand, from penitential contrition 
of heart for our ſins, from a pious fear and ſolicitude.in working out our 


falvation, moſt ſweet conſolations (ſo tempering thoſe ingredients, as 
to. render their bitterneſs very {ayoury) may ſpring : Bur in recommen- 
ding joy I would not produce grief ; and therefore ſhall not farther an- 
noy your patience. CE TO £ 2 
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PROV. IV. . us 
Keep thy Heart with all diligence, &c. 


TY EFORE we do apply our ſelves to inculcate this Precept, it is re- 
FAY quiſite that we ſhould ſomewhat explain the terms, and ſettle the 
” meaning thereof ; in doing that, we begin with the laſt words, 
which qualify the ation RG as to its degree, 'or extent : with af 
diligence; the words (909 720) anſwering to theſe in the Zebrew, 
do, according to the - various uſe, or force of the. particle }8, admit a 
threefold acception. They may (1.) denote abſolutely the intenſenefs 
in degree or extenſion in kind of the performance required in this Pre- 
cept : mon guaaxi Then Th xggNev, Omni cuſtodid ſerva cor. tuum ; 
| keep thy heart with all cuſtody, that is, with all forts, or with all de- 
grees of care and diligence ; ſo the LXX a As and the Yulgar 
| Latin following them, render thoſe words. They may (2.) taking the 
particle for a Mem excelentie, as they call it, ſignify oomparative- 
ly ; pre omni cuſtodia ſerva cor tuum ; keep thy heart above all keeping ;, 
that is, eſpecially and more than thou keepeſt any other thing ; ſo doth 
L.- anderſtand them, not without cauſe, both for the reaſon ſub- 
joiedhp 


ned here, becauſe from it are the iſſues of life ; that is, becauſe it is the 
principal part and fountain of all vital operations, and therefore deſer- 
veth the beſt cuſtody ; as alſo for that in what follows, and in Os 

Ty places 


Serm. XII. Keep thy Heart with al diligence. 


places of Scripture frequently we are 1njoined to keep our tongues from 
bad diſcourſe, our eyes from wandring after bad objects, our feet from 
declinirig to bad courſes ; and therefore probably in compariſon to theſe, 
although needfull and inferiour cuſtodies, we are admoniſhed to this moſt 
eſpecially incumbent cuſtody of our hearts. They may alſo (3.) and 
that probably enough be taken ſo-as to denote the univerſality of the ob- 
| ject or matter of this keeping, or the adequate term and bound thereof ; 
keep thy heart, M0 77% gvAzyuald., ab omni re cuſtodienda, from 
every thing which it ſhould be kept from ; that is from every thing of- 
fenſive or hurtfull to it : ſo did Aquila and Theodotion tranſlate the words. 
Theſe ſenſes are all of them good, and each may fairly pretend to find 
place in the meaning of the words ; which of them with moſt likelihood 
I ſhall not diſcuſs, meaning onely to inſiſt upon the ſubſtance of, the Pre- 
cept ; the nature of which being duly conſidered, will infer that it is to 
be obſerved according to the manner and meaſure preſcribed, under- 
ſtood according to any of thoſe ſenſes, or according to all of them con- 
Jointly. | | 

As for the meaning of the words, Heep thy heart j two enquiries may 
be made: 1. what the heart is, which Solomon adviſeth us to keep; what 
to keep it doth import. ” 

To the firſt I anſwer, that in the ſtyle of Scripture the heartioth 
commonly import the whole inward man, the 6 &w er9ygwnrG., the man 


within us, ( as St. Paul ſpeaketh) the 6 xevai%; * xg 23s avdewn@., the Rom. 7. 22. 
hidden man of the heart ( as St. Peter calleth ir) comprehending all the '** 3: + 


' thoughts and imaginations, all the inclinations and diſpoſitions ; all the 
. judgments and opinions, all the paſſions and affeCtions; all the reſolu- 
tions and purpoſes formed within us ; in ſhort, all interiour, whether 


tendencies to move, or actual motions of humane foul. For the Scrzp- 


ture (by the way we may obſerve it) ſeerneth to favour that anciently 
moſt common and current opinion (embraced by Ariſtotle himſelf, even 
as true in ſtrict Philoſophy, although reje&ted by moſt of the latter 
Schools) that the heart, that material part and principal entrail of our 


Body, is the chief ſeat of the Soul, and immediate inſtrument of its no- 


bleſt operations. However, becauſe the heart in a man's breaſt is moſt 
inwardly ſeated, moſt ſecluded from ſight, guarded from acceſs, fenced 
from danger, thence whatever is inmoit, moſt inviſible, moſt inacceſſj- 
ble in any thing is called the heart thereof ; and all a man's. fecret 
thoughts, inclinations, opinions, atteftions, deſigns are involved in this 
name ; ſometimes all, or divers of them conjunCtly are called his heart, 
ſometimes any one of them ſingly (as there is ſubje& or occaſion of uſing 


the word) is ſo termed : inſtances in every kind are innumerably many, 


and very obvious ; and therefore I ſhall not ſpend time (ef pa 
any, but ſhall ſuppoſe that here the word may be underſtood in its ut- 
moſt extent, fo as to comprehend all the particulars intimated ; there be- 
ing no apparent reaſon tor-preferring, .or excluding any ; all of them 
being capable of moral quality, both ſimply and immediately in them- 
ſelves, and conſequentially as they may be the principles of good or bad 
ation; and becauſe all of them may be, need to be, ought to be the ob- 
jects of the keeping here injoined. Eros 

But then what is this keeprng 2 I an{wer, that the word as applied to 
this matter is eſpecially capable of three ſenſes, each of which may be 


exemplified. Ez. 
I. It 
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x. It may imply to obſerve, that is, to keep it under a conſtant view, 
as it were; to mark, or attend unto, to inquire into and ſtudy our 


Prov. 23. 26. heart. So, My ſor (faith the Wiſe-man) give me thy heart, and let thine 


eyes keep (or oblerve) my ways ; the fame word which here, is there 
uſed both in the Zebrew and Greek, and can there well ſignify no other 
cuſtody, but that of atrending unto ; 1t being the office of the eye onely 


Deur. 12. 28. to look, and obſerve. Likewiſe, O#ſerve (faith God in the Law) and 


Plal. 35. I. 


hear all theſe words which I command thee ; that is, hear them very at- 
tentively : and fo in divers other places, | | 
2. It may alſo denote the governance, or good management of our 
hearts ; keeping all the motions thereof in due order, within fit compatis; - 
applying them to good, and reſtraining them from bad things : ſo the 
P/almiſt uſeth the word, when he ſaith, 7 wil keep my mouth with 
bridle ; that is, I will ſo rule and curb it, that noevil language hall iſſye 


Eccleſ. 5. 1. from it : ſo when the Wiſe-man adviſeth to keep our foot when we go to the 


houſe of God ; by keeping it, he means rightly to guide and order our 
proceedings ; or well to diſpoſe our ſelves when we addreſs our ſelves to 


Prov. 27. 18. Feligious performances : So again, He (faith he ) that keepeth the jig- 


tige, ſhall eat the fruit thereof ; he that keepeth it, that is, he that dre(- 
ſcthgand ordereth it to advantage for bearing fruit. 

F' Apain, keeping may be taken for preferving, guarding, ſecuring 
from miſchief or damage : which indeed is the molt common uſe of the 
word ; and therefore we need no inſtancing to countenance it. 

Now any of theſe ſenſes may be intended here, or all of them toge- 
ther; and they indeed are in the nature of the thing ſo coherent, or ſo 
mutually dependent one on the other, that any one of them can hardly 
be practiſed without the reſt : for without heedfully obſerving our heart 
we- cannot well govern it; and an ill governed heart cannot eaſily be 
attended to; and without both watchfull obſervation, and skilfull ma- 
nagement of it we cannot guard it from evil ; and reciprocally without 
guarding it, we cannot well rule it, or duly mind it: ſuch a complicati- 
on there is in practice of theſe three cuſtodies. . F 

I ſhall at preſent onely diſcourſe concerning the firſt of them, which 
ſeems in the nature of things, and according to our method of ating to 
precede. According to this expoſition, when tis faid, XFeep thy heart 
with all diligence, we may underſtand it, as if each of us were thus ad- 
viſed: With a moſt conſtant and wary care obſerve all the interjour pro- 
penſions and motions of thy foul ; whatever is done, or deſigned with- 
in thee; whither thy deſires lean, what thy affe&ions are ſtirred by, to 
what thy judgment of things doth lead thee, with greateſt attention and 
aſſiduity mark and ponder it. 

It is a peculiar excellency of humane nature, which ſeemeth more to 
diſtinguiſh a man from any inferiour rank of creatures, than bare reaſon 
it ſelf, that he can refle@ upon all that is done within him, can diſcern 
the tendencies of his ſoul, is acquainted with his own purpoſes ; ſome 
ſhadows of other rational operations are diſcoverable in beaſts, and tis 
not eaſie to convince-them, who from plauſible experiments do affirm 
them ſometimes to ſyllogize ; but no good reaſon or experience can (1 
ſuppoſe) make it probable, that they partake of this reflexive faculty ; 
that they do ever regard, or remark upon their own imaginations; they 
ſeem always to march dire&ly.forward with a blind impetuouſneſs to- 
ward fome pleaſing obje&t, without attending to the fancy that ng 
them, 
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them, or the appetite which excites them : neither indeed do they 
ſeem to need any ſuch power in order to the preſervation of their lite, 
or gratifying of their ſenſe, which are the main ends they were deſign- 
ed and fitted for. But man being deſigned by his Maker, diſpoſed by 
the frame of his nature, and obliged by a Law impoſed on him not to 
follow caſual impulſes from exteriour obje&s, nor the bare conduct of 
his imagination, nor the ſway of his natural propenſities, but to regu- 
late as well the internal workings of his ſoul, as his external ations ac- 
cording to certain Laws or rules preſcribed him ; to ſettle his thoughts 
upon due objects, to bend his inclinations into a right frame, to con- 
ſtrain his atteQtions within due bounds, to rectify his judgments of things, 
to ground his purpoſes upon honeſt reaſons, and dire& them unto law- 
full matters ; it is needfull; that he ſhould have this power of diſcerning 
whatever moveth, or paſſeth within him ; what he thinks upon, whi- 
ther he inclines, how he judgeth, whence he is affe&ted, wherefore he 
doth reſolve; without this power he could not be a moral agent, not 
able to perform any duty, not properly ſubject to any Law, not liable 
to render an accompt of his doings : did he not perceive his own 
thoughts, how*could he diſpell them, when they are bad, or vain? 
might he not obſerve his own inclinations, how could he ſtrive to re- 
ſtrain them, or to reform them, when they draw to unlawfull praCtices? 
were he not ſenſible of his affe&ions, how could he endeavour to reduce 
or' compoſe them, when they become exorbitant or tumultuous? were 
he not conſcious of his own opinions, how conld he weigh, and exa- 
mine them ; how could he conform his ations'to them, or praiſe ac- 
' cording to the diftates of his conſcience? tis therefore plainly needfull 
that man ſhould be endewed with this power, for that without it he can 
neither perform the duty required of him, nor enjoy the benefits he 'is 
capacified, and deſigned for : Our Maker therefore hath conferred it 
upon us, our duty conſiſts in its right uſe, our advantage ariſeth from 
the conſtant and carefull exerciſe of this excellent faculty :- conſtant and 
carefull, I ſay : conſtant, for obſervation implies ſo much ; for, if ever 
we ſhut-our eyes, or turn our heads aſide, what we look to may be gone ; 
much therefore will paſs away undiſcerned and unobſerved by us ; eſpe- 
cially ſuch quick and fleeting things as are the interiour motions of our 
ſoul will eſcape ; wherefore a continual vigilancy is requiſite to a keeper 
of the heart : It muſt alſo be carefu/, as the keeper of a thing ſo nimble 
and ſlippery muſt not ſleep, fo he muſt not ſlumber ; he muſt not be 6+ 
ſcitant, but very intent upon his charge; ſuperficial glances upon the 
outward face, as it were, of the ſoul will not ſuffice; to o4/erve is with . 
earneſt care to look through the matter; to diſcern whatever lurketh 
therein, to pierce into the very depth and bottom of it, to ſpy through 
every nook and corner therein ; otherwiſe 'tis but ſlightly viewed rather 
than truly obſerved: eſpecially ſo ſubtile, ſo intricate, ſo obſcure a thing 
as a man's heart is requireth an extraordinary application of mind in ob- 
ferving it with judgment and fruit. 

This is then our duty, recommended by the Wiſe-man, to be continu- 
ally with extreme diligence looking inward upon our ſelves, obferving 
what thoughts ſpring up within us, what imaginations find moſt wel- 
come harbour in our breafts, what obje&s moſt affe& us with delight, 
or diſpleaſure (what it is that we love and readily embrace ; what we 
diſtaſt and preſently reject) what prejudices do poſſeſs our ha ; 

; where- 
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wherefore we propoſe to our ſelves ſuch undertakings; converling with 

our ſelves, and as it were diſcourſing in this manner : What 1s at rhat 

think upon, are my thoughts ſerious, ſeaſonable, and pure? whither 

do I propend; are my inclinations complyant to God's Law, and goed 

reaſon ? what judgments do I make of things;. are my apprehenions 

clear, ſolid, ſure, built upon no corrupt prejudice ? what doth moit ea- 

ſily ſtir me, and how is my heart moved ; are my affections calm, and 

orderly, and well placed 2 what plots do I contrive, what projets am 

I driving on; are my deſigns good, are my intentions upright and fin- 

cere? let me thoroughly inquire into theſe points, let me be fully fatif- 

fied in them ; thus ſhould we continnally be doing. The holy Scripture 

doth often bid us to judge our ſelves, to examine*%ur works ; to fearch 

x Cor.11. 31. and try ; to weigh, to heed, to watch over our ways: Jf (faith S. Paul, 

one 5. 4 we would judge (diſcern, or diſtinguiſh) our ſelves, we ſhould not be judg- 

| $4TSV . . : . . . . HD 
Newireato, £4; that is, we ſhould avoid thoſe miſcarriages, which bring the divine 
Lam. 3- 4% judgments upon Us : and, Let us (faith the Prophet Feremy) ſearch and 
35. try our ways, and turn unto the Lord; and, 1 ſaid 1 will take heed to m 

Prov. 4. 25. ways (faith the Pſalmiſt;) and, Ponder the path of thy feet, and let al 

thy ways be eſtabliſhed, is the Wiſe-man's advice: ſearch our ways, and 

ponder our paths, this implies, that we firſt do examine, and weigh 

our hearts; for there our ways begin, thence is motion derived to our 

- feet; and to our hands alſo: all our actions depend as effe&s of them, 

all do receive their moral quality thence : whatever in our doings is 

Mark 7. 23. good pr bad fa pv cxroederm, doth (as our Lord expreſſeth it ) 

iſſue from within us; our actions are but ſtreams ſweet or bitter, clear 

or foul according to the tinEture they receive at thoſe inward ſources of 

good, or evil inclinations, of true or falſe judgments, of pure or corrupt 

intention ; there conſequently we are principally obliged, to exerciſe 
the ſcrutiny and trial required of us. 

Socrates 1s reported to have much admired that verſe in Homer, 

"Ofli 701 2y prNHeuI! xKaxore afaavre Trrvxlas. | 
Gel, X7v. 6. affirming that im it the ſum of all witedom is compriſed : the ſenſe and 
drift thereof being this; as he took it : ſeek and ſtudy what good! or bad 
is at home, within thy houſe ; ſee how all goes 1n thy breaſt ; employ 
thy chief inquiry upon the affairs of thy ſoul ; there confining thy cu- 
rioſity and care. 

Such is the duty ; and the practice thereof is of huge profit and uſe ; 
bringing many great benefits and advantages with it ; the negle of it is 
attended with many grievous inconveniences and miſchiefs, and for per- 
ſuading to the one, diſſuading from the other I ſhall propound ſome of 
them, ſuch as are moſt obvious, and offer themſelves to my medita- 
tion. 

The moſt general, and moſt immediate advantage ariſing hence is 
this, that by ſuch a conſtant and carefull inſpeAtion, or ſtudy upon our 
hearts, we may arrive to a competent knowledge of, and a true ac- 
quaintance with our ſelves (a moſt uſefull knowledge, a moſtbenefici- 

Jer. 17. 9- al acquaintance) neither of them being otherwiſe attainable. The heart 

(as you know the Prophet fays) # decertfull above all things ; and, who 
(adds he) can know it? who can know it : none it, ſeems, but God that 
made it ; and the man, that hath it: he that hath it, muſt, I fay, be able 
competently to know it ; even in regard to him the queſtion may in- 
timate ſome difficulty, but it doth not denote an abſolute dc 
. | ard 
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hard it may be for us to know the heart by reaſon of its deceittulneſs ; 
but the ſlieſt impoſture, if narrowly looked into, may be detected : 'tis 
a very ſubrile and abſtruſe; a very various and mutable thing ; the mul- 
tiplicity of obje&ts it doth converſe with, the divers alterations it is ſubje&t 
to from bodily temper, cuſtome, company, example, other unaccom 
rable cauſes; eſpecially its proneneſs to comply with, and to ſute its judg- 
ments of things unto preſent circumſtances without, and preſent ap- 
petites within do render it fuch ;' wherefore it is not indeed calle to know 
1t; but-yer poſſible it is ; for under ſevere penalties.we are obliged not 
to be deceived by it, or which is all one, nor to ſuffer.it to be deceived: | 
| Let. no man (faithiSt. Paul) decerugghimſelf : ſee that ye be not deceived, i Cor. x, 18. 
faith: our Savieur; Take heed (fairhiWMoſes) to your ſelves, that your heart _ on -. 
be not deceived; ſuch precepts there are many, -obliging us to know our 
hearts, and to diſcover the fallacies put.on-them, or upon us by them » 
carrying with them directions how to. compaſs it; that-is, by looking 

abour us, and'taking heed ; (by carefull circumſpetion and caution) It 

is therefore a feaſible thing to avoid being .inipoſed-upon, and well to 

underſtand our felves : but as other abſtrule pieces of knowledge, ſo'this 

eſpecially cannot be attained without induſtrious applications of our 

mind, and conſtant obſervations, to find the corners wherein the deceit 

lurks; we muſt /perſue its ſecret windings, and intrigues ; we muſt trace 

it ſtep by ſtep (as hunters do wild beaſts): into: the utmoſt receſſes of its 

firſt deſires, and moſt deeply radicated prejudices ; we mult doe as Da+ 

vid-did, when he ſtrove to free himſelf from:diſtruſt and impatience in 

. his ſtraits : 7 communed. with my own heart (faith he) and my ſpirit Pc. 11.6; 1. 
made diligent ſearch ; by which praQtice he found, as he farther ac- I 
quaints us, that ic was his infirmity, whiehr moved him to doubt of God's | 4 
mercy and benignity toward him;  C:cero having ſomewhere commen- 1 
ded AGE as the _—_ rag gift _— 8 - - 

ven beſtowed upon man, aſſigns this reaſon; becanſe | #Hec enim una nos cim. cateras res om- 

zt teaches us, tc other i, ſo eſpecially this vn Pour Analogy => "ay 

of all moſt difficult thing, to know our ſelves : but | 

he, with his favour, doth ſeem to promiſe for his friend more than 

ſhe is able to perform ; the main part of this knowledge doth lie beyond 

the. reach of any particular method ; the Empirick ſeems to have more 

to doe here tlian the Doour : Philoſophy may perhaps afford us ſome 

plauſible notions concerning the nature of our ſoul ; its ſtate, its power, 

 4ts manners of acting; it may. preſcribe ſome wide direftions about pro- 

ceeding in the diſcovery. of. our ſelves; but the particular knowledge 

(and therein the chief difficulty lieth): of our ſelves, how our ſouls 

ſtand inclined and diſpoſed, that onely our particular earneſt ſtudy, and 

aſſiduous obſervation can yield unto us; and it is an ineſtimable advan- 

tage to obtain-it. All men are very curious and inquiſitive after know- 

ledge, the being endewed therewith pafſeth for a goodly: ornament, a | 

righ poſſeſſion, 2 matter of great ſatisfa&tion, and much aſe ; men are 

commonly aſhamed of nothing ſo much as ignorance; but if any know- 

ledge meriterh eſteem for its worth and- uſefulneſs, this next to: that 

toncerning Almighty God, may ſurely beſt pretend thereto; if any ig- 

norance deſerveth:blame, this certainly 1s/moſt liable thereto: to be ſta- 

dious in contetnplating natural effects, and the caufes whence they pro- 

ceed;.to be verſedin the writings. and ſtories of otfier-mens doings ;. td 

be pragmatical obſervers of what 1s ſaid or done withour us (that which 

Ft, X-2 perchance 
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| perchance may little concern, little profit.us to know) and in the mean 
while to. be ſtrangers at home, to overloak what palleth in our own! 
ignorant of.our moft near and proper concernments, is a 


breaſts, ta be 1 

folly, if any, to be derided, or rather greatly'to be piticd, as the ſource 

of many great inconveniences to us. For it-is from ignorance of our 

ſelves that we miſtake our ſelves for other Perſons than we really are, 

and accordingly we behave our ſelves toward our ſelves with great inde- 

cenoy. and injuſtice; we aſſume and attribute to our ſelves that which 

doth not any-wiſe belong unto. us, or become us : As put caſe-we are 

tgnorant of the Perfons we converſe with, as to their quality, their me- 

. Tit, . their. humour:;; we ſhall be.aptyto miſcall, and 'miſtake them ; to 

' Misbehave our ſelves in our. demMour toward them ; to yield them 

more or nmgeng. 1. than befits them; to croſs them 'rudely, or un- 
handſomely to humour them: in hke manner, if we be ſtrangers to 

our hearts, ſhall we carry our ſelves toward our own ſelves : we ſhall 

hence, like men in 'a frenzy, take our ſelves for extraordinary Peo- 

ple, rich and noble, and nughty, when indeed our condition being 

Ker. 3.17- duly. eſtimated, we are wretchedly mean and beggarly. We do fre- 
quently hug our ſelves (or rather ſhadows in our room.) admiring our 

tlves. for qualities not really being in us ; applauding our ſelves tor ac- 

tions nothing worth ; ſuch as proceed from ill principles, and aim at 

bad:ends, whenas did we turn our thoughts inwards, and regard what 

we find in our hearts, by what inclinations we are moved, upon what 

gtounds we proceed, we ſhould be aſhamed, and ſee cauſe rather to be- 

Ut nemo in Moan, than to bleſs our ſelves: deſcending into our felves wes might 
a og perchance diſcern that moſt of our gallant performances (ſuch as not 
conſidering our, hearts we prefume them to be) are derived from ſelf- 

love, or pride; from deſire of honour, or love of gain; from fear of 

damage or diſcredit in the world, rather.than out of love, reverence, 

and” gratitude toward God, of charity, compaſſion, and good-will to- 

ward our brethren, of ſober regard ta our own true welfare and happi-. 

neſs ; which are the onely commendable principles, and grounds of ac- 

Luke 18. 5. tion: St. Luke telleth us of certain men, who perſuaded themſelves that 
they were righteous, and deſpiſed others ; upon occaſion of whom our 

Saviour dictated the Parable of the Pharifſee and Publicax ; whence think 

we came that fond .confidence im themfelves, and proud contempt of 

others ? from ignorance ſurely of themſelves, or from not obſerving 

© 44.4 . ._ . + thoſe baddiſpotitions, thoſe wrong opinions, thole 
ar Senlgs : hrs, corrupt fountains within, from whence their ſup- 
Nazianz. Orats 2%. -  . poſed righteous deeds did flow. 1f any man (faith 
Gal. 6. 3. _ St. Paul, giving an accompt of ſuch prefumptions) 
thinks himſelf to be ſomething, when he i nothing, 
- $2: pewenalg, he cheats himſelf in his mind ; but 
tet every man examine hu work, and then he ſhall have rejoicing in him- 
Jef alone (or, privately with hamfelt ) ſoMe, he implieth, do impoſe 
upog, i and. delude themſelves, imagining themſelves fome-bodies ( en- 
dacd forſooth with admirable qualities, or to have atchieved very wors- 
thy deeds) whenas, if they would inquire into themſelves, they. ſhould 
nd ao ſuch matter ; that themſelves were no ſuch men, and their works 
no-fuch wonders :/ but if ( faith he) a man doth Stupuaſer izurs mo #- 
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2@,cxplore and exathine what he doeth, and in reſult thereot doth clearly 
percewe, that he acteth upon good reaſons, and with honeſt intentions, 
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then may he indeed enjoy 4 ſolid interiour fatisfaQtion (a true x23, 


or exultation of mind) whatever orhers, not acquair ted with ne. in- 


who do mo by ſtudying harfelf Lifooves Shoe, and gue? i as: 
One may be a flatterer, but cannot be true friend to himſelf, who doth 
not thoroughly acquaint himſelf with his own inward tate ; "who doth 


not frequently end hip Fof A friend to himſelf, 


I faid ; and to be fo that humane life can 
enjoy ; that which will moſt 0th and ſolace our life to us : friend- 
thi wie others (with >erſons honeſt and intelli ent. .1s a gre: t accorm- 
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man to Hater, Tay etting'm d con- 
fidence, ſo it is Kev. ones In » no woe can hy 
a friend to 4 nere AT or to one who wr- 
"RO © : Sup T4 1M E 
| wo with Town n diſpoſition 4, irivanitng he cannot in fich a 
2 e rely upon his own advice, or aid, when need is ; but will ſuſpeR, 
20d diffrut himſelf; he cannot be pleaſant company to himſelf, but ſhall 
be ready to ) croſs, and fall out with himſelf; he cannot adminiſter con- 
ſolation to his own griefs and diftreſles ; thn privacy will become a de- 
ſertion, his retirement a- mere * itude,” $ lſng over this general 
advantage, I ſhall with. ſome: more minuteneks of diſtinQion conſider di- 
vers particular advantages accruing fron the pratice of rhis duty, toge= 
ther with the oppoſite inconveniences, which are ag ans upon the 
neglect thereof, in the Ta OR... Sy ac : $. 
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RN to the articylte whation of the pradiice of this Fav 
and the inconveniences of the negle of it. 
1. The conſtant and carefull obſervation of our hearts will ſerve 
bn ena | immoderate ſelf-love, - and ſelf-conceit ; to render us ſober 
odeſt in our opinions concerning, and in our affections toward our 
Rom. 12. 3+ ſelves; qualifying us to comply with the Apoſtolical Precept, w# geardis 
1 te 0 Id geo, that is not to overween, or overvalue our ſelves, and 
3 our own things : for he that by ſerious inſpeRtion apon his own heart, 
E thall diſcern how many fond, impure, -and-ugly thoughts*do- ſwerm- 
; within him ; how averſe his inclinetions are from good, and how prone 
to evil; how much his affections are miſplaced, and diftempered (while ; 
he vehemently delights .in the poſſeſſion, and impotently frets for the 
want of trifles, having ſmall content in the fruition, and but ſlender diſ- 
| pleaſure for the abſence of the greateſt goods; while empty hopes exalt 
br him, and idle fears dejett him ; while other various paſſions, like ſo 
: atly (qu its, drive, and toſs him all about) who ſhall obſerve, how 
; udsor darkneſs, errour and goubt do hover upon 4 face of his ſoul ; 
ſo that he quickly taketh up opunions, and ſoon layeth them down, and 
often turneth from one miſtake unto another ; how unſetled his reſolu- 
tions 
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tions are, eſpecially in the perſuance of the beſt goods; and what corrupt 
mixtures cleave to his beſt purpoſes ; who takerh notice how backward 
he is unto, and how cold in devotions toward God, how little ſenſible 
of his goodneſs, or tearfull of his diſpleaſure, or zealous for his honour, 
or caretull of performing his'duty toward him ; how little allo it is that 
he defireth, or delighteth in the good, that he piticth, and grieveth at 
the evil of his neighbour ; how fluggith alfo and remiſs he is in the 
rſuance of his own beſt affairs, and higheſt concernments ; he that 
doth, I fay, frequently with heedfulneſs regard theſe imperfeCtions and 
obliquities in his own. heart, how can he be raviſhed with ſelf-love ? 
how can he be much taken with himſelf > can any man dote upon ſuch 
deformity, admire ſuch weakneſs and naughtineſs ? No ſurely ; that 
men are ſo amorous of themſelves, ſo haughty and arrogant in their 
conceits, doth conſtantly ariſe from not refleing on their own hearts ; 
not beholding themſelves wiſtly enough in that mirrour ; not conſidering 
according to juſt repreſentation there how little lovely, or worthy they 
are : if they did praCtiſe that, they would ſee reaſon, and thence be- 
come inclinable rather to deſpiſe, to loath, to pity themſelves. 
2. Upon that advantage is conſequent, that this praCtice will diſpoſe 
us with equanimity, and patience to bear all croſſes and grievances befal- 
ling us; ſo producing not onely an excellent vertue, bat a conſiderable 
ſolace to us; for the being conſcious of ſo'much unworthineſs, which Zenit ex 
obſervation of our heart will neceſſarily diſcover, will not onely juſtify 7777 #5. 
the providence, (fo removing all juſt cauſe of complaint) but will com- jerendun eft. 
mend the benignity of God unto us (fo adminiftring good matter of 911d: Ep. 5. 
thanks. ) Tt will prompt us heartily to confeſs with thoſe in Ezra, that 
our puniſhments are leſs than our deſervings ; to join in acknowledgment Ezr. g. 13. 
with the P/almift, that God hath not dealt with us after our fins; nor re- Pl. 103. 104 
warded us according to our iniquities ; to ſay with Jeremy, It is of the Lam. 3. 22, 
Lord's mercy, that we are not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail not ; 
with Facob, I am leſs, than any of thy mercies. | Gen. 32. 10. 
* 3. Particularly this Practice will tence us againſt immoderate diſplea- 
ſure occafionable by mens hard opinions, or harſh cenſures paſſed on us: 
for he that by inquiry into himſelf perceives fo many defects in himſelf, 
will not ſo eaſily, nor ſo greatly be offended, if ſome of them (or ſome 
like to them) be objetted to him ; fince he finds himſelf truly liable 
to many more, and greater. £Epiferus, his advice is, when you are 
told, that any man ſpeaks ill of you, that you ſhould nor apologize, but 
anſwer onely, that he was ignorant of many other faults of yours, or 
he would not onely have mentioned thoſe: to be diſpoſed without difſem- 
bling, or affe&tion to follow his counſel would argue a man very intelli- 
gent of himſelf, and well prepared to endure happily, and handſomely 
Encounters of this kind, which every man ſhall be ſure to meet with: 
None indeed can fo contentedly brook reproach, or blame, as he that 
by intimate acquaintance with his own heart doth know the cenſure 
paſſed on him to be in effte&t mild and favourable ; as finding himſelf a 
witneſs of more faults, than any adverſary can accuſe him of ; as being 
a ſtricter examiner, and ſeverer judge of himſelf than the moſt envious 
eye, or diſaffe&cd mind can be. Ir is alſo ſome comfort, that if cen- 
ſures be very outragious, a man by knowledge of himſelf (by knowing 
his own diſpoſitions, if his perſon be disfigured by a very ill character z 
by knowing his own purpoſes, 1f his aQttons be ol aſperſed ) is 
: certain 
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certain they are ſuch ; that he can be as well a faithfull witneſs, and juſt 

Judge for himſelf, as againſt himſelf. | 
, Likewiſe this praQtice will defend us, as from the diſcomforts of 
harſh cenſure, ſo from the miſtakes and miſcarriages, to which the more 
favourable opinions of men, or their flattering ex- 


Trdez ipſe ſui ſe totum explorat 8 n+ lions (thoſe luſcious p8iſons) may expoſe us. 


L guem = 
Y Quid proceres , vanique ferat quid opinio —— Nz#hil eſt quod credere de ſe 
} Son. Non poſit, cum laudatur — 


Que haec tama levitas eft animi, que 


"Tis not onely true of great men, but even of all 
men : the common nature of men diſpoſeth them to be credulous, when 
they are commended, or receive any fignification of eſteem from others : 
every ear is tickled with this 1350 axsope, this ſweeteſt muſick of ap- 
plauſe : but we are not to rely upon others imperfe&t and ill-grounded 
judgment ſo much as upon our own moreccertain knowledge concerning 
our ſelves : | 

—— 4 Cui de te plus quam tibi credas. 
Take no man's word before thine, own ſenſe, in what concerns thine 
own caſe and charaQter, is an advice deſerving our regard and prattice : 
For that a man in queſtions of this kind is able to bea skilfull and indif- 
ferent Umpire between himſelf and others ; that he is neither elevated, 
nor depreſſed in mind by external weights, but keepeth himſelf equally 
poiſed in a juſt conſiſtence by his own well-informed conſcience; that 
neither his heart is exaſperated with the bittereſt gall of reproach, nor 
his head intoxicated with the ſweeteſt wine of flattery, is an invaluable 
convenience of life ; or rather it is a vertue arguing a moſt ſtrong and 
healthfull conſtitution of, foul. Zow great a levity 


tanta vanitas relieta propria conſctentia of mind 5 how great a vantt y zz 2ut ( faith a good Fa- 
 altenam opintonem ſequi , & quidem fic- ther,). ſetting aſede a man's own conſcience to follow 
tam, atque fumulatam; rapi wvento falſe he 

laudationis , gaudere ad circumventionem other mens opinion (and even that feigned and for- 


| ſnam, & illuſinem pro beneficio accipere * ged) to be ſnatched away by the wind of falſe praiſe, 
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| to rejoice in being circumvented, and to receive be- 
ing mocked for a benefit > From being thus abuſed, this practice alone 
can ſecure us : if we know our ſelves well, we cannot ſo eaſily be delus+ 
ded by the miſtakes of others concerning us, on either hand. 

5. Likewiſe, farther upon the ſame this practice will conduce to qualify 
our opinions, and moderate our paſſions toward others; ſo that without 
intemperate anger, or bitterneſs we may bear the faults, errours, and 
infirmities of our brethren ; that we ſhall be benign in our carriage, 
and gentle in our cenſures even toward them, who do not behave them- 
ſelves ſo well and wiſely as they ſhould do. St. Paul thus admoniſheth 
the Galatians: Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 


ſpiritual (the more ſpiritual whether in truth, or in our own eſteem, 


the more eſpecially are we obliged hereto) reffore ſuch an one in the ſpirit 
of meekneſs, conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou may be alſo tempted : owonay 
oezyr,, looking upon, or ſpying into thy ſelf; ſuch conſidering our 
ſelves, taking notice of our own infirmity within, perceiving how ſub- 
ject we are to' the impreſſions of temptation, and that hence it may be 
our own caſe to fall and faultre, it occaſion concur with our weakneſs ; 
diſcerning this, I ſay, as it will be a reafon obliging, ſo it may be an in- 
ſtrument conducing to a mitigation of ſpirit toward thoſe, whom we ſee 
overtaken with miſtake, or overborn by frailty. Why deft thou ſee a 
mote in thy brothers eye, but doſt not confider the beam in thine own eye ? 

/ is our 
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is our Saviour's queſtion ;- why a man ſhould doe fo there cannot (as he 
implies) any good reaſon be aſſigned ; ('tis a very unreaſonable, and 
inexcuſable miſcarriage) but whence a man doeth fo, is obvious and 
plain; it is, becauſe he curiouſly pryes into other mens doings, and care- 
leſly negle&eth the obſervation of his own heart : did we retle&t. our 
ſight inwards, we ſhould be more apt to mark our own faults, and leſs 
ready to diſcover thoſe of others; or however we ſhould be more gently 
affected in regard to them : tor he that knows himſelf a beggarly wretch, 
will he reproach poverty to another ? he that conſulting the glaſs doth 
Find himſelf ul-favoured, will he.upbraid another for want of grace or 
beauty 2. he that perceives thar-the dart will rebound, and thereby 
wound himſelf,- will he not be caretull of flinging it ? will a man be 
forward in pronouncing a heavy ſentence againſt another, who con(t- 
ders himſelf by plain conſequence involved in the condemnation there- 
of? ſhould a man doe fo, he doth at leaſt render himſelf uncapable of 
apology, or excuſe: ſo we are told by St. Paul : Every cenſurer ( 7s rom. 2. «©. 
6 xetrov } 1s, faith he, inexcuſable ; for that in arraigning another he 
condemns himſelf : guilty he is of inexcuſable folly, or impudence ; of 
folly and blindneſs, if he ſee not ; of extreme impudence, it ſeeing his 
own obnoxiouſneſs he will not abſtain from judging others for that, of 
which himſelf is guilty in the fame kind, or equivalently in ſome other. 
You know how David was caught by Nathan, and unwarily adjudged 2 Sam. 2. 
himſelf to death: and ſo may every man expoſe himſelf, that is rigo- 
rous in cenſure toward others without refleQing upon himſelf, and con- 
ſidering his own heart ; wherein he ſhall find fo much ground and mat- 
ter of being angry with, and judging himſelf. If we will be fierce 
and keen, 'tis reaſon we ſhould be fo firit, and chief- - _ a ES 
ly there, where our greateſt enemies do abide, fe, Fong For pe mot gan 
whence moſt miſchief ariſeth to us : where there 1s nem eſſe noſtrum fine calpa. Sen. ae Tr. 
fitteſt matter, and juſteſt cauſe of paſſion : thus is Wenger rp: RR en Pres bers 
this praftice a moſt proper and effeftual remedy 
for thoſe banefull vices of pride and peeviſhneſs in our ſelves, of malig- 
nity and fury toward others. But farther, 
6. The obſervation of our heart yieldeth great advantage in being 
very conducible to render men truly. wiſe and prudent; in thoſe things 
eſpecially, which moſt nearly concern them : giving them to ſee before 
them, and to underſtand what they doe; and to proceed without ſecu- 
rity ; as contrarily the neglect thereof rendereth men unadviſed and un- + 
certain in their doings. A main point of prudence confiſteth in ſuting | 
a man's undertakings to his powers and capacities ; in not attempting 
things ſurpaſſing his ability, or fitneſs; and in not declining fuch uſe- 
full, or beneficial attempts, as he may well compaſs. Some are over- 
bold and raſh in ſetting upon things beyond their ſtrength to accom- 
pliſh, or skill to manage; whence commonly with ſhame and ſorrow 
they are defeated in their enterpriſes : others are overbackward and dit- 
fident, fo as not to adventure upon what they may with good advantage, 
or perhaps ought to perform:; thence depriving themſelves of the bene- 
fits they might obtain, or omitting the duties, which they are obliged 
to; both which inconveniences uſually do proceed from the not looking 
into, and ſtudying the heart ; for the moſt and greateſt impediments 
of ation do lie there ; being grounded upon inward indiſpoſitions, ot 
difagreeableneſs of mens temper, capacity, inclination to the matters, 
| U - to 
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F to which they apply themſelves: a tender foot will be lled and lamed, 
| if you ſet it going in rugged paths; a weak head will turn, 1t you place 
F/ it high, or upon the brink of a precipice; a ſoft ſpirit cannot well com- 
F- port with boiſterous employment ; he that naturally affe&ts calm and 
3 uiet, muſt not hope to come oft well, if he engage himſelf upon at- 
F fiir expoſed to abundance of care and tumult ; nor will he if he be well 
A ſtudyed this way, and rightly underftand himſelf, adventure thereup- 
A on. It was as well according to wiſedom, as modeſty, that David 
I could fay : My heart i not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty, neither do I ex- 
2 Plal. 113-1» erciſe my ſelf in great matters, or in things too high for me. In Eve 


F ture upon that, which moſt probably will bring us into ſin, and hurr 
I our ſouls ; onely the ſtudy of our ſclves,. weighing our power, and try- 
T ing our temper, will prevent both : he that doeth this may commonly 
i} foreſee what the caſe being put he ſhall doe; that if ſuch a temptation 
} : doth aſſault him in ſuch circumſtances, his inclinations will be apt to 
; comply therewith, and he ſhall ſcarce be able to reſiſt (that for inſtance 


he ſhall wax haughty in a ſtate of dignity, become Juxurious in abun- 
dance of wealth, be diſtra&ted with care in a buſie employment ) and 
therefore he will not be ſo forward to engage himſelf upon ſuch occaſi- 
XZ ons ; danger and miſchief being ſo vividly pre-repreſented to his fighr. 
I But he that pondereth not his own heart is ready to preſume, that be 
I the buſineſs what it will, he ſhall come off well; and fo unadviſedly 
E ruſheth into the ſnare ; he aſſumes unwieldly burthens upon his ſhoul- 
ders, which he ſoon feeleth ſorely to oppreſs and pain him ; which he 
can neither bear with eaſe, nor put off with convenience; When, for in- 
I 2 Kings 12.8. ſtance, the Prophet told Fazael what cruelties and rapines, ſhould 
J (when he got power and opportunity) be committed by him ; you ſee 
how he was ſtartled at the report : am 7 a Dog, faith he; that is, can I 
be ſo vile and baſe ; yes, he might himſelf have perceived that he ſhould 
in kikehhood be ſo ; the probability of his doing, as the Prophet faid, 
had been no great news to him, 1t he had obſerved his own inclinations. 
Proy. 30.8. Good Agar on the other fide did better underſtand himſelf, when he 
prayed : Give me neither poverty nor riches, tut feed me with food con- 
venient for me ; he was conſcious of natural infirmity, and therefore 
afraid of being im a condition that might prevail upon it ; of great 


: wealth, leſt it ſhould tempt him to forgetfulneſs, and negle& of God 
[ - (teſt, faith he, 7 be ful, and deny thee, and fay who is the Lord?) of 
: extreme want, left it put him upon unjuſt, diſhoneſt and impious courſes 
, to maintain his life ; ( /eft, adds he, 7 be poor and ſteal, and take the 
name of my God in vain ;) he ſaw by looking into himſelf, that ſelf-love, 
7 (the root of pride and injuftice) was potent in him, and formidable, 


when occaſion ſhould favour it, and therefore by imploring divine aid, 
he ſtrove to decline the advantages and occaſions of it. It was good 
De Cyri In- Counſel which Xenophon tells us the Oracle gave Creſus, conſulting about 
fit.7- the ſucceſs of his attempt againſt Cyrus, Eauriy ywwoxer dizipey Kecire 
Tegnoet * Knowing thy ſelf thou ſhalt paſs on happily (in the courſe of thy 
lifeand undertakings :) had he, confidering his own ability, in relation 


Y to the Yubious event of rhings (that as he could not promiſe himſelf 
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good fortune, fo he did not know how he ſhould comport with bad 
| being not ſure that he ſhould overcome either his enemies, or himſelf) 
thus, I fay, had he complied with the Oracle's advice, he might have eſca- 
ped the loſs and ſorrow which befell him. So is it with us; if we know not 
the burthen of our Veſſel, we ſhall either put more fail to it than it can 
bear, or leſs than will ſuffice to carry it on ; it will be overladen, or 
want fit balaſt.: if we are ignorant of our capacities, we ſhall either 
ſoar too high with a dangerous confidence, or grovel below in a ſlug- 
giſh liſtleſneſs : ſtudying our ſelves will help to preſerve us in a middle 
pitch, will dire us in a moderate courſe, wherein we may proceed 
with ſufficient courage and alacrity ; with a prudent foreſight, or at 
leaſt with a comfortable hope of good ſuccels. 


7. Near to that lies another conſiderable benefit attending this prac- 


tice, which is, that it will help to render us expedite in our reſolutions; 
and conſtant to them ; conſiſtent with our ſelves, and uniform in our 
proceedings ; whence will ariſe both great convenience to our ſelves, 
and fatisfa&tion to others with whom we deal or converſe : as on the 
contrary ſide from the neglect thereof we ſhall become flow in dehibera- 
tion, doubtfull in reſolution, and unſtable in performance. When any 
occaſion of ating is preſented, we ſhall be ready to cloſe with what is 
agreeable to our inclination, and not repugnant to our judgment, if by 
due ſtudy and experience we are acquainted with them ; that acquain- 
tance is a certain preparation to a ſpeedy choice ; and we ſhall upon the 
fame grounds conſtantly adhere to our choice, ſtanding upon ſo firm a 
baſe; and ſo ſhall neither diſcompoſe our ſelves, nor diſappoint others 
by our irreſolution and inconſtancy. But he that skills not his own 
heart, firſt will dwell long upon conſultation (not feeling perfeQtly whi- 
ther his inward bias doth draw him) and when he ſeems upon ſome ſu- 
perficial reaſon to have determined on one fide, ſome diſcordanceto his 
own inclination, or ſome latent prejudice ſoon diſcovering it ſelf, he 
wavers, and at length falls off ; finding that he hath promiſed to himſelf 


or others what He is unable or unwilling to perform ; -ſo like St. Fames Jam. «. 8. 


his two-ſouled man, he is unſteady in all his ways. The hard Student 
of himſelf is like a nan that hath. his eſtate 7» numerato, in ready caſh, 
all in his hand, or at his command; he can preſently tell what he can 
doe, and fatisfy thoſe he hath to doe with ; go to him, you may 
know where to have him, even juſt where you left him, or where he 
uſes to be ; you may expect a ſudden diſpatch, and you may telie.upon 
his word ; for he knows before-hand what he doeth, and hall continue 
to like ; why. he determins ſo or fo; and cannot be removed from his 


well-grounded purpoſe (that which is by the Philoſopher termed rario $en. d: vir 
nec difidens, nec hefitans, a reaſon that doth not ſtrive, nor ſtick; he is 5: 8 


maſter of.) But he that negleds this prattice, what he. bath = title 
to, lieth diſperſed, and laid up in corners unknown to. himſelf, ſo that 
himſelf cannot come readily by it ; you can hardly. tell where to find 
him ; you muſt wait his reſolution, and when 'tis told you, you cannot 
be aſſured thereof; nor any-wiſe ſatisfied that he will tick to his word, 
or his mind ; he knows not thoroughly what he would have bimſelf, 
can you then hope for a cettain anſwer from him 2 he.cannot well truſt 


himſelf, can you then relic upon him? he will find himſelf miſtaken and 
croſſed in his own choice, can you expect lefs.? Quid eft ſapienria ? ſem- Sen. xy. 20, 
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the very being of wiſedom;; however nothing more beſeems a man; 


more commends him to ſociety, and ſuits him to buſineſs, is more plea- 
ſant-and gratefull to thoſe, who have to doe with him, than ſuch a. clear, 
uniform, ſteady diſpoſition of mind ; ſuch a ſmooth and even tenour of 
ation ; nothing renders converſation and commerce more unpleaſant, 
than a fickle lubricity of humour, and unaccountable deformity of þe- 
haviour : that ſtudy therefore 1s very uſetull, which conduceth to breed 


and maintain the one, and which removeth the other. 


8. Again, another valuable convenience of this practice is, that it 
diſpoſeth unto, and preſerveth a man's mind 41n a ſober temper, agreeable - 
to his ſtate, and to the circumſtances into which he is caſt ; ſuch a tem- 


Eccles 7. 14. Per I mean as that, which the Wiſeman preſcribes, where he faith, 77 


3 John 1. 2. 


the day of proſperity be joyfull, but in the day of adverſity conſider. It is 
apt to beget either a comfortable joy, or a wholſome regret, according 
as the interiour condition of his ſoul ( that:-wherein the chief cauſe of 
the one, or of the other afte&ion is grounded) doth feaſonably and juſtly 
require. To be tranſported with murth and jollity in a ſtate of grievous 
miſery, when reaſon. it ſelf demands ſorrow and pity ; to be tad and 
dumpiſh when all things flow profperouſly, either of thoſe will ſeem 
marvellouſly incongruous, - and argue a kind of ſtupidity in him that fo 
behaves himſelt. - Now there is not in truth any calamity ſo diſaſtrous 
as that which betalls us within our ſelves, no proſperity ſo worthily de- 
lightfull as the good 'proceeding of affairs in our ſouls : 'tis the molt ex- 
cellent pleature a man is capable of, that which doth ſpring from the 
being conſcjous, that his mind doth 4Jo98:9a: (as St. John ſpeaks) that 
is, go well forward in a happy courſe ; that good thoughts freely do 
fpring up,:that good inclinations are ſtrong and prevalent, that good 
habits 'of ' mind wax vigorous ; that :the love of goodneſs 1s improved ; 
thar he generally doth thrive in health and ſtrength ſpiritual : no 1ncreafſe 
of treaſure can affect the covetous, no 'riſing in power and dignity can 
ſatisfy: the ambitious, no enjoyment of ſenſual entertainments can raviſh 
the voluptuous man with ſo true or great content, as the ſenſible profi- 
ciency in vertuous and pious diſpoſitions of ſoul, growing richer unto 
God, and ſtronger inthe hopes of his fayour do produce in him that doth 
affect it; and'can perceive it : 'tis a joy in all reſpe&s incomparable ; 
onely- wiſe and reaſonable, pure and innocent, firm and durable. As oh 
the other hand if it be ſo that we diſcern, that within, qur hearts bad 
thoughts do ſwarm and multiply, bad appetites do {way, bad cuſtoms 
do-encroach uporr us ; that defire of, and delight in good things decay ; 
that. we become more dark, dull, unſetled in our fſpiritualapprehenfions, 


_ more [feeble and: Janguid in our proſecutions of vertue, /'tis a great be- 


nefit to have a'timely remorſe prompting and urging us to endeavour a 
deliverance from ſo unhappy a condition : but no man can well either 
enjoy that comfortable delight, or be attected with this-profitable ſor- 
row, who dothinot with a'carefull attention view his heart, and deſcry 
how things go' there. This conſideration mindeth of a farther more ge- 
neral advantage accruing from this prictice z which is this, that 

- 9.\:A ſerious /inſpetion-into our hearts doth much avail toward the 
reformation of our hearts and lives ; curing the diſtempers, and correc- 
ting the vices of them. For to-the curing any diſeaſe it is requiſiteto know 
the- complexion and temper -of the Patient, and>the-part attected, and 
the next cauſes thereof: As the moſt grievous of bodily. diſcaſes are ſeated 


in, 
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in, or do proceed from the entrails ; but not all of them from the ſame 
one of them ; and the ſame diſeaſe depends upon the diſtemper ſome- 
times of one, ſometimes of another among them : So do all vices ( as 
our Saviour expreſly teacheth) iflue from the heart, or interioyr man ; 
ſome from one, ſome from another part or region thereof; and the ſame 
from different parts : ſometimes natural temper, ſometimes falſe opinion, 
| ſometimes evil cuſtome 1s the root of the ſame kind of diſeaſe; and'tis ex- 
pedient we ſhould knowdiſtintly which of them in particular caſes is the 
root, that accordingly we may underſtand what method of cure to uſe, 
whence to fetch the remedy, where to apply it ; for unskilfulneſs in 
theſe points may fruſtrate our endeavours of amendment. If the miſ- 
chief proceed from natural inclination, we muſt not hope ever utterly 
to ſubdue it, nor to free our ſelves ſuddenly from the incurſions thereof ; 
nor is bare reaſoning a proper weapon againſt it; it being grounded in 
the original conſtitution of the ſoul, either immediately, or as link'd to 
the body ; which by no operation of our mind can be ſoon altered; for, 
No wiſedom (as Seneca ſpeaketh well ) can remove 


alone, and dire&ly is not able to grapple therewith; ON 


ſhe'll break her teeth upon ſo tough and knotty matter : it will weary 
her armes in vain to ſwim againſt the rapid current: of natural propen- 
ſion; the violent eruptions thereof may indeed ſomewhat be reſtrained ; 
occaſions of complying therewith may often be declined ; it may in 
time, and by degrees, be weakned by ſubtracting the food and incen- 
tives thereof : but eſpecially Devils of this kind: muſt, as our' Saviour 
inſtruceth us, be cjedted by humble, earneſt and frequent invocation 
of Divine aſfiſtence ; without which other means conymonly will prove 
incfieRual : but if the vice proceed onely from..ill habit, or the preva- 


lence of bad cuſtome, we are to oppoſe a contrary cuſtome thereto, pre- Ti »544e + 
ſently difuſing that practice, and ating otherwiſe, ſo ſhall we eafily re» $& 5 164 


move and extirpate it : if neither of theſe cauſes are diſcernible, we may 
preſume our indiſpoſition is derived from ill opinion ; and that conſe- 
quently our beſt courſe of redrefling it, is to exaniine the reaſon of the 
thing; to get clear and right apprehenſions concerning it. For example, 
if we obſerve our ſelves apt to be frequently tranſported with anger, let 
us look into our hearts, and take notice, whether the root of that di- 
ſtemper be a cholerick complexion, or whether it ariſe from an habitual 
indulgence to our ſelves of being moved upon flight cauſes, whereby a 
roy humour, is grown upon us; or whether it cometh from vain 
conceits of our ſelves, as of perſons unto whom extraordinary de- 
ference and obſervance 1s due, ſo that no man ſhould preſume to diſſent 
from our opinion, or contravene our deſire; and as we find, ſo we muſt 
reſpe&tively proceed in repreſſing the cauſes of this diſeaſe ; praying, if 
it ariſe from nature, to the Omnipotent (the onely Lord and Comman- 
der of nature) that he would by his grace free us trom that intiammable 
temper, and inable us t:govern'our paſſion ; withallſhunning occaſions 
of being provoked; abſtaining from tuch diet, ſach buſineſs, ſuch com- 
pany, as: naturally do kindje or ferment that humour : if the malady 
grow from cuſtome,. uſing our ſelves to bear patiently harſh words, un- 
kind dealings, croſs accidents ; if our opinion difpole us thereto, reaſo- 
ting our ſelves into: moderate conceits about our ſelves; ,confidering my 
| reaſons 


Matt, 1 5. 12. 
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inbred may be allayed by art, not ſubdued. Reaſon 7nenitum oft lenitur arte, non vincitur- 
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reaſons that may acquit or excuſe others to us upon occaſion of offence :_ 
uſing all, or ſome of theſe means, or the like, ſuch as the obſervation 
of our heart ſball diſcover to us to be moſt proper and ſuitable to the na- 
ture, or to the cauſe of this diſtemper inſeſting us, we ſhall wholly, or 
in good part rid our ſelves from it. Again, (to adjoin another exampk, 
the matter ſeeming to deſerve our heed) tuppoſe we experience our 
felves inclining to covetouſneſs ; eager in getting, ſolicitous in keeping, 
unwilling to part with our goods upon reaſonable occaſion ( for the 
maintenance of our convenient reſpett in the World, or for relieving the 
needs of our Brethren, or for ſerving the publick, or for promoting the 
intereſts of piety and vertue ) let us then look, and ſee whether this ari- 
ſeth from a natural ſtraitneſs, hardneſs, ſuſpiciouſneſs, or diffidence of 
heart (ſome ſuch diſpoſitions may be obſerved in men ) or from being 
by our education, or manner of life enured to ſuch a love of getting, or 
of ſparing, or of tenacity ; or whether it ſprings from conceits about 
'the-worth, or the neceſſity of wealth (that without being furniſhed 
with heaps of treaſure, we ſhall come into danger of want or diſgrace ; 
we ſhall not be able to maintain our life, or uphold our credit ; we ſhall 
not enjoy any thing, or be any bodies among men) let us, I ay, by 
examining our hearts find out from which of theſe ſprings this ſordid dif- 
poſition flowerh, and accordingly ſtrive to corre it ; either praying to 
Almighty God, that he would enlarge and ſupple our heart, if it be na- 
tural to us ; or addifting our ſelves upon reaſonable occaſion to liberali- 
ty and free expence, it cuſtome hath therein prevailed upon us ; or, if 
vain furmiſes have ſeduced us, rectifying our judgments ; as by other 
g00d diſcourſes, proper againſt that brutiſh vice, ſo eſpecially by conſi- 
dering that God is moſt good and bountifull, and tender of our being 
overwhelmed with need ; that he continually watcheth over us, ſo thar 
he cannot but ſee, and will regard what we want ; and that he faith- 
fully hath promiſed, if we endeavour to pleaſe him, and uſe a moderate 
diligence in honeſt ways to maintain our ſelves, that he will yield his 
bleſiing, and never will leave us deſtitute. So in all caſes we may pro- 
ceed diſcreetly in the cure of our ſpiritual, and in withſtanding the 
temptations to ſin, that aſſault us, if we do but ſearch into our hearts, 
and learn thence, whence they flow, and by what they are nouriſhed. 
10. This praQtice farther, doth particularly ſerve to regulate our de- 
votions, and performances more immedately ſpiritual ; by ſhewing us 
what we need to pray for, what we are obliged to give thanks for, what 
it becomes us to confeſs, and deprecate, for want thereof we ſhall be 
apt not onely to.neglec&t, but indecently to confound, yea miſerably to 
pervert theſe duties; to confound them by praying for what is already 
abs us, is put into our hand, or lies within our reach; for which theres 
ore we are not to pray, 'but to render thanks; alſo BY giving thanks for- 
mally for that, which perhaps we are far from poſſeſſing, and do moſt 
want ; fo, I ſay, we ſhall be apt to confound and miſplace, to render 
vain and chimerical in a fort our ſpiritual addreſſes, as wanting due 
ground and object ; yea to pervert them by askinp for things really pre- 
Judicial and hurtfull to us (in the circumſtances we ſtand) and thank- 
ing God for what in anger and judgment +l neo to us (ſo indeed 
ſenſe) as alſo deprecating 
things moſt beneficial and uſefull, and healthfull to our ſouls; neglec- 
ting to return ghanks for what God diſpoſeth in mercy (fo are many 
t 


hings 


4. 


Le es 40 ae ns Wo ROE SR" 


Serm. XIIL Keep thy Heart with all diligence. "mn 


TO OO oO EN. 


» 


things at preſent. bitter, and unſavory to our carnal appetite and fancy) 
thus from ignorance of our ſelves, -and what we truly need, are we apt 
to pervert our devortions, not onely defeating- our ſelyes-of the advan+ Fverttre b- 
tages. they might yield us ; but (if God be not! more gratious than to 55,1, 
harken to us; and to grant our wiſhes) bringing lamentaþle miſchief on /is 4 
our ſelves. Many examples of theſe confaſtjons and perverſe miſappli- gy Sage 
cations of devotion both Scripture affords and experience-will ſuggeſt, if  5ar. 10. 
we obſerve them. You know the compariſon in the Goſpe/ between the 
devotions of the Phariſee and the Pablican, with the difterent acceptance Luke 18. 
they found : the one was prompt enough:to give thanks for the graces 
he had received, and the advantages he conceived that he had in his qua- 
lities, and in his. performances above others; but not having duly ftu- 
died-himfelf, did not perceive, that he was rather bound to ask pardpn 
tor the pride of his heagt, andthe vanity that adhered to his performan- 
ces, Which rendered his thankſgiving very improper and unſeaſonable : 
the other being conſcious of his demerits and wants, with a manner ſu- 
table to his condition, in words few, but full and fit, did confeſs his unwor- 
thineſs (which to doe did beſt beſeem him) and implored mercy (which 
was the thing he chiefly needed) fo was his diſcreet prayer better accep- 
ted, than the other's impertinent thankſgiving: 7 te/ you (faith our Sa- Luke 18. 14. 
wiour) this man went down to his houſe juſtified rather than the other. 
The two ſons of Zebedee, conceiting that 'our Lord would ſhortly be- 
come a great Prince, and afjeCting to become Favourites then, did-con- 
fidently ſue for the next place of dignity about him; our Lord reprefied mar. 20. 21. 
their fond ambition by downright telling them firſt that they knew not 
what they asked ; then by demanding of them whether they were able 
to undergo the trials they ſhould meet with; implying what they ſhould 
rather have requeſted; that they more needed humulity and patience, 
than pomp and pleaſure: And it was the ſame two perſons, whofe 1n- 
temperate zeal he otherwhere checked with an 8x %z7z 04 mv pal), Luke 9. 55 
Te know not of what ſpirit ye are + And no wonder, it they who knew 
not what they were, did ask they knew not what ; that being ignorant 
of theic own hearts, they ſhould: endite abſurd petitions ; that in ſuch 
a caſe they ſhould defire things not onely incongruous and inconvenient, 
but dangerous and deſtruftive to themſelves. For to make a right di- 
ſtin&tion of theſe duties; to be able diſcreetly and pertinently ( if I may 
ſo ſpeak) to converſe with God it is requiſite to look 1nto our hearts; 
and from them to take fit matter, due meaſure, right ſeaſon of requeſt, 
and of acknowledgment reſpettively ; things commonly not being as 
they appear to our preſent ſenſe, or to our groſs conceit, in themſelves, 
or in their degree good or bad; but according to the diſpoſition of our 
hearts, and the effes they work upon them : that is not good, which 
pleaſeth our fenſe and fancy, nor that bad, which diſguſts them ; but 
that is good, which rendereth our heart wiſer and better ; wich cor- 
recteth our inclinations, compoſeth our affeftions, informeth our judg- 
ments rightly, and purifieth our intentions; that is bad, which hath 
contrary effets within us. We it's likely thould pray with greateſt ſc- 
riouſnels and earneſineſs for the removal of thoſe infirmities, for eaſe 
from thoſe afflictions ; which we ſee the Holy Apoſtles (being better 1n- 
ſtructed in things, being more acquainted with themſelves) did rejoice, 
did glory in, did give thanks for ; as finding the wholeſome operation 
they had upon their hearts (that by them their vertues were Fxereiſed, 
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Jam. 1. 2. and'improved, their faith tried, their patience encreaſed, their hope 
kom. 5 3- confirmed; that, (to uſe the Apoſtles words) they did 2» the ſequele re- 
2.00 Fr ' turn the peaceful fruit of righteoaſneſs to thoſe, who were exerciſed Ly 
' x Pet. t-6. them; bur leaving this Point, though deſerving perhaps farther conſide-' 
1 feb. 12-11: tion, I proceed, and fay farther, that IM — 

11. The continual viſitation of our inward parts doth not onely 
yield much advantage, (as in ſome meaſure hath been ſhewed) at the 
long-run by influence at the ſpring-head upon the principles and cauſes 
of a&tion, but doth immediately conduce to good prattice, preventing 
and ſtifling in the very birth many 1infull and vain pradtices : That fo 
many indiſcreet and impertinent, ſo many irregular and unſavoury, fo 
many unjuſt and uncharitable ſpeeches do iſſue from our mouths, 'it is 
eſpecially becauſe we are not then employed upon this duty; are nor 
watching over our hearts, and obſerving thoſe iggyard fountains (levity 
and wantonneſs of thought, precipitancy and diſorder of paſſion) from 
whence they overflow ; werewe intent there, we ſhould perhaps endea- 
vour to ſtop the current, and contain theſe inward bad motions from 
venting themſelves. The like we may ſay concerning many unwarran- 
table ations, into which: we inconſiderately plunge our ſelves, not 
heeding, whence they ſpring: did we regard that ſuch ations were ari- 
ſing' from ambitious, covetous, froward diſpoſitions ; or from certain 
il-grounded prejudices lurking in'our minds, we ſhould often ſurely 
forbear them ; .but while we keep none, or bad ſentinels; while in the 
1 cuſtody of our hearts we ſleep, or are drowſie; while we neglect to ex- 
i amine and weigh our aCtions what they are, and whence they come, they 
'J (although very bad and hurtfull ) do ſteal by us, and pals as friends, 

and we hear no more of them, but 1n their wofull conſequences. What 


| efficacy the conſideration of God's omnipreſent eye, beholding all our 
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doings, hath, and how all wiſe men do preſs it as a powerfull means to 
contain us from bad aftion, you cannot but well know ; as likewiſe that 
ſome of them in order to the ſame purpoſe dire us to conceive our 


8. ſelves always under the inſpe&tion of ſome perſon eſpecially venerable 
1 Sen. Ep. 17, for his worth, or for his relation to us, whom we ſhould be afraid, or 
{3 25: aſhamed to diſpleaſe: And ſurely were the faith concerning God's pre- 


ſence, orthe fancy concerning.the preſence of a Cato, or a Lzlius ſtrong 
enough, they could not but have great effect : - however.did we but live 
even in our own preſence, under the eye of our own judgment and 
conſcience; regarding not onely the matter and body, but the reaſon 
and ground ( that is the ſoul) of our aftings; even that would doe 
much; the love and reverence of our ſelves would ſomewhat check and 
controll us; we ſhould fear to offend, we ſhould be aſhamed to vilify 
Sen. Ep. 25- Even our ſelves by fond or foul proceedings: it would (in the Philoſo- 
L pher's eſteem) ſupply the room of any other keeper or monitor, if we 
4 Cum jam profeceris tantiun, ut ſit tibi could thus Keep our ſelves : zf (faith he) By Ove 
etiam tai reverentia, licebit dimittas pe- ſo far profited, as to have got a reverence of our ſelves, 
dagogum. Toide we may then well let go a tutour, or pedagogue. 

12. This practice doth much conduce to the'knowledge of humane 
nature, and the general diſpoſitions of mankind, which is an excellent 
and moſt uſefull part of wifedom: tor the principal inclinations and firſt 
motions of the ſoul are like in all men; whence he that by diligent ſtu- 
dy of himſelf hath obſerved them in his own ſoul, may thence collect 
them to be in others; he hath at lealt a great advantage of eaſily tracing 

them, 
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them, of ſoon deſcrying them, of clearly perceiving them in thoſe he 
converſeth wigh ; the which knowledge is of great uſe, as direQing 
us how to accommodate our ſelves ja-gur behaviour and dealing with 


v 


others. | « 3 UN Ceb ; noel} 

No man indeed can be 2 good inſtruftour of adviſer in moral affairs, 
who hath nor attained this skill, and doth not well underſtand the na- 
ture of man: his precepts and rules will certainly be fallacious, or miſ- 
applied without it : this is that, which rendred the diQtates of the Sro- 
zcks and other ſuch Philoſophers ſo extravagant and unpraQticable, be- 
cauſe they framed them not according to. the real nature of man, fuch 
as is exiſtent in the world, but according to an ea formed in their own 
1maginations. | 

_ Some caution indeed is in this matter to be uſed, thas thoſe motions 
of ſoul, whichproceed from particular/teqper andcorhplexion, from ſu- 
pervenient principles or habits, may be Niinguillied from thoſe which 
are natural and common unto all: which diſtintion to make is of great 
= and benefit, in order to the governing, reſtraining or correCting 
them. 

If there be any in us, which are not obſervable in any other men, or 
in other men, which are not+in us, theſe do not afiſe from common 
nature, but from the particular diſpoſition bf one or other reſpec 
tively. 

I 3. I add laſtly, that univerſally this praftice is requiſite and neceſfary 
for the well-governing of our heart. Politicians inculcate much, that to 
the well-governing ot a people, ſquaring fit Laws for it, and keeping it 
in good order, the nature and humour of that people ſhould be chietly 
heeded and well underſtood, for that the grave Romans, and light Greeks ; 
the ſoft Perfiaxs, and ſtout Germans ; the ſubtile Africans, and groſs Scy- 
thians would not be well managed in the ſame manner. So to govern 


any man's heart (ſince the hearts of men, as their faces, and as their voi- p;y, nzz. 


ces, differ according to diverſities of complexion, of age, of education, 
of cuſtome and manner of living) it conduceth to know how it is diſpo- 
ſed from any of thoſe, or the like cauſes. (But how we are to guide 
and govern our hearts, and what particular influence this practice hath 
thereupon, I reſerve for other meditations; when we ſhall endeavour 
more diſtinaly to ſhew how we may apply our thoughts to due objeds; 
how curb and corre& our inclinations; how order our paſſions; how 
reftify our opinions; how purify our intentions; now) I conclude with 
the good Plalmiſt's requeſts to God Almighty : Teach us thy way, O Lord, 


unite our hearts to fear thy name. Give us underſtanding,” and we ſhall Pla. 86. rr. 
keep thy Law, yea we ſhall obſerve it with our whole heart. Search us O Pfak 119. 34. 
God, and know our hearts ; try us, and know our thoughts ; ſee if there be pt, 139. 24, 


any wicked way in us, and lead us in the way everlaſting. Amen, 
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SAL 1G 
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wiſedom. | 


HIS P/aln is upon ſeveral peculiar accompts very remarkable ; 
| for its antiquity, in which 1t perhaps doth not yield to any par- 
cel of Scripture ; for the eminency of its Authour, Moſes the 

man of God ; the greateſt of the ancient Prophets (moſt in favour, .and 

(as it were) moſt intimate with God: ) 'Tis alſo remarkable for the 

form and matter thereof, both affording much uſefull inftruftion. In 

it we have a great Prince, the Governour of a numerous People ſeque- 
ſtring his mind from the management of publick affairs to private me- 
ditations; from beholding the preſent outward appearances, to conſide- 
ring the real nature and ſecret cauſes of things ; In the midſt of all the 
ſplendour and pomp, of all the ſtir and 'tumult about him he obſerves 
the frailty of humane condition, he diſcerns the providence of God juſtly 
ordering all; this he does not onely in way of wiſe conſideration, but of 
ſerious devotion, moulding his obſervations into pious acknowledg- 
ments, and earneſt prayers to God ; thus while he caſts one eye upon 

Earth viewing the occurrences there, lifting up the other to Heaven; 

there ſeeing God's all-governing hand, thence ſeeking his gratious fa- 

vour and mercy. Thus doth here that great and good man teach us all, 

(more particularly-men of high eſtate, and much buſineſs) to find op- 

portunities of withdrawing their thoughts from thoſe things, which 

| commonly 
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World) and fixing them, upon matters.more improvable-ro devotion 
the tranſitorinels of their'condition, ;and-their ſubjeRion to God's juſt 
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nts to. God and humble prayers. This was his prac- 
| xs that any man'could.have ; and it 
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ſhould alſo be. ours... Of' thoſe his deyations, addreſſed: ts God, the 


Pon. LO | 04 LES | : 
he Prophet David hath in the 39th P/a/m a. prayer very near in Pal. 39. 4. 


Job: Seting man's days are determined, the number of his months are with Job 14. 5- 
thee, thou Fa appointed his bounds, that he cannot paſs) we might, I fay, 

at firſt hearing be apt to imagine, that their prayer unto God is, (for the 

comfort of their miad burthened with afflitions, or for their better di- 

rection in the management of their remaining time of life) that God 

would reveal unto them the determinate length of their life. But 

this ſenſe, which the words ſeem ſo naturally to hold forth is by ma- 

ny of the Fathers rejected ; for that the knowledge of our lives determi- 

nate meaſure is not a fit matter of prayer to God; that being a ſecret 

reſerved by God to himſelf, which to inquire into favours of prefum 

tuous curiolity ; tlie univerſal validity of which reaſon I will not debate ; 

but ſhall defer ſo much to their judgment, as to ſuppoſe that the num- 

bring of our days (according to their ſenſe) doth here onely imply a 

confuſed indefinite computation of our days number, or the length of 

our life ; ſuch as, upon which it may appear, that neceſlarily our life * 
cannot be long (not according to the accompt mentioned in this Pſalm - 
(the ſame with that of Solo, in ZHerodotius) above 70 or 80 years; eſpe- 

cially as to purpoſes of health, ſtrength, content) wall probably by rea- 

ſon of various accidents, to which it is expoſed, be much ſhorter ( 7 or 

ro years according to a moderate eſteem) may poſſibly, from ſurpriſes 
tote be very near to its period ; by few inftants removed 

from death (a year; a month, a day, it may be ſomewhat leſs. ) 

This I ſhall allow to be the Arizhmetick that Moſes here deſires to karn ; 

whence it will follow that teaching (or making to know, ſo it is in the 

Hebrew) doth import here (as it doth otherwhere , ea half: droits 
frequently in Scripture) God's affording the grace 4 Eryor® Coy 81 Somr, 
to know praCtically, or with ſerious regard to con- * , 
ſider this ſtate and meaſure of our life (for in ſpecu- prog gaet Alda, quamvis fit adv- 
lation no man can be ignortint of humane lifes bre- ho os explordtum ſe vel ad veſpe- 
vity and uncertainty ; but moſt men are ſo negli- ST OT 


le 
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ent and ſtupid, as not to regard it ſufficiently, not to employ this know- 
et to any good purpoſe) This interpretation I ohpſe, being in it ſelf 
plauſible enough; and countenanced by fo good authority ; yet the for- 
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De fin, 11. may here underſtand both, eſpecially the latter ;*tor, as 7uZy faith of 
þ98- Philoſophy, Oninis ſumma Philoſophiz ad beate vivendum refertur, The 


Natura dedit uſuram vite, tanquam pe-- 5 4g . Eo x a <4, 
i A tie, Tye, out , gether with the things primarily ſignified, all that 
þ. 326. - naturally flows from, or'that uſually are conjoined 


had thus expreſſed himſelf: Since, O Lord, all things are in thy hand 
and Sovereign diſpoſal ; ſince it appears that man's life is ſo ſhort and 


1 John 1. 19. Zove not the world; 1." The ſerious conſideration of our lifes frailty 
for —the ivorld paſſeth away, and the d- and ſhortneſs will confer to our right valuation (or 
ms eſteem) of things, and conſequently to our well- 

placing, and our duly moderating our cares, affe&ions and endeavours 
about them. For as we value things, fo are we uſed to affe& them, to 


ſpend 
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ſpend our thought upon them, to be earneſt in perſuance or avoiding 
of them. There be rwo ſorts of things we conyerſe about; [good and 
bad ;| the former, | according to the degree of their appearance fo to us: 
(that is, according to our eſtimation of them ): we naturally love, de- 
bght in, defire and purſue; the other likewiſe in proportion to: our' 
opinion concerning them, we do more or leſs loath and ſhun. Our ac-! | 
tions therefore being all thus dire&ted and groun- - | 
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gree ( x35 doroNSeva Th e-iay, ro aſlign EVETY prias drdinatum temperatiiniqute tertium , ut 
thing its due price, as Epi@etus: ſpeaks; quant; frier impetum tuum, adtionemque conveniat, 
quidque fit judicare,- to judge what each thing is "*- tic tht ipſi canſentias. Sen- 
worth as Seneca,) is in order the firſt, in degreea  _ 
main part of wiſedom ; and as fo is frequently -by wiſe men commen- 
ded. Now among qualities that commend or vilify things unto us, dura- 
tion and certainty have a chief place ; they often alone ſuffice to render 
things valuable or contemptible. Why 1s gold more pretious than glaſs 
or cryſtal 2 why prefer we 'a ruby before a roſe,. or a gilly-flower 2 
tis not becauſe thoſe.are more ſerviceable, more beautifull,, more grate- 
full to our ſenſes than thefe (it. is plainly otherwiſe) but becauſe theſe 
are brittle and fading, thoſe ſolid and permanent ; theſe we cannot hope. . 
to retain the uſe or pleaſure of long ; . thoſe we may promiſe our ſelves 
. to enjoy ſo long as we pleaſe ; whence on the other fide is it, that we 
little fear or ſhun-any thing how painfull, how offenſive ſoever, being 
aſſured of its ſoon paſſing over, the biting of a flea, or the prick in letting. 
bloud ? the reaſon is evident ; and that in general nothing can on either 
hand be conſiderable (either to value or Jifeficen) which is of a ſhort con= 
tinuance. ' Upon this ground theretore let us tax the things concerning us. 
whether good or bad, relating tothis life, or to our future ſtate; and firſt 
the good things relating to this life ; thence we ſhall be/difpoſed to judge 
truly concerning them, what their juſt price is, how much of affetion, 
care and endeavour they deſerve to have expended on them. In general, — 
and in the lump concerning them all St. Paul tells us, that 70 41pz 78 1 Cor. 7. 31. 
10948 TETs Ta&%ya, the ſhape or faſhion ( all that is apparent or ſen(i- 
ble) in thi preſent world doth flit, and ſoon give us the go-by : we gaze 
a-while upon theſe things, as in trayfitu, or intra conſpettum ; as they 
paſs by us, and keep a-while in ſight ; but they are 17, eu Guts, | 
preſently gone from us, or we from them, They 'E: 5 wi, vi aomi airle nepicge- 
are but like objects repreſented in a glaſs ; which #%*: &7- Eg. Anthot, | 
having viewed a-while , we muſt ſhortly turn our backs, or ſhut our 
eyes upon them, then all vaniſhes, and diſappears unto us. Whence he 
well infers an indifferency of affection toward them ; a flackneſs in the 
enjoyment of them to be required of us.; a »fing this world, as if we uſed 
it not ; 2 buying, as if we were not to poſſeſs; a weeping, as. if we wept not ; 
and-a rejoicing, as if we rejoiced not ; a kind of negligence and uncon- | | 
cernedneſs about theſe things. The world (faith St. Fohn) paſſeth away, John 1. 2.17. 
and the defire thereof ; whatever ſeemeth moſt lovely and deſirable in "45a 
the World is very flitting; however our deſire and our enjoyment thereof 
muſt ſuddenly ceaſe. Imagine a man therefore poſſeſſed of all worldly 
goods, arm'd with power, flouriſhing in credit, flawing with plenty, 
\wimming in all delight (ſuch as were ſometime Priamus, Polycrates, 
Creſus, Pompey) yet {ſince he is withM ſuppoſed a man, and morral; 
fubject both to fortune and death ; none of thoſe things can he a 
M4 
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bly confide, or much fatisfy himſelf in 5 they may be violently divorced 

from him by fortune, they muſt naturally be looted from him by death ; 

the cloſeſt union here cannot laſt longer than till death us depart ; where- 

fore no man upon ſuch accompt can truly call or ( if he conſider well 
heartily eſteem himſelf happy ; a man camor hence (as the moſt able 
Eccl.1-3, 2c. judge, and truſty voucher of the commodities doth pronounce) receive 
profit or content from any labour he taketh (upon thele tranſitory things) 

" ander the ſun. Why then (let me inquire) do we ſo cumber our heads 

with care, ſforack our hearts with patlion, ſo waſte our ſpirits with in- 

ceffant toil about theſe tranſitory things? why do we ſo highly value, 

fo ardently delire, fo eagerly perlue, fo fondly delight in, fo impatiencly 

want, or loſe, ſo paſſionately contend for and emulate one another in 

regard to theſe bubbles ; forfeiting and foregoing our homebred moſt 
| pretious goods, tranquillity and repoſe, either of mind or body, for 
Commorandi them 2 why ere we ſuch mighty fabricks of expectation and confi- 
naturs wbis dence upon ſuch unſteady ſands? why dreſs we up theſe our Inns, as if 
ror; they were our homes, and are as carefull about a few nights lodging 
birandi cum. here, as if We deſigned an everlaſting aboad (we that are but ſojoxurners 
Git: de Sen» and pilgrims here, and have no fixed habitation upon earth ; who come 
Heb. 13.11. forth like a flower, and are ſoon cut down ;_ flee like a ſhadow, and con- 
1 Chitin, 2.9, 741018 10t 3/ are winds paſſing away, and coming not again ; who fade all like 
I5. a leaf ; "whoſe life is a vapour appearing for a little time, and then vani- 
Job 14- 1- (bing away ; whoſe days are a handbreadth, and age as nothing ; whoſe days 
Jam. 4. 14. are conſumed like ſmoak, and years are ſpent as a tale. Who wither like 
ſ. 64. 6 the graſs, upon Which we feed; and crumble as the duſt, of which we are 
Pal 192: 3 compadted ; for thus the Scripture by appoſite compariſons repreſents 
15. 39. 5- our Condition) yet we build (like the Men of Agrigentum ) as if we 
144: 4 117 were to dwell here for ever ;' and hoard up, as if we were to enjoy after 
Plel. 103. 15, FMAny ages z and inquire, as if we would never have done knowing ? 
If. 40.6: TheCitizens of Croton (a Town in /taly) had a manner (it is faid) of 
inviting to Feaſts a year before the time, that the Gueſts m appetite and 

g2rb might come well prepared to them ; do we not uſually reſemble 

them in this ridiculous folicitude and curioſity ; Jpes inchoando longas , 
commencing deſigns, driving on projets, which a longer time then our 

life would not” ſuffice to accompliſh > how deeply do we concgn our 

ſelves in all that is faid or done ; when the morrow-all will be done away 

and forgotten? when (excepting what our duty to God, and charity to- 

wards men requires of us, and that which concernsour future eternal ſtate) 

what is done in the World, who gets or loſes, which of the ſpokes in 

fortune's wheel is up, and which down, is of very little conſequence to 

us. But the more to abſtrat our minds from, and temper our affec- 
tions about theſe ſecular matters, ler us examine particularly by this 

ſtandard, whether the moſt valued things 1n this World deſerve that efti- 

mate which they bear in the common market, or which popular opinion 

aſſigns them. 

x. To begin then with that which takes chief place, which the World 
moſt dotes on, which ſeems moſt great and eminent among men ; ſeru- 
lar ſtate and grandeur, might and proweſs, honour and reputation, fa- 
vour and applauſe of men, all the objes of humane pride and ambiti- 
on'; of this kind, St. Peter thus pronounces ; ion Sfe arSewns , 

1 Per. y. 24. AP the glory of men is as the flower of the graſs ; the graſs u dried up, 
and the frower thereof doth fall off ; *tis as the flower # the grabs, how 
pecious 
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ſpecious ſoever, yet the moſt fading and failing part thereof ; the grafs 
it ſelf will foon wither, and the flower doth commonly fall off before 
that. We cannot hold this flower of worldly glory beyond our ſhort 
time of life ; and we may eaſily much ſooner be deprived of it: many 
_ tempeſts of fortune may beat it down, many violent hands may crop it, 
tis apt of it ſelf to fade upon the ſtalk; however the fun (the influence 
of age and time) will affaredly burn and dry it up, with our life that 

upholds it. Sure/ 
and men of high Ko are a lie: Men of high degree; The mighty 
_ Princes, the famous Captains, the fubtile Stateſimen , the grave Sena- 
tours ; they who turn and toſs about the world at their pleafure ; who, 
(in the Prophet's language) make the Earth tremble, aud 
even theſe, they are a lie; (faid he, who himſelf was none of the leaſt 
conſiderable among them, and by experience well knew their condition, 
the greateſt and moſt glorious man of his time King David.) They are 
a lie; that is, their ſtate preſents ſomething of brave and admirable to 
the eye of men ; but 'tis onely deceprio wishs ; a ſhew without a ſub» 
ſtance; it doth but delude the careleſs fpe&tatours with falſe appearance ; 
it hath nothing under it ſolid or ſtable ; being lay'd in the balance (the 
royal Prophet there ſubjoins ; that is, being weighed in the ſcales of right 
judgment, being thoroughly confidered) it will prove lighter than va- 
nity it ſelf ; it is leſs valuable than mere emptineſs, and nothing it ſelf; 
that ſaying ſounds like an hyperbole, but it may be true in a ſtrict ſenſe : 
ſeeing, that the care and pains in maintaining it, the fear and jealouſic 
of loling it, the envy, obloquy and danger that ſurround it, the ſnares 
it hath 1n it, and temptations inclining men to be pufft up with pride, 
to be inſolent and injurious, to be corrupted with pleaſure (with other 
bad concomitants thereof) do more than countervail what-ever either of 
imaginary worth or real convenience may be in it. Perhaps could it with- 
out much care trouble and hazard continue for ever, or for a long time, it 
might be thought ſomewhat conſiderable; but fince its duration isuncer- 
tain and ſhort ; ſince man in 
periſh ; that they who look ſo like Gods, and are called fo, and are wor- 
ſhipped as ſo, yet muſt die like men (like men, yea like ſheep ſha/ be laid in 
the grave; ) Since, as tis ſaid of the King of Babylon in Eſay ; their pomp 
muſt be brought dewn to the grave, and the noiſe of their viols ; the worm 
(ball be ſpread under them, and the worm ſhall cover them; ſeeing that a mo- 
ment of time ſhall extinguiſh all their luſtre, and ſtill all chat tumult about 
them ; that they muſt be diſrobed of their purple, and be cloathed with 
corruption ; that their ſo ſpatious and ſplendid Palaces muſt ſoon be ex- 
changed for cloſe darkſome Coffins; that both their own breath, and the 
breath of them who now applaud them muſt be ſtopped; that they who 
now bow to them, may preſently trample on them ; and they who to 
day trembled at their preſence, may the morrow ſcornfully igfult upon 
their memory : 1s this the man (will they ſay, as they did of that great 
King) Who made the Earth to tremble ; that did ſhake Kingdoms ; that 
a; theWarld as a Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed the Kingdoms thereof ? ſince 
this is the fate of the greateſt, and moſt glorious among men, what rea- 
ſon can there be to admire their condition; to prize ſuch vain and ſhort- 
livd preeminences? for who can accompr it a great happineſs to be ſty- 
led and reſpe&ed as a Prince, to enjoy all the powers and prerogatives 
of higheſt dignity tor a day, or two; then being obliged to — 
Of 


(faith the P/ahmift) mes of Jow degree are vanity, Pal. 63. y: 


te Kingdoms : If. 14. thi 


honour abideth not, But is like the beaſts that pi. 82. 6. 
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to a ſordid and deſpicable eſtate? who values the fortune of him that is 
brought forth upon the ſtage to act the part of a Prince; though he be 
attired there, and Mos 1, as ſuch ; hath all the garb and ceremony, 
the enſignsand 7 np of Majeſty about him; ſpeaks and behaves 
himſelf imperiouſly ; is flattered and worſhipped accordingly ; yer, who 


' in his heart doth adore this Idol ; doth admure this mockery of greatneſs? 


why not? becauſe after an hour or two.the Play is over, and this man's 
reign is done. And what great difference 1s there between this and the 
greateſt worldly ſtate? berween Alexander in the hiſtory, and Alex- 
ander on the ſtage ? Are not (in the P/almiſt's © ld all our years 
ſpent as a tale that is told; or, as a fable, that is ated? this in compari- 
{on of that, what is it at moſt, but telling the ſame ſtory, ating the ſame 
part a few times over? what are a few years more than a few hours re- 
peated not very often? not ſo often as to make any conſiderable diffe- 
rence ; fo a great Emperour refleted : 7 tapien Team ie® ren 
elwls ; what (aid he) doth the age of an infant, dying within three 
days, differ from that of Neſtor, who lived three ages of men; ſince both 


. Jhall be paſt, and ended; both then meet, and thereby become equal ; 


ſince conſidering the immenſe time that runs on, and how little a part 
thereof any of us takes up ( juvenes et ſenes in @quo ſumus) we are all 
alike young and-old; as a drop and a pint bottle in compare to the 


2641 5+ tied ld tins Ocean are in a ſort equal, that 15, both altogether 
videtur, in quo eſt aliquid extreman, &c. 1nconſiderable. Quid enim din eft 4 ubi f nis oft 2 
Cic. de Seneth, | TT faith St. Auſtin: what can be long that ſhall be ended 


which-coming to that pals is as if it never had been? Since then upon 
this accompt (upon worldly accompts, I ſpeak all this; and excepting 
that dignity and power may be talents beſtowed by God, or advantages 
to ſerve God, and promote the good of men; excepting alſo the relation 
perſons juſtly inſtated in them bear to God as his deputies and miniſters; 
in which ect much reverence is due to their perſons, much value to 

their places; even the more, by how much leſs their preſent outward 
eſtate is conſiderable, and becauſe at preſent they receive ſo ſlender a re- 
ward for all their cares and pains employ'd in the diſcharge of their offi- 
ces; this I interpoſe to prevent miſtake, leſt our diſcourſe ſhould ſeem 
to diſparage, or detraCt from the reverence due to perſons in eminent place. 


' But fince, under this caution) all worldly power and glory appear fo lit- 


tle valuable, the conſideration hereof may avail to moderate our affec- 
tions about them; to quell all ambitious deſires of them, and all vain com- 
placencies in them. For why ſhould we ſo eagerly ſeek and perſue ſuch 
empty ſhadows, which if we catch, we in etfe& catch nothing ; and 
whatever it is, doth preſently ſlip out of our hands? why do we pleaſe 
our ſelves in ſuch evanid dreams ; is it not much better to reſt quiet and 
content in any ſtation wherein God hath placed us, than to trouble our 
ſelves and others in climbing higher to a precipice, where we can hard- 


 Iy ſtand upright, and whence we ſhall certainly tumble down into the 
' grave? This conſideration is alſo a remedy, proper to remove all re- 


Pal. 90, 6. 


gret and envy. grounded upon ſuch regards? for why, though ſuppoſe 
men of ſmall worth, or vertue ſhould flouriſh in honour and power, 
ſhall we repine thereat ? is it not as if one ſhould envy to a buttertly, its 
gaudy wings; to a tulip its beautifull colours, to the graſs its pleaſant- 
verdure; that graſs, to which in this Pſalm we are compared ; which in 
the morning flouriſbeth, and groweth up, in the evening i cut down, and 
: withereth > 
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withereth2 1 may fay of this diſcourſe with the Philoſopher , rar 
jatv, Gluws *\ avnnigy PohMnyue, "ris homely remedy (there may be di- an.1v. s $0 
vers better ones) yet hath its efficacy ; for David himſelf made uſe there- 
of more than once: Be »ot, ſaith he, afraid, (or troubled) whey one 13 Pal. 49. 16. 
made rich, when the glory of his houſe s increaſed 5 for when be dieth he 73: 13+ 37-1. 
* ſhall carry nothing away, his glory ſhall not deſcend with him. I was (faith Prov. 23. 19: 
he again) envious at the fooliſh, when I ſaw the. proſperity of the wicked ; 
but T went into the ſanftuary, then underſtood I their end; ſurely thou did(t 
' ett them in ſlippery plates how are they brought into deſolation as in a 
moment : Thus conſidering the lubricity and tranſitorineſs of that pro- 
ſperity, which fooliſh and wicked men enjoyed ; did ſerve -to cure 
that envious diſtemper, which began to afte& the good man's heart. 
2. But let us deſcend from dignity and power (that is from names and 
ſhews) to ſomewhat ſeeming more real and ſubſtantial ; to riches; that 
great and general Ido], the moſt devoutly adored that ever any hath been 
in the World ; which hath a Temple almoſt in every. houſe, an altar in 
every heart; to the gaining of which moſt of the thoughts, moſt of 
the labours of men immediately tend } in the poſſeſſion of which men 
commonly deem the greateſt happineſs doth conſiſt. But this conſide- 
ration we diſcourſe about, will eafily diſcover, that eventhis, as all other 
Idols, is nothing in the World, nothing true and ſolid ; Will (I fay) ju- : cor. 8. ,, 
_ ſtify that advice and verify that aſſertion of the Wiſe-man : 'Labour not for Proy, 23, 5. 
riches, wilt thou ſet thy heart upon that which # not? it well applyed will 
pluck down the high places reared to this great Idol of clay in mens 
hearts; will confute the common conceits, and phraſes, which fo bea- 
tify wealth ; ſhewing that whoever dotes thereon is more truly and _ 
properly ſtyled a miſerable man, than a happy, or bleſſed one: for is *0x4,6. 
e not indeed miſerable, who makes {es his refuge, who confides in that Beats, Gr: 
which will deceive and diſappoint him? The Prophet aſſures us ſo: Woe 4 2 
(faith theProphet Fabbakuk) woe be to him, who coveteth an evil covetouſ- 
neſs to his houſe ; that he may ſet his #cſt on high, that he may be delive- 
red from the power of evil: men (he implies) imagine by getting riches, 
they have ſecured and raiſed themſelves above the reach of all miſchief : 
but ye ſee it was in the Propher's judgment a woefull miſtake. St. Paul 
s doth warn men (very emphatically). ot to hope 67373 i\grs advnimmll, in i Tims. 15: 
the micertainty ( or obſcurity) of riches ; intimating , that to truſt in 
them, is to truſt in darkneſs it ſelf ; in that wherein we can diſcern no- 
_ thing ; in we know not what? they are, we cannot but obſerve, ſub- 
je& to ah infinity of chances, many bf them obvious and notorious ; 
more of them ſecret and unaccomptable : they make. (the Wiſe-man tells Prov. 23. 5; 
bs) themſelves wings (they need it ſeems no help for that) and fly away 
like as an eagle toward heaven (quite out of ſight, and beyond our reach 
they of their own accord do ſwittly fy Rhadks, however, ſhould they be 
difpoſed to ſtay with us; we muſt fly from them ; were they inſepa+ 
rably affixed to this life, yet muſt they together with that be ſevered 
from us ; as we came naked of them into this World, ſo naked ſhall we 
return : As he came, faith the Preacher, ſo ſhal/ he go ; and what profit Job r. 21. 
(then) hath he that labourtth fot the wind ? from hence, that we muſt 27,5 . . 
fo ſoon part with riches, he infers them to be'but wind ;' a thing not any- Ec. 5. 21. 
Wiſe to be fixed, or fetled ; which 'tis vain to think we can appropriate, _ 
or retain ; and vain therefore greedily;to covet, ' or-perſue : ſo the F/al- 
miſt alfo reaſons it : Surely, every man (faith he.) waiketh in — Plal. 39. 5, 
> F ew 7 
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ſhew; ſurely they art diſquieted in vain; he heapeth up riches, and knoweth 
ot who ſhall gather them. Men, if his accompt, that troubled them- 
ſelves in accumulating wealth, did but idly delude themſelves, fanſying 
to receive content from ſuch things, which they muſt themſelves ſoon 

| be ſeparated from ; and leave at uncertainties, to be diſpoſed of they 
know not how: that which in his wiſe Son's eſteem was ſufficient to - 
Eccl. 2.18. make a man hate all his labour under the ſon : Becauſe, ſaith he, 7 ſha 
leave it to the min that ſhall be after me, and who knoweth, whether he 

ſhall be a Wiſe-man, or a fool > yet he ſhall have rale over all my labour, 

wherein 1 have laboured, and wherein I have ſhewed my ſelf wiſe under 

the ſun : All, it ſeems, that we are ſo wiſe, and ſo induſtrious about ; 

In his elaborant, que ſciunt nibil omnino that we ſo beat our heads about, and ſpend our fpt- | 
ad ſe pertinere; ſerunt arbores, que alteri rits UPON, is at moſt but ganazum heredu; the joy of 


ſeculo proſit. Cie. de Senedt. an heir, and that an uncertain one ( for your ſon, 


your kinſman, your friend may for all you can know dye betore you, 
or ſoon after you) 'tis but a being at great pains and charges 1n tilling 
the Land, and ſowing, and'drefling it ; whence we are ſure not to reap 
any benefit to our ſelves, and cannot know who ſhall doe it. , 
Jam. 1.111 The rich man ( St. Fames tells us) as the flower of the graſs ſhall he paſs 
away; for the ſun 1s no ſooner. riſen with a turning heat, but it withereth 
the graſs, and the flower thereof. falleth, and the grace of the faſhion thereof 
periſheth ; So alſo ſhall the rich-man fade in his ways; all the comfort (we 
ſee by the 4po/le's diſcourſe) '\and the convenience, all the grace and 
ornament that riches are ſuppoſed to yield will certainly wither and de- 
cay, either before, or with us ;- whenever the ſun (that is, either ſome 
extreme miſchance in life, or the certain deſtiny of death) doth ariſe, and 
make impreſſion on them. But our Savzowr hath beſt ſet out the nature 
Luke 12, 20. and condition of theſe things in that Parable concerning the man, who 
having had a plentifull crop of Corn, and having projefted for the diſ- 
poſal of it, reſolved then zo Heſs himſelf, and entertain his mind with 
pleaſing diſcourſes, that having, 1n readineſs and ſecurity, ſo copious ac- 
commodations, he might now enjoy himſelf with full fatisfaCtion and * 
delight ; not conſidering, that though his barns were full, his life was 
not ſure ; that God's pleaſure might ſoon interrupt his paſs-time ; that 
the fearfull ſentence might preſently be pronounced : Thou fool, this night | 
thy life ſhall be required of thee, and what thou haſt prepared, to whom 
ſhall it fall Emripides calls riches pdwyor yenue, a thing which much 
endears life ; or makes men greatly love it ; but they do not at all ena-_ 
ble to keep it : there is no avzMeyue Tis wyns, 10 price, or ranſome 
equivalent to life; all that a man hath, he would grve to redeem it, but 
it is a purchaſe too'dear for all the riches in the World to compals ; fo 


Tiyt $54. 


Pal. 439. the P/almiſt tells us, They that truſt in their wealth, and boaſt themſelves 


in the multitude of their riches, none of them can by any means redeem his 
brother, nor give to God a ranſome for him; for the redemption of their 
ſoul is pretious : they cannot redeem their Brother's ſoul, or lite; nor 
therefore their own ; for all ſouls are of the fame value, all greatly ſur- 
paſs the price of gold and ſilver. Life was not given us tor perpetuity, 


Luke 12. 20. but lent, or depoſited with us; And without delay or evaſion it muſt 


be reſigned irito the hand of its juſt Owner, when he ſhall pleaſe to de- 


Prov. 11. 44 mand it ; and although righteouſneſs may, yer riches (as the Wiſe-man 


| tells us) cannot delever from death, nor at all profit us in the day o wrath. 


Could we probably retain our poſſeſſions for ever in our han nay, 
could 


——— 
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could we certainly foreſee ſome con{iderably long definite time, in which 

we might enjoy our ſtores, it were perhaps ſomewhat excuſable to ſcrape, 

and hoard, it might look like rational providence, it might yield fone 

valuable ſatisfaction ; but ſince, Rape, congere, aufer, poſhde, ftatim re- Prov. 27. 24. 
linquendum eft ; fince, as Solomon tells us, Riches are not for ever, nor 

dath the crown endure to every generation ;" yea, ſince they muſt be left 

very ſoon, nor 15 there any certainty of keeping them any time ; that | 

one day may conſume them ; one night may diipoſſeſs us of them, and 

our life together with them, there can be no reaſon why we ſhould be 

ſolicitous about them ; no accompt given of our ſetting {o- high a rate 

upon them. For who would much regard the having cuſtody of a rich 

treaſure for a day or two, then to be itripped of all, and left bare ? to 

be to day inveſted in large demains, and the morrow to be diſpoſlefied of = 

them? no man ſurely would be fo fond, as much to affe&t the condi- Sen. £9. 98. 
tion. Yet this is our caſe; whatever we call ours, we are but guardians 

thereof- for a few days. This conſideration therefore may ſerve to re- 

preſs, or moderatean us all covetous deſires, proud concerts, vain con- 

fidences and fatisfactions in reſpe&t to worldly wealth, to induce us (in 

Job's language) mot to make gold our hope, nor to ſay to the fine gold, thou Job 31. 24. 
art my confidence ; not to rejoice becauſe our wealth is great, and becauſe 

our hand hath gotten much ; to extirpate-from our hearts that root of all 

evil, the love of money. For if, as the Preacher thought, the greateſt 

pleaſure or benefit accruing from them, is but looking upon them for a 

while, (what good, faith he, 7s there to the owners thereof, ſaving the be- xc, ,. ir. 
holding of them with their eyes? ) it a little will, nay muſt ſuffice our 

natural appetites, and our preſent neceſiities ; .if more than needs, is but 

(as the Scripture teaches us) a trouble, diſquieting our minds with: care ; Eccl. 5. 12. 
a dangerous ſnare, drawing us into muſchiet and forrow ; it this, I fay, * Tm-6. 9. 
be their preſent quality ; and were it better, yet could it laſt for any 

certain, or any: long continuance, 1s it not evidently better to enjoy that 

pittance God hath allotted us with eaſe and contentation of mind ; or if Singlici car4 
we want a necellary ſupply, to employ onely a moderate diligence in pag m_ 
getting thereof by the taireſt means, which with God's bleſſing promiſed 7; 1wvoraur. 
thereto, will ngver fail tro procure a competence, and with this toreſt-con- Sen. #p. 85. 
tent; than with thoſe in Amos, to pant after the duſt of the earth ; to lade our _ b 
ſebves with thick clay ; tothirſt infatiably after flouds of gold, to heap up 1 Tim. s. 8. 
mountains of treaſure, to extend unmeaſurably our poſſeſſions, (70iuing OS 4 Ww 
houſe to houſe, and laying field to field, till there be no place, that we. may Hab. 2. 6. 
be placed alone in the midſt of the earth ; as the Prophet Eſay doth ex- '* 5 #: 
cellently deſcribe the covetous man's humour) than, I ſay, thus inceſ- 

ſantly to toil for the maintenance of this frail body, this flitting breath 

of ours? If Divine Bounty hath freely imparted a plentifull eſtate upon 

us; we ſhould indeed bleſs God for it ; mating our ſetves friends thereby Luke 16. 5. 
{as our Saviour adviſes us) employing it to God's praiſe and ſervice; to 

the relief and comfort of our Brethren that need ; but to ſeek it earneſt- 

ly, to ſet our heart upon it, to rely thereon ; to be greatly pleaſed or 

elevated in mind thereby, as it argues much infidelity and profaneneſs 

of heart, ſo it ſignifies much inconſiderateneſs and folly, the ignorance 

of its nature, the forgetfulneſs of our own condition, upon the grounds 
diſcourfed upon. 2, fg 7 
1 3. Now, in the next place; for. pleaſure, that great witch, which ſo. 
enchants the World, and which by «ts miſchievous baits ſo allures _ 
$7 | L 4 | in 
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kind into fin and miſery ; although this conſideration be not altogether 
neceſlary to difparage it ( its own nature ſufficing to that; for it is more 
tranſitory than the thorteſt life, it dies in the very enjoyment) yet it 
may conduce to our wiſe and good prattice'in reſpect thereto, by tem- 
pering the ſweetneſs thereof, yea ſouring its reliſh to us ; minding us of 
its inſufficiency and unſerviceableneſs to rhe felicity of a mortal crea- 
ture ; yea, its extremely dangerous conſequences to a ſoul, that muſt 
ſurvive the ſhort enjoyment thereof, Some perſons indeed, ignorant 
_ or incredulous of a future eſtate ; preſuming of no;ſenſe remaining after 
death, nor regarding any accompt to be rendred of this life's actions, 
have encouraged themſelves, and others in the free enjoyment of pre- 
ſent ſenſualities, upon the ſcore of our life's ſhortneſs and uncertainty ; 


inculcating ſuch Maxims as theſe : G | 
Brevy eſt hic fruttus homulls ; 


k Lucr. 
Quem fors dierum cunque dabit, lucro — poſt mortem malla voluptas. 
Fo ; oe _— Wy Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we ſhall dye ; 
3 O . . p ' 
' Hor. 7. 9 becauſe our life is ſhort, Jet us make the moſt ad- 
I LOG T9 BY  _ vantageous uſe thereof we can ; becauſe death is 


uncertain, let us prevent its ſurpriſal, and be aforehand with it, enjoy- 

ing ſomewhat, before it ſnatches all from us. The Authour of Wiſedom 

Sap. 2.1, &c. Oblerved, and thus repreſents theſe mens diſcourſe : Our life is ſhort and 
tedious ; and in the death of a man there is no remedy ; neither was there 

any man known to have returned from the grate :' —— Come on, therefore 

| let us enjoy the good things that are preſent ; let us ſpeedily uſe the crea- 

tures like as in youth ; Let us fill our ſebves with coſtly wine and ointments ; 

and let no flower of the ſpring paſs by us ; let us crown our ſelves with roſe- 

buds before they be withered; let none of us go without his part of volup- 

tuouſneſs — for this is our portion, and our lot is this. . Thus, and no 

wonder, have ſome men conceiving themſelves beaſts, reſolved to live as 

ſuch ; renouncing all ſober care becoming men, and drowning their 

reaſon in brutiſh ſenſualities ; yet no queſtion, the very ſame retlexion, 

that this life would ſoon paſs away, and that death might ſpeedily at- 

tack them, did not a little quath their mirth, and damp their pleaſure. 

To think, that this perhaps might be the laſt banquet they ſhould taſte 

_ of; that they ſhould themſelves ſhortly become the feaſt of Worms and 
Serpents; could not bur ſomewhat ſpoil the guſt of their higheſt deli- 

cactes, and diſturb the ſport of their loudeſt jovialities ; but, in Job's ex- 

Job 26. 14. preſſion, make the meat in their bowels to turn, and be as the gall of Aſps 
within them. Thoſe cuſtomary enjoyments did ſo enamour them of 

ſenſual delight, that they .could not without pungent regret imagine a 

neceſſity of ſoon for ever parting with them; and 1o their very pleaſure 

was by this thought made diſtaſtful] and embirtered to them. 'So did the 

Feckas 41. 1. Wiſe-man obſerve: O death, how bitter is the remembrance of thee to a max 
that liveth at reſt in his poſſeſhons; unto the man that hath nothing tovex him ; 

and that hath proſperity in all things ; Tea (adds he) unto him, that is yet 

able to receive meat: And how bitter then muſt the remembrance there- 

of be to him, who walloweth in all kind of corporal ſatisfaction and de- 

light; that placeth''all his happineſs in-ſenſual enjoyment 2 However, 

as to'us, Who are better inſtructed and affe&ed ; who know and believe 

a future ſtate; the conſideration, that the time of enjoying theſe delights 

Eccles 7.5, -Will ſoon be over; that this World's jolliry is but like the crackling of 
thorns under a fot ( which yields a brisk found, and a chearfull blaze, 

| I bur 
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fruits behind them, but do onely corrupt and enervate owr minds; war 
againſt, and hurt our ſouls ; tempt us to fin, and involve us in guilt; 
that therefore Solomon was ſurely in the right, when he faid of /aughter, Eccl. 2. 2. 
that it is mad, and of mirth, what doeth it 2 (that is, that the higheſt of 
theſe delights are very irrational impertinences) and of intemperante ; - 
that, at the laſt, zt biteth like a Serpent, and ſtingeth like an Adder ; prov. 23.32: 
with us, 1 fay, who refle&t thus, that (me cormie@. 2uzenes dwAzuoc) Heb. 11, 25. 
enjoyment of finfull pleaſure for a ſeaſon cannot obtain much eſteem and 
love; but will rather, I hope, be deſpiſed and abhorred by us. I will 
add onely | | | 

4- Concerning ſecular wiſedom and knowledge; aus 16 5 mgte abun; fwd; 
the which men' do alſo commonly with yr ear- ew nevucin[t, g T9 Becaig. Ariſt, 
neſtneſs and ambition ſeek after, as the moſt ſpecious ©* #7: | : 
ornament, and pure content of their mind; this conſideration doth alf 
detect the juſt value thereof ; ſo as to allay intemperate ardour toward 
it, pride and conceitedneſs upon the having or ſeeming to haveit, envy and 
emulation about it. For, imagine, it you pleaſe, a man accomplithed 
with all varieties of learning commendable, able to recompr all the ſto- 
ries, that have been ever written (or the deeds ated) ſince the Worlds 
beginning ; to underſtand, or with the geſt delightfull fluency and ele- 
gancy to ſpeak all the languages, thatMNave at any time been in uſe 
among the ſons of men; skilfull in twiſting and untwiſting all kinds of 
ſubtilties ; verſed in all forts of natural experiments, and ready to-aſſign 
plauſible conjeures about the cauſes of them ; ſtudied in all books what- 
ever, and in all monuments of antiquity ; deeply knowing 1n all the 
myſteries of art, or ſcience, or policy, ſuch as have ever been deviſed 
by humane wit, or ſtudy, or obſervation; yet all this, ſuch is the pity, 
he muſt be forced preſently to abandon ; all the uſe he could make of all 
his notions, the pleaſure he might find in them, the reputation accruing 
to him from them muſt at that fatal minute vaniſh ; h» &reath goeth Plal. 45. 4- 
forth, he returneth to his earth, in that very day his thoughts periſh. Ecd. 9. 106 
There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſedom in the grave, 
whither he goeth. 'Tis ſeen (faith the P/almift, ſeen indeed every day, pal. 45. 10. 
and obſerved by all) that wiſe men dye ; likewife the fool and brutiſh per- —_— 145 
ſon periſheth ; one event happeneth to them both ; there is no remembrance ” © 
of the wiſe more than of the foot for ever; (both dye alike, both alike 
are forgotten) as the wiſeſt man himſelf, did (not without ſome diſtaſt) 
obſerve and complain. All our ſubtile- conceits, and nice criticiſms ; 
all our fine inventions and goodly ſpeculations ſhall be ſwallowed up ei- 
ther in the Utter darkneſs, or in the clearer light of the future ſtate. 
One'potion of that Lethean cup: (which we muſt -all take down upon 
our entrance into that /and of forgetfulneſs) will pro- pa, $8. 12. 
bably drown the memory , deface the ſhape of all The S' "Tooxegrrs Sizreclu om+ 


thoſe Zdeas, with which we have here ſtuft'd our oxatlor, Ync&v ono Tap aus T6 (er 


ws, : IM ms, ws or ods Yenonidurs 7 TYXNUS) 
minds; however they are not like to be of uſe to us #; Sine; ipiv]az, Gar Sen. apud Plur: 


in that new, ts por ſtate; where none of our 24: 541- 

languages are ſpoken ; one of our experienee will ſute ; where all things 
have quite another face unknown, unthought of by us. ' Where Ari/#6- 
zle,,and Yarroſhall appear mere Idiots ; Demoſthenes and Cicero ſhall be- 
come very infants; the wiſeſt and eloquenteſt Greeks will prove ſenſeleſs 
and dumb Barbarians; where all our Authours ſhall have no mat ; 
254 Qi where 
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in theſe miſipuregions we thought our ſelves beſt.to know ; as 
learn, what we not once ever dream'd of 5 Noth therefore, 
ſo-tranſktory and: fruitleſs # good (for it elf I me excepting 
duty to'God, or the reaſonable diligence we are bound to Our Call 
ling) deſerve fuch anxious deſire ; or ſo reſtleſs toil ; pep att.cnti 
ot mind ,, or aſfiduous pain of bady about it? doth it become ys t0:66n 
tend,-or cmulate ſo much about it? aboye all do we not moſt -ynreaſo 
nably, and the nature of the thing it Jl we pretend to (ths 


ignorantly and fooliſhly ) if we are proud and conceitad, muxcti value 77 


our ſelves or contemn others, in reſpect thereto? Solomon the x molt ex- 
erienced in this matter, and belt able to judge thereof (He tha & his 
eart to ſeek and fearch out þy wiſedom-concerniog all things, thas & bad 
been done under Heayen, and this with extreme juccels; even 
k ſeth the ſame ſentence of vanity, vexation and dog upon 
Ainis ipa- this, as upon all other ſubceleſtial things. True, he commends wiſeds; 
oy *: 449%- ag, an excellent 2nd uſefull thing comparatively ; exceeding folly, ſo fa on 
T9 0 " & light exceedeth darkneſs ; Buy ſince light it felt is not: pat pimp 
Eccl. 2. 15- mult give way to darkneſs; the diflerence ſoon yaniſhed ;- and his opini- 
on-thereof abated ; conſidering, that as it happened-to the fool, fo.ic 
happened to him, he breaksg to that expoſiulation :\ yd why then was 7 
more wiſe 2 'to what purpoſe ws ſuch a diſtingion mace, ca ſignified 
in effet ſo little? And indegd the Teſtimony of this great perſonage may 
ſerve for a good Epilogue to all this diſcourſe, Gdiſcoverin ing Nallcioocly the 
ſlender worth of all earthly things: Seeing he, that try given bimſelf 
induftriouſly to experiment the worth of all things hexe es ; to ſound 


the depth of their utmoſt perfeRion and uſe ; "who had all the advanta-/ 


ges imaginable of performiog it ; Who Sourithed in the greateſt mag- 
nificences of worldly pomp and power ; who enjoyed an incredible at- 
fluence of all riches; who taſted all varieties of moſt exquiſite pleaſure ; 
whoſe heart was (by God's ſpecial gift, and by his own indylieions care) 
enlarged with all kind of knowledge ( furniſhed with notions many- as 

x King.q- 29. the ſand upon the Sea, ſhore). above all that were before him ; who had 
poſicſſed, and enjoyed all that fancy could conceive, or heart could with, 

and had arrived to hs top of ſecular happineſs ; Yet even He with pa 

thetical reiteration pronounces all to be waxity and Vexation of ſpirit ; .cf 
together unprofitable and unlatisfaftory to the mind of man. And fo 
therefore we may juſtly conclude them to be; fo finiſhing the firlt grand 
advantage this preſent conſideration affordeth us in order to that wiſe- 
dom, to which we ſhould apply our hearts, 

[ ſhould proceed to gather other good hs which i jsapt to produce 
and contribute to the lame. purpoſe ;\ but ſince my thoughts have taken 
ſo large ſcope upon that former head, ſo that I have already too much, 

' I fear, exerciſed your patience, I ſhall onaly mention van oo. As this 
conſideration doth, as we have ſeen, Firſt, dipole us.rightly 
theſe temporal goods, and moderate our affed 10N$ A 0] at tl 
doth, Secondly, in like manner, conduce to the right e: _ ti 

oral evils; and thereby to the well tempering our paſſions i 

ment of them ; to the Deg of patience and co 

minds. Alſo, Thirdly, it ma! y help! us þ ustoreg; 
thoſe things (gaod or evil) \ elate to-our f fab bs: 1 
things onely of a permanent nature, and of an \cvartſtiog' conſequer 


's Sa 1 
Oh " : : 
FIGS” FAT WE 8.) JP , 4 —_— Os "I ; W425 


Le ears os 110 Irs 


Serm. Serrr a. XIV. The Conſt 


aber's &n nd, 


— ES ; 


( 


+ 
—_ 


tw, us. Fourthly, It will 
169 the fhoer og our 


8, Ie OL | Oy hs 
Y ECD Y ; * i ” y T5 y pF PF - en 4 p 


t7, no EG 
| | e: not. to deſis or procraſtinate our 
x loi | 1 ine ape .CH.C df 


1 leading to proo' lib. "Eithly, It will they to confer 
ard the bt g and reſerving Se | in our thoughts, 
rds and actions; cauſing us to decline all oblique deſigns upon prefent 
mean n intereſts, or baſe ye. A to the opinipns or a eftions of men ; 
bearing mg reſpects to our conſcience and duty in our ations; Teach- 
ing us to =. as we mean; and be what we would ſeem; to be in our 
hearts and in our cloſets, what we appear in our outward expreſſions 
$ with men ; ; For conliderim that vihlas ery ſhort 
hethoughts ! be diſco the aQions 
of our lives expoſed: to publick view (being firiaty to 5 examined ax 
the great bar of divine judgment before Angels and Men) we cannot but 
perceive. it to be the greatelt folly in the World; is ſhort preſent 
co to diſguiſe our ſelves; to conceal our intentions, or ſmother our 
| What hath occurred (upon theſe important ſubjes) to my 
| maſtery, 7 at reſent, ih regard td your patiend, omit. I ſhall 
cloſe all with hes goc Colle of our Church. 


# 


Almighty God, give us grace, that we may caf away the works of dark: 
neſs, and put upon us the armour of light now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which thy Son Feſus Chriſt came to viſit us mn great humility. that in the 
laſt day, when he ſhall come again in his glorious Majeſty to judge both the 
quick and the dead, we may riſe td the life immortal, through him, who 
liveth and reigneth with hit , and FR * Holy Ghoſt ; - now and ever. 
Amen: - : 
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LATTER EF: 


PSAL. XC. 12. 
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wiſedom. | 


All the days of | the moſt common and paſſable interpretation) that which I chiefly 


_ . 
mA obſerved was this : That the ſerious conſideration of the ſhortneſs 


Job 14. 14- F: diſcourſing formerly upon theſe words (cxpounge according to * 
wait, tilmy and frailty of our life is a fit mean or rational inſtrument ſubſervient to 


change come«. {he bringing our hearts to wiſedom ; that is, to the making us diſcern, 


attend unto, embrace, and proſecute ſuch things, as according to the. 
dictates pf right reaſon are truly beſt for us. 


T. The truth of which obſervation I largely dechred from hence, 
that the ſaid conſideration diſpoſeth us to judge rightly about thoſe goods 
(which ordinarily court and tempt us, viz. worldly glory and honour ; 
riches, pleaſure, knowledge; to which I might have added wit, ſtrength 
and beauty) what their juſt worth and value is; and conſequently to mo- 
derate our affe&tions, our cares, our endeavours about them; for that if 
all thoſe goods be uncertain and tranſitory, there can be no great reaſon 
to prize them much, or to affe& them vehemently, or to ſpend much 


care and pain about them. 


IT. I ſhall next in the ſame ſcales weigh our temporal evils; and fay, | 


that alſo, The conſideration of our lives brevity and frailty doth avail. 
| | | 9 
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to the paſſing a true judgment. of, and conſequently to the governin 

our paſſions, and ordering our behaviour in reſpect to all thoſe UE308, 
evils, - Which either according to the Law of our nature, or the fortuitous 
courſe of things, or the particular diſpenſation of providence do befall : 
us, Upon the declaration of whictf point T need not infiſt much; fince \y 
what was before diſcourſed concerning the oppoſite goods doth plainly "0 
enough infer it ; more immediately indeed in regard-to the mala dams, 
or prevations ( the evils, which conſiſt onely 1n the want, or loſs of 
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Land is not far off; and -by_diſembarking hence we ſhall ſuddenly be 
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Summi doloris intentio invenit' fultm : 
nemo poteſt vald? dolere, & din: fic nos 
amantiſſima noftri nature diſpoſutt, ut do- 
hbrem aut tolerabilem, aut brevem jaceret. 
Sen. Ep. 24 


Dolore perculſi mortem imploramus , e- 
dmque unam , ut miſeriarum malorimgue 
terminum exoptam#. Cic. conſ. 

Moriar ? hue dicis 3 deſinam egrotare 
paſſe; Exc. Sen. 


diſcharged of all our moleſtations. *Tis #s common 
ſolace of grief, approved by wiſe men, / gravir, 
brevis eft ; fi longus, levis ; if it be very grievous 
and acute, it cannot-continue Jong, without in- 
termiſſion or reſpit ; if it abide Jong, it is ſuppor- 
table ; intolerable pain is like hghtniog, it def 


: t deliroys 
us, or is it ſelf inſtantly deſtroyed. However, 


death at length (which never is far off) will free us ; 


be we never ſo much toſled with ſtorms of misfor- 
tune, that is a ſure haven ; be we perſecuted with 
never ſo many enemies, that is a ſafe refuge ; let 
what pains or diſeaſes ſoeyer infeſt us, that is an aſ- 
ſured Anodynon, and infallible remedy for them all ; 


however we be. wearied with the labours of the day, the nighe will 
come, and eaſe us ; the grave will become a bed of reſt unto us. © Shall 
I dye? I ſhall then ceaſe to be ſick ; I ſhall be exempted from diſgrace ; 
I ſhall be enlarged from priſon ; I ſhall be no more pinched with want ; 
no more tormented with pain. Death is a Winter, that as it'withers 
the roſe and lily, fo it kills the nettle and thiſtle ; as it {tifles all worldly 


mini poteſt 3 
At nemo more 
tem. Sen. 
Trag. 

Job 3. 17. 


bs all care and grief; as it huſhes the yoice 
1! | 
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cure diſcontent arid impatience. m—__ 
and we upon all accompts are oþliged readily to ſubmit ; that 
ordinarily come from Gods'gbodnels, and gratigus delign toward: 
iſtred by the Divine Wiſedom. to prevent, remove or abate our di 

rs of foul (tally the rumours of prd, 70 col te fevers 


* 
C1E 
* £20 


% 
of 5 - » x ES 42 
2 \ © ©'V 1% 
4, 
* Xx Y is 


; * 
bo 
# 
4 


? ; = 


' Serm. XV. The Conſideration of our Latter end. 171 


grene of bad conſcience) that they are tatherly correCtions intended to 
reclaim us from fin, and excite us to duty ; that they ſerve as inſtru- 
ments or occaſions to exerciſe, to try, to refine our vertue ; to beger in 
us the hope, ar of us for the reception of better rewards ; ſuch diſs 
courſes indeed are oFa better nature, and have a more excellent kind of 
efficacy ; yet no fit help, no good art, no juſt weapon is to be quite neg- 
lected in the combat againſt our ſpiritual foes. A Peble-ſtone hath been 

- ſometimes found more conventent than a Sword or a Spear to ſlay a 
Giant. Baſer remedies ( by reaſon of the Patient's conſtitution, or cir- 
cumſtances ) do ſometime produce good effect, when others in their 
own nature more rich and potent want efficacy. And ſurely frequent 
reflexions upon our mortality, and living under the ſenſe of our lifes 
frailty cannot but conduce ſomewhat to the begetting in us an indiffe- 
rency of mind toward all theſe temporal occurrents ; to extenuate both 
the goods and the evils we here meet with ; conſequently therefore to | 
compole and calm our paſſions about them. 


III. But I proceed to another uſe of that conſideration we ſpeak of 
emergent from the former, but ſo as to 1umprove it to higher purpoſes. 
For ſince it is uſefull to the diminiſhing our admiration of theſe worldl 
things, to the withdrawing our affetions from them, to the ſlackning 
our endeavours about them; it will follow that it muſt conduce alfo to : 
beget an eſteem, adeſire, a proſecution of things conducing to our future 
welfare ; both by removing the obſtacles of doing fo, and by engaging 

us to conſider the importance of thoſe things in compariſon with thele. 
By removing obſtacles I fay ; for while our hearts are poſſeſſed with re- 
gard and pailion toward theſe preſent things, there can be no room left 
in them for reſpe& and affeQion toward things future. 'Tis in our ſoul 
as in the reſt of nature; there can be no penetration of objects (as it 
were) in our hearts, nor any vacuity in them; our mind no more than 
our body can be in ſeveral places, or tend ſeveral ways, or abide in perfect 
reſt ; yet ſome-where it will always be; ſome-whither it will always go; 
ſome-what it will ever be doing. If we have a treaſure here (ſome-what we mart. 6. 2: 
greatly like and much confide in) our hearts will be here with it; and if 
here, they cannot be otherwhere ; they will be taken up ; they will reſt 
ſatisfied; they will not care to ſeek farther. 'If we affect worldly glory John 5. 44+ 

and delight in the applauſe of men, we ſhall not be ſo carefull to pleaſe 12- 43- 

God, and ſeek his favour. If we admire and repoſe confidence in riches, par. 6. 24. 
it will make us negleQfull of God, and diſtruſtfull of his providence ; 
if our mind thirſts after, and ſucks in greedily ſenſual pleaſures, we ſhall gon. 8. s. 
not reliſh ſpiritual delights, attending the praftice of vertue and piety, 
or ariſing from good conſcience; adhering to, attending upon Maſters 
of ſo different, to oppoſite a quality is inconſiſtent ; they cannot abide 
peaceably together, they cannot both rule in our narrow breaſts; we | 
ſhall love and hold to the one; hate and deſpiſe the other. f any max 1 John. 15. 
ove the World, the love of the Father is not in him; the love of the 
World, as the preſent gueſt, ſo occupies and fills the room ; that it will 
not admit, cannot hold the love of God. But when the heart'is diſchar- 
ged and emptied of theſe rhings ; when we begin to deſpiſe them as baſe 
and vain; to diſtaſt them as inſipid and unſavoury ; then naturally will 
ſucceed a deſire after other things promiſing a more ſolid content ; and 
deſire will breed endeavour ; and endeavour ( furthered by God's afſi- 


Ll ſence 


* 
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Luke 22. 5. 


Matt. 22. & 


Matt. 13. 46, 


Heb. 13. 14. 
I Pet. 2. It. 


Heb. 11. 16. 


ſtence always ready to back it) will yield ſuch a glimps and taſte of thoſe 
things, as will ſo comfort arid fatisfie our minds, that thereby they will 
be drawn and engaged into a more earneſt proſecution of them. When 
(I fay) driving on ambitious projects, heaping — providing 
for the fleſh (by our refleting on the ſhortneſs anT frailty ot our lite ) 
become fo infipid to us, that we find little appetife to them, or reliſh in 
them ; our reſtleſs minds will begin to hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs, defiring ſome fatisfaRtion thence : diſcerning theſe ſecular and car- - 
nal truitions to be mear h»s&s (the proper food of ſwine) we ſhall be- 
think our ſelves of that better nouriſhment (of rational or ſpiritual com- 
fort) which our Father's houſe doth afford to his children and ſervants. 
Being ſomewhat diſentangled from the care of our fatms and our traf- 
ficks; from yoaking our oxen and being married to our preſent delights ; 
we may beat leiſure, and in diſpoſition to comply with divine invitati- 
ons to entertainments ſpiritual. Experiencing, that our trade about theſe 
petty commodities turns to ſmall accompt, and that in the end we ſhall 
be nothing richer thereby ; reaſon will induce us with the Merchant in 
the Goſpel, zo ſel all that we have (to forego our preſent intereſts and 
deſigns) for the purchaſing that rich Pearl of God's Kingdom, which 
will yield ſo exceeding profit ; the gain of preſent comfort to our con- 
ſcience, and eternal happineſs to our ſouls. In fine, when we conſider 


ſeriouſly, that we have here no abiding City, but are onely ſojourners and 


pilgrims upon Earth; that all our care and pain here do regard onely an 
uncertain and tranſitory ſtate; and will therefore ſuddenly as to all trujr 
and benefit be loſt unto us; this will ſuggeſt unto us, with the good Pa- 
triarchs, xeciHor@. elites mares ©, to long after a better Countrey ; 
4 more aſſured, and laſting ſtate of life; where we may enjoy ſome cer- 
tain and durable repoſe ; to tend homeward, in our deſires and hopes, 
toward thoſe eternal manſions of joy and reſt prepared for God's faithfull 
fervants in Heaven. Thus will this conſideration help toward the bring- 
ing us to inquire after and regard the things concerning our future ſtate ; 
and in the reſult will engage us to compare them with theſe preſent things, 
as to our concernment in them and the conſequence of them to our ad- 
vantage or damage, whence a right judgment, and a congruous prac- 
tice will naturally follow. There be four ways of comparing the things 
relating to this preſent life with thoſe which reſpe& our future tate ; 
comparing the goods of this with the goods of that ; The evils of this 
with the evils of that ; The goods of this with the evils of that ; The 
evils of this with the goods of that. All theſe compariſons we may find 
often made in Scripture ; in order to the informing our judgment abour 
the reſpeCive value of both ſorts; the preſent conſideration intervening, 
as a ſtandard to meaſure and try them by. 2 

Firſt then; comparing the preſent goods with thoſe which concern our 
future ſtate, fince the tranſitorineſs and uncertainty of temporal goods 


- detra&t from their. worth, and render them in great degree contemptible ; 
| but the durability and certainty of ſpiritual goods doth encreaſe their 


rate, and make them exceedingly valuable ; 'tis evident hence, that ſpi 
ritual goods are infinitely to be preferred in our opinion, to-be more 
willingly-embraced, to be more zealouſly perſued than temporal goods ; 
chat, in caſe of competition, when both cannot be enjayed, we are in 
reafon obliged readily to part with all theſe, rather thanto forfeit our 
fitle unto, or hazard our hope of thoſe. Thus in the ION : is _ 
i iſcourſed : 
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| FS ns. 4. 
diſcourſed: The world (faith St. Fohn) paſſeth away, and the defire thereof; 1 John 2. 19. 


: but he that doeth the will of God, abideth for ever : The World, ant all 


that is deſirable therein is tranſient ; but obedience to God's Command- 
ments is of an everlaſting conſequence; whence he infers, that we ſhould 
ot love the world; that is, not entertain fuch an afte&tion thereto, as 
may any way prejudice the love of God, or hinder the obedience ſpring- 
ing thence, or ſuitable thereto.. | 
All fleſh is graſs (faith St. Peter) and all the glory of man as the flower | ver. 1. 24, 
of the graſs; the graſs withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away ; *3- 
But the word of the Lord endureth for ever : All worldly-glory is frail 
and fading, but the word of God is eternally firm and permanent; that 
is, the good things by God promiſed to them, who faithfully ſerve him, 
ſhall infallibly be conterred on them to their everlaſting benefit ; whence 
it follows, that as he exhorts, we are bound to gird up the loins of our - 
mind, to be ſober, and hope to the end ; to proceed and perſift con- 
ſtantly in faithfull obedience to God. Charge thoſe ( faith St. Paul) who i Tim. 6. 19, 
are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, wor truſt in uncer- 
tain riches, but in the Irving God; that they doe good, be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate; treaſuring up for them- 
ſelves a good foundation for the future ; that they may attain everlaſting 
life : {ince, argues he, preſent riches are of uncertain, and ſhort conti- 
nuance ; but faith and obedience to God, exerciſed in our charity and 
mercy toward men, are a certain ſtock improveable to our eternal inte- 
reſt ; therefore be not proud of, nor rely upon thoſe, but regard eſpeci- 
ally, and employ your ſelves upon theſe. Our Saviour himſelf doth 
often inſiſt upon, and inculcate this compariſon : Treaſure not unto your Matt. 6. 20: 
ſelves treaſures upon earth, where moth and ruſt do corrupt ; and where 
thieves break throuzh and ſteal ; but treaſure up to your ſelves treaſures in 
heaven, where moth and ruſt do not corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through and fleal. Do not take care for your ſoul, what ye ſhall eat, aud v.26. 
what ye ſhall drink ; nor for your body, what ye ſhall put on ; but ſeek firſfs « 
the kingdom Ll God. Labour not for the food that periſheth, bat for the John 6. 37. 
food that abideth to eternal life ; ſell your ſubſtance, and give alms ; pro- Luke 12. 33; 
vide your ſelves bags that wax not old; an tndefettible treaſure in the Q19wov 
heavens : thus doth the Holy Scripture, ſetting torth the uncertainty ia 
and tranſitorineſs of the prefent; the certainty and permanency of future 
goods, declare the excellency of theſe above thoſe ; adviſing thereupon, 
with higheſt reaſon, that we willingly reje& thoſe (in real effect, if 
need be, however always in ready ditpofition of mind ) in order to the 
procuring or ſecuring of theſe. It alſo, for our example and encourage- 
ment, commends to us the wifedom and vertue of thoſe Perſons, who 
have effeually practiſed this duty : of Abraham, our Father, who, in Heb. 11. 10. 


expectation of that well-founded City, made and built by God, did rea- 


dily deſert his Countrey and Kindred; with all prefent accommodations 
of life ; of Moſes, who diſregarded the ſplendours and delights of a great\ »v. 23: 
Court ; reje&ed the alliance of a great Princefs, and refuſed to be called 


the ſon of Pharaob's daughter ; in reſpe@ to the wiSarohos, that future 


diſtribution of reward; a ſhare wherein ſhall affuredly fall to ther, who 
above all other conſiderations regard the performanee of their duty to 
God; of the Apoſtles, who forſook all; Parents, Brethren, Lands, Houſes, Marr. 19. 25. 
Trades, receipts of Cuſtome, to follow Chriſt; him at preſent poor, and ke 18. 38. 
naked of all-fecular honour, power, wealth and dehight ; in hope onely 
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to receive from him divine benefits, and future preterments in his King- 

Luke 10. 39. dom ; of Mary, who negleding preſent attairs, and ſeating her ſelf at 

Feſus his feet, attending to his diſcipline ; is commended tor her wile- 

dom, in minding the oxely neceſſary thing ; m chuſing the better part, 

Phil. 3. 7,8. which could never. be taken from her : of St. Paul, who accompted all his 

ains (all his worldly intereſts and privileges) to be damage, to be dung 

in reſpett to Chriſt, and the excellent knowledge of him, with the benefits 

thence accruing to him. On the contrary there we have Eſau condem- 

Acb. r2. 16. ned and ſtigmatized for a profare and a vain perſon, who (avi pz; PBew- 

ow) for one little eating-bout ; one meſs of Pottage ( for a little pre- 

ſent fatisfation of ſenſe ; or, for the ſuſtenance of this frail life ) did 

withgo his birthright, that embleme of ſpiritual bleſſings and privileges. 

Mark 10. 18. We have again repreſented to us that unhappy young Gentleman ; who, 

though he had good qualities, rendring him amiable even to our Saviour; 

and had been trained up in the.obſervance of God's Commandments ; yet 

not being content to part with his large poſſeſſions, in lieu of the trea- 

ſure by Chriſt oftered in Heaven, was reputed deficient ; could find no 

acceptance with God, nor admiſſion into his Kingdom ; for a petty tem- 

poral commodity forfeiting an infinite eternal advantage. For, faith 

Matt. 10. 37. Our Saviour, He that loveth father or mother above me ; he that doth 

Luke 14. 26+ yot hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and ſiſters, yea 

Mark 10, 25. his own life ( for me and the Goſpel) 1s not worthy of me, nor can be my 

diſciple. He that in his eſteem or affeQtion doth preter any temporal 

advantages before the benefits tendered by our Saviour (yea doth not in 

compariſon deſpiſe, renounce and reject his deareſt contents of life, 

and the very capacity of enjoying them, his life it ſelf) doth not deſerve 

to be reckoned among the Diſciples of Chri/?; to be ſo much as a pre- 

tender to eternal joy, or a candidate of immortality. Our Savor re- 

jects all ſuch unwiſe and perverſe traders, who will not exchange brittle 

glaſs for ſolid gold ; counterfeit gliſtering ſtones for genuine moſt pre- 

rious jewels ; a garland of fading flowers for an incorruptible crown of 

1 Pet. 1. 4+ Flory ; a ſmall temporary penſion for a vaſtly rich freehold ; ax inher;- 

tance. incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 

the heavens. Thus doth the Holy Scripture teach us to compare theſe 
ſorts of good things ; 2. | 

And, ſecondly, ſo alſo doth it to compare the evils of both ſtates ; 

tor that ſeeing, as the ſoon ceaſing of temporal miſchiefs ſhould (in 

reaſonable proceeding ) diminiſh the fear of them, and mitigate the 

grief. for them ; ſo the inceſſant continuance of ſpiritual evils doth ( ac- 

cording to juſt eſtimation) render them hfigely grievous and formi- 

dable; 'tis plain, that we ſhould much more diſlike, abominate, and 

ſhun ſpiritual evils, than temporal ; that we ſhould.make no queſtion 

rather to endure theſe paroxyſms of momentany pain, than incur thoſe 

chronical and (indeed ) incurable maladies; that we ſhould run wil- 

lingly into theſe ſhallow plaſhes of preſent inconvenience, rather than 

plunge our ſelves into thoſe unfathomable depths of eternal miſery. 

There is (I ſuppoſe) no man, who would not accompt it a very great 

calamity ( ſuch as hardly greater could befall him here) to have his 

Matt. 5. 29. r#ght eye plucked out, and his right hand cut off, and his foot taken from 

18.6.  . him; to be deformed and maimed, ſo that he can doe nothing, or ſtir 

| any whither ; yet.our Lord repreſents theſe to us as inconſiderable evils, 

yea as things very eligible and advantageous in compariſon of ef 

rm, _ chiefs, 
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chiefs, which the. yoluntary not embracirig them , in c: ad We, cannot 
otherwiſe than by ſo.doing avoid ſin, will bring 30, 
is (faith he) poor: > for thee, that one of th rs be oft, 
. than that thy Wh body be caſt into hell ; ng.Nv ov ", "ris "1 'tis ex- 
cellent for thee to. enter into life lame an ore] and one-ey 'd, rather 
than having two hands, and two feet, and two eyes (in all integrity and 
beauty of this temporal, or corporal ſlate ) 70 be. caft into eternal fire. 
To- ri baniſhed from ones native foil, ſecluded from all comforts of 
iendly acquaintance, deveſted irrecoverably of great eſtate and digni- 
26 zecoming 2 vagrant and a ſervant in vile employment,..in a ks 
ntrey, every man would be apt to deem a wretched condition ; yet 
Moſes, we ſee, ireely chole it, rather than by enjoying unlawful: plea- Heb. 11. 25 
fures at home, in Pharaoh's Court, ro fs God's diſp " and 1 ne 
Teance : Jovytgrs MAN tov, chufin rather to undergy = to- 
gether with Ged 5, 015 than to have meg ws <puagtias ard\awow, & 
zemporary fruition of finfull delight, dangerous to the welfare of his Þul 
Dearh is commonly eſteemed the moſt extreme and terrible of evils in- 
cident to man ; yet our Saviour bids us not to regard or fear it, in com- 
pariſon of that deadly ruine, -which we adventure on-by offending God : 
1 ſay unto you my friends ( faith he, he intended it for the moſt friendly Lake r2. 4. 
advice) Be not afraid 0 E fs that kill the body, and after that have yo- Matt: 5 gg 
thing farther to doe ; I will ſhew you whom ye ſbaſ fear ; Fear him, : 10 1-69 _ 
who after he hath killed, hath pawer to rips” into Jel; to caſt both body 8a«ye Fa 
and ſoul into Hell, and deſtroy them therein; 7ea, 1 fay unto you (lo li 
inculcates and impreſſes ; it upon them) fear him. | 
But thirdly ; Conſidering the good things of this life together with the 
evils of that, which is to come ; Since enjoying theſe goods in compa- 
riſon with-enduring thoſe evils is but. rejoicing for a mament in reſpect 
_ of mourning to eternity ;' if upon the ſeeming ſweetneſs of theſe en- 
joyments to our carnal appetite be conſequent- a remedileſs diſtempe- 
ring of our ſoul; ſo that what taſtes like waged os gall in the dige- 
ſtion ; gripes our bowels, gnaws our heart, ſtings our mat: ora 
for ever; if preſent mirth and jollity have a tendency to that dreadfull 
weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth threatned in the Goſpel; if 
for the praiſe and favour of a few giddy men here we venture eternal 
ſhame xp confuſion before God and Angels and all good men hereafter ; 
if for attaining or preſerving a ſmall ſtock of uncertain riches in this 
World we ſhall reduce our ſelves into a ſtate of moſt uncomfortable na- 
kedneſs ang penury in the other. 'Tis clear as the Sun that we are down- 
right fools and madmen, if we do not upop theſe accompts rather wil- 
ys gly reject all theſe good things, than _ incurring any of thoſe 
; for, faith truth it ſelf, What will it Fun t a man, if. he-gain the Mark 8. 36. 
| wad World (4! Cnpuad9 rut uy) and endan d 4 to his ſoul, or -*Ke 5. 25 
loſe his ſoul as a mulR. "Tis a very diſadyantageous bargain for all. the 
conveniences this World can afford to be deprived of the comforts of vur 
immortal ſtate. But Nan m 
© Laſtly, comparing the evils of this life with the benefits 
ſince the worſt tempeſts of this life will be ſoon blown over, the. bitte- 
reſt croſſes muſt expire (if not before, however) with out br ath; but 
© g00k Mp -%: 86 dd the far fac ae immu and perpetual; 
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: Ver, 1-6 of that incorruptible inheritance, laid up forus in Heaven, we-not one- 
ly ſupport and comfort our ſelves, but even rejoice and 'exult in all rhe 
afflictions by God's wiſe and juſt diſpenſation impoſed on us here; as they 

Tbid. in St. Peter; wherein (faith he) ye greatly rejoice. (or exult, ) being 

AIOED * for a little while as in heavineſs through manifold * afflittions or 

"pg trials. Accompting it all joy (faith St. Fames) when ye fall into divers 

Jam. 1. 2. Zemprations (that is afflictions or trials) knowing that the trial of your 
faith perfetteth patience ; that is, ſeeing the ſutterance of theſe preſent 
evils conduceth to the furtherance of your ſpiritual and eternal welfare. 

Rom. 5-8: And, We glory in tribulation, faith St. Paul; rendring the ſame accompr, 
becauſe it tended to their ſouls advantage: St. Paul; than whom no man 
perhaps ever more deeply taſted of the cup of affliction; and that tem- 

red with all the moſt bitter ingredients which this World can produce ; 

'Ey 4xz]:- Whoſe life was ſpent incontinual agitation and unſettledneſs; in all hard- 

5204s ſhips of travel and labour and care; in extreme ſufterance of all pains 
both of body and mind; in all imaginable dangers and difficulties and 
diſtrefſes, that nature expoſes'man unto, or humane malice can bring 
upon him ; yn all wants « potion comfort ( food, ſleep, ſhelter, liberty, 
health) in all kinds of diſgrace and contumely ; as you may ſeen thoſe 

2 Cor. 11-23- large inventories of his ſufferings, regiſtred by himſelf, in the 6th and 

"5 11th Chapters of his 2d Epiſtle to the Corinthians; Yet all this confide- 

ring the good things he expected afterward to enjoy, he accompted ve- 

2 Cor. 4-19. ry flight and tolerable: For (faith he) our lightneſs of afflictzon, that s 

Ge ay J0f @ HATE while here, worketh for ws a far more exceeding weight of glo- 

1 mpg | Pl : 

rixe. iapedy TY 3 while we look not at the things which are ſeen; but at thoſe, which are 

7 2Mil4©- wot ſeen; for the things which are ſeen are temporal ; but the things which 
are not ſeen are eternal. For we know, that when our earthly houſe of this 
tabernacle (of this unſteady tranſitory abode) 7s diſſolved, we are to have 

\ a tabernacle fromGod, a houſe not made with hands, eternal in the Hea- 

Rom. 8.18. vens. 7 reckon (faith he again, that is having made a due compariſon 

and computation I find) that the ſufferings of this preſent time are not wor- 
thy (that is are. not' conſiderable, come under no rate or proportion) 
in reſpett of the ' glory which ſhall be revealed (or openly conferred) up- 
on us. The like opinion had thole faithfull Chriſtians, in the Epiſtle to 

Heb. 10. 34 the Hebrews, of whoim *tis ſaid, that being expoſed to publick ſcorn as in 

—_ a theatre, with reproaches and afflictions, they did with gladneſs accept the 

* *Ap malay. Jpolling * (or rapine) of their goods ; knowing that they had in Heaven a 
etter and more induring ſubſtance. But the principal example (moſt 

obliging our imitation) of this wiſe choice is that of our Loxd himſelf; 
who, in-conternplation of the future great fatisfaCtion and reward of pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion to'the divine will, did willingly undergo the greateſt of 

Heb. 12: 2+ temporal ſorrows and ignominies; Who (faith the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, 

+ © propountling his exatnple to us) for the joy that was ſet before him endy- 

red the Croſs, deſpifing the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand of 
Thus.immediately, or by an caſfie inference doth the conſideration of 

this lifes ſhortneſs and uncertainty confer to that main part of wiſedom, 
rightly*to value thechings about whych we are converſant; diſpoſing us 
conſequently to'moderate our-affettions, and rightly to guide our acti- 

ons abaut them; firting us therefore for the pertormance of thoſe duties 
 ſo.oftent enjoined| 1s; of not caring for, not truſting in; not minding 
(ynduly*that is,” 'and immoderately) things below ; of dying to this 
* | ; World, 
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World, and taking up our croſs, or contentedly ſuffering (in ſubmiſſion 
to. God's will) all loſs and inconvenience; as allo to the placing our me- 
ditation and care ; our love and deſire; our hope and confidence ; our 
Joy and fatisfaQion ; our moſt earneſt pains and endeavours upon things 
divine, ſpiritual and eternal. 
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IV. I proceed to another general benefit of that general conſideration; 
which is-that it may engage us to a good improvement of our time z the : 
doing which is a very conſiderable piece of wiſedom. For it time be 7 | 
(as Theophraſtus called it truely) a thing of moſt pretious value (or ex- Nowſaim- 
pence) as it were a great folly to laviſh it away unprofitably ; ſo to be 77 #4 
frugal thereof, and carefull to lay it out for the beſt advantage, eſpeci- 
ally every man having ſo little ſtore thereof, muſt be a ſpecial point of 
prudence, To be coverous of time (Seneca tells us) is a commendable ava- Nall nit = 
rice; it being neceſſary for the accompliſhment of any worthy enter- j;jf, of. ave- 
prize ; there being nothing excellent, that can ſoon or eaſily be effeRed. ritia. Sen. 
Surely he that hath much and great buſineſs to diſpatch ; and but a lit- 
tle time allowed for it, is concerned to husband it well ; not to loſe it 
wholly in idleneſs ; not to trifle it away in unneceſlary divertiſements ; 
not to put himſelf upon other impertinent affairs; above all not to cre- 
ate obſtacles to himſelf, by purſuing matters of a tendency quite contra- 
ry to the ſucceſs of his main undertakings. + Tis our caſe; we are obli- 
ged here to negotiate in buſineſs of infinite price and conſequence to us; 
no leſs than the falvation of our ſouls and eternal happineſs; and we ſee, 
that our time to drive it on and bring it to a happy iſſue is very ſcant 
and ſhort; ſhort in it ſelf ; and very.thort 1n reſpe& to the nature of 
thoſe affairs ; the great variety, and the great difficulty of them : The 
great father of Phyficzans did quicken the ſtudents of that faculty to di- 
ligence, by admoniſhing them {in the firſt place, ſetting it in the front 
of his famous Aphoriſms) that, life i ſhort, and art is long. And how von enim dz: 
much more {o is the art of living well (that moſt excellent and moſt ne- \* nt 
ceſſary art ; for indeed vettue is not a gift of nature, but 4 work of art ; ton fri. 
an effect of labour and ſtudy) this, 1 fay moſt needfull and uſefull art See Ep: 85. 
of living vertuouſly and piouſly ; this art of ſpiritual phyſick ; (of pre- 
ſerving and recovering our ſouls health) how much longer is it 2 how 
many rules are to be learnt, how many precepts to be obſerved in order 
thereto? We are bound to furniſh our minds with needfull knowledge of 
God's will and our duty; we are to bend our unwilling wills to a ready 
compliance with them; we are to adorn our ſouls with difpoſitions ſuta- \ 
ble to the future ſtate (ſuch as may qualify us for the preſence of God, , 
and converſation with the bleſled ſpirits above ) it is incumbent on us to 
mortify corrupt deſires, to reſtrain inordinate paſſions, to ſubduenatural 
propenſities, to extirpate vitious habits ; in order to the effeCting theſe 
things, to uſe all fit means; devotion toward God, ſtudy of his Law, 
reflexion upon our actions, with all ſuch ſpiritual inſtruments ; the per- 
forming which.duties, as it doth require great care and pains, fo it needs 
much time ; all this is not diitum faitum, as ſoon done as faid ; a few 
ſpare minutes will not ſuffice to accompliſh it. Natural inclination, that 
wild beaſt within us, will not ſo preferſtly be tamed; and made trattable . 
by us. 11 habits cannot be removed without mueh exerciſe and atten- Ti 93«e i- - 
dance; as they were begot, ſo they muſt be deſtroyed, by a conſtant ſuc: ng ; >=" 
Cceflion, and frequency of ats. Fleſhly Inſt'is not to be killed vr - FO 
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ſtab or two; it will fight ſtoutly, and rebell often, and: hold out long 
before with our utmoſt endeavour we can obtain an entire victory over 
it. No vertue is acquired in an inſtant, but by degrees, ſtep by tiep ; 
from the ſeeds of right inſtruftion and good reſolution it ſprings up, and 
rows forward by a continual progreſs of. cuſtomary practice ; tis a 
Rom. 2. 7- Child of patience, a fruit of perſeverance (that «zmwon t&ys 2349s, en- 
during in doing well , St. Paul ſpeaks of ) and conſequently a work of 

time ; for enduring implies a good ſpace of time. Having therefore fo 

much to doe, and of fo great concernment, and ſo little a portion of 

time for it, it behoves us to be carefull in the improvement of what 

time is allowed us; to embrace all opportunities and advantages ofiered ; 

to go the neareſt way,. to uſe the beſt compendiums in the tranſattion of 

our buſineſs ; not. to be fſlothfull and negligent , but active and intenr 

about it ; (for as time is diminiſhed, and.in part loſt by floth or flacknels; 

ſo it is enlarged, and, as it were, multiplied by induſtry ; my days two 

in reſpect ot his, who doeth but half my work.) Not (alſo) to conſume 

our time in fruitleſs paſtimes, and curious entertainments of fancy ; be- 

ing idly buſie about impertinences and trifles ( we. call it ſport, ' but 'tis 

a ſerious damage to us ; ) not to immerſe. our ſelves in multiplicities of 

needleſs care about ſecular matters, which may diſtraCt us, and bereave 

us of fit leiſure for our great. employment ; that whuch our Saviour calls 

Luke 10. 40. Tve/SaCedat mL moMNa, to keep a great deal of doe and {tir (to be jum- 
bled about as it were, and confounded.) about many things ; and, meg1- 

o7a924 mel mow Naxovizy, to be diſtratied and perplexed about much 

x Tim. 2. 4+ comberſome ſervice ; which St. Pax calls merminedbai i 78 is mey- 
paTeie, to be implicated and entangled (as.in a net) with . the negotia- 

tions of this preſent life ; 10. that we thall.not.be expedite, or:free-to:be- 

Niir our ſelyes.about our .more weighty affairs. 'The ſpending -much 

. time about. thoſe things doth Neal it.from theſe ; yea, -doth more than 

fo, by diſcompoſing our minds. ſo that we cannot well employ what time 

remains upon our {piritual concernments. But eſpecially we ſhould-not 
proſtitute our time upon.vatious projetts and practices ; doing-which is 

not onely a prodigality of the preſent time, but an abridgment of the 

future; it nat onely doth nor promote or ſet forward our buſineſs, bur 

brings it. backward'; and makes us more-work than we had before ; "tis 

2a going in a way directly contrary to our journeys-end. The Scripture 

aptly reſembles our life to a waytaring, a condition of travel and pigri- 

mage ; now he that hath a long journey to make, and'but a little time 

of day to paſs it in, muſt in reaſon ſtrive to ſet out ſoon, and then to 

make good ſpeed ; muſt proceed on dire&ly, making no ſtops or de- 

flexions (not calling in at every ſign that invites him, not ſtanding to 

gaze at every object ſeeming new or ſtrange to him; not ſtaying to talk 

with every paſſenger that meets him ; but rather avoiding all occaſions 

of diverſion and delay) leſt he be ſurprized by the night, be left ro wan- 

der in the dark, be excluded finally from the place whither he tends : 

{o muſt we in our courſe towards Heaven and happineſs ; take care that 

we ſet out ſoon ( procraſtinating no time, but beginning inſtantly to 

inſiſt in the ways of piety and vertue) then proceed on ſpeedily, and 

perſiſt conſtantly ; no-where ſtaying gr loitering, ſhunning all imped!- 

ments and avocations from our progreſs ; leſt we never arrive near, or 

come too late unto the gate of Heaven. St. Peter tells us, that the end 

iPer: 47. of all things dptirapproach, and thereupon adviſes us to be ſober, and to 


watch 
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watch unto prayer ; for that the leſs our time 1s, the more intent and in- 
duſtrious it concerns us to be. And, St. Paul injoins us to redeem the epi. 5. 14. 
time, becauſe the days are evil ; that is, ſince we can enjoy no true quier 
or comfort: here, we ſhould improve our time to the. beſt advantage for 
the future ; he might have alſo adjoined, with the Patriarch Faces, the 
paucity of the days to their badneſs ; becauſe zhe days of our life are few Gen. 4. 9. 
and evil, let us redeem the time ; Man that is born of a woman is of few Job 14. 1. 
days, and full of trouble : fo few indeed they are, that 'tis fit we ſhould 
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loſe none of them, but uſe them all in preparation toward that great 


change we are to make ; That fatal paſſage out of this ſtrait time into.that 


boundleſs eternity. So, it ſeems, we have Fo&'s example of doing : A// Job 14. 14- 


the days (ſays he) of my appointed time will 7 wait till my change come. 1 
end this point with that ſo comprehenſive warning of our Saviour : 7ake Luke 21. 34 
heed to your ſelves, leſt at any' time yoar hearts be overcharged with ſur- 
fetting and drunkenneſs, and cares of this life ; and ſo that day come upon 
you unawares. Watch ye therefore and pray, that ye may be ccunted wor- 


thy to eſcape — and to ſtand before the ſon of man. 


V. I ſhall adjoin but one uſe more, to which this conſideration may / 
be ſubſervient, which is, that it may help to beget and maintain in us 
(that which 1s the very heart and ſoul of all goodneſs) Sincerity. Sin- 
cerity in all kinds, in our thoughts, words and ations. To keep us 
from harbouring in our breaſts ſuch thoughts, as we would be afraid or 
aſhamed to own: from ſpeaking otherwiſe than we mean, than we in- 


| tend to doe, than we are ready any-where openly to avow ; from endea- 


vouring to ſeem what we are not ; from being one thing in our expreſ- 
ſions and converſations with men ; another in our hearts, . or in our clo- 
ſets. From a&ting with oblique reſpects to private intereſts or paſſions, 
to humane favour or cenſure (in matters, I mean, where duty doth in- 
tervene, and where pure conſcience ought to guide and govern us) from 
making profeſſions and oftentations (void of ſubſtance, of truth, of 
knowledge, of good 38 ar great ſemblances of peculiar ſan&imony, 
integrity, ſcrupuloſity, ſpirituality, refinedneſs, like thoſe Phariſees ſo 

often therefore taxed in the Goſpel ; as alſo from palliating, as thoſe men 

did, deſigns of ambition, avarice, envy, animoſity, revenge, perverſe hu- 

mour, with pretences of zeal 4nd conſcience. We ſhould indeed ſtrive 

to be good (and that in all real ſtriftneſs, aiming at utmoſt perfe&ion) 

in outward a&, and appearance, as well as in heart and reality ; for 

the glory of God and example of men (providing things honeſt in the fight rom. 12. t7. 
of all men) but we muſt not ſhine with a falſe luſtre, nor care to ſeem 

better than we are, nor intend to ſerve our ſelves in ſeeming to ſerve 

God; bartering ſpiritual commodities for our own glory or gain. For 

ſince the day approaches, when God will judge 72 xeur/a avYewns, the Rom, 2. 16. 

things men do ſo ſtudiouſly conceal ; when God (hall bring every work into gcc. 12. 14. 
judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be good or whether it be 

evil; ſince we muſt all appear ( or rather be aJl made apparent, be ma- 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
nifeſted and diſcovered) at the tribunal of Chriſt : ſince there u nothing Lok. nol 
covered, which ſhall not be revealed, nor hid that ſhall not be known; {o tas ts, 

that whatever is ſpoken in the ear in cloſets, ſhall be proclaimed on the *n« 1 Paye- 
houſe tops: ſince at length, and that within a very ſhort time (no man Cnvfoſt 


knows how ſoon) the whiſpers of every mouth (the cloſeſt murmurs of Luk. 12. 2, 3- 
detraCtion, ſlander and ſycophantry) ſhall become audible to every ear ; 
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the abſtruſeſt thoughts of all hearts (the cloſeſt malice and envy) ſhall 
be diſcloſed in the moſt publick Theatre before innumerable ſpeAatours; 
the truth of all pretences ſhall be thoroughly examined ; the juſt me- 
rit of every perſon, and every cauſe ſhall with a moſt exact ſcrutiny be 
ſcann'd openly in the face of all the World ; to what purpoſe can it be to 
juggle and batfle for a time; for a ſew days (perhaps for a few minutes) 
to abuſe, or to amuſe thoſe about us with cratty difſimulation or deceit? 
is it worth the pains to deviſe plauſible ſhifts, wich ſhall inſtantly, we 
know, be detected and defeated ; to bedaub foul deſigns with a fair var- 
niſh, which death will preſently wipe off; to be dark and cloudy in our 
proceedings, whenas a clear day (that will certainly diſpell all darkneſs 
and ſcatter all miſts) is breaking in upon us; to make vizors for our fa- 
ces, and cloaks for our ations, whenas we mult very ſhortly be expoſed, 
perfe&tly naked and undiſguiſed, in our true colours, to the general view 
of Angels and Men? Heaven fees at. preſent what we think and doe, 
and our conſcience cannot be wholly ignorant or 1nfenſible ; nor can 
Earth it ſelf be long unacquainted therewith. Is it not much better, 
and more eaſie ({ince it requires no pains or ſtudy) to at our ſelves, than 
to accommodate our ſelves to other unbeſeeming and undue parts; to 
be upright in our intentions, conſiſtent in our diſcourſes, plain in our 
dealings, following the ſingle and uniform guidance of our reaſon and 
conſcience, than to ſhuffle and ſhift, wandring after the various, uncer- 
tain and inconſtant opinions or humours of men? What matter is it, 
what cloaths we wear, what garb we appear in, during this poſture of 
travel and ſojourning here ; what for the preſent we gp for ; how men 
eſteem us, what they think of our aE&tions? St. Paul at leaſt did not much 
x Cor. 4.3- ſtand upon it ; for with me, ſaid he, 'tis a very ſmall thing (iAzyige, 
the leaſt thing that can come under conſideration) #o be judged of you, or 
of humane day (that is of this preſent, tranſitory, fallible, reverſible 
judgmenr of men.) If we mean well and doe righteouſly our conſcience 
will at preſent fatisfie us, and the divine (unerring and umpartial) ſen- 
tence will hereafter acquit us; no unjuſt or uncharitable cenſure ſhall 
prejudice us; if we entertain baſe defigns, and deal unrighteouſly ; as 
our conſcience will accuſe and vex us here, ſo God will ſhortly condemn 
and puniſh us; neither ſhall the moſt favourable conceit of men ſtand 
x Cor. 3-13- us in ſtead. Every man's work ſhall betome manifeſt ; for the day ſhall 
declare it ; becauſe it ſhaft be revealed by fire ; and the fire (that is, a 
ſevere and ſtri&t inquiry) hal try every man's work, of what ſort it is. 
I cannot inſiſt more on this point ; I thall onely ſay, that conſidering 
the brevity and uncertainty of our preſent ſtate, the greateſt ſimplicity 
may juſtly be deemed the trueſt wifedom ; that who deceives others 
doth cozen himſelf moſt ; that the deepeſt policy (uſed to compaſs, or 
2 conceal bad deſigns) will in the end appear the moſt downright 
olly. | | SE. 
" fk add to the precedent diſcourſes, that Philoſophy it ſelf hath 
oe 2s commended this conſideration as a proper and powertull inſtrument of 
ow ruiggy 3s VErtue ; reckoning the practice thereof a main part of wiſedom; the 
m_ wes oreateſt proficient therein in common eſteem, Socrates, having defined 
anon, 1ib.q, Philoſophy (or the ſtudy of wiſedom) to be nothing elſe, but ( ueal- 
TH Yavars) the ſtudy of death; intimating alſo (in Plato's Phedon) that 
this ſtudy, the meditation of death and preparation of his mind to 
leave this World, had been the conſtant and chief employment of NEE: 
; At 
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hat likewiſe, more avails to render 


the minds of men 


r like our ſelves; of the mournfull looks and habits, of all the fad 
mps and ſolemnities attending man unto his long home, by minding 
im of his own frail condition, afte& with ſome ſerious, ſorrie honeſt, 
ſome wiſe thoughts? And if we be reaſonable men we may every day 
ſupply the need of fuch occaſions, by repreſenting to our ſelves the ne- 


ceſlity of our ſgon returning to the duſt ; dreſſing in thought our own 


Herſes, and celebrating our own Funerals ; by living under the conti- 
nuel apprehenfion,and ſenſe off our tranſitory and uncertain confiton ; 
dying daily, or becoming alifady deaf] unto this WoflS. 
which eiteQually being the gift of God, and an eſpe 
let us of him humbly implore it, ſaying after the Prophet, Lord, 
ſo teach us to number our days, that we may. apply our hearts unto wiſedom. 
Amen. | | 
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OF DELAYING 


REPEN TANCE. 
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PSALE CXIX 69. 
1 made hafte, and delayed not to keep thy Commandments. 


taineth manifold reflexions upon the nature, the properties, 

the adjunts and effects of God's Law, many ſprightly &jaculati- 
ons about it (conceived in different forms of ſpeech ; ſome in way of 
petition, ſome of thankſgiving, ſome of reſolution, ſome of aſſertion 
or aphoriſm) many uſefull directions, many zealous exhortations to the 
obſervance of it; the which are not ranged in any ftri& order, but, 
(like a variety of fair flowers and wholſome herbs in a wide field) do 
with a gratefull confuſion lie diſperſed, as they freely did ſpring up in 
the heart, or were ſuggeſted by the devout ſpirit of him, who endited 
the Pſalm; whence no coherence of ſentences being deſigned, we 
may conſider any one of them abſolutely or ſingly by it ſelf. 

Among them, that which I have picked out for the ſubject of my 
diſcourſe, implieth an excellent rule of practice, authoriſed by the P/al- 
miſt's example ; it is propounded in way of devotion or immediate ad- 
dreſs to God ; unto whole infallible knowledge his conſcience maketh 
an appeal concerning his praQtice; not as boaſting thereof, but as prai- 
ſing God for it, unto whole gratious inſtrufion and ſuccour he frequent- 
ly doth aſcribe all his performances : but the manner of propounding 
I ſhall not inſiſt upon; the rule it ſelf is, that ſpeedily, without any pro- 


craſtina- 


T HIS Pfalm (no leſs excellent in virtu@® than large in bulk) con- 
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craſtination or delay, we ſhould apply our ſelves to the obſervance of 
God's Commandments; the practice of which rule it ſhall be my endea- 
vour to recommend and prel {= 
It is a common pradttice of men, that are engaged in bad courſes, 
which their own conſcience diſcerneth and diſap- x. ſngules, conſidera mverſer, 
proveth, to adjourn the reformation of their lives nulius non vita ſpettat in craftimm ; non 
to a farther time, ſo indulging themſelves in the © vin, ſed vidtur? funt. Sen, Ep. 45. 
preſent. commiſſion of ſin, thar yet they would ſeem to purpoſe, and 
promiſe themſelves hereafter to repent, and take up : few reſolve to per- | 
{iſt finally in an evil way, or deſpair of being one day reclaimed, but Vir agi- 
immediately and effeCtually to ſet upon it, many deem unſeaſonable or 7 {mMer, 
needleſs; it will, they preſume, be ſoon enough to begin to morrow or anguam. Na- 
next day, a month or a year hence, when they ſhall find more commo- 4 
dious opportunity, or ſhall prove better diſpoſed thereto ; in the mean 
time with Solomor's ſluggard, Ter, fay they, a little ſleep, a Tittle flum- Prov. 6. 1s, 
ver, a little folding of the hands ; let us but neglect this duty, let us 
but ſatisfie this appetite, let us but enjoy this bout of pleaſure; hereafter 
God willing we mean to be more carefull, we hope that we ſhall become 
more ſober : ſo like bad debtours, when our conſcience dunneth us, we 
always mean, we always promiſe to pay ; if ſhe will ſtay a while, ſhe 
ſhall, we tell her, be fatisfied ; or like vain ſpendthrifts, we fee our 
eſtate fly, yet preſume that it will hold out, and at length we ſhall re- 
ſerve enough for our ufe. 'Ei; avec 72 omedzie, Let ſerious buſineſs Plur.inPeloy, 
ftay till the morrow, was a ſaying that coſt dear to him who faid it; yet 
we in our greateſt concerns follow him. | , | 
But how fallacious, how dangerous and how miſchievous this manner Fen ef crede, 
of proceeding is ; how much better and more adviſable.it is, after the 7927 ten 
example propounded in our text, ſpeedily 'to betake our ſelves unto the marr. 7. 16: 
diſcharge of our debt and duty to God, the following conſiderations will 
plainly declare. 7 
1. We may conſider, that the obfervance of God's Commandments 
(an obſervance of them proceeding from an habitual diſpoſition of mind, 
in 2 conſtant tenour of practice) is our indiſpenſible dury, our main 
concernment, our onely way to happineſs; the neceſſary condition of our 
attaining ſalvation; that alone which can procure God's love and favour 
roward us; that unto which all real bleflings here, and all bliſs hereafter 
are inſeparably annexed : Fear God and keep his Commandments, far this Eccl. 12. 13, 
7s the whole of man; (the whole duty, the whole deſign, the whole per- 
feQtion, the fum of our wifedom, and our happineſs.) IF thou wilt enter Mart. 19. 27. 
into life, keep the Commantlments : The righteous Lord loveth righteouſs val, vx. 7. 
neſs, his countenance oth tehold the upright ; God will render to every man F915. 9. 
according to his works ; theſe are Oracles indubitably clear, and infallibly = 
certain; theſe are immoveable terms of juſtice between God and Man, marr. 5. 18. 
which never will, never can be relaxed; being grounded on the immu- you IS. 17s 
table nature of God, and eternal reaſon of things; if God had not de- ff 
creed, if he had not faid theſe things, they would yet aſfuredly be true ; 
for it is a foul contradiCtion to reafon, that a mari ever ſhould pleaſe 
God without obeying him ; *tis a groſs abſurdygy m nature, that a man 
ſhould be happy withour being good ; wherefore all the wit in the World 


cannot deviſe a way, all the authorify upon Earth ( yea, I dare fay, 
even in Heaven it ſelf ) cannot eſtabliſh a condition, bell e faithfull ob- 


fervance of God's Law, that can fave; of make us happy ; from it gd 
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Plal. $. 5. 
Luke 13. 3. 
Pſal. 9. 17. 


x Cor. 6.9. 
Matr. 25, 46, 
7. 21, 


Prov. 23 34- 


can be no valid diſpenſation, without it there can be no effeCtual abſo- 
lution, for it there can be no acceptable commutation ; nor 1n defect 
thereof will any faith, any profeſſion, any trick or pretence whatever 
avail, or ſigniſy any thing : whatever expedient to ſupply its room ſu- 
perſtition, miſtake, craft, or preſumption may recommend, we ſhall, 
relying thereon, be certainly deluded : If therefore we mean to be ſaved 
(and are we ſo wild as not to mean it? ) if we do not renounce felicity 
(and do we not then renounce our wits?) to become vertuous, to pro- 
cced in a courſe of obedience, 1s a work that neceſſarily muſt be pertor- 
med ; and why then ſhould we not inſtantly undertake it ; wherefore 
do we demur or ſtick at it > how can we at all reſt quiet, while an aflair 
of ſo vaſt importance lieth upon our hands, or untill our mind be freed. 
of all uncertainty and ſuſpence about it 2 Were a probable way ſuggeſted 
to us of acquiring great wealth, honour or pleaſure, ſhould we not quick- 
ly run about it, could we contentedly ſleep, till we had brought the bu- 
ſineſs to a ſure or hopefull iſſue ? and why with leſs expedition or ur- 
gency ſhould we perſue the certain means of our preſent ſecurity and 
comfort, of our final ſalvation and happineſs ? in doing ſo, are we not 
ſtrangely anconſiſtent with our ſelves ? 
Again, diſobedience is the certain road to perdition ; that which in- 
volveth us in guilt and condemnation, that which provoketh God's wrath 
and hatred againſt us, that which aſſuredly will throw us into a ſtate of 
eternal ſorrow and wretchedneſs: The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in God's fight, 


he hateth all the workers of iniquity ; If ye do not repent, ye ſhall periſh. 
The wickgd ſhall be de pow Hell, and all the people that forget God ; 


The unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God ; The wicked ſhall go 
into. everlaſting puniſhment, theſe are denunciations no leſs ſure than ſe- 
vere, from that mouth, which is never opened in vain; from the exe- 
cution.-whereof there can be no ſhelter or refuge; And what wiſe man, 
what man in his right ſenſes would for one minute ſtand obnoxious to 
them? who that any-wiſe tendereth his own welfare would move one ſtep 
forward in ſo perillous and deſtructive a courſe ? the farther in which he 
proceedeth, the more he diſcoſteth from happineſs, the nearer he ap- 
proacheth to ruine. | 
In other caſes common ſenſe prompteth men to proceed otherwiſe ; 
for who, having rendred one his enemy, that far overmatcheth him, and 
at whoſe mercy he ſtandeth , will not inſtantly ſue to be reconciled 2 
who being ſeiſed by a pernicious diſeaſe, will not haſte to ſeek a cure 2 
who being fallen into the jaws of a terrible danger, will not nimbly leap 
out thence? and ſuch plainly is our caſe; while we perſiſt in fin, we 
live in enmity and defiance with the Almighty, who can at his pleaſure 
cruſh us ; we lie under a fatal plague, which, if we do not ſeaſonably 
repent, will certaiffly deſtroy, us; we incur the moſt dreadfull of all ha- 
zards, abiding in the confines: of death and deſtruQion ; God frowning 
at us, guilt holding us, Hell gaping for us: every Sinner is (according 
to the Wiſe-mar's expreſſion) as he that lieth down in the midſt of the ſea, 
or as he that lieth upon the top of a maſt; and he that is in ſuch a caſe, is 
he not mad or ſenſeleſs, if he will not forthwith' labour to ſwim out 
thence, or make all ſpe to get down into a fafer place? can any man 
with comfort lodge in a condition fo diſmally tickliſh 2. : 
2. We may conſider, that in order to our final welfare we have much 
work to diſpatch, the which requireth as earneſt care and PO iN- 
unry, 
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duſtry, ſo a competent long time ; which, if we do not preſently fall 
on, may. be wanting, and rhenee- our work be left undone, or imper- 
fe&t :' to conquer and corrtdt bad inclinations, to render our ſenſual ap- 
qr obſequiops'to reaſon, to compoſe our paſſions into a right and 
eady order, to cleanſe our Sonls from vanity, from perverſeneſs, from 
ſloth, from all vitious diſtempers, and in their room to implant firm ha-- 
bits of vertue ; to get a tlear knowledge of our duty, with a ready dif- 
poſition to perform it ;. in fine, to ſeaſon our minds with holy affe&ions; 
qualifying us for the preſence of God, and converſation with the bleſſed 
Spirits above ; theſe are things that muſt be done, but cannot be done 
in a trice; it is not didtum fattum, as ſoon done as faid ; but «zrmuw) Rom. 3. 7: 
ys 23498, a patient tontinuance in wel-doing is needfull to atchieve it ; 
for it no time can be redundant, the longeſt life can hardly be ſufficient : 
Art is long, and life is ſhort, may be an bs; antony in Divintty as well as 
in Phyfick; the art of living, well, of preſerving our Soul's health, and 
curing its diſtempers, requireth ro leſs time to compaſs it; than any 
other Art or Science. bn NO Os 
Vertue is not a muſhrome, that ſpringeth up of it ſelf in one night, 'ov 1a34- 
when we are a ſleep or regard it not : bur a delicate plant, that groweth =» ps 7 
* ſlowly and tenderly, needing much pains to cultivate it; much care to $23 64, 
guard it, much time to mature it, in our untoward foil, in this World's av mr. 
unkindly weather ; happineſs is a thing too pretious to. be purchaſed p97 RR 
at an cafie rate, Heaven is too high to be come at without much climb- ««. 
ing ; the crown of bliſs is a prize too noble to be won without a lon 
and a tough conflict. Neither is a vice a ſpirit, that will id conjared 
down by a charm, or with a Preſto driyen away ; it is not an adver- 
fary, that can be knocked down iat-a blow, or diſpatched. with a ſtab, 
Whoever ſhall pretend that at any'time-eafily with a celerity, by a kind 
of Legerdemain or by any myſterious knack , a man may be ſetled in 0 quan ifud 
vertue, or converted from vice , common experience abundantly will 27m puran; 
confute him ; which ſheweth, that a habit otherwiſe (ſetting miracles fit; um. . 
aſide) cannot be produced or deſtroyed, than by a corftanf exertiſe ' / Winr: 
of a&s ſuitable or oppoſite thereto ; and that ſuch a&ts cannot be exerci- '© © 
ſed without voiding all impediments and framing all principles of ation 
(ſuch as temper of body, judgment of mind, influence of cuſtome) to 
a compliance; that who by temper is peeviſh or cholerick, cannot with- 
out maſtering 'tliat temper become patient or meek ; - that who from 
vain opinions 1s proud, carinot without conſidering away-thoſe opinions 
prove humble ; that who by cuſtome is grown intemperate, cannot 
without weaning himſelt from that cuſtome come to be ſober ; that 
who from the concurrence of a forry nature, fond conceits, mean breed- 
ing and ſcurvy uſage 1s covetous ; cannot without draining all thoſe 
ſources of his fault, be turned into liberal. The change of our mind is 
one of the greateſt alterations in nature, which cannot be compaſſed in 
any way, or within any time we pleaſe ; but it muſt proceed on leifure- 
ly and regularly, in ſuch order, by ſuch ſteps, as the nature of things 
doth permit ; it muſt be wrought by a refohute and laborious perſeve- 
rance; by awatchfull application of mind in voiding prejudices, -1n wait- 
ing for advantages, in attending to all we doe; by forcible wreſting out 


, tr 
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nature from its bent, and \wimming againſt the curtent of impetuous de- 
ſires; by a patient diſentangling our lelves from practices moſt agreea- 
ble and familiar 'to us; by a wary fencing with temptations, by long 
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and to proceed with all expedition ; the longer we ſtay, the more time 
we ſhall need, and the leſs we ſhall have. | 
3- We may conſider, that no future time which we can fix upon will 
| be more convenient than the preſent-is for our reformation. Let us pitch 
on what time we pleaſe, we ſhall be as unwilling and unfit to begin as 
we are now ; we {hall find in our ſelves the ſame indiſpoſitions, the 
ors be fees lh ſame _averſeneſs, or the fame liſtleſneſs toward it as 
WE” by Perf, Sat.s. —NOW : Phony a the like heres + gg 
wr non ji POAJe, CY.08 WNILNUS apt erite us, and the j ( ple ures to al are ys Irom our dut . 
Onid. & Ran. , BP. 415 15+ will then be as preſent, and will Qrike as. 
/ ſmartly upon our ſenſes ; the caſe will. appear juſt the ſame, and the 
ſame pretences for delay will obtrude themſelves ; ſo that we ſhall be as 
apt then as now to prorogue the buſinels. We ſhall ſay then, to mor- 
row | will mend ; and when that morrow :cameth, it will be till to 
m—_——... cc 
noni] FRE UOVEOGS MITES OT OE, ike the ſimple Ruſtick, (who ftay'd by the River- 
Rnſlien experfar dum defiear amn#» * fide waiting till.it had done running, that fo he 
Lahitur, & laberur in anne walubilis - might paſs dryfoot over the chanel ) we do con- 
as Hor. Ep. I. 2- ceit, that the ſources of ſin (bad inclinations within, 
and ſtrong temptations abroad) will of themſelves 
E; Z worms 4 xakeios i, 8 be ſpent or fail, we ſhall find our ſelves deluded, If 
9 an Snoguos euThs Ber NO TRAGTES: gray we come to take up, we muſt have a begin- 
pIR. 4+ 12+ , . . . 
Fox the ame reaſon we put ir of, we ning with ſome difficulty and trouble ; we muſt 
ſhouſd pur iran. © 80004: ©» courageouſly break through the preſent with all irs 
: ; enchantments ;* we muſt undauntedly plunge into 
the cold ſtream ; we muſt rouſe our ſelves from our bed of ſloth ; we 
muſt ſhake off that brutiſh improvidence which detaineth us, and why 
ſhould we not aſſay it now 2 there is the ſame reaſon now that ever we 
; can have; yea, far more reaſon now ; for if that we now begin, here- 
: after at any determinate time, ſome of the work will be done, what 
3 remaineth will be ſhorter and eaſier to us. Nay farther, 
3 4. We may conſider, that the more we'defer, the more difficult and 
Tie ni o3- painfull our work muſt needs prove ; every day will both eblarge our 
key! 6H4P* tack, and diminiſh our ability to perform it : fin is never at a ſtay; if 
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3 7i”a «- We do not retreat from it, we ſhall advance in it ; and the farther on we 

} ? R | ay Lon wu OY 

þ er rdyun go, the more we have to came back ; every ſtep we take forward, (ever: 
I ele £9 before-we can return hither, .into the ſtate wherein we are at preſent 

L Epi. 4.12 muſt be repeated ; all the web we ſpin muſt be unravelled ; we mu 

; ? — vomit 
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vomit up all we take in ; which to doe we ſhall find very redious and 


grievous. 
Vice as it groweth in ape, ſo it improveth in ſtature and rengehs 
from a puny it ſoon waxeth a luſty Stri ling, then riſeth to be a 


ſturdy Man, had Jafier 2-while becometh a maſly Giant, whom we ſhall 
ſcarce dare to encounter, whom we ſhall be very hardly able to van- 
quiſh ; eſpecially ſeeing that as it groweth taller and ſtouter, ſo we ſhall 
dwindle and prove more impotent ; for it feedeth upon our vitals, and 
thriveth byour decay; it waxeth mighty by ſtripping us of our beſt for- 
Ces by api, our reaſon, by perverting our will, by corrupting our 
t ng our courage, by-ſeducing all our appetites and paſ- 

to a tre; cherous complance with 'it ſel ; pj; opinionibus tanto quiſque inſeritur, 
every day our mind groweth more blind, our will quants magis in is, familiariifgue vals 
more reſty, our ſpirit "more faint, 'our appetites 77 58 2: 117: 
more fierce, our paſſions more headſtrong and untameable : The power 
and empire of fin do ſtrangely by degrees encroach; and continually get 
ground upon us, till it/hath quite ſubdued and enthralled us ; firſt we 
learn to bear it, then we come to like it, by and by we contra&t a 
friendſhip with 1 it, then we dote upon it, at laſt we become enſlaved to 
It 1 ndape, which we ſhall hardly be able, or willing to ſhake oft ; 
2 not onely our necks'are firted to the yoke, our hands are mana- 
cld, and our feet ſhackled thereby ; but our heads and hearts do con- 
ſpire i in a baſe ſubmiſſion thereto : pie vice hath made ſuch impreflion 
on us,. when this pernicious weed hath taken fo deep root in our mind, 
will and affetions, it will demand an extremely toilſome labour to ex- ; 
tirpate 'it. © 

_ Indeed by continuance in fin, the! Chief means ( afforded by nature, 
or by pt of reſtraining, or reducing us from it; arecither cut off, or 
enervated and rendted ineffectual. 
— Natural modeſt , while 1 it laſteth, is weurb "SO: {1 Migs5oy ae9s d enks Baidu n aids 
ill; men'in their firſt deflexions from vertue ' - Greg OE. _ 
are- baſhfull and ſhy ; - out of regard to other mens Peccandi finem poſuit ſibi,, quando recepit' 
opinion, and'tenderneſs'of their own honiour they! - 5*#xm ſemel wes pme res: ? 
are afraid, or aſhamed to tranſgreſs plain rules of - HR 
duty; but | in-proceſs this diſpolition weareth out z ; little and little 
they arrive to that charaQter of the IO Fews, whom the Pro. Ezck. 2-4 
phets call impudent children, having a &row of braſs, and faces- harder gp 48. 4. 
than a rock; fo that they commit fin with open face, and in broad day, Je. 5 3- 
without any mask, without a bluſh ; they deſpiſe their own reputation, '*** 35 
and defy all cenſure of others ; they outface and outbrave the World, 
till at length with prodigious inſolence they come to boaſt of wicked neſs, 
and glory in their Joan, as an inſtance of high courage, and ſpecial gal Phil, 3. 19, 
lantry. 

-Cantiacce 5a cheole to beginners in fin, reclaiming them from i it, 
and rating them for it; but this in long ſtanders becometh uſeleſs, either 
failing to diſcharge its "office, *or aſlaying it to no purpoſe ; having often 
been lighted, it will be weary of chidiog ; or if it be not wholly dumb, 
welt all be deaf to its reproof : as thoſe who live 
by catara&tsor downfalls of water are by continual i dmk ah gre * pepper ad 
noiſe ſo deafeed] as not to hear or mind it, fo ſhall 3 joriuen rw eggdixtu, Ge. Chryl. 
we in time grow ſenſeleſs, not regarding the loudeſt Tom 5. 0rar. 64 
| pon and ratlings of our.conſcience. 
; "Bb a © The 
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(Ezck. 2.4 The heart of a raw novice in impiety is ſomewhat tender and fofc, fo 
3-7-: that remorſecan pierce and ſting it ; his neck is yielding and ſenſible, fo 
wp hg that the yoke of ſin doth gall it ; bur in ſtout proficients, the heart be- 
73 © cometh hard and ſtony, the neck ſliff and brawny ; ( an 7ron finew, as 
Dan. 5- 29) the Prophet termerh it.) ſo that they. do not. feel or reſent any thing ; bur 
2% eu peiis are like thoſe of whom St. Paul ſpeaketh, omres aanAgaures, who being 
ſe habet, mi» ga/f feeling all ſorrow or ſmart, have given themſebues over unto laſcivi- 
mag ro ;. ouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs. T | 
Eph. 4-19-. When firſt we nibble at the bait, or enter into bad courſes, our reaſon 
doth conteſt and remonſtrate againſt it, faithfully repreſenting to us the 
folly, the uglineſs, the baſeneſs, the manifold ill conſequences of finning ; 
but that by continuance is muffled fo as not to diſcern, or muzled fo as 
not to declare ; yea, often is ſo debauched as 40 excuſe, to avow and 
maintain, yea, to applaud and extoll our miſcarriages. -. | 
For a time 2 manretaineth ſome courage, and a hope-that he may re- 
pent ; but progreſs in ſin difpiriteth and caſteth into deſpair ; whether 
God be placable, whether himſelf be corrigible ; an apprehenſion con- 
cerning the length of the way, or the difficulty of the work diſcourg- 
geth, and deſpondency rendreth him heartleſs and carele(s.to attempt it. 
There is-no man charharh heard of God, who hath not at firſt ſome dread 
of offending him, and ſome diſfatisfaction in tranſgreſling bis will ; it 
appearing to his mind (not yet-utterly blinded/and depraved) a delpe- 
rate thing to brave his irreſiſtible power, an abſurd thing to thwart his 
infallible wiſedom,, a deteſtable thing to abuſe his immenſe goodneſs ; 
but obſtinacy in fin doth quaſh this conſcientious awe ; ſo that at length 
Pla. 10.4 God is not in all his thoughts, the fear of God 3s not before his eyes; the 
xt: wrath of the Almighty ſeemerh a bugbear, the fierceſt menaces of Reli- 
gion ſound bur as rattles'to him. per] = 
As for the gentle whiſpers and touches of Diyine Grace, the monitory 
diſpenſations:-of providence, 'the good advices and whollome reproofs of 
friends, with the like means of reclaiming ſinners ; theſe. to perſons 
Jer. 48. 11. ſetled-oy their lees, or fixed in bad cuſtome, are but as guſts of wind 
1-12 bruſhing an old oak, or as waves daſhing on a rock, without at all 
ſhakiog or ſtirring it 3 69-6 
Now when any perſon is come to this paſs, it muſt be hugely diffi- 
cult to reduce him ; to,retrieve a defloured modeſty, to quicken a jaded 
conſcience, - to ſupple a callous heart, to reſettle a baffled reaſon, to-rear 
a dejefted courage, to recover a ſoul miſerably benummed and broken, 
to its former vigour and integrity, can be no eafie matter, - | 
'The diſeaſes of our ſoul no leſs than thoſe of our body, when once 
they are inveterate, they are become near incurable; 


Cim ule er Ing Intaere nor a.Ord, the longer we forbear to apply due remedy, the 


*P.gov dm" dp386 wii Groen xexiz, xj MOTE hard their cure will prove; if we let them 


exynigar Negvyrir, i oexcdifeugcy 4 nroceed far, we muſt Cer we'can be rid of them 
0 . G . N 0 at. 26. P | bl | * Cs a, or oe 0% i 
xb-Lat. Greg. Naz. Orat. 2 undergo a courſe of Phylick very tedious and offen- 


ſive to us; many a rough purge, many a ſore phlebotomy, many an irk- 
ſome ſweat we muſt endure. Yea farther i256 

5. We may conſider, that by delaying to amend, to doe it may become 
quite impoſſible ; it may be ſo in the nature of the thing, it may be {p 
by the will of God : The thing may become naturally impoſſible ; for 
vice by cuſtome IP paſs into nature, and prove ſo congeneal, as if it 
were born with us; ſo that we ſhall propend to it as a ſtone falleth down, 

; or as 
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or as 2 ſpark flieth upward: by ſoaking in voluptu- 
ouſneſs = may be ſo transformed into brutes, by eats +> A iqtacy, Fon cre ” 
ſteeping.in malice ſo converted into fiends, that we 2 louis ww, niTs yookow grime 
neceſſarily ſhall a& like-creatures of that kind, into ©Y* ® $49 Orat. 2 
which we are degenerated ; and then no-wiſe without a downright mira- 
cle are we capable of being reformed. ow long, faith Solomon, wilt thou prov. 6. g. 
ſleep, O Sluggard, when wilt thou ariſe out of thy fleep? we may be ſo 
often called on, and 'tis not eafie to awaken us, when we are got yato a 
ſpiritual ſlumber ; but when we are dead in treſpaſſes and ins, ſo that all Eph. 2. 1. 
breath of holy atie&ion is ſtopt, and no ſpiritual pulſe from our heart ?P2c-3: 7: 
doth appear ; that all ſenſe of duty is loſt, all appetite to good doth © 
fail, no ſtrength or aCtivity to move in a good courſe doth exert it ſelf, 
that our good complexion is diſſolved, and all our finer ſpirits are diſ- 
{ipated ; that our mind is quite crazed, and all its powers are ſhattered 
or ſpoiled ; when thus, I fay, we are ſpiritually dead, how can we raiſe 
our ſelves, what beneath omnipotency can effect it? as a ſtick, when Frange cirivs 
once tis dry and fliff, you may break it, but you can never bend it in- 1"; m'e® 
to a ſtreighter poſture, ſo doth the man become incorrigible, who is wn indurue- 
ſetled and ſtiflened in vice. The ſtain of habitual fin may fink in fo '*"* Wintll 
deep, and ſo thoraughly tincture all our ſoul, that we may be like thoſe ** 
people, of whom. the Prophet faith, Can the Ethiopian change his skin, 
or the Leopard his ſpots? then may ye doe good, that are accuſtomed to doe Jer. 13, 23 
evil : Such an impoſlibility may ariſe from nature ; one greater and 
more inſuperable 'may come from God, 
ToYHn effetual repentance the ſuccour of divine grace is neceſſary ; 
but that is arbitrarily diſpenſed ; the ſpirit bloweth where it lifteth ; yet John 3. 8. 
1t liſteth: wiſely, with regard both to rhe paſt behaviour, and preſent ca- 
pacities of men ; ſo that to ſuch who have abuſed it, and to ſuch who 
will not treat it well, it ſhall not be imparted: and can we be well aſſu- 
red, can we reaſonably hope, that after we by our preſumptuous delays 
have put off God and dallied with his grace ; after that he long in vain 
hath wazted to be gratious; after that he hath endured ſo many neglecs, 
and ſo many repulies from us; after rhat we frequently have lighted his 
open invitations, and ſmothered his kindly motions in us; in ſhort, after 
we ſo unworthily have miſuſed his ares Bar and patience, that he far- 
ther will vouchtate his grace to us? when we have forfeited it, when T3 155ue 4 
we have rejetted it, when we have ſpurned and driven it away; can we 2&/& &- 
hope to recover it? _ ep g 
There is a time, a ſeaſon, a day allotted to us; owr day it is termed, '4/wanv. 
a day of ſabuation, the ſeaſon of our viſitation, an acceptable time ; where 1 ue 19742, 
in God freely doth exhibit grace, and preſenterh his mercy to us; if we 44- 
let this day ſlip, the night cometh, when no man can work ; when the _ ws 
things Meienging to our peace will be hidden from our eyes; when (as the. Jn = 
Prophet exprelleth it) we ſhall grope for the wall like the blind, and 71s: 42- 
Stumble at noon day as in the night, and be in deſolate places as dead men ; 
aſter that day is ſpent, and that comfortable light is ſet, a diſmal night 
of darkneſs, of cold, of diſconſolateneſs will ſucceed ; when God being 
weary of or ing with men doth utterly deſert them, and delivereth them Jer. 15. 6. 
over t0 a reprobate mind; when {ubtrafting his gratious direion and aſ- - 54 8 
ſiftence, he giveth them over to their awn hearts luſts, and to walk in their Rom. 1. 24, 
own counſels ; when they are brought to complain with thoſe in the Pro- 37, 2% 
phet, O Lord, why haſt thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardned ix, 53, 11. 
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our heart from thy fear 2, when like Pharaoh they ſurvive onely as objeQts 
Rom. 9. 17. Of God's juſtice, or occaſions to glorify his power ; when like E/as, 
Heb. 13. t7. they cannot find a place of repentance, a/thongh they ſeek it carefully with 
Matt. 25. 10. ears ; When as to the fooliſh loitering Virgins, the door of 5/908 1s ſhut 
' Luke 13-25. #pon them; When the maſter of the honſe doth riſe and ſhut the door, GC. 
Proy. 1. 28- When that menace of divine wiſedom cometh to be executed ; 7hey ſha 
call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall 
not find me; for that they hated knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear of 
_ the Lord: and if neglecting our ſeaſon, and preſent means, we once fall 
into this ſtate, then is our caſe moſt Brno 4g we are dead men irre- 
verſibly doomed, and onely for a few moments reprieved from the 
Rom. 9. 22. ſtroak of final vengeance ; we are veſſels of wrath fitted (or made up) 
Kemeno2 for deſtruttion; by a fatal blindneſs and obduration ſealed up to ruine; we 
Heb. 6. 4 3. are like the terra damnata, that earth (in the Apoſtle,) which drinking 
up the rain, that cometh oft upon it, and bearing thorns and briars, ts re- 
jetted, and is nigh unto curſing, and whoſe end is to be burned, Wherefore 
If. 55.4. according to the advice of the Propher, Seek ye the Lord, when he may 
be found, call ye upon him, while he is near. Et 

It is true, that God is ever ready upon our true converſion to receive 
us into favour, that his armes are always open to embrace a ſincere peni- 
Ezck.18.27. tent; that he hath declared, whenever a wicked man turneth from his wick- 
IC, 1.28, edneſs, and doeth that which is right he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive; that if we 
do waſh our ſelves, make us clean, put away the evil of our doings, and 
ceaſe to doe evil, then although our fius be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white 
Joel 2. 13- as ſnow; though they be like crimſon they ſhall be as wool; that if we rend 
our hearts, and turn unto the Lord, he u gratious and mercifull, and will 
Plal. 86. 5. repent of the evil; that God is good and ready to forgive, and plenteous in 
mercy unto all that call upon him ; that whenever a prodigal fon with hum- 
Luke 15. 18. ble conteffion and hearty contrition for his fin doth ariſe and go to bs 
father, he will embrace him tenderly, and entertain him kindly ; that 
Vid. Chryſ. even a profane Apoſtate,: and a bloudy oppreſſour (as Maraſſes) a lewd 
- Dagger Strumpet (as Magdalene) a notable Thiet (as he upon the Croſs) a tie 
aps )was morous Renouncer (as St. Peter) a furious Perſecutour (as Saint Pau/) 
capable of a ſtupid Idolater (as all the Hearhen World, when the Goſpe/ came to 
FR" them, was) the moſt heinous Sinner that ever hath been, or can be 
imagined to be, if he be diſpoſed to repent, is capable of mercy ; thoſe 
' . declarations and promiles are infallibly true, thoſe inſtances perempto- 
rily do evince, that repentance is never ſuperannuated ; that if we can 
turn at all, we ſhall not turn too late; that pznrtentia nunquam ſera, modo 
ſeria, 1s an irrefragable rule ; yet nevertheleſs delay is very unſafe ; for 
- What aſſurance can we have, that God hereafter will enable us to per- 
form thoſe conditions of bewailing our fins, and forfaking them ? have 
@ we not cauſe rather to fear that he will chaſtiſe our preſumption by with- 
holding his grace ? for although God faileth not to yield competent aids 
Rom. 2, 4. to Perions who have not: deſpiſed his goodneſs and long-ſuffering that lea- 
deth them to repentance; yet he that wilfully or wantonly loitereth away 
the time, and ſquandereth the means allowed him ; who refuſeth to 
come when God calleth, yea woeth and courteth him to repentance , 

how can he pretend to find ſuch favour ? On 
We might add, that ſuppoſing God in ſuperabundance of mercy might 
be preſumed never to withhold his grace ; yet ſeeing his grace doth not 
work by irreſiſtible compulſion ; ſeeing the worſe qualified we are, the 
more 


”_ 
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ſeverance. 


TLA1ke ct 


augment our puniſhment. 

We hdd tos well therefore moſt ſeriouſly to regard the Ap/tle's 
admonition ; Exhort one another to day, while it is called to day, leſt any ticb. 3. 14: 
of you be hartned by the deceitfulneſs of fin : Now that we find our ſelves 
invited to repent, now that we apprehend fo much reaſon for it; now 
that we feel our hearts ſomewhat inclined thereto; now that we have 
time in our hands, and are not barr'd from hopes of mercy ; now that it 
is not extremely difficult, or not abſolutely impoſſible, let us in God's 
-name lay hold on the occaſion, let us ſpeedily and earneſtly ſet upon the 
work. Farther yet, | 1 _ 

6. We ſhould conſider, that we are mortal and frail, and thence any 
deſigns of future reformation may be clipt off, or intercepted by death ; 
which is always creeping toward us, and may for all we can tell be ve- 
ry near at hand. You ſay you will repent to morrow;' but are you ſure 
you ſhall have a morrow to repent in have you © hour in your hand, 
or one minute at your diſpoſal 2 have you a leaſe . 2; yonrentt veniam ſpopmdit, yes 
to ſhew for any term of-life ; can you claim or - can; craſtinum diem non promiſit. Greg, 
reckon upon the leaſt iportion of time - without ©: ©*4"5: Hom 13 
his leave, who beſtoweth life, and dealeth out time, and ordereth all 
things as\he pleaſeth z Can. you anywile deſcry the juſt meaſure of your Job 12. 10. 
days, or the bounds of your appointed time without a ſpecial revelation "wad ET 1 
him, in whoſe hands 1 your breath; and with whom alone the number of 50. "ooh 
your months u regiſtred > Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow, for thou knoweſt —_ 5+ 23s 
not what a day may bring fort, ſaith the Wiſe-man : boaſt not of it, that *0., 54. 7 
is, do not pretend it to be at thy diſpoſal, preſume not upon any thing 7+) 5 «m- 
that may befall therein; for whilſt thou preſumeſt thereon, may it not 7, 
be ſaid unto thee, as to the rich ProjeCtour in the Goſpel, * Thou fool, this mr ui oz. 
night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, Doth not, tecluding hidden de- 4# M po 
crees, every man's life hang upon a thread very ſlender and frail? ts it + Su 
not ſubject to many diſeaſes hurking within, and to a thouſand accidents 
flying about us? how many, that might have promiſed thetnſelves as fair 
ſcope as we can, have beef unexpeCtedly ſnapt away ? how many have 
been cropt in the flower of their age and vigour of their ſtrength? doth 
not every day preſent experiments of ſudden death? do we not continu- 
ally ſee that obſervation of the Preacher verified, Man knoweth not his Eccles 9. 12; 
time ; as the fiſhes Yhat are taken in an evil net, and as the birds are 
caught in the ſnare, ſo are the ſons of men ſnared it an evil time, when it 
cometh Peary upon them > Old men yy = 6 lb 
drop of themſelves, and young men are eaſily bruſh- , T' 2d drdgwm <uapniozs, 
ed - ſhaken down ; -the Sb. vilibly ſtand upon Seer (oe be WY fie Irs g6e- 
the brink of eternity, the latter walk upon a bot- ,'0%n 40S » a od an 1% ls 
tomlefs quag , into which' unawares they may Va dfagt | A Gt -&d55 Ppt on 
flump ; who then can anywiſe be ſecure? We are _ 
all therefore highly concerned to uſe our life, while we have it; to catch 
the firſt opportunity, leſt all opportunity forfake us; to cut off our ſin- 

"ning, leſt our ſelves be cut off before it : and that the rather, becauſe by 


hviſhing, 


laviſhing, c or mikmploying our Pp ref nt tumie, We mM 
provoking God to: bereave us of its” for as prolong 
ward of piety ; as to obſervance of the Commandments- 
Prov. 3. 2. Length of days, , and long life, and peace /f hall tb 2 da '# FP; 
immaturely ſnatched thence is the puniſh a en nt awarded to1 
Pla. 37-9- tice; 1o it is threatned that Evil men ſhal be cut-off ; th 
bop Wi veitful men ſhall not live out half their ddys ; in God will 
off his enemies, and the hairy ſealp 0 0 ſuch au one 2 gveebs on s fil i in his 
- wickedneſs: the very being unmindfull of their chaty is the cauſe, why 
Rer. 3 3- men are thus ſurprized; for 1f, ſaith God, thou doft ot watch, ſhall come 
20 upon thee'as a thief, and thou ſhalt not tnow wht 1 come | thee. And, 
___ 12. 45; Tf ( ſaithrour Lord) that ſervant doth ſay in his beart, my Lord delayeth 
* his coming, &C. \ The Lord of that ſervant will come in a | day, when he lovk- 
eth. not: for him, WML; 

It thei! it'be certain, that we muſt render a fri accompt of all our 
doings here ; if by reaſon of our frail nature and ſlippery ſtate, it be 
uncertain when we ſhall be ſurmmoned thereto; if our negligence may 
abridge and accelerate the term, is it not very reaſonable to obſerve 

Matt. 25. 13- thoſe advices of our-Lord ; Watch, for ye do not know the day, nor the 
+ hour, when the ſon of man ork; Take heed to'your ſelves, leſt any time 
Luke 12. 15, YOUr\ heart be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and cares of 
35: this life, and ſo that $0 come upon 'you unawares+ Let your Joins be gir- 
| ded about, and your lamps burning, and ye your ſelves Like men, that wait 
Ecclus 5. 7. for your Lord: Xtdto take the counſel of -the Wife-man, Mak ry 
ing t0 turn unto the Lord, and put not off" fr row day to diy ;for ſuddenly 
..,-: Shall thewrath of the Lord come forth, Ca in thy. ecurity hou ſhalt be de- 
oy ftroyed, and periſh in the day of vengeance.” 
\Theſe conſiderations plainly do ſhew how very fooliſh, how extreme- 
ly dangerous and deſtruQtive the procraſtinating our reformation of life 
is: there are ſome others of fas, cones] whuch we Thall reſerve. 
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| P SAL. CLIX 60. 
I made hafle, and delayed not to keep thy C ommandments. 


providum, ſa- 
gax, (Fc. Cic. 


monly more reproachfull than want of courage: fo bad are the cauſes of 
delay. 
NT & Ping 
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2- And the effets are no leſs unhappy, being diſappointment , da- - 
mage, trouble and ſorrow : As expedit! 
portunities, keeping the ſpirit up 1n its heat and v 

impreſſions whereever it lighteth, driving on 


ition (catching advantages and op- 
gour, making forcible 
he current of ſucceſs) 


the | ucceſs 
' doth ſubdue buſineſs, and atchieve great exploits ( as by practiſing his | 
MulVy r2- Motto, to defer nothing, Alexander did accompliſh thoſe mighty teats 


Camnbu OC. 


Succeſſus ur- Which make ſuch a clatter in ſtory ; and C#ſar more by the rapid quick- 
gere ſus, "- neſs and forwardneſs of undertaking, than by the greatneſs of courage, 


Luc. 1. 


Pleriſque in rebus tarditas 75 procraſti- 
natio odzoſa eft, Cic. Philip. 6. 


'Aiei S" apo? 18895 alle a7y7? Ta- 
Aditte Hef. 

Dum deliberamus quando incipiendum 
eſt, incipere jam ſerum eſt. Quint, 12. 7: 


and skilfulneſs of condu&t, did work out thoſe enterpriſes, which pur- 


chaſed to his name ſo much glory and renown ) ſo 
delay and ſlowneſs do ſpoil all buſineſs, do keep off 
ſucceſs at diſtance from us ; thereby vpportunity 
is loſt, and advantages ſlip away ; our courage doth 
flag, and our ſpirit languiſheth ; our engeavgurs 
ſtrike faintly, and are eaſily repelled ; whenee gif 
appointment neceſlarily doth ſpring, attended with 
vexation. 


;. Again, we may conſider, that to ſet upon our duty is a great ſte 
toward the performance of it ; if we can reſolve well, and a little pu 


Dimidium faii gui capit babet. 
' * Hor. EprI. 2. 
Mc<y2v py lu 6#i5us md met pany Oo. 
Chryſ. Tom: 6. Orat. 8. p, 68. — | 
T8 Jugapis t doxeripdwmey Tur 6573 
7) Juunghbia emClieu 4 eionds 1h 
TerIpwn da © werayelay, Ib. p79. 


Honeſtas, que principlo anxia habetur, 
abi contigerit, voluptati luxurieque habe- 


forward, we are in a fair way to diſpatch ; to begin 
(they fay) # to have half done z to fer out, is a good 
part of the journey ; to riſe betimes, 4s often hivder 
than to doe all the day's work ; entring the Town, 
is almoſt the ſame with taking it ; it is fo in all bu- 
ſineſs, it is chiefly ſo in moral praQtice : for if we 
can find in our hearts to take our leave of ſin, if we 
can,diſengage our ſelves from the witcheries of pre- 
ſent allurement ; if we can but get over the threſhold 


" Fur, Viet. in Sept. Sev. 


, of vertuous converſation, we thall find the reſt be- 

yond expeRation ſmooth and expedite ; we ſhall diſcoyer ſuch beauty 
in vertue, we ſhall taſte ſo much ſweetneſs in obedience as greatly will 
incourage us to proceed therein. — 

4- Again, we may conſider, that our time.it {elf is a gift, ar a talent 
committed to us, for the improvement whereof we are reſponſible no 
leſs than for our wealth, our power, qur credit, our parts, and other 
ſuch advantages, wherewith for the ſerving of God, and furthering our 

Eph. 5. 16, OWN falvatian we are intruſted : 7o redeem the time is a Precept; and of 
Col. 4. 5- , all Precepts the moſt neceſſary to be obſerved, for that without redee- 
ming (thatis embracing and well employing) timewe can doe nothing 
well; no good action can be performed, no good reward can be pro- 

cured by us ::Well may we þe adviſed to take our beſt care in hysban- 

newſuin- ding it, ſeeing juſtly of all things it may be reckoned moſt pretious ; its 
T oa price being ingſtimable, and its loſs irreparable ; for all the World can- 
not purchaſe one moment of- it more than 1s allowed ys,. neither can it, 

When once gone, by any means be recovered : $9. much indeed as we 

: fave thereof, ſo much we preſerve of our ſelves; and ſo far as we loſe it, 

{0 far in effec we ſlay our ſelves, or deprive our ſelves of lite ; yea. by 
 miſpending it we doe worſe than fo ; for a dead ſleep, or a ceſlation 

from being, -is not ſo bad as doing ill ; all that while- we live back- 

ward, or devline rowend. 6 Razs much warke then annihilation ip el 

Farther PAR pO Tg 


p; 


5. Conſider, © 


- 
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5. Conſider, that of all time the preſent is ever the beſt for the pur- 
poſe of amending our life : It is.the onely ſure time, that which we omi« que 
have in our hands, and may call our own ; whereas the paſt time 9s me 
is irrevocably gone fron. as ; and the future may never come to us : It cen, prime = 
is abſolutely (reckoning from-our becoming ſenſible of things, and ac- vie. Sen- 4+ 
comptable for.our a&tions) the belt, as to our capacity of improving it ; ar gd 


Optima queque dies miſeris mortalibus @vi | Virp, Georg-2 
Our beſt days do firſt paſs away, was truly ſaid ; the nearer to its ſource 
our life is, the purer 4t-is: from ſtain, the freer from clogs, the more 
ſuſceptive of good impreſſions, the more vivid and brisk in its aftivity ; 
the farther we go on, eſpecially in a. bad courſe, the nearer we. verge 


will ſeem too late to. commence a good life : FA Mart.x. 6 
7 I rcrt, 4+ 4 


y 
rec for the future, 
the conſideration of 


Our. 


fruitleſs wiſhes? what is more diſagreeable , tl 
which we muſt be forced to-contels and call our ſelves fools? what man 
of ſenſe for a flaſh of tranſitory pleaſure, for a puff of vain repute, for a few 
ſcraps of dirty pelf would plunge himſelf into ſuch a gulf of anguiſh 


8. On the contrary, if laying hold on occafion, 


we ſet our ſelves to doe well, reflexion thereon will 1 ſapit #lifquir, Poſthume, vixit heri. 


yield great fatisfaCtion and pleaſure to us; we ſhall Mart. 5. 60 


be glad that we have done, and that our task 1s 0- | | 

ver; we ſhall exjoy our former life; Our time which Anyliat etatis ſpatium fibi vir bonus, hos 
is ſo paſt will not yet be loſt unto us; but rather it p;,,. 5. via poſe prive fred, 
will be moſt ſecurely ours, laid up beyond the reach Mart, 10. $3. 
of danger, in the repoſitory of a good conſcience. = 

US” 9. Agaitl, 


. 
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Rom. 2: 9. Again, all our tine of Kin pgs in fin we we do treaſure up wrath, 
or accumblate guilt; and the hrger our gu ts, the forer OE be our 

nine magne repentance ; the more bitter the Ow, "the more "a6} 

fm pans. he more earneſt the deprecation requiſite to obtain par 

rey defleama, and deeper the tain is, the more waſhing is 'rieec tall to get. it out; if 

pete 1 we-ſm itch and long, 'we fiſt grieve anſwers h; 


%s fit objects of mercy. 193 
IO. And whenever the (in is pardoned, yet ;ndelible narkrand monu- 


Pens jeof 06 ongnlee ond ro puts fog r (bem ga ego 
ena poteſt deme's #4 5 Uenhape to cry peceavz;' alt t ment ma 
Pac Co rernitte thor of it w. nn #5 removed ; / 
ee ſeit from it will flick in our fleſh; which ever will 
” deform us / a tang of it' will tay in our memory, 
"which always will be diſguſtfull ; we ſhall never re- 
fle&t on our - heEE without ſome confukor and horrour ; inceſ- 
Rot, 6. 2x, fanrly we Fed be liable to that queſtion of St. Paul, What fruit had ye 
of thoſe things, whereof Ps are now aſhamed 2 It therefore we could- 4 
3 {natly ty og yea if we could certainly foreſee, that we ſhould here- 
-.. , after it titne-repent, yet it were unadviſcable to perſiſt ; in ſin, ſeeing it 
being once committed, can never be reverſed ; never expunged from 
the regiſters of time; Hever daffied out from the tables of our mind and 
memory ; but will perpetually reſt as matter of dolefull conſideration, 
Ezek.16.61. and of tragical ſtory to us. Then ſhalt thod'remembe 
Pzck.16.83: aſhamed. That thou mayſt remember and be confoanded, 
thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, when T am pacified toward thee 
Ezck. 36.31. for all that thou haſt done, ſaith" the Lord God: Then ad e remember 
20:43" your own evil ways, and your doings that were wot good, and. ſhall loath your 
ſetves in your own fight, for your mn ities, and for your abominations. 
11. Apain, ſo much rime as we pend in diſobedience, fo much of re- 
ward we do forfeit ; for commenſar — to' our works ſhall our rewards 
be ;. the fewer our good wotks are in the'courſe of our preſent life, the 
ſmalſer ſhall be the meafures'of joy, of glory, of felicity diſpenſed to 
5 hereafrer ; the later conſequemly we repent, the leſs we ſhall be 


'H 0 XSenerg ren of da 
TUuV ; TW. Ip KM % ” hy wg 
x xwpnAcay chplapT7g 


r Cor.15.41- happy: One far (faith the Apoſtle) differeth from another in glory ; and 
of. ; Per A bn the celeſtial ſphere will ſhine ear anc] did 

ſoon riſe” hete, and continued long by the luſtre of their good works to 
Pror. 4.18. gloxify their heavenly Father ; for the path of the juſt is a the ſhining 
wht "that ſhine th more and more unto the perfett day. While roſes 
we.let our intereſt lie dead by lingring, or run behind by finfull prac- 
rice,'\ we are very bad husbands for our ſoul #- our foil eſtate doth 
thereby ugely ſuffer ; every minute contradteth a damage that runneth 
through millions of : a and: fe phcſ therefore will amount to an im- 
menſe ſum : and who cafu ould forego 
of bliſsful joy hereafter; who for all 
one ſpark of celeſtial Slory ; - Who for all the treaſures below would let 
Nip one gen our of his heavenly crown ? 

12. Farther, let us conſider that whatever our age, whatever our 
condition or caſe be, the advice not to procraſtinate our obedience is ' 

very ſutable and uſefull. 
Art thou youtg 2 then it is moſt proper to enter upon living well. 


\For when we ſet out, we ſhauld be put in a right way ; when we begin 
well ; life and verrue 


ſhould 


ſerum eſt 


Mart. 8.44. tO be men, We ſhould begin to uſe our re 
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in that ſtate of innocence? the foundation of good. life is to be laid in 


that age, upon which the reſt of our life is built ; for this is the manger 
of our proceeding ; the preſent always dependeth upon what is paſt ; 
our practice is guided by notions that we had ſucked in, is ſwayed by 
inclinations that we got before ; whence uſually our firſt judgments of 
things, -and our firſt propenſions do ſtretch their influence upon the 
whole future life. Train up a child in the way he. ſhould go, and when he prov. 22.6. 
i old he will not depart from. it, faith the Wiſe-man. | 
That age as it is moſt liable to be corrupted by* © acgur2 renaciffnt funns corum, que 116 
vice, ſo it is moſt capable of being imbued with ditus annis percapimur, Gyc. Quint. 1. «. 
vertue : then nature is ſoft and pliable, ſo as caſily ,,,2F%e7 cradinu quod rudes animi pers 
to be moulded into any ſhape, ready to admit any | 
ſtamp impreſled thereon ;-then the mind 1s a pure table, in which good 
principles may be fairly engraven, without raſing out any former ill pre- 
2509p ; oo the heart being - ens of weeds, the ſeeds of goodneſs 
ing caſt therein will undiſturbedly' grow and ,, RIS 
fine ; 'then the complexion being tender will Ho” Poole * TT. _ he's 


eaſily be ſet into a my poſture ; Our foul is then «aimor ad plerague driores robur ipſum 


a vellel empty and ſweet; good liquour therefore {7 Wnt #. 
may be inſtilled, which will both fit it, and ſeaſon Nuo ſemel eft imbnta recens fervabit odorern 
it with a-durable tinQure; the extreme curioſity 79 4. 
and-huge credulity of that age, as they greedily will 
ſwallow any, ſo will they admit good inftruftion. If we do then imbibe 
falſe conceptions, or have bad impreſſions made on our minds, it will be 
hard afterwards to expell, or to corre them. + Paſſion is then very 
fluid and moyeable, but not being impetuouſly determined any way, 
may eaſily be derived into'the right chanel. - Then the quickneſs of our 
wit, the briskneſs of our fancy, the freſhneſs of our memory, the vigour 
of our affeQions, the luſty and ative mettle of our ſpirits being applied 
to vertuous ſtudies and endeavours, will produce * «11, ;5 $9 2a1enis frebns, tn det 
moſt noble fruits ; the beauty of which will adorn mr, in {<&«nimny, by Law, x 
us, the ſweetneſs will pleaſe us, ſo as to leave on 59% &7ipe th zone Clryle arde. a. 
our minds a perpetual reliſh and fatisfaQtion in goodneſs. Then being 
leſs encombred with the cares, leſs entangled in the perplexities, leſs 
expolcd to the temptations of the World and ſecular affairs, wecan more 
eaſily ſet forth, we may proceed more expeditely in good courſes. 
Then being void of -that ſtinging remorſe, which doth adhere to re- 
flexions upon paſt follies, and miſpent time, with more courage and ala- 
crity we may proſecute good undertakings ; then beginning ſo ſoon to 
embrace yertue, we {hall have advantage with more leiſure, and more 
eaſe to poliſh and perfect it through our enſuing courſe of life ; ſetting 
out ſo early, in the very morning of our age, without much ſtraining, 
RLInY on ſoftly and fairly, we may go through our journey to hap- 
pinels. 
Our a&ions then are the firſt fruits of our life, which therefore are 
fit and due ſacrifices to our maker; which if we do withdraw, we ſhall 
have nothing left ſo worthy or acceptable to preſent unto hin; will it 
be ſeemly to offer him the dregs and refuſe of our age ; ſhall we not 
be aſhamed:to bring a crazy temper of body po bones and de- 


Hor. Ep. 1. 2» 


cayed ſenſes ; a dull fancy, a treacherous memory, a ſluggiſh ſpirit -"-ra 
. im? 
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him? ſhall we then when we are fit for lirtleþegin to undertake; his ſer- 
vice? with our decrepit limbs and waſtedWtrength ſhall we ſet 'our 
ſelves to run the ways of his commandments *' * 20 SRD 

As it is uncomfortable to think of being parſimonious, when our 
ſtock is almoſt gone ; ſo it is to'become thrifty of our lite; when it 
comes near the bottom. Aw) #:.7v9 punt peidu, 6 : 

_ If we keep innocency, ſpend our youth well, it will yield unexpref- 
ſible comfort to us ;- it will ſave us much ſorrow, it will prevent many 
inconveniences to us: if we have'ſpent it ill, it will yield us great dif-_ 
Pal. 37. 38- pleaſure, it will coſt us much pains; 'we ſhall be forced fadly to bewail 

our folly and vanity therein; it wilt be bitter to ſee, that we muſt unlive 

our former life, and undoe all we have done; that we muſt renounce the 

principles we have avowed, we muſt root out the habits we have planted, 

we muſt forſake the paths which we have beaten and ſo long trode in, 

| if ever we will be happy ; it will be grievous to;us, when we come with 

Plal. 25. 7. penitential regret to deprecate, Lord remember not the fins of my youth ; 

Job 20.11. We ſhall feel fore pain, when our bones are full of the fins of our youth, 

13-26. * and we come 70 poſſeſs the iniquittes thereof. | 
' 'Lam. 3+ 27» 
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It is therefore good (as the Prophet faith) that a 
Fingit equam tenerd docilem ſervice Ma- yan bear the yoke 1n his youth, when his neck is ten- 


© quam monſtrat eques. — Hot: der; it isexcellent advice which the Preacher giveth, 
Eccl, 12. t: Remember. thy creatour in the days of thy youth; 


while the evil days come not, and the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay 
I have no pleaſure in them. Z 8 BY): obs. 
BE er | Ariſtotle faith, that young men are not fi hear- 
v9: carte le Salt done. £15 Sf moral doftrine ; becauſe Caith he) hey are 
ns 6 vi: dnep@ 3B WW 27 + flor unexperienced in affairs of life ; and becauſe they are 
TegCtay * Rr Pianos” : 6 pe apt to follow their paſſions ,' which indiſpoſe to hear 
af eas wh with fruit or profit ; but his concluſion: is falſe, and 
his reaſons may be well turned againſt him; for becauſe young men want 
experience, therefore is there no bad prejudice, no contrary habit to ob- 
ſtru& their embracing ſound doQrine ; becauſe their paſiions are vehe- 
ment and ſtrong, therefore being rightly ordered, and ſet upon good 
obje&ts they with great force will carry them to vertuous prattice; that 
indeed 1s the beſt time to regulate and tame paſſions; as horſes muſt be 
broken when they are colts, dogs muſt be made when they are whelps, 
elſe they will never be brought to any thing. The Poet therefore adyi- 
ſed better than the Phzloſopher py 
Hor, Eþ.1. 2+ ——nunc adbibe puro 
Petlore verba puer, nunc te melioribus offer ; 
Eph. 6. 44 and St. Paul plainly doth confure him, when he biddeth parents to edu- 
cate their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; when he 
Tit. 2.6. chargeth 7:tws, that he exhort young men to be ſober-minded ; when he 
a_ 3.15, commendeth 77mothy, for that he had dew Beipes from his infancy known 
Plal. 119. 9. the Holy SCYIPIUrEs ; So doth the P [almiſt, when he faith, Wherewith 
ſhall a young man cleanſe his way ? by taking heed according to thy word. 
vor: 1- 4: And Solomon, when he declareth that his moral precepts did ſerve to gzve 
is > ſubtilty to the (imple, to the young man knowledge and diſcretion ; when 
he biddeth us to train up a child in the way he ſhould. go; St. Peter doth 
1 Pet. 2-2 jntimate_the ſame, when he biddeth us, as new born Fee, to defire the 
Luke 18. 16. /incere milk of the word; and our Saviour, when he ſaid, Suffer little 
children to come unto me, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God; that is the 
9k ___ more 
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7 i(chie; 7 de TRY Romance . Þ 
ence 2 ® man i endewed with, the more apt he . \ ; 4 


cnbent was out, 1 n he /oung men from the ſchools " 


of vertue. It is obſervable that he concen eth himſelf; for *Ou papgy Eh. 2. 2: 
o64 70 TW, | sTW; d3 Jus Ge vitv tXCeda, Ez andjonoAs, KEN!) 

70. oy It is (faith he) of no ſmall concernment to be from youth acca- 

ſtomed thus or thus; yea 'tis very much, or rather a: And how ſhall a 

young man be accuſtomed to' doe well, if he be not allowed to learn . 

What is to be done? * 3 
Again, are we old? it is then high time to begin ; we have then leſs . 2 

time to ſpare from our moſt important buſineſs; we Rand then 1g moſt 4 

imminent danger, upon the edge of perdition, and ſhould therefore be 

wr 8 vn har thence; = Poe being diminiſhed, our quickneſs 

and induſtry ſhould be encreaſed ; the later we ſet ww 

out, the more ſpeed it behoveth us to make. If we ah ns, Fa ft ap - 

ſtay, we ſhall grow continually more indiſpoſed Was. fg 7% AoTay @ 

and unfit to amend ; it will be too late, when utter ' 

decrepitneſs and dotage have ſeifed upon us; and our body doth ſurvive 

our ſoul. When fo much of our time, of our parts, of our ſtrength are 

fled, we ſhould husband the reſt to beſt advantage, and make the beſt 

ſatisfaction we.can unto God, and unto our ſouls EE rats as 

with the remainder. ue fugiamus babet— — Ovid. 


This age hath ſome peculiar advantages, Which wzs rabms a0\der wy OToins aus 


ef ſhould _ "Hit ; the froth of humours i To bar __ Þ oougy's 
oiled out, ours of luſt are ſlaked, paſſions 7 - ah 
are allayed, a ices are flatted ; fo that then in- bit np ESE boyd 

clinations to fin are not fo violent, nor doth the en- Foe a &aF6Arqe Chryſ, Tam. 6; 
joyment thereof fo much gratify. 


Long experience then hath diſcovered thevanity of all worldly chings, 
and the miſchief of ill courſes ; ſo that we.can then hardly admire any 
thing, or þe fond of enjoying what we have found unprofitable or hurt- 
u 
_ -Age is excuſed from compliance with the faſhions, and thence much 
exempted from temptations of the World ; fo that it may: be good. webs 
aut obſtacle or oppoſition. 

It is proper thereto to be grave and ſerious, and conſequently to be 
vertuous; for gravity without vertue and ſeriouſneſs about vain things 
are ridiculous.  - 

- Nothing doth fo adorn this age as goodues, nothing, goth {o diſgrace 
it as wickedneſs ; 7he hoary head is a crown'of glory, if it $8 found i# the Prov. 16. 31, 
way of righteouſneſs ; but it is @ mark of infamy, if it. be obſerved pro- 


ron" 1n a courſe of iniquity .it ſignifieth that experience hath not im- 
roved it, -it arguerh incorrigible folly , or rather incurable Fw 


A 


ne -t is indeed-no care, no employment proper for old. en but to 
prepare for their difſalution; to. be bidding adue to the World. W 5h its 
vain pomps and miſchievous pleaſures; to be packing up their = Is, tc 
be caſting their accompts, tobe fitting. eve to abide im that ſtat 
ioto which they-are tumbling, to appear.at that bar, before wt 
denly nature will fer them. As a ſhip, which hath ong | and 
weatherbeaten, 'which is ſhattered in its 1 ber, and hath loſt much of 


6 rigging, thold doe noting in tha caſe but work toward the port, 
_ tner 
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In PO vixi- there to tad i its 5 lafery and caſe; ſo Ha , who b having paſt- mas 
mus, moria- ry ſtorms and agitations of the World. is grievouſly battered 
mur im portue 

Sen. £9. 19. With a age, ſtrive onely to dye' well, to ger late 1 into the harbour of eters 


nal re 

"Orr! Zug TOY al Ip Tn fine,: Epicurns himſelf aid well {4 40 man 

aeis o} x7! dull diver, Epic. ad. is either  immatare or overripe in regard to his 

Moncec- © \ ſouls health; we can never ſet upon 1t too- ſoon, 
we ſhould never think it too late to begin; to live well is always the 
beſt thing we can doe, and therefore we ſhould at any time endeavour 
it ; there are common reaſons forall ages, there are ſpecial reaſons for 
each age, which moſt ſtrongly and moſt clearly do urge it; it is moſt 


ſeaſonable for young men, it is moſt neceſlary, for old men, it is moſt 
* Quare ju adviſeable for all men *. | 


vents, imo 
omnis atos ( neque enim refta woluntati ſerum eft tempt allum ) totis mentibus buc tendamus s in = elaboremss ; 


forfan & cnſurmae contingat. _ I2.I, 


Again, be our condition what it will, this advice is reaſonable: Are 
we'/in health? we owe God thanks for that excellent gift, and the beſt 
gratitude we can expreſs is the improving it for his ſervice and our own 
good ; we ſhould not loſe the advantage of a ſeaſon fo fit for our obedi- 
Ence: and repentance ; .while the forces of our body and mind-are entire, 
while we are not diſcompoſed by pan. or faintneſs, we ſhould ſtrive to 
diſpatch this needfull work, for which infirmity may difable us. 

Are we ſick? it is then time to conſider our frailty, and the beſt we 
can to obviate the worſt conſequences thereof: it is then very fit, when 
we do feel the fad effefs of fin, to endeavour the prevention of worle 
miſchiefs that may follow ; it is ſeaſonable, when we lie under God's cor- 
refting hand to ſubmit unto him, to deprecate his wrath, to ſeek recon- 
ciliation with him by all kinds of obedience ſutable to that Kate; with 
ſerious reſolutions toamend: hereafter, if it ſhall pleaſe God to reſtore'us; 
it is moſt adviſeable, when we are in the borders of death to provide for 
that ſtate, which heth juſt beyond 1 it. 

Are we rich and proſperous? 'tis expedient then preſently to amend, 
leſt our wealth do ſoon corrupt us with pride, with luxury, with oth, 
with ſtupidity; leſt our proſperity become an inevitable ſnare, an irreco- 
verable bane unto us. 

Are we poor or afflicted? it is then alſo needfull to repent quickly ; ; 
that we may have a comfortable ſupport for our ſoul, and a certainiſuc- 
cour-in our diſtreſs ; that we may get a treaſure to ſupply our want, a 
joy to drown'our forrow;. a buoy to keep our hearts from ſinking into 
deſperation and diſconſolateneſs. "This condition is a medicine, which 
God adminiſtreth for our ſouls health ; if it do not work'preſently fo as 
to " us-good, it will prove both grievous and hurtfull to us. _ 
Lafily , we may conſider, that abating all the rufull conſequences 
of abiding: in Ter abſtraQir from the deſperate hazards it expoſeth us 
to in/regard to the future lite,” it.is moſtreaſonable to abandon it, beta- 
ing our ſelves to'a vertugus-courſe of praftice. For:vertue in it ſelf is 
far more eligible than vice, 'to'keep God's Commandments hath much 
= virtu wihil lied quam in fe pe-- greater ft Sent Fes than to break them; the life of 


Prov. 1. 32, 


feta, & ad fuainum perdutta oats, "4 aw man in all conſiderable reſpe&s is highly:to 


Cic. & Legs be 7 be preferred above the life of a bad man: for Shae 
is vertue, but a way of living that advanceth'our nature into a ſimili 


Serm.XVII. [he danger and miſchief of delaying Repentance. 201 
with God's.moſt excellent and happy nature ; that progporeth our true h 2 
benefit and intereſt ; that. procureth and preſerveth health, caſe, fafery, AI 


liberty, peace, comfortable ſubſiſtence, fair repute, tranquillity of mind, 
all kinds of convenience to us? to what ends did our moſt benign ang Deur. 10. 14, 
moſt wiſe Maker deſign and ſuit his law, but to the furthering our good, = o 
and ſecuring us from miſchief, as not onely himſelf hath declared, but Rom. 7. 13. 
reaſon ſhewerh, and experience doth atteſt > What 1s vice but a ſort of Plal-19- 9: . 
practice which debaſeth and diſparageth us, which plungeth us into PET ATOD 'F 
grievous evils, which bringeth diſtemper of body and ſoul, diſtreſs of 
tortune, danger, trouble, reproach, regret, and numberleſs inconveni- 
ences upon us; Which for no other reaſon, than becauſe it fo hurteth 3 
and grieveth us, was by our loving Creatour interdicted to us? Vertue | "2 
is moſt noble and worthy, moſt lovely, moſt profitable, moſt pleaſant, F 
moſt. creditable; vice is moſt ſordid and baſe, ugly, hurtfull,' bitter, 
difgracefull, in its ſelf, and in its conſequences, | If we compare them 4 
together, we ſhall find, that vertue doth always preſerve our health, but 
vice commonly doth. impair it ; that vertue improveth our eſtate, vice 
waſteth it ; that vertue adorneth our reputation, vice blemiſheth it ; 
_ that vertue ſtrengthneth our parts, vice weakneth them; that vertue 
maintaineth our Sy vice enſlaveth us; that. vertue keepeth our 
mind in order and peace, vice diſcompoſeth and perth it; vertue 2 
breedeth farisfaftion and joy , vice ſpawneth diſpleaſure and anguiſh of | - 
conſcience : tb eter therefore into a vertuous Courſe of life, whar is it 
but to embrace hdppineſs, to continue in vitious practice, what is it bat 
to ſtick in miſery? OO 
- By entring into'good life, we eter. into the favour and friendſhip of 
God, engaging his infinite power and wiſedom for our protection, our 4 
ſuccour, our dire&tion and guidance ; enjoying the ſweet effluxes of his "J 
mercy and bounty.; we therewith become friends to the holy. Angels, h 
and bleſſed Saints, to all good men, being united in a holy and happy 
conſortſhip of judgment, of charity, of hope, of devotion with them ; 
we become friends to all the World , which we oblige by good wiſhes, b 
and good deeds, and by the influence of good example ; we become 
friends to our ſelves, whom we thereby enrich and adorn with the beſt 
goods ; whom we gratify and pleaſe with the choiceſt delights : but 
perſiſting in ſin we continue to affront, wrong, and diſpleaſe our Ma- 3 
ker, to be diſloyal toward our Sovereign Lord ; to be ingratefull toward 3 
our chief Benefaour, to diſoblige the beſt Friend we have, to provoke 
a moſt Juſt and ſevere judge; to cope with Omnipotency, to contradict 
Infallibility, to earage the greateſt patience, to abuſe immenſe Goodneſs : 
We thereby become enemies to all the World, to God, whom we injure 
and diſhonour ; to the friends of God, whom we deſert and oppoſe ; to 
the creatures, which we abuſe to our pride, luſt and vanity ; to our 


neighbours whom we corrupt, or ſeduce ; to our ſelves, whom we be- b” 
reave of the beſt goods, and betray to the worſt evils. | 3 
Beginning to live ſoþerly, we begin to live like men, following the ; 


condutt of reaſon; beginning to live in charity, we commence the li 

of Angels, enjoying in our ſelves moſt ſweet conterit, and prociiring 

great benefit to others ; but going on in ſinfull voluptuouſneſs, we pro- 
ceed to live like beaſts, wholly guided by ſenſe, arid ſwayed by appe* 

tite ; being pertinacious in malice we continue to be like fiends, work- 


ing torment 1n our ſelves, and miſchief to our neighbours. = 
Dd Embra# 


PT" ee ds. ts, 


Dy 7 9 


— As CR 


Þ | to the \ 
By our delay to amend, what do we 

and tranſient pleaſure inſtead of a { 

I | of unqueſtiona 

2 hoy Pe : ys 

b. e is too ſpatious, I ſhall 

© peedily applying our ſelves to 

3 - "and the danger of a final Hell in 

4 Heaven; one of joyfull tranc 


BP ter; unto the which A 

3 Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; 
3 The ver God of 'peare 
= 1 Thell. 5.23. ſpirit, ana ſoul, Af 
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Embracing vertue we become w 


body be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our 
nen. | 


ſober men, worthy and honou- 
"World; but continuing in vice, we 
vain, to be vile and deſpicable, to be worth- 
in? what, but a little flaſhy 
and durable peace ; but a little 
Ith ; but a little ſmoak of deceitfull 
nd honour ; ſhadows of imaginary 
ſubſtantial and true, a good mind, 
of our ſonls. But this field of dil- | 
y therefore for concluſion ſay, that 

and breaking oft our fins by 


" C ; js : 


ience, 


, is in effe&t nothing elle but from a preſent Hell in trouble, 


t to be tranſlated into a double 

here, anther of bliſsfull reſt hereaf- | 
ty God in his mercy bring us all, through 
to whom for ever be all glory and praile. 
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ſanfify you wholly, and I pray God your whole 
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if not ſteered to ſome good pi 
waves of fancy, or driven by the wu emptation ſomewhither) 
But the direion of our mind to ſome heck end, without roving or 
flinching, in a treight and ſteadyycourle, drawing after it our active 
wers in execution thereof, dothtonfiitute induſtry ; the which there- 
fore uſually is attended with labour and | po for our mind (which na- 
L "tn ofipet variet and liberty, ing apy. to loa þ familiar ob- 


| reaſon yet toſſed ; $m the 


tt ribs 7 OE 


atrengidh $a/t + Spis bripl 

prone to flutter and ly a vey , 10 Chat it BI ito ft 
corporeal inſtruments of action being ſtrained toa h oh nth or de- 
ca in a tone will ſoon feel a laſſitude, ſomewhat offenſive to nature ; 
Whence-tabour” | -reckoned an "ingredient of in- 
duſtry ; and laboriouſneſs is a name ſignifying it ; upon which accompt 
this vertue (as involving labour) deſerveth a peculiar commendation z 
it being then moſt laudable to follow tlie diftares of reaſon, when ſo do- 
ing is attended with difficulty and trouble.  _ 
Suck in general Þ conceive to be'the nature 

"S 


of induſtry ;\to the prac- 
ice Kar _ the followin 


conſiderations may induce. 
2e-We may-conſder that fig te "o_ DO the 

frame of. ur nature ;-all the fac; ſoul and « 
FX ark;.0un ect for KoavRl, our {eaſes 40 watch fx 
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toward its beſt Nate. The labour of our mind i in attentive 2 mediates, 
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It yg Pt us as : with other th things in nature, 
which: by motion are, preſerved in their native pu-. - 
rity and perfeftion,' in, their ſweetnels, in their lu- 
ſtre, a corrupting , debaſing and defiling them ; 
If the water runneth, 1t hol eh clear, ſweet and 
freſh; but ſtagnation rirneth it into a noiſome pud- . 
dle ; if the air is fanned by winds, it is pure and wholſome, . but from 
being ſhut up it groweth thick and putrid; If metals be employed, they 
abide; ſmooth and ſplendid; bur lay them up, and they 2: 09; contract 
ruſt ; Fuck pe is "ir with cular, Bs yieldeth corn; ; but by _ 
ing neg] it will be overgrown wit i indie ork. 
and thullles ; and the better by ſoil is, the ranker ape: - a Arn 3* 
weeds-it will produce ; all nature-is upheld in its Put a made 3 
being, order and ſtate by conſtant agitation; every creature is inceſlant- 
ly employed inaction. conformable. to its deſigned end and uſe; In like 
manner the. preſervation atid im provement of our faculties depends on 
their conſtant exerciſe. , 

. - 3- As we naturally. were. compoſed, fo by divine appointment we 
were originally deſigned for induſtry ; God did. Not incend, that man 
ſhould live.idly even in his beſt.ſtate ; or ſhould enjoy happines -<þ 
out tzking pains; but, did provide work RON even 1n Paradiſe it (elf; 
for The: Lord God (faith, _ Text ): took man, and [put him into the gar C ow 3 I5. 
den of -Eden to dreſs it, 'and to keep, it, ſo that had we continued happy, 
we muſt have been. ever buſie, by. our induſtry ſuſtaining our life, and 
ſecuring our pleaſure; otherwiſe weeds might have overgrown Paradiſe, 
and that of Solomon, might have been applicable to Adam, 7 went by.the prov. 24. 30, 
Feld of the flothfull, and by the vineyard of the man woid of underſtanding, 3": 
and boe it was all gm over with thorns, and nettles had covered the 
face thereof. + | 
4: By our cranſpreſſion and fall the neceſlity of induſtry (together 
with a difficulty ef obtaining good, and. | avordeng evil) was encreaſed 
to us; being od both as a juſt uniſhment tor our offence, and as, 
an expedient remedy. of.our needs ;, for thereupon the ground was curſed Gen. 3 17-— 
to bring, forth thorns and thiſtles to us, and it was our doom pronounced 
| by God's own mouthi, Is the ſweat of thy face. ſhalt thou eat bread till 
thou return unto the ground ; fo. that now labour, is fatally natural to-us ; 
now. Man: ( as Job 9 i is bory to labour as. the. ſparks. fly upward (or Job « ge 7+ 
as the Fultur's Chickens ſoar aleft, according tg the Greek Interpreters.) "ants; 
* yowonl of gums vImnet mim). LXX. Incerp. - Now: great travel (a the Son f$ ſaith )-is created 


ever 3. ( ele 875% 7617) Jon Os. Ecelu and 2 ke is upon the 
fot of : vet drvfary, Os. Ecclus 40. 1.) yoke is upo 


\ec ly our condition and circumſtances,in the World are fo 
 arderedy 2 as t9 require induſtry ;:4o that withour it we cannot ſupport 
our life in any comfort or convenience ; whence St. Pax/s charge upon 
the Theſſalonians, that If any one would not work , neither ſhould he eat, is 2 Thel.z.to. 
iner a general-law impoſed on mankind by the exigency yay 
te ; 
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. Of all our many neceſſities none'can be fi plied w ,wher 
all men are aTg to bear a ſhare; | Every man is/to work for his food. 
for his apparel, tor all his accommodations, either immediately and die 
rely, or by commutation and equivalence; for-the Genrleman himſelf 
cannot (atleaſt worthily, and inculpably) obtain them otherwiſe, than 
by redeeming them from the Plowman, and the Artificer by Compens 
ſation of other cares and pains, conduGible to _ good: - | 

irg.Georg.n: The wiſe Poet did obſerye well, when he faid, 
Pater ipſe colendi 
Haud facilem efſe viam volult——— 
and St. Chryſoſtome doth propoſe the ſame obſervation, that God to-whet 
_ - our mind, and keep us from moping, would not 
proces — ig ele Ls that we ſhould eaſily come by the fruits of the earth, 
virg. id, . Without employing ce art'and many pains; = 
14 for #is avdynlu xaTicuny ” order thereto there muſt be skill uſed in obſery 
ren - arts 00+ on % ſeaſons, and preparing the ground ; there muſt 4 
labour ſpent 1n 'manuring, 1n delving and plowing, 
in ſowing, in weeding, in fencing 'it ; there mult be pains taken in rea- 
ping, in gathering, 16 laying up,. in threſhing, and dreſling-the fruit 
 Eer we can enjoy it : ſo much induſtry i is needfull to get bread; and if 
we liſt to fare 'more Aaintily, we' muſt-either hunt tor it, uſing craft 
and toil to catch it out of tl © woods, the water, the air ; or we muſt 
carefully wait on thoſe creatures, of which we would ſerve our-ſelves, 
feeding them that they may feed us ; ſuch induſtry is required to pre- 
ſerve mankind from ſarving," And to'guard-it from other inconveni- 
ences, Miſchiefs and dangers ſurrounding us, it is. no leſs requiſite ; s forto 
ſhelter 'us from impreſſions of weather, we muſt ſpin, we mu 
we'muſt build ; and in order thereto we muſt ſcrape into the bowels of 
the earth to find our tools, we muſt ſweat at the Anvil to forge then for 
our uſe: we muſt frame arms to defend our ſafety, and our ſtore from: 
the aſſaulrs of wild beaſts, or of more dangerous neighbours, wild-men. 
To furniſh accommodations for our curioſity and pleaſure, of to provide 
for the convenience and ornament-of our life, ſtill *greater meat 
induſtry are demanded; to fatisfy thoſe intents a theuſznd _ 
of art, a thouſand ways of trade;and'bufinels do ſerve, withox 
they are nor attainablei In whatever condition any man is, -in-w 
ſtate ſoever he be placed, whatſoever calling or way of life he.doth « 
brace, ſome peculiar buſineſs 15 thao! 1mpo ed on:him, which heeannot 
with any advantage or good ſucceſs, with any grace, wh. wo omfort 


I ; 


to himſelf, or fatisfation to others: manage Wi hout 
nothing will go on'of it ſelf, without our care'to 
pains to hold it; and: forward it in the right courſe: All which t 
thew, that Divine Wifedom did intend, that we f ould liv in'the exc 
ciſe of induſtry, or not well without it ; having f ny many nix ds to. 
ſupplied, {0 many- deſires to be appe fed x iereby ;; being expoſed ro 
many troubles and difficulties, from: which 
ing without it. Bur farther yet, | "oil 
| 6+:Let us conſider; that induſtry hath thereto, (by-divine 
ment and promiſe; the faireſt fruirs, andthe _ ewards: A 


ho things being, either fach in prom womy or mi ſuch by humane 

ki (70 arethe fruits of induſtry ; ordered to ſprout from it, tinder the 

protedtion, and influence. of God's bleſſing, which OT doth at- 

rend |, 

All things indeed are the of God, and fi by 

his ul goo but he doth not give ples Fong een tr lon, S 

miraculouſly without concurrence of ordinary means ; By y ſupporting | 

our active powers, and ſupplying needfall aid to « troy by ec Pl 37: LF 23. 
and upholding us in the courſe of onr ation ; by preventing P'%7: 3: ©: 

or removing obſtacles that might croſs tus; by granting that final ſucceſs, = 

which dependeth on his pleafure, he doth confer them on us ; Oyr Dit lebwitu 

hand Doroineon is God's hand, by which he wotketh good; and reach- ni wen 


eth out benefits to us; governing and wielding it as he pleaſeth. Jas 36. 
; _ God indeed could not well proceed otherwiſe indiſp oma his favours + King "3 


to us; not well, I ſay; that is, not withour fubverting the merhod of joth. 1. 7, 9: 
things which himſelf hath eſtabliſhed; 'not without lighting and voiding 
his own firſt bounty, or rendring thecommon gifts of nature (our reaſon, 

ICRIES,- Our attive'powers) vain and uſeleſs; not Kui 71G- Lanes AayuCarery Þ ſn 
without making us uncapable of any praiſe, or any « 1 ==» iuony tn 54 ©. Chryl 
, reward, which ſuppoſe works atchieved by our car- #* Ep. 0:4: 2. 

neſt endeavour ; not without ng us of that fiveeteſt content, 
which ſpringeth from enjoyirſg the fruix of our labour. 


Hence it is, that whatever in Holy Scripture is - 


called the gift of God, isvtherwhile affirmed to-be 546 TE 


the efietof induſtry; it bend the uſefull condiri- mw dgrrij oinpiets airy Tabrlu Be 
on kn o=—_ and the i trament whatroy divine Song SES | 
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F "I08--* Of Induſtry in general. __-- Vol IL 
Jud. 5.13, to help God ; Curſe ye Meroz, curſe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, 

becauſe they came not to the help of the Lord; to the help of the Lord a- 
þ gainſt the mighty. If ever God doth perform all, without humane la 
| Pl 14.45, Fs conſpiring, it is onely in behalf of thoſe, who are ready to doe 
's 2Eor.e ». ., their beſt, 'but unable to doe any thing, being overpowered by the inſu- 
[ 2 Chron. 14. perable difficulty of things ; But He neyer doth at&t miracles, of controll 
Mo nature, he never doth ſtretch forth his arm, or interpoſe ſpecial power 


1-145 in favour of wilfull and affefted fluggards. 

In fine, it is very plain both in common experience, declaring the 

courſe of providence; and in Holy Scripture, expreſſing God's oo 

that Almighty God doth hold forth all good things as the prizes and 

recompences of our vigilant care, and painfull endeavour ; as by ſurvey- 

ing particulars we may clearly diſcern. 

Nothing is more gratefull to men, than propos ſacceſs in their un- 
, dertakings, whereby they attain their: ends, ſatisfy their deſires, fave: 
Ti Cmunla; Hive He Sorel their pains, and come off with credit ; this com-' 
& SER «72. monly is the effe&t of induſtry \ (which comman- 


Antiph. 
Quodcunque imperavit ſbi animus, ob- deth fortune, to which all things ſubmit and ſerve) 
tinuir, Cc. Sen. de Tr. 2. 12. 
and ſcarce ever is found without it ; 'An induſtrious 


perſon, who as-ſuch is not apt to attempt things impoſlible or unprac- 

tieable, can hardly fail of compaſſing his deſigns, becauſe he will apply 
: all means requiſite, and bend all his forcts thereto ; ſtriving to break: 
þ through all difficulties, and to ſubdue all oppoſitions thwarting his pur- 
I poſes: but nothing of worth or weight, can be atchieved with half a 
= mind, with a faint heart, with a lame endeavour; Any bs 2. un un- 

dertaken without reſolution, managed without care, proſecute 


J - out 4.nal will eaſily be daſhed: and proye abortive, ending i in dif-. 
Jl appointment, -damage, diſgrace and Aifarisfactio ; ſothe Wi/e-man doth 
| Prov. 13- 4+ affure us ; The Foul T Tir he) ) of rhe ſogg the ſluggard freth and hath nothing, 

21-25 But the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be made Jars ; the one pineth away with. 


incffeual and fruitleſs eu - the other thriverh = fatisfation i in 
proſperous ſucceſs. 

Prov. 15. 30. *'Plentifull accommodations for our ſuſtenance ac convenience all men 
& will agree to be very defireable; and theſe argindeed the bleſſings of Hoon, 

Pf. 85. 9,11. Who! wiftteth the earth and enricheth it; who crowneth the: year with 
Gen. 21. 26. gooelneſs ; and whoſe clouds drop fatneſs ; but. they are io diſpe 
Heaven, that induſtry muſt concur therewith in deriving:the! a 
Prov. 21. 1. and ſloth will debar us of them; for Ze (faith the Holy. Oracle XY that 
js 4 in © tilleth his land, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread ; and the. thoughts of t | 
LXX.) #Vigent alone: tend to plenteouſneſs.; but The Naggard ſeal beg; in harvep, | 
"ah ene, and bave nothing; and The idle foul ſhall ſuffer hunger. (© (oo oe 
"15 Wealth is that, which generally men of all-things are wont to affect: 
and: covet with moſt ardent deſire, as the great ft re-houſe: of their 
needs and conveniences, the ſure bulwark o: a ſtate. and:dignity ;- 

the univerſal inſtrument of compaſſing their d and pl alures; 4 

moſt evident it is, that in the natural courſe of T Sin ndoſtry is t 
way to acquire it, to ſecure it, to improve-and enlarge it; the whi 

1.4 urſued innocently and modeſtly, God will be ſo far from obſtry 
8, 'that he will further, and bleſs it ; for that indeec it- would bes. 
; ww is «providence, if honeſt: induſtry , uſing thi ns it aftordeth,* 
* ſhould: il of procuring a competency ; which joined | 


Sales 5.16. els 1 in St. Pau/'s computation is great wealth. Wherefore althou 


erm. XVIIL Of Induſtry in general. oP 


yet doth he nor forget or contradidt himſelf, when he alfo doth affirm, 22:4 

that The hand of the dilitent maketh rich ; and that Ze who gathereth 11, 

by labour ſhalt encreaſe ; becauſe God bleſſeth the induſtrions, and by his gt 19: 

ownhand, as the moſt proper inſtrument, maketh him rich; when the ,, RL 

Preacher ſaid, There is a man, to whom God hath given riches and wealth, goes 6; 1,2. 

he knew well enough what man it was, to whom God giveth them, $:. Pau cx- 

and that ſluggards were not fit objects.of that liberality ; for he had ob- joe 69% . 

ſerved. it'to be their doom to be poor and beggarly, their nature to waſte 1 hos 

and imbezil an eftate ; He could aſfure us, that drowfneſs ſhaf cloath a wdrts og6i- 

man with rags ; He could propound it as a certain obſervation, that'He 7" 114. 

who is ;flothfull iy his work, # brother to a great waſter ; or that want of Prov. 23. 2t. 

induſtry in our buſineſs will-no leſs impair our eſtate, than prodigality **7-1% 5 

it ſelf; He could more than once warn the flothfull, that if he did: {zep prov. 10. 4. 

on, of perfiſt in his ſluggiſh way, indigency would ſurprize and ſeiſe on 

hum with an infupporta le violence ; Ss (faith he) ſhalt thy poverty Prov. 6. 11. 

come as one that travelleth, aid thy want 4s an armed man. YI 
Another darling of humane afteftion (and a jewel indeed of confide- 

rable worth ang uſe in our life) is hoxoxr, or reputation among men : 

this alſo plainly, after the common reaſon and courſe of things, is pur- 

chaſed and preſerved by induſtry ; For he that aſpireth tv worthy things, 

and aflayeth laudable deſigns, purſuing them ſteadily with ſerious appli- 

cation of heart, and refohute activity, 'will rarely fail of good fucceſs, 

conſequently will not miſs honour, which ever doth crown viftory ; 

And if he thould hap to fail in his deſign; yet he will not loſe his credit ; 

for having meant well, and done his beſt, all will be ready to excuſe, 

many tocommend him ; 'The very qualities which induſtry doth exerciſe, 

and. the effeAts which it doth: produce, do _ honour ; as being or- 

naments of our perſon and ſtate. (God himſelf, ( from whom. honour i Chron. 25. 

cometh, and whoſe ſpecial prerogative it is to beſtow it, he, as King of 17 

the World, being the fountain of honour) will be concerned to dignify tcces 5. r9. 

an induſtrious management of his gifts with that natural and proper re- 

compence thereof ; conduGing: him, who fairly treadeth in the path of 

honour, that he ſhall fafely arrive unto it. It is therefore a matter of - 


eaſie obſervation which the wiſe Prince doth prompt us to mark ; Seeſt Prov. 22. 25. 


thou a man diligent in his buſineſs, he ſhall ſtand before kings, he ſhall not 
ſtand before mean men; that is, diligence, as it is the faireſt, ſo it is the 
ſureſt way to the beſt preferment; as it qualifieth a man for employ- 
ment, and rendreth him ufefull to the World, ſo it will procure wor- 
thy employment for him, and attra& the World to him ; as the ſame 

t Authour again doth aflert - The hand 5 faith he, of the diligent ſhall Prov. 12. 24- 
bear: rule; Yea, fo honourable a thing is:induſtry it ſelf; that an exer- 
ciſe thereof in the meaneſt rank is productive of eſteem, as the Wiſe-man 
again doth' obſerve and tell us; He that waiteth on bis maſter, ( that is Prov. 27. 18. 
with: diligence attendeth on the buſineſs committed to him) ſhaf be ho- 9s ovicere 
noured. KY | {Pr T1 UI 
No induſtrious man is contemptible ; for he is ever looked upon as be- von 
ing-in a way of thriving, of working hunſelf out from any ſtraits, of 
advancing himſelf into a better condition. - But without induftry we 
cannot expe& any. thing, -but diſreſpe&, ſhame and reproach, which 
are the'certain portion of the ſlothfull ; he-not having the heart to en- 


. 


terprize, or the reſolution and patience to atchieve any thing, deſerving 
E e regard, 
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Eccles 1.17» 
"2 Zo 
x King 3. 9» 
Sip. 8. 21 £ 
On | averreth God to be the ſole donour of it (for, The Lord, faith he, giveth 
Eccles 2. 26+ 7 ag out of his mouth cometh knowledge and underſtanding ) yet even 
Jam: 1-5- he, did firſt give his heart to it, before 1t was given into his heart: he 
did not onely gape for it, to receive it by mere infuſion; but he worked 
and ſtudied hard for it: he was indeed a great ſtudent, an inquiſitive 
ſearcher into nature, a curious: obſerver of the World, a profound con- 
ſiderer and comparer of things; and by that induſtrious courſe, promo- 
ted by divine blefling, he did arrive to that great ſtock of ſo renowned 

a wikedom. ©: — 
| And.the ſame method-it is, which he preſcribeth to us for getting it ; 
Prov. 24,34- exhorting us, that we zncline our ear unto wiſedom, and apply our heart 
* 70 cer aing - that we cry after knowledge, and lift up our voice: for 
underſtanding; that we ſeek her as filver, and ſearch for her, as for hid 


; treaſures ; in following which courſe he doth aſſure us of good ſuc- 
Prov. 2: $- ceſs; for then (faith hey ſhalt thou underſtand | the fear of the Lord , and 
find the knowledge of God, which is the head or chief Dx wiſedom ; 


And Bleſſed (faith he apain, in the perſon and place of wiſedom it ſelf) 
| | & the 


dj hat 0 tain fa Pro, 8, 34-4 
the Lord ; It 1s the way, he ſyppol . wiſedom , 0 
uouſly, to wait diligently up of attaining tvs 7 - 
ible the acquiſt ol her AT , the hotly apain by Mod, % 
cqu t ve them that —_ me, and thoſe that ſerhbme vroy, 8. 19, 2 
wi me; and She (faith his imitatoxr)) # eaſily ſeen of x10 ns 3 
and found of ſach as fetk ber; whoſo ſeeketh her early, ſhall Say. 6. 12, 
w wy tPavel, for he ſha find her fitting at bis doors...” , 1314 
Ik indeed is the onely way; idlenef is not capable of fo rich and no- 
ble a purchaſe; a ſlothſull perſon may.be,conceited (yea needs muſt be - +, . 
ſs) but he can never be wiſe: > if Sos (faith Solomon) 15 wiſer in hjs Prov. 2s, t6 . 
own conceit, than ſeven men that ca render a reaſon ; this conceit of wiſe- 
dom is a natural iſſue of his ignorance ; and 'tis indeed no ſmall part of 
his folly, that he doth not perceive it ; bein no lb ſtupid in reflexion 
oh his own mind, than.in conſidering_ other matters; Being always in 
a ſlumber, he will often fall into fuch pleaſant dreams; and no wonder 
that he Hy preſume 5 when Sotince of knowledge, who not liſting 
to take any pains in tlie ſearch or diſcuſſion of: things, - doth ſhatch the 
firſt 91g doth embrace every ſuggeſtion of his fancy, every con- 
ceit gratifying his humour, for truth. . | 

What p ba. uld I ſpeak of learning, or the knowledge of various things: 4 
tranſcending vulgar apprehenſion ? ' who knoweth not that we cannot 3 
otherwiſe reach any part of that than by aſſiduous ſtudy:and contempla- »* 
tion 2 who doth: not. find that all the power, in the Workd is not able to ” 
command, nor all the wealth of the /»des to purchaſe one notion 2 who 
can be ignorant, that no wit alone, or A of parts can ſuffice, 
without great induſtry to fraine any ſcience, to learn any one tongue, to 
know the hiſtory of nature, or of provides ? 1 t 
is certainly by Horace's method, 
' Malta rate, fecitque puter, be, oe 
by much exerciſe and erdurance of pains, that any. - Io 
_ one can arrive to the mark of being learned or $kilfull I | any ſort of 
knowledge. 

But farther yet, Yertue, the'nobleſt eddoxieni, and richeſt poſſeſ- 15 P. w 
ſion whereof man is capable ; the glory of our nature, the ban of! "y yp ” 
our. ſoul, the goodlieſt ornament, and the firmeſt ſupport of our life ; 5 enaipra 4 
that alſo is the: uit and b eſlin| of induſtry ; that of a things moſt iO uh I 
diſpeiiſably, doth need and 
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a ana equire it. It doth not grow in usby nature,. -Job. or Or. 361. 
nor befall us by foft ane ; for nature is ſo far from producing it, that it Keds us ;3 
yieldeth mighty obſtacles arid reſiſtences to. its birth. there. being | in the yy | YA 
belt diſpoſitions 1 mich averſeneſs from good, -ind great pronenels to evil; 5 ou 0-0 5 YZ 
' Fortune doth not further its acquiſts, but caſteth in rubs ind hinderanbes x». Syn. 

thereto, eve cohdition preſenting its ts allurements, of its affrightrtents ONS 3 
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Of Induftry in general. 0 


| | no, to walk, to run in his ways; Grace dot 
Ram. 8, 26. to doe nothing ; no, but to ſtir, and aCt-vi 


CG. doth help our infirmities ; but how could it hc 


Heb. 12-4: what doth it augernAzpuogre, OF c0- 


AB. 10. 35. ivork righteouſneſs, to perform duty with earneſt intention of mind, . 
*Euciorm ork ful Ah dren 3 laborious attivity? God (faith S.C ec). ha 
Outs, ty, Urs ip" iv dgiine 78 wr Ih, . parted wertue with us, and neither hath left af to 

Tra ui tis Ynvoas Imaugautde, — he in-us, leſt we ſhould be elated to 
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| Indeed the very nature and eſſence of vertue doth conſiſt in the maſt 
difficult and painfull efforts of foul ; in the ri rooted prejudices. 

and notions Sen our underſtanding ; in bending a ſtift will, and re&i- 
fying crooked inclinations ; in overruling a rebellious temper ; 1n cur- 

bing eager and importunate appetites ; in taming wild paſſions; in with- 
ſtanding violent temptations; in ſurmounting many difficulties, and ſu- 
ſtaining many troubles ; in ſtrugling with various unruly luſts within, 

and encountring many ſtout enemies abroad, which aſſault our reaſon, 

and war againſt our ſoul : In ſuch exerciſes its very being lieth ; its birth, 

its growth, its ſubſiſtence dependeth on them ; 1o tha trom any diſcon- 
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18 Heb. 10. 36. 
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to hold it faſt, to keep it fure, firm and unſhaken + yes; 5 6.1 P -cr x gk 
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: Temperance allo ſurely demandeth no {mall pains; : Wider i bots wha Gprion o' 
It being no flight buſineſs to check our greedy ap- nea# » emaecygiiy my y. drgerrn, 
petites, to ſhunthe enticements of pleafure, to efcape Ko.2 atice yon 
the ſnares of company and example, to ſapport the 


ill-will and reproaches of thoſe zelots and bigots for vice ; who cannot 
tolerate any non-conformity to their extravagancies ; but (as St. Peter 1Per. 4 4 
doth expreſs it ) think it ſtrange, if others do not run with them to the 
Same exceſs of riot, ſpeaking ill of them I” ” ——- 

What ſhould I ſpeak of meekneſs, of patience, of humility, 'of conten- 
redneſs? is it not manifeſt, how laborious thoſe vertues are, and what 
pains are neceſſary in the obtaining, in the exerciſe of them ? what 
pains, I ſay, they require, in the voidance of fond conceits, in the ſup- 
preffion of froward humours, in the quelling fierce paſſions, in the brook- 
ws grievous crofles and adverlities, in the bearing heinous injuries and 
aftronts ? 

Thus doth all vertue require much induſtry, and it therefore neceſſa- 
rily muſt it ſelf be a great vertue, which is the mother, the nurſe, the 
guardian of all vertues ; yea which indeed 1s an ingredient and conſtitu- 
tive, part of every vertue ; for if vertue were eaſily obtainable or prac- 
ticable without a good meaſure of pains, how could it be vertue? what 
excellency could it have, what praiſe could it claim, what reward could 
it expe 2 , God hath indeed made the beſt things not eaſily obtainable, 
| hath ſet them high out of our reach, to exerciſe our induſtry: in getting 
them, that we might raiſe up our ſelves to them, that being obtained 
they may the more deſerve our eſteem, and his reward. | 

Laſtly, The Sovereign good, the laſt ſcope of our ations, the top 
and ſum of our deſires, Happineſs it ſelf, or eternal life in perfett reſt, 
joy and glory ; although it be the ſupreme gift of God, and ſpecial _ 
boon of divine grace (7 d: yaewmue Ts Ow, But, faith St. Paul, the Rom. s. 23, 
gift of God's grace is eternal life?) Yet it alſo by God himſelf is declared EP * 5: 
to be the reſult and reward of induſtry; for we are commanded: 7p work Phil. 2. 12. 
out our ſalvation with fear and trembling ; and to give diligence in ma-****'® 


” 


king our calling and elettion ſare, by vertuous praftice ; and God ( faith Rom. 2.6, 7, 
St. Paul) will render to every man according to his works, to them who by kg ay 
patient continuance in well doing ſeek glory, and honour, and immortality, 
eternal life ; and, in the cloſe of God's Book it is proclaimed, as a Re 
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Heb. 12. 22. It is 


- & to obtain the prize; 
\ watcheth 1s. to 


,. of dep upon it 3 
ut it; thus all the 


—_—_ which 1 air wh, 08 to. our uſe; . 5; ior of ho are 4000 
ſupports and fuccours of it ; and the very gift of glory is its frui 
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recompence. . 


There are farther ſeveral other material conſiderations, and w 
motives to the practice of this duty ; which meditation hath | 
to me; but theſe, in regard to your patience, muſt ſuffice at 
the other (together with an application, proper to our conditionand calls 


ling) being reſerved to another occaſion. 
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Induſtry in general, 
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Whatever thy hand findeth to doe, doe it with all thy might. © 


Io 
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Nduftry, which the divirie Preacher in this Text tecomnendeth to 
K us, is a vertue of a very diffuſive nature and influence; ſtretching it 
ſelf through all our affairs, and twiſting it ſelf with every concern we 
have; ſo that no buſineſs can be well managed, no deſign accompliſhed; 
no good obtained without it: it therefore behoveth us to conceive a high 
opinion of it, and to inure our ſouls to the practice of it, upon all occa- 
ſions : in furtherance of which purpoſes I formerly, not long ſince; 
_ did propouind ſeveral motives and inducements; And now proceeding 
on ſhall repreſent divers other conſiderations ſerviceable to the ſame 
end. | oO. a, 
, I. We may conſider, that induſtry is produQtive of eaſe it ſelf, and 
preventive of trouble : It was no leſs ſolidly, than acutely and ſmartly 
- adviſed by the Philoſopher Crates, whether (faid {; ,.... : TT 
he) labour be to be choſen, labour ; or whether it be Na way, Bd none m_—_ 2 6 in 
to be eſchewed, labour, that thou mayſt not labour ; wmyav # od'ys) -2ir@;; 7d 5 our 
for by not labouring, labour is not eſcaped, but is ra- Noxerus Crates, Ep. 4 ; 
ther purſued ; and St. Chry/oſtome doth upon the | «414.2516 NaoSrhper fuk Code, x 
ſame conſideration urge induſtry, becauſe Sloth maus mapizyw + mivor. Chryl, in Job. 
( faith he) i wont 70 ſpoil w, and to yield us much PO oa 
pain; No man can cozen nature, eſcaping the labour to. which he was 
born ; but rather attempting it will del og pumſelt, then finding'moſt; 
when he ſhunneth all labour: 7s O00 | 
| Sloth indeed doth affect eaſe and quiet ; but by affeRing them doth 
loſe them; It hateth labour and trouble, but by hating them, doth in- 
cur them ; It is a ſelf-deſtroying vice, not ſuffering thoſe, who cheriſh 
it, to be idle, but creating, much work, and multiplying pains unto 
them ; engaging them into divers neceſlities and ſtraits ; which they 
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d they difable a man from re- 
s plunged. - 


2. Induſtry doth beget eaſe by procuring good habits, and facility of 
ating things expedient for us to doe. By taking pains to day we ſhall 
need leſs pains the morrow ; and by continuing the exerciſe, within a 
while we ſhall need no pains at all, but perform the moſt difficult tasks 
of duty, or of benefit to us with perfect eaſe, yea commonly with great 
pleaſure. What ſluggiſh people accompt hard and irkſome (as to rife 
early, to hold cloſe to ſtudy, or bufineſs, to bear fome hardſhip) will 
be-natural and fweet ; as proceeding from another nature, raifed in us 
by ule. | ET | . 

"tiduftry doth breed aſſurance and courage, needfull for the underta- 
king-and proſecution of all neceſſary buſineſs, or for the performance of 
all duties incumbent on us. E 

No man can quite decline buſineſs, or difengage himſelf from duty, 


without infinite damage and miſchief accruing to himſelf; but theſe an 


induſtrious man ( contiding 1n this efficacious quality) will ſet upor 
with alacrity, and difpatch with facility ; his diligence voiding obſta- 
cles, and ſmoothing the. way to him ; whenas idleneſs finding ſome dif- 
ficulties, and fanſying more, ſoon diſheartneth, and cauſeth a man to 
defiſt from aQion, rather chuſfing to crouch-under the burthen, than by 
endeavour to carry it through to diſcharge himſelf thereof : whence as 
to art induſtrious man things ſeeming difficult will prove eafte, fo to a 
flothfull perſon the eaſieſt things will appear impoſſible ; according to 

Solomon's obſervation, The way ( faith he) of * a 


Prov. 15, 19- flothfull man i an hedge of thorns, but the way of the 
'Ofel. drop ya. ipuciiu, d 3 i upright iu made plain ; whereas a {lothfull man, be- 


drd evies ThTCaaulaus ing aptgo neglect his obligations, is oppoſed to an 


Prov. 22+ 


* 55 


13. 26. 13. 


| Il -:pecics 


upright man, who hath a cMicionable regard to them, and is willing to 
take pains in the diſcharge of them; fo it is declared, that to the one the 
way 1s rough and thorny, to the other beaten and expedite. Bb 

And again, The ſlothfull man (faith he) doth ſay, 
2 abyee Gxmnehe, Nor there is a Lion without, I ſhall be ſlain in the ſtreets ; 


63 LT 4 0 : Cordbra;» þ | 1 Rs {FEE 
* 7 We, GL RET: : he: is very apt to-conceit, or to pretend imaginary 


difticulties 
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3- We may conſider, that induſtry will ſweeten all our enjoyments, 

and ſeaſon them with a gratetull reliſh ; for as no man can well enjo 
himſelf, 'or find found content in any thing, while buſineſs or duty lie 
unfiniſhed on his hand ; ſo when he hath done his beſt toward the'dif- 
patch of his work, he will then comfortably take his eaſe, and enjoy his 
pleaſure ; then his food doth taſte ſavourily, then his divertiſements and 
recreations have a lively guſtfulneſs, rhen his ſleep is very ſound and 
pleaſant ; according to that of the Preacher, The fleep of a labouring man Eels $. 12. 
vs ſweet. Es | | 8 4A te 
X = Eſpecially thoſe accommodations prove moſt delightfull, which | 
our induſtry hath procured to us; we looking on them with a ſpecial cui ſi condi- 
tenderneſs of afte&ion, as on the children of our endeavour ; we being * _ h ; 
ſenſible at what coſts of care and pain we did purchaſe them. If a man pme? 
getteth wealth by fraud or violence, if he rifeth to preferment by flat- Hor: &p 7-14 
tery, detraQtion, or any bad arts, he can never taſte any good favour, 
or find ſound comfort in them; And from what cometh merely by 
chance, as there is no commendation due, ſo much fatisfaQtion will not 
ariſe ; *'Tis the Wiſe-mar's obſervation, The flothfull man roſteth not that 
which he took in hunting, and therefore it cannot be very gratefull to 
him ; but (addeth he ) the ſubſtance of a diligent man is pretious ; that Prov. 13. 27: 
is, what a man compaſleth by honeſt induſtry, that he is apt highly to 
prize; he truumpheth 1n it, and (1n St. Pau/'s ſenſe innocently) boafteth 1 cor. 5. 15. 
of it ; he feeleth a ſolid pleaſure, and a pure complacency therein ; the 
manner of getting it doth more pleaſe him, than the thing it ſelf; 'as 
true Hunters do love the ſport more than the quarry , and generous 
Warriours more _ a wH victory, _—_ bo the ſpoil ; for our ſoul 

as St. Chry/oſtome diſcourſeth') # more affected with _,,, . "I 
oe: hin for which it hath laboared.; 'for which Fc opal are Lig Fg x % 
reaſon (addeth he) God hath mixt labours with ver- #1 m075 noe wer maurle Bark 

zue it ſelf, that he might endear it to us. Yea farther, od dot lo J je ants 36« 

_ 5. The very exerciſe of induſtry immediately in it ſelf is delightfull, 
and hath an innate fatisfa&tion, which tempereth all annoyances, and 
even ingratiateth thg pains going with it. 7 
. The very ſettlemENt of our mind on fit objects, or its acquieſcence in - 
determinate ation, conducing to a good end, whereby we are freed of 
doubt, diſtraQion, and faſtidious liſtleſneſs, doth miniſter content. 

_ The reflexion upon our having embraced a wiſe choice, our procee- 
ding in a fair way, our being in chace of a good purpoſe, doth breed 
complacence. / DIO Se | NOLT GET. 

To conſider that we are ſpending our time accomptably, and impro- 
ving our talents to good advantage” ( to the ſervice of God, the benefit 
of our neighbour, the bettering of our own ſtate)is 'very chearing 
and comfortable. | 
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Vol. HI. 
And whereas In a/ labour ( as the Wiſe-man telleth us) there # profit, 
the foreſight of that profit affordeth pleaſure, the forctaſting the good 
fruits of our _—_— is very delicious. | | 
Hope indeed doth ever wait on induſtry ; and what is more delight- 
full than hope ? this is the incentive, the ſupport, the condiment of 
all honeſt labour ; in virtue whereof the Husbandman toileth, the Mer- 
chant trudgeth, the Scholar ploddeth, the Souldier 
L654 operis difficaltate 1#rus ſpem ſe- Gareth With alacrity and courage, not reſenting any 
getis de labore metitur. Apud Aug. Ep. 142. RR _ r ; 1 | ww _—_ LN —_ 
F _ 's, their undertakings : this the holy Apoſles tell us 
RR TL. did enable heath Joy to ſuſtain all their painfull 
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Prov. 14- 23- 


| Cor. 9. TO 


a ed cap work, and hazardous warfare ; injoining us alſo as 
x Pet. 1.3. . Tit. 24 13. ) WOO er ee 4d 
to work with fear ; 1o to rejoice in hope. 


In fine, induſtry doth free us from great diſpleaſure, by redeeming us 

from the moleſtations of wi eos where is " moſt == vat irkfome 

LED _ .. thing in the World ; racking our foul with anxious 

on onions corp Bre. ne kilos , and perplexing diſtraQtion ; ſtarving: it 
Cm is 0 OT Hee udem for want of fatisfattory entertainment, or cauſing it 
ele, Or. AO NES oo ſeed bn its own heart by doletull conſiderations; 
 infeſting it with crowds of frivolous, melancholick, troubleſome, ſtin- 

ging thoughts ; galling it with a ſenſe of our ſquandring away pretious 

time, of our ſlipping fair opportunities, of our not uſing the abilities and 
advantages granted us, to any profit or fruit : whence St. Chry/o/tome 

. ? Ts 3 _ = very o/ ANG op rg: more unplea- 

. Neu 71 enchHegy vor ar arvpans (iu more painful}, more miſerable, than a man that 
Ye vis, mi A Ie fer hath wikis to doe; Is not this ( faith he) worſe 
Neu, X56 ng 4a than va thouſand Go to now = ful dence, aud be 
rc For i af dr az. continually gaping, looking on thoſe, who are preſent > 
TT : Indeed ; Eſt imydonmens is far —_— 
rable, than being under reſtraint by a lazy humour from profitable em- 
ployment ; this enchaineth a man, hand and foot, . with more than iron 

Otium eſt vivi tetters ; this is beyond any impriſonment, it 1s the very entombment of 
hominis ſepul- a man, quite in effect ſequeſtring him from the World, or debarring him 
— from any valuable concerns therein. And if liberty be &Z2az aumrex- 
yes, a power of doing what one liketh beſt, then is he, who by his ſloth 
is diſabled from doing afy thing, wherein he can find any reaſonable fa- 
tisfaRtion, the verieſt ſlave that .can be ; from which MNavery induſtry 
freeing us, and diſpoſing us to perform chearfully whatever is conve- 

nient, thereby doeth us a great pleaſure. Farther, 

_. 6. Let us conſider, that induſtry doth afford a laſting comfort, depo- 
ſited in the memory and conſcience of him, _ it. It will 
ever upon his reviewing the paſlages of his life, be ſweet to him to be- 
hold in them teſtimonies and monuments of his diligence; it will pleaſe 
him to conſider, that he hath lived to purpoſe, having done ſomewhat 
conſiderable ; that he hath. made an advantageous uſe of his time; that 
he hath well husbanded the talents commuted to him ; that he hath ac- 
compliſhed (in ſome meaſure) the intents of God's bounty, and made 
ſome-return for his-excellent/gifts. What comfort indeed can any man 
ave, | yea how fore remorſe muſt he feel in refle&ing upon a life ſpent in 
unſmucfull and unprofitable idleneſs2 How can he otherwiſe than bewail 
Dia fuit, non His folly and baſeneſs in having lived (or rather baving onely been) in 
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«u vii. yain; as the ſhadow and appearance of a man; in having laviſhed his 
: days, 
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corey by its own og through difficulties and obſtacles. 


own his hread, as St. Pau! 
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- rather chuſe to ſupport -himſelf 


3%; of Solomon s good 
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Se] that he Math no-wiſe F Sly iredrt > World; and pr his nei 
bour, or: obliged his friends, or renc obs -phcerd om 2 ths cs 
ty, or community of whicti he is a member” amends/tor all the ſafety 
and. quiet, the ſupport, the convenience, ard the pleaſure he hath en- 
joyed under its proteCtion, and-in/ its boſome? that he hath not born a 
competent ſhare in the:-common burthens, or paid a due contribution of 
his care and labour to the publick welfare? how can ſach a man look in- 
ward upon himfſelt with a f vourable eye, or FE himſelf for ſo loath- 
ſome detaults? _ 

7. Let us confider, that induſtry doth argue a generous and ingenu: 


_ . ous complexion of ſoul. 


-It implieth a mind not ENEST with mean and vulgar things (ſuch as 


| nature dealeth to all; or fortune Fattereth about): bur ofpirtds to things 


of :high worth, and p in a brave way, with adventurous 


It {tgnifieth. i ina man a heart; !noten; 7 to owe the ſuſtenance-or 


7 convenience of his life to- ire labour or the liberality of others; to pilter 


a livelyhood from the. World; to reap the benefit of. other gas care ' 


full compe wards 


obligations by conſic iderable 
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thered by others labotir ; 
lick. - granary £ Of, like. T's j 
way or other earn'his ſubſl 
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ce; for 6 i that doth not earn, can hardly. 

aul implieth, when he faith; Them that are fach 2 Theſl 3.75, 

we command and exbort our: Lor d Jeſu Chr if, 2 1Þue with quierneſs they 2 Toy —_— 

work,” and cab. their own bread... DT 66 

. .Of this gen nujty we have ; ole © ante, in that preat. 

repreſent as a pattern to us, profeſ- 1 Cor. 5. rg; 


fing-much-complacence the : ein; He with all right and reaſon might have 


challenged « comfortable ſiibſiſtence from his Diſciples, in recompence 2 Thed. z.g. 


on them, and of the exceſ- * £7. 9: 11: 


for. the incomparable benefits he. did confe x Thefl. 2. 6: 


ſive-pains he did endure eerory good; : this he knew well, but yet did 
lf by :his | own labour, than any-wiſe to . 
ſeem-burthenſome or troubleſome ro them; Theſe hands (ſaid he) have a8. 50. 34, 


miniſtred. to my neceſſities, ant to them that. are with me; I have. ſhewed 35. nt, 3+ : 


you all things, that ſo labourint, e onght. to | 5 xv the weuk, and to re--, ſe 2. 8: 
: 


member the words of our Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is more Lleſſed to give 3 Cor. 4; 12: 


2 Cor. Ii. 9. 


than to receive. This was the praffice of him, who wis in labours mof re 2x 


abundant ; and ſuch is the genius of every man, who upon principles of 
conſcience, reaſon. and honour, is induſtrious. Of him it may be ſaid, _ 
houſewife, She ſeeketh wool and: flax, and worketh Prov. 31. 1%; 
; with her hands ; ſhe us like the merchants ſhip, the rin *, her. "+ #7: 

e bread 


E zdleneſs. 

_-:Sloth. is a baſe quality, the argument of a mind wxadchally degene- 

tate and mean; which is content to TE in a deſpicable Naw ; {cory 
F - _ _aimet 


= 


£2 


1 prong a bar to all kints of 
of our heart, keeping off the peca- 
rattice.. When a, man is engaged 
and ſerjouſly intent thereon, his:mind is prepoſs | 
nd filled, fo that there is no room or vacancy for ill t] 
baſe deſigns to-creep in; his ſenſes do not lie open to enſaaring objedts ; 
he wants leifare, and opportunity of granting audience to the. ſolicita- 
tions of ſinfull pleaſure ; and is ap ALE Fo 
Serhiper te diabolis inveniat occnpatum. with »A 708 Vacat; the Divel can har dly find 

Berth, Jorm: Dinh. 6-4 7 tage of tempting him, at leaſt many Divels —_ 
; ' get acceſs to him; according to that obſeryation in 
= Operans monachwe uno Kanon, pier, Caſfian, A working Monk is afſautted by one Divel, 
' tr. al, fe ip ibus devaſta* 4,14 an_iolle one-1s en by numberieſs bad Spirits, 
. Theoonuiny menordir ly 5 icetothat of /EgyBhu 

Ovid. de 


Kemed. rather than bs —_—_ 
to employ his thoughts, wanton def} 
heart, and tranſported rted him to tha id 
matter to ſp many 

£ MII. 2 > REY. | 
ration ſeiſed'on him, Wi 
meanour, which did © 
pe in his life, and leave { 
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Idleneſs is indeed te nuriery, 0 
therein as weeds in a neglected fiel 
'\ Ecclus 33-27. /dleweſs teacheth much evil. It is the gene 
© - | tera) yeth to catch-our foul; for them fil 
'B is ready to ſtep in with his ſuggeſtions, 1 
1 ments, fleſhly deſires riſe up; 
i in; ill company doth entice, il 
F doth obje& and impreſs it ſelf with x 
| ſuch a caſe being apt to cloſe.and co 
vert their mind, 


E MER TT a non 
\Intendes animuin findiis, ts 

Invidid wel amere vigil torquebere 
Hor. Ep. 1. 2. 


| moſt prevail; and idleneſs therefore was by the 
Fes 


| Fncka6g9. of Fan goons, Sodom, 


ing not at al, hit ave bo 
if the ; did' not work Uh 


belonging to them, intru 
_ for there is a nal 


pleaſe h himſelf and gra- 
41 ns ; : to avoid the 
not having the 

| dle with 


any ftate 
risfaction of others, or ke our own ac 


nauury requifte ior KEePt \ Finkagrng our 
apes ; ( the ſervice of 1 in beneficen 
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Virrea Ys. prove our ſells yy ſhun obloquy-- Nothing i is more brittle. than Fay 
Hor. nour, every little thing hitring on it, is able to break it, atid/therefore 


Eccl. 1% 1+ without exceeding care we cannorpreſerveit ; Nothing is more variable 
| or fickle than the opinions of -men (wherein honour conliſteth) it is 

: therefore no eaſie matter to'fix, or detain them in the ſame place. 
- Honour cannot Jive without food, or fewel; it muſt be nouriſhed by 
| worthy actions ;* without a continual ſupply of. them, it will decay, 
languidhF$- and pine away. : Induſtry therefgre is required to keep it ; 
and no leſs. is necefſary to uſe it well, in a due ſubordination to God's 
honour, and reference to his ſervice; that inſtead of an ornament and 
conyenience, it do not prove a banefull miſchief to us ; puffing up our 
minds with vain conceits and complacencies, inclining us to arrogance 
8nd contempt of-others, tempting us by. aſluming to our ſelves to rob 
God of his due glory ; to decline which evils great care is requiſite ; we 
muſt have a ſteady balaſt, and we its hold the rudder warily, when 

we carry ſo great fail. . 

On the other hand, are we poor, and low i in the World; or do we 
lie under. diſgrace ? then do we much need-induſtry to ſhun extremities 
of. want and zjgnominy ; that we be not ſwallowed u OÞs and overwhelmed 
by need or contempt; to ſuppgrt.us under our preſſures, to keep p up our 
ſpirits from deje&tion and diſconſolateneſs; to preſerve us opt impious 
diſcontentedneſs and impatience 7 lnduftry'i 1s the onely remedy of that 

* condition, enabling us to-get out-of- it," retrieving a. competence of 
wealth or credit ;.or diſpoſing us to bear it handſomely, and with come 
fort; ſo as not to become forelorn or abjet wr ; | 

It is ſo needfull to every condition and it is ſo rn for, 

Is a man a Governour, or a bon ca wn ty 2: 
he, but a publick ſervant; doomed to co! lab 
wages of reſpect and por: to 0 FRO Rel 2a. 
needs, protecting their ſajety, pr ng the 
is he but.on a ſtage, -whereon he cannot well ac 
lant attendance to his clas nd conſtant act! ng 
the funRions thereof? 'He is Eg | in great obligation: eſlities 

3 | of uſing extreme diligence ; both in regard to himſelf, and others. £7 

; mer's Earamion of x of a'Prince is a good -ONE ;* 0xe who hath mach People, 

| and many cares penn to ah , 

| - » *Q Azdl 7 Eames 2&1 7002 les 

He muſt watchfully: BT i «a fil own ſteps, who is to guide otherg 
by his authority , and his example. All his a&tions require ſpecial 
condu&t, not onely his own credit and intereſt, but the common wel- 
fare depending thereon. He muſt heedfully adviſe what to doe, he 
muſt diligently execute what he reſolveth on. He hath the moſt tickliſh 
things that can be (the rights and, intereſts, the opinions and humours 
of men) to manage. | 'He hath his own affeftions to curb and guide, 
that they be not perverted by any ſiniſte#reſpets, not ſwayed by any 
unjuſt partiality, not corrupted by flattery'or fear. He will find, that 
to wield power innocently, to brandiſh the ſword of juſtice diſcreetly 
and 'worthily, for the maintenance of right, and encouragement of ver- 
rue, for the ſuppreſſic n of 1 Kurys. and correction. of vice is a matter. of 
no ſmall 5k ol, or flight car 

adore is indeed '= pak e perſons of high Fen = 

dignity, or fs great power a6 ve ; "Fi have ſpecial T—_— 

nit; 
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nities to employ it in weighty affairs to great advantage ;, whoſe under- 
takings bad * vaſt rs do need S oerable en. to move and 
guide them : The induſtry of a. Mechanick, or « Ruſtick, aQting in a 
low and narrow ſphere can effe&t no great matter, and therefore it 
ſelf need not to be great ; but the induſiry of a Prince, of a Nobleman, 
of a Gentleman may have a large and potent influence, fo as to render 
a Nation, a County, a Town happy, proſperous, glorious, flouriſhing 3 
in peace, in plenty, in vertue;it therefore for atchieving ſuch purpoſes 
need be, and ſhould be proportionably great ; a ſmall power not being I 
able to move a great weight, nor a weak cauſe to produce a mighty 
effect. Wherefore Cicero recommending *Pompey for a publick charge; 
doth reckon theſe to be the Imperatorie virtutes, qualities befitting a 
Prince or General, wherein he did excell, /abour in on oo 
bufineſs, valour in dangers, induſtry in alting, nim- Fra Fi —_ | Jortipus Nag bra, 
Bleneſs in performance, counſel in providing. _— And canfilinm in providends, $yt. Cic. pro le- 
Alexander the Great, refleCting on his friends dege- © 
nerating into ſloth and luxury, told them, that it Nr toad a | 
was a moſt laviſh thing to Inxuriate, and'a moſt royal mens g Fg TY Taos 
thing to labour. | | Z F Fro” 
And for thoſe who move in a lower -orb of ſubjection! or ſervice, I 
need not ſhew how needfull induſtry is for them : who knoweth not 
that to be a good ſubject, doth exaCt a carefull regard to the commands 
of ſuperiours, and a painfull diligence in obſerving them 2? that to make 
a good ſervant fidelity and diligence muft concur ; whereof the firſt doth 
ſuppoſe the laſt, it being a part of honeſty 'in a ſervant to be diligent ; 
* whence 98s romes x24 Gxme?, O thou wicked and ſlothfull ſervant, were Matt. 25. 25. 
in the Goſpel well coupled ; and the firſt epithet was grounded on the ſe- 
cond, he being rheretore wicked, becauſe he had been flothfull. _ | 
Neither can a man be a true friend, or a good neighbour, or any- 
wile a good relative, without induſtry diſpoſing lum to undergo pains, ; 
in performing pood offices, whenever need doth require, or occaſion 
invite. 
In fine; it is palpable, that there is no calling of any. ſort, from the 
ſceptre to the ſpade, the management whereof with any good ſucceſs, 
any credit, any fatisfation doth not demand much work of the head, 
or of the hand, or of both. | oo 
If wit or. wiſedom be the head, if honeſty be the heart, induſtry is 
the right hand of every vocation ; without which the ſhrewdeſt inſight, 
and the beſt.intention can execute nothing. OP 
A ſluggard is qualified for no office, no calling, no ſtation among 
men ; he is a mere no-body ; taking up room, peſtering and clogging 
the World. | FD 
11. It alſo may deſerve our conſideration, that it is induſtry, whereto 
the publick ſtate of rhe World, and of each Commonweal therein is in- 
debted for its being, in all conveniences and embelliſhments belonging to 
life, advanced above rude and ſordid barbariſm ; yea whereto mankind 
doth owe all that good learning, that morality, thoſe improvements of 
foul, which elevate us beyond brutes. 
\ To induſtrious ſtudy is to be aſcribed the invention and perfeCtion of 
all thoſe arts, whereby humane life is civilized, and” the World cultiva- : 
ted with numberlefs accommodations, ornaments and beauties. 


All 
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IH GE. Of Indufliry in general. Val Il. 
All the comely, the ſlately, the pleaſant, and uſefull works, which 
we do view with delight, or enjoy with comfort, induſtry did contrive 
them, induſtry did frame them.  \ gry 
Induſtry reared thoſe. magnificent Fabricks, and thoſe” commodious 
houſes ; it formed thoſe goodly Pictures and ſtatues; it raiſed thoſe con- 
venient Cauſeways, thoſe Bridges, thoſe Aquedutts ; it planted thoſe 
fine Gardens with various Flowers and Fruits; it cloathed thoſe pleaſant 
Fields with Corn and Graſs; it- built thoſe Ships, whereby we plow the 
Seas, reaping the Commodities of foreign Regions. It hath ſubjeed 
. all Creatures to our Command and ſervice, enabling us to ſubdue the fier- 
E ceſt, to catch the wildeſt, to'render the gentler ſort moſt trattable, and 
; uſefull to us. It taught us from the wool of the ſheep, from the hair 
of the goat, from the labours of the filk-worm to weave us cloaths, to 
keep us warm, to make us fine and gay. It helped us from the inmoſt 
bowels of the Earth to fetch divers needfyll tools and utenſils. 

It colle&ted mankind into Cities, and compacted them into orderly 
Societies, and deviſed wholeſome Laws, under ſhelter whereof we enjoy 

. ſafety and peace, wealth and plenty, mutual ſuccour and defence, ſweet 

converſation and beneficial commerce. - | bk 

73 a It by meditation did invent all thoſe ſciences , 

34 Ut varia uſt meattando extunderet artes whereby our minds are inriched and enabled, our 
T3 aullatim, C9. Cs ; | : ; 

7 _ __. Virg, Georg, ,, © manners are refined and poliſhed, our curioſity is fa- 

_tisfied, our life is benefited. 1 

-What is there, which we admire, or wherein we delight, that pleaſeth 
our mind, -or gratifieth our ſenſe, for the which we are not beholden 
to induſtry? | wi 

Doth any Countrey flouriſh in wealth, in grandeur, in proſperity 2 it 

* ' muſt be imputed:to induſtry , to the induſtry of its Governours ſetling 
order, to the induſtry of its People following profitable occupati- 

Cato apud ONS: fo did Cato, in that notable Orazzon of his in Sa//uft, tell the Romar 
Sall. in belb Senate, that it was not by the force of their Arms, but by the induſtry 
EO of their Anceſtors that Commonwealth did ariſe to ſuch a pitch of great- 
neſs. When floth creepeth in, then all things corrupt and decay; then 
[pore ſtate doth ſink into diſorder, penury, and a diſgracetull con- 

ition. 

12. Induſtry is commended to us by all forts of examples, deſervin 
our regard and imitation. All nature is a copy thereof, and the whole 
World a glaſs, wherein we may behold this duty repreſented to us. 

We may eaſily obſerve every creature about us inceſſantly working to- 
ward the end "i which it was deſigned, indefatigably exerciſing the 
powers, with which it is endewed ; diligently obſerving the Laws of its 
ercation. Even Beings void of reaſon, of ſenſe, of life it {elf do ſuggeſt 
unto us reſemblances of induſtry ; they being ſet in continual ation to- 
ward the effeting reaſonable purpoſes, conducing to the preſervation of 
their own beings; or'to the fartherance of common good. 

The Heavens do:roll about with unwearied motion; the Sun and Stars 
do.perpetually-dart their influences ; the Earth is ever Jabouring 1n the 
birth and nouriſhment of plants; the plants are drawing fap, and 


DOT. , 


ſprouting out fruits, and ſeeds (to feed us, and propagate themſelves; ) 
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: the rh - $are running, the ſeasaretoſſing, the winds are bluſtring to keep 
the elements {weer, in which we live. . 


Solomon 
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—  *.__ - Solomon ſendeth us ta the ant, and bi 
(which provideth her id th her fo | 
harveſt) many ſuch inſtruours we miy fiod in nature; the like indu- 
edigped to dyferny fiomeenbdem every living trevrure; we ny be | 
this running abodt, that ſwimining, another flying in purveyance of its 
a ns Oe. ena a a er Oh, 
If we look up higher to rational and intelligent natures, ſtill more no- 
ble and appoſite patterns do obje& themſelves to us. . 
2 Here below every field, every ſhop, every ſtreet, the hall , the ex- 
change, the court it ſelf (all full of buſineſs, and fraught with the fruits 
of induſtry) do mind. us how neceſſary induſtry is to us. - . 
_ If we confult Hiſtory, we ſhall there find,-that the beſt men have 
been moſt induſtrious; thatall great perſons, renowned for heroical good- 
nels ( the worthy Patriarchs, the holy Prophets, the bleſſed Apoſtles) 
were for this moſt commendable, that neglecting their private eaſe, they 
did undertake difficult enterprizes, they did undergo painfull labours for — 
. the benefit of mankind ; they did paſs their days, like St.Pawl, 2» x5ra 2Cor.rr.27% 
"xa tuoy i, in labours, and toilſome pains for thoſe purpoſes. _ 
Our great example, the life of our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, what was it 
but one. continual exerciſe of labour ? his mind did ever ſtand bent in 
 carefull attention, ſtudying to doe good ; his body was ever nioving in ads ro. | 
weariſome travel to the fame divine intent. LT, 
| If we yet ſoar farther in our meditation to the ſuperiour regions, we 
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c.4 | ddeth us to confider ber ways Pros, 4 
meat in the ſimmer, and gathereth her food in che 


ſhall there find the bleſſed inhabitants of Heaven, the courtiers and mi- a 


niſters of God, very buſic and ative; They do vigilantly wait on God's = 5 3% 
Throne, in readineſs to receive and to diſpatch his commands; they are 7197 a 
ever on the wing, and fly about like lightning zo doe his pleaſure. They fiyoeray. 
are attentive to our needs, and ever ready to protedt, to aſliſt, to relieve 39. Orph. 
us; eſpecially they are diligent guardians and fuccourers of good men; pu. 74.5.” 
ofecious ſdirits, ſent forth to ay the heirs of ſalvation; 1o even the 91. 11. 
ſeat of perfe& reſt is no place of idRneſs " Hebo 1e 14- 
Yea God himſelf, although immoveably and infinitely happy, is yet 
immenſly carefull, and everlaſtingly buſie; He reſted once from that 
great work of creation, but yet my Father (faith. G, ,. .. .jom 4 4. 
our Lord) worketh ſtill; and he” never will reſt _. 
from his works of providence, and of grace, Pal. 121. g. 127. 1. Zech. 4 10. 
His eyes continue watchfull over the World, and 2? ©9165 p » 
his hands ſtretched out inupholding it. He hath a ;,o i ne onaipuens, gui fic cares #: 
ſingular regard to every creature, ſupplying the res, & /ic ones ranquam fingules, Aug. 
needs of each, and ſatisfying the deſtres of af, © 411 CO. 
And ſhall we alone be idle, while all things are ſo buſie? ſhall we keep Pal. 145. 15, 
our hands in our boſome, or ſtretch our ſelves on our beds of lazineſs, '* h 
while all the World about us is hard at work, in purſuing the deſigns of 1s 3. 
its creation ? ſhall we be wanting to our ſelves, while ſo many things P@l 34 15: 
labour for our benefit? ſhall not ſuch a cloud of examples ſtir us to ſome Jer. / 4 ) 
induſtry 2 not to comply with ſo univerſal a praftice, to croſs all the 
World, to diſagree with every creature; 1s it not very monſtrous and ex- 
travagant? ge _ 
 T ſhould cloſe all this diſcourſe with that, at which.in pitching on this 
ſubje& I chiefly did aim, an application exhortatory to our ſelves, ur- 
ing the pra&tice of this vertue by conſiderations peculiar to us as ſcho- 
— and derived from the nature of mw calling ; but the doing this; 
| g | requt- 


6-40 


IVES 


.. "5 
£:2H 


{2 
nn 


| 226  Induflry in general.  -—- Vol-IIl. 
F "WM le, than the time nov will allow, I hall reſerve 
F to a onely one conſideration more. | 

VF. d the root and ſource of all 
KL any man a begg: | 
— miſer bug for this one reaſon, becauſe he is ſlothfull; becauſe 
__ id himſelf of thoſe evils? What could we want, if +: 


we-would but take the pains to ſeek it, either by our induſtry, or by our 

a devotion? for where the firſt will not doe, the ſecond cannot fail, to pro- 

Jac. 1.5. Cure any good thing from him, who giveth to af men hberaly, and 

| hath promiſed to ſupply the defect of our ability by his free bounty ;-1o 

Ann; vie- that if we join theſe two induſtries (induſtrious ation, and induſtrious 

av" 16, Prayer) there is nothing in the world fo good, or fo great, of which, 
I1pozxagri- If we are capable, we may not aſſuredly become Maſters: And even for 

; Fo. 6. 18, 10duſiry it (el, eſpecially in the performance of all our duties toward 

7 Rom, 12. 12. God, let us induftriouſly pray ; Even fo, The God of peace ſandtify us 

| Col; 4..+ ., wholly; and make us perfett in every good work to doe his will, working in us 

' Heb.1 4g & that which is wel pleafing in his fight ; through our Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus 

Chriſt, to whom for ever be all glory and praiſe. Amen. | 
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General Calling, 
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Not ſlothfull in buſineſs. Wo 7 
El © Os Saliciudin 3 z 
Nduſtry is a very eminent vertue, being an ingredient (or the parent) ==" 3 


of all other vertues, of conſtant uſe upon all occaſions, and having 
uence upon all our affairs. - - | 
For it is our nature framed ; all our powers of ſoul and body being 7 
my for it,. tending to it, requiring it for. their preſervation and per- 
| ection. | 7, | 
We were deſigned for it in our firſt happy ſtate ; and upon our lapſe 
thence were farther doomed to it, as the ſole remedy of our needs and the 
inconveniences, to which we became expoſed. For 
Without it we cannot well ſuſtain or ſecure our 1 
| of any comfort or convenience ; we muſt work to earn our food, our 
| cloathing, our ſhelter; and to ſupply every indigency of accommodati- 
ons, which our nature doth crave. | : 
| To Gg 2 0 *« I 


the enjoyment 


228 Of Induſtry in ow generalCalling, as Chriſtians. VollII. 


To it God hath annexed the beſt, and moſt deſirable rewards; ſucceſs 
to our undertakings, wealth, honour, wiſedom, vertue, falvation ; all 
which as they flow-from God's bounty, and depend on I bleſſing; ſo+ 
from them they-are uſually conveyed to us through our induſtry, as the 


F 


8 ordinary chanel and inſtrument of attaining them. #0 
=. It is requiſite to us even for procuring eaſe, and preventing a necelii- 
1 ty of immoderate Jabour. 

Y It is in it ſelf ſweet and fatisfaftory ; as freeing our mind from di- 


ſtra&tion, and wrecking irreſolution; as feeding us with good hope, and 
yielding a foretaſte of its good fruits. 

It furniſheth us with courage to attempt, and reſolution to atchieve 
3 | things. needfull, worthy of us, and profitable to us. .  _ : 
39 [t 1s attended with a good conſcience, and chearfull reflexions, 'of ha- 
| ving well ſpent our time, and employed our talents to good advantage. 

It ſweetneth our enjoyments, and feaſoneth our attainments with a 
delightfull reliſh. Og 

It is the guard of innocence, and barreth out temptations to vice, to 
wantonneſs, to vain curioſity and pragmaticalneſs. 

It argueth an ingenuous and generous diſpoſition of ſoul ; aſpiring to 
worthy things, and: perſuing them in the faireſt way ; diſdaining to en- 
joy the common benefits, or the fruits of other mens labour without de- 
ſerving them from the World, and requiting it for them. | 

It is neceffary for every condition and ſtation, for every calling, for 
every relation ; no man without it being able to deport himſelf well in 
any ſtate, to manage any buſineſs, to diſcharge any ſort of duty. 

To it the World is indebted for all the culture, which advanceth it 
above rude and ſordid barbariſm ; for whatever in common life is ſtately, 
or comely, or-uſefull, induſtry hath contrived 1t, induſtry hath-compo- 
ſed'and framed it. | GO = | 

It is recommended to us by all ſort of patterns conſiderable ; for all 
nature is continually buſie and aCtive in tendency toward its proper de- 
ſigns; Heaven and Earth do work in uncefſant motion ; Every living 
Creature is employed in progging for its ſuſtenance ; The bleſſed Spirits - 
are always on the wing in dipatching the commands of God, and mi- 
niſtring ſuccour to us ; God himſelf is ever watchfull, and ever buſie in 
preſerving the World, and providing for the needs of every Creature. 

The lives of our Bleſſed Saviour, of all the Pazriarchs, the Prophets, 
the Apotles, the Saints in this reſpect have been more exemplary ; no 
vertue being more conſpicuous in their practice than induſtry in perfor- 
ming the hard duties, and painfull tasks impoſed on them tor the ſervice 
of God, and the benefit of mankind. 

Such is the vertue upon which I have formerly diſcourſed in general 

, and at large, but ſhall now more ſpecially conſider, according to Saint 
. Paul's preſcription, in reference to its moſt proper matter,  b#/ineſs, ex- 
plaining and preſſing it accordingly. | 

Be not /lothfull in bufineſs (that is in diſcharge of it) or to Zuſtneſ5 
( that is to undertake it) this is the rule ; the nature and needfulneſs 
whereof we ſhall declare. - | 

By oe) (buſineſs) we may underſtand any object of our care and 
endeavours which doth require them, and may deſerve them ; which by 
reaſon of its difficulty cannot well be accompliſhed or attained without 

_» them; and which is productive of ſome fruit or recompence anſwerable 


- 


. to 


He DIRE: OT IEV i CR OTT W Tor I  EI  e  e  USILIN 
EE I IS er ooo os 0 TI hs 
G's ODER I tn SEN © es IL I AC AST ICS: oy 
NL ARE SA AY 5 AO EY 
- . y : ! : REO 


REN 
DX IRS if i FR fo. TD 
y SR Eee ava IG doe 4; 
< ® . HS * 


Serm.XX. Of. Induſtry in our general Calling, as Chriſtians. 229 


to them; the which hath oper@ cauſam,.'a need of ſabour, ' and operg pre- 
tium, ſome effet worth our pains; if it be not ſuch it is not a due mat- 
ter of vertuous and laudable induſtry, ” —_ DE Ee : 
There are mgny things, about which men with great earneſtneſs.em- 
ploy themſelves, called buſineſs, but not deſerving that name; thereare 
divers ſpurious eng of meg which may not pretend to commen- 
dation, but rather do merit blame ; according to I EE 0 
that of St. Chryſoſtome, Labour which hath no perl OR hy Tom. 5. 
cannot -obtain any praiſe. nr 
' There is a zvoreN, a vain induſtry and a x 078%, a naughty 
induſtry, both agreeing with genuine vertuous induſtry in the at&t, as 
implying carefull and painfull aQtivity, but diſcording from it in obje& 
and defhgn ; and conſequently in worth, and moral eſteem. 
Aliud agere, to be impertinently buſie, doing that which conduceth 
to no good purpoſe, is in ſorne reſpe& worſe than to doe nothing, or to 
forbear all aCtion; for tis a poſitive abuſe of our fa- | ,, ; 
_ . Sony 5 Mo 9 vdhvi pinomum F xavoomredby 
culties, and trifling with God's gifts; 'tis a throW- ;,;2,,g0 5 mis ipyors byre mov. duug, ® 
ing away labour and care, things valuable in them- = + Z eis dyworan mvdiv & dlegdgar, 


” 


ſelves ; 'tis often a running out of the way, which 7.5 *s 74 9 muprehmr yy duon- 


- | : : : A@y. Plut. de commun. nit. þÞ. 1949+ . 
is worſe than ſtanding till; *tis a debaſing gur rea- 


ſon, and declining from our manhood, nothing be- , En:du{cv x, mytiy mudas ade i 


ing more fooliſh or childiſh, than to be ſolicitous M3" 9494) % May mughur: PR. 


and ſerious about tritles ; for who are more buſtle *1 3 wrt owed winliv pipe 
and ative than children, who are fuller of thoughts Fur. #14 | | 
= : . 4, | « de glor. Ath. þ. 621. 

and deſigns, or more eager in proſecution of them oj omditorns' #® mis yerorbue, © 
than they ? but all is about ridiculous toies, the ſha- o_ en Fay) rarainager Cite 
dows of buſinefs, ſuggeſted to them by apiſh cu- 7: 4 Mar = 49h. 
riofity, and imitation. Of ſuch induſtry we may underſtand that of 
the Preacher, The labour of the fooliſh wearyeth every one of them ; fox Eccles 10.15, 
that a man ſoon will be weary of that labour, which yieldeth no profit, 
or benefical return. | 

But there is another induſtry worſe than that, when men are very bu- 
ſie in deviſing and compaſiing miſchiefs ; an induſtry, whereof the De- 
vil attordeth a great inſtance; for the curſed Fiend is very diligent, ever Luk. 22. 31. 
watching for occaſions to ſupplant us, ever plotting methods and means 2 Cor. 2. 11. 
to doe harm, ever driving on his miſchievous deſigns with unwearied 
aCtivity ; going to and fro in the earth; running about as a roaring Lion look- Job t. 7. 
ing for prey, and ſeeking whom he may devour. TI00s $4 8s 


And his wicked brood are commonly like him, being workers of ini- 'eppim # 


quity, & rome painfuf men, 6 7ravseyu, men that will doe all things; page o 
who will ſpare no pains, nor leave any ſtone unturned, for ſatisfying pal. 6. 8. 
their luſts, and accompliſhing their bad deſigns. 
So indeed it is, that as no great good, ſo neither can any great miſ- 
chief be effected without much pains; Amd if we conſider either the 
chara&ers, or the praCtices of thoſe, who have been famous miſchief- catiline, 1a- 
doers, the peſts of mankind, and diſturbers of the World, we ſhall find 7 Ha 
them to have been no ſluggards.. | 
Theſe two forts of vain and bad induſtry the Prophet Tay ſeemeth 
to deſcribe in thoſe words, They hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave the ſp1- If. 55. 5. 
ders web; of which expreſſions one may denote miſchievous, the other 
trivolous diligence, in contrivance or execution of naughty or vain de- - 


ſigns; and to them both that of the Prophet ZZoſea may be — 
| | ey 
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Hoſ. 8. 9. They bave ſowed the wind, and they ſhall Feap the whirlwind ; guilt, re- 
Ecclus 34-2 mofſe and puniſhnient beitig the conſequences of both. And'of them 
Hol 16:43, both common experience doth afford very frequent and obvious in- 
{tzhees; 2 great part of humane life deing taken up with them. For, 
How a{liduoafly intent and eager may we obſerve men to be at ſports? 
how foofi will they fiſe to go forth to them? with what conftaney and 
patience will they toil in them! all the day how indefatigable are — 
In = aft runfting about #fter a dog or a hawk, to catch a poor beaſt, 
. or (illy bird? | | 
Euweipur1 38 Hoh long will mer fit poring on their games, diſpenſing with their food 
6, 000691 and fleep for it? | 
11, Uh- | | 


e315 orrut 6, d nomet, 4 ndovns ndovn meſegi. Lib. Orat. 31. : 


How long and ſerious attention will men yield to a wanton play, how 
rfany hotits will they contentedly fit thereat 2 What ſtudy will men em- 
ploy on jeſts, and impertinent wit? how earneſt will they be to fatisfy 

_ their vain curioſity? | , | 
Tz 335m ' How in ſuch caſes do men forget what they are doing, that ſport 
rene; Ihould be ſport, not work ; to divert and relax us, not to employ atid. 
: buſie us; to take off our minds a little, not wholly to take them up; not 
to exhauſt or tire our ſpitits, but to refreſh and chear them, that they 
may become more fit fot grave and ſerious occupations? 

Jer. 2.13 How painfull will others be in hewing them ont ciſterns, broken ciſterns, 
that will hold no water ; that is; in iminoderate purſuit of worldly deſigns? 
how ſtudiouſly will they plod, how reſtleGly will they trudge, what cark:- 
ing and drudgery will they endure 1n driving on projeds of ambition and 
 avarice? what will not they gladly doe or ſuffer to get a little preferment, 

or 2 little profit ; it was a common praQice of old, and ſure the World 

Plat: 35. 6. is not greatly mended ſince the Pſalmif? did thus refle&t, Surelyevery man 
walketh in a vain ſhew, ſarely they are diſquieted in vain, He beapeth up 
riches, and cannot tel who ſhall gather-them. 

How many vigilant, and ſtout purſuers are there of ſenſuality, and 

Ic. 4.11. riotous exceſs; ſuch as thoſe of whom the Prophet ſpeaketh, Woe unto 
them that riſe up early in the morning, that they may follow ſtrong drink , 
that continue until night, till wine inflame them 2 _ 

How buſie (O ſhame, O miſery; how fiercely buſte) are ſome in ac- 
compliſhing deſigns of malice and revenge? how intent are fome to over- 
reach, to circumvent, to ſupplant their neighbour ? how ſore pains will 
ſome take to ſeduce, corrupt, or conv _ af rm mY ſome 

'Eriefiweku tre 3 Sec 3nin De 10 ſowing. rifes, 18 raifing factions, in fomen- 
be, phy egy Fre Ge ting diſorders in the Worl# > how many” indu- 

Chryl. asdp. 16. ſirious ſlaves hath the Devil, who will ſpare no 
pains about any kind of work, which he putteth them to? how many 

Prov. 6. 8. hike thoſe of whom the Wiſe-man faith, their feet run to evil, and are 

716, ſwift in running to miſchief ; they fleep not except they have done mifſ- 
chief, and their fleep is taken away, unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall. 

_ Now with all theſe Labourers we may well expoſtulate in the words 

If. 55.22 of the Prophet ; Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which is uot bread, 
and your labour for that which ſatisfreth not ? ; ” 

Such labours are unworthy * of men , much leſs do they beſeem 
Chriſtians. 2 


It be« 


Sod & * HEAL Er VE AT ar Ir AS OS 
I TO Ct 2% Sis Ve wen OE NA in 35 MI, KF 


1 


e _ 1%, "4 : "5 ; IS 
; pe Lo * . 7 $ - P % * es: + $oke 4 Wop ow, 199+ wr ee forr Foo, <a ap. 
— FT TT) T 
in t] 
q s ; $ i * 
5 E . £ CY +4 bo » Tac I F : F 
s bY X Y k m; , : ..N £ * 6 þ4 ON x 3 ». d P 2 I 
JETT . Of ndufiry in Car general Canmy, as Ul 
= » Pp : : 7 F 4/3 3. Ba gb? 4 
? 2 Rn «6 W - , 4 %h-S'A hb rec; $5 va " ws ills ain dt tas FIR 
* Ss Y L a 1 8 _ 
_— y 


IC | , eatures to employ the excellent pifts 
oþ our nature, and noble facnikties of '6wr+high-bor 1 ſoul, the forces of 


our mind, the advantages of. our fortune, our pretious time, 'our: very 


1ſtiahs. 
- / It becometh us not as tional Creature 


care and labour vainly or inprofitably ufjon any thing baſe or-mean ; 


being that our reaſon is capable of atchieving great and worthy things, 
we much debaſe it by ſtooping to regard toys, we do extremely-abuſe - 


it by working miſchief. LOBR 21d, 
-. Much more dorh it misbecome us as Chriſtians' (that is x 


voted to ſo highs calling, who have ſo worthy employments aſſigned ro 
us, {o glorious hopes, to rich encouragements propoſed to usfor our Eph. x. 18. 


work ) to ſpend our thoughts and endeavours on things impertinent to 
oy great deſign, or mainly thwarting it nun 
The proper matter and object of our indyſtry (thoſe falſe ones being 
excluded) is true buſineſs; or that which is incuribent on a man to 
doe, either in way of dury, being required by God; or by diftate of 


reaſon, as conducing to ſome good purpoſe ; ſo that in efle& it will turn 


to accompt, and finally in advantageous return will pay him for his la- 


bour of mind or body ; that-which the Wiſe-man did intend; when he 7 
adviſed, Whatever thy hand findeth ts doe, doe it with all thy might ; kiccles 9. 10- 


whatever thy hand findeth, that is, whatever by divine appointment 
( by the command or providence of God) or which upon rational de- 
| liberation, doth occur as matter of our aftion ; comprizing every good 
purpoſe and reaſonable undertaking incident to us. — 

| But our buſineſs, according to the oy Apoſtle's intent, may be ſup- 
| poſed eſpecially tobe the work of our calling ; to which each man hath 

a peculiar obligation ; and which therefore is moſt properly his buſineſs, 
or # ons) emphatically, zhe Bufineſs allotted to him. . _ 

Now this buftneſs, our calling, is double ; Our general calling, which 
is. common to us all as Chriftns; and our particular calling, which 
peculiarly belongeth to: us, as placed in a certain ſtation, either in the 
Church or State. In both which vocations that we are much obliged 
and concerned to be induſtrious, ſhall be riow my buſineſs to. declare. 


I. As to out general calling (that /abiime, that 


weare engaged, that neceſſarily requireth, and rmoſt = | 
highly deferverh from us a great meafure of induſtry; the nature and 
dehign of it requireth, the fruit and reſult of it deſerveth our utmoſt di- 
ligence ; all floth' is inconſiſtent with diſcharging the duties; with en- 
joying the hopes, with obtaining the benefits thereof, For, 


| It 5a ſtateof continualwork, and isexpreſſed interms importing abun- —o 
dant, inceſſant, intenſe care and pain; for to be indeed Chriſtians, We Phi. 2. 12. 
muſs work out our ſalvation with fear and trembling; We muſt by patient Rom. 2. 7. 


continuance in well. doing ſ#ek for glory and honour, and immortality. We 


muſt walk worthy of the Lord to all wel-pleafing, being fruitful mn every Col. r. 10. 
good work; We mult be rich in good works, and filled with the fruits 0 CO AG 


' righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chrift to the praiſe and glory of God; 
Fe are God's workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unt | 
God hath Before ordained that we ſhould walk in them. | 
' We have a ſoul to fave, and are appointed cl; mize cmnoinow orrnelas, to 
make an acquiſt of ſalvation. : 7 
h VE 


} 


| 266 | . No. Ts *H Zyw Knorr PHIL 2. 14. 
heavenly, that holy vocation) in which by divine | x5z« anegn®@. Heh. 4. '# 


grace, according, to the rr care iſpenſation, Co w td AT 


ſt Feſus unto good works, which ( 


1 Thefl. 5. 9: 
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To it God hath annexed the beſt, and moſt deſirable rewards ; ſucceſs 
to our undertakings, wealth, honour, wiſedom, vertue, falvation ; all 
which as they flow-from God's bounty, .and depend on I& bleſſing ; fo * 
from them they-are uſually conveyed to us through our induſtry, as the 
ordinary chanel and inſtrument of attaming them. : Boe 
It is requiſite to us even for procuring eaſe, and preventing a necelli- 
ty of immoderate Jabour. wo | 
Tr is in it ſelf ſweet and fatisfaCtory ; as freeing our mind from di- 
ſtra&tion, and wrecking irreſolution; as feeding us with good hope, and 
yielding a foretaſte of its good fruits. 
It furniſheth us with courage to attempt, and reſolution to atchieve 
things. needfull, worthy of us, and profitable to us. . | 
It is attended with a good conſcience, and chearfull reflexions,''of ha- 
ving well ſpent our time, and employed our'talents to good advantage. 
It ſweetneth our enjoyments, and ſeaſoneth our attainments with a 
delightfull reliſh. . 
It is the guard of innocence, and barreth out temptations to vice, to 
wantonnelſs, to vain curioſity and pragmaticalneſs. 
It argueth an ingenuous and generous diſpoſition of ſoul ; aſpiring to 
worthy things, and: perſuing them in the faireſt way ; dildaining to en- 
Joy the common benefits, or the fruits of other mens labour without de- 
ſerving them from the World,-and requiting it for them. 
It is neceffary for every condition and ſtation, for every calling, for 
every relation ; no man without it being able to deport himſelf well in 
any ſtate, to manage any buſineſs, to diſcharge any fort of duty. 
To it the World is indebted for all the culture, which advanceth it 
above rude and fordid barbariſm ; for whatever in common lite is ſtately, 
or comely, or-uſefull, induſtry hath contrived it, induſtry hath compo- 
ſed and framed it. | , 
It is recommended to us by all fort of: patterns conſiderable ; for all 
nature is continually buſie and aCtive in tendency toward its proper de- 
ſigns; Heaven and Earth do work in unceſfant motion ; Every living 
Creature is employed in progging for its ſuſtenance ; The bleſſed Spirits | 
are always on the wing in diſpatching the commands of God, and mi- 
niſtring ſuccour to us ; God himſelf 1s ever watchtull, and ever buſie in 
preſerving the World, and providing for the needs of every Creature. 
The lives of our Bleſſed Saviour, of all the Patrzarchs, the Prophets, 
the Apoſtles, the Saints in this reſpect have been more exemplary ; no 
vertue being more conſpicuous in their practice than induſtry in perfor- 
ming the hard duties, and painfull tasks impoſed on them for the ſervice 
of God, and the benefit of mankind. | 
Such is the vertue upon which I have formerly diſcourſed in general 
, and at large, but ſhall now more ſpecially conſider, according to Saint 
. Paul's preſcription, in reference to its moſt proper matter, 4u/rneſs, ex- 
plaining and preſſing it accordingly. 
Be not /lothfull in buſineſs (that is in diſcharge of it ) or to bufneſs 
( that is to undertake it) this is the rule ; the nature and needfulneſs 
whereof we ſhall declare. 
By ond) (ufineſs) we may underſtand any object of our care and 
endeavours which doth require them, and may deſerve them ; which by 
reaſon of its difficulty cannot well be accompliſhed or attained without 
. them; and which is productive of ſome fruit or recompence anſwerable 
; to 
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to them; the which hath oper cauſam, 'a need of ſabour, and opere pre- 
tium, ſome effe&t worth our pains; if it be not ſuch it is not a due mat- 
ter of vertuous and laudable induſtry. = | 
There are mgny things, about which men with great earneſtneſs em- 
ploy themſelves, called buſineſs, but not deſerving that name; there are 
divers ſpurious kinds of induſtry, which may not pretend to commen-_ 
dation, but rather do merit blame ; according to + nyo wn, wit ir, iynopls 
that of St. C bryſoftome, Labour which hath no profit, T1470 emWiptru. Chryſoſt. Tom. 5. 
cannot obtain any praiſe. Os | 
' There is a zavoneN, a vain induſtry and a xgxooms3), a naughty 
induſtry, both agreeing with genuine vertuous induſtry in the a&, as 
implying carefull and painfull aftivity, but diſcording from it in obje& 
and deſign ; and conſequently in worth, and moral eſteem. 
Aliud agere, to be impertinently buſie, doing that which conduceth 
to no good purpoſe, is in ſome reſpe&t worſe than to doe nothing, or to 
forbear all aCtion; for tis a poſitive abuſe of our ta- - ,, : 

So : a AWo 93 vetvi pinomm F xavooredby 
culties, and trifling with God's gilts; 'tis a throw- 2,9 & mis ware ivr mv des, i 
ing away labour and care, things valuable in them- =» fR 6s ap myeiv 2, aNagdgos, 
ſelves; 'tis often a running out of the way, which Ty Dh Is Tag: 
is worſe than ſtanding ſtill; *tis a debaſing our rea- 
ſon, and declining from our manhood, nothing be- , =Tdife x mydiy muNas ade 1 


ing more fooliſh or childiſh, than to be ſolicitous 23 949%) v av muotun: _ 


and ſerious about trifles ; for who are more buſte *m 3 wr onal winiv hoe 
and active than children, who are fuller of thoughts Fur #7 
: . : » de glor. Ath. þ. 621. 

and deſigns, or more eager in proſecution of them oj omwditons © mis yerorbug, © 
than they ? but all is about ridiculous toes, the ſha- Ts AO tovy ) Ons 
dows of buſineſs, ſuggeſted ro them by apiſh cu- *%: 2 Mat m 2h. 
riofity, and imitation. Of ſuch induſtry we may underſtand that of 
the Preacher, The labour of the fooliſh wearyeth every one of them ; top Fceles 10.15. 
that a man ſoon will be weary of that labour, which yieldeth no profit, 
or beneticiat remrn, © | | 

But there is another induſtry worſe than that, when men are very bu- 
ſie in deviſing and compaſſing miſchiets ; an induſtry, whereof the De- 
vil aftordeth a great inſtance; for the curſed Fiend is very diligent, ever Luk. 22. 31. 
watching for occaſions to ſupplant us, ever plotting methods and means 2 Cor. 2. 11. 
to doe harm, ever driving on his miſchievous deſigns with unwearied 
attivity ; going to and fro in the earth; running about as a roaring Lion look- Job 1. 7. 
ing for prey, and ſeeking whom he may devour. Tn ge 6 


vo 


And his wicked brood are commonly like him, being workers of ini- gpm #5 


quity, &i moment painfuf/ men, 6 7avzgys, men that will doe all things; pug FE 
who will ſpare no pains, nor leave any ſtone unturned, for fatisfying pal. 6.8. 
their luſts, and accompliſhing their bad deſigns. 
So indeed it is, that as no great good, ſo neither can any great miſ- 
chief be effeted without much pains; Amd if we conſider either the 
charatters, or the practices of thoſe, who have been famous miſchief- Cariline, Ma- 
doers, the peſts of mankind, and diſturbers of the World, we ſhall find oh om 
them to have been no ſluggards.. ; 
Theſe two forts of vain and bad induſtry the Prophet Tay ſeemeth 
to deſcribe in thoſe words, They hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave the ſpi- IL. 55. 5. 
ders web; of which expreſſions one may denote miſchievous, the other 
trivolous diligence, in contrivance or execution of naughty or vain de- 
ſens; and to them þoth that of the Prophet ZZoſea may be ns 
#7 ey 
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2350 ' Of Indifiryin our general Calling, as Chriſtians. Vol. 
Ho: 8. 7. They batt ſoibed HhE wind, and they ſhall reap the whirlwind ; guilt, re- 
Ecclus 34-2. noſe 11d puniſhment beitg the conſequences of both. And-of them 

| COTA : both common experience doth afford very frequent and obvious i- 


. : 


{t4hees, a great part of humane life being taken up with them. For, 
How aſliduodfly intent and eager may we obſerve men to be at ſports? 
how fooft will they fiſe to go forth to them > with what conſtancy and 
patience will they toil in theft all the day? how indefarigable are they 
in fling wh runffing about after a dog or a hawk, to catch a poor beaſt, | 
- or filly bird? _ | | 
X upeips91 - 9 A long will men fit poring on their games, diſpenſing with their food 
6, 010919511 and fleep for it? 
ULTKS Nh | | | | 
E915 dmru x, dnoret, 1 ndolns ndonn elect. Lib. Orat. 3r. 
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How long and ſerious attention will men yield to a wanton play, how 
rftary hotirs will they contentedly fit thereat ? What ſtudy will men em- 
ploy on jeſts, and impertinent wit? how earneſt will they be to fatisfy 
their vain curioſity? : 

T& 3%*m How in ſuch caſes do men forget what they are doing, that ſport 

ry be ſhould be ſport, not work ; to divert and relax us, not to employ and 

? © buſieus; to take off our minds a little, not wholly to take them up; not 
to exhauſt or tire our ſpitits, but to refreſh and chear them, that they 
may become more fit for grave and ſerious occupations? 

Jer. 2.13 How painfull will others be im hewing them oat ciſterns, broken ciſterns, 
that will hold no water ; that is; in immoderate purſuit of worldly deſigns? 
how ſtudiouſly will they plod, how reſtlefly will they trudge, what cark- 
ing and drudgery will they endure in driving on projects of ambition and 
 avarice? what will not they gladly doe or ſutfer to get a little preferment, 
or 2 little profit ; it was a common praQice of old, and ſure the World 

Plat: 35. 6. is not greatly mended fince the P/almzft did thus refle&, Surelyevery man 
walketh in a vain ſhew, ſarely they are diſquieted in vain, He beapeth up 
riches, and cannot tel who ſhall gather-them. | 

How many vigilant, and ſtout purſuers are there of ſenſuality, and 

Ic, 5.11 riotous exceſs; ſuch as thoſe of whom the Prophet ſpeakerth, Woe unto 

them that riſe up early in the morning, that they may follow Rrong drink , 

By that continue untill night, till wine inflame them 2 . 

How buſie (O ſhame, O mifery; how fiercely bulte) are ſome in ac- 
compliſhing defigns.of malice and revenge? how intent are fome to over- 
reach, to circumvent, to ſupplant their nexghbour ? how ſore pains will 
ſome take to ſeduce, corrupt, or _ others? +/o* condg ma ſome 

'Fryotawku vie 3 Sand inn be in ſowing firifes, in railing faCtions, in fomen- 
bo 5 One, ah Woo Ns Oe. ting, diforders in the Worl#? how many” indu- 

Chryſ. asdp. 16. ſirious ſaves hath the Devil, who will ſpare no 
pains about any kind of work, which he putteth them to? how many 

Prov. 6. 8. hike thoſe of whom the Wiſe-man faith, their feet run to evil, and are 

Be TVs ſwift in running to miſchief ; they fleep not except they have done wife 
chief, and their fleep 1s taken away, unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall. 

_ Now with all theſe Labourers we may well expoſtulate in the words 

I. 55. 22 of the Prophet ; Wherefore do ye ſpend money for that which is uot bread, 
and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not ? HY | 

Such labours are unworthy of men , much leſs do they beſeem 
Chriſtians. __ 
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{ 231. 
ic ; brcomch! us not as perinal Creatures/to emplo) the excellent 'ifts 
aboir nature, and noble fachkties of '6wr{high-borh ſoul, the forces of 
our mind, the advantages of our fortune, -our- pretious tice; our” very 
care and Jabour vainly or ui iprofitabl ly upon any thing baſe or-rmean ; 
eing that our reaſon is tap ieving great and worthy hints. 
we much debaſe it by ſtooping to reard toys, we do extrerniely-abvke | 
it by. working miſchief. = | 
- Much more dorh it misbecome us as Chriſtians! (that is perfons/de- 
Sored to ſo high-# calling, who have ſo worthy employments aſſigned ro — 
us, ſo glorious hopes, 16 rich encouragements propoſed to us+for our Eph. 1.18. 


work ) to ſpend our thoughts and endeavours oft th "gs impertinent to 
__ deſign, or mainly thwarting it © 

he proper matter and object of our' indyſtry Ctlisſe falſe ones being 
excluded) is true buſineſs; or that which is incurtibent on a man to 
doe, either in way of duty, being required by God; or by diate of 
reaſon, as conducing to ſome good purpoſe ; ſo that in efet it will turn 
to accompt, and finally int adiithfageois return will pay him for his la- 
bour of mind or body ; that-which the Wiſe-man did intend, when he 
adviſed, Whatever phy band findeth to doe, doe it with al thy might ; Kecles 9. 10: 
whatever thy hand findeth, that is, w whatever .'& divine appointment 
( by the command or providence of God) or which upon rational de- 
liberation, doth occur as matter of our ation ; comprizing an good 
purpoſe and reaſonable undertaking incident to us: 
| But our buſineſs, according to the hol pot tk Apoſtle s intent, may be ſup- 
poſed eſpecially rotbe the work of our cal - to which each man lack 
a peculiar obligation ; and which therefore © is moſt properly his buſineſs, 
or f has emphatically, the Bufineſs allotted to him. | 

Now this buſineſs, our calling, is double ; Our general calling, which 

is. common to us all as Chiiftans; and bur particular calling, which 
peculiarly belongeth to: us, as placed j in a certain ſtation, either in the 
Church or State. In both which vocations that we are 'much obliged 
and ama to be induſtrious, ſhall be now my buſineſs to. declare. 


I. As to out encint callicis - (that Aabians. that Ol 
heavenly, that Bl. vocations in which by divine | Ll eg pa Feats, I. 
grace, according, to the Evangelical Diſpenfſation, hens 15a" $22 1d pt 
weare engaged, that neceſfirilyrequirerh, and rfioſt O08 BN n+ 1. 
highly deferverh from us a great meaſure of induſtry ; the nature and 
—_ of it requireth, the fruit and reſult of it deſerveth our utmoſt di- 
ligence ; all floth is inconſiſtent with diſcharging the duties; with &n- 
joying the hopes, with obtaining the benefits thereof. For, 
It 5a ſtate of continualwork, and isexpreſſed ir porting abun- 
dant, inceſant, intenſe care and pain; tc hriſtians, We Phil. 2. 12. 
muſt work out our ſalvation with fear and trembling; We muſt 4) Patient Rom, 2. 7. 
continuance in well doing ſeek for glory and _ and immortality. We 
muſt walk worthy of the Lord to aff well-pleafing, þ fraitful In every Col. 1. ko. 
good work; We muſt be rich in good works, _ fill with the fruits T1 3g 


| hreoufaeſs, which are by Teſs Chrift to the praiſe and glory of 
| z? e are God's workman-ſhip created in Chriſt Feſus unto good HA utich CJ oh. x5. 5, 


God hath Before ordained that we fbould 1 alk in them. © Nag 2 
" We have a ſoul to fave, and are appointed &; me cmohow oxvrTnels, 0 Epi 5 10. 
make an acquiſt of ſalvation ll 5+ 9 
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1 with Angels. 
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Fob. 2. 19. that as:he was Our. | | 


8 
" 


who did make us, who dot! 
at whoſe diſpoſal we.ſubſiſt; whence \ 
! Wl - * ; 5 Ls 


carefully ſtudy.to know his pleaſure ; we muſt endea- 
Rom. 12: 2- vour exactly toperform his will, and obey hiscommands; we mult ſtrive 
Luke 11. 25. 1 advance his glory, to promote his intereſt, to improve all talents and 
Matt. 25. 27. adVantages committed tous for. thoſe pu poſes ; we muſt. (as St. Paul 


Eph. go TOs d 


e 


x Cor. 15.58. expreſſeth it) always abound in the work of the Lord. 
col. 3. 2g _ We muſt alſo look upon our ſelves as ſervants of Chriſt our Redeemer, 


1M  Eph-6.7. whoby-his bloud hath purchaſed us to himſelf, that we might be zea/ous 


CP of good works; performing a ſervice to bim, which conſiſterh in a faith- 
Tir. 2- 14-' full diſcharge of manifold duties ;-and in purſuance of all vertue ; with 
+» moſt intent application of mind, with expedite promptitude, with ac- 
2 Pk. i. 6” Whittle. maperen>) IE circumſpection ; Eh all diligexce (as Saint 
riywons. © Peter ſpeaketh) in adding one vertue to another ; 
Tit. 3. 1. IS being ready. (as St. Paul ſaith) to every good work ; 
Bakmwre 73s dugaggs— Eph. 5. 15. and ſeeing that we walk circumſpetily, or behave our 
: - ſelves exactly according to the rules of duty in all 
| ; our conv ny 10N. FEID 7 6g, 00.7 P 
Col. 4. 2- Eph. 6. 18. Rom. 12.12. This ſervice requireth of us afliduous attendance 
1 Theſe 5-17. pare a6:0 on worksof piety and devotion; that we.do inteſs * 
Col. 3. 17» ſantly watch to Prayers, that we always rue thanks, | 
E Heb. 13. 156 | that s continually do offer up the fecrifee of praife 
to God. . ? - 
1 Thelf, 1. 3- KinG dz4m; - It demandeth from us a continual latour of cha- 
o © wt Ye rity ; that we ſerve one another in love; that we 
ſhould as we have opportunity work good to all men, 
* xThefl. 5.15. that we ſhould always purſue good toward one another, and toward af _. 
mC . | 
Rom. 12-18 It obligeth us with a// our powers, to purſue peace with al/ men (which 
Ei wer. conſidering our natural peeviſhneſs, pride, and perver ſeneſs is otten no. 


Heb mn. 2-22. Eaſie task) and that we do oneNiZew, ſudionſly endeavour to keep the unity 


wor k; it is a crabbed work, to bend our ſtiff inclinations, to quell 


regulate according to very 
actions proceeding from us ; 
ieck our inclinat b our appetites, and compoſe 
our paſſions ; that we ſhould guard our hearts from, vain thoughts and 
diſcourſes; that we ſhould order our fieps in the fireight way of rights- 
ouſneſfs, not deflecting to the right hand or to the ett. 1. 
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Serm.XX. Of Induſtry in our general Calling, as Chriſtians. - 233 
In the diſcharge of this ſervice how'many rough diiculties are there 
to be ſurmounted; how many great obſtacles to be renved, how many 
ſtout oppolitions .to be encountred, how many potent enemies to be 
vanquiſhed, how many ſore hardſhips, croſſes and tribulations to be en- 
dured? OD 2 

How ſhrewd-a task muſt we find it to circumciſe our hearts, to mor- 
tify our earthly members, to crucify our fleſh with its affeQtions and luſts, 
' to pull out our right eyes, and cut off our right.hands, to renounce our 
worldly intereſts, to hate our neareſt relations,” to. take up, and bear our 
croſs ; when ever conſcience and duty ſhall call us thereto? 

Our calling therefore doth require great induſtry ; and the buſineſs of 
it conſequently is well repreſented by thoſe performances, which demand 
the greateſt intention, and laborious aCtivity; It is ſtiled exerciſe (ago- 
niſtick and aſcetick exerciſe ; wwuveZ ora Te gs Tourets mawrly, 1 Timm. 4. 9: 
Lora, Exerciſe thy ſelf to godlineſs ; and ev T&- *'Ev Tirw doxg. Aft 24. 16. 
T® agrs; ao, Herein I exerciſe my ſelf to have al> >: 12+ 11: | 
ways a conſcience void of offence toward God and toward men ; ) wreſtling Eph. 6. 12. 
(fudy h An, Our wreſtling is not (onely) againſt fieſh and bloud, but againſt * ©! 9: 25: 
principalities and powers 5 running a race ( Let us run with patience the ps 12. I- 
race that is ſet before us ; So tun that ye may obtain; I _ toward the Phil. 3. 5” 
mark for the prize of the high calling.) A warfare, a combating (War 2 Tim. 4. 7. 
a good warfare, holding faith and a good conſcience; fight the good fight ; 4g IH 
thou therefore endure hardſhip as a good ſouldier of Feſus Chriſt; Every man 2 Tim. 4. 7. 
that ftriveth for the maſtery u temperate in all things ; ) offering violence; ? m2 3: 
(The Kingdom of Heaven. ſuffereth violence; and the violent take it by force) watt, rx. 12. 
watching. (Let us not ſleep as do others, but let us _ ns. 
watch and be ſober ; Watch ye, ftand faſt in the max. 26/1. 24. 420 Luke 124 37 
faith, quit you like men, be ſtrong ; watch aud pray, 1 Pct. g. 8, Apoc. 3+ 2. 16. 15. 


- 4 


that ye enter not into temptation.) | 
- | Hence theprecepts importing the general tenour of Chriſtian practice . 
_ are uſually couched in terms implying great ſedulity and contention of | 
ſoul ; *Ayarife%, Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate ; Let us labour tuke 13. 
| therefore to enter into that reſt; Labour not for the meat that periſheth, =*<%7«- , 
but for that meat which endureth to everlaſting life. Give diligence to make -— 
your calling and elefion ſure ; Gird up the loins of your mind, be ſober and Erilace 
hope to the end ; Wherefore, brethren; ſeeing that ye look far ſuch things, hpakb 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace , without ſpot and 2 Per. 1. 10. 
blameleſs. EO 73: 

Such is the work of our general calling, and ſo much induſtry it ph. 6. 1:7 
challengeth from us; with great reaſon indeed, for that ſuch work is 2 Pct- 3-14- 
needfull to our happineſs, and that our labour will certainly be rewarded © 
_ therewith. - | | 

The work indeed of it ſelf is moſt worthy to'employ us ; doth tmoſt 
become. us, doth much adorn us, doth beſt befit our divine extraction 
and large capacity ; is the nobleſt, the handſomeſt, the ſweeteſt em- * _ 
ployment that could take us up ; but we have alſo the greateſt induce- fohn 4. 35. 
ments and encouragements poſlible for our induſtry therein, 

There are by the divine bounty and mercy wages aſſigned abundantly 
correſpondent to our work, yea infinitely ſurpaſſing it ; there is m22ug 
paz9t6, a great (or a manifold ) hire for our {lender and ſimple pertor- Matt. $. 14: 
mances ;: there are ſeveral noble prizes highly worth our ſtriving for 
with our utmoſt ſtrength and contention oF _— . 
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ne Induſtry in our general C allng, as Chriſtians. Vollll. 


In recompendhercof we ſhall aſſuredly gain even here in this tran- 

"Rom. 14. 18. He that in theſe rhings Titory ſtate the ſpecial favour and love of God, with 

ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and His conſtant proteQion and care for our good ; his 

eaten Leon faithfull direion, and friendly aſliſtence to Je 

us, and uphold us in all our ways, to bleſs'and proſper our undertak jn8s, 

to ſupply us in our, needs, and comfort us in our diſtreſles; ſo that we thall, 

ial 24. 9. 84. 11. 33- 19. 37- 3, 19. ack nothing that is good, that no evil ſha happen 

Plal. 91. 10— Prov. 12. 21: to us, that af things ſhall concur and cooperate for 
Rom. 8. 38. our benefit. 

We ſhall thereby taſte the fatisfaQtions of a calm mind, and a found 


Col. 3.15 Conſcience, quickned by the confolations of the divine ſpirit ; the peace 


Phill. 4 7+ of God ruling in our hearts, which paſſeth all underſtanding. 
We ſhall afterward, when this moment is paſſed over, and our ſhort 
day's work diſpatched, receive from God's bountifull hand an uncon- 
Jam. 1. 12. Ceiveable affluence of good things, an eternal permanence of life; undi- 
Sf L : ſturbed reſt, indefetible wealth, ineffable joy , incorruptible glory, a 
'#” kingdom unſhakeatle. | 
John 4. 36, Fe (faith our Lord) that reapeth, receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life everlaſting. 
To them (faith St. Paul) who by patient continuance in wel-doing ſeek 
Amdm---- for glory, and honour, and immortality, God in recompence will beſtow 
Us 2 95s eternal Hite And, 
I have ( faith that bleſſed Labourer of himſelf) fought the good fight, 
2 Tim. 4-8. 7 have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have kept the faith ; henceforth there i laid up 
for me a crown of rin hlvagtndte _ 
What more effectual ſpur or incentive can there be to induſtry in this 


buſineſs, than to conſider that which St. Pasl ſo often doth inculcate ; 


Knowing that whatſoever good thing any man docth, the ſame ( a recom- 
2 Cor. 5. 10, Pence for the ſame) he ſhall receive of the Lord ; and knowing that (in 
conſideration of our ſervice done to the Lord) of the Lord we ſhall re- 
Col. 3. 24 ceive the reward of the inheritance?  —- 
What exhortation can be more firmly grounded, or ſtrongly backed, 
x Cor. 15.58. than is that of the Apoſtle, Therefore my brethren be ye ſtedfaſt, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord ; foraſmuch as ye 
know, that your labour in not in vain in the Lord ? 


May it not alſo much encourage us to induſtry to be aſſired, that not 
onely the kind of our work, but the degree of our labour ſhall be confi- 


dered and requited, in juſt proportion ; 10 that the harder we work, the 


| _ *Amdven + higher we ſhall be rewarded; for, to each one ( faith our Lord) the ſor 


XS" es T; n J3; 2 ors. rd: | to his per- 
Mat: 16.29, Of man ſhall render a reward qg:T# TWw Te#zwv dos. , according to his per 

we formance; Every one (faith St. Paul) ſhall recetve in pov ngm2 7+ 
iv Tov, his proper reward according to his proper 


C ” <6 Os «3 . R s - , ; Ew | OF - ; » 
Mat id oe Ren: 22-12. 2-25 pork; whence We have reaſon to obſerve St. Fohy's 


Mat. 25. 21.. Luke 19. 12. 


' advice, Look to you ſelves, that ye loſe not thoſe 
M/3vy wipn SmMdCnry 2 Joh. 8, thimgs which ye nave gained, but that ye receive a 
| full reward. | 


To be negligent or ſfothfull in fuch a caſe, for want of a little care 
and pains to Pifei fuch advantages, what a pity, what a folly is it 2 
Were an opportunity preſented by a little minding our buſineſs, and be- 
ſtirring our felves to procure a fair eſtate, or a gooc SINE, would 
not he be deemed mad or fottiſh, who ſhould fit ſtill, and forego that 


his advantage? how much more wildneſs is it to be drowſie and fluggiſh 
; wy 


the Apoſtle fay, How \fhall we eſcape, if we neglect Fo great Jatvation 2 teb. 2. 5. 


- as true friends of our ſelves ; O that we could be as induſtrious for our 


' et him ſo abide, as faithfully to proſecute the work, and diſcharge the 


granted, that to each man inthis World God hath aſſigned a certain ſta- 
tion, unto. which peculiar aftion 1s futed ; in which ſtation he biddeth 


wretched folly, in being ſo much wanting to our own intereſt and 


fin, in the gratification of their yanities and luſts ? 


ſervants hath the accurſed Lord thereof ; fo carefull and laborious will chryc. 4: 


Ting his abode therein diligently to execute the work thereof. 


4 


Serm.XX. . Of Induftry in our general Calling, as Chriſtians. - 2 2 | 4 
in this caſe, thereby loſing eternal bliſs and glory? well therefore might — 


how ſhall we eſcape not onely the fin; and guilt of baſeſt ingratitude to- 
ward -him that gratiouſly doth offer it, | but the imputation of moſt 


welfare > 

Is it not a fad thing, a wofull ſhame to obſerve what pains men will 
throw away-upon things of {mall or no concerament to them 2 yea what 
toil and drudgery they will ſuſtain in the ſervice of Saas, in perfuit of 


What pains will a covetous wretch take in ſcraping for pelf, how will 
he rack his mind with carking ſolicitude to get, to keep, to ſpare it ? 

how will he tire his ſpirits with reſtleſs travel 2 how will he pinch his 

carkaſe tor want of what nature craveth ? what infamy and obloquy will/ 

he engure for his niggardly parſimony and ſordidneſs ? \ 

How much labour will an ambitious fop undergo for preferment, or © 

vain honour ?. to how'many tedious: attendgnces, to how, pitifull ſervi- 
lities will he ſubmit > what fore croſſes and diſappointmengg will he 
ſwallow, what affronts and indignities will he patiently dig@, without 

deſiſting from his enterpriſe. . 

How will a man (as St. Paul obſerved). 77avz tyxearLeda, endure 

all painfull abſtinence and continence in order to the obtaining a corrup- 1 Cor. g. 25+ 
tible crown, a fading garland of bays, a puff of vain applauſe? : 

* What diligence will men uſe to compalis the enjoyment of forbidden 
pleaſures ; how watchfull in catching opportunities, how eager in queſt 
of them will they be ; what difficulties will they undertake, what ha- A 
zards will they incur, what damages and inconveniences will they ſuſtain =— 
rather than fail of fatisfying their deſires ? 1 
What akings of head and heart, what pangs of mind and gripes of con- 
ſcience, what anxieties of regret and fear, will every worker of iniquity 
undergoe? So faithfull friends hath this vain and evil World ; ſo diligent 


men be to deſtroy and damn themſelves : O that we could be willing to 4- 
ſpend as much care and pains in the ſervice of our God ; O that we were 


falvation ; that is, in the buſineſs of our general calling ; &hich ha- 
ving conſidered, let us proceed to the other buſineſs belonging to us, 
which is 7 
IT. The buſineſs of our particular calling ; that in reference whereto 
St. Paul doth preſcribe, Every: man. as the Lord kath called him, ſo let i cor. x. tr. 
him walk. Let every man abide in the ſame calling, wherein he was called; i cor. . 20. 


duty of it ; the doing which otherwhere he termeth Tegorew mx iz, to rThed. yr. 
doe our own buſineſs c working with our hands) and injoineth it in oppoſi- Eph 4 28- 
tion to thoſe two great peſts of life, ſloth and pragmatical curioſity ; or 
the negle&t of our own, and medling with other mens affairs. 

'This the Apoſtle nameth our caling, becauſe we are called. or appoin- 3 
ted thereto by divine providence.z for he ſuppoſeth and taketh it for 2 


Or 


him quietly'to abide, till providence fairly doth tranſlate him, and du- x Cor. 5. 22. 


H bh 2 Every 


236 Of Ind Iry in our general Calling, as Chriſtians. 'VoLllI. 
Every man is a member of a double body, - of. the civil Common- 
wealth,” and of theChriſtian Church ;- in relation to'the latter whereof 
St. Paul telleth us' (and what he ſaith by pazity of reaſon may be reier- 
i Cor. 12. 8. red likewiſe to the former) that God hath'ſet- the members'every one. in 
the body, as it pleaſeth him; and'asit is inthe natural, ſo it is 11 every po- 
litical and ſpiritual body, every member hath ts proper uſe and fun&ion; 
Rom, 12. 44 AP members ( ſaith St. Paul) have not Tiw' anrrlu) megtw, the ſame office, 
or the ſame work and operation; yet every ohe hath ſome work 2 there. 
is no member deſigned to be idle! or uſeleſs, conferring no benefit to the 
Eph. 4-16. Whole ; but the whole body ( faiths the A4pofile ) fitly jorned together, and 
compaFed by that which every joint ſapplieth,” according to the effettual 
working in the meaſure of every part maketh increaſe of the body, wnto the 
edifying-it ſelf in love ; each member doth conſpire and cooperate to-the 
ſtrength, nouriſhment, thriving; and welfare of the whole. 
Exgrp«ci- Every man (who continuethr's man; inhis ſenſes, or 19 any gopd de- 
oF ing gree of natural integrity )'is by God endowed with competent abilities 
+” to diſcharge ſome funQtion, quſefult to common good, or at leaſt needfull 
to his ow ſuſtenance; to every one ſome talent is committed, whieh 
in ſuborduMion to God's ſervice» he may improve; to the benefit of the 
World, God's temporal, or of the Church God's ſpiritual Kingdom. . 
It is plainly neceſfary, thar-the greateſt, part of men ſhould have a 
determinate work-allotted to them, that they may ſupport their life and 
get their food without -being injurious,  offenfive, or burthenſome to 
others; for their living they muſt either follow. ſome trade, or they muſt 
ſhark and filch, or they muſt beg, or they muſt ſtarve. 
And the reſt are obliged to doefomewhat, conducible to publick good ; 
that they may deſerve to live; for'a drone ſhould not be among the bees ; 
' nor hath right to devour the hony : If any man doth pretend, or pre- 
ſame that he hath nothing to doe but to eat, to ſleepy to play, to laugh ; 
to enjoy his eaſe, his pleaſure,. his humour, he thereby doth as it were 
diſclaim a reaſonable title of living among men, and ſharing in the fruits 
of their induſtry ; he-in St. Pau/'s judgment ſhould be debarred of tood, 
2 Theſfl.3.10, for this ( faith the Holy Apoſtle) we commanded: you, that if any man would 
ot work, neither ſhould he eat. © 4 
Such an one in-the body of men what is he but an unnatural excreſ- 
cence, icing nutriment frott- it, without yielding ornament or uſe ? 
what is he but a wen deforming and encombring the body, or a canker 
inteſting and corrupting it ? b 
As no man (atleaſt with decency, convenience and comfort) can live 
in the World, without being obliged to divers other men for their help 
in providing 4ccommodations for him, fo.juſtice and ingenuity (corro- 
borated by divine ſan&ions) do require of him, that in commutation he, 
one way or other, ſhould undertake fome pains redounding to the bene- 
_ fit of others. | | ND 
So hath the great Authour of order diſtributed the ranks and offices of 
men in order to/mutual benefit and comfort ; that one man ſhould plow, 
another threſh, another grind, another labour at the forge, another 
knit or weave; another fail, another trade, another ſupraviſe all theſe, * 
Rbouring to keep them all in order and wy ; that one ſhould work 
; with his hands and feet, another with his head and tongue ; all conſpi- 


"Ft 


7 common end, the welfare of the whole, and-the ſupply of 
3 what is uſefull to each particular member; Every man fo OY 
Fs | . —_ obliging. 
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aligns his bread, to, $0 Weaver fortinc cloaths, 
Vigilant-care in prot xm; for their. 
ha vigor enjoying the Sg of their ph ftry 
| Spevery man hath a calling; and proper-huſins 
ſry is required; I-need-not muchito. Prove, thy. 
experience being ſo. clearly, cvident;; for whs 
patched, what.ſucceſs: can be.expected to.; d 
ling cag any man thrive without: induſtry, what s/ is. there. 
willgo:omof it elf, or proceed-to any. good; illue, if we, 0.not, careful- 
ly look to it, ſteadily hold it in its _ conftan y puſh and drive.it 
forward? It is true as. in DAFHrEX.. ſo.in 4 way _ Nihil movet non motum, 
nothing moveth without bein 

* AEIES rat ſhould: 


ARTIST and — 
ſhould be from piety.and uno any tor-thq 
to Gad. _For God baving placed;us.in 0 our tation ; he uy ich apportio- 
ned to us our: task, we being in txanſaction oy our  aurk his ſervants, 
we do owe to him that nece 4a Y  pPLOPOERLY of F000 ſervants, without 
which fidelity: cannot ſubſiſt ; 0 ; how £ —_ E looked ON ASA faithfull 1 Cor, 4 2+ 
ſervant, who doth not effe&ually clorm. the: work charged on lum? 
or diligenely execute the orders of his Maſte 
St. Paul doth injoin ſervants, Le pa x OP in all, things. oby their Col. 3. 22. 
Mafters, with conſcientious regard to God, as therein perform | ſervice pong 1:24 
to God, and expeCting recompence from. him; And of  PrinceF he faith, 23. : 
that they in diſpenſation of juſtice, enacting Laws, imy ing Taxes, and 
all -olitical adminiſtrations, are: the Miniſters of God, mreoxxze KeEvres at- ROM. 13. 6. 
tending conftantly upon this very thing : - Andif theſe extremes, the high- 
eſt and loweſt of all vacations, are {eryiges of af God! if the + oe, upon 
that ſcore be tied. to ſo much. diligence, then ſurely all le PRs, 
upon the ſame accompt of conſcience toward God, do exa& no les. . 
If he that hath:one talent, and he that hath'ten muſt both improve 
them for God's.intereſt, then he that hath two, or three, or more, is 
obliged to the ſame duty proportionably. 
Evety one ſhoyld conſider the World 4s the family af that great Pater- 
familias (of whom the whole family in heaven and earth 3 yamed) and Eph. 3. 1h 
himſelf as an officer or ſervant therein, by God's will and ge nati 
conſtituted in that employment , into which providenc; { | im ; . 
to confer in his order- and way ſomewhat toward a har on for the 
maintenance of himſelf, and of his fellow-fervants. Of a ſuperiour of- 
ficer our Lord faith, Who is that faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom his Lord Matth.24.45- 
hath made ruler over his houſehold, ta give them their meat in due ſeaſon _ 4 
ſo the greateſt men are as ſtewards, treaſurers, controllers, or pour- 
' veyers; the reſt are inferiour ſervants, in their proper rank and ca- 
acit 
: An he that with diligence performeth his reſpeCtive duty (be it high 
. and honourable, or mean and contemptible in outward appearance) will 
pleaſe God, as keeping good order, and as being uſefull to his ſervice ; i cor. 14.33. 
ſo that upon the reckoning God will fay to him, Well done good and faith- 
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) will offend 
table; - 
2 Thefſ.3.11. He committ 


; In fine, if we are conſcientiouſly induſtrious in our vocation, we ſhall 
aſſuredly find the bleſſing of God thereon ; and that he thereby will 
convey good ſucceſs, comfort, competent wealth, a fair reputation, all 
Jeſireable good unto us; for as all theſe things are promiſed to induſtry, 
ſo the promiſe eſpecially doth belong to that induſtry, which a man doth 
exerciſe in an orderly courſe of action in his own way ; or rather in 
God's way, wherein divine providence hath ſet him. 

An irregular or impertinent laboriouſneſs, out of a man's calling or 
ſphere ; a being diligent in other mens atlairs, invading their office (as 


he 


it F a Prieſt will be trading,” a Layman preaching) may not claim the 
benefit of thoſe promiſes, br the bleſſings of induitry ; But a Husband- 
man, who (with conſcientious regard to God, and confidence in him) 
Prov. 21. 11+ 15 painfull in tilling his ground, may expeCt a good crop, a Merchant who 
(upon the ſame principle, with the like diſpoſition) earneſtly tolloweth 
Prov. 10. 4+ Its tradg, may hope for ſafe voiages and good markets; a Prince careful- 
"3-1 ly minding his affairs may look tor peace and proſperity to his countrey ; 
a Scholar ſtudying hard may be well afſured of getting knowledge, and 
___ all who with honeſt diligence conſtantly do purſue their 
buſineis may confidently and chearfully-hope to reap the advantages ſutd- 
ble to it from the favourable bleſſing of God. . So that we have all rea- 
ſon to obſerve the Apoſtle's precept, wot to be ſlothfull in buſineſs. - 
-I ſhould apply this doctrine to our own caſe, urging its praftice by 
conſiderations peculiar to our vocation ; but having already paſſed the 
bounds of time, I reſerve the doing it to another opportunity. ' 


s Theſl.g.23 Now the God of peace ſanitify you wholly, and make you perfett in every 

Heb. 1320+ good work to doe his will; working in you that which u well pleaſing in his 
fight ; through our Bleſſed Saviour 7. uw Chrift ; to whom for ever be 
all glory and praiſe. Amen. 


d 


rticular Calling, | 


© 


Ad 


ROM. XIE 11. 
ot ſlothfull in buſineſs. 


Have my treated upon the duty recommended in this precept, 


and urged the obſervance of it in general, at a diſtance ; I now 1n- 

tend more particularly and cloſely to apply it, in reference to thoſe 
perſons, who ſeem more eſpecially obliged to it, and whoſe obſerving it 
may prove of greateſt conſequence to publick good ; the which appl R 
tion may alſo be moſt ſutable and profitable to this audience ; thoſe per- 
fons are of two forts ; the one Gentlemen, the other Scholars. 


I: The Firſt place, as civility demandeth, we aſſign to Gentlemen ; 
or perſons of eminent rank in the World, well allied, graced with ho- 
nour, and furniſhed with wealth ; the which ſort of perſons I conceive 
in a high degree obliged to exerciſe induſtry in buſineſs. 
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240 Of Induſtry in our particular Calling, as Gentlemen. Vol.IL 


This at firſt hearing may ſeem a little paradoxical and ſtrange ; for 


who have leſs buſineſs than Gentlemen, who do need leſs induſtry, than 
they? He that hath a fair eſtate, and can live'on his means, what hath 


he to doe, what labour or trouble can be exaCted of him 


- What hath he 


to think on, or-trouble his head with, but how to invent recreations and 
paſtimes to divert himſelf, and ſpend his waſt leiſure pleaſantly 2 why 
ſhould not he be allowed to enjoy himſelf, and the benefits, which na- 
ture or fortune have freely diſpenced to him, as he thinketh beſt, with- 


3 out offence? why may he not fay with the rich man in 
uke 12. 19. ; 
thou haſt much goods laid up for many years ; take thine 


the Goſpel, Soul 
eaſe, eat, drink 


Eccles 2. 24 and be merry? 1s it not often faid by the Wiſeman, that there is norhing 
3- 22-"5- 18 better under the ſun, than that a man ſhould make his ſoul to enjoy good in 


8. 15. 


a chearfull and comfortable fruition of his eſtate? According to the paſſa- 


ble notion and definition, What z a Gentleman but his pleaſure ? 

If this be true, 1f a Gentleman be nothing elſe but this ; then truly he 
is a fad piece, the moſt inconſiderable, the moſt deſpicable, the moſt 
pitifull and wretched Creature in the World : If it is his privilege to doe 
nothing, it is his privilege to be moſt unhappy ; and to be fo will be his 
fate, if he live according to it; for he that is of no worth or uſe, who pro- 
duceth no beneficial fruit, who performeth no ſervice to God, or to the 
World,. what title can he have to ipppinets, what capacity thereof 2 


whatreward can he claim, what comfort can he feel? 
tions 15 he expoſed, what guilts will he incur ? 


to what tempta- 


But in truth it is far otherwiſe ; to ſuppoſe that a Gentleman is looſe 
from buſineſs is a great miſtake ; for indeed no man hath more to doe, 


no man lieth-under greater engagements to induſtry tha 
He is deeply obliged to be continually buſie in more 


n he. 
ways than other 


men who have but one ſimple calling. or occupation allotted to them ; 


and that upon a triple accompt ; in reſpect to God, to 
to himſelf. 


the World, and 


1. He is firſt obliged to continual employment in reſpect to God. 


He out of a gratefull regard to divine bounty for the 


eminency of his 


ſtation, adorned with dignity and repute, for the plentifull-accommo- 
dations and comforts of his lite, for hisexemptioh trom thoſe pinching 
wants, thoſe meaner cares, thoſe ſordid entertainments, and thoſe toil- 
ſome drudgeries, to which other men are ſubject, 1s bound to be more 
diligent in God's ſervice, io ing all the advantages of his ſtate to the 
glory of his munificent benefa&tour, to whoſe good providence alone he 
x Cor. 4. 7- doth owe them; for who maketh him to differ from another ? and what 


hath he that he did not receive trom God's tree bounty ? 
In proportion to the bulk of his fortune his heart ſh 


ould be enlarged 


with a thankfull ſenſe of God's goodneſs to him ; his mouth ſhould ever 
be filled with acknowledgment and praiſe, he ſhould always be ready to 
expreſs his gratefull reſentment of ſo great and peculiar obligations. - 
He ſhould dedicate larger portions of that free leiſure, which God 
hath granted to him, - in waiting upon God, and conſtant performances 


of devotion. | 


He in frequently refleting on the particular ample favours of God to 

him ſhould imitate the holy P/a/mz/?, that illuſtrious pattern of great and 
fortunate men; ſaying after him, with his ſpirit, and diſpoſition of foul ; 
Pal.” 1. 21--- Thou haſt brought me to great honour, and comforted me 'on every fide, 


therefore will I praiſe thee and thy faithfulneſs, O God. 


Lord, 
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ieneficence ; according to Wat intination of our Lord, Who 
that faithful and wiſe ſteward, whom his Lord ſhall make ruler of hu houſe» 


 -* bold, ta give them their portion and meat in due ſeaſon? and according to 
x-+7i2, thoſe Apoſtolical precepts, As every one hath received a gf ( or ſpecial 
1 Pet. 4+ 19+" fayour, ) even ſo minifter the ſame to one another, as guoa ſtewards of the 
 Titn.619-- manifold grace of God; and Charge the rich in this world, -—that they dee 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
muneare- oo: EY: DE Ph 

And he'that «Rings to purvey for ſo many, and ſo to. abound in 
good works, how can he want buſineſs 2 how can he pretend to a Wrzz 
Surely that Gentleman is very blind, and very. barren of invention, 
who is to ſeek for work fit for him, or cannot eaſily diſcern many eni- 

ploy ments belonging to him, of. great contern and conſequence. 
it is eaſie to prompt and ſhew him many buſineſſes, indifpenſfably be- 


lone ARA To, 7 5 
It is his buſineſs to miniſter relief to his poor neighbours in their wants 
and diſtreſſes by his wealth. It is his buſineſs to'dire&t and adviſe the 
ignorant, to comfort the afflicted, 'ta reclaim the' wicked, and encou- 
rage the good by his wiſedom. It is his buſineſs to protett the weak, to 
reſcue the oppreſſed, to eaſe thoſe who grone under heavy burthens by 
his power; to be ſuch a Gentleman and 0 oye. as Job was; who. 
Job 31. 17, did not eat.his-morſel alone, ſo that the fatherleſs did not eat thereof ; who 
16, did not withhold the poor from their defire, or cauſe the eyes of the widow 
ts. to fail ; who did not ſee any periſh for want of clothing, or any poor without 
Job 25. 12, Covering ; Who delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherleſs, and him 


- 


that had none to belp him. . - | 
i Pet. 4-9. It is hisbuſine(s to be hoſpitable ; kind and helpfull to ſtrangers; fol- 
Heb. 13-2: -Jowing thoſe noble Gentlemen, Abraham and Zot, who were fo ready 
Gen. 18.1. £0 invite, and entertain rangers with bountifull courteſie. _ | 
19.1 Tt js his buſineſs to maintain peace, and appeaſe diſſenſions among his 
neighbours, interpoſing his counſel and authority in order thereto ; 
Exod. 2. 13. Whereto he' hath- thit brave” Gentleman Moſes recommended for his 
na wesr | ; h 
It is his buſineſs to promote the welfare and proſperity of his Coun- 
( Jud. 5; 9.) trey with his, beſt endeavours, and by all his intereſt ; in which praftice 
the ſacred Hiſtory doth propound divers gallant Gentlemen ( Fofeph, 
Moſes, Samuel, Nehemia, Daniel, Mordecay, and all ſuch renowned Pa- 
triots) to guide Him. _— | - 
Joſh. 24. 15- It is his buſineſs to govern his family well; to educate his children 
Plal. 101.— jn piety and vertue; to keep his ſervants in good order. 
| It is his' buſineſs to look to his eſtate, and to keep it from waſting ; 
that he may ſuſtain the repute of his perſon and quality with decency ; 
that he may be furniſhed with ability to dos good, may provide well tor 
his family, may be. hoſpitable, may have wherewith to help his bre- 
M1edvar. thren ; for if, according to St. Paws injunQtion, a man ſhould work with 
Eph. 4-2" by own hands, that he may have ſomewhat to impart to him that needeth ; 
- then muſt he that hath an eſtate, be carefull to preſerve it, for the ſame 
good purpoſe. TO | 
* It is his buſineſs to cultivate his mind with knowledge, with generous 
diſpoſitions, with all worthy accompliſhments befitting his condition, 
and qualifying Jim for honourable aCtion ; ſo that he may excell, np 
ee 4 ; 


- 
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Sm KT fiſt para ang nee, 


bear himſelf above the vulpar level no leſs in real inward worth >thm & 


In exteriour garb ; that he be not a Gentkman merely in name of 
mew oo, © RE $6 7 "x 34 
It is his buſineſs (and that no flight, or eafie buſineſs) to eſchew the 


vices, to check the patfions, to withſtand the temptations, to which his 4raya nam 


condition 1s liable ; taking heed, that his wealth, honour and power do 
not betray him unto pride, infolence, or contempt of his poorer bre- 
thren ; unto injuſtice, or oppreſſion ; unto luxury, and riotous exceſs ; 
unto ſloth, ſtupidity, forgetfulneſs of God, and irreligious profaneneſs. 
It 1s a buſineſs eſpecially incumbent on him to be carefull of his ways, 
that they may have good influence on others, who are apt to look upon 
him as their guide and pattern. 


He ſhould labour and ſtudy to be'a leader unto vertue, and a notable 
promoter thereof; direCting and exciting men thereto by his exemplary 
converſation ; encouraging them by his countenance and authority ; re- 
warding the goodneſs of meaner people by his bounty and 'favour : He 
ſhould be ſach a Gentleman as Noah, who preached righteouſneſs by his 
words and works before a profane World. | _ 

Such particular affairs hath every perſon of quality, credit, wealth 
and intereſt, allotted to him by God, and laid 'on him as duties ; the 
which to diſcharge faithfully will enough employ a man, and doth re- 
go induſtry, much care, much pains; excluding ſloth and negligence: 

0 that it is impoſlible for a ſluggard to be a worthy Gentleman, vertu- 
ouſly diſpoſed, a charitable hou: a good patriot, a good husband 
of his eſtate; any thing of that, to which God, by ſetting him in ſuch 
a ſtation, doth call him. TED TE Wk: | 

Thus is a Gentleman obliged to induſtry in reſpe& of God, - who juſt- 
ly a exact thoſe Jabours of piety, charity, and all vertue from him. 
Farther po | | 

2. He hath alſo obligations to mankind, demanding induſtry from 
him, upon accompts of common humanity, equity and ingenuity. For 

How can he fairly fubfiſt upon the common induſtry of mankind with- 
out bearing a ſhare thereof 2 how 'can he well ſatisfy himſelf to dwell 
ſtatelily, to feed daintily, to be finely clad, to maintain a pompous re- 
tinue merely upon the ſweat and toil of others, without himſelf rendring 
a compenſation, or making ſome competent returns of care and pain, re- 
dounding to the good of his neighbour 2 

How can he juftly claim, or reaſonably expe&t from the World the 
reſpe& agreeable to his rank, if he doth not by worthy performances 
condace to the'benefit of it 2 cari men be obliged to regard thoſe, from 
whom they receive no good ? 

Tf no Gentleman be tryed to ferve the publick, or to yield help in fu- 
ſtaining the common burthens, and ſupplying the needs of mankind, 
then is the whole order merely a-burthen, and an offence to the World ; 
a race of drones, a pack of ciphers in the commonwealth, ſtanding for 
nothing, deſerving no conſideration 'or regard: And if any are bound, 
/hy ſhould thewhole burthen ie on fome, while others 


Tris indeed ſuppoſed, that all are bound thereto, ſeeing that all have 


recompences publigkly allowed to;them uponifach conſideration; divers 
refpedts and priviſeges'peculiar tothe order, {grounded upon this ſuppo- 


ſition, 'that"they deſerve ſuch advantages by-conferring notable benefit 
| Fry > | to 
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res eft opibus 
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to the publick ; the which indeed it were an arrogance to ſeek, and an ini- 
quity to accept for doing nothing. OW | 

It is an unſufferable pride for any man to pretend or coniceit himſelf to 
difler ſo much from his brethren, that he may be allowed to/live in eaſe 
and ſloth, while the reſt of mankind are ſubje& to continual toil and 
trouble. Moreover = be: 

3. A Gentleman is bound to be induſtrious for his own fake ; it is a 
duty, which he oweth to himſelf, to his honour, to his intereſt, to his 
weltare. He cannot without induſtry continue hike himſelf, or maintain 
the honour and repute becoming his.quality and ſtate; or ſecure himſelf 
trom contempt and diſgrace; for to be honourable and ſlothfull are things 
inconſiſtent; ſeeing honour doth not grow, nox can ſubſiſt without un- 
dertaking worthy deſigns, conſtantly purſuing them, and happily atchie- 
ving them; it is the fruit and reward of ſuch aCtions, which are not per- 
formed with eaſe. Ws , 

External reſpeQ, and a ſemblance of honour, for the ſake of publick 
order, may be due to an exteriour rank, or title; but to pay this is not 
to honour the perſon, bur his title, becauſe it ts ſuppoſed that men of 
real worth and uſe do bear it; or leſt by refuſing it to one, the whole 
order may ſeem diſreſpe&ed ; but yet true honour, or mental eſteem is 
not due upon ſuch accompts ; nor is it poſſible to render it unto any 
perſon,” who doth not by worthy qualities, and good deeds appear to 
merit it., | | | 
| Nor can a Gentleman without induſtry uphold his real intereſts againſt 
the attempts of envy, of treachery, of flattery, of ſycophantry, of ava- 
rice, to which his condition is obnoxious; to preſerve his wealth and 
eſtate, which are the ſupports of his quality, he muſt endure care and 
pains; otherwiſe he will by greedy harpyes, and craity lurchers be ritled. 
or cozened of his ſubſtance ; it will of it ſelf go to wreck, and be-imbe- 
zilld by;nelicencs;.- 4. 4. OL _ 

He cannot without induſtry guard his perſonal welfare from manifold 
inconveniences, moleſtations, and miſchiefs ; Idleneſs it ſelf will be ve- 
ry troubleſome, and irkfome to him. His time will le upon his hands, 
as a peſtering-eneumbrance. His mind will be infeſted with various di- 
ſtraQtions and diſtempers; vain and'ſad thoughts, foul luſts, and ct 
paſſions will ſpring up therein, as weeds in a neglected foil. His body 
will languiſh, and become deſtitute of health, of vigour, of aQivity, for 
want of due exerciſe. All the miſchiefs, which naturally do ſpring from 
ſloth and ſtupidity will ſeiſe upon him. © Crd 

4- Thus upon various accompts a Getitleman. is engaged to buſineſs, 
and concerned to exerciſe induſtry therein; we may add, that indeed the 
very od of gentility, or the true notion of a Gentleman doth unply 
ſo much. ; | | : 

For what, I pray, is a Gentleman, what propertieshath he, what qua- 
lities are characteriſtical or peculiar to him, whereby he is diſtinguiſhed 
from others, and raiſed above the vulgar ? are they not eſpecially two, 
Courage and Courtefte? which he that wanteth is not otherwiſe than equi- 
vocally a Gentleman, as an Image or a Carkaſe is a Man; without which 
entility ina conſpicuous degree is no more than avain ſhew, of an emp- 
ty name: And theſe plainly do involve. induſtry, do exclude ſlothfulnels; 
for Courage doth prompt boldly to undertake, and relolutely to diſpatch 
great enterpriſes, and employments of difficulty; It tsnor ſeen in aflaun- 
: eing 
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ting garb, or ſtrutting deportment ; not in hedtorly, ruffian-like ſwag- 
gering or huffing; not in high looks, or big words; but in ſtout and gal- 
lagt deeds, employing vigour ofmind-and heart to-atcheiye them; how 
can a man otherwiſe approve himſelf for couragrous,-than by ſignali- 
Zin hci eTaway” IL ESL EZ. 7.4: 

And for Courtefe, how otherwiſe can it be well diſplayed, than in ſe- 

dujous activity for the good of men? It ſurely doth not conſiſt in mo- 

- diſh forms of addreſs, or complemental expreſſions, or hollow profeſſi- 
ons (commonly void of meaning , or of fincerity; ) but in real perfor- 
mances of beneficence, when occaſion doth invite, and-in waiting for 
opportunities to doe good ; the which praCtice isaccompanied with ſome 
care and pain, adding a price to it ; for an eaſie courteſie is therefore 

ſmall becauſe eaſe; and may be deemedto proceetirather from ordina- 
ry humanity, than from gentile diſpoſition; ſo that in fine he alpne doth 
appeat truely a Gentleman, whio hath the heart to undergo hard tasks 
tor publick good, and willingly taketh pains to oblige his neighbours 
and friends. A os OE. 

5. The work indeed of Gentlemen is not fo groſs, but it may be as 
ſmart and painfull as any other. For all hard work is not manual; there 
are other inſtruments of aCtion beſide the plow, the ſpade, the hammer, 
the ſhuttle ; nor doth every work ai, 5.5 ſweat, and viſible tiring of 
body ; the head tnay. work hard in cohtrivance of good deſigns, the 
tongue may be very active in diſpenſing advice, perſuaſion, comfort, and 
edification iri vertue; A man may beſtir himſelf in going about to doe 
good; theſe are works employing the cleanly induſtry of a Gentle- 
man. . __ = 

6. In ſuch works it was, that the trueſt and greateſt pattern of gen- 

r was did employ himſelf : who was that? Even our Lord 
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- 
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tility that eve ell yas tha / 

Himſelf ; for he had rb particular trade, or profeſſion ; ro man can be 

more looſe from any engagement to the World than he was; no man 

had leſs need of buſineſs, or pains-taking than he; for he had a vaſt 

eſtate, being heir of a/l things, all the World being at his diſpoſal, yea 

infinitely more, it being in his power with a word to create whatever he 

would to ſerve his need, or fatisfie his pleaſure; Omnipotency being his 

treaſure and ſupply ; He had a retinue of Angels to wait on him, and 

miniſter to him ; whatevet ſufficiency any man can fanſie to himſelf 

to diſpenſe with his taking pains, that had he in a far higher degree ; 

Yet did he find work for humfelf; and continually was employed in per- 
forming ſervice to God, and imparting benefits to mien ; nor was ever (If. 53, x1.) 
induſtry exerciſed upon Earth comparable to his. | 5 | 
- Gentlemen therefore would doe well to make him the pattern of their 
life, to whoſe induſtry they muſt be beholden for their ſalvation; in or- 


der whereto we recommend them to his grace. 
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; R OM. XIL 17. 
Not ſlothfull in buſineſs. 


EF Proceed to the other ſort of perſons, whom we did propoutid, 
namely 


IT. Scholars, and that on them particularly great etigagements do lic 
to be induſtrious, is moſt evident, from various conſiderations. 

The nature and deſign of this calling doth ſuppoſe induſtry.; the mat- 
ter, and extent of it doth require induſtry ; the worth of it doth highly 
deſerve induſtry. We are in ſpecial gratitude to God, 1n charity to men; 
: in due regard to our ſelves bound unto it. Py 

x. Firſt, I fay, the nature and deſign of our calling doth ſuppoſe indu- 
Eccles 2. 21. TIfy : There i (faith the divine Preacher) a man, whoſe labour is in wiſe- 
dom, in knowledge, and in equity; Such men are Scholars ; fo that we 


are indeed no Scholars, but abſurd uſurpers of the name, if we are not 
laborious ; 


1 Wager, | 


% "+ 
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laborious; for, what is,a Scholar, but, one who retireth. his perſon, and 
avocateth his' mind from other occupations, ,and wor Idly .entertainmen ts, 
that he may 'aA\2Cow, vacare ftudzis, employ his mind and. leiſure. on '4 agi 
ſtudy and nie £4 in the ſearch of truth, ,the queſt of knowledge, the 2uuarive 
improvement of his reaſon. Wherefore an idle Scholar, a lazy ſtudent, 2,gnn* 
a ſluggiſh man of learning is nonſenſe.,, |, ©, +... } Eccus38.24, 
What is learning but a diligent Attendance to inſtruction. of Maſters, 
Skilled in any knowledge, and conveying their notions to us in word or 
What is ſtudy, but an earneſt, ſteady, perſevering application of 
mind to ſome matter, on which we fix our thoughts, with-intent to ſee 
through it; what in So/omor's language are theſe Scholaftick occupations, 


- 


but inclining the ear, -and applying our heart to underſtanding? than which Prov. 2. 2. 


= : 


ic 


commonly there is nothing more laborious, more ſtraining nature,, and 
more tiring our Spirits; whence it is well.compared to the moſt paintull 


exerciſes ot body and ſoul. 


 TheW:ſe-man adviſing men to ſeek wiſedom, the which is the proper 
deſigri of our calling, doth intimate that work to be like digging in rhe 
mines for ſilver, and like ſearching all about for concealed 'treature; than 
which: there can hardly be any more difficult and ,painfull task, 7f 


(faith he) thou ſeckeſt her as filver, and Jearrhelt for her as for hid trea- Prov. 2. 4-- 
ſures, then ſhalt thou underffand——— Otherwhere he comnpareth the 
ſame work to aſliduous watching and waiting, like that of a guard or a 
client, which are the greateſt inſtances of diligence, Bleſſed ( faith he; | 
or wiſedom by him ſaith, bleſſed) i the man that heareth me, watching Prov. 8. 34 
daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts of my doors... 1 
Wheretore if we-will approve our ſelves to be what;we are called, and 
what we pretend to be, if we will avoid being Impoſtours, aſſuming a 
name not due.to us,. we muſt not be ſlothfull, Farther, ., . - 
2. The matter and extent of our buſineſs doth require induſtry from 
us: the matter of jt, which is truth and knowledge ; the extent, which 
is very large and comprehenſive, taking/in all truth, all knowledge ; | 
worthy our ſtudy, and uſefull for the deſigns of it. Q, fn 
Our buſineſs 1s to find truth ; the which (even in matters of high 
importance ) is not eaſily tg be diſcovered ; being (as a vain of filver, 
encompaſſed with earth, and mixed with droſs) deeply laid in the ob- 
ſcurity of things, wrapt up in-falſe appearances, entangled with objec- , 
tions, and perplexed with debates ; being therefore not readily diſcove- 
rable ; eſpecially by mirids clouded with prejudices, luſts, paſſions, par- 
rial affe&tions, appetites of honour and intereſt ; whence to deſcry it re- 
quireth the moſt curious obſervation, and folicitous circumſpeRion that 
can be; together with great pains in the preparation and purgation of 
our minds toward the inquiry of it. _ = EG 
* Our buſineſs is to attain knowledge, not concerning obvious and vul- 
par matters, but about ſublime, abſtruſe, intricate and knotty ſubjes, 
remote from common obſervation and ſenſe; to get ſure and exaCt no- 
tions about which will try the beſt forces of our mind with'their, utmoſt 
endeavours ; in firmly fetling briociphes , in ſtritly deducing conſe- 
quences, in orderly digeſting concluſions, in faithfully retaining what ,* 
we learn by our contemplation and ſtudy.. SS | | 
 And'if to get a competent. knowledge about a few things, or to be 
reaſonably skilfull in any ſort of learning, be difficult, how mnch mo 
| ry 
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the vaſt compaſs of learning, it wore & Sohphl tay cofveni- 
ently or handſomely be = Mobi being there is fach 2 connexion of 


try doth it require to be well l egin in RES , or to have waded tf 


things, and of notions, thar one part of learning doth-con- 
fer light to another, that a tnah can hardly well undetſtan any thi tip 
5» ; thit he will be « luv Scholar 


without knowing divers other thi 
who hath not an inſight into 1 7 kinds of knowledpe, that he can 
hafdly be a good Scholar, who is nvt a general one. 

 Tounderſtand ſo many Languages( which are the ſhells of knowledge,) 
coniprehend 6 many Sciences (fullof various thevremes and problemes) 

pris ſo rtiany Hiſtories, (of ancient and niodern times ;) toknbW the 

World, both wa Fw and hutnane ; to be acquainted with the various iti- 
ventions, inquiriss, opinions 41d controverties of learnetl ten ; to skill 
the arts of expreffing our-mind, and imparting out conceptions with ad- 
vantage, ſo as to inſtruct or perſuade others ; theſe ate works indeed, 
which will exerciſe and ſtrain all our faculties ( our reaſon, out fancy, 
our memory) in painfull ſtudy. 

The lnowkedge of ſuch things is tiot innate to us; it doth tiot of it 
felf ſpring uÞ itt our minds ; it is not any-wife incident by chance, 6r 
infuſed by grace omg tarely by titiracle ;Y cortitnon obſervation doth 

Dii laboribug NOL produce it; ite be purchaſed 2t any rate, except by thar, for 
ona very Which it was aid of & , the gods ſell all things, that is for pairs ; with- 
out which the beſt wit and. "greateſt capacity ftiay not render a thiah 
learned ; as the beſt foil wil nor yield good frait or grain, if they be rot 

plated or ſown therein. 

Fn if you pleaſe, whit 2 Setiolar Solomon was ; Beſide his $kill 

i polazicke, which was Hits pr hone 3 faculty and profeſſion, Whereby he 

dig with-adeirable dexterity ard predence manage the affairs of thir 

1 Kings 3. 9. great Kingdom, judging hs yh e, FT diferning uh It was good tnd tad: 

accurately diſpenſing juſtice; {etlirig his Courierey irt a mott flouriſtiing 

x Kings 4.20. ſtate of peace, iider, of plenty and wealth : largely extending his terri= 

25. 19-27 tory ; fo that his = fedom of this kind wis fathors over the earth; be- 
it 


+ fide, I fay, this cif wiſcdom, He bad an exquiſite skill in narurat Phj- 


1 Kings 10.6, toſophy ys Medicine, for He in frees Cs plants) from the eedar 


i Kew 4:33: that is in Lebanon, even; anto the hyfop that [j bringerh out of the wall; he 
ſpake alſo of beaſts, "and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fiſhes. 

1 Kings 4.30 He was weſff verſed in Mathematicks ; for it is ftid, Solomon's wiſedon 
excelted the wiſedom of all the children of the Paſt-comtrey,. and alt the 
wifadem of Bg ypr ; the wiſedont of which Nations did conſiſt ire thoſe 
Sciences. And of his Mechanick skill he left for a monument the friſt | 
glorions ſtrufdure that ever ſtood'on carth. * 


1 Kings 44322 He was very  Skilfulf menace) þ and Mulick, for he did himſelf comp oe 
atove a Yhoufard ſongs; whereof one Je extant declareth the loftinels of 


his fancy, the riclineſs of His vain; and'tle elegane of his ſtyle. _ 
Sap. 7.15 He lad great abiliry ir Rhetorick; a cording 5 that in Wiſedomi, God 
Eccles 12. io. granted me' to ſpeak as 7 would ; ant] that ; in Fecleffaſtes, The Preacher 


table words; 2 great inſtance 0 fieulty we 


oht to find 2 op a oP of which 
| Kings 8. havein that admirable Prayerof hits corhpoſure; # tix dedication 6f the 


Temple. 
r King4.322 He didwonderfully excell in Erhicks; concerning which he ſpate three 


Ecdiey a. 9. Hhonſant Proverbs, or mors-Aphoriſttis; and Moreove rf 4 Per) 
How, : Yea he 


_ gave 


__ the preacher war wiſe, be ff} rought the people 
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gave good heed, and fought out, and ſet in order many proverbs; the which 
did contain a great variety of notable obſervations, and uſefull direQions 
for common life, couched in pithy expreſſions. | 

As for Theology, as the ſtudy of that was the chief fludy to which he 


exhorteth others (as to the head, or principal part of wiſedom) ſo que- Prov. 2. 5-- 


ſtionleſs he was himelf moſt converſant therein ; for proof whereof 
he did leave ſo many excellent theoremes , and precepts of divinity 
to us. 

In fine,' there 1s no ſort of knowledge, to which he did not apply his 


ſtudy ; witneſs himſelf in thoſe words, 7 gave my heart to ſeek and ſearch Eccles 1. 13; 


out*by wiſedom concerning all things, that are done under heaven. 

Such a Scholar was He; and ſuch if we have a noble ambition to be, 
we muſt uſe the courſe he did ; which was firſt in his heart to prefer 
wiſedom before all worldly things; then to pray to God for it, or for 
his bleſſing in our queſt of 1t; then to uſe the means of attaining it, di- 
ligent ſearching, and hard ſtudy; for that this was his method he telleth 


us, 7 (faith he) applyed my heart, to know, and to ſearch, and to ſeek Eccles 1.25. 


out wiſedom, and the reaſon of things. 

Such conſiderations ſhew the neceſſity of induſtry for a Scholar : 
but 

3- The worth, and excellency, and great utility, together with the 
pleaſantneſs of his vocation, deſerving the higheſt induſtry, do ſuperadd 
much obligation thereto. | 

We are much bound to be diligent out of ingenuity, and in gratitude 
to God, who by his gratious providence hath aſſigned to us a calling fo 
worthy, an employment ſo comfortable, a way of life no leſs commo- 
dious, beneficial and delightfull to our ſelves, than ſerviceable to God, 
and uſefull for the World. | 

If we had our option and choice, what calling could we deſire before 
this of any whereto men are affixed z how could we better employ our 
mind, or place our labour, or ſpend our time, or paſs our pilgrimage 
in this World, than in ſcholaſtical occupations ? 

It were hard to reckon up, or to expreſs the numberleſs great advan- 
tages of this calling, I ſhall therefore onely touch ſome, which readily 
fall under my thought, recommending its value to us. | 

It is a calling, the deſign whereof conſpireth with the general end of 
our being ; the perfection of our nature in its endowments, and the frui- 
tion of it in its beſt operations. 

It is a calling, which doth not employ us in bodily toil, in worldly 
care, in purſuit of trivial affairs, in ſordid drudgeries ; but in thoſe an- 
gelical operations of ſoul, the contemplation of truth, and attainment 
of wiſedom ; which are the worthieſt exerciſes of our reaſon, and ſwee- 
teſt entertainments of our mind ; the moſt pretious wealth, and moſt 
beautifull ornaments of our ſoul ; whereby our faculties are improved, 
are poliſhed and refined, are enlarged in their power and uſe by habitual 
acceſſions : the which are conducible to our own greateſt profit and be- 


nefit, as ſerving to reQify our wills, to ccmpoſe our affeQtions, to guide Prov.2. 4,10: 


our lives in the ways of vertue, to bring us unto felicity. 

It is a calling, which being duly followed will moſt ſever us from the 
vulgar ſort of men, and advance us above the common pitch ; endewing 
us with light to ſee farther than other men, diſpoſing us to affect better 
things, and to ſlight thoſe meaner __ ye humane deſire, on which 

men 


Df 


itt 


a 
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men commonly dote : freeing us from the erroneous conceits, and from 
the perverſe attections of common people. It is ſaid 3rm\fv igdow & was- 
Iorres yerumene,; men of learning are double-ſighted ; but it is true, that 
in many caſes they fee infinitely tarther than a vulgar fight doth reach ; 
and if a man by ſerious ſtudy doth acquire a clear and ſolid judgment of 
things, ſo as to aſſign to each its due weight and price ; if he accordingly 
be inclined in his heart to affe& and purſue them; if from clear and right 
notions of things a meek and ingenuous temper of mind, a command 
and moderation of paſſions, a firm integrity, and a cordial love of good- 
neſs do ſpring, he thereby becometh another kind of thing, much diffe- 
rent trom thoſe brutiſh men ( beaſts of the people) who blinaly follow 
the motions of their ſenſual appetite, or the ſuggeſtions of their fancy, 
or their miſtaken prejudices. | 

[t is a calling which hath theſe conſiderable advantages, that by virtue 
of improvement therein, we can ſee with our own eyes, and guide our 
{clues by our own reaſons, not being led blindfold about, or depending 
precariouſly on the conduct of others in matters of higheſt concern to us. 
That we are exempted from giddy credulity , from wavering levity, 
trom fond admiration of perſons and things, being able to diſtinguiſh of 
things, and to ſettle our judgments about them, and to get an intimate 
acquaintance with them, aſſuring to us their true nature and worth : 
that we are alſo thereby reſcued from admiring our ſelves, and that 
overweening ſelf-conceitedneſs, of which the Wiſe-mas faith, The flug- 
gard is wiſer in his own conceit, than ſeven men that can render a reaſon. 

It is a calling, whereby we are qualified and enabled to doe God ſer- 
vice; to gratity his deſires, to promote his honour, to advance his inte- 
reſts; to render his name glorious in the World ; by teaching, main- 
taining and propagating his truth ; by perſuading men to render their 
due love, reverence and obedience to him ; than which we can have no 
more honourable or fatisfa&tory employment ; more like to that of the 
glorious and bleſſed Spirits. ; | 

It is a calling, the due proſecution whereof doth ingratiate us with 
God, and procureth his favour ; rendring us fit objefts of his love, and 


 entitling us thereto in regard to our qualities, and recompence of our 


Sap. 7. 28. 
( Pal. 5. 5.) 
Prov. 3. 4+ 


works ; for God loveth none but him that dwelleth with wiſedom ; and, So 
ſhalt thou find favour and good underſtanding in the fight of God and man. 

It is a calling, whereby with greateſt advantage we may benefit men, 
and deſerve well of the World ; drawing men to the knowledge and ſer- 
vice of God, reclaiming them from errour and fin, reſcuing them from 
miſery, and conduRting them. to happineſs; by clear inſtruQtion, by 
faithfull admonition, by powerfull exhortation ; And what can be more 
noble, than to be the lights of the World, the guides of practice to men, 
the authours of ſo much good, fo egregious benetactours to mankind? 

It isa calling moſt exempt from the cares, the croſſes, the turmoiles, 
the fa&tious jars, the anxious intrigues, the vexatious moleſtations of the 
World; its buſineſs lying out of the road of thoſe miſchiefs; wholly ly- 
ing in folitary retirement, or being tranſatted in the moſt innocent, and 
ingenuous company. ng 

It is a calling leaſt ſfubje&t to any danger or diſappointment; wherein 
we may well be aſſured not to miſcarry or loſe our labour ; tor the Mer- 


chant indeed by manifold accidents may loſe his voyage, or find a bad 


market ; the husbandman may plow and ſow in vain ; but the De 
| ardly 
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hardly can fail of improving his ſtock, and reaping a good crop of know- 
ledge; eſpecially if he ſtudy with a conſcientious mind, and pious reve- 
rence to God, imploring his gratious help and bleſling; 

It is a calling, the induſtry uſed wherein doth abundantly recompence 
it ſelf, by the pleaſure and ſweetneſs which it carrieth in it; ſo that the 
more pains one taketh, the more deligtit he findeth, teeting himſelf pro- 
portionably to grow in knowledge ; and that his work becqmeth conti- 
nually more eafie to him. FS OY 

It 1s a calling the buſineſs whereof doth ſo exerciſe as not to weary, 
ſo entertain as not to cloy us; being not (as other occupations are) a 
drawing ina mill, or a nauſeous {tedious) repetition of the ſame work ; 
but a continued progreſs toward treſh obje&ts; our mind not being ſta- 
ked to one or a few poor matters, but having immenſe fields of con- 
templation, wherein it may everlaſlingly expatiate, with great profici- raegnw 4 
ency and pleaſure. | DP OR 

It is a calling, which doth ever afford plentifull fruit, even in. regard OE 
to the conveniences of this preſent, and temporal ſtate ; the which ſuf- 
ficiently will requite the pains expended thereon : for 1f we be honeſtly 
induſtrious we ſhall nor want ſucceſs ; and ſucceeding we ſhall not want 
a competence of wealth, of reputation, of intereſt in the World: 'for 
concerning wiſedom, which is the reſult of honeſt, ſtudy, the Wiſe-mar 
telleth us, Riches and honour are with her, yea durable riches, and righte- 
ouſneſs : Length of days are in her right hand, and in her 7 hand riches 
and honour : Exalt her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee, ſhe ſhall bring thee prov. 8. 18. 
to honour, when thou doſt embrace her; ſhe ſhall give to thine head an or- 3-6: 49,10» 
nament of grace; acrown of glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee; In common 
Experience, the wealth of the mind doth qualifie for employments, 
which have godd recompences annexed to them; and neither God nor 
man will ſuffer him long to want, who is endowed with worthy accom- 
pliſhments of knowledge'; It was a ridiculous providence in Nero that if 
he ſhould chance to loſe his Empire, he might live by fidling ; yet his 
motto was good ; and Dzonyftus, another Tyrant, found the benefit of it ; 

70 7eyviov Tao Jaic Teipea, he that hath any good art, hath therein. an 

eſtate, and land 1n every place; he's ſecured againſt being reduced'to 
extremity of any misfortune: Wiſedom ( faith the Wiſe-man) is a defence, xc. 9. 14. 
and money is a defence'; but the excellency of knowledge is, that wiſedom 

giveth life to them that have it : money 1s a defence, of which fortune 

may bereave us; but wiſedom is beyond its attacks; being a treaſure 

ſeated in a place inacceſſible to external impreſſions. - - 

And as a learned man cannot be deſtitute of ſubſtance; fo he cannot prov. ;.. s. 
want credit ; having ſuch an ornament, than which none hath a' more 4 man hat 
general eſtimation ; and 'which can -be of low rate onely among that p49 age 
ſort of folk, to whom Solomon faith, How 'long, ye fimple ones, will ye the wiſedom. 
love fimplicity; ——and fools hate knowledge 2 It 1s that. which recommens- prov. 1. 22. 
deth a man in all company, and procureth regard, every one yielding *: 7: 

* attention and acceptance to inftruCtive; neat, appoſite- diſcourſe (that * prov. 22. 
which the Scripture calleth acceptable, pleaſant, gratious words) men 7: 
_ think themſelves obliged thereby, by receiving intormation, and fatiſ- 
faction, from it; and accordingly Zvery man (faith the Wiſe-man) ſhaf Prov. 24. 26. 
kiſs his lips, that giveth a right anſwer; and— for the grace of his lips FI9%- 22+ 15; 
the King ſhall be his friend; 'and; The words of a. wiſe-man's mouth are Fcctes 10.12, 
gratious, Tt 1s that an eminency ao” pg laſting fame, ce 
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a life after death, in the good memory and opinion of poſterity ; Ma- 


Ecchus 39. 9. 2) ſpall commend his anderſtanding, and ſo long as the world endureth, it 


Prov. 4. 7. 


Eccles 


Eccles 1. 8: 


ſhall not be blotted out, hu memorial ſhall not depart away, and his name 
ſhall live from generation to generation. A fame no leſs great, and far 
more innocent, than as of chivalry and Martial prowelis; for is not 
Ariſtotle as renowned for teaching the World with his Pen, as A/exax- 
der for conquering it with his Sword; is not one far oftner mentioned, 
than the other; do not men hold themſelves much more obliged to the 
learning of the Philoſopher, than to the valour of the Warrtour? Indeed 
the fame of all others is indebted to the pains of the Scholar, and could 
not ſubſiſt but with and by his fame, Dignum laude virum Muſa vetat 
mori ; learning conſecrateth it ſelf and its ſubject together, to unmortal 
remembrance. 

It js a calling that fitteth a man for all conditions and fortunes; ſo that 

he can enjoy proſperity with moderation, and ſuſtain adverſity with com- 
fort; He that loveth a Book will never want a faithfull friend, a whol- 
ſome counſellour, a chearfull companion, an efte&ual comforter. By 
ſtudy, by reading, by thinking one may innocently divert, and pleaſantly 
entertain himſelf, as in all weathers, 1o in all fortunes. - 

In fine, it is a calling, which Solomon, who had curiouſly obſerved, 
and exatly compared and ſcann'd by reaſon and by experience all other 
occupations and ways of life, did prefer above all others ; and we may 
preſume would ſooner have parted with his royal ſlate, than with his 
learning ; 'for Wiſedom (faith he) 7s the principal thing , therefore get 
wiſedom, and with all thy getting get underſtanding ; and Then 7 ſaw (then, 
that is after a ſerious diſquiſition and diſcuſſion of things, I 1aw) hat 
wiſedom exceedeth folly (that is, knowledge excelleth ignorance) as /ight 
excelleth darkneſs. EM 

Theſe things and much more may be ſaid of learning 1n general; but 
if more diſtintly we ſurvey each part and each object of it, we ſhall 
find, that each doth yield conſiderable emoluments, and delights; bene- 
fit to our ſoul, advantage to our life, fatisfaC&tion to our mind. 

The obſervation of things, and colle&ion of experiments how doth it 
enrich the mind with 1deas, and breed a kind of familiar. acquaintance 
withall things, ſo that nothing doth ſurprize us, or {trike our mind with 
aſtoniſhment and admiration? and if our eye be not ſatisfied with ſeeing, 
nor our ear filled with hearing, how much leſs is our mind fatiated with 
the pleaſures of ſpeculating and obſerving that immenſe variety of ob- 
jects ſubject to its view? x, 

The exerciſe of our mind in rational diſcurſiveneſs, about things, in 
queſt of truth; canvaſing queſtions, examiningarguments for and againſt; 
how greatly doth it better us, fortifying our natural parts, enabling us 
to fix our thoughts on objeQs without roving, enuring us to weigh and 
reſolve, and judge well about matters propoled ; preſerving us from be- 
ing eaſily abuſed by captious fallacies, gull'd by ſpecious pretences, tol- 
ſed about with every doubt or objection ſtarted before us ? 

Invention of any kind ( in diſcerning the cauſes of abſtruſe effects, in 
refolving hard problemes, in demonſtrating theoremes, 1n traming com- 
poſures of witty deſcription, or forcible perſuaſion ) how much doth it 
exceed the pleaſure of hunting for any game, or of combating tor any 
victory ? do any man's children ſo much pleaſe him, as thele creatures 
of his brain ? = 
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The reading of Books what is it, but converſing with the wiſeſt men 
of all ages, and all countries, who thereby communicate to us their 
moſt deliberate thoughts, choiceſt notions, and beſt inventions, cou- 
ched in good expreſſion, and digeſted in exat method. 

And as to the particular matters or objects of ſtudy, all have their uſe 
and pleaſure. I ſhall onely touch them. ns 

The very initial ſtudies of Tongues and Grammatical Literature are 
very profitable and neceſſary, as the inlets to knowledge, whereby we 
are enabled to underſtand wiſe men ſpeaking their ſenſe in their own 
terms and lively ſtrain ; whereby eſpecially we are aſſiſted to drink fſa- 
cred knowledge out of the fountains, the divine Oracles. | 

Luther would not part with a little Zebrew he had for all the ZTurki/h 
Empire. 

Rhetorick, or the part of conveying our thoughts to others by ſpeech 
with advantages of clearneſs, force and elegancy, ſo as to inſtruct, to per- 
ſuade, to delight the auditours ; of how great benefit is it, if it be well 
uſed 2 how much may it conduce to the ſervice of God, and edification 
of men ? what hath been a more effeCtual inſtrument of doing good, and 
working wonders' not onely in the World, but in the Church 2 how 
many ſouls have been converted from errour, vanity and vice to truth, 
ſoberneſs and vertue, by an eloquent Apo/os, a Baſil, a Chryſoſtme 2 
The peruſal of Zfory, how pleaſant illumination of mind, how uſe- 


how doth it ſupply the room of experience, and furniſh'us with pru- 
dence at the expence of others ; informing us about the ways of action, 
and the conſequences thereof by examples, without our own danger or 
- trouble > how may it inſtru& and encourage us in piety, while therein 
we trace the paths of God in men, or obſerve the methods of divine pro- 
vidence, how the Lord and Judge of the World in due ſeaſon proteS&erth, 
proſpereth, bleſleth, rewardeth innocence and integrity ; how he croſ- 
ſeth, defeateth, blaſteth, curſeth, puniſheth iniquity and outrage ; ma- 
naging things with adrnirable temper of wiſedom to the good of mans 
kind, and advancement of his own glory 2 

The Mathematical Sciences, how pleaſant 1s the ſpeculation of them 
to the mind, how uſefull is the practice to common life ? how do they 
whet and excite the mind 2 how do they inure it to ſtrict reaſoning; 
and patient meditation ? | 

Natural Philoſophy, the contemplation of this great Theatre, or viſible 
ſyſteme' preſented. before us ; obſerving tlie various appearances therein, 
and inquiring jgto their cauſes ; refle&ing on the order, connexion, and 
harmony of t!Mgs ; conſidering their original ſource, and their final de- 
ſign; how doth it enlarge our minds, and advance them above vulgar 
amuſements, and the admiration of thoſe petty things, about whucti 
men cark and bicker > how may it ſerve to work in us pious affeRions 
of admiration,” reverence and love toward our great Creatour, whoſe 


eternal divinity is clearly ſeen, whole glory # declared, whoſe tranſcen- gom. x. 25, 
dent perfe&tions, and attributes of immenſe power, wiſedoin and good- Pal. 1g. i. 
neſs are conſpicuouſly diſplayed, wtioſe particular kindneſs toward us p,. s. 


men doth evidently ſhine in thoſe his works of nature? _ 

The ſtudy of Moral Philoſophy how exceedingly berieficial may it be 
to us, ſuggeſting to us the dictates of treaſon concerning the nature and 
faculties Be ſoul, the chief good and end of our life, the way and 
: means 


'Arde Aboechs 
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full direQtion of life, how ſpritely incentives to vertue doth it afford > 2518: 24 
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means of attaining happineſs ; the beſt rules and methods of prattice ; 

the diſtinctions between good and evil; the nature of each vertue, and 

motives to embrace it ; the rank wherein we ſtand in the World, and the 
duties proper to our relations ; by rightly underftanding and-eſtimating 
which things we may know how to behave our ſelves decently and ſo- 
berly toward our ſelves, juſtly and prudently toward our neighbours ; 
we may learn to correct our inclinations, to regulate our appetites, to 
moderate our paſſions, to govern our actions, to condu@ and wield all 
our praCtice well in proſecution of our end ; fo as to enjoy our being and 
conveniences of life in conſtant quiet and peace, with tranquillity and 
ſatisfaction of mind ? 

But eſpecially the ſtudy of 7 heology how numberleſs unexpreſſible ad- 
vantages doth it yield? for 

It enlightneth our minds with the beſt knowledge concerning the 
moſt high and worthy objects, in order to the moſt happy end, with the 
firmeſt aſſurance. 

It certainly and perfe&ly doth inform us concerning the nature and 
attributes; the will and intentions, the works and providence of God. 

It fully declareth to us our own nature, our original, our deſigned 
ow our whole duty, our certain way of attaining eternal life, and fe- 
(City. ns, - 

It exactly teacheth us how we ſhould demean our ſelves 1n all reſpe&ts; 
piouſly toward God, juſtly and charitably toward our neighbour, ſo- 
berly toward our ſelves ; without blame in the World, with ſatisfaction 
of our conſcience, with aſſured hope of bleſſed rewards. 

It propoſeth thoſe encouragements, and exhibiteth aſſurances of thoſe 
helps, which ſerve potently to engage us'in all good practice. 

It ſetteth before us a moſt complete and lively pattern of all goodneſs ; 
apt moſt clearly to dire, moſt ſtrongly to excite, moſt obligingly to 
engage us thereto; eſpecially inſtrufting and inclining to the practice of 
the moſt high and hard duties, meekneſs, humility, patience, ſelt-denial, 
contempt of all worldly vanities. | 

It diſcovereth thoſe ſublime myſteries, and ſtupendious wonders of 

| xPet. 1.12. prace, Whereby God hath.demonſtrated an incomprehenlible kindneſs to 

Tit. 34 mankind, and our obligation to correſpondent gratitude. 

It repreſenteth manifold arguments and incentives to love God with 
moſt intenſe affeQtion, to confide in him with moſt firm aſſurance, to de- 
light irt him continually wzzh joy uxſpeakeable; whichare the nobleſt, the 
ſweeteſt; the happieſt operations of our ſoul. 

2 Cor. 4-18. .. Tt reareth our hearts from vain thoughts, and mean "_- concerning 
, theſe poor, tranſitory, earthly things to contemplations, MieC&tions, and 
hopes toward objects moſt excellent, eternal and celeſtial. *. 

It engapeth us to! ſtudy the Book of God, the Book of. Books, the 
richeſt mine of moſt excellent knowledge, containing infallible Oracles 

(2Tim.3.15.) of truth, and heavenly rules of life; which are able to make us wiſe to ſal- 
Pal 19-10. oation, and perfet# to every good work. 

And how can we otherwiſe be ſo well employed, as in meditation 
about ſuch things? what occupation doth nearer approach to that of the 
bleſſed Angels? what Heaven is there upon Earth, like to that of con- 
ſtantly feaſting our minds and hearts in the contemplation of ſuch ob- 
jets? Eſpecially conſidering that this ſtudy doth not onely yield private 


benefit to our ſelves, in forwarding our own ſalvation, but enableth us 
by 
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by our guidance and incouragement to promote the eternaþweltare of 
others, and by our endeavours to people Heaven; according to that cx- 

hortation of St. Paul preſſing on Tory this ſtudy with diligence ; Me- 

ditate upon theſe things ; give thy ſelf wholly to them, that thy profiting 

may appear to all; take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto the dotrine, conti- 

nue in them; for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and them that 

hear thee. 

-So conſiderable 1s cach part of learning, ſo extremely profitable are 
ſome parts of it ; Indeed the $kill of any liberal art is valuable, as a 
handſome ornament, as an harmleſs divertifement, as an uſefull inſtru- 
ment upon occaſions; as preferible to all other accompliſhments and ad- 
vantages of- perſon or fortune ( beauty, ſtrength, wealth, power, or 
the like; ) for who would not purchaſe any kind of fuch knowledge at 
any rate; who would fell it for any price; who would not chulſe rather 
to be deformed or impotent 1n his body, than to have a miſ-ſhapen and 
weak mind ; to have rather a lank purſe, than an empty brain ; to have 
no title at all, than no worth to bear it out ? if any would, he is not of 
Solomon's mind ; for of wiſedom ( by which he meaneth a comprehen- 1 King. 4- 
ſion of all knowledge, divine and humane; into which the knowledge *7— : 
of natural things, of Mathematicks, of Poetry, are reckoned ingre- 
dients) he faith, The merchandiſe of it is better than the merchandiſe of Prov. 2. 14. 
filver, and the gain thereof than fine gold ; ſhe is more pretious than rubies, * "+ 
and all the things thou canſt defire, are not to be compared unto her : Her Prov. 8. 1g. 
fruit is better than gold, yea than fine gold ; and her revenue than choice = 0 MT 
tlver. | 3 

f Now then, conſidering all theſe advantages of our calling, it we by 
our negligence or ſluggithneſs therein do loſe them, are we not very in- 
gratefull to God, who gave them, as with a gratious intent for our 
good, ſo with expectation that we ſhould improve them to his ſervice ? 
If God had allotted to us the calling of Ruſticks, or of Artificers, we had 
been imptous 1n not diligently following it ; but we are abominably in- 
oratefull 1n negleCting this moſt incomparably excellent vocation. 

Are we not extremely defective to our ſelves, if indulging a wretched 
humour of lazineſs we will not enjoy thoſe ſweet pleaſures, nor embrace 
thoſe great profits to which God in mercy calleth us ? 

If Solomon ſaid true, He that getteth wiſedom, loveth his own ſoul, he Prov. 19.8. 
that keepeth underſtanding ſhall find good ; how little friends are we to 
our ſelves, how neglecttuli of our own welfare, by not uſing the means 
of getting wiledom ? 

The heart of him that hath underſtanding, ſeeketh knowledge, ſaith $0- Prov. 15. 14+ 
lomon ; what a fool then is he that ſhunneth it? who, though it be his 
way, and his ſpecial duty to ſeek it, yet neglecteth it ; chuling rather 
to doe nothing, or to doe worſe. 

And do we not deſerve great blame, diſpleaſure and diſgrace from 
mankind, if having ſuch opportunities of qualifying our ſelves to doe 
good, and ſerve the publick, we by our idleneſgender our ſelves worth- 

@ leſs and uſeleſs? | 
_ How, being flothfull in our buſineſs, can we anſwer for our violating 
the wills, for abuſing the goodneſs, for perverting the charity and bounty 
of our worthy Founders and BenefaCtours, who gave us the good things 
we enjoy, not to maintain us 1n idleneſs, but for ſupports and encon- 
ragements of our induſtry ? how can we excuſe our ſelves from diſho- 
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duflryin our particular Calling, as Scholars. 'Vol.IIL 
| neſty, andyperfidious dealing, ſeeing that we are admitted to theſe enjoy- 
. ments under condition , and upon confidence (confirmed by our tree 
' promiſes, and moſt ſolemn engagements) 'of uſing them according to 
L their pious intent, that is in a diligent proſecution of our ſtudies; in or- 
— der to the ſervice of God, and of the publick2 © 
; Let every Scholar, when' he miſpendeth an hour, or ſluggeth on 
his bed but imagine, that he heareth the voice of thoſe glorious Kings, 
or Venerable Prelates, or worthy Gentlemen, complaining thus, and 
| rating him; why, ſluggard, doſt thou againſt my will poſſels my eſtate? 
why doſt thou preſume to occupy the place due to an induſtrious perſon? 
why doſt thou forget, or deſpiſe thy obligations to my kindneſs? thou 
art an uſurper, a robber, or a purloiner of my goods, - which I never in- 
tended for ſuch as thee; I challenge thee of wrong to my ſelf, and 
of facrilege toward my God, to whoſe ſervice I devoted thoſe his gifts 
to me. | 
How reproachfull will it be tous, if that expoſtulation may concernus, 
Prov. 19. 16. Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wiſedom, ſeeing he = 7 
hath no heart to it ? NY TT 
Tf to be a dunce, or a bungler in any profeſſion be ſhamefull, how 
much more ignominious, and infamous to a Schoſar to be ſuch? from 
| whom all men expect, that he ſhould excell in intellectual abilities; and 
; ____ be able to help others by his inſtruftion and advice. 
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Nothing ſurely would more grate on the heart of one, that hath a ſpark 
of ingenuity, of modeſty, of generous good nature, than to be liable 
to ſuch an imputation. . Ca 

To avoid it therefore (together with all the guilt, and all the miſ- 
chiefs attending on ſloth) let each of us in God's name, carefully mind 
his buſineſs ; And let the grace and bleſſing of God proſper you therein. 


E Amen. 
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2ns, and unravel all that he for ſo many ages hath 
ping ? | on fach aCCompts did this ee eo pe: 


_dfinÞ a-fair accomprot it, Tegning for it many fatisfatory reaſons, 
Fri Tug the oat equity of the fag als the nature of God, his 
attributes, and his. relations.to men ; from_the. congruity of this pro- 
ceeding to the tenour of God's providence, to his molt ancient purpoſes, 
to the true intent of his promuſes, to his expreſs declarations and pre- 
ditions ; to the ſtate of things in the World, and the preſſing needs 
of all mankind : ſuch reaſons (T fay, which I ' have not time more ex- 
a4 to _ doth the hit oft le produce 1 in favour of this great diſ- 


$C1-@10-WINGE tO CIEAF' wy Ju iy Wy 6 pong 
jeQuons ;5 yet hotwi ing tfer that he-had ſtcered-Fis Quo 
chrouph 41 theſs rocks, he thoup! Pr 56 "winding tp 
the conteſt in this modeſt intimation , "has Nw he could JA ; 
might not perhaps exhauſt the difficulty, or void all ſcruple; that there- 


fore | in this and 1 in all ſuch caſes, for ohtire ſatisfaction we ſhould have 


reads may be theſe. 

x. As the dealings of very wiſe men ſometimes are founded upon 
maxims, and admit juſtifications not obvious, nor penetrable by vulgar 
conceit, ſo may God a& according to rules of wiſedom and juſtice ; 
which it may be quite unpoſiible by our faculties to apprehend, or with 
our means to deſcry. _. 75 6 

As there are natural modes of "being and operation (ſuch as God's ne- 
celſary\ſubliſtence, his produRtion:of. things from nothing, his-eterniry 
without ſucceſſion, his immenſity without extenſion , his preſcience 
without neceſſitation of events, his ever atting, but never changing ; 
and the like) ſo there may be prudential and moral rules of proceedin 
far- above our»reach.;' ſo God himſelf telleth us':- 45"rhe bervbnspre 

higher than the earth ,'ſo are i my ways' higher. than your: mga, and\my 
thoughts thas your- thoughts. - | Sting of them we may beuncapable to 
know, becauſe of our finite naturs;'ithey being peculiar objec s of di- 
vitie- wiſedotti;/ and not to be' underſtbod by'an creatures for as God 
cannot impate the power of doing gll weed o * ; ſo.may henot 
1 Tims Is 17» municate- the" fa Ity of knowing all: nn PE n 
Rom. 16. 27. Yeed.- to'ungod 'birt eprive himſeli 
TR 05. 16, ins ci ' hence is he {tyled-the 'obely wiſe 
ob 4.18. riwelin light fits; ; hence he Ate wen fas tenoc 
pc do veil word faces before him. 
uch rule perceive from the meanneſs 
I yy , 'or-our. low rank among 5 crearure; ; for” beneath om- 
wort ar romp news ane), Arg 
ings | intelligible 10 more 
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Font do uſe (being, derived froin 
| xd. things, or from 1 notions. ſtamped 
ade us ns to his 1mage;. from cor erience, 
d of rational colletion,,. from ms Gods. 


/ard). if they be applied to the dealings of God, will nd very 10 
congruous, or deficient ; the caſe being  valtly a ltered. 5 that. infigite | 
diſtance in. nature, and. ſtate berween, God. and us; and from the um- 
aenſe « ch, his relations toward us have from our ; re tions 
e wag in, ne enquiries about RTE to which our c 
firetch it ſelf, it is imp for-us to be.refolved, and: | 
.the we ſhall ſoon get.our of our to.ſwur 
or.to ſink into diſtruſt: *hEOs made the World at 
'no ſooner or later ;. wh) de it thus, not exempt. 
Jer i why he framed man FO Prince of. vilible creatures 
lible = of fra ſo prone to ſin, fo liable to miſery ; why. ſo ma | 


happen, offenſive to him ; why his gifts are diſtributed with 
quality ; ſuch queſtions we are apt to propound and-to del 
reſolution of them our mind perhaps was not made, to appre 
its moſt elevate condition ſhall attain it; however | in this ſta 
means can come at it ;. it at leaſt being kept cloſe from us among, th 

_ of which it is ſaid, The ſecret thin below unto the Ly rd our God, Dent. 29. 46: 
p45 from others, about which it is added, But thoſe that are 
"revealed belong unto us, and to our children for ever. , 
LIz n 
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Rom. 9. 20. 


foh ;'Þ times his thethods of ating are nor fitſnbjects of on 
Gen. 19.25 conce} ft; for otherwhike God appealalito'the verdict 
Ezck.18. 25+ 


Ic n; when the caſe is fach that we can apprehend it, andthe 
+ apprehenſion of t'tnay condface'to good purpoſes. 


'2,, As the ſtandin rules of God's a&tirig:o the octafional grounds nd: 
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and peruſe the Recgrds of everlaſting deftiny; by which the World is 
ws = ag 26 DW ?' No; Who Knoweth his mind, or hath 
Jer. 23. 18," Wap. 6. #9. ''> * been hi Colnſellour > Who (faith the Prophet) hath 
* Prov. 16.4. 'W[e6. 7--  *"' food inthe counſel of the Lord ; 'or hath perceived 
1 Sam. 2- 3» Plah lo 14 1392 opp 0 ie word > © 
64. 6. nent 4. and heard his word ? 
Job 14- 16 ' © - *.?,, "He doth ſearch the hearts, and try the reins of 
Huts &j 3 wore gved md we 
para * 6 hs, own Ones Y ad re 
JyeyToy 6715970 'T xm 


wdnmoy, in Tels S208 Wgtov Gnbipr 41, "Any iff » | iv i” Ole pig - 
© fra. Th Meg - thoughts afar off ; he perceiveth their cloſeſt inten 
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particulars, and can vnely view the exteriour face or ſemblance of things : 

1 Sam. 16. 7. for” ( as Samuel; in the caſe of preferring Davzd betore his brethren, did 
ſay ) God ſeeth nor as man ſeeth ; for man looketh on the outward appea- 
rance, bat God Iooketh on the heart. 

God alſo hath a perfe@ foreſight of mos events ; he ſeeth upon 

I. 45-11. What pin each wheel moveth, and with what weight every ſcale will 
be turned ; he diſcerneth all the connexions, all” the entanglements of 
things, and what'the reſult will be upon the combination, or the claſh- 
ing of numberleſs cauſes ; in correſpondence to which perceptions he 
doth order things conſiſtently, and conveniently ; whereas we being 
ſtark blind, or very dim-ſighted in ſuch reſpe&ts ( ſeeing nothing future, 
and but few things preſent ) cannot apprehend what is fit and teaſlble ; 
or why that is done, which appeareth done to us. 

God obſerveth in what relations, and what degrees of compariſon 
(as to their natures, their vertues, their conſequences ) all things do 
ſtand, each toward others; fo poiſing them in the balance of right judg- 
ment, as exatly to diftinguiſh their juſt weight and worth ; whereas 
we cannot tell what things to compare, we know not how to put them 
into the fcate, we are unapt to make due allowances, we are unable to 
diſcern which fide doth overweigh : In the immenſe variety of objects, 
onr knowledpe doth extend to few things eligible, .nor among them can 
we pick out the beft competitours for our choice : Hence often muſt we 

be 
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be at great: loffes in ſcanning the deffigns, or tracing the footſteps of pro- 
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wifedon) ; we have not the induſtry, with ſteady application of mind, 


defe&ts are obſervable in the beſt men ; who therefore have miſappre- 
hended, have diſreliſhed, have fretted and murmured at the proceedings 
of God ; we might inſtance in Fob, in David, in E1zas, in Jonah, in 
the holy Apoftizs themſelves ; by whoſe ſpeeches and deportments in 


fome caſes it may appear, how difficult it is for us, who have eyes of Job x0. 3: 


fleſh ( as Fob ſpeaketh) and hearts too never quite freed of carnality, to 
fee through, or fully to acquieſce in the dealings of God. 

_ It is indeed a diſtemper incident to us, which we can hardly ſhun, or 
eure, that we are apt to meaſure the equity and expedience of things ac- 
cording to our opinions and paſſions ; afte&ting conſequently to impoſe 
on God our ſilly imaginations as rules of his proceeding, and to conſti- 
tute him the Executioner of our ſorry paſſions ; what we concett fit to 
be done, that we take God bound to perform ; when we feel our ſelves 
ſtirred, then we preſume God muſt be a-like concerned : to our appre- 
henſions, every flight inconvenience is a huge calamity, every ſcratch 
of fortune is a ghaſtly wound ; God therefore, we think, ſhould have 
prevented it, or muſt preſently remove it ; every pittfull bauble, every 
trivial accommodation is a matter of high conſequence, which if God 
withhold, we are ready to clamour on him; and wail as children for 
want of a trifle. Are we ſoundly angry, or enflamed with zeal ? then 


fire muſt come down from heaven, then thunderbolts muſt fly about, then xake 9. 5: 


nothing but ſudden woe and yengeance are denounced ; are we pleaſed 
then thowres of bleſſings muſt deſcend on the heads, then flouds of 
wealth muſt run into the laps of our favourites ; otherwiſe we are not 
ſatisfied; and ſcarce can deem God awake, or mindfull of his charge. 
We do beyond meaſure hate or deſpiſe ſome perſons, and to thoſe God 
muſt not afford any favour, any mercy, any forbearance, or time of 
repentance ; we exceſſively admire or dote on others, and thoſe God 
muſt not touch or croſs ; if he doth not proceed thus, he is in danger 
to forfeit his authority : he muſt hardly be allowed to govern the 
World, in cafe he will not Ls an his adminiſtrations to our fond con- 
ceit, or froward humour : Hence no wonder, that men often are ſturk- 
bled about providence ; for God will not rule according to their fancy or 
pleaſure, { it would be a mad World if he ſhould) neither indeed could 
he doe ſo, if he would, their judgments and their defires being infinitely 
various, inconſiſtent and repugnant. Again, 

4. The nature of thoſe inſtruments, which divine providence doth 


uſe in adminiſtration of lumane affairs, hindereth us from diſcerning it : 
it is 
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; it,js an obſervation among Phzoſophers,.. that, the 
Nam cum diſpoſiti quesiſſem ſedera mundi, fqgtſteps of divine wiſedom are, to exclulion'of 
THO OO IT ke - doubt, far more conſpicuous in. the works/of na- 
Conſilio firmata Dei — -ture, than in the management of our aflairs ; fo, 
Sed cum res bomimn tantd caligine wi he (ome, who by contemplation: of, natural ap- 


Adfmcerem ——= : : 925 
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Relligio, ce ds 8 
Diod. Cic. /ib. 15. þ. 482+ hs Ie! 
” the beautifull frame of Heaven and Earth, had ran- 
ged the ſtars in their order and courſes; had formed the bodies and ſouls 
... of Animals, had provided for the ſubſiſtence and propagation of each, 
Species; had ſetled and doth uphold the viſible World 1n..its ſo comely 
and convenient ſtate, that even ſuch men) refle&ing on the courſe of 
humane tranſa&tions, have ſtaggered into diſtruſt , whether a divine 
wiſedom doth fit at the helm of our affairs; many thence hardly would 
admit God to be concerned in them, but ſuppoſed him to commit their 
condudt to a fatal ſwinge, or a caſual fluQtuation of obvious cauſes: One 
great reaſon of this ditterence may be that whereas the inſtruments.of 
 . divine power in nature are in themſelves merely paſſive, or act onely as 
they are ated by pure neceſſity (as a Pen 1n writing, or a hammer. in 
ſtriking,) being thence determinate, uniform, conſtant, and certain in 
their operation ; whenever there any footſteps of counſel, any ten- 
dency to an end, and deviation from the common tracks of motion do 
appear, ſuch effes cannot reaſonably be imputed merely to natural cau- 
ſes, but to,a ſuperiour wiſedom, wielding them in fuch a manner, and 
ſteering them to ſuch a mark : but the viſible engines of providence in 
our affairs are ſelf-moving agents, working with knowledge and choice ; 
the which, as in themſelves they are indeterminate, irregular and uncer- 
tain, ſo they are capable to be diverſified in numberleſs unaccountable 
ways, according to various repreſentations of objects, or by influence of 
divers principles inclining to judge and chuſe differently : temper, hu- 
mour, paſlion, prejudice, cuſtome, . example, together with contingen- 
cies of occaſion ( depending on like principles in adjacent free cauſes) 
do move, ſingly or combinedly, in ways-ſo implicate, to the produc- 
tion of ſo various events, that nothing hardly can fall out, which may 
not with ſome plauſible colour of reaſon be derived from ſome one of 
thoſe ſources, or from a complication of them : nothing can appear ſo 
uncouth or extravagant, which may not be fathered on ſome fetch of 
wit, or ſome hit of fancy, or ſome capricio of humour, or ſome tran\- 
port of paſſion, or ſome Jucky advantage, or on divers of thoſe conſpi- 
ring ; Whence in accompting for the reaſon of ſuch events, men deem 
they may leave out providence, as ſupertluous ; eſpecially conſidering, 
that uſually diſorders and defeCts, onely imputable to man's will, do ac- 
company and further ſuch events. ; 
Gen. 45- 5s For inſtance, what other cauſe would many think needfull to aſſign 
Pl 165.17, {Or the conveyance of Joſeph into Egypt, than the envy of his Brethren ; 
2 Sam. 16.10. for Shime7's reviling David, than his baſe malignity ; for David's num- 
, _ 24-1- bring the people, than his wanton pride ; for Feroboaw's revolt, than his 
15,24 Unruly ambition; for Job's being robb'd, than the theeviſh diſpoſition 
Job 1.15,9 of the Arabs; for his being diſeaſed, than a redundance of bad humours ; 
AR. 2. 23 for our Lord's ſuffering, than the ſpitefull rage of the Fewi/h Rulers and 
42% People; together with the treacherous avarice of Judas, and the cor- 
rupt 


__ 
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rupt eaſineſs of Pilate ? theſe events, all of them, are aſcribed to. God's 
hand, and ſpecial ordination ; but men could not fee, or avow it in 
them : what need will men ever fay in ſuch caſes to introduce God's aid, 
when humane means ſuffice to atchieve the feat ? 

5. Indeed, as in nature, the influences of Heaven, and of inferiour 
cauſes, ſo commonly in the produCtion of theſe events, ' divine and hu- 
mane agency are ſo knit and twiſted one with the other, that it is not 
| eaſe to diſcriminate them, ſo as to ſever the bounds of common and ſpe- 

cial providence ; or to diſcern what God performeth by natural inſtru- 
ments, what by ſuperiour efficacy ; when the ba- eo iq.” 
lance turneth from our inclinations, when it is caſt 9% # Ov x were O4dy Toy Ss 
from a grain thrown in by divine interpoſition : hae Socks Tye. diff NO Ee” 
the management of theſe affairs being a conſort, 
wherein Gods wiſedom beareth one part, man's free-will playeth ano- 
ther ; fortune and occaſion alſo do ſtrike in, we not ſeeing the firſt, are 
prone to aſcribe all the harmony to the laſt, which are moſt obvious and 
Viſible. ND RY 
- 6. The more apt we are to doe thus, becauſe the manner of divine 
efficacy is ever very foft and gentle : God diſpoſeth things forziter & Sap. 8. r. 
ſuaviter ; 1o as effe&tually to perform what he defigneth, but in the ©9925 » 
moſt ſweet and eafie way : his providence doth not hurry along like an 
impetuous rumbling torrent, but glideth on as a ſmooth and ſtill cur- 
rent, with an irreſiſtible, but imperceptible force carrying things down 
therewith : without much adoe, without any clatter, by a nod of his 
head, by a whiſper of his mouth, by a turn of his hand, he doth effect 
his purpoſes : winding up a cloſe ſpring, he ſetteth the greateſt wheels gz ,,o- 
in motion, and thruſting in an inſenſible ſpoke he ſtopperh the greateſt iu8«vo1& 
wheels in their carriere ; injeting a thought, exciting an humour, preſen- #* 7%” © 


. . . . . J ecome Plut, 
ting an occaſion, inſinuating a petty accident he bringeth about the moſt Timol. 


notable events. He doth fo faſhion the hearts of men, ; 
ſo manage their hands, fo guide their ſteps, that 3H 1 - ts 5. Fore x __ 
even they who are-atted by him cannot feel the Job 33: 14. 23; 8. 
_ eaſt touch upon them. For, The Kings heart is in Prov. 21. r. 
the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water he tur- 
neth it whereſoever he will; that is by ſecret pipes, by obſcure chanels 
God conveyeth the minds and wills of greateſt perſons (the chief en- 
gines of his providence ) unto ſuch points of reſolution as he pleaſeth, 
io that they ſeem to flow thither of their own accord without any exte- 
riour direction or impulſe : hence do his moſt effetual operations ſlip by 
- us without making impreſſion on our minds, which are wont to appre- 
hend things, as with a groſs palpability they do incur the ſenſes, ſo that the 
Preacher, comparing the methods of providence with the moſt occult 
proceedings in nature, might well ſay, As thou knoweſt not the way of the Bcc. 11. 5; 
Spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that i with ita ſo 
thou knoweſ# not the works of God, who maketh all, Again, 1 
7. God in his progreſs toward the atchievement of any defigh, is not 
wont to go in the moſt dire& and compendious ways, but commonly 
windeth about, and taketh a large compaſs, enfolding ſeveral other co- 
incident purpoſes, ſome whereot may be no leſs conſiderable, than is 
that, which we deem moſt neceſſary, and afte&t to ſee diſpatched; but - 
this courſe ſeemeth tedious to us, who have not the wit to perceive that 
complexion of ends, nor the temper to-wait for the completion of My 
| ſ 
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If God, when we ſeem to need, doth not inſtantly appear 4n our fayqur 
and fuccour ; if he doth not preſently vindicate truth and right, if he 
doth not nip wicked deſigns in the bud, and repreſs the firſt onſets of 
outragious violence ; if for a while he ſutfereth the tabernacles of robbers 
to proſper, and iniquity to lift up its born; then he is in a ſlumber, quite 
uamindfull or inſenGble of us; then he turneth afide his face, or doth. 
behold what paſſeth as an unconcerned ſpeRatour ; then he ſtandeth 
aloof, unready to help us; then doth he hold off his hand, not medling 
in our affairs; in ſuch cafes we are apt to cry.qut 
Eftis ubi © ſuperi: How long, O Lord wilt thou for- 


|. 12. I. $9. 46. 9o. 12. 94». I0» 
ER [ef I _ $4 bo To get; bow long wilt thou bigde thy face? Lord, how. lax 
= 36 Pat 44-23: 35-23: 7: 19z4t thou look on2 Awake, why ſleepeſt thou, O Lord? 
Plal. g0. 13+ 6. 4+ 7+ 9. Bo. I4- why ftandeſt thou afar off 2 why withdraweſt thou thy 
Pſal. 22. 1, IT. 19+ 38. 2: 71-122. hand? pluck it out of thy boſome : Return, O Lord, 


Vid. Hab. 


c Jer-23-20.) are ripe for accompliſhment, ſhall undoubtedly be eftected; for The Lord,. 


. how long ? ſuch are our prayers, ſuch our expoſtu- 
lations; ſo is our blind impatience prone to muſe, and mutter; not con- 
ſidering, how many good defigns God is carrying on in a calm and, 
ſteady pace, by well meaſured ſteps, all which in due ſeaſon, when they 


2 Per.3.9,10. as St. Peter ſaith, i not flack concerning his promiſe, as ſome men count 


If. 30. 18. 


Eccl, 9. 1, 2. 


" Hab, 3: 6. 


Nlackneſs, But is lang-ſuffering toward all men, that is, he certainly will 
expreſs his faithfull benignity toward good men, yet ſoas allo to extend 
his mercifull patience toward others ; he ſo will tender the intereſts of 
ſome,. as concurrently to procure the welfare of. all, and accordingly 
will time his proceedings, allowing the leiſure and opportunities requi- 
ſite thereto: He can; although we cannot, waz? Zo [ gratious ; for as 
in him there are no paſſions to precipitate aCtion, To th hum there are no 
ſenſible diflerences of time, One day beinz with rhe Lord as a thouſaud years, 
and a thouſand years as one day. h 

8. Again, God (as is the property of every wiſe Agent ) is wont to 
act variouſly, according to the ſtate and circumſtances at thungs, or to 
the diſpoſitions and capacities of perſons; ſo as to doe the ſame thing 
for different ends, and different. things for the ſame end; to apply one 
inſtrument to ſeveral uſes, and by ſeveral inflruments to work out one 
purpoſe: ſo he afflicteth good men out of love for trial and improvement 
of their vertues, bad men in diſpleaſure to illuſtrate his power and ju- 
ſtice on them; he encourageth and bleſkth the one, he puniſheth and 
curſeth the other with proſperity ; he reclaumeth both from errour and 
ſin by either of thoſe methods, as their temper. and their circumſtances 
do require: whence it is very difficult for us ever from the. kind of ac- 
cidents befalling men to divine how far God is concerned in them, or to 
what particular ſcope they are aimed ; ſo that well might the Preacher, 
upon a carefull obſervation of ſuch occurrences, eſtabliſh this rule, No 
man knoweth love, or batred (that is, the ſpecial regard of God toward 
men) by al that # before them; becauſe, AL things come alike to all, there 
is one event to the righteous aud to the wicked. Farther, 

9. There are different ends, which providence in various order and 
meaſure doth purſue, which we by reaſon of our dim inſight and ſhort 
proſpect cannot deſcry; God, as the Univerſal and perpetual Governour 
of the World, in his diſpenſation of things reſpecteth not onely the good 
of this or that perſon, of one nation, or one ge; but often (in tome 

eſs 


degree waving that, or taking care for it in a leſs remarkable way) hath 
a pro- 
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a provident tepard to the-more extenfivegood'of a whole people, of the 
World, of 'Y of 


of . poſterity; #s he did order his friend 2hraham ro wander in 
{ nods 


Land for the benefit of-his ſecd; Foſeph to be fold, calutnnia- 
fertersd for the prefervation of his fatnily; Our Lord to fuffer 


how conducible they may prove to general, reftiete, and more impor- 
tant deſigns, can hatdly be farisfied how God ſhouldbeconcernedinthem ; 
the prefent;, or that which lieth adjacent juſt under our noſe, is all that 
we can or Will conſider, and therefore muſt be ill judges of what is done 
by all-provident wiſedom. ; 
10. Again, God permitteth things, bad in their own nature, with re- 
gard to their inſtrumental ufe and tendency ; for that often the worſt 
things may be ordinable-to the beſt ends; things very bitter may work 
pleaſant effeQs; upon the wildeſt ſtock divine trusbandry can engraft 
moſt excelkent Fruit : fin really, and ſuffering repuredly are the worft 
evils, yet from thern much plory to God, and great benefit to men do 
accrue; even from the moſt wicked att, that ever was committed, from 
the moſt lamentabke event that ever did happen, fruits admirably glori- 
ous, and imintenfly beneficial did ſpring ; yet uſually fo blind are we as 
to be offended at fuch things, and from them to raife exceptions apainſt 
providence. 

1x. Allo the expediency of things to be permitted or croſſed doth fre- 
quently conſiſt not in themſelves ſingly taken , as particular a&s or 
events, but in their conjunction or reference to others, with which they 
may become fubſervient toward a cornmon end ; fo that divers things 
in themſelves extremely bad may by combination or colliſion engender 
good effetts; and thence prove fit weapons or tools of providence ; as 
the moſt deadly poiſons mity beſo mixed, that curbing oneanothers force 
. they may conſtitute a harmleſs maſs, ſometimes a wholfome medicine ; 
but we poring on the _ ingredients, and not conſidering how they 
may be tempered, or ho applied by a Skilfull hand, can hardly deem 
the toleration of them cohgruous to wiſedom. Farther, 

12. That providence ſometimes 1s obſcure and intricate, may be at- 
. tributed to the will of Got, upon divers good accompts deſigning it to 
be ſuch: Yerily (faith the Prophet) thou art a God, that hideff thy ſelf, it. 45. 5, 
O God of Iſrael the Saviour. Plal. 89. 46+ 

God commonly doth not*intend to exert his hand notoriouſly; for that ' 
whereas every ſpecial interpoſition of his hand is in effe@ a miracle (fur- 
mounting the nztural power, or thwarting the ordinary courſe of infe- 
riour cauſes) it doth nor become him to proſtitute his miraculous power, 
or to exert it-otherwiſe than upon ſingular occaftons, and for moſt 
weighty cauſes: 'ris not conformable to the tenour of his adminiſtrations 
to convince men againſt their will , or by irreſiſtible evidence _to wting 
perſuaſion: from ſtubborn or ſtupid minds ; but. to exercifg the wifedom 
and to prove the ingenuity of well diſpoſed perſons, who upon compe- 
refit intimations, ſhall be capable to ſpell out ; and forward to approve 
his proceedings. I 

13. He will not glare forth in difcoveries ſo bright as to dazle , to hab. 3. 4. 
confound our weak fight; therefore, he veileth his face with a cloud, and 
wrappeth his power in ſome obſcurity ; ual clonds and darkneſs wh} 
: ; m roun 


YH 
IM 


E 
ny 
23 
| 
Fe. 
K 
$ 
., 
f 
.: 


ey 


266 The unſedrchableneſs of God's Judgments: i Vol. UL 


Pal. 97. 22 round about him ;. he. maketh-darkneſs his ſecret place ; his pavilion rownd 


18.11. about him i dark waters and thick;clouds of the ty. 420 oF 
14. 'He meaneth thereby to improve and. exalt our faith, beingithe 
leſs ſeen, that he may'be the more believed;-faith never riſing higher, 
than when it. doth ſoar to objedts beyond our ſight; when we can approve 
God's wiſedom and juſtice in occurrences ſurmounting ogn.conceit ; «when 
we can.xely upon;God's-word and help, although the ſtream. of his pro- 
ceedings:ſeemeth to.croſs. our hopes. + ren r9ds oldie go: 
\ I5. [t is fit alſo, that God many times delignedly ſhould act in ways 
ſurpaſlipg our apprehenſion, and apt to batfle-or puzle;our reaſon, that 
he, may- appear God: indeed, infinitely tranſcending us, in perfection of 
wiſedom and juſtice ; or that we comprehending the, reaſon of: his ac- 
tings may. not imagine our wiſedom comparable, our juſtice commen- 
3 RITY ..- ſurate to his;- yea that we-in thoſe,reſpeCts do-ex- 
Quod videri, communiter, quod compre- ceed him ; for, That (as Zertullian dilgourſeth) which 


hendt, quod aftimari poteſt, minus eſt ocu- may f ſeen, * leſs than the eyes that, ſurvey it * that 


lis quibus occupatur:, '(F. manibus quibus ITE © | 
contaminatur, Q ſenſibus quibus imvenitur., which may be comprehended, 1 leſs than the hands that 


SE el 53, graſp it ; that which may, be valued is. leſs than the 
i ; ſenſes which rate it ;,it'is God's being ineſtimable, 
Hic eff quo Deum aftimari facit, dum thor makes him worthily eſteemed; his being_in- 
eftimari non capit. Tert. 16. + oe Pines Lean on {2D gs 
comprehenſible rendreth him adorable. 


* 


16, The-obfcurity of providence doth indeed conciliate an awfull re- 

verence toward it ; for darkneſs naturally raiſeth a dread of inviſible 

powers; we uſe to go on tremblingly, whenwe-cannot fee far about us, 

we regard none ſo much as thoſe, whoſe wiſedom we find to overreach 

ours, and whole intentions we cannot found; .it was Elihss obſervation, 

Job 37. 22, With God 15 terrible Majeſty, the Almighty we cannot find him out ; — men 
*94%+ do therefore fear him. = 


© qe ©# 


for ſuccour ; it is difficulty and. diſtreſs ſeiſing on them,, which com- 
pell men to implore God for relief, whickt diſpoſe them to ſee bis hand 
Plal. 58. 34 reachihg it forth unto them ; according to that in the P/a/m; When he 
flew them, then they ſought him ; they returned and enquired early after 
God; they remembred that God was their rock, and the moſt High God their 
redeemer. Again, | ; 
18. It is needfull that the preſent courſe of providence ſhould not be 
tranſparently clear and fatisfaftory, that we may be well aſſured con- 
cerning a future accompt, and forced in our thoughts to. recur thither 
for a reſolution of all ſuch emergent doubts and difficulties; tor if all ac- 
compts were apparently ſtated and difcharged here ; if now right did 
ever prevail, and iniquity were ſuppreſſed; if vertue were duly crowned, 
| | and 


* 
” 
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nd vice deſervedly fcourged, who would hope or fear an after -ecko- 
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This indfed is the grand cauſe, why providence now doth ippeat ſo 
cloudy;, rhat men conſider not how our affairs have no complete deter- 


mination, of final ifſue here: things now are doing and not done; in a 


| progreſs and tendency toward ſomewhat þeyond, not in a ſtate of conſi- | : 
. ſtenct and perfc&ion; this not being the place afdeciding cauſes, or di- : 
ſpenſing rewards; but a ſtate of probation of work, of travel, of coni- 'J 


, bar, of running for the prize, of Towing toward the harveſt; a ſtate of 
| liberty to follow our own <hoice, and to lay the ground of our doom; 
of falling into fin, and of riſing thence by repentance; of God's exerci- 
ſing patience and exhibiting mercy: wherefore as we gannot well judge fhryC.7om.7: 
of an artificial work by its firſt drauglits or of a poem by a few ſcenes, 7's: 
but muſt ſtay till ab{ be' finiſhed or ated through; ſo we cannot here *« 
clearly diſcern the entire congruity of providential diſpenſations to the di- 
vine attributes; the cataſtrophe or utmoſt reſolution of things is the gene- 
ral judgment, wherein the deep wiſedom, the exact juſtice, the perfect Rom. 2. 7. 
goodneſs of God will be diſplayed to the full ſatisfaction or conviction 
of all men; when God's honour will be thoroughly vindicated, his deſpi- 
ſed patience, and his abuſgg grace will be avenged aevery caſe will be 
_ rightly tryed, every work will be juſtly recompenced, all accompts will 
' be ſet ſtreight ; in the mean time divers things muſt occur unaccompta- 
ble to us, looking upon things as they now Mand abſolutely before us; 
without reference to that day : conſidering this may induce-us to ſuſpend | 
our opinion about ſuch matters, allowing God to go through with his , 
_ work before we cenſure it, not being fo quick and precipitate as to fore- | I 
ſtall his judgment ; and ſurely would we but obſerve that reaſonable ad- . 
vice of.St. Paul, Fudge nothing before the timte, untill the Lord come, our | cor. 4. 5. 
chief doubts would be reſolved, our ſhrewdeſt exceptions againſt provi- 
dence Would be voided. — Fw 
Theſe are the chief reaſons of the point, which meditation did ſug- 
* oeſt; upon it (for it is not a point merely peculative, but pregnant with 
uſefull conſequences) divers praCtical applications may. be grounded , 
which the time ſcarcely will allow me ro narne. ; 

1. It ſhould render us*modeſt and ſober in our judgment about provi- gcclus. 3.20: 
dential occurrences, not pretending thoroughly to know the reaſons of Pal. 131: 1- 
God's proceedings, or todefine the conſequences of them ; for it is plainly 
fond arrogance or profane impoſture to aſſume perfect skill in that; 
which paliſeth our capacity to learn: 2: EE 

2. It ſhould make us ftaunch, arid cautious of grounding judgment Luke 13. :. 

* * or cenſure upon preſent events about -any cauſe, or any perſon; for it 
is notorious temerity to paſs ſentence upon grounds uncapable of &vi-- 
dence. , , 

- 3. It ſhould repreſs wanton curioſity, which may agg ap us beyond ſob rt. 12. 
our bounds in ſpeculation of theſe myſterious intrigues; ſo that we ſhall Job ey 
loſe our labour and tinie, ſhall diſcompoſe vir minds, ſhall phinge our ©? 
ſelves into yain errours, or anxious doubts. 

4- It ſhould keep us from conceitedneſs and confidence in our on job 40. 4: 
wiſedom; for how can we conceitt highly of that, or much confide in it, 42: * 


whichwe find ſo unable to penetrate the reaſon of moſt commort and hs o_ 
obvious appearances ; ſo nor-pluſt in its enquiries, fo defeated iti its ex- 
pettations, fo miſtaken in its judgments of things ?. | 


. 


—— 
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 5- It ſhould preſarye us from infidelity , and from deſpair up! 
compt of any croſs accidents occurring here ; for tis unrez 
disbetieve a potion, ethe 


4 


Jisbeties othetwile well grounded, becauſe we cannot afſoil 
ſcruples.or cavils drawn from matters inſcrutable to us ; tis fooliſh to 
{pair of a good event, upon appearances, whereof we cannot appre- 
hend the full reaſon, or final reſult. ; 
> King. 20.9 ,+6, It ſhould prevenspur calfng oftence, or being diſcontented # any 
Mart. 16. 23: events riſibg up before us; for to be diſpleaſed at that, which a ſuperiour 
wiſedom, unſearchable to us, doth order, is to be diſpleaſed at we know 
not what, ,or why, which is childiſh weakneſs; to fret and wail at that, 
which for all we can fee, proceedeth from good intention, and tendeth 


w 


to good iſſut, is pititull frowardnelſs.. | 
Eccles. 8.111 7+ Jt ſhould guard us from ſecurity, or from preſuming upon impunity 
» Ffor our miſcarriages; for ſeeing God doth not always clearly and fully 
diſcoyer his mind, it is vain from God's reſervedneſs to conclude his un- 
concernedneſs; or becauſe he is now-patient, that he never will be juſt 
in chaſtifing our offences. _ | 

_ 8. It ſhould quicken our induſtry inobſervingand conſidering the works 
IC. 26.11, - of providence; for fince they are not eafily*diſcernible, and the diſcer- 
S. 12. ning them in ſomg meaſure is ſometimes bf gp uſe, it is needfull that 
we be very diligent in- contemplation of them ; the fainter our light is , 
the mare attent we ſhould be in looking ; the knottier the ſubject, the 

more.carneſt ſhould be our ſtudy on it. 
9. It ſhould oblige us to be circumſpe&t and wary in our converſation ; 
for the darker the way is, the more carcfull ſhould be our walking there- 
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in, leſt we err, leſt we ſtumble, leſt we firike on ſomewhat hurtfull 


to us. | | 
Io. It ſhould engage usgonſtantly to ſeek God,,and to depend on 
Jer. 10. 23. him, . for. the protection and condudt of his grace, which is the onely 
clew, that can lead us ſafely through this intricate labyriath of worldly 
contingencies. _ TY 
Plal. 36.6. , I1. In fine, it ſhould cauſe is humbly to admire and adore that wiſe- 
—- dom, which governeth. the World in ways no leſs great-and wonderfull, 
Apoc. 15. 3. than juſt and holy; for, Great aud marvellous are thy works, O Lord God 
TM Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, Q thou King of Saints. 


Now. unto the King eternal, immartal, inviſible, the onely wiſe God be 
honour and glory far ever and ever. Amen. 
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HE B. XII 17. 
Obey them that have the rule over you. 


Bedience unto Spiritual Guides and Governours is a duty of great 

importance; the which to declare and preſs is very ſeaſonable 
| for theſe times, wherein ſo little regard is had thereto: I have 
therefore pitched on this Yext, being an Apoſtolical precept, briefly 
_ . and clearly enjoining that duty :mndan it we ſhall confider and explain 
theſe twoparticulars: r. The perſons, towhom obedience is to be payed. 
2. What that obedience doth import, or wherein it conſiſteth: and to- 
with explication' of the duty, we ſhall apply it, and urge its 


: . 


is to be perforttied, they 


I: As to the perſons, unto whom 
> Fenera or Governours of the Church 


ly ſpeaking all Spiritual Gr 
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Heb.13.7,17. (thoſe who ſpeak to us the word of God, and who watch for our ſouls, as the 
are deſcribed ja the context ) expreſſed here-by a term very Ggnificant 
and:appoſite, as implying fully the nature of their charge, the qualifics 

jon ofheir perſons, their rank, and privileges inthe Church, rogetifer 
conſequently with the-grounds of obligation-to- the correſpondent'duries 
toward them. There are in Holy Scripture divers names and phraſes 
appropriate to them, ieach of them denoting ſome eminent; part of their 
office, or ſome appurtenance thereto; but this ſeemeth of all moſt com- 

' prehenfive; & that unto it all the reſt are well reducible : rhe term is 
#y£jevo,, that is. Leaders, or Guides, or Captains; which properly may 
denote the Eblequent barcicolah in way of duty, or privilege appertain- 
inp to them. | 
1, It may denote eminence of dignity, or ſuperiority to others;. that 

AR, 15.22. they,are (as it is ſaid of Judas and $145 in the AGs) a9 ges tyspawc oy 
edApI, principal men among the brethren : for to lead impheth prece- 
dence, which is a notewf ſuperiority and preeminence. Hence are they 

1 Tim. 5.17. ſtyled Te gegarss, Preſidents or Prelates; &% mporor, the firſt, or prime men; 

ea net & weies, the greater, Majors, or Grandees among us : He (faith our 

Mart. 20. 27- Lord) that will be the firſt among you, let hi be your ſervant; and He 

Luke 22. 25. that 1s greater among you, let him be as the younger; and he that u chief, 
as he that dottyſerve # where 6 uetay, and 6 ryguw®T.* (the greater and 
the Leader) are terms equivalent, or iaterpretative the one ot the other ;. 
and our Lord in thoſe places as He preſcribeth humility of mind and de- 

Phil. 2. 29- meanour; fo he implieth difference of rank among his DiſciplesSwhence 


gp to render eſpecial reſpe&t and honour to theny; as to. our betters, is a. 


dufy often enjoined. * : 

2. Itgdoth imply power, and authority : their ſuperiority is not barely. 

grounded on perſonal worth or fortune; 1t ſerveth not merely for order, 

and pomp ; but it ſtandeth upon the nature of their office, and tendeth 

to uſe: they art by God's appointment enabled to exerciſe afts'of power; 

to command, ,to j&dge, to check, <ontroll, and chaftiſe in a- ſpiritual 

way, in order to ſpiritual ends; (the regulation of God's worſhip and 

ſervite, the preſervation of order and peace, the promoting of edifica- 

tion 'in divine knowledge and holineſs of life ) ſo are they iy&uwag as 

that word in common uſe ( as the word #944y of kin to it) doth fig- 

nity Captains and Princes; importing authority to command and rule ; 

Matt. 2 6 (Whence the Hebrew word RU1 a Prince 1s uſually rendred by it ; and 
AR. 5: 3!" 6 n&uwG, is the title, attributed to our Lord, to expreſs his Kingly 
x Cor.12.28. union, being the ſame with EpYNYG, the Prince or Captain,) Hence 

ener 25. are they otherwiſe ſtyled xubtpriocs (Goyernours) baton (Overſeers, 
Plal. 53. 71, Or Superintendents, as St. Hierome rendreth it) Paſtors (a word often ſig- 
x Per. 5. 2 nifyang rule,” and attributed to civil Governours)' tpeoSurren. (Elders, 
2 SAM, 5. 2. _ | : | | 
© or Senators; the word denoteth not merely age,. but office and authori- 


ry ) o CI pe ABVres , ſuch as take care for, The Curators, or Supraviſors | 


o 


1 Tim. 3- 5. of the Church: Hence alſo they are ſigmally and ſpecially in relation un- ... 


to God ſtyled 88% (the Servants) Szrxover ( the 
dg 4 nr is, 16 Miniſters) «crneime ( the Officers) Merrepyor (the 
20s 2 deg LE 1 . publick Agents) cup (the Stewards) cunpyo 
CBI (the Coadjutors, or Aſſiſtants) metobois (the Legates) 
zyiero (the Angels, or Meſſengers) of God ; which titles unply, that 

_ Godby them, as his ſubſtitutes and inſtruments, doth adminiſtersheat- 

_ fairs of his ſpiritual Kingdom : that as by ſecular Magiſtrates Chis Vices 

: Db gerents 
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Ll 
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 gerents and Officers) he manageth his Univerſal temporal Kingdom, or 
governeth all-men in order to their worldly peace and proſperity ; fo by 
theſe ſpiritual Magiſtrates he ruleth his Church, toward its ſpiritual wel. 
fare and felicity.' !' _-* Sn, oo 
+3: The:word alfo doth-imply direQion, or inſtruction ; that:is- gui- 
dance of people in the. way'of truth and duty, reclaiming them framer- 
rour and-ſin:! this as it:15 a means hugely conducing to the 'defign' of eph. 4. rr. 


their office, fo it is a principal member thereof : whence 29oxzAg; Doc- 1 Cor-12- 28, 


Rom. 12. 7. 


tours, or Maſters in dodtrine, is a common name.of them ; and to be 
Tarot, able and apt to teach ( inzver. SitzZar and meg vp) is a chief r Tim. 3. 2. 


qualification of their perſons; and to attend on teaching, to beiinflant in 2 Tim. 2: 28. 
4+ 135 


_ preaching, to labour in the word and dofrine are their moſt commendable 7 rim. 
© performances : | hence alfo they are called Shepherd's , becauſe: they feed 15-5: 17- 


the ſouls of God's people with the food of wholſome inſtruction; Watch- 2.57 4 


wen, becauſe they obſervemens ways, and warn them when rhey-dectine 

from right;'or run into danger; the Meſſengers.of God; becauſethey de- 
clare God's mind and will unto them for the regulation of their PraCtice. 

4. The word farther may denote exemplary Practice ; for to lead im- 
plieth ſo to-gor before, . that he who is conducted may tollow ; ;as a Cap- 

tain marcheth before his troop ; as a Shepherd walketh-before:his flock, 

as a Guide goeth before the Traveller, whom. he di oo 
redeth ; hence they are ſaid to be, and enjoined to:; *Phil. 2. 13, Tir. 2.5 © 
behave themſelves as patterns of the flock ; and the:; : Ha 3:15, 7: 4d. 3. 7 
people are charged to imitate, and follow:them. | EP 7:pt 5 DOT Lhe Ie 4+ 10s 

Such in general doth the word here uſed imply the perſons to be, unto 

whom obedience is preſcribed ; but there is tarther- ſome diſtig&ion to 

be made among them ; there are degrees and ſubordinations in theſe/gui- 
dances; ſome are in regard to different perſons botlyempowred ta guide, 

and obliged to follow, or obey. ST 41 : - 

\- The Church is aczes ordinata, a well marſhalled Army ; wherein un- 

der the Captain General of our faith and ſalvation. (the Head of the Body, 1 Pet. 5. 4. 
the Sovereign Prince and Prieſt, the. Arch-paſtor, the chief Apoſtle of our 31: 
profeſſion , i and Biſhop of our Souls ) there are divers Captains ſerving in 

fit degrees. of ſubordination ; Biſhops commanding larger regiments, 
Presbyters ordering leſs numerous companies; all which by the bands of 
common faith, of mutual charity, of holy communion, and peace be- 

ing combined together do in their reſpeCtive ſtations govern and guide, 

are governed and guided: 'The Biſhops, each in his precin&s guiding 
more immediately the Prieſts ſubject to them; thePrieſts, each guiding 

the people committed to his charge ; all Biſhops and Prieſts being guided © 
by Synods eſtabliſhed, or congregated upon emergent occaſion ; many 

of them ordinarily by thoſe principal Buhops, who are regularly ſetled 

in a preſidency over them; according to the diſtinEtions conſtituted by 
God and his Apoſtles, or introduced by humane prudence, as the pre- 
ſervationof order and peace (in various times and circumſtances of things) 
hath ſeemed to require; to which ſubordination the two great Apoſtles 
may ſeem to have regard, when they bid us zp- | ,_ I or o4 
Tz:Sai a niaAci, to be ſubjett to one another ; their phil. 2. Ea ot Regs 


injunction at leaſt may, according to their general *Tmmornor iam; ne wnicy furs 
Yds Xs £76 cs Ti JVAEKURTI GUT » 


intent (which aimeth at the preſervation of order and Clem. ad Corinth. p. 45; 
peace) be well extended fo far. | Ny 
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Cyp. Ez. 10. Of this diſtin&ion there was never in ancient times made any queſti- 
Ep.122 on, nor did it ſeem diſputable in the Church, except to one malecontent 
( Aerius). who- did indeed get a nams in tory, but never made much 
noiſe, or obtained any vogue in the World: very few followers he found 
in his heterodoxy ; No great body even of Herericks could find cauſe to 
£+.27. £9.55, diſſent from the Church in this point ; but all 4riavs, Macedonians, No- 
vatians, Donatiſts, @c. maintained the diſtinQion of Eccleſiaſtical orders 
among themſelves, and acknowledged the duty of the inferiour Clergy 
to their Biſhops : and no wonder, ſeeing it ſtandeth upon ſo very firm 
and clear grounds; upon the reaſon of the caſe, upon the teſtimony of 
Holy Scripture, upon general tradition and unqueſtionable monaments 
of antiquity, upon the common judgment and practice of the grea- 
teſt Saints, perſons moſt renowned for wiſedom and piety in the 

Charch. _ | Vs _ 
Reaſon plainly doth require fuch ſabordinations; for that without theny 
it is ſcarce poflible to preferve any durable concord, or charity in Chri- 
ſtian Societies; to eſtabliſh any decent harmony in the worſhip, and ſer- 
vice of God, to check odiows fcandals, to prevent or. repreſs banefull 
fattions, -to- guard our religion from being overſpread with pernicious 
herefies, to keep-theChurch from being ſhattered into numberleſs Secs, 
and thence from being crumbled into nothing ; in fine, for any good 
time to uphold: the profeſſion, and praQtice ot Chriſtianity it ſelf : for, 
how if there be'not ſetled Corporations of Chriſtian people, having bulk 
and ſtrength ſufficient by. joint endeavour to maintain the truth, ho- 
nour, and intereſt of their religion, if the Church ſhould onely conſiſt 
of independent and incoherent particles ( like duſt or ſand) eaſily fcat- 
tered by any wind of oppoſition from without, or by any commotion 
within if Chriſtendom ſhould be merely a Babel of confuſed opinions 
and practices, how I ſay, then could Chriſtianity ſubſiſt? how could the 
ſimple among fo diſcordant apprehenſions be able to diſcern the truth of 
it, how would the wile be tempted to diflike it, being fo mangled, and 
disfigured? what an obje& of contempt and fcorn'would it be to the pro- 
we PR 2. faner Wortd, in fuch a caſc? It needeth therefore 
Me ee þ nm exe quads, Conſiderable ſocieties to uphold it ; but no Sociery 
ty ab omnibus eminens detar poteftas rot in (eſpecially of any large extent) can abide in order 
Eccleſia efficientur ſchiſmata, quot Jacer- an, peace, under the management of equal and 

dotes. Hier. in Lucif. pgs | | | 3, 

coordinate powers ; without a ſingle undivided au- 
Nec Presbytetofum carus rite conflitutus thority , enabled to moderate affairs 5 and reduce 
dici poteſt, in quo nuli fr 148*&'+ them to a point, to arbitrate emergent caſes of dif- 
_—OO ; ference, to put good orders in execution, to curb 
the adverfaries of 'order and peace ; theſe things cannot be well perfor- 
med, where there' is a parity of many concurrents, apt to diſſent, and 
_ ,, able to check each other: no Democracy can be fup- 
_—_ REG hoy ver "Ported without borrowing ſomewhar from Monar- 
byterio quiſpians@ loco @ dignitate Primus chy; no body can live without a head ; an Army 
«Hon! exvernanda profit cum ev, quod fi cannot be without a General, a Senate without a 
Ivinitus a jure. Bez. de Mm. ws : | : 
Evang. Grad. cap. 23 þ+ 153: Preſident, a Corporation without a Supreme Magi- 
OS firate : this all experience atteſteth ; this even the 
chief impugners of Epiſcopal prefidency do by their practice confeſs ; 
who for prevention of diforder have been fain of their own heads to-de- 
viſe Eccleſiaſtical ſubordinations of Claſſes, Provinces and Nations ; and 
to appoint Moderators ( or temporary Biſhops) in their aſſemblies ; 
| lo 


it 
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ſo that reaſon |hath forced the diſſenters from the Church to' imi- Le 


s 


tate it. | | | 

If there be not inſpe&ours over the doctrine and manners of the comm: 
mon Clergy, there will be many who will fay and doe any thing; they 
wall in teaching pleaſe their own humour, or ſooth the people, or ſerve 
their own intereſts; they will indulge themſelves in a licentious manner 
of life; they will claſh in their doQtrines, and ſcatter the people, and 
draw them. into factions, ; 

It is alſo, very neceſſary for preſerving-the unity and communion of the 
parts. of the Catholick Church ; ſeeing ſingle perſons are much fitter to 
maintain correſpondence, than headleſs bodies. 

The very credit of religion doth require, that there ſhould be perſons 
raiſed above the common level, and endued with eminent authority, to 

[2 whoſe care the promoting it ſhould be committed ; for ſuch as the per- 
fons are, who manage any profeſſion, ſuch will be the refpe&t yielded 
thereto ; if the miniſters of religion be men of honour and authority, 
religion it ſelf will be venerable; if thoſe be mean, hat will become con- 
temptible. 

The Holy Scripture alſo doth plainly enough countenance this diftinc- 
tion; for therein we have repreſented one Ange/ preſiding over principal Apoc. 2. 3. 
Churches, which contained ſeveral Preſbyters; therein we find Epiſco- ©* 
pal ordination, and jurisdiction exerciſed ; we have one Bz/hop conſtitu- 
ting Presbyters in divers Citzes of his Dzoceſe ; Ordering all things there- tir. r. 5. 
in concerning eccleſiaſtical diſcipline judging Presbyters, rebuking, * Tm 5:7; 
tiene Taos borrneylis, with all authority (or imperiouſneſs, as it were; 2}, gr. * 
Tit. 2.15.) and reconciling Offenders, ſecluding Hereticks, and ſcanda- 
lous perſons. Bo | 

In the Few//þ @hurch there were an #zgh-prieft, Chief-prieft, a Sane- 
drin, or Senate, or Synod, * | DO 

- The Government of Congregations among God'sancient people (which 
it 15 probable was the pattern that the 4po//es, no aticefters of needleſs 
innovation, did follow in eſtabliſhingeccleſiaſtical diſcipline among Chri- 
Nitzs.is) doth hereto agree; for in their Synagogues, anſwering toour Chri- 
ſtian Churches, they had as their Z/ders and Doftours, fo over them an wn 
egyiouwswy©., the Head of the Elderſhip, and Preſident of the Sy- 5npn 
wagogue. 

| The primitive general uſe of Chriſtians moſt effe&ually doth back the 
Scripture, [and interpret it-in; favour of this diſtin@tion; ſearce leſs than 
demonſtrating it conſtituted by,the 'Apgfes ; fox how otherwiſe is it 
imaginable, that all the Churches founded by the 4poſtles in ſeveral moſt 
diſtant, and disjoined places (at Fersſalem, at Antioch, at Alexandria, 

at Epheſus, at Corinth, at Rome) ſhould preſently conſpire in acknow- 
ledgment and uſe of it? how could it without apparent confederacy be 
formed, how could it creep-in without, notable clatter, how could it be 
admitted without conſiderable oppoſition, if it were not inthe foundatiori 

of thoſe Churches laid by the 4po/tles 2 How 1s it likely, that in: thoſe 

- times of grievous perſecution falling chiefly upon the Brſhops (when to 
be eminent among Chriſtians yielded-ſlender reward; and expoſed to ex- 
treme hazard; when to ſeek. preeminence was 1n effe& to court danger 
and trouble, torture and ruine) an ambition of irregularly advancing 
themſelves above their brethren ſhould ſo generally prevail among the 
ableſt and beſt Chriſtians? How could thoſe famous LE: rk ga 
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* Chriſtian truth be ſome of them ſo unconſcionable as to affe&, others ſo 
irreſolute as to yield to ſuch injurious encroachments? and how could 
all the Holy Fathers (perſons of ſo renowned, ſo approved wifedom and 
integrity) be ſo blind as not to diſcern ſuch a corruption, or ſo bad as to 
aber it? how indeed could all God's Church be! ſo weak as to conſent 
10 judgment, fo baſe as to comply in pradtice with/it? in fine, how can 
we.conceive, that all the beſt monuments of antiquity down from the 
beginning (the 4&s, the Epiſtles, the Hiſtories, the Commentaries, the 
Writings of all forts coming from the Bleſſed Martyrs, and: moſt Holy 
Confeſſurs of our faith) ſhould conſpire to abuſe us; the which do ſpeak 
nothing but Biſhops ; long Catalogues and rows of, Biſhops ſucceeding in 
this and that City; Biſhops conteſting tor the faith againſt Pagan Idolaters, 
and Heretical corrupters of Chriſtian doEtrine ; Biſhops here teaching, 
and planting our religion by their labours, there ſuffering and watering 
it with their bloud? | BE og tt s 
I could not but touch this point: but I cannot inſiſt rhereon; the fulk 
diſcuſſion of it, and vindication of the truth from the cavils advanced 
againſt the truth by modern diſſenters from the Church, having em- 
ployed voluminous Treatifes; I ſhall onely farther add, that if any mag 
| be ſodully, or ſo afftetedly ignorant as not to ſee the reaſon of the caſe, 

and the dangerous conſequences of rejetting this ancient form of diſci- 

pline; if any be ſo overweeningly PreSnenk agto queſtion the faith 

of all Hiſtory, or to diſavow thoſe Monuments and that' tradition, up- 

on the teſtimony whereof even the truth and certainty of our religion, 
1Cor.t1. 16. and all its facred Oracles do rely; it any be-ſo perverſly contentious, as 
to oppoſe the cuſtome, and current practice of the Churches through 
all ages down to the laſt age; foſelf-conceitedly arrogant, as to condemn 
or ſlight the judgment, . and practice of all the Fathefs ( together alſp 
with the opinion of the later moſt grave Divines, who have judged Epiſ- 
copal preſidency needfull, 'or expedient, where praQticable) 1o peevithly 
retraQtary as to thwart the ſetled order of rhat Church, in which he was 
baptized, together with the law of the Countrey,-in which he was born ; 
upon ſuch a perſon'we may look as one utterly invincible, and intrac- 
table: ſo weak a judgment, and fo ſtrong a will who can hope by reaſon 
to convert? I ſhall ſay no more to that Point. - 2% Ws 


The #9£ua then, (the Guides and Governours ) in our 7ext are 
primanily the Biſhops, as the Superiour and chief Guides, each in his 
place according to order peaceably eſtabliſhed; then ſecondarily the Preſ- 
byters in their Statiog as Guides inferiour, together with the Deacons as 
their aſſiſtants ; ſuch the Church always hath had, and fuch, by God's 
bleſſing,. our Chtirch now hath, toward whom'the duty: of obedience is 
to be.performed. 1H EST | ed ob oe 

_ To the conſideration of that I ſhould now proceed, but firſt it feem- 
eth expedient to remove a main'obſtruttion to that performance ; which 
is this; a miſpriſion, or doubt concerning the- perſons of our Guides and 
Governours; for in vain it would be to teach or perſuade us to-obey them, 

| if we do not know who they are, 'or will not acknowledge them : for 

Sen. Ep. 93- as in Teligion it is Primus Deorum cultus Deos credere, The firſt worſhip 
of 'Gob to believe God (as Seneca faith) 1o it is'the firſt part of our obe- 
dience to: our Governours to. avow them ; it is-at leaſt abſolutely prere- 
quiſite:thereto. | It was of old a precept of St. Paul to the Theſſalonians ; 
_ 1 Theſſ.g.12. He beſeech you brethren to know thoſe, who labour among you, and prefide 
*® over 
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over er you; : and another to- the Corinehianty Submit your ſelves Caith Ne) 1 Cot. 16. 16, 2 
to. ſuch __ ts rowy one that helpeth with us, and laboureth — then he 15: "0 
ſubjoineth, &Frypidorent TE; Toerus, acknowledge ſuch; there were, it ſee- 
neth, th hr ole Me in the Apoſtolical times, who woah Not know, or acknow- 
ledge their guides 3 there were even thoſe, who would not admit the 
. apoſtles t zernſe Ves, (as St. John faith of Dietrephes) who refiſted their 3 John 10. 
wards (as St. Paul faith of Alexander) to whom the Apofles were not 2 Tim. 4. 15 
Apoſties, as St Pawt intimateth concerning ſome in regard to himſelf ; 
th St were then Pſeud-apoſtles, who excluded the true Apoſtles,  intru; 2 Cot- 9: 2: 
ding themſelves into that high office : No wonder then it may be, that Os 
- thek 'dregs of time, there ſhould be many, who diſavow; and | 
ir true Guides, - transferring the obſervance due to them upon 
old pretenders; who are not indee#Guides, but ſeducers; not Gover- 
- nours, be ac io and facrilegious invaders of this holy Office: The 
y we ſpeak of cannot be ſecured without preventing or correQting this 
_ *grand miſtake ; and this we hope to compaſs by repreſenting a double 
charaQer or deſeription, one of the true Guides, another of the connter- 
| feirs, by comparing which we may eaſily diſtinguiſh them, and conſe- 
quently be induced dutifully to avow and follow the one fort, wiſely to 
diſclaim and decline the other. 
Thoſe, I fay, then, who conſtantly do profeſs, and teach that ſound 
and wholſome dodrine, which was delivered by our Lord, and his Apo- 
files in word and writing, was received by their Diſciples i in the primi- 
tive Churches, was tranſmitted and confirmed by general tradition, was 
. fealed by the bloud of the bleſſed Martyrs, and propagated by the labours 
hk . ie "pd Fathers; the which alſo manifeſtly recommendeth and pro- 
notet 1 true reverence and piety toward God, juſtice and charity toward 
hen; order and quiet in humane Societies, purity and ſobriety in each 
man's ptivatc converſation : | 
> Thoſe who celebrate the true worſhip of God, and adminiſter the 
Holy ha rſteries of our religion in a {ſerious, grave, decent manner , 
purely and without any notorious corruption exther by hurtfull errour, 
or ſup mg ſtitions' foppery, or irreverent rudeneſs, 'to the advancement 
f God's honour , and edification of the participants in vertue and 


»i1 h ot e who derive their authority by a continued ſuccefſion from the 
 Apoſt es; who. are called unto, and conſtituted in their office in a regu- 
-and peaceablewsy, agreeable to the inſtitution of God, and the con- 
nt praftice of his Church ; according to rules approved i in the beſt 
| pureſt Ages: who are prepared to the exerciſe of their fundtion by 
the beſt x Jucation, that ordinarily can be provided, under ſober diſcipline, 
'the Schools-of the Prophets, who thence by competent endowments 
of mind, and uſefull furniture of good learning, acquired by painfull 
ſtudy, 'becom equalified to guide and inftrudt the people: who after pre- 
vious examination of their abilities, and probable teſtimonies concer- 
ning their manners (with regard to the qualifications of incorrupt doc- 
trine, and ſober converſation preſcribed by the Apoſtles) are adjudged fit i Tim. 3. 7, 
for the office; who alſo in a pious, grave, ſolemn manner, with invo- '*: 
10N-of ( ibs bleſſing, by laying on the hands of the Presbytery are ad- 


© Thoſe whoſe practice in guiding and governing the people of God is 
ged by arbitrary, uncertain, fickle, private fancies or humours, 
Nn 2 . but 


CIO 34 Cy 
SOSA "Y ID; 


of Obedience to our ſpiritual Guides and Governours, VolIL 


but. regulated by ſtanding Laws; framed (according to general directi- 
ons extant in Holy Scripture) by pious and wiſe perſons, with mature 
advice, in accommodation to the ſeaſons and circumſtances of things for 
common edification, order and peace. : Ts 1 
Thoſe who, by virtue of their good principles, in their diſpoſition and 
demeanour appear ſober, orderly, peaceable, yielding meek ſubmiſſion 
to Government, tendring the Churches peace, upholding the communi- 
on of the Saints, abſtaining from all ſchiſmatica]l, turbulent and fa&ious 
praſtices. 

Thoſe alſo, who are acknowledged by the Laws of our Countrey, 

t Pa. 2.13, an obligation to obey whom is part of that humane conſtitution, unto 
which we are in all things (not evidently repugnant to God's Law) in- 
difpenſably bound to ſubmit ; whom our Sovereign, God's Vicegerent 
and the nurſing Father of his Church among us (unto whom 1nall things 
high reſpect, inall lawfull things entire obedience is due) doth command 
and encourage us to obey : 

Thoſe, I fay, to whom this charaCter plainly doth agree, we may 
reaſonably be aſſured, that they are our true Guides and Governours, 
whom we are obliged to follow and obey : for what better aſſurance 
can we in reaſon deſire? what more proper marks can be aſſigned to 
diſcern them by 2 what methods of conſtituting ſuch needfull officers 
can be fetled more anſwerable to their deſign, and uſe? how can it be 
evil or unſafe to follow guides authorized by ſuch warrants, conformed 
to ſuch patterns, endowed with ſuch diſpoſitions, ating by ſuch princi- 
ples and rules? can we miſtake, or miſcarry by complying with the 
great body of God's Church through all ages, and particularly with thoſe 
great. Lights of the Primitive Church, who by the excellency of their 
knowledge, and the integrity of their vertue have ſo illuſtrated our Holy 
Religion ? | | 

There are on the other hand ſufficiently plain characters, by which 
we may defcry ſeducers, and falſe pretenders to guide us. 

1 Tim. 6.3 Thoſe who do #rgoWtzozaaAGv, teach otherwiſe, or dilcoſt from the 

Et f,, good ancient wholſome doctrine, revealed in the Holy Scripture, atteſted 

t Tim. 1. 4. by niverſal Tradition, profeſſed, taught, maintained to death by the 

6.4.20 Primitive Saints, and Martyrs ; who affe& novelties, uncouth notions, 

16, 23. © big words, and dark phraſes, who dote on curious empty ſpeculations, 

Tit. 3, 9 and idle queſtions, which engender ſtrite, and yield no good fruit. 

ihe Thoſe who ground their opinions, and warrant thezr proceedings not 
nationes teme- by clear teſtimonies of divine revelation, by the diQtates of ſound reaſon, 
Plantes, lexes, OY the current authority of wiſe and good men, but by the ſuggeſtions 

Tertull. of their own fancy, by the impulſes of their paſſion, and zeal, by pre- 

tences to ſpecial inſpiration, by imaginary neceſſities, and ſuch like fal- 
* lactous rules. 

Thoſe who by counterfeit ſhews of mighty zeal, and extraordinary 
aftection, by afeQted forms of ſpeech, by pleaſing notions, by prophe- 
ſying ſmooth things, daubing and glezing, by various artifices of flattery 
and traud attra&t and abuſe weak and heedleſs people. 

Hi ſunt qui ſe ultro apud temerarios con- Thoſe who without any apparent commiſſion 
venas ſine Divina diſpoſuttone prefictunt, qui from God, or allowable call from Men, Or extraor- 
ſe prapoſitos ſine ulla ordinationss lege con- C;nary neceſſity of the caſe, in no legal or regular 
flitnunt, qui nemine Epiſcepatum dante E- 1: ek i 0D 
piſcopi fibi nomen afſumunt, Cypr. de VUn#. WaY, according to no cuſtome received in God's 
Keel. þ. 296, _ _ Church dointrude themſelves into the office, or are 


onely 


=. 
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onely aſſumed thereto by ignorant, unſtable, giddy, fa&tious people, 
ſuch as thoſe of whom St. Pau! faith, that according to their own lufts : tim, 4 3. 
they heap up teachers to themſelves, having itching ears. | 

Thoſe who are not in reaſonable ways fitly prepared, not duly appro» 
ved, not competently authorized, not orderly admitted to the office; 
according to the preſcriptions of God's Word, and the prattice of his 
Church; notentring into the fold by the door, but breaking through,-or 
clambering over the fences of ſober diſcipline. 


% . 


Thoſe who in their mjnd, their principles, their deſigns, and all their 
practice appear void of that charity, that meekneſs, that calmneſs, that 
gravity, that ſincerity, that ſtability , which qualify worthy and true 
Guides : who in the diſpoſition of their mind are froward, frerce, and 
ſtubborn, in their principles looſe and ſlippery, in their deſigns and be- 
haviour turbulent, diforderly, violent, deceitfull : who regard not or- + 
der or peace, but wantonly raiſe ſcandals, create diſſenſions, abet. and 
foment diſturbances in the Church. Who under religious appearances 
indulge their paſſions, and ſerve their intereſts, uſing a guiſe of devo- 
tion, and talk about holy things as inſtruments to vent wrath, envy and 
ſpleen ; to drive forward deſigns of ambition and avarice : who will not 
ſubmit to any certain judgment or rule, will like nothing but what their 
fancy ſuggeſts, will acknowledge no law but their own will ; who for 
no juſt cauſe, and upon any ſlender pretence withdraw themſelves, and 
ſeduce others from the Church, in which they were. brought up, deſer- 
ting its communion, impugning its laws, defaming its Governours, en- 
deavouring to ſubvert its eſtabliſhment : Who manage their diſcipline 
( ſuch as it is of their own framing ) unadviſedly and unſteadily, in no_ 
ſtable method, according to no ſetled rule, but as preſent conceit, or 
humour, or advantage prompteth ; ſo that not being fixed in any cer- 
tain judgment or: practice, they ſoon claſh with themſelves, and divide 
from one another, inceſſantly roving from one Sect to another ; being gb. 15. 9. 
carried about with divers and ſtrange D arines - like children tofſed to and Eph. 4 14 

fro with every wind of doftrine. _ 

Thoſe, the fruits of whoſe doQAtrine and managery amount at beſt 
onely to empty form of godlineſs, void of real vertue ; while in truth 
they fill the minds of men with ix-paſſions, ill-ſurmiſes, ill-will ; they 

Produce impious, unjuſt and uncharitable dealing of all kinds, particu- 
farly diſcontentfull murmurings, diſobedience to Magiſtrates ; ſchiſms 
and fa&ions in the Church ; combuſtions and ſeditions in the State. . 

In fine thoſe, who in their temper, and their deportment reſemble 
thoſe ancient ſeducers, branded in the Scripture, thoſe evil men, who Tim. 3, 12. 
did ſeduce, and were ſeduced : | | 

Whoſe diſpoſitions are repreſented in theſe epithets : they were awd Tit. i. 10, 
72x70 unruly, or perſons indiſpoſed and unwilling to ſubmit tg Govern- 

. ment; mApnTz!, 229396, preſumptuous, and ſeifwilled, or fell-pleaſing , per, +. io. 
darers : yoyſt U5aw1, ME pri ebien, murmurers, complainers, or conjunttly dit- 
contented mutiners; QDTOK TCKS (TO), ſel f-condemned, namely by contradic- Tit. 3.10,1T. 

tious ſhufling and ſhifting, or by excommunicating themlelves from the 2 Tim. 3. 13, 
Church ; y&mes, bewitchers, 1nveagling and deluding credulous people by 
difſ1mulation, and ſpecious appearances; having a form of godlineſs, but de- yy, ,, 1, 
nying the power thereof ; being wolves in ſheeps cloathing, grievous wolves not ag. 10, 19. 

ſparing the flock ; deceitful workers, trapsforming themſelves into the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, and Miniſters of righteouſnefs ; lovers of themſelves, co- 2 Cor.11.13, 
S vetous, '5 
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Fageea PIVES 


1 Tim. 6. 4+ coverous, boafters, proud, revilers, truce-breakers, falſe-accuſers , tray- 
a Pet. 3-1. ours, heady, high-minded, vain talkers, deceivers, ignorant, unlearned, 


unſtable : | 36 $6 
Rom. 16.17, Whoſe practices were ; To cauſe diviſions and off ences contrary to re- 
18. ceived duitrinie ; By good words and fair ſpeeches to deceive the hearts of 


C1 Tim. 1.6, 'Pe imple ; ,—To ſwerve from charity— having turned afide to Vain Jang- 
7.) ling, defiring to be teachers of the law, underſtanding neither what they 
Eph. 4-14 ſay, nor whereof they affirm. To beguile unſtable. ſouls; To lie in wait to- 
AQ. 20. 19. F 457al To ſpeak perverſe things that they maydraw diſciples after them ; 
2 Tim. 3-5: 76 creep mto houſes captivating filly women; To dote about queſtions and 
3 Tim. 6. 4- w pw bo. on SS RS HR 
ftrifes of words, whereof cometh envy, Ls i , railings, evil furmifings, 
> Pet, 2. 18. perverſe diſputings ; To ſpeak ſwelling words of vanity ; To admire perſons 
Jud. 16 Becauſe of advantage ( or out ot private defign, for ſelt-intereſt ; ) Zo 
Tit. 1. 11. * ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things which they ought not for filthy lucres 
0. . ſake ; To ſpeak lies in hypocriſie ; To preach Chriſt out of envy and ſttife,' 
2 Pet. 2.19. not out of good-wifl, or pure intention ( 8x aac, not purely; To promife 
2 Thell: 3-6, /;herty to their followers ; 7o walk diſorderly ( that F in repugnance to 
* Per. 2. 10. Order fetled in the Church; ) To deſpiſe dominion, and without fear to re- 
ud. 8. proach dignities ; To ſpeak evil (raihly ) of thoſe things which they know 
ud. 1% of (which are beſide their skilkand cognizance) To ſeparate themſelves, 


d. 9. 
yr s from the Church. 


Such perſons as theſe, arrogating to themſelves the office of Guides, 
Ti. 31%: , and pretending to lead us we muſt not follow. or regard, but are in rea- 
2m 1217, fon and conſcience obliged to reje& and ſhun them, as the Miniſters of 
1 Tim. 6. 5 $a7an, the Peſts of Chriſtendom, the Enemies and Murtherers of Souls. 
It can indeed no-wiſe be fafe to follow any ſuch Leaders (whatever 
pretences to ſpecial illumination they hold forth, whatever ſpecious 
oeviſes of fanQtity they bear) who in their doQrine or practice detle& 
tron the great beaten roads of holy Scripture, primitive Tradition, and 
Catholick praftice, roving in bye-paths ſuggeſted to them by their pri- 
vate fancies and humours, their paſſions and Jufts, their intereſts and ad- 
vantages : there have in all ages fuch-counterfeit Guides ſtarted up, ha- 
.- ving debauched ſome few heedlefs perfons, having ere&ed fome 72ex- 
ou9a)wa5, or petty combinations againft the regularly fetled Corpora- 
tions; but neyer with any durable ſucceſs or countenance of divine pro- 
Jud. 13 vidence; but like prodigious Meteors, having cauſed a little gazing, and 
{oine diſturbance, their Se&s have ſoon been diffipated, and have quite 
vaniſhed away ; the authours and abetters of them being either buried in 
oblivion, or recorded with ignominy : like that 7hendas in the ſpeech 
Ads 5. 36. Of Gamaliel; who roſe up boaſting himſelf to be ſomebody ; to whom a num- 
ber of men about 400. joined themſelves ; who was ſlain, and all as many as 
obeyed him, were ſcattered, and brought to nought. ; 
But let thus much ſuffice to have on ſpoken concerning the Perſons, 
to whom obedience muſt be performed. F | 
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HEB. XIIL 17. 
Obey them that have the rule over you. 


Proceed to the duty it ſelf, the obedience preſcribed, which may 
"(according to the extent in ſignification of the word 7«&S:da:) be 
"conceived to-relate either to the government, or to the doEtrine, or 
to the converſation of the perſons ſpecified; implying that we ſhould 
obey their laws, that we ſhould embrace their doErine, that we ſhould” - 
conform to their praQtice, according to proper limitations of ſuch per- A 
formance, reſpectively : 1 
We begin with the firſt, as ſeeming chiefly intended by the words : | 3 


"Obedience, to,eccleſiaſtical Government ; what this doth import we | 
may underftand by conſidering the terms, whereby It is expreſſed, and 

| thoſe whereby itscorrelate (ſpiritual government) is ſignified ; by _ | 

2 fs as amples 
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da amples and practice relating to it, by the nature and reaſon of the mat- 


ter it ett. 
|  Befide the word mi<39z: (which js commonly uſed to ſignify all 
ſorts of obedience, chigfly that which due to Governours) here 4s ad- 
day) a word ſerving to explain that, the word «@rexew, which lignifieth to 
yield, give way, or comply ; relating (as it ſeemeth by its being put 
indefinitely ) to all their proceedings in matters concerning their charge. 
(Tit. 3-1- Inother places, parallel to our Text, it is expreſſed by <zrrzwr2a, the 
nan z) lame term, by which conſtantly the ſubjection due to ſecular powers 
(in all the precepts enjoining it) is expreſſed : "Ojuaies vewrrea waoore- 
1 Pet. 5. 5. 77s meeoourigs, In like manner (or Correſpondently faith St. Peter) ye 
younger ſubmit your ſelves to the elder (that is, as the Context ſhews, 
Luke 22. 26. YE inferiours in the Church gbey your ſuperiours ; 5 y«w77e©. both there 
and etherwhere doth Ggnify the ſtate of inferiority, as 5 T&@eurregs, im- 
x Cor.16. 16. porteth dignity and authority.) . And, «aororreye This 77h, Submit 
your ſelves unto ſuch, and to every one that helpeth with us, and labou- 
Eph. s. 21. 7eth, faith St. Paul ; and aig wrorrom marc, Submitting your ſelves 
x Pet. 5.5: 70 one another in the fear of God, that is, yielding conſcientiouſly that 
ſubmiſſion , which eſtabliſhed order requireth from one to another : 
whence we may colle&, that the duty confifteth in yielding ſubmiſſion 
and compliance to all laws, rules anq.orders enacted by ſpiritual Gover- 
nours for the due celebration af ous worſhip, the-pramoting edifica- 
tion, the conſerving decency, the mpinteriagce of peace; as allo to the 


judgments and cenfures in order to the fame purpoſes adminiftred by 


them. , 
This obedience to be due to them may likewiſe be inferred from the ya- 


rious names and titles attributed:t6 them; ſuch as thoſe of Pre/azes,Super- 
intendents, Paſtours, Supraviſours, Governours and Leaders ; which terms 
(more largely touched before?) do imply command and authority of all 

ſorts, \Leg:Nat e, Fdiciabant Egecuttvs O00 © 

Such obedience alto PrimyivePraQticedoth aſſert tothem : for what au- 

thority the Holy Apoſtles did aſfumeandexercife,the fame we may reaſona- 

bly ſuppoſe derived. tothem ; the ſame in kind, although not in peculiarity 

of manner (by immediate commiſſion from Chr:/?, with ſupply of extraor- 

____  dinary gifts andgraces} andin unlimitedneſs of extent : tor they do ſucceed 
_ fall to the Apoſtles in charge and care over the Church, each in his precinct 
participes ſu- (the Apoſtolical office being diſtributed among them all.) The fame ti- 
_ dg tles, which the Apoſtles aſſumed to themſelves, they aſcribe to their 
Gi. Eccl, Sympres4yters, requiring the fame duties from them, and preſcribing 
| obedience to them in the ſame terms; They claimed 

2 Cor. 10. 8. 13. 10. 

To ordain Elders. no more than in uw 'n further edificg- 

To confirm Proſelytes. tion, and this 1s requilite that preſent Governours 
To exerciſe juri{cQtion. } - Fes ſhould have: Ak pra Aice # gavern ment —_ 

x Cor.11- 34: alſo well be preſumed exemplary to all future Governgurs : As then. we 
I - 56S ſee them Namaras, to order things, and: frame Eccleſiaſtical Conſtity- 
1 Cor. 5. 12. tions, p98» to reftify things, or reform defeits, to impoſe oblervances 
0 _ neceſſary, or expedient to the time ; to judge cauſes and perſons, being 
x Cor. q. 21. ready. t0 avenge or puniſh every diſobedience ; to uſe ſeverity upon occa- 
1921.1 : 2: fhons; with the ſpyritual rod to chaſtiſe ſcandalous offenders, diſorderly 
af ' walkers, perions contumacious and uncontarmable to their injunctions ; 
Tur, 3-19. to reject hereticks, and baniſh notorious ſinners from communion, war- 
Rom. 16. 17, NIDg the faithfull to forbear, Fnverfation with them : As they Gs chal- 
cnge 
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lenge to'themſelves an authority from Chriſt to exerciſe theſe and the like 2 Cor. 10. 8. 
aQs of ſpiritual Yominion and juriſdiction, exatting punttual obedience '3 '*: 
to them ; as we allo ſee the like a&ts exerciſed by Biſhops, whom they #piſcopi fuc- 
did conſtitute to feed and rule the Church ; ſo we may reaſonably con- res 4p 
ceive all Governours of the Church (the heirs of their office) inveſted cypr. £9.29. 
with like authority in order to the ſarne purpoſes, and that correſpondent & #p 55-&c. 
obedience is due to them; ſo that whatblame, what puniſhment was due =. (Fir- 
to thoſe, who diſobeyed the Apoſtles, doth in proportion belong to the mil. ) 
tranſgreſſours of their duty toward the prelent Governours of the 
Church ; eſpecially conſidering that our Lord promiſed his perpetual mar. 28. 2c: 2 
. preſence and aſfliſtence to the Apoltles. | 3 

We may farther obſerve, that accordingly in continual ſucceſſion F 
from the firſt ages, the good Primitive Biſhops (the great Patrons and 
Propagatours of our Religion ) did generally aſſume fuch power, and 
the people readily did yield obedience ; wherein that one did wrongfully 
uſurp, the other did weakly comply, were neither probable, nor juſt to 
mn 1g whence general tradition doth alſo confirm our obligation to 
this duty. k . 3 

That this kind of obedience is required doth alſo farther appear from J 
confidering the reaſon of things, the condition of the Church, the de- 1 
fign of Chriſtian Religion. _ 

x. Every Chriſtian Church is a Society ; no Society can abide in any 
comely order, any ſteady quiet, any defireable proſperity without go- 
vernment ; no government can ſtand without correſpondent obligation 
to ſubmit thereto. | 

2. Again, The ſlate of Religion under the Goſpel is the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; Chrift our Lord is King of the Church ; it he viſibly gover- 
neth and ordereth by the ſpiritual Governours as his Subſtitutes and 
Lieutenants ( whence they peculiarly are ftyled his Miniſters, his Off- 
cers, his Stewards, his Legates, his Co-workers.) When he aſcending 
up to God's right hand was inveſted with entire poſſeſſion of that royal 
State, he ſetled them to adminiſter affairs concerning that government 
in his place and name ; Aſcending up on high he gave gifts unto men— 

He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtours Eph. 48,11, 
and Teachers ; He gave them, that 1s he appointed them in their office, 2: 
ſubordinate to himſelf, for the perfetting of the Saints, for the work of 

the Miniftery, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt ; As to him therefore 

ruling by them, by them enacting laws, diſpenſing juſtice, maintaining 

order and peace, obedience 1s due. . 

3- Again, For the honour of God, the commendation of Religion, and (:Cor.14.23. 
benefit of the People, it is needfull, that inall religious performances things T'* 2- 10-) 
ſhould, according to St. Pan's rule, be performed decently, and accor- 1 Cor.1y. 40. A 
ding to order, without unhandſome confuſion, and troubleſome diſtrac- 'J 
tion ; this cannot be accompliſhed without a determination of perſons; I 
of modes, ' of circumſtances appertaining to thoſe perfermances ( for 
how can any thing be performed decently, if every perſon hath not his 
rank and lation, his office and work allotted to him; if to every thing 
to be done, its time, its place, its manner of performance be not al- 
ſigned, fo that each one may know what, when, where, and how he 
muſt doe?) ſuch determination muſt be committed to the diſcretion 
and care of fome perſons, impowered to frame ſtanding laws or rules "j 
eencerning it, and to ſee them duly executed ( for all perſons without 1 
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delay, ſtrife, confuſion, and diſturbance cannot meddle in it ) with theſe 
perſons all the reſt of the body muſt be obliged to comply ; otherwiſe 
all ſuch determinations will be vain and inefieftual. Such order reaſon 
doth recommend in every proceeding ; ſuch order eſpecially becometh 
the grandeur and importance of facred things ; ſuch order God hath de- 
clared himſelf to approve, and love, eſpecially in his own houſe, among 
x Cor-14- 33- his people, in matters relating to his ſervice ; for Ze i not (as St. Paul 
faith, arguing to this purpoſe) the God of confufton, but of peace, in all 
Churches of the Saints. 

| 4- Again, It is requiſite that all Chriſtian brethren ſhould conſpire in 
=uvxz ſerving God with mutual charity, hearty concord, harmonious conſent ; 
Sg 2. 2+ that (as the Apoſtles ſo often preſcribed) they ſhould endeavour to keep 
Per. 3.8. #nity of ſpirit in the bond of peace ; That they ſhould Ze like-minded, 
5 Wo 4-3 having the ſame love, being of one accord, of one mind, ſtanding faſt in one 
. "i ' ſpirit, with one mind; That they ſhould walk by the ſame rule, and mind 
Phil. 3-16. the Jame thing ; That with one mind, and one mouth they ſhould glorify God, 
Rom-15* 5% zhe Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; That they ſbould all ſpeak the ſame 
2 Cor. 13.11. thing ; and that there be no diviſions wy them, but that they be per- 
1 Cor- I-10 feftly joined together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment ; (like 
ARs 4. 32: thoſe in the Afs, of whom it is ſaid, 7he multitude of believers had one 
1Gor-12-25- heart, and one ſoul ) That there ſhould be no ſchiſms ( diviſions, or fac= 
3-3 tions) in the body; that all diſſenſions, all murmurings, all emulations 
as ſhould be diſcarded from the Church : the which precepts, ſecluding an 
+++ obligation to obedience, would be impoſſible, and vain ; for (withour 
continual miracle, and transforming humane nature, things not to be 
expected from God, who apparently deſigneth to manage Religion by 
ordinary ways of humane prudence, his gratious afliſtence concurring) 
no durable concord in any Society can ever efieCtually be maintained 
otherwiſe than by one publick reaſon, will and ſentence, which may 
repreſent, connect, and comprize all ; in defeA of that every one will 
be of a ſeveral opinion about what is beſt, each will be earneſt for the 
prevalence of his model and way ; there will be fo many Law-givers as 
Perſons, ſo many differences as matters incident ; mothing will paſs 
ſmoothly and quietly , without bickering and jangling ; and conſe- 
quently without animoſities, and feuds ; whence no unanimity, no 

concord, ſcarce any charity or good-will can ſubfilt. 

5. Farther,in conſequence of theſe thingscommon edification requireth 
fuch obedience : It is the duty of Governours toorder all things to this end, 
that is to the maintenance, encouragement, and improvement of piety ; 

2 Cor.13.10. for this purpoſe their authority was given them, (as St. Paul faith) and 

19.8. therefore it muſt be deemed thereto conducible : ir is indeed very neceſ- 
ſary to edification, which without diſcipline guiding the ſimple and ig- 
norant, reclaiming the erroneous and preſumptuous, cheriſhing the re- 
gular, and correcting the refraQtary, can no-wiſe be promoted. 

Excluding it, there can be no means of checking or redreſſing ſcan- 
dals, which to the reproach of Religion, to the diſgrace of the Church, 

t Tim. 1.19. to the corrupting the minds, and infe&ting the manners of men will 
5.5 | ,; ſpring up, and ſpread. Neither can there be any way to prevent the 
17,18. Fife and growth of pernicious errours, or hereſies ; the which affuredly 
in a ſtate of unreſtrained liberty the wanton and wicked minds of men 

will breed, their licentious practice will foſter, and propagate ; to the 

2 Thn. 2. 16. excreaſe of all impiety ; their mouths muſt be ſtopped, otherwiſe $1 will 
> ſubvert 
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buert whole houſes, teaching things which they ought wot for filthy Incre Tic. «. 11. 
=—_ the word $6 > WS will ſpread mn a gangrent, if there * 719: 2:17: 
be no corroſive or correQtive remedy to ſtay 1ts progreſs. 
| Where things are not managed in a ſtable, quiet, orderly way, no 
good practice can flouriſh, or thrive ; diſſenſion will choak all good af- 
tections, confuſion will obſtruct all good proceedings ; from anarchy 
emulation and ſtrife will certainly grow, and from them. all ſorts of 
wickedneſs; for where (faith St. James) there is emulation and ftrife, Jam. 3-16. 
there is confuſion, and every evil thing. 
All thoſe 'benefits, which ariſe from holy communion in offices of 
piety and charity ( from common prayers and praiſes to God, from 
participation in all ſacred ordinances, from mutual advice, admonition, 
encouragement, tes in good example) will together vaniſhywith 
diſcipline ; theſe depend upon the friendly union and correſpondence of 
the members ; and no ſuch union can abide without the ligament of dif- 
cipline, no ſuch correſpondence can be upheld without unanimous com 
pliance to-publick order. The cement of diſcipline wanting, the Church 
will not be like a ſpiritual houſe, compaSted of /ively ſtones 1nto one x Per. 2. 4: 
goody pile ; but like a company of ſcattered pebles, or a heap of 
rubb1 yd 4 - 
So conſidering the reaſon of things, this obedience will appear need- 
full ; to ehforce the praRce thereof we may adjoin ſeveral weighty con- 
{iderations. | 
Conſider obedience what it is, whence it ſpririgs, what it produceth; 
each of thoſe reſpects will engage us to it. 
It is in it ſelf a thing very good and acceptable to God, very juſt and 
equal, very wiſe, very comely and pleaſant. 
- It cannot but be gratefull unto God, who is the Tempus eft, — ut de ſubmiſſione pro- 
God of love, of order, of peace, and therefore can- ven in f De _—_ 0 eek 
not but like the means furthering them ;' he cannot p preg yi nets wad Cypr. Bp. 30. 
but be wo to ſee men doe their duty,” eſpecially : 
that which regardeth his own Miniſters ;. in the reſpe& performed to 
whom he is. himſelf indeed avowed, and honoured, and obeyed. 
It is a juſt and equal thing, that every member of ſociety ſhould ſub- 
mit to the laws, and orders of it ; for every man is ſuppoſed upon thoſe 
terms to enter into, and to abide-in it ; every man 1s deemed to owe 
"ſuch obedience in anſwer to his enjoyment of privileges, and partakin 
of advantages thereby ; ſo therefore whoever pretendeth a title to thoſe 
excellent immunities, benefits and comforts, which communion with 
the Church aftordeth, it is moſt equal, that he ſhould contribute to its 
ſupport and welfare, its honour, its peace; that conſequently he ſhould 
Yield obedience to the orders appointed for thoſe ends. Peculiarly equal 
it is in regard to. our ſpiritual Governours, who are obliged to be ve 
ſolicitous and laborious in furthering our beſt good ; who ſtand deeply 
engaged, and are reſponſible for the welfare of our ſouls : they muſt be 
contented to ſpend, and be ſpent, to undergo any pains, any hardſhips, 
any dangers and croſſes occurring in purſuance of thoſe deſigns : and is 
it not then plainly equal (is it not indeed more than equal, doth nor all 
ingenuity and gratitude require? ) that we ſhould encourage, and com- 
fort them in bearing thoſe burthens, and in diſcharging thoſe incumben- 
cies by a fair and chearfull compliance? "tis the Apoſt/e's enforcement of 
the duty in our Text : Obey them ( ſaith he) and ſubmit your ſebves ; 
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for they. watch for.your ſouls, as thoſe, who are to render an accompt, that 
they may doe it. with jay, and not with grief ( or groaning, ) 

Is it not indeed extreme iniquity and ingratitude, when they with 
anxious. care, and earneſt toil are endeayouringour happineſs, that we 
ſhould vex and trouble them by our perverſe and croſs behaviour ? 

- Nay, is it not palpable folly to doe thus, ſeeing thereby we do indif- 
poſe. and hinder them from efte&tually diſcharging their duty to our ad- 
' vantage? Avon © Upiy Tem, for this (addeth the Apoſtle, farther 
preſſing the duty) # unprofitable to you, or it tendeth to your diſadvan- 
tage and damage ; not onely as involving guilt, but as inferring loſs ; 
the loſs of all thoſe ſpiritual benefits, which Miniſters being encouraged, 
and thence performing their office with alacrity and ſprighttull diligence 
- Would procure to you: it is therefore our wiſgdom to be obedient, be- 
cauſe obedience is ſa advantaggous and profitaÞle to us. ; : - 
+ "The fame is alſo a comely and amiable thing, yielding much grace, 
procuring great honour to the Church, highly adorning and crediting 
Religion: Ir is a goodly fight to behold things proceeding orderly; to 
ſee .cyery- perſon quietly reſting in his poſt, or moving evenly in his 
rank ; to obſerye ſuperiours calmly leading, inferiours gladly following, 
Pal. 135.1- and equals lovingly accompanying each other ; this is the P/almi/?'s, Ecce 
quam bonum / Behold, how (admurably) good, and how pleaſant it i for 
brethren to. deb together in unity | ſuch a ſtage of things afgueth the 
good temper, and wiſedom of perſons ſo demeaning themſelves, the ex-+ 
cellency. of the principles, which do guide, and a@ them, the goodneſs 
. of the conſtitution which they obſerve ; fo it crediteth #be Church, and 
Tit. 2. 10. 5. Zraceth Religion ; a thing which ( as St. Paw teacheth)) is af things we 
ſhould endeavour. TH CS i oa Ls 
 . .'t is alſo a very pleaſant and comfortable thing to live ur obedience ; 
by it we enjoy tranquillity of mind, and fatisfaction of conſcience, we 
taſte all the ſweets of amity and peace, We-are freed from the ſtings of 
inward remorſe, we eſcape the grievances of diſcord and firite. - -- | 
_ The cauſes alſo and principles, from which abedience {pringeth, :do 
much commend it : it arifeth'from the diſpoſitions of foul, which are 
moſt Chriſtian, .and moſt humane ; from charity, humility, meekneſs, 
ſobriety of mind; and calmneſs of pation ; the which always: diſpoſe 
men to ſubmiſs, complaifant, peaceable demeanour roward all men,” eſ- 
pecially toward thoſe, whoſe relation to-them claimeth ſuch demeanour, * 
theſe-a genuine, free, cordial and conſtant obedience do. fignify to-kive 
in-the ſoul; together with a general honeſty of intention, and exemption 
_ from baſe defigns. . Nr ob 0p 
1n fine, innumerable and ineſtimable are the benefits and good frujts 
accruing from this practice ; Beſide the ſupport it. manifeſtly yieldeth 
to: the-Church, the gracefulneſs of order, the conveniences and plea- 
ſures of peace, it hath alſo a notable influence upon the-comman man- 
ners of men, which hardly can ever prove very bad, where the Gover- 
nours of: the Church do retain their due reſpe&@ and anthority ; nothing 
more powerfully doth inſtigate to vertue, than the countenance of au- 
thority, nothing more effecually can reſtrain from exorbitancy of vice, 
than the bridle of diſcipline : this obvious experience demonſtrateth, 
and we ſhall plainly ſee, if we reflec upan thoſe times when piety: and 


vertue have moſt flouriſhed : whence was it, that in thoſe good old 
times. Chriſtians did fo abound in good works, that they burnt with holy 
. . | zeal, 
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zeal, that they gladly would doe, would ſuffer any thing for their Reli- 
gion ? whence þut trom a mighty reſpe& to their ſuperiours ; from a 
{tri&t regard ro their direQion and diſcipline ? did the*Biſhops then pre- 
ſcribe long faſts, or impoſe rigid penances ? willingly did the people un- 
dergo them ; did the Paſtour conduRt into danger, © 
did he lead them into the very jaws of death, and Mie bed diner, Ne megligar Ee: 
martyrdom ? the flock with a reſolute alacrity did quan facere quod velit fine ull correprrae, 
follow ; did a.Pre/ate interdit any praCtice ſcanda- (7 on ——_ Bone moor Be w_ 
lous, or prejudicial to: the Church ; under pain of 14. Pet 3.4. NERD OY 
incurring cenſure? Every man trembled at the con- _ 
ſequences of rranſgrefling : 'No terrour of worldly power, no ſeverity 
of juſtice, . no dread of: corporal puniſhment had ſuch efficacy to deter 
men from ill-doing as the reproof and cenſure of a Biſhop ; his frown 
could avail more than"rhe menaces of an Emperour, than the rage of a 
Perſecutour, than the rods and axes of an Executioner : No rod indeed 
did ſmart like the ſpiritual rod, no ſword did cut fo deep as that of the 
ſpirit ; no loſs was then fo valuable, as being deprived of ſpiritual ad- 
vantages ; no baniſhment was ſo grievous as being ſeparated from holy 
communion*; no ſentence of death was ſo terrible, as that which cut 
men off from the Church :; No thunder could aſtoniſh or affright men 
like the crack of a ſpiritual anathema « This was that which kept vertue 
in requeſt, and vice in deteſtation; hence it was that men were fo good, 
that Religion did fo thrive, that fo frequent, and fo illuſtrious examples 
of piety did appear : Hence indeed we may well reckon that Chriſtia- 
nity did ( under fo many diſadvantages, and oppoſitions ) ſubſiſt, and 
grow up; obedience to Governours was its guard ; that kept the Church 
firmly united in a body ſufficiently ſtrong to maintain it ſelf againſt all 
aſſaults of faction within, of oppoſttion from abroad; that preſerved tha 
concord, which diſpoſed and enabled Chriſtians to defend their Religion 
againſt all fraud and violence-; that cheriſhed the true vertue, and the 
beautifull order, which begot veneration to Religion ; to it therefore we 
owe the life and growth of Chriſtianity, fo that through many ſharp 
perſecutions it hath held up its head ; through ſo many perillous diſeaſes , 
it hath kept-irs life untill this day. There: were not then of old any : 
ſuch cavils and clamours againſt every thing preſcribed by Governours; 
there were.no ſuch unconſcionable fcruples, no ſuch. hardhearted pre- 
tences to tender conſcience deviſed to baffle the authority of ſuperiours ; 
had there been fach, had men then commonly been fo froward and fac- 
tious as now, 'the Church had been ſoon ſhivered into pieces, our Reli- 
gion had been ſwallowed up' in confuſion, and licentiouſneſs © 

Tf again we on the other hand fix our conſideration upon diſobedierice; 

( the nature, the ſources, the conſequences thereof) it will, I ſuppoſe, 
much conduce to the ſame effe&t, of perfuading us to the prattice of thi 
duty 8 ; Þ | 6 

- It is in it ſelf a heinous ſin, being the tranſgrefſion of & edmmanid iri 
nature and conſequence very: important, upon which God-layeth great 
ſtreſs, which :is frequently inculcated in Scripture, which is fenced by 
divers other Precepts, which is prefledby-{trong arguments, and backed 
by ſevere threatnings of pariſhment upon the'trangrefſours. — 

_ Ir is in its nature a kind of apoſtaſie from Chriſtianity, and tebellion 
againſt our Lord ;'for as he that refuſeth to obey the King's Magiſtrates 
in adminiſtration of their office-is interpreted to diſelaim his RR 
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and to deſign rebellion againſt him ; ſo they who obſtinately diſobey 
| the Miniſters of our Lord's ſpiritual Kingdom, do thereby appear to difa- - 
vow him, to ſhake off his yoke, to impeach his reign over them ;, ſo 
Luke x0. 16. doth he himſelf interpret and take it : Ze (faith our Lord) that heareth 
eine 45 you, heareth me, and he that (5 a9rrav, that baffleth ) deſpiſeth you, 
 " eefpiſeth me; and, If any man neg/ett to hear the Church (gr ſhall diſobey 
it, tay 7zegx&oy) let him be to thee as a heathen, and a publican ; that 
: | is, ſuch a refractary perſon doth by his contumacy 
Nec putent ſibi vite aut ſaluth conſtare put himfſelt into the ſtate of one removed from zhe 
Ani; no 19,9 peg una rane Commonwealth of Iſrael, he forteiteth the ſpecial 
dicat, &yc. Cypr. Ep. 61. proteQtion of God, he becometh as an alien, or ari 
: Outlaw from the Kingdom of our Lord. = 
Dent. 17.12 Under the Meoſaical Diſpenſation thoſe who would doe preſumpruouſly 
and would not hearken unto the Prieſt, that ſtood to miniſter before the 
Lord, did incur capital puniſhment ; thoſe who faftiouſly murmured 
againſt Aaron, are faid to make an infurrefion againſt God, and ans 
Num. 16. 11, ſwerably were puniſhed in a miraculous way (The Lord made a new 
mw thing, the earth opened, and ſwallowed them up ; they went down alive in- 
70 the pit.) It was in the Prophetical times an expreſſion ſignifying 
Hoſ. 4- 44 height of impiety ; My people v as thoſe, who ſtrive with the Prieſt : See- 
ing then God hath no leſs regard to his peculiar 


Quo exemplo oftenditur, & probatur ©- Servants now than he had then ; ſeeing they +no 


noxios omnes (F culpe Of pens faturos, qui 


 ſchiſmaticis contra prapoſitos & ſacerde. 1els repreſent him, and a by his authority now, 
res irreligiosd temerizate miſcuerint, Cypr. than any did then ; ſeeing their ſervice is as pre- 

tious to him, and as much tendeth to his honour 
now, as the Levztical ſervice then did ; ſgeing he no leſs loveth order 
and peace in the Church, than he did in che Synagogue ; we may well 


Ep. 76. 


ſuppoſe it a no leſs heinous ſin, and odious to God, to deſpiſe the Mini- 
ſters of Chri/'s Goſpel, than it was before to deſpiſe the Miniſters of 


- 


Moſes his Law. 
[t isa ſin indeed, pregnant with divers ſins, and involving the breach 
of many great commands, which are frequently propoſed and preſſed in 
1 Cor. 16.14. the New Teſtament, with deſign in great part to guard and ſecure it ; That 
Phil. 2. 14+ of doing all things in charity, of doing afl things without murmurings, antl 
Rom. 12.18. diſſentions, of purſuing peace ſo far as lieth in us, of maintaining unity, 
2 7m 2-22+ concord,, unanimity in devotion, of avoiding ſchiſms, and difſenſions.; 
Mark 9. 16. and the like; which wi wendy Nor pry pricg - jt 
n eſſe (ibi cum Chriſto viderur,, qui ad. 10c1udeth the molt high breach of charity, the moſt 
ver Finder Chris fx? 1a Cypr. formal infringing A9s. the moſt ſcandalaus kind of 
& Unit, Bots Fe 338, diſcord that can be, to croſs our Superiours. 

It is alſo a practice iſſuing from the worſt diſpoſitions of ſoul, ſuch as 
are moſt oppoſite to the ſpirit of our Religion, and indeed very repug- 
nant to common reaſon, and humanity ;- from a proud haughtineſs, or 

. vain wantonnelſs of mind, from the irregularity of unmortified, and un- 
bridled paſſion, from exorbitant ſelfiſhnels.( ſelfiſhneſs of every bad kind, 
ſelf-conceit, ſelf-will, ſelf-intereſt) from turbulent animoſity, frowarg 
croſneſs of humour, rancorous ſpite, perverſe obſtinacy ; trom envy, 
ambition, avarice, and the like-ill ſources, the worſt fruits of the fleſh 
and corrupt nature ; to ſuch diſpoſitions the rejeting God's Prophets of 
old, and the non-compliance with the Apg/les are aſcribed in Seripruge ; 
and from the ſame the like negle of God's Meſſengers now do pro- 

cced ; as whoever will obſerve, may eaſily diſcern ; do but res wy 
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diſcourſes of factious people, you ſhall perceive them all to breathe gene- 
rally nothing but il|-nature. 
The fruits alſo, which 1t produceth, are extremely bad ; manifold 
great inconveniences and miſchiets, hugely prejudicing the intereſt of re- 
ligion, and the welfare of the Church. | 
Tt is immediately and formally a violation of order, and peace ; vid. Cypr. 
whence all the wofull conſequences of diſorder and faQtion do adhere 7?: 55: *- 
thereto. unde, ye. | 
It breedeth great diſgrace to the Church, and ſcan- Pons 
dalto Religion. for wigs can appear more ugly than & Wim! ta pwratg : ee 
to ſ& among the Profeſſours of Religion Children & Keelefie preeft ſaperds qurundam prev = 
oppoſing their Fathers, Scholars conteſting with "#0 ontemnture Gypr. Ep. 69. Y 
their Maſters, Inferiours ſlighting and croſſing their Hee ſunt initia Hereticorum, & ortus 
Superiours? what can more expoſe the Church and 7:4," Rape planar + ap 
religion to the contempt, to the derifion of Atheiſts rumore contemnant. Sic de Eccleſia rece- 
and Infidels, of profane and lewd perſons, of wild Fin Fe tore pilenen forie calbcatur, 
F c a , atque unitatem 
Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks, of all enemies unto De rebellatur. Cypr. Ep. 65. 
truth and piety, than ſuch foul irregularity ? 
| It corrupteth the minds and manners of men; for when that diſcipline 
is relaxed, which was ordained to guard truth, and promote holineſs ; 
when men are grown fo licentious, and ſtubborn, as to contemn their 
- Superiours, to diſregard their wholſome laws, and ſober advice, there 
can be no curb to reſtrain them ; but down precipitantly they run into Eccleſie gts- 
all kind of vitious irregularities and exceſſes ; 'when thoſe mounds are 7 prepoiie 
taken away, whither will men ramble ; when thoſe banks are broken <ypr. A 7. 
down, what can we expett but deluges of impious doQrine, and wicked Cypr- p55: 
pradtice to overflow the ignorant and inconſiderate people ? 
Doth not indeed this praCtice evidently tend to the diſſolution of the 
Church, and deſtruftion of Chriſtianity 2 for when the Shepherds are 
(as to conduct and efficacy) taken away, will not the Sheep be ſcattered, Mats. 26. 31. 
or wander aſtray, like Sheep without a Shepherd, being bewildred in va- 
rious errours, and expoſed as a prey to any wild beaſts ; to the grievous 
wolves, to the ravenous lions, to the wily Foxes? _ 
here a fanatical Enthuſiaſt will ſnap them, there a 7%" 79m, 5 andy ainor, Bn 12 
x | , W acyrmy nparidn, iſule alc, 5- 
profane Libertine will worry them, there again a i; p06; we. Chryl. in 2 Tim. Or. #: 
deſperate Atheiſt will tear and devour them. 
Conſult we but obvious experience, and we ſhall ſee, what ſpoils and 
mines of faith of good conſcience, of common honeſty and ſobriety this 
practice hath in a few years cauſed : how have Atheiſm and Infidelity , 
how have profaneneſs and difſoluteneſs of manners, how have all kinds 
of diſhoneſty and baſeneſs grown up ſince men began to diſregard the 
authority of their ſpiritual Guides? what diſmal tragedies have we in our 
age beheld ated upon this ſtage of our own Countrey ; what bloudy 
wars and murthers (murthers ot Princes, of Nobles, of Biſhops and Prieſts) 
what miſerable oppreſſions, extortions and rapines; what execrable ſe- 
ditionsand rebellions ; what barbarous animoſities, and feudsy what abo- 
minable treaſons, facrileges, perjuries, blaſphemies ; what horrible vi- 
olations of all juſtice and honeſty ? and what I pray was the ſource of 
theſe things ; where did they begin; where but at murmuring againſt, 
at rejefting, at perſecuting the ſpiritual Governours, at caſting down 
and trampling on their authority ; at lighting and ſpurning at their ad- 
vice? ſurely would men have obſerved the Laws, or have hearkned = 
tne 
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the Counſels of thoſe grave and ſober perſons, whom God had appointed 
to direct them, they never would have run into the commillion of ſuch 
enormities. 

It is not tobe omitted, that in the preſent ſtate of things the guilt of | 
diſobedience to ſpiritual Governours is encreaſed and aggravated by the 
ſupervenient guilt of another diſobedience to the Laws of our Prince and 
Countrey : Before the ſecular powers (unto whom God hath committed 
the diſpenſation of juſtice, with the maintenance of peace and order in_ 
reference to worldly affairs) did ſubmit to our Lord, and became »urfing 
parents of the Church, the power of managing Eccleſiaſtical matters did 
wholly reſide in ſpiritual Guides; unto whom Chriſtians as the peCuliar 
ſubjects of God, were obliged willingly to yield obedience; and refuſing 
it were guilty before God of ſpiritual diſorder, fa&tion, or ſchiſm ; bur 
now after that political authority (out of. pious zeal for God's ſervice, 
out of a wile care to prevent the influences of diſorder in ſpiritual mat- 
ters upon the temporal peace, out of gratefull return for the advantages 
the Commonwealth enjoyeth from religion, and the Church) hath plea- 
ſed to back and fortify the Laws of ſpiritual Governours by civil ſanc- 
tions, the knot of our obligation is tied faſter, its force 1s redoubled, 
we by diſobedience incur a double guilt, and offend God two ways, 
both as Supreme Governour of the World, and as King of the Church ; 


to our ſchiſm againſt the Church we add rebellion againſt our Prince, 


and ſo become no leſs bad Citizens, than bad Chriſtians; Some may per- 
haps imagine their diſobedience hence more excuſable, taking themſelves 
now onely thereby to tranſgreſs a political Sanction ; but (beſide that 
even that were a great oftence, the command of our temporal Gover- 
nours being ſufficient, out of conſcience to God's expreſs will, to'oblige 
us in all things not evidently repugnant to God's Law ) it is a great muſ- 
take to think the civil law doth any-wiſe derogate from the Eccleſiaſtical ; 
that doth not ſwallow.this up, but ſuccoureth and corroborateth it; their 


- concurrence yielderh an acceſſion of weight, andtrengrth to each; they 


do not by conſpiring to preſcribe the ſame thing either of them ceaſe to 
be Governours, as to right ; bur in efficacy the authority of both ſhould 
thence be augmented ; ſeeing the obligation to obedience is multiplied 
upon their ſubjects; and to difobey them is now two crimes, which 
otherwiſe ſhould be but one. 


SK. 


ituval Guides 


HEB. XIII. 17. 


Obey them that have the rule over you. 


UCH is the nature of this duty, and ſuch are the reaſons enfor- 


cing the praCtice thereof ; I ſhall onely farther remove two impe- 
diments of that praftice ; and fo leave this Point. 

x. One hindrance of obedience is this, that ſpi- 
ritual power is not deſpotical, or compulſory, but 
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di 4t.; not #0 be.per 

Snot to admit {friefidly-ady#e, mot tcorh | 

10dfl of furthering our own.gogd, 18a britiſh thing ; "he Wat oneſF,c 
be ſcared and ſcourged to duty, ſcarce deſerveth the name of a man: it 
therefore doth the more oblige us, that in this way we are moved to ac- 
tion by love rather than fear :| Yet if we)would tear wiſely and juſtly, 
(not like Children, being frighted with formidable ſhapes, and ap- 
pearances, but like men apprehending the real conſequences of things ) 
we ſhould theynorg fear vhele ſpiritpal Powers, becauſe they are inlen- 


ing viſille forges*to tanſtraic 2 {6 Cad 


he hath reſerved t authority to his own hand, 
which therefore will be infallibly certain, and terribly ſevere; ſo the na- 
ture of the caſe requireth, ang-fo God hath declared it ſhall be ; The 
Mart. 18. 18. Sentence that is upon Earth proftounced by his Miniſters upon contuma- 
cious Offenders, he hath declared himſelf ready to ratify in Heaven, 
ſt.aſſuredly will execute it; As under the Old Lay, 

inted to the tri@ſgrefſion/of (me aws, upon whigh he laid ſpec 

ſtreſs, the puſhment of being cut off from bu peopleg/theexecution c 
which puniſhment he reſerved to himſelf to be accompliſhed in his own 
way, and time ;- ſo doth he now in like manner take upon him to main- 
tain the cauſe of his Miniſters; and to execute the judgments decreed by 
Heb. 10. 31- them; and if ſo, we.may conſider that it i a dreadful! thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God : FEgcleſiaſtical Authority therefore is not a 
ſhadow, void of ſubſtance or force, but hatlt the greateſt power in the 
World to ſupport, and aſſert it ; it hath arms to maintain it moſt effec- 
2 Cor. 10.4 tual and forcible (thoſe of which St. Paul faith ; The weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God— ) it infliteth chaſtiſements 
far more dreadfull, than any ſecular power can inflict ; for theſe onely. 

touch the body, thoſe pierce the ſoul ; theſe concern onely gur tempgHs 
ſtate, thoſe reach eternity it ſelf ; theſe at moſt yield a tranſitory fmarr, 
or kill the body, thoſe produce endleſs torment ; and (utterly as to all 

comfort in being) deſtroy the ſoul, _ . ns 
> gc The puniſhment for extreme contumacy is called' delivery to Satan ; 
*@ and is not this far worſe than to be put into the hands of any Gaolor, or 
center, dom harigman2 what are any chords of hemp, or fetters of iron in compa- 
de Eccleſia riſon' to. thoſe bands, of Which'tis ſaid, Whatever ye. bind on earth, ſhall 
Gor, Ep61, be bound in heaven; which engage the ſoul in a guilt, never to be looſed; 
except by ſore contrition, and ſerious repentance? what are any ſcour- 
ges to. St. Pau/'s rod, laſhing the heart and conſcience with flinging re- 
X | morle 3 
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morſe; what any axes or faulchions to that ſword of the ſpirit ; which 
cutteth off a member from the body of Chriſt ; what are any faggots 
and torches to that unquenchable fre and brim/tone of the infernal lake; 
what, in fine, doth any condeminatioh- here ſignify to that horrible 
curſe, which devoteth an incorrigible ſoul to the bottomleſs pit ? 

It is therefore indeed a great advantage to this power that it is ſpi- 
' ritual. | | 

2. Another grand obſtruction to the praftice of this duty is, pretence 
to ſcruple about the lawfulneſs, or diſlatisfa&ion in the expedience of 
that, which our Governours preſcribe, that we are able to advance ob- 
je&tions againſt their decrees, that we can eſpy inconveniences, au 
upon their orders; that we imagine the conſtitution may be reforrned, cypr. xp.50i 
ſo as to become more pure, more convenient; and comely, more ſer- & 52(8-97-) 
viceable to edification ; that we cannot fanſie that to be beſt, which 
they enjoin: For removing this obſtrution let me onely propound ſome 
queſtions. NE Eo 

Were not any Government appointed invain, if ſuch pretences might 4,,;;1.,; «. 
exempt, or excuſe from conformity to its orders? can ſuch ever be wan- 1& # acme, 
ting? is there any thing deviſeable, which may not be impugned by ſome _ on 
plauſible reaſon, which may not diſguſt a ſqueamiſh humour ? is there hf. 7. 41. 
any matter fo clearly innocent, the lawfulneſs whereof a weak mind 
will not queſtion, any thing ſo firm and ſolid, in which a ſmall acute- 
neſs of wit cannot pick a hole, any thing ſo indiſputably certain, that 
whoever affecteth. to cavil may not eaſily deviſe ſome objeCtions a- 
gainft it ? | 

Is thereany thing here, that hath no inconveniences attending it? are 
not in all hamane things conveniences, and inconveniences ſo mixt and 
complicated, that it is impoſlible to diſentangle and ſever them? can 
there be any conſtitution under Heaven ſo abſolutely pure'and perfect, 
that no blemiſh or defect ſhall appear therein? can any providence of 
man foreſee, any care prevent, any induſtry remedy all inconveniences 
poſſible? Is a reformation fatisfaQtory to all fancies any-wiſe practicable; 
and are they not fitter to live in the Platonick Idea of a Commonwealth, 
than in any real ſociety, who preſs for ſuch an one? to be'facile and 
complaiſant in other caſes, bearing with things which do not pleaſe us, 
is eſtemed commendable, a courteous and humane practice, why ſhould 
it not be much more reaſonable to condeſcend to our Superiours, and 3 
comport with their practice? is 1t not very diſcourteous to deny them þ 
the reſpect which we allow to others, or to refuſe that advantage to pub- : 
lick tranſactions , Which we think fit to grant unto private' conver- 
ſation ? 


To what purpoſe did God inſtitute a Government, oO 

if the reſolutions thereof muſt be ſuſpended, till every ag LAOS Ti egiglu ( mATHAY 
: : . P_ | gery, Ma x, Thw Juvariy. Ari 

man is fatisfied with them ; or if its ſtate muſt be. po. , x. 
altered fo often, as any man can pick in it matter - 
of offence or diſlike ; or if the proceedings thereof . ” ne ere Frenli maryd 
muſt be ſhaped according to the numberleſs varie- Fac. r. p. 450. Oho, a 
ties of different and repugnant fancies? FEA 

Are, I pray, the objections againſt obedience ſo clear, and cogent, 
as are the commands; which enjoin, and the reaſons, which enforce it ? 
are the inconveniences adhering to it apparently fo grievous, as are the 
miſehiets,, which ſpring from difobedience 2 do rhey in a juſt balance 3 
"FP 3 counter- | 
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counterpoiſe the diſparagement of authority, the violation of order, the 
diſturbance of peace, the obſtruftion of edification, which Ciſobedience 
pom "Po the indie: (or ceativs. if we will 1h 
| o the ſcruples (or reaſons, if we will call them 
Een Go en ht fg ſo) which we cri amount to ſuch a ſtrength 
rud credulitate irreligisd, Gc. Cypr. and evidence, as to outweigh the judgment of thoſe, 
nt Tag * Mas, 9prims © 4 whom God hath authorized by his Commiſtion, * 
poſi whom he doth enable by his grace to inſtruct and 
guide us? May not thoſe, whoſe office it is to judge of ſuch things; 
whoſe buſineſs it is to ſtudy for skill in order to that purpoſe, who have 
molt experience in thoſe affairs ſpecially belonging to them, be reaſo- 
nably deemed moſt able to judge both for themſelves, and us what is 
lawfull, and what expedient? have they not eyes to fee what we doe, 
and hearts to judge concerning the force of our pretences, as well 
as WE: | 
Qui fidei@ 1s it pot a deſign of their office to reſolve our doubts, and void ou 
poi he ſcruples in ſuch caſes, that we may a& ſecurely and quietly, being di- 
; Fp. 72, rected by better judgments than our own? Are they not ſtrictly obliged 
t- in conſcience, are they not deeply engaged by intereſt to govern us in 
the beſt manner? Is it therefore wiſedom, is it modeſty, is it juſtice for 
us to advance our private conceits againſt their moſt deliberate publick 
reſolutions? may we not in fo doing miſtake ; may we not be blind, or 
weak (not to ſay fond, or proud, or perverſe) and ſhall thoſe dete&ts 
or defaults of ours evacuate ſo many commands of God, and render his 
ſo noble, ſo needfull an ordinance quite inſignificant ? 

Do we eſpecially fem to be in earneſt, or appear otherwiſe than il- 
luſively to palliate our naughty aftections, and ſiniſter reſpe&ts, when 
we ground the juſtification of our non-conformity upon dark ſubtilties, 
and intricate quirks; which it is hard to conceive that we underſtand our 
ſelves, and whereof very perſpicacious men cannot apprehend the force 2 
Do we think we ſhall be innocent men, becauſe we are ſmart Sophiſters; 
or that God will excuſe from our duty, becauſe we can perplex men 
with our diſcourſes? or that we are bound to doe nothing, becauſe we 
are able to ſay ſomewhat againſt all things ? | 

Would we not doe well to conſider, what huge danger they incur, 
and how maſly a load of guilt they muſt undergo, upon whom ſhall be 
charged all thoſe fad diſorders, and horrid miſchiets, which are naturally 
conſequent on diſobedience ; what if confuſion of things, if corruption 
of manners, if oppreſſion of truth, it diſſolution of the Church do thence 
enſue ; what a caſe then ſhall we be in, who confer ſo much thereto 2 
would not ſuch conſiderations be apt to beget ſcruples far more diſquie- 
ting an honeſt, and truly conſcientious mind, than any ſuch either pro- 
found ſubtilties, or ſuperficial plauſibilities can doe ; which Diſſenters 
are wont to alledge ? For needeth he not to have extreme reaſon (reaſon 
extremely ſtrong, and evident) who dareth to refuſe that obedience, 
which God fo plainly commandeth, by which his own authority is main- 
tained, on which the ſafety, proſperity, and peace of the Church de- 

ndeth, in which the ſupport of Religion, and the weltare of number- 
leſs ſouls is deeply concerned ? 

Did, let me farther ask, the 4poſt/es, when they ſettled orders in the 
Church, when they impoſed what they conceived needfull for edifica- 
tion, and decency, when they inflifted ſpiritual chaſtiſements i dif 

orderly 
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orderly walkers, regard ſuch pretences ? or had thoſe ſelt-conceited, and | 
ſelf-willed people (who obeyed not their words, but refſted and rejeQted 2 Tim. 4 15. 
them) no ſuch pretences? had they nothing, think we, to fay for 9m 20. 
themſelves, nothing to obje& againſt the Apoſtolick orders, and pro- ;, 6. * 
ceedings? they had ſurely ; they failed not to find faults in the eſtabliſh- 4 
ment, and to pretend a kind of tender conſcience for their diſobedience ; 4 
yet this hindred not, but that the Apoſtles condemned their misbeha- 1 
viour and inflifted ſeyere cenſures upon them ? 

Did not alſo the primitive Bzſhops (and all ſpiritual Governours down 
from the beginning every-where almoſt to theſe days of contention and 
diſorder ) proceed in the ſame courſe ; not fearing to enact ſuch laws 
concerning indifferent matters, and circumſtances of Religion, as ſee- 
med to them conducible to the good of the Church 2? did not all good 
People readily comply with their orders, how painfull foever, or difa- 
greeable to fleſh and bloud, without conteſt, or ſcruple 2 yet had not 
they as much wit, and no lefs conſcience than our ſelves? They who 
had wiſedom enough to deſcry the truth of our Religion through all the 
clouds of obloquy and diſgrace, which it lay under ; who had zeal and 
conſtancy to bear the hardeſt brunts of perſecution againſt it ; were 
they ſuch fools as to ſee no fault, fo ſtupid as to reſent nothing, or ſo 
looſe as to comply with any thing ? No ſurely ; they were in truth fo 
wiſe as to know their duty, and ſo honeſt as to obſerve it. 


If theſe conſiderations will not fatisfy, I have done ; and proceed to 
the next Point of our duty, to which the precept in our Text may ex- 
tend ; concerning the doctrine of our Guides : In which reſpeC it may 
be conceived to imply the following particulars, to be performed by us, 
as inſtances, or parts, or degrees thereof. 

1. We ſhould readily, and gladly addreſs our ſelves to hear them ; 
not out of profane and wilfull contempt, or flothfull negligence decli- 
ning to attend upon their inſtructions : There were of old thoſe, of 
whom the Prophers complain, who would not fo much as hearken to 4, ,. ;; 
the words of thoſe, whom God ſent unto them ; bur ſtopped their ears, Prov. r. 24. 
withdrew the ſhoulder, and hardned the neck, and would not hear ; there 55 '2- 
were thoſe in the Evangelical times, who did drw9dv > Afyor, thruft Jer. 4. 13. 
away the word of. God, judging themſelves unworthy of eternal life ; who 51% 
would not admit, or hear the word of life, and overtures of grace propoun- Fs if s 
ded by the Apoſtles ; There were Gadarenes , who beſeeched our Lord Luke 8. 37. 
himſelf to depart from their Coaſts ; There have always been deaf 4d- Pal. 58. 4, c. 
ders, who ſtop their ears to the voice of the Charmer, charm he never ſq 
wiſely ; No wonder then if now there be thoſe, who will not fo much as ' 
allow a hearing to the Meſſengers of God, and the Guides of their ſoul : 
ſome out of a ta&tious prejudice againſt their office, or their perſons, or 
their way do ſhun them, giving themſelves over toghe condutt of Se- 
ducers; ſome out of a profane neglect of all Relifion, out of being 
wholly poſſeſſed with worldly cares, and deſires, out of ſtupidity and 
floth ( indifpoſing them to mind any thing that is ſerious ) will not at- 
ford them any regard : All theſe are extremely blameable, offenſive to 
God, and injurious to themſelves : It is a heinous affront ro God (im- 
plying an hoſtile diſpoſition toward him, an unwillingneſs to have any 
correipondence with him ) to refuſe ſo much as audience to his Ambal- 


ſadours ; It is an interpretative repulſing him ; ſo of old he a it; 
1 (taith 


PE 
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Jer. 7. 13. I (faith he) ſpake unto you, riſing early, and ſpeaking, but ye heard not, 1 
Luke 10. 16. caſed you, but ye anſwered not ; 10 under the Goſpel, Ze (faith our qr: 


that heareth you, heareth me ; and he that deſpiſeth (or regardeth not 


{in Cr ;. 20. you, deſpiſeth me ; and, We are Ambaſſadours of Chriſt, as though God 


did beſeech you by us ; we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead be reconciled to God. 
It is a ſtarving our ſouls, depriving them of that food, which God hath 
provided for them ; It is keeping our ſelves at diſtance from any means 
or poſſibility of being well informed and quickned to the practice of our 
duty, of being reclaimed from our errours, and fins; it is the way to 
become hardned in impiety, or ſinking into a reprobate ſenſe : This is 
the firſt ſlep to obedience ; for how can we believe, except we hear 2 this 


Jam, 1-19 is that, which St. James urgeth, Let every man be quick to hear ; and 
1 Pet. 2. 2: Which St. Peter thus enjoineth : Like new-born babes defire the fincere 


milk of the word, that we may grow thereby ; We ſhould eſpecially be 
quick and ready to hear thoſe, whom God hath authorized and appoin- 
ted to ſpeak ; we ſhould defire to ſuck the milk of the word from thole, 
who are our ſpiritual Parents, and Nurſes. | 

2.” We ſhould hear them with ſerious, earneſt attention, and confide- 
ration; fo that we may well underſtand, may be able to weigh, may 
retain in memory, and may become duly atie&ted with their ditcourles ; 
We muſt not hear them drowſily and ſlightly, as if we were nothing 
concerned, or were hearing an impertinent tale ; their word ſhould not 
paſs through the ears, and ſlip away without effe ; but ſink into the 


Matt. 13-5 underſtanding, into the memory, into the heart ; like the good ſeed tal- 


Heb. 2. I. 


ling into a depth of earth, able to afford it root, and nouriſhment ; there- 
fore we muſt attend diligently thereto : ze cooortigas 8y Id merryew, we 
ſhould therefore give more abundant heed ( as the Apoſtle faith) to the 
things we hear, leſt at any time we ſhould let them ſlip. This duty the 


iThefl. 2.13- Nature and importance of their word requireth : /t i the word not of 


men, but in truth the word of the great God, ( his word as proceeding 
from him, as declaring his mind and will, as tendring his overtures of 
grace and mercy) which as ſuch challengeth great regard and awe ; it 
informeth us of our chief duties, it furthereth our main intereſts, it gui- 
deth us into, it urgeth us forward in the way to eternal happineſs; 'tis 


Jam. 1.211 the word that is able to ſave our ſouls ; to render us wiſe unto ſalvation ; 


It therefore claimeth, and defſerveth from us molt earneſt attention ; it 
is a great indignity and folly not to yield it. | 
3- We ſhould to their inſtrutions bring good diſpoſitions of mind , 
ſuch as may render them moſt effeftual and truitfull to us; Such as are 
right intention, candour, docility, meekneſs. 
. We ſhould not be induced to hear them out of curioſity, (as having 
itching ears) being deſirous to hear ſome new things, ſome fine notions, 
ſome taking diſcourſe; ſomewhat to fanſie or talk pleaſantly about; (as 


ARs 17-21- the Athenians heqgd St. Paul not out of cenſoriouſneſs, or inclination to 
Luke 11. 54- Criticize, and findRault (as the Phariſees heard our Saviour, Laying wait 


for him, and ſeeking to catch ſomething out of his mouth, that they might 
accuſe him) not out of deſign to gratity our paſſions in hearing them, to 
reprove other perſons; or for any ſuch corrupt and ſiniſter intention, 
but altogether out of pure deſign that we may be improved in know- 
ledge, and excited to the praftice of our duty. | 


We ſhould not come to hear them with minds imbued with il1 - 
cy 
of 


dices, and partial atfetions, which may obſtruct the virtue and e 


jt and 
pff all thoſe indiſpoſitions of ſoul (all dulneſs, and 
jo” ep and peryerſeneſs, all pride and ſelf-conceitednels, all corrupt af- 

Hon and 


the Word, our yielding affent to it, our receiving impreſſion fron 1t : 
There were thoſe, concerning whom the: 4poft/c ſaid, that he could not 
. proceed in his diſcourſe, becauſe they were »w9e g! ® axnaic, dull of bear- tie. 5. rt. 
ing (or ſluggiſh'in hearing,) who were indiſpoſed to. hear, and uncapa- (1Gvr- 3-2) 
Rand, becauſe they would'not. be atthe pains to rouſe up their ” 


bleto und 
fancies, -and fix their minds upon a ſerious conſideration of things: there 
were thoſe, who had a ſpirit of /umper', eyes not to ſee, and ears mt ro, 
hear ; who. did. hear with the ear, but /mat underſtand ; ſeeing did ſee, Rot ba. & 
but wot perceive; -for their heart had waxed groſs, their ears were tull of IT.6 9 
bearing ; and'their eyes were cloſed; Such indocile perſons there always John a © 46. 
have been, who being ſtupified and perverted by corrupt atfetions be- 
came uncapable of bertering from good inſtruction : All ſuch we ſhould 
ſtrive to. free our ſelves from ; that we'may: perform this duty to our 
Guides, and 1» meekneſs receive the engrafted word. Jain. 1. 21; 
- Theſe praQtices (of hearing, of attending, of comirig well diſpoſed to 
 inftruction) are at leaſt ſteps and degrees neceſlarily prerequiſite to the 
obedience preſcribed ; and farther to preſs them all together upon us, 
we may conſider, that it is ſtrictly incumbent on them (under danger i cor. g. 16. 
of heavy puniſhment and woe ) willingly, earneſtly, with all 0 ou 2 Core $- Ih 
- and Patience to /abour in teaching and admoniſhing us ; they muſt give coke bg | 
attendance, and take heed unto their doG@rine, that it may be ſound and 1 Tim. 5 14: 
profitable ; they. muſt preach the word, and be inſtant upon it in ſeaſon, ATT 
out of ſeaſon (that is not onely taking, but ſeeking and ſnatching all oc- 2 Tim. 4. 2. 
caſions to doe it) reproving, rebuking, exhorting with all long-ſuffeFing, ca. x. 28. 
and doftrine ; they muſt warn every man, .and teach every man in all wiſc- 
dom, that they may preſent every man perfe® in Chriſt Jeſus : as they 
are obliged in ſuch manner to doe theſe things, ſo there muſt: be 
correſpondent duties Iying upon us, to receive their dodrine readily, 
carefully, patiently, ſincerely and fairly : As they muſt be fairhfull dif- 
peniers of God's heavenly truth, and holy myſteries, fo we muſt be ob- | cor. 4. »: 
ſequious entertainers of them : impoſing ſuch commands on them doth 
imply reciprocal obligations in their hearers and ſcholars ; otherwiſe 
their office would be vain, and their endeavours fruitleſs ; God no leſs 
would be fruſtrated in his deſign, than we ſhould be deprived of the ad- 
vantages of their inſtitution. _ Bas ET, 
Bur farther, it is a more immediate inWedzgnt of this dury, that 
| - -4- We ſhould effcQtually be enlightned byMeir dodrine, be convin- 
ced by their arguments perſuading truth and duty, ,be moved by their 
admonitions, and exhortations to good practice : We ſhould open our * 
eyes 


. 


i 


eyesito-the light; which they ſhed forth upon-us ; we ſhould ſurrender 

our judgment to the proofs, which they alledge ; we ſhould yield 'our 
hearts and affections pliable to their mollifying, and warming diſcourſes : 

+; Tt is their part toſubdne our minds:to the obedzence of faith, and to ſfub- 
2 Cor.30, 5 ject-our wills to the-obſervance'of God's Commandments (Caſting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth it ſelf inſt the now- 
ledge'of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Chriſt) it muſt therefore  fwenglty be our duty not torefiſt, not to hold 
out, not to perſiſt obſtinate Poe errours, or prejudices ; 'to ſubmit our 
miqdsto the power of truth, being willingly, and gladly conquered by it; 


—  ——— 
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it-maſt be our duty to ſubjugate our wills, to bend our inclinations, to 
form our affetiogs to a free compliance of heart with the duties urged 
upon:us; we ſhould riot be like thoſe Diſciples, of whom our Lord com- 
Luke 24. 25- plaineth thus: O fools, and flow of heart to believe all that the P rophets 
have fpoken ; nor like the Fews, with whom St. Stephen thus expoſtu- 
Aft 7. $1.1 lates : Te ſtiff-necked, and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye do always 
3.£2r. 4- 2% refit the Holy Ghoſt. They ſhould ſpeak with power, and efficacy ; 'we 
'F therefore ſhould not by ourindiſpoſitions ( by obſtinacy of conceit, 
Cor. 1. 24. Or hardneſs of heart) obſtruct their endeavours ; they ſhould be co-wor+ 
2 Cor: 3: 5- ters of your joy (that is working in us that faith and thoſe vertues, 
which are-produttive of.true joy and.comfort to us) we therefore ſhould 
co-work with them toward the fame end; they ſhould edify us in know- 
ledge, and holineſfs.; we ſhould therefore yield our ſelves to be faſhioned, 

and politbed.by them. © ' OD | 
5. We ſhould,/in fine, obey their do&rine by conforming our praQice 
thereto; this our Lord preſcribed in regard even to the F-wiſ Guides 
Matt. 23. 3+ and DoQtours ; The.Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes hu ſeat; al there- 
fore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and doe ; the ſame we 
may well conceive that he requireth in hn to his own Miniſters, the 
reachers of a better Law, authorized to dire us by his own Commil- 
ſion, and thereto more ſpecially qualified by his grace : this is indeed 
| theCrown and completion of all; 'to hear ſignifieth nothing ; to be con- 
vinced in our mind, and to be affected in our heart will but "ggfavare 
our guilt, if we neglect praftice: Every Sermon we hear, that theweth 
us our duty, will in effe&t be an enditement upon us, will ground a fen- 
tence of condemnation, if we tranſgreſs it : for, as The Earth which 
drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet 
Heb. 6, 9,8. for them by whom it # dreſſed, recerveth bleſſing from God, ſo that which 
10.269 beareth thorns and briers, u rejetted, and u nigh unto curſing, and its end 
Rom. 2. 13. ks 70 be burned: and, Not the hearers of the law are juſt with God, but the 
doers of the law ſhall be juſtified. And it is a good advice, that of 'S. Fames ; 
Jam. 1. 22. Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers.onely deceiving your own ſelves ; 
 *ris, heintimateth, a fallacy ſome areapt to put upon themſelves to con- 
ceit they have done ſufficiently, when they have lent an ear to the word; 
this is the leaſt part to be done in regard to it, practices all in all ; 
what 1s it to be ſhewed the way, and to know it exaQtly, it we do not 
walk in it, if we do not by it arrive to our journey's end, the ſalvation 
of our ſouls? To have waitgg| upon our Lord himſelf, and hung upon 
his diſcourſe, was not avail ; for when in the day of accompt, ſome 
Luke 13.26, ſhall begin to wi , IF have eaten, and drank before thee, and thou © 


27 haſt taught 7n our | reets; Our Lord will ſay, 1 kndw You not, whence ye 
* are, depart from me all ye workers of iniquity. And, it is our Lord's 
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claration in the caſe, whoſoever heareth theſe. ſayings of minegand doeth ace. 5. 21, 

them, 1 will liken him unto a wiſe man, which built his houſe upon a rock ; 

—but every one that heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and doeth them not, (Joti14.2i.) 

ſhall be likened unto a foo! iſh man; that built his houſe upon the ſand. 
Many are very earneſt to hear, they OY ly, as Herod did Saint Mark 6. 20. 

Fohn Baptift's homiltes ; they receive the word with joy, as the temporary Marc. 13. 30. 

\ believers in the Parable did ; They doe, as thoſe men did in the Propher, 

delight to know God's ways, do ask of God the vrdinances of jaſtice, do take If. 58. * 

delight in approaching God ; Or as thoſe in another Propher ; who ſpeak Ezek. 34. 315 

one to another, every one to his brother , ſaying, Come, 7 pray you,, and 3* 

hear what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord; And they come unto 

thee as the people cometh, and they fit before thee as my: people ; and they 

hear thy words, but .will not doe them; for with their 'mouth they fhew 

much love, but their heart goeth after their covetouſneſs : And lo thon art 

to them as a very lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant voice, and can 

Play well on an inſtrument ; for they hear thy words, but they doe them not - 

They for a time rejoice in the light of God's Meſſengers, as thoſe Fews John s. 55: 

did in the light of that &urning and ſhining lamp, St, John the Baptiſt ; 

but all comes to nothing ; bur they are backward and careleſs to per- 


form, at leaſt more than they pleaſe themſelves, or what ſuteth to their 
fancy, their humour, their appetite, their intereſt : Many hearers will 
believe onely what they like, or what ſuterh to their prejudices and paſ- 
fidns ; many of what they believe will praQiſe that onely which ſorteth 
with their temper, . or will ſerve their deſigns ; they cannot conform to 
unpleaſant; and unprofitable Doctrines : Sometimes care choaketh the 
word, fometimes temptation of pleaſure, of profit, of honour allureth, 
ſometimes difficulties, hazards, perſecutions diſcourage from obedience 
to it: | _ 
Theſe particulars are obvious, and by moſt will be conſented to ; 
there is one point which perhaps will more hardly be admitted, which 
therefore I ſhall more largely inſiſt upon : 'tis this; 4 
6. That as in all cafes it is our duty to'defer much tegard to the opl- 
nion of our Guides, ſo in fome caſes it behoverh us to rely barely u 
their judgment and advice; thoſe eſpecially among them who exce 
dignity, and worth ; who are approved for wiſedom and integrity ; 
their definitions, or the declarations of their opinion, ( eſpecially ſuch 
as are exhibited upon mature deliberation and debate, in a ſolemn marn- 
ner) are ever very probable arguments of truth and expediency ; they 
are commonly the beſt arguments which can be had in ſome matters, 
eſpecially to the meaner and ſimpler fort of people. This upon rhany 
accompts will appear reaſonable. EE. 
It is evident to experience, that every man is not capable to judge, or 
able to guide himſelf in matters of this nature (concerning divine truth 
and conſcience.) There are children in underſtanding, there are men 
weak in faith ( or knowledge concerning the faith, there are idiots, 
zxgx ( men not bad, but fmple ) perſons occupying the room of by #n- Roiti. 14: is 
learned, unskilfull in the word of righteouſneſs, who (as the Apoſtle faith) 35: os 2 
need - 7a one ſhould teach them which be the firſt principles > the oracles 2 Cor. 14.16; 
of Go FR 3-2. 8. 10. 
The vulgar ſort of men are as undiſcerning and injudicious in all things, pay wh jn- 
ſo pecukarly in matters of this nature, fo much abſtrated from com- dicium, non. 
mon ſenſe and experience ; whence we ſee them eafily ſeduced imo the *"*;,.. 
T1» Qq fond 
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"Avent 3 fondeſtcogceits and wildeſt courſes by any ſlender artifice, or fair pre- 
> M. tence ;: like children toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
Eph. 4. 14 of doftrine, by the flight of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in 


wait to deceive. 


: , There are alſo ſome particular. cafes, a compe- 
AN Ln Ft Gamer ) 5 tent information and kill in which muſt depend 
Yor inbvs D dremolwra, 6 & upon improvements 'of mind acquired by more 
xl vornvia warmer d.:yrauort, 3 than ordinary. ſtudy and experience ; fo that in 

nay 7 Soy EN. i Pa +: them moſt people do want ſufficient means of at- 
Cypr. Ep. 23. de Luciano, © taining knowledge requiſite to guide their judg- 
ment, or their praQtice : And tor ſuch perſons in 
ſuch caſes it is plainly the beſt, the wiſeſt, and the fafeſt way to rely 
upon the dire&ion of their Guides, aſſenting to what they declare, ac- 
ting what they. preſcribe, going whither they conduct. | DOD 
The very notion of Guides, and the deſign of their office doth import 
a diflerence of knowledge, and a need of reliance upon them in tuch 
caſes; 'it ſignifieth, that we are 'in ſome meaſure ignorant: of the way, 
and that they better know it; and if fo, plain reaſon dictateth it fr 
that we ſhould follow them; and indeed what need were there of 
Guides, to what purpoſe ſhould we have them, if we can ſufficiently 

ken the way, and judge what we ſhould doe, without them ? 


In the ſtate of learning (in which the aſſigning us Teachers ſuppoſeth 

us placed). whatever our capacity may be, yet our judgment at leſt 

( for want of a full comprehenſion of things, which muſt be diſcovered 

| inorder, andby degrees) isimperfe&; in that ſtate therefore it becometh 

us not to pretend exerciſe.of judgment, but rather eaſily to yield aſſent 

Regi deber, to What our Teachers, who ſee farther into the thing, do aſſert ; 7he 

= ncpit fe Jearner (as Seneca faith) is bound to be ruled, while he beginneth to be 
Se D. bs able to rule himſelf. 4 

Adi parYerore mduoev, A learner ſhould in ſome meaſure be credius 

s ; otherwiſe as he will often fail in his judgment, ſo he will make 

ittle progreſs in learning ; for, if he will admit nothing on his Maſter's 

S if he will queſtion all things, if he will continually be doubting 


diſputing, or contradicting and oppoſing his Teacher, how can in- 
ruttion'proceed 2 He that prefently will be his own Maſter, is a bad 
Scholar, and will be a worſe Maſter. He that will fly before he is 
tledged,- no wonder if he tumble down. + 9% 
There are divers'obvious, and very con{iderable cafes,. in which per- 
ſons moſt contemptuous of authority , and refraQary . toward their 
Guides, 'are conſtrained to rely:upon the judgment of others, and are 
contented to doe it, their conſcience ſhewing them unable'to judge for 
themſelves ; In admitting the literal ſenſe of Scripture, according to 

_ tranflations ; in the interpretation of difficult: places, depending upgn 

the skill of langyages, .grammar, and criticiſm,upon the knowledge.of 

| humanearts and ſciences, upon hiſtories and- ancient cuſtoms; in ſuch 
caſes allilliterate-perſons ( however otherwiſe diffident, and difregard- 
+, , fullofauthority). are forced to ſee with the eyes of ather men, to ſubmit 
their judgment to the skill and fidelity of their learned Guides, taking 
the very principles and foundations of their Religion upon truſt ; And 

. why then conſonantly may they not doe it in other-caſes ; eſpecially in 
the reſolution of difficult, fublime, obſcure, and ſubtile points, the com- 
prehenfion-whereof rranſcendeth their capacity ? Ip 
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Obey them that have the rule over you. 


| JUT farther, ; 

"Þ The more toengage and incline us to the performing this part 
of our duty (the regarding, prizing, confiding in the judgment of 

our Guides) we may conſider the great advantages, both natural and ſu- 

Prrrnenra! , Which they have to qualify them in order to ſuch pur- 

poles. 

I. They may reaſonably be preſumed more intelligent and skilfull ir 
divine matters, than others; for as they have the ſame natural capacities F 
and endowments with others (or rather commonly ſomewhat better 4 
than others, as being deſigned and ſeleRted to this fort of employment) 3 
ſo their natural abilities are by all poſſible means improved: it is their I 
trade and faculty, unto which their education is directed: in acquiring 5 
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nth ated _— 


p EIS 


ability toward which they ſpend their time, their care, their pains; in 
* re contigually verſed and exerciſed (having, as the £45 


uſe vor ſenjſes Excfeiſey ts diſeerwFoth good and, 


they employ, cheir ſuppligations, and devotionyto 


Many ſpecial advantages they.hence procure, needfull or very condu- 
cible-to 2 more perfect know ledge of ſuch matters, and to ſecurity from 
errours; ſuch as are converſing with ſtudies, which enlargea man's mind, 
and improve his judgment ; a skull of difquifition about things, of fitt- 
ing and canvaſing points coming hnder/debate ; of weighing the force 
of arguments, and diſtinguiſhing the colours of things ; the knowledge 
of languages, in which the divine Oracles are expreſied, of Sciences, of 

ries, of: ” gfcrving ito the dilgvvery and Wuſtygtion of the 

a: fon ! afitditation;, reading , writing, eaking , diſpt ting 
nference, whereby the mind is greatly-enlightned, and the reaſon 
ſtrengthned ; acquaintance with variety of learned Authours, who with 
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conteſting his advice; hd our goods and ſafery into the hands of a 
Pilor, ſleeping ſecurely, whilſt he lteereth'us, as he thinketh fit: feeing 
m many fuch occaſions of common Jife'we advifedly do renounce, or 
wave our own opinions, abſolutely yielding. to the diretion of others, 
caking rheir authority for a better arpument-or ground of ation, than 
any which our conceit, or a bare conſideration ot the matter can ſnpgeſt 
to us; admirting rhis maxime for good, that it is ,. ._. RE” 
a more adviſeable and ſafe courſe in matters of COn- jaun; pom treo Ld oh eemakdy 
ſequence tofollow the judgment of wiſer men, than Svnvmwmy Nox weidurm, Xen. Ped. Þ 
to adhere to our own apprehenfions : Seting it 1s 7,,,;,,, -” Fs =p are : 46 
not wiſedom (as every man thinks) in a doubrfull reuky Bram. A Hurt apud Stob. 

caſe to a&t upon diſadvantage, or to venture upon 7% 2+ Ft 3: 

odds againſt himſelf, and it is pg doing thus to a& upon our own 

opinion againſt the judgment of thoſe who are more improved in the way, 

or better ſtudied in the point than our ſelves; ſeeing in other cafes theſe 

are the common approved apprehenſions and practices ; and ſeeing in 

this caſe there is plainly the ſame reaſon, for that rhere are difficulties 

and intricacies in this no leſs than in other Faculties, which need good. 
_ $kill to reſolve them; for that in theſe matters we may eaſily flip, and 

by errour may incur huge danger and damage ; why then ſhould we not 

here take the fame courſe, following (when no other clearer light, or pre- 
-- valent reaſon occurreth)thecondutt and advice of our moreskilfull Guides? 

eſpecially conſidering, that beſide ordinary, natural and acquired advan- 

tages, they have other ſupernatural both obligations to the well diſchar- 


® 4 


ging this duty, and aſſiſtences toward it: For | 
2. We may conſider , that they are by God ap- Jer. 3- 15. I will give you Paſtours 3 
pointed, and impowred to inſtru and guide us: according ro mine heart, which ſhall feed q 
It is their ſpecial office, not aſſumed by themſelves, ? — __ "_ man ns. 
or conſtituted by humane prudence, but ordained © 
and ſetled by divine wiſedom' for our edification in knowledge, and di- 
reCtion in prattice: they are God's meſſengers purpoſely ſent by him, ſe- 
leted and ſeparated by his inſtin& for this work ; they are by him g/- Rom. 10.15, 
ven for the perfefting of the Saints, and edifying the body of Chriſt : Tt ex 5a 
is by God's warrant, and in his name that they ſpeak, which giveth WT 
eſpecial weight to their words, and no mean ground of aſſurance to us ' omar 
in relying upon them: for who is more likely to know God's mind and 7,. 3... * 
will, who may be preſumed more faithfull in declaring them, than God's Tit. 1. 3. 
own Officers, and Agents? thoſe whoſe great duty, whoſe main con- FITS $7.qe 
cernment it is to ſpeak not their own ſenſe, bat the word of God? They 
are God's mouth, by whom alone ordinarily he expreſfleth his mind and 
pleafure; by whom he extreaterth us to be reconciled in heart and prattice 2 Cor. 5. 20: 
to him; what they ſay therefore is to be received as God's word, except I 
plain reaſon upon due examination do forbid. A 
If they by office are teachers, or Maſters in do&rine, then we anſwe- "1 
rably muſt in obligation be Diſciples, which implies admitting their doc- 
trine, and proficiency in knowledge thereby ; It they are appointed Shep- 
herds, then muſt we be their Sheep, to be led and fed by them; if they 
are God's meſſengers , we muſt yield fome credence, and. embrace the 
meſſage uttered by them; ſo the Prophet telleth us : Zhe Priefts lips Mal. 2. 9. 
Roll keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth, for he 1s 
the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts ; 10 the Law of old enjoined ; — Accor- | E 
ding to the ſentence of the law, which they ſhall teach thee, and + Deut. 17. 11, 4 
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to the judgment, which they ſhall tell thee thou ſhalt doe ; thou [halt not 
decline from the ſentence which they ſhall ſhew thee to the right hand, wor 

Matt. 23. 3. to the left ; ſo our Lord allo in regard to the Scribes and Phariſees faith, 
The Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes his chair, all therefore whatſoever 
they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and doe ; upon accomprt of their office, 

(Ezck. 34 Whatever they dire to (not repugnant to the divine Law) was to be 

16.) obſerved by the people; and ſurely in doubtfull caſes, when upon com- 
petent inquiry no clear light offereth it ſelf, it cannot be very dangerous 
to follow their guidance, whom God hath appointed and authorized to 
lead us; if we err doing ſo we err wiſely in the way of our duty, and 
ſo no great blame will attend our errour. : 

3. We may conſider that our Guides as ſuch have ſpecial aſſiſtence 
from God; to every vocation God's aid is congruouſly afforded ; but to 
this (the principal of all others, the moſt important, moſt nearly related 
to God, and moſt peculiarly tending to his ſervice) it is in a ſpecial man- 
ner moſt aſſuredly and plentifully imparted. , 

1 Pct. 4.10. They are ſtewards of God's various grace; and they who diſpence grace 
x Cor. 3. 9. to others cannot want 1t themſelves: they are cooperatours with God, and 
God conſequently doth cooperate with them; It is God who doth ixgy8, 
2 Cor. 3. 5. render them ſufficient to be Miniſters of the new Teſtament ; and they mi- 
Phil. 2. 13- 77/ter of the ability, which God ſupplieth ; Every ſpiritual labourer is obli- 
1 Per. 4.11. ged to fay with St. Paul; By the grace of God 1 am what 1 am —[T have 
1 Cor.15-10. /aLoured, yet not 1, but the grace of God, which was with me. 
Eph. 4.11, God's having given them (as St. Paul faith) to the Church, doth im- 
12. . ply that God hath endowed them with ſpecial ability, and furthereth 
(60-122 them (in their conſcionable diſcharge of their miniſtery) with aid re- 
quiſite to the deſigns of perfedting the ſaints, and edifying the Bodyinknow- 
ledge, in vertue, in piety. | 

As the Holy Ghoſt doth conſtitute them in their charge (according 

Ads 20. 28. to that of St. Paul in the Ads; Take heed unto your ſelves, and to all the 
flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made” you overſeers ) ſo queſtionleſs 
he doth enable, and aſliſt-them in adminiftring their fundtion. There is 

r Tim. 4. 14. 4 £ift (of ſpiritual ability, and divine ſuccour) imparted by their con- 

2Tim. 1.6. ſecration to this office, with 2he /aying on the hands of the Presbytery, 
joined with humble ſupplications for them, and ſolemn benedictions in 
God's name upon them. The divine Spirit, which di/ributeth, as he ſeeth 
good, unto every member of the Church needfull ſupplies of grace doth Le- 

1 Cor. 12. ſ/fow on them in competent meaſure the word of wiſedom, and the word 

7 os '; Of knowledge requiſite ior their employment. = | 

Rom-12.s.6, God of old did in extraordinary ways viſibly communicate his ſpirit 
unto his Prophets and Agents; the ſame he did liberally pour out.upon 

the Apoſtles, and firſt planters of the Goſpel ; The ſame queſtionleſs he 

- hath notwithdrawn from thoſe, who under the Evangelical diſpenſation 

2'Cor. 3-8. . Which 1s peculiarly the miniſtration of the Spirit, unto which the aid of 
God's. Spirit is moſt proper and moſt needfull) do ſtill by a fetled mini- 

ſtery ſupply the room of thoſe extraordinary miniſters; but imparteth it 

to them, in a way although more ordinary and occult, yet no leſs real 

and efteQtual, according ro proportions anſwerable to the exigencies of 

need and occaſion; And by the influence hereof upon the Paſtors of his 

Mart. 28. 20. Church it is, that our Lord accompliſheth his promiſe to be with it un- 


t#t the end of the World. 
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Claus ſcievtie, the key of knowledge: ſpiritual, is. one of thoſe keys, = 
which he hath given to them, whereby theyarc cnabled to open the King- Luke 1. $5. 
dom of Heaven. - + 9 5 234, 
Great reaſon therefore we have to place an eſpecial confidence in their 
direQion; for whom can we more ſalely follow, than thoſe, whom (up+ 
on ſuch grounds of divine declarations and promiſes) we may hope that 
God doth guide ; fo that conſequently in following them we do in effe&t 
follow God himfelt>-/e that heareth you, heareth me, might be ſaid not 
onely becauſe of their relation unto Chriſt; but becauſe their word:pro- 
ceederh from his inſpiration. being no other than his mind conveyed 
through their. mouth. 
; 4 We mayallo for our encouragement to contide in our Guides can» 
ſider, that they are themſelves deeply concerned in gur being rightly 
guided ; their preſent comfort, their falvation hereafter depending upon 
the fairhfull, and carefull diſcharge of their duty herein; they muſt ren- 
der an accompt for. it; ſo that if by their wilfull, or negligent miſcarri- 
age we do fall-inro dangerous errour or fin, they do thence not anely 
forfeit rich and glorious rewards (afligrted to thoſe, who turn many unto 
righteouſneſs) but incur wofull puniſhment; this doth aſſure their inte- 
grity; and render our confidence in them yery reaſonable; for as we may 
ſafely truſt a Pilot, who hath no leſs intereſt than our ſelyes in the fate 
conveyance of the veſſel to part; ſo may wereaſonably confide in their 
advice, whoſe falvation is adventured with ours in the ſame bottom, or 
rather is wrapped up, and carryed in ours; It is nat probable they will 
(at leaſt deſignedly ) miſguide us to their own extreme damage, to their 
utter ruine: 1f they do not warn the wicked: from his wicked way te ſave Exck. 3. 18. 
hs life, God hath ſaid that he will require his bloud at their hands; and 33 * 
1s it likely they wittingly ſhould run ſuch-a:hazard, that they ſhould'pur- 
poſely caſt away the fouls, for which they.are {0 certainly accomptable? 
it is our Apoſtle's enforcement of the precept in our 7ext; Obey them that 
gaide you; for they watch for your ſouls, aa they that myſt give an accompt ; + 
which argumentation is nat onely grounded upon the obligations of in- 
genuity and ' vg but alſo upon conſiderations of diſcretion and in- 
terefts; we thould obey our Guides in equity and honeſty ;- we may doe 
it adviſedly, becauſe they in*regard to their own accompts at the final 
judgment are obliged to be caretull for the good of our ſouls. 
Upon theſe conſiderations it is plainly reaſonable to-fojlow our Guides 
in all matters, wherein we. have no other very clear and certain light of 
reaſon, or tevelation to conduct us: the doing fo is. indeed (which. is 
farther obſervable) not onely wiſe in it ſelf; :but ſafe in way of preven- 
tion, that we be not ſeduced by other treacherous Guides; it will not 1 
onely f{ecure us from our own weak judgments, but:from the frauds of 2 
thoſe who lie in wait to deceive. * The fwmpler fort of Wan incite Eph. 4. 14: C 
be-always led not by their own judgment, but by the authority of others; 
and if. they be nor fairly guided by thoſe, whom God hath conſtinrted — -/ 
and-affigned tothatend, they will be ledby the noſe by thoſe, who are = 
G concerned to ſeduce them : ſo reaſon dictateth- that it muſt be, ſo expe- 
rience: ſhewethit ever to. have been; that the people whenever they 
have deſerted their true Guides,. have foan\been hugried by impoſtors. _ 
into moſt dangerous crrours, and extravagant folljes ; being carried Heb. 14.9; | 
about'\with divers, aud ftraxge dattrines ; being liks children toſſed to and tpi; 
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Of Obedience to our ſpiritual Guides and Governowrs. Vol.1Il. 


- a. 


I Pet. 5. 5. 


Prov. 3. 5, 7. 
Rom. 12. 6. 
IO. 

Gal. 6. 3. 
Phil. 2. 3- 

x Cor. 8. 2, 
x Tim. 6. 6. 


ll 


- It is therefore/a great advantage to us; and a great mercy-of God, 
that there are (by God's care) provided for us ſuch helps, upon which 
we may commonly for our guidance in the way to happineſs more ſafely 
rely, than upon our own judgments lyable to miſtake, and than upon 
the counſel of others, who may be intereſted to abuſe us; very fooliſh 
and very ingratefull we are, if we do not highly prize, if we do not wil- 
lingly embrace rytbyer ” 

I Seth add, that as wiſedom may induce, ſo modeſty and humility 
ſhould diſpoſe us to follow the direftion of our Guides: 7e Townger (faith 
St. Peter) ſubmit your ſelves unto the Elder (that is, ye Inferiours to 
your Superiours, ye that are the Flock to your Paſtours) a»d (ſubjoineth 
he immediately) be chathed with humility; ſignifying, that it isa point 
of humility to yield that ſubmiſſion; Every modeſt, and humble perſon 
is apt to diſtruſt his own, and to ſubmit to better judgments: And 
Not tolean to our underſtanding, not to be wiſe in our own eys ; not to ſeem 
to know any thing, not to ſeem any body to ones ſelf, in humility to prefer 
others before our ſelves, are divine injunQtions, chiefly applicable to this 
caſe, in reference to our ſpiritual Guides; for if it be pride or culpable 
1mmodeſty to preſume our ſelves wiſer than any man, what is it then 
to prefer our ſelves in that reſpeCt before our teachers; as indeed we do, 
when withoutevident reaſon wediſregard, or diſſent from their opinion 2 

It is then a duty very reaſonable, and a very commendable praCtice 
to rely uponthe guidance of our Paſtours in ſuch caſes, wherein ſurer Ji- 


re&tion faileth, and we cannot otherwiſe fully ſatisfy our ſelves. 


Neither in doing ſo (againſt ſome appearances of reaſon, or with ſome 
violence to our private conceits) do we act againſt our conſcience, but 


' rather truely according to it; for conſcience ( as the word in this caſe 


is uſed )) \s nothing elle but an opinion 1n practical matters, grounded 
upon the beſt reaſon we can diſcern; if therefore in any caſe the autho- 


rity of our Guides be a reaſon outweighing all other reaſons apparent, he 


that in ſuch a caſe, notwithſtanding other arguments leſs forcible, 'doth 


conform his judgment and practice thereto , therein exaQly followeth 
conſcience ; yea in doing otherwiſe he would thwart and violence his 
own conſcience, and be felf-condemned, adhering to a leſs probable rea- 
ſon in oppoſition to one more probable. * 

I do not hereby mean to aſſert, that we are obliged indifferently 
(with an implicite faith or blind obedience) to believe all that our teach- 
ers ſay, or to practiſe all they bid us: for they are men, and therefore 
ſubject to errour, and fin; they may neglect or abuſe the advantages 
they have of knowing better than. others; they may ſometimes by in- 
firmity, by negligence, by pravity fail in performing faithfully their 
duty toward us: they may be ſwayed by temper, be led by paſſion, 
be corrupted by. ambition or avarice, ſo as thence. to embrace and vent 

' bad do&trines: We do ſee our Paſtours often diſſen- 


If. 3- 12. O my people, they which lead ting and claſhing among themſelves, ſometimes 


( Jer. 2. 8+ 


I2- IQ. .: + 
Jer. 23. 1 
G13. $EY 


CY a = 


3 4 | and treacherous perſons « who polluted the ſanttuary, 


we GOP 'o en and eefiry 1% 9 ith themſelves, ſo as to change and retra& their 


whe re ks bs 
) 6s We find the Prophers of old complaining of Prie/ts, 
D TC 28. 7 Jer. 10. 2l of Pa 


Paſtours, of Elders and Prophets, who handled the 
law, yet were ignorant of God ; who erred inwifion,and 


<> ſtumbled in judgment ; who were profane, brutiſh,light 


and 


* 
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and did violence to the Law; and profaned holy things; who handled the Ezck. 22.26, 


' law, yet new not Ged.; from whom the Law, and counſel did periſh ; Ml 1.6. 


'Ye. a UI Ezek. 7. 26. 
who taught for hire, and divined for money ; who themſelves departed out Mic. % ” 


of the way, and cauſed many to ſtumble, and nite the covenant of Mal. 2.8, 9. 
Levi; who deſtroyed and ſcattered the ſheep of God's paſture. Jer. 23; 11. 
There were in our Sav7our's time Guides, of the ferment of whoſe dofttrine tt. . 
good people were bid to beware; who tranſgreſſed and defeated the com- 12. : 
mandment of God by their traditions ; who did take away the key of know- IRE 12: I- 
ledge, ſo that they would not enter themſelves into the Kingdom of Heaven, Luke its $3. 
nor would ſuffer others to enter ; blind guides, who both themſelves did Mart: 15. 14- 
fall, and drew others into the ditch of noxious errour, and wicked prac- 
tice: the followers of which Guides did 7» van worſhip God, obſerving for wars, rs. 9. 
dorine the precepts of men. | 
There have nor ſince the primitive times of the Goſpel wanted thoſe 
who (indulging to ambition, avarice, curioſity, fa&tion, and other bad 
atteaions) have depraved and debaſed religion with nox1ous errours, and 
idle ſuperſtitions; ſuch as St. Bernard deicribeth, &c. Vid. Apol. 
We are in matters of ſuch infinite concernment to our eternal welfare, £: Ang. 
in wifedom and duty obliged not wholly without farther heed or care 
to truſt the diligence, and integrity of others, but to conſider and look 
about us, uſing our own reaſon, judgment and diſcretion, ſo far as we 
are capable ; we cannot in ſuch a caſe be blamed for too much circum- 
ſpe&tion, and caution. 
We are not wholly blind, not void of reaſon, not deſtitute of fit helps; 
in many caſes we have competent ability to judge, and means ſufficient 
to attain knowledge ; we are therefore concerned to uſe our eyes, to em- 
ploy our reaſon, to embrace and improve the advantages vouchfafed us. 
We are accomptable perſonally for all our actions as agreeable or croſs 
to reaſon; if we are miſtaken by our own default, or mifled by the ill 
guidance of others, we ſhall however deeply ſuffer for it, and die in our x2. 4. 18. 
zniquity ; the ignorance, or errour of our Guides will not wholly excuſe 
us from guilt, or exempt us from puniſhment ; it is fit therefore that we 
ſhould be allowed, as to the ſum of the matter, to judge and chuſe for 
our ſelves: for if our falvation were wholly placed in the hands of others, 
ſo that we could not but in caſe of their errour or default miſcarry ; our 
ruine would be inevitable, and conſequently not juſt: we ſhould periſh 
without blame, if we were bound, asa blind and brutiſh herd, to follow 
others. | 
We, in order to our practice, (which muſt be regulated by faith and 
knowledge) and toward preparing our ſelves for our grand accompt, are 
obliged to get a knowledge and perſuaſion concerning our duty ; zo gg, 11. .. 


# prove (or earch, and examine ) what i that good, and acceptable , Eph. 5. 10. 


2 


and perfef will of God ; for ignorance ( if anywiſe by our endeavour 

vincible) will not ſecure us: Ze that (faith our Lord, and Fudge) knew 1c 1. 

not, and did commit things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes 

(few; not in themſelves, but comparatively to thoſe, which ſhall be in- 

flicted on them, who tranſgreſs againſt knowledge, and conſcience.) 
Weare bound to ſtudy truth, to improve*our minds in the knowledge 

and love of it, to be firmly perſuaded of it in a rational way ; ſo that we 

be nor eaſily ſhaken, or ſeduced from it. - | 
The Apoſtles do charge it upon us, as our i, and concernment ; 

that we abound in faith, and knowledge ; that we be rooted and built u LY : 7 

| Rr in 
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1Corc1 5: 58. gy Chriſt, | and ftabliſhed in the faith, ſo as to be ſtedfaſt, and unmovea- 
2 


Thell: 2-2+ 3}. not to be ſoon ſhaken in mind or troubled; to grow up, and encreaſe 


-- DE © 19. 


2 Per. 3. 18. i all divine knowledge; that the word of God ſhould dwell richly in us in 
Eph 4.15. 44 wiſedom; that we ſhould be filled with all knowledge ſo as to be able to 
Col. 1.16. reach, and admoniſh one another ; that our love ſhould abound more and 
Rom. 5- 14+ more in knowledge and all judgment, that we may approve things excellent 
Phil.1. 9.10. (or ſcan things different) that we be enriched in all the word (that is in 
2 Cor. 1. 5- all the doctrine of the Goſpel) and in al knowledge : that we be filled in 
No RA the knowledge of God's will in all wiſedom and ſpiritual underſtanding ; 
thatwe ſhould not be unwiſe, but underſtanding what the will of the Lord 
Col. 4-12 75; That we ſhould be perfett and complete in all the will of God (that is 
1 Cor.14-20. firſt in the knowledge of it, then in compliance with it) that i ander- 
Heb. 512: ftanding we ſhould not be children, but perfett men. ”; 
Matt. 7. 15. We are likewiſe by them commanded to take heed of falſe Prophets, 
1 John 4.1. to try the ſpirits whether they are of God, to ſee that no man decerve us, 
Eph. . 45.” to look that no man ſpoil us by vain deceit, to try all things and hold faſt 
Col. 2.8, 18. that which is good ; Which precepts imply, that we ſhould be furniſhed 
1 The0-5-21- yith a good faculty of judgment and competent knowledge in the prin- 
cipal matters of Chriſtian doCtrine, concerning both the myſteries of 
faith, and rules of pra&ice. Our Lord himſelf, and his Apoſtles did not 
upon other terms than of rational con{ideration and diſcuſſion exact credit 
and obedience to their words, they did not inſiſt barely upon their own 
authority, but exhorted their Diſciples to examine ſtrictly, and judge 


faithfully concerning the truth, and reaſonableneſs of their doftrine : 


John 5.35- Search the Scriptures, for they teſtify of me; If I doe not the works of 


Jo '*:3Þ my Father, believe me not ; but if 1 do, though ye believe not me, believe 

3d. 15. 22z : . To . 

24- 12.48. the works: ſoour Lord appealed to their reaſon, proceeding upon grounds 

x Cor. 10.15. of Scripture, and common ſenſe: and, 7 ſpeak as to wiſe men, judge ye 
what T ſay; fo St. Paul addrefled his Diſcourſe to his Diſciples; otherwiſe 
we ſhould be uncapable to obſerve them. 

We are alſo bound to defer the principal regard to God's wiſedom and 
will, fo as, without reſervation or exception, to embrace whatever he 
doth fay, to obey what he poſitively doth command, whatever autho- 
rity doth contradict his word, or croſs his command: in ſuch caſes we 

ARs 4-19 may remonſtrate with the Apoſtles, If it be juſt before God to hearken 

AQs 5.29 wnto you rather than unto God, judge ye: and we ought to obey God rather 

Gal. 1.8: 7han men; We may denounce with St. Paul; if an angel from heaven preach 
any other Goſpel, let him be accurſed. * 

Rom. 14-2 We are obliged always to a& with faith (that is, with a perſuaſion 
concerning the Lawſulneſs of what we doe) for Whatever i not of faith, 

Rom. 14-22- 5 ſin « We ſhould never condemn our- ſeFves in what we try or em- 
brace. 

Theſe things.conſidered , we may, and it much behoveth us, reſer- 
ving due reſpect to our Guides, with humility and modeſty to weigh and 
ſcan their diftates, and their orders; leſt by them unawares webedrawn 

AQs 17.11 into errour or fin ; like the ingenuous Berzans, who did avaxe uv mr; 

Yexpas, ſearch and examine the ſcriptures, if thoſe things were ſo. Our 

2 Cor. 1. 244 Guides are but the helpers, they are not Lords of our faith ; the A4po- 
ſtles themſelves were not. 

We may, and are 


d, if they tell us things evidently repugnant 


to God's word, or to {Wd reaſon and common ſenſe, tFdifſent from 
them ;. if they impoſe on us things evidently contrary to God's La. to 
k orbear 


.* . _- 
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If other arguments (weighed in the balance of honeſt and impartial 
_ reaſon, with cautious and induſtrious conſideration) do overpoiſe the 
authority. of our Guides ; let us in God's name adhere to them ; and 
follow our own judgments; it would be a violation of our conſcience, 
2 prevarication toward our own ſouls, and a rebellion againſt God to doe 
otherwiſe: when againſt our own mind, ſo carefully informed, we fol- 
low the diftates of others, we like fools raſhly adventure and'proſtitute 
our ſouls. . | | 

This proceeding, is no-wiſe inconſiſtent with what wedelivered before ; 
for this due warineſs in examining, this reſervation in aſſenting, this ex- 
ception in practice, in ſome caſes, wherein the matter hath evidence, 
and we a faculty to judge, doth no-wiſe hinder, but that we ſhould de- 
fer much regard to the judgment of our Guides ; that we ſhould in thoſe 
caſes, wherein no light diſcovereth it ſelf outſhining their authority, 
rely upon it ; that where our eyes will not ſerve clearly to direct 
us, we ſhould uſe theirs ; where our reaſon faileth to ſatisfy us, we 
ſhould acquieſce in theirs; that we ſhould regard their judgments ſo far, 
that no petty ſcruple emerging, no faint ſemblance of reaſon ſhould pre- 
vail upon us to dilſent from their docrine, to reject their advice, to diſ- 
obey their 1njunAions. oo : 1. 

In fine, let us remember, that the mouth of truth, which bid us to 
beware of the bad dottrine of thoſe who ſate in Moſes's chair , did alſo wats. is. 4. 
charge us fo obſerve all they taught and injoined; that is all not certainly 23: 3: 
repugnant to the divine Law. In effec, if. we diſcoſt from the advices 
of our ſober teachers, appointed for us by God ; we ſnall in the end 
have occaſion to bewail with him in the Proverbs: ZZow have 7 hated in- prox. s. 12, 
ftruftion, and my heart deſpiſed reproof * And have not obeyed the woice 13- 
of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that inſtrutted me 2 

To theſe things I ſhall onely add one rule, which we may well ſuppoſe 
compriſed in the precept we treat upon; which is that at leaſt we forbear * 
openly to diſſent from our Guides, or to contradict their doctrine; ex- 
cept,onely , if it be not ſo falſe (which never, or rarely can happen 
among us) as to ſubvert the foundations. of faith, or prafiice of holineſs. 

If we cannot be internally convinced by their diſcourſes, if their autho- 

rity cannot ſway with us againſt the preyalence of other reaſons, yet 

may we ſpare outwardly to oppoſe them, or to ſlight their judgment ; 

for doing thus doth tend as to the diſgrace: of their perſons, fo tothe 
diſparagement of their office, to an obſtruQting the efficacy of their Mi- 

niſtery, to the infringement of order and peace in the Church : for when 

the inconſiderate people ſhall ſee their teachers diſtruſted and diſreſpec- I 
ted ; when they perceive their doUtrine may be challenged, and oppoſed 0 3 
by plauſible diſcourſes ; then will they hardly truſt them, or comply L 
with them in matters moſt certain and neceſſary ; than which diſpoſition 
in the people there cannot happen any thing more prejudicial or banefull 
to) the Church. ts 

Bur ler thus much ſerve for the obedience due to the doQtine of our 
Guides ; let us conſider that which we owe to them in reference to their 
converſation, agd practice. 
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The following their praftice may well be referred to this precept ; 
for that their praftice is a kind of living doctrine, a viſible Law, or 
rule of a&ion ; and becauſe indeed the notion of a Guide primarily doth 

_ imply example; 'that he which is *guided ſhould reſpect the Guide 
as 4 Precedent, being concerned to walk after his footſteps. | 

Moſt of the reaſons, which urge deference totheir judgment in teach- 
ing, do in proportion infer obligation to follow their example, (which 
indeed is the moſt eafie and clear way of inſtruction to vulgar capacity ; 
carrying with it alſo moſt efficacious encouragement and excitement to 
practice: ) they are obliged, and it 15 expeRed from them to live with 
eſpecial regularity, circumſpeCtion, and {triatneſs of converſation ; they 
are by God's grace eſpecially diſpoſed, and enabled to doe fo; and many 
common advantapes they have of doing ſo; (a more-peritet knowledge 
of things, firmnels of principles, 'and clearneſs of notions ; a deeper 
tin&ture, and more ſavoury reliſh of truth, attained by continual medita- 
tion thereon ; conſequently a purity of mind and aticion, a retirement 
from the world and its temptation, freedom from diſtraction of worldly 
care, and the encombrances of buſineſs, with the like. ) 

They are often charged to be:exemplary in cofverſation (as we before 
ſhewed)--and that inyolveth a correſpondent obligation to tollow them, 

John 5. 35 They muſt (like St. Fohn Baptiſt) be burning and ſhining lights ; Stars 

_ # ;, in God's right hand ; lights of the world; whoſe light ſhowd ſhine before 

16. w— that men may ſee their good works ; and by their light dire& their 

They are propoſed as copies, which ſignibes that we muſt in our prac- 
tice tranſcr;bethem. 4 {5 | EL. 
 Weare often diretly commanded to imitate them ; «@v pun Thy 
msiv, whoſe faith tmitate ye ( that is their faithfull perſeverance, in 
the-doQrine and praftice of Chriſtianity.) ſaith the 4poi/c in this 
chapter. © en + 1 ons ; 

Their coriverſation- is ſafely imitable in all. caſes, whereia no better 
rule appeareth, and when it dorh not appear diſcordant from God's Law, 
and the dictates of ſound teafon ; for fuppoſing that diſcordance, we 

ceaſe to be obliged to follow them; as when our Lord preſcribeth in re- 
Matt. 23- 3- ſPe&t to the Phariſees ; Whatever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
and doe ; but doe not after their works ; for they ſay and doe not. 

| Tt is indeed eafier for them to ſpeak well, than to doe well; their doc- 

trine therefore is miore commonly a ſure Guide than their praftice; yet 

when there wanteth- a clearer guidance of dodrine, their praftice may 

pals for inſtructive; and a probable argument, or warrant of action. 
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2 LIM. UEx. 
For men ſhall be lovers of themſelves. 


warning his'Diſciple 7:mothy, concerning difficult' times, 'or the Kays ya1- 
 calamirous ſtate of things, which ſhould enſue; induced upon the = #591 
World, as it ufeth to happen, by a general prevalency of vitious dif- 
poſitions and praQtices among men, doth thence take occaſion by a ſpe- 
cification of their vices to charaCterize the perſons, who ſhould concur 
to produce that hard ſtate. 

Among tho yOu * rn ſelf-love in the I ies =, 
van, as the capital, an ing vice; 'intimatin YO OT One 
thereby, that & is of all in its Ne moſt SR hy. Go Fate wes 4 = i 
or inits influence moſt noxious. oo, 

This indeed is of all vices the moſt common, ſo deeply radicated in 
our nature, and fo generally overſpreading the World, that no man 
thoroughly is exempted from it, moſt ment are greatly tainted with it, 
ſome are wholly poſſeſſed and ated by i: this is the root , from which 
all other vices do grow, and without which hardly any fin could ſubſiſt ; 

.the chief vices eſpecially have an obvious, and evident dependence 
thereon. wb | | 

All impiety doth involve a loving our ſelves in undue manner and 
meaſure ; ſo that we ſet our ſelves in our efteem, and affeRion before God ; 
we prefer our own conceits to his judgment and advice ; we raiſe our 
pleaſure above his will and authority ; 'we bandy forces with him, and 
are like the prophane Belſhazzar, of whom it is ſaid, 7hou haſt lifted up pas. « 23 
thy ſelf againſt (or above) the Lord of heaven. hs 

From Xi particularly by a manifeft extraCtion are derived thoſe 
chief and common vices, pride, ambition, envy, avarice, intemperance, 
injuſtice, uncharitableneſs, peeviſhneſs, ftubboraneſs, diſcontent and im- 
patience. For, Fe | - 

E 


XL NT Paxl in this place out of a Prophetical L x inſtrufting or 
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We overvalue our elves, our qualities and endowments, our powers 
and abilities, our fortunes and external advantages; henceare we ſo proud, 
that is ſo lofty in our conceits; and:faſtuous in our demeanour. * +, 

We would be the'onely men or.moſt conſiderable in the World; hence 
are we ambitious, hence contindally with unfatiable greedineſs we do af- 
fe and ſtrive to procure encreaſe of reputation, of power, of dignity. 

We would engroſs to our ſelves all forts of good things in higheſt de- 
gree; hence enviouſly we become jealous of the worth and vertue, we 
grudge and repine at the proſperity of others ; as if they defalked ſome- 
what from our excellency, or did eclipſe the brigtitneſs of our fortune. 

We deſire to be not onely full in our enjoyment, but free and abſolute 
in our dominion of things ; not onely ſecure from needing'the ſuccour - 
of other men, but independent in regard to God's providence; hence are 
we ſo covetous. of wealth, hence we ſo eagerly ſcrape it, and fo care- 
fully hoard it up. —— | 

We can refuſe our dear ſelves no fatisfation, although unreaſonable 
or hurtfull ; therefore we ſo readily gratify ſenſual appetites in unlawfull 
or exceſſive enjoyments of pleaſure. e's | 

Being blinded, or tranſported with fond dotage on our ſelves we can- 
not diſcern, or will not regard what is due to others; hence are we apt up- 
01 occaſion to doe them wrong. 

Love to our ſelves doth in ſuch manner ſuck in and ſwallow our ſpi- 
rits, doth ſo-pinch in and contract our hearts, doth according to its 
computation ſo confine and abridge our intereſts, that we cannot in our 
affetion, or-in real expreflion of kindneſs tend outwards; that we can 
afford little good-will, or impart little good to others. 


Deeming our ſelves extremely wiſe and worthy of regard, we cannot 


x 


endure to,be contradicted in our opinion, or croſſed 1n our humour ; 
hence upon any, ſuch occaſion our choler riſcth, and calily we break 
forth into violent heats of paſſion. Ty 


* + 


From the like cauſesit is, that we cannot willingly ſtoop to due obei- 
ſance of our ſuperiours, in reverence to their perſons, and obſervance of 
their laws; that: we cannot contentedly acquieſce in the ſtation or por- 
tion aſſigned'us by Providence ; that we cannot patiently ſupport our . 
condition, or accept the events betalling us. 

In fine, if ſurveying all the ſeveral kinds of naughty diſpoſitions in our 
fouls, and of miſcarriages in our lives, we do ſcan their particular na- - 
ture, and ſearch into their original cauſes ; we ſhall find inordinate ſelf. 
love to be a main ingredient, and: a common ſource of them all : {6 

& | - that a Divjve of great name had ſome reaſon to af- 
EO LS Mn is firm, that original fn ( or that innate diſtemper, 
apud Bell, de Amifſ. grat. 4. 2. from which men generally become ſo very prone 
: | ... to evil, and ayerſe to good ) doth conſiſt in felt- 
love, diſpoſing us to all kinds of irregularity, and exceſs: St. Pa/ there- 

fore might well ſet this in the front of all thoſe fins, which depraved the 

Ape he ſpake of ; they having all ſuch a d 7 neon on it. ,, 
\ Itis therefore very requiſite that we ſhould well underſtand this fault, 
that we may be the better ableto curb and: correct it ; to which purpoſe 
f ſhall endeavour, by God's help, ſomewhat to declarexits nature. 

. The word ſelf-love is ambiguous; for all ſelf-love is not culpable ; 
there is a neceſſary and unavoidable, there is an innocent and allowable, 
there is a worthy and commendable ſelf-love. 

There 
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There is a ſelf-love, originally implanted by God himſelf in our na- 
ture, in order to the preſervation and enjoyment of our being ; the 
which is common to-us with all Creatures, and cannot any-wile be ex- 
tirpated ; for No may ( as St. Paul faith) ever yet hated his own fleſh, Eph. 5. 29. 
but nouriſheth, and cheriſheth it : Every man living, by a natural and 
neceſlary inſtin&,. is prompted to guard his life, YT 
ſhunning all dangers threatning its deſtruQtion ; to {a5 mans uv oint Srrariis we 
pourvey tor the ſupport and convenience of it ;. to Hor. Serm, J. 1. 
iatisfy thoſe natural appetites, which importunately | 
crave relief, and without intolerable pain cannot be denied it ; to repell 
or decline whatever is very grievous, and offenfive to nature ; the 1elt- 
love, that urgeth us to doe theſe things, is no more to be blamed, than 
it can be ſhunned. 

Reaſon farther alloweth ſuch a ſelf-love, which moveth us to the 
purſuance of any thing apparently good, pleaſant, 


\ 
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good ; doth not produce ſome overbalancing mif- 
chief; doth not infer harm to the World, or wrong to other men. 


Reaſon dictateth and preſcribeth to us, that WE 1, 3,5; on?) nf plans ferns, 
ſhould have a ſober regard to our true good, and 3 5 6mm; navugxdt ms 19. Ariſt. 


welfare ; to our beſt intereſt, and ſolid content ; to © 5: ©: 
that, which (all things being rightly ſtated, conſidered and computed } 
will in the final event prove moſt beneficial, and ſatisfactory to us : a 
ſelf-love working in proſecution of ſuch things common ſenſe cannot 
but allow and approve. | 

God himſelf hath to theſe-ſuggeſtions of nature, and dicQates of rea- 
{on, adjoined his own ſuffrage, having in various ways declared it to be 
his will and pleaſure, that we ſhould tender our real and final good. He 
as the authour of nature, and fountain of reaſon, may be. ſuppoſed to 
ordain that, unto which nature doth fo potently incline, and which reaſon 


ſo clearly preſcribeth. He | lng hath to every man committed him- gia tuels 
erve his being from ruine, and to enjoy it mz ex 


ſelf in charge, ſo as to pre 
with comfort. He by making fo rich a proviſion for the ſuſtenance of 


proximo eſt, 
ſftbi qui{que 


our lives, and fatisfaCtion of our appetites, by framing our bodies to reliſh — s of 
» Ep. 121+ 


delight, and ſuting ſo many accommodations in wondrous correſpondence 
to our ſenſes; hath ſufficiently intimated it to be his pleaſure, that we 
ſhould in reaſonable meaſure ſeekthem and enjoy them ; otherwiſe his 
care would have been vain, and his work uſeleſs; yea, he might ſeem 
to have laid an ill deſign to tempt and enſnare us : he certainly had no 
ſuch intent, but as he made us out of goodneſs, as he made us capable 
of taſting comfort, as he hath furniſhed us with means of attaining ir, 
ſo he meaneth that we ſhould partake thereof. 

He alſo expreſly hath commanded us to love all men, not excluding 
our ſelves from the number ; to love our neighbour, and therefore our 
ſelves ; who of all are neareſt to our ſelves; who occur as the firſt ob- 
jeas of humanity and charity ; whoſe needs we moſt ſenſibly feel ; 
whoſe good is in it ſelf no leſs conſiderable, than the Gngle good of any 
other perſon ; who muſt firſt look to our own good before we can be 
capable to love others, or doe any good to-our neighbour. 


He 
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He therefore hath made the love of our ſelves to be the rule and ſtan- 
dard, the pattern, the argument'of our love to others; impoſing onus 
thoſe great commands of /oving our neighbours as our ſelves, and doing as 
we would be done unto ; which imply not onely a neceſlity, - but an obli- 
eation of loving our ſelves. >, 

He. doth entorce obedience to all his commands, 'by promiſing re- 
wards, yielding inimenſe profit and tranſcendent pleaſure to us ; and by 
Matt. 16. 26. threatning puniſhments grievous to our ſenſe ; which proceeding 1s 

grounded upon a ſuppoſition that we do and ought greatly to love our 
ſelves, or to regard our own intereſt and pleaſure. 

He doth recommend wiſedom or vertue to us, as moſt agreeable to 
ſelfe-love ; moſt eligible, becauſe it yieldeth great benefit to our ſelves ; 

Prov. 15. 8, becauſe ( as the Wiſe-man faith) he that getteth it, doth love his own 

1%. 1-17: foul; he that keepeth it, ſhall find good. 

Eth. 9. 8. Ariſtotle faith of a vertuous man, that he is the greateſt /e/f-lover ; 
Aerts 0 *av 6 Tobres 61) MdeNov piAaurog © Doris Þ Exurref Th KENNGS, 
X21 PANS G)&YG, uti Yapitera eauTH TH HUPIOTETD. 

He diſſuadeth from vice, as theretore deteſtable, becauſe the embra- 

cing it doth imply hatred of our ſelves, bringing miſchief and damage 
Prov, 8. 35. tOUs; becauſe (as the Wiſe-man doth expreſs it) he that finneth, wrongeth 
15-35: 29-24» —bzs own ſoul; he that deſpiſeth inſtruttion, deſpiſeth his own ſoul ; he that 

committeth injury, hateth his own ſoul. : 
Deut. 10.72 He commendeth his Laws to our obſervance, by declaring them in 
Net. -, their deſign and tendency chiefly to regard our good and advantage ; 
Prov. 3. & 4, Made apt to preſerve the ſafety, and quiet, to promote the wealth and 
Or. proſperity of our lives ; to bring eaſe and comfort to our minds, grace 

and ornament to our names, ſalvation and happineſs to our fouls. 

In fine, God chargeth and encourageth us to affe&t and purſue the 
higheſt goods whereof we are capable ; moſt ample riches, moſt ſub- 
lime honours, moſt ſweet pleaſures, moſt complete felicity ; Ze (faith 

Rom. 2. 7. St. Paul) will render to them, who by patient continuance in wel-doing 
ſeek for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal life ; 'to ſeek ſuch 
rhings is the higheſt inſtance, is: the ſureſt argument of ſelt-love, thar 
can be ; he therefore, who obligeth, who encourageth us thereto, doth 
plainly ſhew his approbation of a ſelt-love. 

So it appeareth, that all ſelf-love is not culpable, but that ſome kind 
thereof is very commendable; how then ſhall we diſtinguiſh ; how ſhall 

Jer. 15. 19. We Sever (to uſe the Prophet's langu ge) the pretious from the wile ? 

To this we may anſwer in general,” that all love of our ſelves, which 
is unreaſonably grounded, or which is exceſſive in its degrees and limits ; 
or which venteth it ſelf in wrong inſtances; or which driveth our mind, 
will and affetions toward bad ebjeAs; or which produceth eflefts no- 
Xious to our ſelves or others; is culpable. It we eſteem our ſelves for 
things not true or really for things indifferent or mean, for things no- 

' Wiſe excellent or valuable; it we affe& our ſelves beyond compals, fo as 
to poſtpone the love of God, or exclude the love of our neighbour ; if 
out of regard to our ſelves we doe things baſe, or miſchievous; if thence 
we dote upon vain profits, embrace foul pleaſures, incur finfull guilr, 
expoſe our ſelves to grievous danger, trouble, remorſe and puniſhment; 
if thereby we are engaged to foriake our true intereſt, and forfeit our 
final happineſs; then aiſuredly ir is a fooliſh, and vitious ſelt-love; it is 


indeed not a proper, but a falſeand equivocal love, uſurping that goodly 
NAaINE ; 
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name; it is a real hatred, or enmity diſguiſed under the ſemblance of 
friendſhip ; it more properly may be called cruelty, treachery, flattery, 
mockery, deluſion, and abuſe of our ſelves: : | 

But for a more diſtin& and clear reſolution of the caſe, we may doe 
well to conſider the proper a&s of love, which do conſtitute it, or inſe- 
parably do adhere thereto; fuch as thoſe, a good eſteem of the perſon, 
which is the object of our love; an earneſt good-will toward him, or de- 
fire of his good; a complacence in good, and diflatisfaQion in evil arri- 
ving to him ; a readineſs to yield, or procure good to him ; a deſire of 
union and enjoyment, that is of intimate converſation and entercourſe 
with him, a deference of regard to him, a compliance with his deſires, and 
care to pleaſe him. Now it theſe ats toward our ſelves arein their kind, 
in their grounds, in their meaſures conformable to reaſon, piety, and 
juſtice, then is our ſelf-love innocent or worthy : if they are not ſo, it 
15 criminal and vitious. . 

If we do rightly eſteem our ſelves (both abſolutely, and in compari- 
ſon to others; ) if we defire to our ſelves what is fit and juſt; if we are 
pleaſed with true goods, and diſpleaſed at real evils incident to us; if we 
do in lawfull ways endeavour to procure things truely convenient, and 
beneficial to us; if we maintain a faithfull and chearfull correſpondence 
with our ſelves; if we have a ſober regard to our ſelves agreeable to our 
nature and ſtate; if we comply with the diftates of our reaſon, and ſa- 
tisfy our deſires conforming thereto ; then do we love our ſelves inno- 
cently, then are we true friends to our ſelves. 

But if we overvalue our ſelves; if we do wiſh to our ſelves things in- 
commodious or hurtfull, if we are delighted or diſſatisfied in falſe thews 
of good or evil befalling us; if we {trive to acquire for our ſelves things 
bad or miſchievous; it our converſe with our ſelves is naughty or vain ; 
if we make indecent applications to our ſelves; if we ſtoop to our fond 
humours, or ſooth our unreaſonable defires; then 1s our ſelf-love ſpurious; 
then are we indeed enemies to our ſelves. 

Farther, toward an exact diſcuſſion and trial of this caſe, we ſhould 
doe well, deveſting our ſelves of ſelfiſhneſs, to conſider our ſelves, as other 
perſons, or abſtractedly as mere objects of thoſe a&ts, which love doth 
imply ; for what reCtitude, or what obliquity there would be in them 
| in regard to any object, the ſame would be in reference to our ſelves. 
For inſtance, | 

If we ſhould value any perſon juſtly according to his real worth, ak 
lowing a juſt rate to his vertue, to his parts, to his endowments, to his 
advantages of nature, or fortune; not aſcribing to him things which be- 
long not to him nor overprizing thoſe he hath, not preferring him in 
any reſpe& before thoſe which are his ſuperiours or equals therein ; we 
ſhall herein doe wiſely and juſtly ; but if (having our judgment any-wiſe 
perverted) we do admire a perſon beyond his worth, and advance him 
above his rank ; if we overlook his apparent defefts and blemiſhes, or 
take them for excellencies .and yield them applauſe ; what is this but 
folly and dotage, tempered with iniquity? and if it be ſuch in regard to 
another, it is no leſs ſich in reſpe& to our ſelves. 

If to any perſon we ſhould wiſh things, ſutable, commodious, and 
advantageous, by obtaining which he, without any wrong or prejudice 
to others, might be conſiderably benefited, we ſhall herein a&t humanely, 
and like good friends; but if we deſire things to him, which do not be- 
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come or befit him ; which will doe him miſchief, or which he cannot 
have without injury and damage to others, are we not herein notoriouſly 
unkind or unjuſt? the caſe is the ſame, transferred to out ſelves. 

If we ſhould obſerve any man by occurrences happening to him well 
improved in his condition, thriving in an honeſt way, proſperous in 
good undertakings, growing in worthy accompliſhments of ſoul, to find 
ſatisfaction therein would be greatly laudable ; and fo it would be to 
condole, if we ſhould ſee any man to fall into any grievous diſaſter or 
calamity ; but ſhould we behold a man (although in talſe appearance bet- 
tered, yet really) prejudiced, and endamaged (as when one is enriched 
by cozenage or rapine, is advanced by flattery or ſycophantry, is famed 
for baſe or vain exploits, is immerſed into care and trouble, 1s expoſed 
to danger and temptation, is fallen into the enchantments of pleaſure) 
are we not, if we take pleaſure therein, very filly, or very cruel? and 
if we ſhould obſerve good phyſick adminiſtred to a ſick neighbour, or 
that he is engaged in painfull exerciſe for his health, ſhould it not be ab- 
ſurd for us to be ſorry thereat? for the ſame reaſons we are blameable, if 
we do rejoice, when that we proſper in bad courſes, or enjoy finfull 
pleaſures, or fall into dangerous temptations; if we diſtaſt the wholſome 
phyſick of adverſity diſpenſed by providence, or diſlike the needfull ex- 
erciſes of duty by God preſcribed to us. 

It we do yield our advice and aid to our neighbour, in furtherance 
of any deſign, which is honeſt and beneficial to him, we then unqueſti- 
onably doe well ; but if we do abet or encourage him in unjuſt or miſ- 
chievous enterprizes ; if we render our ſelves pandars to his unlawfull 
deſires, faQours for his unjuſt profits, complices of his wicked practices, 
advocates of his ſins, is this true love, is this faithfull friendſhip 2 no 
ſurely ; nor is it ſuch toward our ſelves, when we employ our faculties 
in contrivance or atchievement of any unlawfull deſigns, however fa- 
tisfactory to our deſires. 

If we ſhould indifferently (without regard to the laws of piety, juf- 
tice, humanity, or decency) eſpouſe the intereſts of any perſon, ſo that 
for the promoting his deſigns, advancing his profit, gratifying his hu- 
mour or pleaſure, we ſhould violate the commands of God, we ſhould 
neglect the publick good, we ſhould work injury or miſchief to our 
neighbour, would this dealing be allowable ; neither would it be fo, if _ 
for our own ſake, in regard to our private intereſt, we ſhould thus be. 
have our ſelves. | | | 

2. If we do affe to hold free, ſincere, chearfull, kind converſation 
with any perſon for mutual inſtruftion, and comfort, this is ſociable 
and friendly; but if we maintain frothy, foul, malitious, any-wiſe pe- 
ſilent diſcourſe, apt to corrupt, or to annoy him, this is loathſome ; 
and fo it is, if we keep ſuch entercourſe with our ſelves, harbouring vain, 
impure, unjuſt, uncharitable thoughts in our minds. - 

If we ſhould defer regard to any man, anſwerable to his worth ; we 
ſhould thereby practiſe according to the good rules of humanity ; but 
ſhould we fo affe& or fanſie any man thar we ſhould care ior no man 
elſe, ſhould pay no due reſpect, or perform any office of kindneſs other- 
where; ſhould take no man's word, or mind any man's opinion beſide ; 
nor care to converſe with any other ; would this be love, would it not 
be ridiculous fondneſs? it is no leſs, if in regard to our ſelves, we are ſo 
'moroſe, ſurly, or negletfull, 

If 
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It we ſhould com ply with any man's reaſonable defire, this wane 


oward others, we are not 
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{elf, and productive of ſo many vices: But more fully to diſplay, and 
withall to diſſuade us from this vice, I ſhall particularly inſiſt upon the 
common ſorts thereof, ſhewing the peculiar unreaſonableneſs of each, 
and the miſchiefs conſequent from it : they are indeed uſually combined 
and complicated in practice; and have much affiniry both in their nature 
and fruit; but I ſhall as well as I can abſtra& them one from the other, 
and fo treat on them diſtin&tly ; they are theſe: Se/f-concezt, Self-confi- 

dence, Self-complacence, Self-will, Self-intereſt, Thele I ſhall handle in 
che following Diſcourſes. EN. BM 


Gal. 6. 3: 


Selk-conceit. 


2 TIM. IIL 2. 
For men ſball be Iovers of themſelves, &c. 


I. HE firſt and moſt radical kind of vitious ſelf-love is Se/f-con- 
ceitedneſs; that which St. Paul calleth wo zrreppe ov, to over- 
ween, or to think highly of ones ſelf beyond what he ought to think. 

This doth conſiſt in ſeveral aQts or inſtances. 

Sometimes we in our imagination aſſume to our ſelves perfeCtions not 
belonging to us, in kind or in degree; we take our ſelves to be other 
men than we are; to be wiſe, to be good, to be happy when we are 
not ſo, at leaſt to be far wiſer, better and happier than we are. The 
pleaſure naturally ſpringing from a good opinion of our ſelves doth 
often ſo blind our eyes and pervert our judgment that we ſee in us what 
is not there, or ſee it magnified and transformed into another ſhape 
than its own ; any appearance doth ſuffice to produce ſuch miſtakes, and 
having once entertained them, we are unwilling to depoſe them ; we 
cannot endure by ſevere reflexion on our ſelves to correct ſuch pleaſant 
errours ; hence commonly we preſume our ſelves to be very conſidera- 
ble, very excellent, very extraordinary perſons, when in truth we are 
very mean and worthleſs ; ſo did St. Paul ſuppoſe when he faid, /f a 
man think himſelf to be ſomething, when he 1s nothing, he deceiveth him- 


apoc. 3. 17. ſelf ; ſuch was the caſe of that Church in the Apocalypſe ; Thou ſayeſt 7 


am rich and encreaſed in goods, and have need of nothing; and knowe/t 
not, that thou art wretched and miſerable ; they werelike men in a dream, 
or ina frenzy, ' who take themſelves for great and wealthy perſons, when 
indeed they are in a forry and beggarly condition; into the like extra- 
vagancies of miſtake we are all likely to fall, if we do not very care- 
fully, and impartially examine and ſtudy our ſelves. | | 

Again, ſometimes we make vain judgments upon the things we do poſ- 
ſels, prizing them much beyond their true worth and merit ; conſe- 


quently overvaluing our ſelves for them; the moſt trivial and Sp 
things 


£ 
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things (things which in themſelves have no worth, but are mere tools, - 


and commonly ſerve bad purpoſes ; things, which do not render our 
ſouls any-wiſe better, which do not breed any real content, which do 
nat conduce to our welfare and happineſs) we value at a monſtrous rate, 
as if they were the moſt excellent and admirable things in the World : 

ve we wit? how witkſs are we in prizing it, or our ſelves for it; al- 
hough we employ it to no good end, not. ſerving God, not benefiting 
men, not'furthering our own good or any-wiſe bettering our condition 
with it; although we no otherwiſe uſe it, than vainly to pleaſe our 
ſelves or others, that is to act the part of fools or buttoons. Have we 
learning or knowledge ? then are we rare perſons; not conſidering 
that many a bad, many a wretched perſon hath had much more than we, 
who hath uſed it to the abuſe of others, to the torment of himſelf; that 
Hell may be full of learned ſcribes, and ſubtile diſputers, of eloquent O- 


rators and protoundFhiloſophers; who when they knew God, they glorified Rom. x. 21. 


him not as God, neither were thankfull, but became vain in their imagina» 44a. ret 
. | . ' | . hec eſt » oþt= 
tions, and their fooliſh heart was darkned, not conſidering alſo how very nibus nn tra- 


defetive our knowledge is, how mixt with errour and darknefs ; howy dere mores. 


uſeleſs and vain, yea how pernicious it is, if not ſantified by God's 
grace and managed to his ſervice. Have we riches? then are we brave 
men, as fine and glorious in our conceit as in our outward attire ; al- 
though the verieſt fools, the baſeſt and moſt miſerable of men, that go 
on the round , do exceed us therein ; although 


-(n#le ta; 6 tf. 0 Tp manan of Z & reavnu T9) AGTH 
(as Ariſtotle faith) Meft either not wſe it, or abuſe Gori of 260 ns #1 6- 
. Arif. apud Plur. mm Pelop. 


7. Although our wealth affordeth us-no real 75 
benefit or comfort, but expoſeth us to numberles 
ſnares, temptations and muſchiefs ; although it hath no ſtability, but 
eaſily may be taken from us. Have we reputation 2 how doth that 
make: us highly to repute our ſelves in a {laviſh imitation of others ? 
et nothing is leſs ſubſtantial, nothing is leſs felt, nothing is fo eafily 
oft, nothing is more brittle and flippery than it ; a biibble is not ſoo+ 
ner broken, or a wave ſunk, than is the opinion of men altered con- 
cerning us. Have we power 2 what doth more raiſe our minds? yet 
what is that commonly but a dangerous inſtrument of miſchief” to 
others, and of ruine to our ſelves; at laſt an engagement to care and 
trouble > What but that did render Ca/igu/a, Nero and Domitian 1o 
hurtfull to others, ſo unhappy themſelves 2 what but that hath fil- 
led the World with diſaſters, and turned all hiſtory into tragedy 2? 
Have we proſperous ſucceſs in our affairs? then we bolt and triumph in 


our hearts: not remembring what the Wiſe-man faith, The proſperity of Prov, r. 32. 


fools deftroyeth them; and that experience ſheweth, 


proſperity doth uſually either find or make us fools; rarw enim ferms ſenſu communis in ils 
Juy. Sat. 8. 


that the wiſeſt men (as Solomon) the beſt men (as Fins 
Hezekiah) have been befooled by it : thus are we >: Chron. 32. 25. 
apt toovervalue our things, and our ſelves for them. q xo 
_ There is no way indeed, . wherein we do not thus impoſe upon our 
ſelves, either aſſuming falſe, or miſrating true advantages ; the general 
ill conſequences of which miſdemeanour are, that our minds are ſtuft 
with dreams and phantaſtick imaginations, in ſtead of wiſe and fober 
thoughts; that we misbehave our ſelves toward our ſelves treating our 
ſelves like other men than we are, with unſeemly regard; that we ex- 
pect other men ſhould have like opinions, and yield anſwerable dete- 
rences 
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rences tous; and are, if we find it otherwiſe, grievouſly offended ; 
that we are'apt to deſpiſe or diſregard others, demeaning our ſelves inſo- 
kemly and tfaſtuoufly toward them; that we are apt to ſeek, and under- 
take things, which we cannot attain or atchieve ; that we neglect the 
fuccours needfull to help, or comfort us, and the like ; which will ap- 
pear more plainly by conſidering the ſeveral obje&ts or matters, in whicl 
ſelf-conceit is exerciſed : they are eſpecially three ; /nteZeftual endow- 
ments ; moral qualities; advantages of body, fortune and outward ſtate. 
1 Cor.3.18-- 1, We are apt to conceit highly of our ſelves upon preſumption of 
a our intelleFual endowments or capacities, whether natural (as wit, fax- 
wu vols. Cy, memory, judgment) or acquired (as learning, Skil, experience) eſpe- 
bid. Chry-" cially of that, which is called Wiſedom, which in a manner compre- 
he 7+ 7* Hhendeth the reſt,. and manageth them ; whereby we rightly diſcern 
what is true, and what is fit to be done in any caſe propoſed : this we 
are prone in great meaſure to arrogate, and much to pride our ſelves 
therein: the World is full as it can hold of Wiſfe-men, or of thoſe who 
take themſelves to be ſuch ; not onely abſolutely, but comparatively, mn 
derogation and preference to all others : may it not be ſaid to us as Job 
Job 12. 2- did to his friends, No doubt but ye are the people, and wiſedom ſhall die 
with you ; do we not fanſie our ſelves incomparably wiſe, fo that all our 
imaginations are deep and fubtile, all our reſolutions found and fafe, all 
our be nee ne certain ; all our ſayings like ſo many oracles, 
or indubitable maxims ? do we not expect that every man's judgment 
ſhould ſtoop to ours'; do we not wonder that any man ſhould: preſume 
to diſſent from us? muſt any man's voice be heard, when we ſpeak 2 
do we not ſuppoſe that our authority doth add huge weight to our 
oi& mir. Words, that 'tis unqueſtionably true becauſe we fay it ; that it is pre- 
yaw 75 ſumption, 'tis temerity, tis rudeneſs hardly pardonable to conteſt our 
714 e499 diftates ? this is a common praQtice, and that which is often prohibited 
Prov. 3.7. and blamed in Scripture ; Be not wiſe in thine own eyes, faith the Wiſe- 
Rom. 12.16. man + And Be not wiſe in your own conceits, faith the Apoſtle : And, / 
Rom. 12. 3- ſay, through the "Seb given unto me, to every may that is among you, not 
to think of himſelf more highly than he ought to think, but to think ſoberly 
according as God hath dealt to every man the meaſure of faith. 

The great reaſonableneſs of which precepts will appear by conſidering 
both the abſurdity, and the inconveniences of the prafice which they 
forbid. | 

If we do refle&t either upon the common nature of men, or upon our 
own conſtitution, we cannot but find our conceits of our wiſedom very 
abſurd : for how can we take our ſelves for wiſe, if- we obſerve the 
great blindneſs of our mind, and feebleneſs of humane reaſon, by many 
palpable arguments diſcovering it .ſelf? if we mark how painfull the 
ſearch, and how difficult rhe comprehenſion is of any truth ; how hardly 
the moſt ſagacious can deſcry any thing, how eaſily the moſt judicious 
miſtake ; how the moſt learned everlaſtingly diſpute, and the wiſeſt ir- 
reconcileably claſh about matters ſeeming moſt familiar and facile ; how 
often the moſt wary and ſteady do jhift their opinions ;- how the wiſer 
a man is, and the oy SINCE Up gaineth, yy leſs confident he is 

20 in his own judgment, and the more ſenſible he 
Ramey ol nab amore groweth of his weakneſs ; how dim the ſight is of 
ey ge ac diſcendarum fatigabers. the moſt perſpicacious, and how ſhallow the con- 

GO 0 ceptions of the moſt profound ; how narrow is the 
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horizon of our knowledge, and How immenſely the region of our ignq- 
rance is diſtended ; how 1mperfe&tly, and uncertainly we know thoſe 
few things,. to which our knowledge reacheth ; how anſwerably to ſuch 


experience we are told in ſacred Writ, that Every man i brutiſh in his ſer. to. 14. 


knowledge; that The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity ; 


ſal. 94. 11, 


I Cor. 3.295 


that Vain man would be wiſe, though be be born like an Aſſes Colt (that is, Job x1. 12. 


he is naturally wild and ſtupid) that Wiſedom i hid from the eyes of aff Job 28. 21, + 


men, and is not found in the land of the living ; that The thoughts of mor- : b v. 


tal men are miſerable, and our devices uncertain ; if we, I ſay, do conſi- 
der ſuch things, how can we but find it ſtrange, that any man ſhould 
admire his own wiſedom, ſeeing that he thereby doth exempt himſelf 
from the common adjundt of his nature, and forgetteth himſelf to be a 
man. A | 

If alſo a man particularly refle&teth on himſelf, the ſame pradfice 
muſt needs appear very fooliſh; for that every man thence may diſcoyer 
in himſelf peculiar impediments of wiſedom ; every man in his com- 
plexion and in his condition may find things apt to pervert his judgment, 
and obſtruct his acquiſition of true knowledge: is his temper ſanguine ? 
thence becometh he quick, raſh, credulous, confident and peremptory, 
llippery and fickle : is it phlegmatick ? thence is he flow, and heavy; 
ditcear pertinacious and ſtift in his conceits : his mind is either ſoft 
and limber, fo as eaſily to receive the impreſſions of falſhood ſpeciouſly 
repreſented ; or hard and tough, ſo that he cannot readily admit in- 
ſtru&ion in truth, or corre&ion of errour. His wealth diſtracteth, or 
his poverty diſturbeth his thoughts ; proſperity ſwelleth his mind up into 
vain preſumptions and ſatisfaCtions ; or adverſity ſinketh it down into 
unreaſonable deſpondencies and diſlikes of things; plenty breedeth ſloth, 
want createth trouble indiſpoſing him to think well; eaſe doth ruſt his 
parts, and buſineſs weareth them out; inclination, intereſt, company, 
prejudice do forcibly ſway hfs apprehenfſions ; ſo that no man can ger 
himſelf into, or keep himſelf ſteady in a perfe&t balance, requiſite tor 
exact judgment of things; no man therefore can obtain a degree of 
wiſedom, whereof he may with any reaſon be conceited ; the wileſt 
men ſurely upon ſuch experience have been little ſatisfied with their 


} 


ſhare ; Surely ( ſaith one) 7 am more brutiſh than any man, and { bave Prov. 302. 
»ot the underſtanding of a man : and, So fooliſh (ſaid another) was I and Pal. 13. 22. 


ignorant, I was as a beaſt before thee : this conceitedneſs therefore is very 
abſurd, and an argument of notable ignorance and folly ; neither is there 
perhaps any more plain inſtance or demonſtration of general folly reign- 
ingamong men, than this, that commonly we are ſo blind and ſtupidas not 
to diſcern and reſent our own folly : If any man (faith St. Paul) thinketh 
that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth not any thing yet as he onght to 
know : that is, If any man conceiteth himſelf to be conſiderably wiſe, 
or gs. oh hem 2 plain ſign, that he is very ignorant, and underſtan- 
deth little to any 4 | ; 

- $0 it is if we conſider our ſelves ſingly ; and it is more fo, in conipa- 
riſon to others; for what ground can a-man have of-arrogating to him- 
ſelf a peculiarity of wiſedom, or judgment? to deem: bimlelf extraordi- 
nary 1n that, 'to which there are no other than ordinary means of arri- 
ving? tofanſie himſelf wiſer than any other, whenas ( ſecludiog acci- 
dental differences, that cannot be accompted for) all men have the ſame 
parts and faculties of ſoul, the ſame means and opportunities of improve- 

| ment z 
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ment ; the ſame right and liberty of judging about things ? did not he, 
who formeth the ſpirit of man within him, put into every man that hea- 
venly mark, whereby we diſcern, and judge of things? is not every 
man concerned in that ſaying of Elihu ; there is a ſpirit in men, and 
the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them underſtanding ? do not the 
fountains of knowledge ( natural delight, divine revelation, humane 
inſtruion, continual experience) ſtand open to all ; and are no leſs 
common to men, than is the air they breathe, and the Sun, which equal- 
ly ſhinerth off them all 2 is God, the donour of wiſedom, partial in the 
diſtribution of it ; doth not that overture reach indifferently to all, 7f 
any man lack wiſedom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men libe- 
rally, — and it ſhall be given him? may not others be as inquiſitive, 
as induſtrious, as ſincere as we in the ſearch of truth, why not then as 
ſucceſsfull in finding it? is there any private chink, through which 
light ſhinech onely upon us, or truth may be eſpied ? is there any cun- | 
ning bye-path, in which we alone, with more expedition and ſecurity, 
than others in the common roads, can travel on toward knowledge 2 
what patents have we to ſhew for a monopoly of reaſon ;- what right 
have we to engroſs any knowledge ; who hath granted us a privilege of 
ſure judgment, or an exemption from errour 2 how can we in trial of 
things claim more, than a ſingle vote ; or why ſhould our word have 
more weight, than any other ? may not any man with as much reaſon 
prefer his judgment betore ours, as we before his ; and if we blame him 
for it, do we not thereby condemn our ſelves for doing the like ? if we 
do know but the fame things, or frame the ſame judgments with others, 
how can we be conceited of that which is promiſcuous ; if we pretend 
to abſtruſe notions, or hold forth paradoxes, .how can that be ground of 
boaſting, ſeeing the cauſe ſtandeth conteſted by authority no leſs than 
our own, and that it is vain to triumph over the opinions of others be- 
fore we have conquered them ? why in fuch caſes 1s it not reaſonable 
to preſume that among the many diſſenters from us, there are ſome 
who have as much ſenſe'as we, and who have weighed the matter with 
no leſs care, no leſs indifferency ? in fine, may not any man with good 
cauſe propound to us that expoſtulation in Fob : Haft thon-heard the ſe- 
cret of God, and dſt thou reſtrain wiſedom to thy ſelf 2 what knoweſt thou 
that we know not, what underſtandeſt thou which 1s not in us ? 


Such conceitedneſs therefore is very abſurd ; and it is no leſs hurtfull ; 
for many great inconveniences, many ſad miſchiets ſpring from ir, ſuch 
I. 5.21. as gave the Prophet cauſe to denounce, Woe unto them that are wiſe in 
their own eyes, and prudent in their own conceif : 1t hath many ways bad 
inflyence on our ſouls, and on our lives; it is often our caſe, which 
I. 47. 10. , Was the caſe of Babylon, when the Prophet ſaid of it, Thy wiſedom, and 
thy knowledge hath perverted thee ; for thou haſt ſaid in thy heart, I am 
and none elſe beſide me. 


Hac eſt homi- | Tt is 2 great bar to the getting wiſedom, to the receiving inſtruction 
got and right information about things; for he that takerh himſelt tobe abun- 
wn eſe e- dantly knowing, or incomparably wiſe, will not care to learn, will ſcorn 
We. Hire "to be taught; he thence becometh more incapable of wiſedom, than a 
Jag. 1.5, mere Idiot ; ſo did Solomon obſerve, Seeſt thou, ſaid he, a man wiſe in his 
Prov. 26; 12+ 01py concert 2 there is more hope of a fool than of him ; of a fool that is 
ſenſible of his ignorance, there may be hope, that he may by inſtruc- 
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tion become wiſe; but he that taketh himſelf to p,,, puns ponife ad ſapientiom per- 
want no inſtru&ion, or to be above learning, 4s 1n venire, niſs puraſſent ſe perveriſe. Sen, de 


a deſperate condition. | tang. aft 1. 


It rendreth men in doubtfull, or difficult caſes unwilling to ſeek, and 
unapt to take advice; he will not care for, or admut any counſellour but 
himſelf; hence he underraketh and eaſily is deceived, and incurreth dif- 
appointment, damage, diſaſters in his affairs. As it 1s moſt incident to 
weak, inconſiderate, lazy perſons, who have not a capacity, will not 
yield attention, or take pains to get right notions of things, fo it doth 
{mother all induſtry, conſideration and circumſpection ; tor ſuch .per- 
ſons think they need no labour in ſearching truth, no care in weighing 
arguments, no diligence in obſerving things ; they can eaſily at firſt 
ſight deſcry all, and penetrate to the bottom of things ; they have at 
eaſie rates the pleafure of fanſying themſelves wife ; why ſhould they 
ſpend farther pains to diſpoſleſs themſelves of that pleaſure, or to intro- 


duce another leſs fatisfaftory 2 thus i the luggard ( as Solomon ſaith) Prov: 26. 16. 


wiſer in his own conceit, than ſeven men that can render a reaſon. 

It rendreth us very raſh and precipitant in judging ; for the firſt 
ſhews of things, or the moſt ſlender arguments, which offer themſelves, 
being magnified, and aggravated from opinion concerning our ſelves, 
do ſway our judgment, and draw forth a ſudden reſolution from us ; it 
muſt we preſently ſuppoſe be very reaſonable, becauſe it ſeemeth reaſo- 
nable to us. — : 

Hence alſo, we perſiſt obſtinate, and incorrigible in errour ; for 
what reaſon can be efficacious to reclaim him, whoſe opinion is the 
greater reaſon? what argument can be ponderous enough to outweigh 
his authority ? how can he (the man of wiſedom, the perſpicacious, 
and profound perſon ) yield that he hath erred 2 how can he part with 
the fatisfaCtion of being always in the right, or endure the afiront of be- 
ing any time baffled ? 

It rendreth men peeviſh and moroſe, ſo as to bear no-body that diſſen- 
teth from them, nor to like any thing, which doth not hit their fancy ; 
to croſs their opinion or humour, 1s to derogate from their wiſedom ; 
and being in their apprehenſion ſo injured, they find cauſe to be angry. 

It rendreth them infolent, and imperious in converſation, fo as to 
dictate, and impoſe their conceits upon others. He that is conceited of 
his own wiſedom, will imagine that upon that advantage he hath a right 
to preſcribe, *others an obligation to ſubmit ; eo zpſo he becometh a com- 
mon maſter and judge ; and they are culpable, who will not yield him 
2 credulous ear, who will not ſtand to his deciſion. | 

Hence alſo do men become ſo carping and cenforious; for if any man's 
words do not jump with their notions, if any man's aCtions be not con- 
formable to their rules, they ſtreightway riſe up to condemn them of 
folly, of faultineſs. 

Yea hence men become intolerably pragmatical ; for they conceit 
themſelves better to know another's conceraments than he himſelf doth, 
and fo will intrude his advice, will be angry if his advice be not fol- 
lowed. 

To ſuch inconveniences and 1niquities this il|-diſpoſition expoſeth us; 
and to many others ; for it is indeed that in effet, which the Holy 
Scripture repreſenteth as the ſource of all impious, and wicked courſes ; 
' to which men betray themſclves, while taking themſelves to be ms 
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impiety. : 
. : Auk we are apt to conceit highly and vainly of our moral qualities 
and performances; taking our ſelves for peffons rarely good, pertetand 
blameleſs ; apprehending no defects in our-ſouls, or miſcarriages in our 
lives, although indeed we are as full of blemiſhes, we are as guilty of 
Prov. 30. 12. faults as others; There is ( faith the Wiſe-man Y a generation that are 
pure intheir own eyes, and yet is not waſhed from their filthineſs ; to this 
generation we belong if we admire our vertues, it we juſtity our lives, 
Luke 18. 9. If ( as it 1s faid of the Phariſee ) we truſt im our ſelves, that we afe 
16.15.10-29: rfghteous. 7 | 
<-y practice doth include preat folly, and.it produceth great miſ- 
Cons ----- | 
'Tis very fooliſh; and argueth the greateſt ignorance, that can be; 
for ſuch is the imperfe&ion, the 1imporency, the impurity of all men, 
even of the wiſeſt, and beſt men (diſcernible to them, who ſearch their 
hearts, and try their ways, ſtrictly comparing them to the rules of duty, 
God's Laws, and the dictates of reaſon) that no man can have reafon 
to be fatisfied in himſelf, or in his doings: Every man looking into him- 
ſelf, ſhall find his mind fo peſtered with vain, and filthy thoughts; his 
will ſo perverſe, ſo froward, ſo weak, fo unſteady ; his deſires to tond, 
and unwarrantable; his paſſions ſo diforderly and ungovernable ; his at- 
tettions ſo miſplaced, or at leaſt fo cold, and dull in regard to their right 
obje&s ; his reſolutions toward good ſo weak and ſlack ; his intentions 
ſo corrupt, or mixt with oblique regards; he that obſerveth his aCtiohs, 
ſhall in the beſt of them (as to the principles whence they riſe, as to the 
ends they drive at, as to the manner of their performance) find ſo many 
ar CO that he will ſee cauſe rather to abhor than to admire 
Hier. nLu- Who, let me ask, doth love God with all his ſoul, ſo as to place in 
cif. cap. 6. him his total content and delight, fo as to doe all things out of love to 
him, with a regard to his honour and ſervice? ſo as to be willicg and glad 
to part with all things for his ſake? who hath thar conſtant, and lively 
ſenſe of God's benefits and mercies that he ſhould have? who hath a 
perfeC&t reſignation of will to his pleaſure, fo as to be difpleaſed with no 
event diſpenſed by his hand? who hath ſuch a vigour of faith and con- 
fidence in him, as will ſupport him in all wants, in all diftreſſes, in all 
temptations, ſo as never to be diſquieted, or diſcouraged by them, fo 
as to caſt on God (as he is commanded) alf the cares of his ſoul, and Zur- 
thens of his life > who conſtantly maintdineth a fervour of ſpirit, a ſtca- 
dyneſs of reſolution, a clear and calm frame of ſoul, an abſtractedneſs 
of mind from worldly deſires and delights? who continually is fervent, 
and undiſtrafted in his devotion? who with an unwearied and inceſſant 
| diligence 
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diligence doth watch over his thoughts; who doth entirely command 
his paſſions, and bridle lus appetites; whodothexactly govern his tongue, 
who is perpetually circumſpect over his ations? who. loveth his neigh- 
bour as himſelf, ſeeking his good, and delighting therein as in hisown; 
being ſorry for his adverſities, as if they had befallen himſelf? who feel- 
eth that contrition of ſpirit, that ſhame, that remorſe for his ſins, or that 
deteſtation of them, which they deſerve? who is duely ſenſible of his 
own unworthineſs ? very few of us ſurely, if we examine our conſcien- 
ces, can anſwer, that we are they, who perform theſe duties; and if 
not, where is any ground of ſelf-conceit? how much cauſe rather is there - 
of dejeCtion, of diſpleafure, of deſpiſing and deteſting our ſelves? _ 
There have indeed been Secs of men (ſuch as the Novatians, and the The Donatifts 
Pelagians) who have pretended to pertection and purity ; but theſe men rom. ,ot 
one would think did never reade the Scripture, did never conſult experi- rum ſic datis, 
ence, did never refledt on their minds, did never compare their pradtice 7 mt 
with their duty; had no conſcience at all, or a very blind and Rupid ney ; 
one. Who can ſay, I have made myeart clean, I am pure from my fin? Opt (ib. 2. 
was a2 queſtion of Solomon, to the which he thought no man could an- EE. ; 
{wer affirmatively of himſelf : If '7 juſtify my ſelf, my own mouth ſhall Job yg. 20. 
condemn me; if I ſay I am perfett, it ſhall prove me perverſe; was the {5 -*® 
aſſeveration of that perſon, whoſe vertue had undergone the ſevereſt Ne 143 2+) 
trials; 7» many things we offend all; was the confeſſion of an Apoſtle in Jam 3: 2 
the name of the wiſeſt and beſt men. | 
« Such men indeed (incontemplation of themſelves, and of their doings) 
have ever been ready to think meanly: of themſelves, to acknowledge 
and bewail their unworthineſs, to difclaim all confidence in themſelves, to 
avow their hope wholly to be repoſed in the grace and mercy of God; 
(in his grace for ability to perform ſomewhat of their duty, in his mercy 
tor =; ie of their ottences;) to confeſs themſelves ( with Facob) Leſs 
than the leaſt of God's mercies ; with, David that they are worms and no 
men; with Fob, that they are wile, and unable to anſwer God, calling Job go. 4. 
them to accompt, 7n one caſe of a thouſand; that they abhor themſelves, 4%: 9: % 
and repent in duſt and aſhes that after' they have done all, they are un- Luke 19. 10. 
profitable ſervants: And is he not very blind, who doth ſee in himſelf 
thoſe perfe&tions, which the greateſt Saints could not deſcry in them- 
ſelves; is he not infinitely vain, that fanſieth himſelf more worthy, than 
they did take themſelves to be? . 
In fine, Every man is in ſome kind, and degree bad, ſinfull, vile; it 
is as natural for us to be ſo, as to be frail, to be ſickly, to be mortal : 
there are ſome bad diſpoſitions common to all, and which no man can 
put off without his fleſh ; there are ſome, to which every man ( from 
his temper, inclination and conſtitution of body or ſoul) is peculiarly 
ſubje& ; the which by no care and pain can-be quite extirpated ; but 
will afford during life perpetual matter of conflift and exerciſe, to curb 
them ; 'conceit therefore of our vertue is very fooliſh. ” 
And it breedeth many great miſchiets. i 
_ Hence doth ſpring a great ſecurity, and careleſneſs of correting our war. g. 12. 
faults.; for taking our ſelves to be well, we ſee not any need of cure, Jon 9: 4: 
thence ſeek none, nor admit any. | 
Yea hence rifeth a contempt of any means conducible to our amend- 
ment, ſuch as good advice, and wholſome reproof.; to adviſe ſuch an 
one is to accuſe him wrongfully, to reprove him is to commit an outrage 
bp <3 upon 
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upon his preſumed integrity of vertue. Hence alſo proceedeth a negle& 
of imploring the grace and mercy of God ; for why ſhould perſons of 
ſo great ſtrength crave ſuccour; how ſhould they beg pardon, who have 
ſo little ſenſe of guilt? it is for a weak perſon to cry Lord help me ; it 
Luke 18. 13. is for a Publican to pray, God me mercifull unto me a finner. | 
It breedeth arrogance and preſumption even in devotions, or addreſfes 
to God, ducts tick rſons 1n unſeemly manner to juſtify themſelves 
before God, to claim fingular intereſt in him, to mind him, and as it 
were to upbraid him with their worthy deeds, to thank him for their 
Luke 18, 11. imaginary excellencies; like the conceited Phariſee ; God, 7 thank thee, 
that I am not as other men, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers — 1 faſt twice 
a week, I give tythes of all that I poſſeſs. They cannot demean them- 
ſelves toward God as miſerable ſinners, who fanſie themſelves as admi- 
rable worthies, and gallants in vertue. 
Alfo, a natural reſult thereof is a haughty contempt of others, ven- 
| ting it ſelf in a ſupercilious and faſtuous demeanour ; So it was in the 
Luke 18.9. Phariſees ; who (ſaith St. Luke ) guſted in themſelves that they were 
righteous and deſpiſed others. Such perſons obſerving, or ſuſpeing de- 
feats and misbehaviours in others, but diſcerning none in themſelves, 
do in their opinion advance themſelves above their brethren, and accor- 
dingly are prone to behave themſelves toward them : ſuch men as they 
are the eſpecially good men, the godly, the Saints, the flower of man- 
kind, the choice ones, the darlings of God, and favourites of Heaven ; 
the ſpecial objects of divine love and care : others are impure and pros 
fane, reje&taneous and reprobate people, to whom God beareth no good- 
will or regard; hence proceedeth a contemptuous diſregard or eſtranged- 
I. 65.5. neſs toward other men ; like that of thoſe Separati/ts in the Propher, 
who notwithſtanding they were a people proveking God to anger conting- 
ally to his face, were yet 1n conceit of their own ſpecial purity ready to 
ſay, Stand by thy ſelf, come not near to me, for I am holier than thou : 
whereas thole who ſoberly refleC&ting on their nature, their hearts, their 
ways, do frame a right judgment of themſelves, can hardly eſteem any 
man worſe than themſelves ; they perceive themſelves ſo frail, fo de- 
fetuous, ſo culpable, as to find great reaſon for their compliance with 
Phil. 2. 3- thoſe Apoſtolical Precepts ; In lowlineſs of mind, let each man eſteem others 
Kom- 12-10 Berfer than himſelf ; In honour prefer one another. 

This likewiſe diſpoſeth men ro expect more than ordinary regard 
from others ; and they are much diſpleaſed, if they find it not in degree 
anſwerable to their conceit of themſelves ; taking them for filly, en- 
vious, or injurious perſons, who forbear to yield it : ſuch excellent per- 
ſons muſt in all things be humoured, and cockered,. otherwiſe you great- 
ly wrong them. ; 

Hence alſo ſuch men eaſily become diſcontented and impatient ; for 
if they be croſſed in any thing, if any misfortune toucheth them, they 
take it very ill ; ſuppoſing they deſerve it not, but are worthy of better 
uſage and fortune. | 

In fine, as this cauſeth a man to behave himſelf untowardly in reſpect 
to all others (toward God, and toward his ENS) ſo thence he 
moſt unbeſeemingly carrieth himſelf roward himſelf ; he is no faithfull 
friend, no good companion to himſelf, but a fond mignon, a vile flatterer, 
or a profane idolater of himſelf: for (like NarciſiuS being tranſported 


with conceit of his own incomparable beauty or excellency, he pa 
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love to and courteth himſelf; finding delight in ſuch conceit, he by all 


means cheriſheth it, glozing and flattering himſelf ( as the Pſalm hath vai. 36. 2. 
it) # hs own eyes ; repreſenting his qualities to his imagination in falſe 


ſhapes, he devoutly adoreth thoſe Idols of his brain. Farther, | | 
3- Self-conceit 1s alſo frequently grounded upon other inferiour ad- 
vantages ; upon gifts of nature (as ſtrength, aCtivity, beauty) upon 
gifts of fortune *' called) as birth, wealth, dignity, power, fame, 
ſucceſs; upon theſe things men ordinarily much value themſelves, and 
are ſtrangely pufft up with vain opinion; taking themſelves from them 
to be great and happy perſons; but ſeeing (as we touched before) theſe 
things are in themſelves little valuable (as ſerving no great purpoſe, 
nor turthering our true oy ages; ſeeing they are not commendable 
(as not depending on our free choice, but proceeding from nature or 


chance) ſeeing they are not durable or certain, but eaſily may be feve- 


red from us; the vanity of ſelf-conceit founded on them is very notori- 
ous, and I ſhall not inſiſt more to declare it; I ſhall onely recommend 


the Prophet's advice concerning ſuch things; Let not the wiſe man glory Jer. g.23,24. 


zn his wiſedom, neither let the mighty man. glory in his ga let not the 
rich man glory in hu riches ; but let him that glorieth, glory in thu, that 
he Rp tay an ry and knoweth me; that I am the Lord, which exerciſe 
loving kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs in the earth: that is, Nothing 
within us or about us, ſhould elevate our minds, excepting the aſſurance, 


that God doth govern the World, being ready to proteQ and ſuccour us; 


todiſpence mercy and juſtice to us; fo that how weak and helpleſs ſoever 
in our ſelves, yet confiding in him, we ſhall never be overwhelmed by 
any wrong, or misfortune. 

So much concerning Self-conceit, the other parts of vitious Self-love 
may be reſerved to another occaſion. 
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| For men ſhall be lovers of themſelves, &c. 


Nf Self-confidence. 


IT. Nother like culpable kind of Self-love is that of Se/f-confidence ; 
A when men beyond reaſon, and without regard unto God's 

— providence do rely upon themſelves, and their own abilities, 
imagining that, without God's direction and help, 


eo {0-4 J ” F H x | : » . . . 
Rp, By equi are 7«». by the contrivances of their own wit and diſcretion, 
Ob darvxSivres goow wet by the prevalency of their own ſtrength and cou- 


Soph. AMS. rape, by their induſtrious care, reſolution and ac- 
tivity they can compals any deſign, they can attain any good, they can 
arrive to the utmoſt of their deſires, and become ſufficiently happy ; 
not conſidering that of God ( 7 whoſe hand our breath z, and whoſe are 
all our ways ; in whoſe hand is the ſoul of every living thing, and the breath 


of all mankind) all our being, and all our ability do abſolutely Exper ; 
” nar 


Dan. 5. 23+ 
Job 12. 10, 


FU thing | 


fp 


ſufficiency is of Gvd : theſe oracles of truth, and even diftates of reaſon 2: '5: 
6 leſs than principles of religion they conſider not, who confide in their 
- /aabilities, with which nature or fortune do ſeem to have furniſhed 
THC | 

This is that inſtance of felf-love.,, which the Wiſe-man biddeth us to 
beware of : Truſt ( faith he) in the Lord with all thine heart, and leay prov. 3. 5, 6. 
not to thine own underſtanding ; In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
ſhall diref thy paths. This is that which he condemaneth as fooliſh, and 
oppoſite to-wile proceeding ; He that truſteth in his own heart, is a fool; Prov. 28. 26, 
but whoſo walketh wiſely, ſhall be delivered. 

This is thaty which ſmothereth devotion, and keepeth men from ha- 
ving recourſe to God ; while they think it needleſs to ask for that, —eqummi 
which they have in their power, or have means of obtaining ; this con- _— ipſe 
ſequently depriveth them of divine aid, which is afforded onely ro thoſe *"** 
who ſeek ir, and confide therein. 

"This often engageth men to attempt things raſhly, and cauſeth them 
to come off unhappily ; God interpoſing to croſs them, with purpoſe to 

cure their errour, or confound their preſitmption. 

| From hence, if God ever ſuffereth their attempt to proſper, they ſa- 
crilegiouſly and profanely arropate to themſelves the ſucceſs, ſacrificing 1c, ro. 13. 
to their own net, and faying with him in the Prophet, By the ſtrength of 
my hand have I done it, and by my wiſedom, for I am prudent. 

This cauſeth moſt men to fail of true content here, and of happineſs 
finally ; while taking them to be, where they are not, at home, with- 
in their own hand, or reach, they neglect to ſearch after them abroad, 
there where they onely do lie, in the hand and diſpoſal of God. 


Df Self-complacence. 


II. A like act of blameable Self-love, is Se/f-complacence, that is 
reatly delighting in ones ſelf, or in the goods, which he fanfieth him- 
Fi ro enjoy, or in the works, which he performeth : when men in 
contemplation of their works and atchievements go ſtrutting about, and 
laying with that vain Prince, 1s not this great Babylon, that F have built 
when refleing on their poſſeſſions they | gps and bleſs themſelves, 
like the*rich may in the Goſpe, Soul ( ſaith he, looking upon his accu- 1c 14 19. 
mulated ſtore) thox haſt much goods laid up for many years : Such vain 
Soliloquies do men ordinarily make : Thou haſt (faith a man to himlelf) 
rare endowments of foul ; a wonderfull skill and ability in this, and thar 
| matrer ; 
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matter ; thou art maſter of excellent things ; thou haſt mdnaged'very 
important buſineſs, haſt accompliſhed haxd deſigns, haſt atchieved brave 
feats, with great dexterity and admirable ſucceſs,-by thy wit, and in- 
duſtry ; thou haſt framed and vented very curious orations, very. face- 
tious ſpeeches, very nervous and pithy diſcourſes; thou haſt put. obli- 
gations upon this man, and that ;-thou haſt got-much credit and intereſt 
amongſt men ; the World much.looketh on thee, loveth and prizeth 
thee hugely, reſoundeth with thy fame and praiſe; ſurely thy worth is 
notable, thy deſerts are egregious.; how happy art thou in being ſuch 
a perſon, in performing ſuch things, in enjoying ſuch advantages Thus, 
with a ſpurious and filthy pleaſure do men retle& upon and revolve in 
their minds the goods they deem themſelves to poſſeſs, and the favoura- 
ble occurrences that ſeem to befall them ; being fond of their own qua- 
lities and deeds as of their children, which however they are in them- 
ſelves, do always appear handſome and towardly unto them ; any. little 
thing is great and eminent, any ordinary thing 1s rare, any indifferent 
thing is excellent to them, becauſe it is theirs ; out of any thing, how 
dry and infipid ſoever it is in it ſelf, they ſuck a vain and fooliſh 
pleaſure. 

Hence is that honeſt and pure delight, which they ſhould taſte in 
faith and love toward God, in the hope of future celeſtial things, in the 
enjoyment of ſpiritual bleſſings, in the conſcience of vertuous praftice, 
quite choaked or greatly damped. Oo. ers 

Hence alſo that hearty contrition, and ſaber ſadneſs, which by re- 
flexion upon their great detects, and frequent miſcarriages they ſhould 
continually maintain in theit ſouls, 1s utterly ſtifled. 

Hence alſo that charitable complacency in the weltare, and condo- 
lency with the adverſities of their brethren is ſuppreſſed ; Hence cannot 
they be ſatisfied with any thing done by others, they cannot apprehend 
the worthy deſerts, they cannot render due commendation to the good 
deeds of their neighbour ; for while men are fo pleaſed with their own 
imaginary felicities, they: cannot well diſcern, they will not be duly at- 
feed with the real advantages, or diſaſters of themſelves, or of others. 


- Df Self-will, 


IV. Another culpable kind of Selt-love is Se/f-wi//; ( av92%a, plea- 
ſing ones ſelf in his choice, and proceeding, without or againſt reaſon ) 
when a man unaccountably or unreaſonably, with obſtinate reſolution, 
purſueth any courſe offenſive to others, or prejudicial to himſelf, ſo that 

he will not hearken to any advice, nor yield to any 


Tlee! wy ay amy n emmy winim Conſideration diverting him from his purpoſe, but 


gt 26 Lk Ky tin Synef, Putteth off all, with a —Szat pro ratione voluntas - 


Say what you can, let what will come on ic, I will 


Vid. Sen, Ep. 23. de Ben. 438. At. Joe as I pleaſe, I will proceed in my own Way; .ſo 


| ] am reſolved, fo it ſhall be. 


4 


'Fhis is that generally which produceth in men the wilfull commiſ- 


ſion of fin; although apparently contrary to their own intereſt and wel- 
fare, depriving them of. the beſt goods, bringing on them moſt heavy 
j<) hicfs : this cauſerh them. irreclaimably to perſiſt in impenitence. 
Hence do they ſtop their ears againſt wholſome counſel, they harden 


their 
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at] ng, promiſing, Prov. I. 25+ 
rega "E, 


1nd (9% pretenicn of Xo the moſt aphmtnt conſequences of damage, 
Liferaes; "pain rdition upon their ill courſes ene conesrs them ; their 
will is ous ble againſt, the moſt-powerfull attempts to win and'bet- 
ter them : Let all the wiſedom in the World folicit them, with a 7urm prov. r. 23, 
at my reproef, it ſhall have occaſton to complain; They would none of my 25: *5 

counſel, they deſpiſed all my reproof. 

This is that alſo*more pa rly, which bree- int ole to 16 
deth ſo much miſchief to the publick, which peſte» 5; RS \-F1w/b-wateS s 
reth anddiſturbeth private converſation : This ma- Nimey, Jus wed whaws iYudo@ 
keth converſation harſh, andfriendſhip intolerable... - __ 

Hence are memin their demeanour fo peeviſh ae frown? ſo per- 'AvSdJke i- 
verſe and croſgrained, ſo ſtiff and ſtubborn; with much inconvenience _ _ 
to others, and commonly with more to themſelves. ad Dionem, 

Hence will they not ſubmit to the commands of their Superionrs ; ©: 4: 
they will not comply with the cuſtoms of their Countrey, they will 
not be complaiſant in converſation; but every where-raiſe faQtious oppo- 
ſitions, Rindlefierce contentions, maintain diſorderly ſingularities: they 
care not how for enjoying their humour they break the peace of the 
World, they diſlurb the order of things, "they create tumults and trou- 
bles in any ſociety ; ; they bring vexations and. miſchiefs on others, on 
themſelves. © They do not conſider, or value'the great harm they bring 
upon the publick, nor how much themſelves do ſuffer by it ; fo they 
have their will, what-if the ſiate be plunged into confuſion and trouble ; 
what if their neighbours be ſorely ne 05 what if themſelves loſe 
their caſe and pleaſure? 

Tr muſt be juſt as they will have 1 it; whes if ten to one think other- 
wiſe; what if generally the wiſeſt men are agreed to the contrary, what 
if the moſt preſſing neceſſity of affairs do not admit it ; what if pub- 
lick-authority (thoſe whom all equity doth conſtitute ju s, and to 
who God himſelf hath committed the arbitration thereof) do not al- 

'1t; yet ſo it muſt be, becauſe they fanſic it, otherwiſe they will not 
be quiet ; ſo do they facrifice the greateſt benefits of ſociety (publick 
order and peace, mutual love and friendſhip, common ſafety and pro- 
ſperity) to their private will and humour, 


. This is uns, which St. Paul ſo ofteg - forbid. in word, ang _ 


p 
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x Cor. 9. 22, of Chriſt; and. again,” To the weak became. Las weak, that 1 —_— &aiz 

196 the weak; I am madejall:things to:all men, that I might by all means ſave 
ſome : Th hough 1 :beifree from all-men:(that-is anakt  bove no Supe 
riour, that can command-me*or oblige me in theſe matters) yet have 
1 made my ſe ſernant to al, that 1 might gain;the more. What thigiex: 

_ cellent. perſonr'was'in this inſtance of mamging Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, 
andipromoting the Goſpel, that-both in'the-ſame caſes, and in the pro- 
ſecution of all other deſigns, in _— evnrtriation and. practice ſhould 

 we-likewiſe/be. 

We ſhould in no caſe indulge our' own: amony or fancy, but ever 
look to the reaſon of the thing, andyact Daans.« * whatever it re- 
quireth. "ll 7} 

- -.. We ſhould never wy without ftriving with competent application of 
mind to diſcern clearly ſome reaſon, why.we act ; and from obterving 
the dictates of that reaſon-no-nnaccomptabl cauſe ſhould pervert us: 
Blind will, head-ſtrong inclination, impetuous paſſion ſhould never guide, 
or draw, or drive us to anything; for this is not to ad like a man, but 
as a beaſt, or rather worſe.than a beaſt; for beaſts operate by a blind i in- 

ſtinS&indeed;.but ſuch'as is planted in them by a ſuperiour wiſedom, un- 
crringly directing them to a purſuit of their. true good ; but man is left 
Sap. 1.12: 7#0-manu confilti:ſus;4s obliged 'Gunder fore penalties) not to follow blind 
Deur. 3% 19+ znelinations or.aſtin&t; busto aftwith ſcrious-deliberation and choice, to 
; Cor. 10.24. Obſerve expliciti rules and un of reaſon. + 


of war intereſt, 


Yid. Chryſ.in . * V. Another Fn fort of Self-love i is that of Self. <intereſt; itn 
1 Cor. 01.25- men-nordinately or immoderately do covet anditrive to procure for them- 
ſelves theſe worldly goods merely becauſe profitable or pleaſant to them- 
ſelves; not conſidering or regarding the good of others, according to 


the rules of juftice; of humanity;-ot Chriſtian charity ; when their af- 
fetions,; their :cares, their:endeavours do mainly tend to the advance- 


ment, advantage; ordelight of themſelves; they little caring what cometh 
on it, 'who loſeth, who fſuffereth thereby. 

They look upon'themſelves as if they were all the World, and noman 
belide concerned thereih, 'or conſiderable to them; that the good ftate - 
of things is tobe meaſured by their condition ; that all is well, if they 
do proſper and andad, all is ll, af they are diſappointed in their defircs 


-..,Phe good of no man, not. tofehei brethren, not of their friends, not 
of theiCountrey doth comeWith-them under conſideration ; what ſcan- 


dals.do _ 9s ian” {re committed, what miſchiefs are cauſed 
Wa ger-lomewhat thereby : what if the Church, or 


ar Fre i909. novo be offended, or diſtur- 


f or fro 4 way it 18, hes often- 

ard cur eo is what means they uſey 
he os ba fever r they be) toward the compaſling their:de- 
tliey: tramp right, they violate all ws and rules 
uſts, they-betray their friends, they 

_ ſupplant 
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fupplant their neighbour ; they flatter and collogue, they wind: about 
Dy __ they detra& from the worth and vertue of any man, 
they forge and vent odious ſfanders, they commit any ſort of wrong 
and outrage, they (without regard or remorſe) doe any thing, which 
ſeemeth to further their deſign. ns 2) 
This is the great ſource of uncharitableneſs, for from hence men af- 
fe&t no man Ce he Ker uns vv _ —_— _ 
therefore is ever ſlighted ana neg y them as v 
Rok onely is minded and reſpetted ay capable to promote their ends, 
they become hard-hearted toward others; not conſidering, or commiſe- 
rating their caſe; - — will part with nothing from themielves to thoſe, 
who need their relief ; they delight in nothing which doth not make 
for their advantage : all their ſhews of friendſhip and reſpe& are mer- 
cenary, and mere trade ; they doe nothing grats, or for love. ' // 
This is the great root of all the diforders, and milchiefs in the World 
this ſelf-love prompteth men to thoſe turbulent ſcramblings, and ſcut- 
lings, whereby good order is confounded; this engageth them to deſert 
their ſtations, to tranſgreſs their bounds; to invade and encroach upon 
others with fraud, and violence : did men with any conſcionable mode« 
ration mind, and purſue their own private intereſt, all thoſe fierce ani- 
molities, thoſe fiery ono thoſe bztrer — , thoſe ranco- 
rous grudpes, thoſe calumnious ſupplantings, thoſe pertidious cozenages, 
thoſl oigete violences, thoſe Nees ioakederacdes, thoſe ſeditious 
murmurings and tumultuous clamours would vaniſh, and ceaſe; ſelf-in- 
tereſt it is that gives life and nouriſhment toall ſuch praftices, the which —n&n fx 
embroil the World in diſcord, and diſorder. It is not out-of pure mad- '7,** ® 
neſs, or wanton humour that commonly men engage themſelyes and Bella petume 
others in thoſe baſe and troubleſome courſes, but our of deſign to get by "47, vi#? 
it ; hope of gain to be raked'out of publick ruines, and diſorders, is the 
inciple that moveth them, the reward they propound to themſelyes 
their pains in medling, toward the promoting them ; Like thoſe 
_ ſet fire on the Town, that they may get opportunity to rifle and 
age. 
: He that taketh himſelf to be as but one man 
(naturally like and equal to others) conceiving that 
he ought to conſider the intereſt and right of other dans a6 27 ring: grids ncticner 
men in the fame rank with his own, that he in rea- 05 #107 M0 matien puta, Or 
ſon ſhould be contented with that ſhare, which ari- 
ſeth to him by fair means ; who thence refolveth to be ſatisfied with his 
own lot, to abide quiet in his ſtation, to yield the ſame deference and 
compliance to others which he can 265mm or pretend to receive from - 
them; who defires onely to enjoy the gifts of providence, and the fruits 
of his induſtry, 1n a due ſubordination to the publick peace and welfare ; 
he will not eafily ſtrive or ſtruggle for preferments, he will not foment 
emulations or fa&ions for his advantage, he will never deſign to cozen 
or ſupplant, to detra& or calumniate for advancement of his ends; he 
thence will not contribute to the miſchiefs, and troubles in the World. 
Self-intereſt therefore is the great enemy to the commonweal ; that 
which perverteth all right, which confoundeth all order, which ſpoileth 
all the convenience ng comfort of Society. 
It is a practice indeed (this practice of purſuing ſelf-intereſt fo vehe- 
mently, fo eſpecially above all things) which is looked upon and cried 
Uu z up 


Ut quiſque maxim? ad ſuton commodun 
refert quacunque agit , it# minims eft vir 
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up.as a.clear and certain point of wiſedom;z; the onely ſolid wiſedom, in 
compariſon whereto thoſe precepts, which preſcribe the praftice of firict 
juſtices ingenuaus-humanity,' free charity-are but pedantical tattles, or 
notions merely chimerical; So'the World: now more than ever ſeemeth 
to judge ; and accordingly to act; and thence is the ſlate of things vi- 
ſibly fo.bad, and calamitous;: thence ſo little honeſty in.dealings, thence 
ſo little: ſettlement in affairs are diſcernible; But haw falſe that judg- 
nient is, will appear, if the-caſe be weighed/in the balance of pure rea- 
ſon; -and moſt fooliſh it will appear being ſcanned according to the prin- 
ciples of Religion. .. 1 © Oe | 

\In reaſon is it not very abſurd, 'that any than ſhould look ugon him- 
ſelf as more than a ſingle-perſon;; that he ſhould prefer himſelf before 
another, to whorn he 1s not in! any-/ reſpe&.ſuperiour ; that he ſhould 
advance his own concernment. above the publick benefit, which com- 
prehendeth his good, and without which his good cannot fubſiſt > Can 
any man rationally. conceive, that he can firmly thrive, or perſiſt in a 
quiet and ſweet.condition,. when he graſpeth to himſelf more than is due 
or fitting, when he provoketh againſt himſelf the emulation, the com- 
petition, the oppoſition, the hatred and obloquy of all, or of many o- 
ther perſons? Th TT» 

May not any man reaſonably have the ſame apprehenſions, and incli- 
nations, as we. may have z may not any man juſtly proceed in the ſame 
manner as we may do? will they not, ſeeing us mainly to atie& our 
private intereſt , be induced, and in a manner forced to doe the like 2 
thence what end can there beiof progging, and {crambling tor things 2 
and in the confuſion thence arifing, what quiet, what content can we 
enjoy ? ; | | ports” a | t 

=—_ Doth not natufe by implanting 4n our conſtitution a love of 
ſociety, and averfation from ſolitude, inclinations to pity and humanity, 
pleaſant complacencies in obliging and doing courteſies to others, appe- 
tites of honour and good eſteem from others, aptneſs to approve and like 
the practices of juſtice, af fidelity, of courteſie, of beneficence, capa- 
Cities to yield ſuccour and benefit to our brethren dictate unto us, that 
our good is inſeparably connected and complicated with the good of o- 
thers, ſo that it cannot without its own impairing ſubſiſt alone, or be ſe- 
vered from the good of others ; no more thana limb can withour ſuffe- 
ring and deſtru@ton be torn from the whole? 

Is there not to all men in ſome meaſure, to ſome men in a higher de- 
gree, a generoſity. innate, moſt lovely and laudable to all ; which dif- 
poſeth men with their own pain, hazard and detriment to ſuccour and 

relieve others in diſtreſs, to ſerve the publick, and promote the benefit 
of ſociety ; fo that inordinately to regard private intereſt dothy.thwart 

the reaſon and wiſedom of nature ? 7 
_ | The frame of our nature indeed ſpeaketh, that 
RE Oedere mund. ye are not born for our ſelves ; We ſhall find man, 
Subrepſit , partemgae tulit fibi nata v- if we-contemplate him, to be a nobler thing, than 
luptas. RE Ye to have been deſigned to ſerve himlelf, or to ſatisfy 

« Paul, » 9. 

raps his ſingle pleaſure ; his endowments are too excel- 
lent, his capacities too large for ſo mean and narrow purpoſes. How 
pitifull a creature were man, if this were all he was made tor ; how forry 
a faculty were reaſon, if it ſerved not to- better uſes? he debaſeth him- 
lf, he diſgraceth his nature, who hath ſo low conceits, and purſueth to 
petty deſigns. Nay 
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+. "Nay even-a true regard: to-our. own private good will-engape'us not 
wg Ho purſue {elt-intereſt ; it being much hugged will be ſmbthe- 
red, and deftroyed.- 1 91 lo 0 "7 ent 

- As we are:alt born members of the World, as we are compaQted into 
the. Commonwealth, as:'we are incorÞdrated into. any: yociety; as We 
partake in any'converſation.or company; 10 by mutual ſupport, aid, de- 
tence, comfort not onely the common welfare firſt, but our particular 
benefit conſequently doth ſubſiſt ; by hindring or prejudicing them, the 
publick firſt, in = "mg our particular doth ſutter ; Our thriving 
by the common prejudice, will 1n the end turn to our own loſs. As if 
one member ſucketh too much nouriſhment to it ſelf, and thence ſwel- 
leth into an exorbitant bulk, the whole thence incurreth diſeaſe, fo 
coming to periſh, or languiſh ; whence conſequently that irregular mem- 
ber will fall into a participation of ruine, or decay ; fo it is in the ſtate 
of humane Corporations, he that in ways unnatural, or unjuſt (for 
juſtice is that in humane Societies, which nature is in the reſt of things) 
draweth unto himſelf the juice of profit or pleaſure, fo as thence to 
grow beyond his due ſize, doth thereby not onely create diſtempers in 
the publick body, but worketh miſchief, and pain to himſelf ; he muſt 
not imagine to eſcape feeling ſomewhat of the inconvenience and miſery, 
which ariſeth from publick convulſions and diſorders. 

So doth reaſon plainly enough diftate ; and religion with clearer evi- 
dence, and greater advantage diſcovereth the fame. 

Its expreſs Precepts are ; that we ſhould aim to love our neighbour as 
our ſelves, and therefore ſhould tender his intereſts as our own ; that we 
ſhould not in competition with the greater good of our neighbour re- 

gard our own-.leſſer good; that we ſhould not ſeek our own @hings, 
but concern our ſelves in the good of others ; that we ſhould not conſult 
our own eaſe and pleaſure, but ſhould contentedly bear the burthens of 
our brethren : Look not every man to his own things, but every man alſo Phil. 2. 4- 
to the thYugs of others ; Let no man ſeek his own, but every man another's 1 Cor.10.24. 
wealth ; Bear one anothers burthens, and ſo fulfill the law of Chriſt : Cha- Gal. 2. 6. 
rity ſeeketh not its own ; theſe are Apoſtolical precepts, and aphoriſms ; i cor. 13. 5. 
theſe are fundamental rules and maxims of our holy Religion. 

It chargeth us induſtriouſly to employ our pains, liberally to expend 
our. goods,, yea ( in ſome caſes ) willingly to expoſe .and devote our 
lives tor the benefit of our brethren. 

It recommendeth to us the examples of thoſe, who have underwent 
unſpeakable pains, loſſes, diſgraces, troubles and inconveniences of all 
kinds for the furthering the good of others ; the examples of our Lord, 
and of his Apoſtles, who never in any caſe regarded their own intereſts, 
but ſpent and facrificed themſelves to the publick welfare of mankind. 

It repreſenteth us not onely as brethren of one family, who ſhould 
thereforE kindly favour, aſſiſt and grace one another, but as members of ron. 12. ;. 
one ſpiritual body ( members one of another ) compacted by the cloſeſt i cor.12. 25. 
bands of common alliance, atiefion and intereſt, whoſe good much | 
conſiſteth in the good of each other, who ſhould together rejoice, and gon! 
condole with one another ; who ſhould care for one anothers good as 
for our own; looking upon our ſelves to gain by the advantage, to 
thrive in the proſperity, to be refreſhed with the joy, to, be graced with 
the honour, to be endamaged by the loſſes, to be afflicted with the 

| croſſes of our brethren ; ſo that If ( as St. Paul faith) ove member ſuf- 1 Cor.12, 26. 
fer, 
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2 TIM, HE 2. 
For men ſha# be lovers of themſelves, &c. 


Df Uain-qglozpy. 


HEN a regard to the opinion, or deſire of the eſteem of men 

M/Y/ is the main principle, from which their ations do proceed, 

FF or the chief end, which they propound to themſelves : in- 

ſtead of conſcience of duty, love and reverence of God, hope of the re- 

rds-promiſed,” a ſober regard to their true-good, this 1 is FVain-glory. 
Such was the vain-glory of the Phariſees;-who faſted, who prayed, who mar. 5, 

ave alms, 'who' did af their works that they might be ſeen of men, and Matt. 23: 5: 
trom them obtain the reward of eſtimation and applauſe : this is that 


which St.-Paul forbiddeth ; Let nothing be done out of ſtrife, or vain- Phil. 2. 3. 
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n- men affect and delight in- praiſe from mean, or- indifferent 
Fn as from ſecular dignity, power, wealth, irength, Te, wit, 
earning, 


2$Y 


59538 
org 


Fg 


- 


40 
"the. 
p ; [ FO" "Y Fes MS EY PN _ bn Ts 
E- _ —— 
: en >% = 
, * - 
/ ) by % 


336 4 &- Of V ain-glor "M 


et; _—_ 


Plal. 49. 6. lear nin A eloque hes: + wiſedom or craft : as, There are many (fairhr he 
Pſalmiſt) that boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their riches.  Neba- 
chaduetzar was railed with the conceit of havin ceifor the 


glory of his Majeſty, Herod was a 


ovgot. 
Rom. I. 22» 


and blameleſs life. . - » 

As all other goods, fo this ſhould be affected moderately. 

It is not worth induſtry, or a dire aim. | 

When they are unwilling to part with the eſteem of men, upon any 
accompt, but rather will deſert their duty, than endure diſgrace ; pri- 
zing the opinion of men before the favour and approbation of God : as 

John 12. 43- It is ſaid *of thoſe Rulers, who believed in our Lord, but becauſe of the 
Phariſees did not confeſs him, that they might not be put out of the Syna- 

John 5. 444 gogue, for they loved the glory of men, rather than the glory that is of Ged. 
And thoſe, to whom our Saviour faid ;- Zow can ye believe, who receive 
glory from one another, but do not ſeek the glory that ts of Gag ?. 

When they purſue it irregularly, are cunning and politick to procure 
it ; hunt for it in oblique ways, lay gins, traps and baits for it ; tfuch 
are oftentation of things commendable, fair ſpeeches, kind looks and ge- 
oc. devoid of ſincerity, &c. ſuch ways ambitious and popular men 

0 uſe. 
T? vrais This practice is upon many accompts vain and culpable, and it pro- 
one duceth great inconvenience. | 

Naz. Fp.63 I. It is vain, becauſe unprofitable. Is it not a fooliſh thing for a man 
to affe& that, which little concerneth him toghave, which having he is 
not conſiderably benefited? Such manifeſtly is the good opinion ot men ; 
how doth that reach us; do we feel the commotions of their fancy ; doth 

their breath blow us any good ? : 
Qui dedit be 2, It is vain, becauſe uncertain. How eaſily are the judgments of 
ppt men altered ; how fickle are their conceits? 'the wind of Heaven js not 
more fleeting and variable than the wind of-popular air. In a trice the 
caſe is turned with them; they admire and ſcorn, they approve and 
condemn, they applaud and reproach, they court and perſecute the fame 
perſon, as their fancy is caſually moved, or as fortune doth favour a per- 
ſon. Hiſtories are tull.of inſtances of perſons, who have been now the 
rus -of the people, preſently the objects of their hatred and ob- 
—Stltus _ is vain, becauſe unſatisfactory. How can a man be ſatisfied 
g2w"7" in. with the opinion of bad judges; who eſteem @ man-without good 
digns. grounds, commonly for things not deſerving regard ; who cannot 
diſcern thoſe things, which really deſerve eſteem, good PO and 
| oneſt 
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all "2 « _ caſed with the-comimendaticn of * 5 


juvat, ou 


nd conſcious to himſelf gun 
hich con ſhould be aſhamed to re #en/m'? 
elf luſh to own any praiſe, = 
ond# It is-ugly: 6#. unſeemly to men z > oY 
re, > tun fig out of this principle. It misbecometh 
| zerform thin pn: pitifull a-reward, or to look upon it as 
Aa aload tecompende tar his oi folrplibtes 7 there being conſiderations - 
fo my ys greater to induce and enconrage him ; the fatisfaCtion of con- 
ſcience, the pleaſing C , and procuring his favour ; the obtaining eter- 


"Fs It; isvain, becauſe mich If welſeek glory toour ſelves, wewrong 
God thereby, -to whoni the glory theredf 15 due.; If there be in us any 
dowment conſiderable (ſtrength, beauty , Wit, ) it is from 
of our being and lite: 1s there any ſupervenient or ac- 


ite perſe tion (2s skill, kn ledge, wiſedom) it is from God, who 
us the mear Sa nm of getting it, who guided our pro- 
ding and blelſed our i hiftry: Is thereany advantage of fortune be- 
(as digni Y, ; power -wealth,) it is the gift of God, who 
et ngs, 'who difpoſeth all: things by his providence: Is 
diſpofitionin us, or any good work performed by 
us; it is theproduction 972 —_ who. worketh in us to will, and to doe Phil. 2. 13. 
"ace ding fo bis good pleaſure: Have we any: good, that we can call our 
own; that we have independently and abſolutely made, or purchaſed 
to our ſelves; if not any, why do we afſume to our ſelves the glory of 
it, as if we were its makers or authours? 'tis St. Paw!'s expoſtulation ; 
who made thee to differ 2 what haſt tho, which thos didſt not receive 2 1 Cor. 4, 7. 
i008 oe thou Oe receive it, _ doſt thou wD as 7 if thou hadſt not recei. 19 3: 27+ 


n A hinriof wh tne: honour: Tinh "= 
& in that great inſtance of ſmiting Herod with a mi- 
us vengeance; becauſe he did not_ give the glory to God, but arro- aa: 12. 234 
mnt olory to himſelf, receiving with complacence, the profane flat- 
teries of the people. He hath faid, 7 wiZ not give my glory to ano- 
Sher 5 
6. It isvain, becants ievous + It corrupteth our mind with a lewd 
ore which abekerh the purer _—_ of a good conſcience, ſpi- 


x the Tad, due to : of works, Ws out of 


the wn principles of piety. *ATiyuor # ju Matt. 6. 
ro wr 


oblerVeabie, , that the « che Word 99 oh ſignifieth to praiſe or applaud, 
to infatuate, or make mad. IM = 


Xu | Glory 


es pn 


| Glory doth fir antianclomely upon us, whoare ſo weak and rail, 
are ſo impure: andinfull, who are'ſo. liable ©; reproach, agd blame :-/ris 
E like Purple on/a'Beggar— a Pazegyrict upona. Fly. AY aen all i5-faid 
3 that.can,be wellof us, we are ridict cauſe a thouſand times mor: 
Les might be faid to to our diſparageinert and diſgrace. ;: Fc abd cars 
we have: bad; for one good; "49 kave. done. 'numbealek 
things' we have! kg noo matter nyt 4s 


Fiber, nd rr: 4's Fir. We, aut | 
his'perfe&tions, how' can we admit commendat mew we ta 
any. his of that, which is wholly his due?! | OK 
If weconfider even the bleſſed Angels, and Saints, and how frdhaat 
| we come of them; : what can we ſay, but-praiſe. thenewho are ſo ya 

Þ thy, and abhor our ſelves who are fo vile 2 - p51: Ton 

3 Seeing there are ſuch objes of praiſe, how can it be; canferr dona 

mortal, vile, Wretcned creaupe?: TOA GL INOS TS 22 70 Do.) Þ 


When a man. _ puf 
ſurably affcQing humſelf) LIN 
belong to him ;- (more'than pro eaſon by 
mote honour, more power, more wilc dom, Ge.) GH 

When he encroacheth on'therrights, gy nar gi berties, 
into the offices, intermediethrwith the buſineſſes, impoſeth race" 
; ments of, others.” * When he will be adviſing, reaching, ="; atm k. 
I king,” 'comrolling others without their leave; PE UKL 
F 2 When he wil unduly b | —_— Js Je 

Thvke ins inſtances and pro of yitious Self, Jaw. He chardetl 


rightly underſtand, and duly affe@ himſelf, will conrain himſelf within 

hi owmbounds;: will mind his own 0 affairs, will ſufſer-eyery; man undi- 

fturbedly to uſe hisown | ight- a! ind in judging On: > $14 

Theeftefts of this praCtice are; duficenttons, cullatisiactc dges/&e. 

\ for mencannorenige fachfondandunjull ahupationsuponitri RW, 
their obo their Ee Dp 
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Tlie pouredagie, : 7; alking ph ones « felf. i is an n effect cn enanifcſt Ga 
of 'mmoderare Solfofove.. noon on od mo 
F It may ſeem a very flendge and particular matter, tut of great oY 
Y to be'conſidered and corrected... His 
= Toralk much ef onesſelf; "of his own qualities, of his canceramen 
3 of his actions ; - ſo as either down rigs bo commend ones folf, ord 
liquely to infinuate grounds of commendation'z' to catd + ang Or 
howeyerito drive on-our own deſigns .and-inta rc 

'Tis an argument of Selfdove ; proceeding fr a.2 buaneds of thong, 
concerning ones ſelf; and a fond affection to Ones own things (Our of 
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' Serm. KXXI. Of Talking of ones ſelf. - a> 
the abundance of the, heart, the mouth ſpeaketh; aſſuredly we think much ; 
of that, and*we like it greatly,” concerning which we are prompt to | 


diſcourſe : the imaginations and affe&ions diſcharge themſelves at the 
motth. ) RE .. E125 | 
'This is a fooliſh and hurtfull praftice. For 
- 2. It is vain, and: hath no effe&t. We thereby ſeek to recommend 
our ſelves to the opinion of men ; but we fail therein ; for our words 
aire no belief. For no man is looked upon as a good judge, or a faith- 
full witneſs in his own caſe ; A good judpe; and a faithfull witneſs muſt 
be indifferent, and diſintereſted ; but every man is eſteemed to be fa- 
vourable, to be'partial in his'opinion'concerning himſelf ; to be apt to 
ſtrain a point of truth and right in paſſing teſtimony or ſentence upon 
himſelf: He therefore that ſpeaketh of himſelf is not believed, his words 
have no good effe& on the hearers : it is true what the Wiſe-man obſer- 
veth : oft men will proclaim every one his own goodneſs, but a faithfall man Prov. 20. 6. 
who can find 2 (but it is hard to find one, who in making report, or paſ- 
ſing judgment concerning himſelf will be faithfull and juſt.) Kzvy2&a: 2 cor. r2. 1: 
& aupuptect poor, © at 
_ 2. Yea it uſually hath a contrary effect; and deſtroyeth that which 
it aimeth at. Selt-commendation is fo fat froFprocuring a good opi- 
nion, that it breedeth an'evil one. TT 
Men have a prejudice againſt what is ſaid, as proceeding from a ſu- 
pected witneſs ; one who 1s byaſſed by ſelf-love, and bribed by ſelf-inte- 
reſt'to impoſe upon them. No# he that commendeth himſelf is approved. 2 Cor.1o. 18, 
It is faſtidious; as impertinent, inſignificant and infipid ; ſpending 2 Cor.io: 13: 
time, and beating their ears to no purpoſe; they take it for an injury to *X# 4 
ſuppoſe them ſo weak as to be moved by ſuch words, or forced into a ou. ow 
good Conceit. IB ' 
It 1s odious, and invidious : fot all men do love themſelves, no leſs 
than we our ſelves : and cannot endure to ſee thoſe, who affe& to ad- 
vance themſelves, and reign in our opinion. 
, - At prompteth them to ſpeak evil of us; to ſearch for faults to cool and 
check us. l | 
It is therefore a, prepoſterous and vain way to think of gaining credit 
and love : men thereby infallibly loſe, or depreſs themſelves. 
Of all words, thoſe which expreſs our ſelyes, and our things; 7, 
and mine, &c. are the leaſt pleaſing to'mens ears. 
It ſpoileth converſation : for he that loveth to ſpeak of himſelf, doth 
leaſt love td hear others ſpeak of themſelves ; and ſo is.not attentive. 
If a man have worthy qualities, and doe good deeds ; let them ſpeak 
for him; they will of themſelves extort commendation; his ſilence about 
thefh, his ſeeming to negle& them will enhance their worth in the opi- 
nion of 'men. © Prating about them, obtruding them upon men will mar 
their credit ; inducing men to think them done not out of love to ver- 
tue, but for a vain-glorious deſign. Thus did Czcero, thus have many rizre «- 
others blaſted the glory of their vertuous deeds. ; (por 107d: 
 « 3+ Suppoling you get the belief, and the praiſe you aim at, to have 4 _ 
zmplacence th reins bad, or dangerous ; 'tis a fond ſatisfaftion, is a 2 Cor-11. 19 


VitIOuUsS pleaſure £ it pufteth up, it befooleth. 3 
.4:#It is againſt modeſty. It argueth the man hath a high opinion of 4 

himſelf; The believe himflf what he ſaith, he hath ſo ; if nor, .wby . 

would he perſuade others to have it? ; 


XX 2 Modeſty 
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pea yh 
half; and while they run upon the extreme borders of wp rn it is ha 
to ſtop their carriere, ſo as not to launch forth into falſhood: *Tis hard 
to ſtand upon. the brink, without falling into the ditch. + 
It is therefore adviſcable in our diſcourſe to leave our ſelves out as 
much as may be ; never, if we can help it, to fay /, mize, &c. never 
ſeeking, commonty ſhunning, and declining occaſion to ſpeak of our 
ſelves : it will bring much convenience and benefit to us. 

Our diſcourſe will not be offenſive; we ſhall decline envy, and oblo- 
quy ; we ſhall ayoid being talked of; we ſhall eſcape temptations of va- 
nity ; we ſhall better attend to what others ſay, Sc. 

If we will be ſpeaking of our ſelves, it is aloha to ſpeak ſincerely 

2 Cor. 12. s. and unaffe&tedly concerning « our infirmities, and faults; as St. Paul does 
11-39% of himſelf. ® 
Plut. 7757s There are ſome caſes, Re” 2 man' may commend himſelf; ; a5in 
wir +" his own defence ; to maintain his authority urge. le; &c 

; ſo doth St. Paul often. He calleth it folly to boaſt (becauſe genera | 

it is) yet he doth it for thoſe ends. "MP" 8 
Prov. 27.6. Let another praiſe thee, and not thine own mouth, a frranger and not 
, thine own lips. 


Thinking of our ſelves. 


Thinking of our lor with glee and pleaſure; this isa great nouriſher 
of immoderate ſelt-love, for the more they indulge toa gazing upon them- 
ſelves with delight, the more they grow in love, the more pallionately 
they come to dote on themſelves. 

It is good to refle& inward and to view our ſouls; ; but we ſhould doe 
it ſo, as to find a wholſome diſpleaſure and regret in beholding our ſelves 
ſo foul and impure, ſo weak and defectuous, fo ugly and deformed ; if we 
doe thus, we ſhall not over-love our ſelves. 


Some general remedies of Self-love. 


. 


7. To refle& upon our ſelves ſeriouſly, and impartially, conſidering 
our natural nothingneſs, meanneſs, baſenelſs, wy erection, infirmity, 
unworthineſs: the meanneſs and imperfeftion of our nature, the de- 
fects and deformities of our ſouls, the failings ] miſdemeanours of our 
lives. He that doeth this cannot ſurely fin himſelf lovely ; and muſty, 
therefore take it for very abſurd to dote on himſelf. He will rather be 
induced to diſlike, deſpiſe, abhor and loath himſelf. 

2. To conſider the lovelineſs of other beings Superiour to us; com- 
paring them with our ſelves, and obſerving how very far in excellency, 
worth and beauty they tranſcend us; which if we doe, we _ appear no 
fit 
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fit objets of love, we muſt be checked in our dotage and diverted from 


this fond affeQion to our ſelves. It cannot but daz 
- our affeQions to our ſelves. | 

If we view the qualities, and examples of other men, who in worth, 
in wifedom, in vertue, and piety do far excell us; their noble endow- 
ments, their heroical atchievements; what they have done and ſuffered 
in obedience to God” (their ſtrict temperance and auſterity, their labo- 
rious induſtry, their ſelf-denial, their patience, &c.) how can we but in 
compariſon deſpiſe, and loath our ſelves? 

If we conſider the bleſſed Angels and Saints, in glory and bliſs; their 
purity, their humility, their obedience, how can we think of our ſelves 
without contempt and abhorrence? 

Eſpecially if we contemplate the perfeCtion, the purity, the majeſty 
of God, how-muſt this infinitely debaſe us in our opinion, concerning 
. our ſelves, and conſequently diminiſh our fond afteftion toward things 

fovile and unworthy? | 

3. To ſtudy the acquiſition and improvement of anger” Prog God 
and our neighbour. This will employ and transfer our aftections; theſe 
drawing our ſouls outward, and ſetling them upon ogher obje&ts will abo- 
liſh or abate-the perverſe love toward our (elves. | 

. Toconſfider, that we do owe all weare and have to the free bounty, 
ar grace of God: hence we ſhall ſee that nothing of eſteem or affec- 
tion 15 due to our ſelves; but all to him, who is the fountain and authour 
of all our good. I 

5. To dire& our minds wholly toward thoſe things, which rational 
ſelf-love requireth us to regard and ſeek: to concern our ſelves in getting 
vertue, in performing our duty, in promoting our ſalvation, and arriving 
to happineſs : this will divert us from vanity : a ſober ſel-love will ſtifle 
the other fond ſelf-love. 
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wide things honeſt in the fight of all Men. 


to that Pas, | hat men commonly 
obſervance of hi 


Jlance "pl ty give cauſe to 
bling their conſcience, and 
ſeeming 
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ſeeming to hos *n0 fear of God before: their eyes, they incur an hypo- 
criſis, no leſs tin in bio _ far more dangerous i in conſequ 


nour a meſt enderie and wat chan Nee raqery Joth lie; ; 
They forbearing the performance of their duty merely to ſhun the cen- 
ſure, or to gain the reſpect of the vileſt and vaineſt perſons. 

They would be deemed exceedingly honeſt and fincere, be cauſe for- 
ſooth all their piety 1s cordial, pure, ang vgid of ſiniſter regi*@t, 
pular eſteem ; whereas partial integrity is groſs nonſenſe ; What 
pretence can be more vain, than that we hold a faithfull friend] lip, or 
hearty reſpet for God, whom we openlydiſclaim, or: iſregard ; Where- 


as alſo it is cafily diſcernible, thatalcho gletheip plery 15:not, yet their 


impiety is popular, and affected to ingratiate with men. 

They would be taken.for men of brave, courageous, and maſculine 
ſpirits, exalted abgye the weakheſſes of ſuperſtition and ſcrupuloſity ; 
whereas indeed out of the baſeſt cowardiſe; and a,dread to offend ſorry 


people, they have not a heart to act according to their Cong their Jug: 


ment, their beſt intereſt. - | 

T hey would ſeem very modedt.; in concealing tue ; 
they.kre moſt :impudent ih diſcloſing their want of cok ier 
they” are ſo preſumptuous toward God, as to provoke him{tzo his face by 
their diſobedience ; while theyare not aſhamed to wrong and ſcandali 1Ze 
their brethren by their ill behaviour. 

They would not be uacivil or diſcourteous in thwarting ;the mind 
and pleaſure of their company ; as if in the mean time they might be 
wy” rude toward God in, a onting his will and authority ; as if any 
rule of civility could oblige a man to forfeit his falvation ; as if it were 
not rather moſt cruel diſcourteſie, and barbarous inhymanity to-counte- 
nance or encourage any man in courſes tending to his ruine. 

They would not be ſingular and uncouttiin diſcoſting from the com- 
mon'road, 'or faſhion of men ; As if it were' better to leave:the-.common 


x duty, than the common faults of men ;- asf _wiſedom and vertue were 


oftyulgar things; as if the 'way to Heaven weretthe broadeſ 
themol, tbeaten way;'as ifrarity ſhould abate the priceofgood things 
as if conſpiracy in rebellion againſt God might juſtify orexcuſe the fact; 
as if -it were adviſeable to march-to Hell-ip 4 troop, or-comfo! table; 
lie there for ever among the damned crew-of afjociates in; wickedneſs. - 
\They cannot-endure to be accounted zelots, or bigets.in: ligion;'/A 
ifa man could Hove or fear God roo much? or. be over-faithfull.and cares 
full in ſerving tim ; As 'if.to be moſt « rn and ſolicitofls. Conor in foo 
moting our Ooh fancies, but): in diſcharging 0 rp un:dutics Fe 
juſtly reproachable; or were not indeed highly commen able. 
Theſe things I may hereafter, fully declare ; in the:mean 
manifeſt that ſucha'praQtice is extremely prejudicial ropeligior ;andgood 
2; to that it wr be very uſefull to employ ous medit ations emacs Say 


Serm.XXXII. Provide things honeſt in the fight of all Mey. ; 


diſpenſing alms, as 70 avoid that any man ſhould blame us in thi abun- 
dance, which i adminiftred by us ; providing for honeſt things, »ot onely : Cor, 8, 1: 
in the fight of the Lord, but in the fight of men. 

The words do imply a precept of very large extent, and touching a 
great part of our duty ; even all thereof which is publick and viſible ; 
tor which we are accomptable to the world, whereof man can take any 
20gnifance :* which concerneth all our'ſpeech and converſation, all our* 
dealing and commerce, all our deportment relating to humane Society, 
civil or ſpiritual. 

I ſhall firſt a little conſider its meaning and deſign ; then I ſhall pro- 
poſe reaſons and inducements to 1ts obſervance ; then I ſhall declare the 


folly of thoſe principles and pretences, which obſtruct that obſervance. 


. T. The meaning of it is, that we ſhould have a ſpecial care of our ex- 
ternal demeanour, and converſation, whicft cometh under the view and 


| f - 8 CEL . *AV&YXAnTEH 
The terms, in which ir is expreſſed, are notably emphatical ; We are col. 1. 22. 


luence probably it will have on them. We ſhould not ruſh on into the 
wblick view, with a precipitant raſhneſs, or blind negligence, or con- 
ptuous diſregard, not caring, who ſtandeth in our way, who mar- 
keth what we doe, what conſequence our proceeding may have on the 
{core of its being publick and viſible : We ſhould adviſe before-hand, 
lay our buſineſs, and on ſet purpoſe order our behaviour with a regard 
to thoſe, to whoſe ſight and notice we expoſe it ; foreſeeing how our 
aCtions may affe&, or incline them. So we muſt provide ; what things ? 
7#Az, things fair and handſome ; things not onely good, innocent, 
and inoffenſive to the fght of men ; but gpodly, pleaſant and ac- 
ceptable to well-diſpoſed beholders; ſuch as our Apoſtle doth otherwhere 
recommend, when he chargeth us to regard, Gow 0342, whatever things phil. 4. 8. 
are venerable, ton meg, whatever things are lovely, dan dqnua, 
whatever things are of good report, & m1; fram@.— whatever things are 
laudable ; and when he doth exhort us to walk 4ynwoan;, handſomely rom. 14.14, 
and decently, in a comely garb and faſhion of life : This may add an » Th<£4-12: 
obligation to ſome things not directly preſcribed by God, which yet 
may ſerve to adorn religion ; but it cannot.detra& any thing from what 
God hath commanded ; It doth comprehend all inſtances of piety and 
vertue, practicable before men ; it certainly doth exclude all commiſſion 
of fin, and omiſſion of duty ; for that nothing can be fair or handſome, 
which is ugly in God's ſight, which doth not ſuit to his holy will. 
Such things we.muſt provide, Evarmov. 77avTEW drYgorer, before all 
men ; not onely before ſome men, to whom we bear a particular re- 
ſpe&, of whom we ſtand in. awe, upon whom we have a deſign; but 
univerſally before all'men; as having a due conſideration of all thoſe, 
upon whom our deportment may have influence ; not-deſpiſing or diſre- 
garding the obſervation of the meaneſt, or moſt inconſiderable perſon 
whatever, © | | 
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346 Provide things honeſt in the ſight of all Men. Vol. II. 
But in this practice, to avoid miſapprehenſions, we muſt diſtinguiſh ; 

for it is not required, that we doe all things openly, nor inten- 

ded that we ſhould doe any thing vainly ; but that we ſhould a& con- 

ſtantly according to the nature and reaſon of things, with upright and 

pure intention : The Apoſtle doth not mean, that in our practice we 


Matt. 6. 1, 5. ſhould reſemble the Phariſees, whom our Lord reproveth for doing their 


Matt. 23. s- /ms before men, for loving to pray fhanding in the ſynagogues, for doing 
all their works to be ſeen of men ; pertorming thoſe acts ot piety openly 
in the corners of the ſtreet, which ſhould have been done ſecretly 7» the 
cloſet ; and ſo doing them out of vanity, and ambitious deſign, to pro- 
cure the good opinion and praiſe of men : He doth not intend, that 
we ſhould aſſume a formal garbe of ſingular vertue ; that we ſhould 
aime to ſeem better than we are, counterfeiting any point of religion, 


or vertue ; that we ſhould affect to appear even as good as we are, ex- 


Matt. 6.2. Poſing all our piety to comMon view : That we ſhould ſound a tram- 
pet before us, making an oftentation of any good deeds, catching at 
reputation, or applauſe for them ; that we ſhould doe any commen- 
dable thing chiefly to obtain the good opinion of the world, or to 
eſcape its cenſure ; Infinitely far it was from the Apoſtles intention , 

Matt. 23. 27, that we ſhould be Jike thoſe whifed ſepulchres, which appear beautifull 
outward, but are within full of dead mens bones and all uncleameſs; that is 

28 like thoſe Phariſees, who did outwardly appear righteous, but within 
were full of hypocrifie, and iniquity : No; 

In ſome caſes we muſt þbe reſerved, and keep our vertue cloſe to 
our ſelves ; And ever under a fair ſhew there muſt be a real ſubſtance 

T3 od» a- of good, together with an honeſt intention of ,heart ; a good con- 

re ſcience muſt always lie at the bottome of a good converſation ; the 

om, Outſide muſt be good, but the beſt ſide muſt be inward ; we muſt en- 

Ant. 1. $-9- deavour to ſanCtify our life and converſation, but we muſt eſpecially 

+55. Hbour to purify our hearts and affeCtions. 

Join the precept with others duly limiting it, and it doth import, 
that with pure ſincerity,, and unaffetted fimplicity (void of any ſiniſter, 
or ſordid deſign) we ſhould in all places, upon all occaſions, in all 
matters carefully diſcharge that part of our duty which is publick, ac- 
cording to its nature, ſeaton, and exigency, that is publickly ; nor ab- 
flaining from the practice of thoſe good deeds, which cannot otherwiſe 
than openly be well performed; or the conſpicuous performance where- 
of is. abſolutely needfall in regard to God's law and the ſatisfaction of 
our conſcience, is plainly ſerviceable to the glory of God, is very con- 
ducible to the edification of aur neighbour, or which may be uſefull to 

Matt. 7. 15. good purpoſes concurrent with thoſe principal ends : We ſhould as good 

_— 44+ trees from a deep root of true piety, in due ſeaſon naturally, as it were, 

'*5 ſhoot forth fruits, not onely pleaſant to the fight, but favou 
to the taſte, and wholſome for uſe ; as St. Pax/, who, as he faith of 

2 Cor. 8.21. himſelf, that he did provide things honeſt in the fight of af men, ſo he 

2 Cor. 1. 12. alſo doth affirm, that hi rejoicing was this, the teſtimony of hu conſcience, 
_rp fimplicity and godly ſincerity — he had his converſation in the 
world. | 

There are indeed ſome duties, or works of piety and vertue, the na- 
ture whereof dire&eth, that in the praCtice of them we ſhould be reſer- 
ved ; ſuch as thoſe wherein the world is not umnmediately concerned, 
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and which may with beſt advantage be tranſa&ted berween God and our 
own fouls ; as private devotion, meditation on God's word and will, 
the diſtuſſion of our conſciences, voluntary exerciſes of penitence, and 
the-like ; ſuch __ be , W ou = 97 26 1omgmS - on of few 
ſons is required ; as deeds of particular charity in diſpenſing alms , 
as Sivics, Rendly reproof; hs whe ſort of duties our Lond bath 
taught us to perform in ſecret, or as cloſely as we may ; ſtudiouſly 't» ns «g- 
keeping our obſervance of them from the eyes of men ; thereby aſſu- #5.  _ 
ring our ſincerity to our ſelves, and guarding our praftice from any 40 
taint of vanity, or ſuſpicion of hypocrifie; as alſo in ſome caſes avoi- 
ding to cauſe prejudice or offence to our neighbours : Take heed (faith mars. 6. +. 
our Lord) that ye doe not your alms before men ; and Thou when thou wars. 6. 6; 
prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet ; and, Thou when thou faſteſt, anoint thine war. s. 19: 
head, and waſh thy face, that thou appear not unto men to faſt; and, If mar. 18. 154 
thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him hu fault betweex 
thee and him alone. 
But there are divers other duties, the diſcharge whereof neceſlarily 
is notorious and viſible ; the publick being rhe ſtage on which they are 
to be aCted ; the tranſa&tion of them demanding the entercourſe of 
many perſons, who are the objects or inſtruments of them, or are 
ſomewiſe concerned in them : Such is that negative duty, of a general 
nature, and vaſt comprehenſion , which we may call innocence ; pal. 34. 14 
that is a total abſtinence from fin, or forbearance to tranſgreſs any 
divine command ; which is a part of Jo's charafter, That man was Job 1.1. 2-3: 
perfed? and upright, one that feared God, and eſchewed evil ; the 
which duty, being to be practiſed at all times in every place, can« 
not avoid being obfervable. 639 
Such are alſo divers poſitive duties ; for ſuch is the profeſſion of 
our faith in God , and acknowledgment of his heavenly truth , re- 
vealed in the Goſpel of our Bleſſed Saviour ; which is ſtyled cor- gom. ro. 164 
feſſing our Lard before men, and is ( as St. Paul telleth us) indiſ- 
cy requiſite to ſalvation. 
Such is joining in that publick adoration , whereby the honour 
and authority of God are upheld in the world , with ſeemly ex- Pal. 95. 5: 
preſſions of reverence ; the which, is to be performed ſolemnly , 13* 7: 
and ( as the Holy Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh) i» the midſt of the congre- Pll. 22. 22. 
ation. | 
; Such is zeal in vindication of God's honour , whea occaſion re- 
quireth , from blaſphemous aſperſions, or from ſcandalous offences 
againſt it. ; | 
Such are juſtice , equity , fidelity and ingenuity in our dealings j 
meekneſs , gentleneſs, patience, kindneſs and courteſie in our con- 
verſe ; peaceableneſs in our carriage , and charitable beneficence ; 
the objects whereof are moſt general, according to thoſe Apoſtolical 
Precepts, That our moderation ( or our equity and ingenuity ) be phil. 4. 5. 
known unto all men ; that we ſhew all meekneſs to all men ; that we Tit. 3. 2- 
muſt not ſtrive ; but be gentle unto all men; that we be patient edu pt ” 
toward all men ; that we purſue peace with all men ; that As we Heb. 12. 14- 
have opportunity we ſhould doe good unto all men ; ſhould abound in Rom: 12-18. 
love one towards another, and towards all men ; ſhould ever fofow i Thes. 3.12. 
that which is good both among our ſelves, and to all men ; ſhould » Thef's.15. 
TY i liberally 
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2 Cor. 9. 13: liberally. diſttibute to the ſaints, and to all\'men; in 


ſo general duties , 


deal with alt- men indifcernibly z _ 
Such are hkewiſe gravity and modeſty 
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performing) which 


how can a man pals. 2ncognito , how can he fo 


in our behaviour ; ſweet- 


neſs, ſoberneſs, aptneſs to profit and edify the hearers in- our. dif. 
courſe ; moderation and temperance in our corporeal enjoyinents: ; 
induſtry in our-buſineſs and the works of our calling ; integrity in 
the management' of any office or truſt committed to us; a con- 


* w 


2 Tim. 4.12. ſtant practice” of which vertues 1s not -onely injoined to. us as our 
i 247: particular duty, i but for publick example. 


; Such" are feaſonable defence of the truth , and oppoſing of er- 
rour ; the commendation of vertue, and reprehenfion of notorious 
ſin, with the: like : | ” 

Such things muſt be praQtiſed , becauſe indiſpenſable duties ;,' but 
they: cannot- be done out of fight , or þarring the' obſervation . of 
men ; they do involve publicknels ; they carry a light and luſtre 
with them attraCting all eyes -to regard them ; 1t is as impoſſible 
to .conceal them as to hide the Sun. from all the world:; or: to 


Matt. 5. 14+ conceal a city that 
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Ti's 6#idta& is, Chryſ. in Matt. 5. 16: 


. Opera miſericardie; affeins tharitatis, 
ſanttits pietatis., incorruptio caſtitatis , 
modeſtia fobrietatis', ſemper hec tenenda 
ſunt ; ſrove ciom in. publics ſums , ſroe 
cam in damo; five ante homines, ſroe in 
cubiculo ; ſrve loquentes , ſive tacentes. 
Aug. in Ep. 1. Joh. Traft. 8. | 


—110n cum fatna fed cum rerum natura 
aeliberandum eft. Sen. Ep. 81. 


is ſet upon a hill; for nothing ( as St. Chryſoſtome 
faith) doth render a man ſo illuſtrious, althoagh 
he ten thouſand times would be hid, as an open 
rattice of vertue. £14 
Wheretore the works of mercy (faith St. Auſtin) 
the affection of charity, the [andliry of godlinefs, 
the incorruptneſs of chaſtity, the moderation of ſo- 
briety , theſe are perpetually to be held, whether 
we are in the publick, or at home; whether be- 
fore men , or in the cloſet , whether we ſpeak, or 
keep filence. 
In-the practice of them ,' tis true, we main- 
ly ſhould reſpe&t the approving aur conſcience 
to God, with expectation of our recompence 


; Cor. 4.3 from him 5 not: being much concerned in the judgment , or plea- 
1Theſ.2.4,5. ſure of men z-:purely conſidered in themſelves ; not aiming at any 
Gal. 1.10 jntereſt of credit or profit from them , as a reward of our work ; 


Si times ſpefatores non habebis imita- 
rores ; debes ergo videri, ſed non ad hoc 
debes facere, ut wvidearis, non 7b1 debet 
eſſe finis gaudit tut, non tbe terms 
Ietitie tue, ut putes te toturm fructum 
conſecutum eſſe bont operis, cum wviſus fue- 
1is atque laudatuts Ibid. | 


Eph. 6.6, we ſhould 


We . ought ( as Saint Auſtin faith) while we 
doe good, 7o be ſeen, but we ought not to doe 
it , that we way be ſeen; the end of our joy, 
the bound of our comfort ſhould not be there; {6 
that we ſhould think our ſelves to have obtained 


' the whole fruit of a. good work , when we have 


been ſeen"and commended : No, whatever we doe, 


( as the Apoſtle directeth -) doe it , as zhe ſervants of 
Chriſt, doing the will of God from the heart ; doing it heartily as to 


Col.3. 23,24- the Lord., and not unto-men ; knowing that. of the Lord we fhall re. 


cerve the reward of 


the inheritance. 


Yet nothing 'in the mean. time ſhould hinder us from perfor- 
ming - ſuch neceflary duties ; ſtrictly and exactly , with our moſt 


diligent care and endeavour, even in that light, which their na- 
ture doth carry in it. "7 


How 
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How much- foever of''our vertue'or--piety out of humility.,; or 
modeſty we may coneeab; yet we: mulſt- be carefull of diſcovering 
any. vice, ' or” irreligion/ 3/- either 'by\/ notoriouſly committing. any 
thing forbidden ' by God!, or omitting 'any thing commanded: by 

This we. ſhould not doe upon 'any. terms,” upon any pretence 
whatever ;No' wicked: faſhion ſhould 'engage us, no bad example 
ſhould inveaple-vs,. no favour of men ſhould allure: us, no terrour 
ſhould ' ſcare. us thereto ;- we ſhould not: out of fear, out of ſhame, 
out of complaiſance, out of affe&ed prudence, or politick deſign ; 
out of deference to the quality , dignity , or authority of any per- 
jon 3 out of 'regard to any man's defire,. or pleaſure ; We ſhould 
not to decline offence, envy, blame , reproach, ill-treatment, or 
upon any ſuch accompt, comply in any. finfull practice, wave any 
duty, negle& any ſeaſon..of performing a good deed, whereby we 
may glorify God , or edify our neighbour, or promote the wel- 
fare of our own. ſoul. Bpiom; a), TY - 

. To ſuch a practice, according to'the\.intent of St. Paul's injunc- 
tion, we arei obliged ; and: thereto we may | be induced by divers 
confiderations;;.-particularly by thoſe, which we ſhall now propoſe. 


. I. We may conſider, that the publick is the proper , natural , 3: coſe 
and due place of goodneſs ; It ſhould dwell in the light, it ſhould 7,0. 
walk freely and boldly every-where., it ſhould expoſe it ſelf to fpici, ipſo ne- 
open view , that it may receive from rational creatures its due ap- J# tne 
probation, reſpe&t and praiſe ; it by -publickneſs is advanced, and $en. #y. 25. 
the more it doth appear, the more. beautifull,' the more pleaſant, 
the more uſefull it is;: yielding the fairer luſtre, the greater in- 
fluence, the better effe&s ;. thereby. diffuſing and propagating it elf, 
becoming exemplary , 'inſtruftive and admonitive ; drawing lovers 
and admirers to it ; exciting and encouraging men to embrace 1t ; 
wherefore it it very abſurd that it ſhould ſculk or. ſneak ; it is a 
great damage to the. publick , that it ſhould retire from common 
notice. OY 

On the other hand, 1t is. proper :for wickedneſs never to ap- 
pear, or to ſhew its head in view.; it ſhould be confined to dark- oe mw 
neſs and ſolitude, under guard of- its natural keepers, ſhame and 
fear ; it ſhould be extirminated from all At among ra- gd fe 
tional creatures, and baniſhed to the infernal ſhades ; Publickneſs ak 
doth augment and aggravate it ; the more it is ſeen, the more 7% - 
ugly ,. the more loathſome, the more noxious it is ; its odious 17. 
ſhape being diſcloſed , its noiſome ſteams being: diſperſed , 'its pe- 
ſtilent effetts being conveyed thereby. 


Wherefore to ſmother vertue ( that fair child of light ) in pri- rom. : z- 12. 
vacy , and to vent fin ( the works of darkneſs) openly , 1s quite FP 5 2: 
to tranſplace” things out of their natural ſituation and order ; ac- 
cording to which we are-taught by our Lord, that He that: doeth Join 3, 21. 
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be manifeſt ; and by 
St. Paul, that Every one, 'who doeth evil, hateth the light, neither com- Eph. g. 13. 
eth he to the light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved ; So indeed it - 

an 
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and will be, where conſcience-retaineth its;due ſway and force ; where 
a due reſpect and reverence: are; preſerved for- goodneſs; > 
As that any good cometh: from detettian; of fin, is:an accidental 
advantage ; ſo that any; miſchief. doth ever! follow the/ manifeſtation 
of vertue, is an unnatural abuſe ; the which may well be preven- 
ted ; There can be no danger of acting.any good moſt evidently , 
if we do Wwithall a& ſincerely, having, 'puriftied our; hearts. from 
diſhoneſt intention , and: from: ambitious, vanity ; the:fear- of which 
ſhould not wholly drive vertue under the hatches ; and bring vice 
upon-the ſtage. But Tho | Jo i agar , 


2. We ſhould confider, that we cannot: really ,' in any compe- 
tent or tolerable meaſure, be: good. men, without approving our 
ſelves ſuch in our converſation before men. ogt © 

Whatever may'be pretended; it. commonly doth happen,” and it 
ever is to be ſuſpected, that the inviſible piety, which 1s not -ac- 
companied with viſible conſcientiouſneſs, is falſe, or. is no piety at 
all ; or-that they who have. little care and: conſcience to ſerve God 
publickly, have much leſs to-erve him privately ; or that ſuch as 
betray a ſcandalous negligence of their ways, will hardly maintain a 
carefull watch over their hearts ; for the ſame cauſes (be it profane 
infidelity, or looſeneſs of principles, or ſupine incogitancy, or ſloth, 
or '{tupidity) which diſpoſe them to diſregard God and his laws before 
the world, more effectually will incline them 'to neglet God, and 
forget their duty by themſelves, where befide their own conſcience, 
there is no witneſs, no- judge, /no. cenſor. to encourage, 'or reproach 
them : But admit it poſſible, and. put: caſe, 'that ſometimes the heart 
and converſation may not run parallel ; that. a man may better go- 
vern his interiour thoughts, and, affe&tions,, than he doth manage his 
exteriour behaviour: and aCtions.; that a man ſecretly may cleave to 
God, although he ſeemeth openly. to deſert him ; yet this will not 
ſuffice to conſtitute, or denominate a 'man- good ; becauſe much of 
goodneſs, as we'have ſhewed, even the nobler half thereof ( that 
part, whereby God is moſt glorified, and whereby the world is 
moſt benefited) doth lie in open and viſible practice; that vertue 
therefore muſt be very imperfe& , that obedience muſt be very 
lame, which is deficient in fo great a part. oO. 

. As there can be no fair pretence to goodneſs, where ſo little 
thereof is conſpicuous ; ſo there. can be no real integrity thereof , 
where ſo much of duty is wanting. EE, j, 

Our Lord hath taught us, that Every tree x known by its fruit ; 
and, St. James faith , that faith » ſhewed by works; and fo it is, 
that a man can hardly be good in any reaſonable degree without 
appearing ſuch ; Impiety may, but piety cannot be quite concealed ; 
As gold may be counterfeited ( for all is not gold that gliſtereth ) 
yet true gold always doth look like gold ; ſo although bad men 
ſometimes may. ſeem good , yet good men alſo muſt: ſeem ſuch , 
appearing in their own native temper and luſtre. 

Goodneſs cannot be diſguiſed in the ſhape of evil, becauſe fim- 
plicity and innocence are eſſential ingredients of it ; any mixture of 
notorious ſin , any viſible negle&t of duty aſſuring ( yea formally 

making ) 


and ordinances of the Lord, blameleſS; we muſt like David accom- nugy wm 
pliſh all God's wills; we muſt obſerve St. Paul's rule, to abſtaty , * Mivale 
Yo Travros 9's momgs , from both every kind of evil, and every {gs 14, 22. 
bad appearance. But farther,  Thell.$.23- 


3- A great care of: our good behaviour before men is neceſla 
in regard to Almighty God ; whoſe juſt intereſt is preſerved, whote 
due homage is payed, whoſe honour is promoted thereby ; the ſame 
being greatly prejudiced and impaired by the contrary defailance. 
Tt is a clear point of juſtice toward God, as to render all obe- 
dience to him ,: ſo particularly that which confifteth in an open 
acknowledgment and ſervice of him ; for. as he made and doth 
preſerve not onely the heart, but the tongue, the members, the 
whole man, fo all muſt concur in rendring their tribute of reve- Rom. 12. 1. 
rence and ſervice to him. F 
The Apoſtle doth preſcribe , that. whatever we doe, we ſhould doe 1 Cor.10. 314 
all to the glory of God ; and well he might, ſeeing that to glorify 
God is indeed to execute the main «deſign of our creation, to ap- 
ply our faculties to their beſt uſe, to atchieve the moſt proper and 
moſt excellent work , whereof we are capable ; to doe that, which 
is the worthieſt and happieſt employment of Angels, which all 
the company of Heaven with moſt ardent deſire, with moſt zea- 
lous ambition , 'with reſtleſs endeavour doth purſue ; And this we 
cannot better, we cannot otherwiſe doe, than by an apparent good 
converſation. - For, - EE 
He that apparently in all his a&tions maketh conſcience of obey- 
ing God's laws, thereby doth evidence his firm perſuaſion concer- 
ning the exiſtence and providence of God, doth adhere to him 
againſt all adverſaries of piety, and all temptations to -rebellion ; 
doth avow his ſovereign Majeſty. and authority ; doth yield him 
due veneration and obedience ; doth ſhew right apprehenſions of 
him, and juſt affe&tions towards him ; implying that he doth moſt 
highly eſteem him , doth moſt heartily love him, doth chiefly 
dread him , doth repoſe his truſt and hope in him for all his 
happineſs ; hath a great opinion of his wiſedom, a great awe of 
his power, A great ſenſe of his goodneſs ; the which praQtice is 
in it ſelf a dire& and formal glorification of God , in his own 
perſon. | 
_ He alſo thereby doth farther promote the glory of God, in- 
ſtruQting , exciting, and encouraging others to the like praftice 
of deferring reſpe& and fervice to God; for naturally men have 
ſuch a capacity , ſuch aptitude, ſuch proclivity to religion (or to 
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the acknowledgment and worſhip of their Maker ) that when they 
behold others ſeriouſly and earneſtly purſuing it, they are eaſily 
drawn to conſpire therein ; eſpecially thoſe, who are not utterly 
perverted , and corrupted by ill cuſtome. i 
'Aperis ar29- And whereas good converſation hath a native beauty affeCting be- 
75 761 holders with delight , whereas the fruits of vertue have a pleaſing 
xTIpa TH & 18 i, 
-n, iJ\z ſweetneſs gratefull to all who taſte them ; men fron that ſight and 
y 4: 9 that ſenſe, will pr be-moved to commend the wiſedom, and 
Baſ = to bleſs the 'goodneſs of him, who was pleaſed to inſtitute ſo excel- 
lent a religion, to enact ſo beneficial laws, to preſcribe ſo wholſome 
"Omy 38 d- duties to us : For, when (faith the moſt divine Father) an Infidel 
rea ſhall ſee thee a believer to be KATE LA puevey — ſtaunch, ſober, orderly, 
6. (p. 524.) he will be aſtond, and will ſay, in truth great is the God of Chri- 
ians : What men hath he made 2 what perſons out of what perſons 
hath he made them > how from men hath he made them Angels? If 
one abuſe them, they do not rail; if one ſmite them, they do mot re- 
ſent ; if one injure them, they pray for him that doeth the offence; 
they know not to remember ill ' turns, they Skill not to be wain, they 
have not learnt to lie, they cannot abide to forſwear , or rather. to 
ſwear at all, but ſooner would chuſe to have their tongue cut out , 
than to let an oath ſlip out of their mouth. 
So may we really glority God ; and otherwiſe than by open 
praCftice we cannot doe it ;' for glory doth require a publick ſtage ; 
Gloria conſenſum multorum exigit —— it implying (as SERCE faith the conſe _ of nl 
Conſentire in hc plures Rents te pre- wort hy Fa rſons declar ng their eſteem 5 It being » 
Nantes viri debent, ut claritas fit. Sen.' as Cicero defineth it, the agreeing praiſe of good 
PP. tvia oft conſentiens law bonrum in- en » with an Iincorrupted vote judging well of an 


corrupta voce bens judicantium de excel- excelent vVertue. : 
lente virtute. Cic. 3 Tuſc. init. 


Gloria eft frequens de aliquo fama cum laude. Cic. de Inv. 2 39+ 


Wherefore. toward -our being enabled to glorify God, two things 
muſt concur ; that we be good men, and that we be openly ſuch. 

That we be good men, becauſe otherwiſe our commendation will 

Non eft ſpe- have no worth ,, or weight ; for praiſe i not comely in the mouth 
__ of ſinners ; It is no ornament to: be commended by ill men, ta 
Ecclus. 15-9. Whoſe words little regard is due , little truſt can be given. 

That we be good openly , avowing God in praftice conducing to 
his honour ; otherwiſe no glory can accrue to him- from our good- 
neſs; We may ſerve God, and pleaſe him in private ; but we 
cannot by that ſervice glorify him. ; at leaft at preſent and here in 
this world : It is true the cloſeſt piety will yield glory to God at- 

2 Theſl.1.10- the laſt, when our Lord ſhall come to be glorified in hu ſaints, and 
admired in. them that believe ; but to deſign ſuch a future glorifi- 
cation of God is not enough ; it is our duty to glorify God now, 
that we may be rewarded tor it, and that he may requite us with 
glory hereafter. 

Plal, 50. 232 _ God himſelf telleth us in: the Pſalm , Whoſo offereth praiſe , he 

_ ghorifieth me ; and how can praiſe be offered., or to what purpoſe 
will it be offered otherwiſe than apparently , either in word or deed, 
Þy oral or by real expreſſion, to the ears, or to the eyes of men, 
| lo 
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ſo--as to. occaſion in them the produQtion of worthy conceptions, 
and due affetions toward God ? In fuch a manner the Holy mar 
did: offer it, who faid, Z will declare thy name unto my brethren , Pal. 22. 22. 
 2n the midſt of the congregation 7 will” aiſe thee ; I will praiſe the val. 11. 1. 
Lord with my whole heart ,” in the afembly of the upright, and in. = 4 
the congregation; He did it ſometimes with his mouth, which is a ** ** 
notable part: of our converſation ; but we may doe it continually 
by our life ; for, Ze (faith Saint Auſtin) who | FE 
praiſeth God with his tongue, cannot doe that al- ba _ OE I, Fowe : 
ways 3 but he that praifeth God by his manners , -yer queſt. Aug. in 1 Ep. Joh. Ty. 8. 
can always doe it. KT OE 

This motive is by the great Maſters of our Chriſtian prattice 
frequently urged ; for | 
. Saint Paul wiſheth the Philippians to be filled with the fruits of Phil. 1. rt. 
righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt, unto the praiſe and glory of 

God'; He prayeth for the Theſſalontans, that God would fulfil all the 2 Thef. r. 
good "pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the work of faith with power, that '>— 
the name of our Ivrd Feſus Chriſt might be glorified in them; He 
particularly doth incite the Corinthians to works of charity, that y 2Cor.g.11,-- 
that miniſtration men might be induced to'g/orify God, rendring him *3 
thankfull praiſe for their beneficial obedience. 

_ St. Peter likewiſe doth exhort all Chriſtians zo have therr convers x Pet. 2. 12. 
ſation honeſt among the Gentiles , that they might by their good works, 'gv ute 
which they ſhould behold, glorify God , in the day of wiſttation, (that *mowois. 
is perhaps, when they carefully do view, and retlect on them.) 

Our Lord himſelf thus chargeth his Diſciples, Les your light ſo Marr. 5. 16, 
ſhine before men , that they may ſee your. good works, and glorify your 
father which # in heaven; they did obſerve his command, and the Chr 
efte& did follow, many being - converted to God no leſs by the 
radiant integrity of their life, than by the perſuaſive efficacy of 
their doQtrine : and, 7» thu { faith our Lord again) &s my father John 15. 8. 
glorified , if ye bear much fruit ; what fruit was that 2 what bur 
of good works viſible to the eye, and perceptible to the taſte ; o- 
therwiſe how could men thence find cauſe to glorify: God ? 

In fine, this is declared to be the peculiar deſign of our Religion, 
or of: the whole Chriſtian Inſtitution ; to this end we are made 4 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, a holy nation, -a peculiar peo- 
ple, that we ſhould fhew T gow the praiſes ( or vertues) of him, 
who hath called us out of darkneſs to his marvellous light ; not onely 
by our. profeſſion , but in our praQtice, declaring his goodneſs. 

_ On the other hand, by ſtifling our vertue and conſcience, in an 
open compliance with fin, or negle& of our duty, we greatly 
ſhall diſhonour God ; \ fbr thereby in effe& we deny him, and de- Tic. x. 16: 
ſert him'; we injure his Majeſty, and diſclaim our allegiance to 
him ; we intimate our mean opinion of him, and ſmall affeQion 

to him ; we betray our want of reverence to his excellency , of 
dread to his greatneſs, of love to his goodneſs ; of hope in his 
promiſes, and gratious overtures of mercy, of fear in regard to 
his ſevere juſtice, and fierce menaces ; So immediately we diſho- 

nour him, and we thereby allo do countenance diſreſpe& and diſo- 

bedience to him ; And our behaviour tendeth ro produce, or to con- 
EZ firm 
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firm the like irreligious diſpoſitions of mind ,” and impious praCtices 
in others ; 10 ran, a0 horrible difingenuity we croſs the defi of 
our creation, and violate our greateſt-obligations toward our Maker. 

Indeed VO Oe affront, or. more heinous indignity can we 
offer to God, 'than openly before the world &y the moſt real -ex- 

Tit. 1:16, prefſion of our works to deny and difown him ; than to. be notori- 
ouſly aſhamed , or afraid to 'avow him for our Lord and Maſter ; 
than to expreſs no ſenſe of: our duty to him, no reverence of his 
authority, no gratitude for his benefits to us ; than viſibly to prefer 
any. other conſideration or worldly advantage before a regard to his 
will and pleaſure ? | PRE. 

In this: open fin doth outgo private wickedneſs, and putteth down 
even the worſt hypocriſie (beſide its own )* that it not onely of- 
fendeth God , but ſorely woundeth his honour , and expoſeth his 
glorious name . to contempt ; .by which conſideration ſuch miſcar- 
riages are frequently aggravated in Holy Scripture ; So in the Pro- 

 pPhets God complaineth of his people, for having by their ſcanda- 

Ezek. 35. lous crimes profaned his holy name _—_— the heathen ; ſo St. Paul 

- pe expoſtulateth with the Jew, Thou that boaſteſt of the law, through 

= exp ;. breaking the law diſhonoureſt thou God ? ſo Nathan told David, that 

2 Sam.12.14- God would puniſh him, hecauſe by his bad deed he had' given great 

\ .occafion to the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme. But 


4- We ſhould be carefull of our good behaviour in the ſight of 
men', that we may thereby maintain the dignity and repute of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, which by our naughty or negligent demeanour 
will be much diſparaged and diſgraced. 

Moſt evident it is to reaſon, that a viſible practice, conformable 
to the rules of our Religion, cannot "otherwiſe than exceedingly 
commend, and grace it ; for how can the goodneſs of a rule more 
ſurely obtain its due commendation, than from its being applied to 
obſervable practice and experience ? : 

Aſluredly charity, mecknelſs, humility , patience, ſobriety , diſcre- 
tion, and all Chriſtian vertues as in themſelves they are very amia- 
ble and venerable to all men, as they yield great benefit and mugh 
pleaſure to thoſe , whom their- conſequences do touch ; ſo they do 
ivgratiate the law which preſcribeth them, they bring eſteem to 

Rom. 14. 18. the principles, whence they are derived ; He (as the 4poſle faith) 
that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt , is both acceptable to God, and 
approved of men , as the follower of a moſt excellent rule. 

We may alſo conſider, that a conſpicuous practice, according to 
our Religion, is a demonſtrative proof, that we do ſeriouſly and 
firmly embrace it, or that we are heartily And ſteadily perſuaded of 
its truth ; which: is no ſmall credit to any profeſiion, arguing that it 
hath a good foundation in reaſon, apt to bottom and ſuſtain a fo- 
lid faith, i 

And as: thereby we pregnantly do evidence , that we our ſelves 
do highly value the noble privileges, the excellent promiſes, the pre- 
tious rewards exhibited in the Goſpel ; ſo we thereby do breed a 
like eſteem in others ; upon whom .the authority of men apparently 
vertuous and conſcientious infallibly will have a forcible influence. 
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verſation, be our 'higty ſtation: in the heavenly Kingdom, our 
near alliances to God, thoſe: ſplendid titles and glorious privileges aſ- 
ſigned to every faithfull Chriſtian in the Evangelical Charter, render 


ſtate admirable, and make it ſeem an- excellent advantage to be a 
. Hence in the zpuſtolical Writings an obſervance of the Evangelical 
Laws is ſo much and often enforced by this-confideration ; for upon this 
[06-6 we are exhorted to a carefull diſcharge of our duty, that we Tic. 2. 15: 
may azlorn the doftrine of God our Saviour in all things; We are urged to Rs #7. 
have our converſation worthy of the Goſpel ; to walk worthy of the voration, ON 6 Oo I 
wherewith we'are called, to:behave ourſelves as wor thily becometh Sarnts Eph. 5. 3: 3 
( that is, perſons inſtituted in ſo holy a Religion, and deſigned to fo pe. A" 26: = "I 
culiar excellency in vertue) to walk as children of the Ught, ( that is, of eph. 5. 8. 
truth and knowledge revealed from Heaven) to walk worthy of God, , The®, 2.12. 
who bath called us unto his kingdom and glory ; worthy of the Lord anto all col. 1. 10, 
wel-pleaſing, being fruitfull in every good work ; the which enforcements 
of tay do imply a viſible practice, producing the viſible effects of or- 
' nament and credit to our Religion, recommending it ro the minds and 
conſciences of men. 
4 | garage defe&t:of mo —_ ori men in Chri- 
Kians, 'is upon: divers accompts difgracefull to our Religion. For 
It Eat 3 gn to pare n we our ſelves do not heartily believe 
its truth, or value us worth ;: That we'do not ap- 
prove its dodrine for reaſonable,.or take itsadvan- , '&1/5 m5 ineyx95 medtu m drown, 
ges for conſiderable ; or-deem:the name and-ſtate |, 7,0. 5 (#19 iaurir Knee dd 
of a Chriſtian to be honourable; ſeeing we are not Cop. 4p. 2. 8. EE 
concerned to own them, 'or-do not care. to e! | 
our reputation in avowing and abetting them in that way, .which doth 
beſt ſignify our niind and meaning : for men certainly will judge of our 
ſenſe not ſo much: by what we-ſay, as from what we doe ;. not by our 
verbal profeſſion-or. preterice, but from our-praCtice, .as the ſureſt indi- 
_ Wherefore when they hear us'to confeſs our faith, and ſee us att liks 
Infidels, they will be forced to. cſteent us either for ſubdolous hypocrites, 
or for inconſiſtent fools; -who aſſume. the name of Chriſtians, and pre- 3 
tend to great advantages thence, yet in effe& do not mind, or regard 3 
them ; highly commending the rules of our Religion, but-not at all ob- 1 
ſerving. them ; greatly admiring the example of our Saviour, but nor 
caring to imitate it ; deſcribing Heaven for a moſt happy place, but 
not ſtriving to get thither, in the ſole way, which our Lord preſcriberh, 
of faithfull and diligent obedience to his precepts; 


ZZ 2 Seeing, 


Oe vans 


Secing, 1 ay, this re/ gnance between our proteſtic 
tice, will induce-men tochargh-us with” iypocriſic awe mp nix} if ris 
Profeſſours be taken for en. 7h or fools, the profeſſion i it ſelf will 
hardly ſcape: from being held impoſture, or folly. - VEE 


Our Religion at leaſt will thine be expife to tlw-cunkires of bhiog 
no better than a fond device, and a barren notion, unpradiible, ineffec- 


tual, and infignificant to any yood 8 ma 


Th viſible mibehaviour, ſay, , of Oh ft Ks will aſfuredly derive 
oquy and reproach on riſtianity, not as yet us vain, impo- 
tent, impertinent and uſeleſs ; eſpecially thoſ who are difflected to'it, 
wul hence take advantageto infult upon "aich'can emptuous ſcorn to 
what, will they fay , do your fine rules ſerve? what effects do your 


glorious hopes produce > where are the fruits of that holy faith, and 
heavenly doQtine, which youſo extoll and magnify $2. 


Whereas alſo bad converſation commonly doth not onely deprive men | 
of the benefits which our Religion promiſeth, but doth:carry with-it 
hurtfull fruits; men that ſee or teel them will be apt to unpute a] to 


Religion : 


If a Chriſtian be unjuſt, RI is fatious, FPS offenſive of 
troubleſome, although irreligion be the cauſe of ſuch things, yet Reli- 
gion muſt bear the blame, and they preſently exchaim, 


Quantum religio potuit ſuadere malorum. 


 Whence $t. Pal, on a3 armenia infruſtour doth h inpres Gay 


2 Cor. 5. 
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Rom. 14. 16. forbear harſh judgment, cond; als INC nat ritable dealing, that 
not evil ſpoken of ; 'He preſieth thediſcharge of r.duty-1n each calling 
1 Tim. 6.1. and relation, that by negleC thereof the Goſpel be not-deiamed ; Lee 
(faith he) as many Fo at are under the yoke, count their own Ma- 
fters worthy of all honour, that' the name of 'God, and is dottrine be not 
Tit. 2.5 Glaſpbemed : and Let women be diſcreet, chaſt, keepers at home, avod, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blaſphemed : 
x Tim. 5.14 and 7 wil! that younger women marry, bear children, gals the houſe, (fo 
as) ro give no occafion 70'the' adverſary” is, to perſons dilatief&ted 
to Chriſtianity ) to ſpeak reproachfully * 7 (of it: ) which | diſcourſe by 
_ parity of reaſon may be applied to any other ſtate , or r6- 
t10N. 
_ \Now ſeriouſly what greater miſchief can we doe, what heavier guilt 
may we contra, than by working diſhonour to God's adorable name, 
than by caſting reproach on God's heavenly truth, than by drawing @ 
ſcandal on that holy Religion, 'which the Son of God came down from 
Heaven to eſtabliſh ; for the glory of God and ſalvation of mankind ? 
Surely next after directly blaſpheming God, and defying Religion with 


our 
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1r own mouths, the next crune ;c to make others to doe ſo, or in et- Rom. 2. 24- 
&& to doe it by their profane tongues: OF 


morgent , which the 
ore I muſt reſerve them to 


time will not ſuffer me to urge ; and ther 
occaſion. 


There remain divers arguments of very 
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Sight of all Men. 


Provide things honeſt in the fight of all Men. 


ving declared the meaning of it (briefly, importing, that we ſhould 

have a ſpecial care of our external behaviour, coming under the 
view and obſervation of men, that it be perfe&ly innocent and inculpa- 
ble.) I did propoſe divers motives inducing to the obſervance of it ; 
but divers others of great importance the time would not allow me to 
urge ; I ſhall therefore now proceed to offer them to your conſide- 
ration. 

I did then ſhew that a regard to the reaſon and nature of things, to 
the fatisfa&tion of our conſcience, to the honour of God, and to the cre- 
dit of our Religion, did require from us a good converſation before 
men ; I now farther add, that 


|| Have formerly diſcourſed upon this Apoſtolical Precept ; and ha- 


IT. The real intereſt of piety and vertue do exa& ſuch a. converſation, "IJ 
as the moſt efftetual way of upholding, advancing and propagating - 
them among men. | b 

Example is a very powerfull thing either way ; both for attraQtion to 
good, and ſedution to evil; ſuch is the nature of men, that they are 
more apt to be guided by the practice of others, than by their own rea- 
ſon, and more eaſily can write after a copy, than by a ruke ; that they 
are 


360 
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Phil. 2. I4, 
I $» 


are prone to imitate whatever they ſee done, be it good or bad, conve- 
nient or inconvenient, profitable or hurtfull, emulating the one, and 
aping the other ; that they love to be in the faſhion, and will;go-any- 
whither in company, preſuming of ſupport; defence and comfort there- 
in; that they-will ſatisfy their-minds, and juſtify-rheir doings by any 
authority, deeming that laudable or allowable, or at leaſt tolerable and 
excuſable, for which they can alledge precedents ; judging that if they 
are not ſingular, they are innocent, or however not very culpable ; that 
hardly they will undertake any thingWwithout countenance, whereby 
their modeſty is inYome meaſure ſecured, and partners engaged to-bear 


| a ſhare with them in the cenſure, to which their deportment is liable. 


Hence a viſible good converſation will have a great efficacy toward the 
promotion and propagation of goodneſs ; the authority of that being ad- 
joined to the native worth and beauty, to. the rational plauſibility, to 
the ſenſible benefit of vertue, will cogently draw men to it ; it will be 
a clear pattern, whereby they ſhall be informed what they are obliged, 
and what they are able to perform ; it will be a notable ſpur ſmartly ex- 
citing them to mind and purſue their duty ; it will be a vigorous incen- 
tive, inflaming their courage, and provoking an emulation to doe well. 

The viſible ſuccour and countenance of many, eſpouſing the cauſe of 
goodneſs by their practice, will aſfuredly bring it into requeſt and vogue, 
and thence into current uſe and faſhion ;- ſo juſt a cauſe cannot fail to 
proſper, having any reaſonable forces to maintain it ; it will have great 
ſtrength, great boldneſs and aſſurance, when a conſiderable party doth 
appear engaged on its ſide. 

Yea ſometimes even the example of a few will doe it great ſervice ; 
the rarity giving a ſpecial luſtre to their vertue, and rendring it -more 
notable ; according to that intimation of the Apoſtle ; when he thus doth 
exhort the Philippzans to a chearfull and forward practice of goodnels ; 
Doe all things « faith he) without murmurings and diſputings ; that ye 
may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation, among whom ye ſhine as lights 
in the world. | 

A good converſation doth notify good men to one another, and 
draweth them together, and combineth them in a party, for the pro- 
teftion of goodneſs, heartning and aiding one another therein. 

Such advantages goodneſs doth always need ; for it.ever hath in the 


- world many adverfaries, ſtriving by violent force to beat it down, or 


by treacherous fraud to ſupplant it ; who uſe their authority and inte- 
reſt to ſuppreſs it ;. who by their evil example do ſeduce from it ; who 
labour by detraction to blaſt it, by ſcorn and reproach to diſcourage it, 
by divers temptations and baits to entice from it ; who combining their 
forces with the wicked Spirits, and with the corrupt inclinations ot men, 
do raiſe a mighty party for wickedneſs. 

Wherefore, to balance ſuch oppoſitions, goodneſs doth need friends to 
maintain it ; not onely friends in heart, or ſecret well-wiſhers ; but open 
friends, who frankly will avow it, and both in word and, deed will 
ſtoutly-abet it, a 

A demure, baſhfull, timorous friendſhip will rather prejudice, than 
help it; for nothing will more animate its foes to aſfail and perſecute it, 
than obſerving its friends to flink and ſneak ; When good men hide {pen 

| aces, 
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faces, as if they were aſhamed of their goodneſs, then bad men will 
grow more impudent, and infolent in their outrages againſt it. 
Wherefore it we would have goodneſs hold up its head, we muſt open- 
ly take its part ; if we would not be guilty of its ruine, we muſt ſtand 
up to aa; for whoever openly complieth with fin, or negle&eth 
his duty, may well be charged with its ruine ; ſince if thou fo deſerteſt 
oodneſs, another after thy.pattern may doe the like, and a third may 
Follow him; ſo the negleCt of it may ſoon be propagated, untill at length 
it may be quite abandoned, and left deſtitute of ſupport : If it doth not 
thus happen, it will as to thee be accidental, and no thanks to thee for 
its better fortune, 


The declenſion of piety is not perhaps more to be aſcribed to any other 
. cauſe, than to this, than that men who approve goodneſs in their hearts, 
are ſo backward to ſhew it in their practice ; that good men do ſo afte&t 
retirement, and wrapping up their vertue in obſcurity ; that moſt men 
think it enough if in the cauſe of Religion againſt profaneneſs and diſſo- 
luteneſs they appear neters, and do not impugn it: for if ina time of in- 
feion all ſound men do ſhut up themſelves, and all fick men walk a- 
broad, how neceſſarily muſt the plague reign in the place ? 


IT. Charity toward our neighbour demandeth from us a great care of 
our converſation before men. - 

The law of Charity, which is the great law of Chriſtianity, doth ob- 
lige us earneſtly to further our neighbour's good of all kinds, eſpecially 
that, which is incomparably his beſt good, the welfare of his ſoul ; 
which how can we bettet doe, than by attracting him to the perfor- 
mance of his duty to God, and by withdrawing him from the commiſ- 
ſion of ſin? And how can we doe that without an apparently good con- 
verfation, or without plamly declaring, as occaſion ſheweth, for ver- 
tue, both in word and deed ? how can a ſhy reſervedneſs conduce to 
that end? what will inviſible thoughts, or affe&ions of heart confer 
thereto 2? 

'Tis a precept of charity, that we ſhould purſue things, wherewith oje Rom. 14. 19; 
may edify another ; atd how can we perform that duty, without impar- » Cor-14- 26- 
ting our mind, and as it were transfuſing it into others ; ſo as by conver- | 
ting them from errour and fin, by inſtilling good principles, by exci- 
ting good reſolutions, to lay in them a foundation of goodneſs, or by 
cheriſhing and improving the ſame to rear a ſtructure of vertue in them > 
how can we mutually edify without mutually adviſing vertue, exhor- 
ting to it, recommending and impreſſing it by our exemplary beha- 
vViour ? Eo 

The Apoſtles do injoin, that we ſhould exhort one another, and edify regain 
one another ; that we ſhould confider one another, to provoke ( or to whert «Mia = 
and inſtigate one another) zo love, and to good works ; the which can ret: 
no-wiſe be performed, without expreſly declaring for goodneſs and re- Eis met 
markables acting in its behalf ; To commend and preſs it by word is a *” 
part of our duty ; but not all of it, nor ſufficient to this purpoſe ; eſpe- 
cially ſeeing we cannot urge that with good confidence, nor ſhall be held . 
ſerious in pleading for it, which we do not our ſelves embrace in prac- 
tice ; for how can we expect, that our reaſon ſhould conyince en 
Aaa when 
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when it doth not appear really to have perſuaded our ſelves ; when 
our doings evidently do argue the weakneſs of our diſcourſe ? | 

Words hardly will ever move without pra&ice, although pra&ice 
ſometimes will perſuade without words ; according to that of St. Pezer, 

1 Per. 3.1. Te wives be in ſubjedtion to your own busbands, that if any obey not the 

word, they may without the word be won by the converſation of the wives, 
while they behold your chaſt comverſation coupled with fear ( or due reve- 
rence to them. ) . : PR oY : 

1 Cot.10-32 Again, We are frequently commanded to ſhun the giving any of- 

39 6, Jence:; Or the putting a PumBling-block or an occaſion to fat in a <8 

Rom. 14. 13, 0K brother ; that is, to doe any thing, which any-wiſe may confer to 

his incurring any fin; the which precepts are violated not onely by po- 
ſitive and a&tive influence, by ry erroneous doQrine, evil ad- 
vice, fraudulent enticements to F-04 or dicouragements from duty ; but 
alſo by withholding the means, ſerving to prevent his tranſgreſſion ; 
ſuch as a tacit indulgence, or connivence, when good admonition may 
reclaim him ; the omiſiion of good example, when it is ſeaſonable, and 
probably may prove efficacious ; for theſe negleAs have a moral cauſa- 
lity, inducing or encouraging rhe commiſſion of fin ; our ſilence, our 
torbearing to a&, our declining fair opportunities to guide him into the 
right way will be taken for figns of approbation, and conſent ; and 
conſequently as arguments to juſtify or to excuſe bad praQiice, in pro- 
portion to the authority and eſteem we have; which ever will be ſome 
in this caſe, when they favour the _— of men. 


Charity doth farther oblige us, upon juſt cauſe, and in due ſeaſon, to 


Ln 


t Theſſ. 5.14 Check and reprove our neighbour miſdemeaning himſelf ; for, Warn the 
Eph. 5. 11. diſorderly, faith the Apoſile - and Have no felowſhip ( faith he ) with 


Levit. 19.17. #be woifruitfull works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them ; and, Thou 
ſhalt not ( ſaith the Law) hate thy brother in thy heart , thou ſhalt in 
any-wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer fin upon him ; where torbea- 
rance of reproot is implied to ſhew not onely a defe@ of charity, but 
hatred of our brother ;- and a good reaſon is intimated for it, becauſe in 
ſo doing, we ſuffer fin to lie upon him ; not hindring his progreſs in it, 
not endeavouring hjs converſion from it ; but reproot is an overt act ; 
involving ſomewhat of openneſs and plain freedom, ſuch as the Wiſe- 

Prov. 22. 5- man doth prefer before cloſe good-will ; for Open rebuke ( faith he) # 
better than ſecret love. 

We are all thus far the keepers of our brethren, and it is a charge in- 
cumbent on us, by all good means to preſerve them from the worlſt of 
miſchiefs. | | 

In fine, there js plainly nothing more inconſiſtent with true charity, 
than ſuch a compliance with fin, or negled of duty in the ſight of our 
neighbour, which is ſcandalous, or may prove contagious to him ; for 
how can we love him, whoſe chief good, whoſe eternal welfare we do 

- not tender 2 whom we do not fear to ſeduce into the way of extreme 
miſery, or do not at leaſt care to lead into the way of low ain ; whom 
without any check we can ſuffer to forfeit the beſt goods, and to incur 
the ſaddeſt calamities ? 

Wherefore if the love of our ſelves, and a ſober regard to our own 
welfare be not ſufficient to induce us, yer a charitable diſpoſition, and 
a concernedneſs for our neighbour (for our brethren, our SO re 
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friends) ſhould move us to.a good ,- innocent, vertuous, fruitfuil-and 
exemplary converſation ; If we do not care to fave\our ſelves, yet let 
it pity us to damn and deſtroy others by out negligence. Rom. 14. i 5, 


HL. But if charity will not move us, yet. juſtice, exacting from 
us 4 care of our good converſation befare. men, ſhould conſtrain us 
thereto. ; 

Exemplary and edifying converſation is a debt' which we owe' to 
the world ; a good office impoſed on us by the laws of common hu- 
Man v | © | 
bo When without our own hurt or inconvenience we can doe confiderg- 
ble good to our neighbour, he hath a title thereto (granted by the com- 
mon Authour of our nature, the abſolute Lord of all we are or have) and 
he may juſtly demand it from us; as we in like caſe.mipht clainvit from 
him, and certaiply would in matters agreeable to our humour expedt it 
Wherefore ſeeing good converſation not onely doth-not-harm or incom- 
mode us, but is moſt-beneficial to our ſelves and it exceedingly may 
benefit our neighbour, it is moſt juſt that we ſhould afford it ro him ; 
It ; Bog more than fair dealing to doe it, to neglect it is @ real injury 
to him. | 

To ſet ill example before our neighbour, or ( which is in part, and in 
elfe& the ſame) to withhold good example from him.,(for not to give 
a good example is a bad thing, and ſo a bad example; this ) I fay is 
plainly a great iniquity, and a wrong to him. For, _ 

Is it not an injury to offer a cup of poiſon to any man, to.invite him 
to drink it, to be his taſter of it, ſo drawing him to take it off without 
ſuſpicion or fear of deadly miſchief? is it not an injury-to forbear war- 
ning him thereof, or not to deter him from it, when it ſtandeth before 
.him, and he is ready to put it to his mouth 2 would not fuch a man in 
all conſcionable eſteem paſs for a murtherer of his neighbour ? 

Is it not a great wrong to carry any man out of his-way ( out of a 
right, caſie, fair and fafe road) into mazes, thickets and ſloughs, or in- 
to intricate, foul, dangerous bye-ways 2. Is it not. wrongfull, when he 
doth wander or err, not to reduce him thence, not to ſet him in the 
right way ? | | | 
Is it not very foul dealing to bring a man to a ſteep precipice, and 
thence to leap down before him ? 1s it not ſo, not to ſtop him, when 
he is on the brink, and blindly moving forward to caſt himſelf down 
headlong > 

If thele be injurious dealings, then palpably it is far more ſuch to yield 
any enticements or encouragements, yea not to put obſtruttions,. if we 
are able, to our neighbour's incurring ſin, which to his foul is all thoſe 
things ; the moſt banefull venome, the moſt woefull exorbitancy, the 
moſt pernicious gulf that can be. 


We by inning do not onely (as the Wiſe-man faith) wrong our own Prov. 8. 35. 
Jouls, but we do alſo wrong the fouls of others; drawing them, or dri- 

ving them by the efficacious impulſe of our example into miſchief and 

mitery ; for When ( faith St. Paul) ye fin ſo againſt the brethren, and 1 Cor. 8. 12. 
wound their weak conſcience, ye fin againſt Chriſt ; «09 $ gunz inin 6% ma 5una 
he there ſpeaketh ot bad example ; the which he aunty JOv]e oxoddundinru 6:6 7 Te 
not onely affirmeth to be ſinfull in regard of Chriſt, 7% murir. Conſt. 2p. 2: 17. 
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T%5»m1; but calleth it ſinning/againſt-our brethren ; 'and ſuppoſeth that we ther 
ts 7 by do 'wound, po their conſcience ; which to doe is furely no-lel 
eridvrv wrong to them, than if we ſhould affaulc, beat and wound their bodies ; 
the wounds of conſcience being of all moſt grievous, and producing 
moſt infupportable aflition z -according to that of the Wi/e-may, The 
Prov. 18, 14- ſpirit of a man will bear his infirmities, but a wounded ſpirit who can 
ear 2 na 
' Indeed by: thus' hurting our! neighbour, we doe him a wrong, not 
onely very great in-it ſelf, but fach as may probably be irreparable, for 
- which hardly we can ever be able to make him any reſtitution or com\ 
penſation ; for a better example ſcarce will reach all, whom a bad'ex- 
ample hath touched ; the beſt examble hardly will avail to undoe thar, 
which a bad example hath done ; If thereby we have engaged our neigh: 
bour iniſin, we by no means can reſtore his loſt innocence ; -- abit 
Lark. 5. 16. his ſaying Woe be to me, for I have ſinned; It will be very difficult 'to 
recover him into that ſtate-'( that ſound condition of ſoul) from which 
we did move him ; it wil however coſt him, if not a final ruine, yet a 
r Cor. 8. 11, ſore repentance 3 the pangs whereof no' compenſation, which we can 
Yield, will requite : The wounds, which we thereby do inflict may 
rankle, and prove incurable ; they afſuredly will find no- eafte cure ; 

they muſt however either in conſequence, or in the correCtion be ver 


painfull ; and they will leave an ugly ſcar behind them. 
The injuſtice of this praQtice may alfo farther appear, upon divers 
ſpecial accompts. Et he : 


All meneſteem pity a debt, which one man oweth to another as lia- 
ble to grief and miſery ; (the obligation whereto is written in the bowels 
of each man} which pity will incline to fuccour theobjeR of it in dan- 

- ger or diſtreſs; wherefore every man by the natural law is bound to en- 
deavour the prevention or the reſcue of another falling into miſchief; 

Jude 22, 23. according 'to that'of St. Fade, Of ſome have compaſſion, making a diffe- 
rence, and others ſave with fear, pulling them out of the fire ; whence to 

10 - draw men 1nto fin by ill practice, or not ro reſtrain 

k om? Bo ON jon moe 5 them from it by good, is unjuſt, as a pitileſs hard- 
bh: hearted, cruel thing. - - 

Again, all men hold flattery to be a practice very abuſive, or more 

than ſimply wrongfull ; as with injury joining contempt and cozenape ; 

taking advaritage of a man's infirmity to work prejudice to him ; it is 

indeed a miſchievous, a pernicious, and withall a perfidious, an infi- 

Proy. 31. 30. dious, an enſnaring praCtice ; for, 4 flattering mouth ( faith the Wiſe- 
refefull ® de. nan) worketh ruine, and 4 man that flattereth his neighbour, ſpreadeth 
Prov. 26. 28. 4-Met for his feet 3 But flattery is not onely verbal ; the worlt flattery is 
Prov. 29. 5- not that whereby men ſooth and gloze with their lips, encouraging 0- 
thers by fititious commendations to perſiſt in bad courſes ; there is a 

tacit flattery, when by our connivence at fin, we ſeem to approve it ; 

there is a real flattery when by our compliance with fin we recommend 

it to our camergdes ; Theſe do not look fo groſly, yet do infinuate our 

mind, and commonly do inveagle to fin more effe&tually ; men being 
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more apt to truſt our deeds than our words, being-more pleaſed in our 
; vouching their ations by a participation'in them, and running a com- 
\ mon hazard with them, than in our ſtreining to commend, or to excuſe 
1 them : whence it is, that groſs flattery hath its effe& chiefly upon o_ 
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” Again: /converſation-before men is 2 part of that due reſpe&t, 
which we owe to them; There is a regard and a kind of reverence to be 


had toward every man ; which ſhould engage us to behave our ſelves de- 
e reſetice, ſignifying a confideration and eſteem of his-per- 
| 5 refentment, of his affe&ion toward us : To 
nandfome thing is a contempt of him, a rudeneſs to- 


ward him, an a 


IV. Let us conſider, that a good converſation before men is a 
publick benefit, a great advantage to the world and common ſtate of 
men. | | 

It is not onely a good office of charity to this or that man ; but it lay- 
eth a general obligation on our Countrey, on our age, on poſterjty it 
ſelf; upon which a fruitfull life, an exemplary vertue may have notable 
influence. |. | | 

As notorious fin is a plague to the world, throwing infe&ion and 
death about it ; , provoking the wrath: of Heaven, and thence deriving 
vengeance on 1t ; So notable vertue is a general bleſſing, producing moſt 
wholſome and comfortable effets to mankind. | | 
* For how can one more oblige the publick, than by conferring hel 
to uphold the reputation, and to propagate the entertainment of thoſe 
things, which are the main props of the world, for the ſake of which it 
ſtandeth, and by the means of which it is ſuſtained ; than by poeying 
the vertue and power of conſeience, which is'the band of all Society, 
the guardian of faith and honeſty, the beſt enfſurer of juſtice, order and 
peace in the State ; '( that which exalteth a nation, and eſtabliſheth a prov. 14. 34. 
kingdom ) than:by producing and promoting thoſe things, which cer- 25 28: 
tainly will procure the favour and bleſſing ot God on any people? 

- How can a man better deſerve of the world, than by concurring to 
ſtop the ng cor of ſin, and the overſpreading deluge of iniquity, to- 
gether with all the lamentable miſchiefs conſequent on them ; than by 
averting the fierce wrath, and ſevere judgments of God, which a gene- 
ral prevalence of wickedneſs neceffarily will bring down ? 


Moſt 
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| Moſt men pretend to be concerned even. tor the honour of their Coun- 
trey ; and how can we better promote that, than by checking 


us) the reproach of any people? © a or 

It may poſlibly be, it hath really been, that the conſpicuous vertue of 

a few men ( yea ſometimes of one ſingle perſon) hath leavened a Coun- 

trey, hath ſeaſoned an age, hath imbued. poſterity with an admiration 

as ' of goodneſs, and with'an affection to it. (. One 
pxe7 615 d19yun©& Eng MAV Poe . . 

NG inbranegy. Joywon Sur, an, laith St. Chryſoſtome , enflamed with zeal may 

Chryſ. dvd} | ſuffice to reform an entire people.) So among. the 

Pagans one Perſon did ſet up the ſtudy of morality, and worthily was 

Socrates ph; ſtyled the parent of (that moſt uſefull ) Philoſophy, whereby he did ex+ 

loſphie pa- ceedingly benefit mankind, and did confer much toward preparing men 


rens. CIC. fa 


for the reception of our heavenly Philoſophy. Oh ly ood 
Mart. 5.13, Such our Lord deſigned his Apoſtles to.be; for, Te ( faith he) aretbe 
ht lights of the world, ye are the ſalt of the earth ; and ſuch in etie& they 
2 Cor. 2. 14. did prove, God by them ( as St. Paul faith.) manifeſting, the ſavour of. hit 
knowledge in every place ; they not onely by their heavenly doQrine, but 
chiefly by the luitre and influence of their holy example converting the 
world from impious errours and naughty. prattices unto 'true religion, 
and vertuous converſation ; They did lead men to goodneſs not onely 
Phil. 3.17. by the ears, but by the eyes, ſeeing their excellent lite, and walking as 


1 Cor. 11-1" they bad them for enſamples. 


Prov. 14, 34 grels of in, which will not onely be the bane, but z .(as Solomon telleth 


The, o It conſequently may be, yea hath been, that the ſingular integrity 
9. of one, or of a few perſons, diſplaying. it ſelf, hath appeaſed qivine 


wrath, and hath ſtaved oft imminent ruine from a people. So one Noah 
2 Pet. 2. 5. Publickly maintaining , and preaching righteouſneſs , did preſerve the 
whole race of men from extirpation ; So ten perſons avowing righteouſ- 
Gen. 18. 32. Neſs would have kept Sodom from that rufull deſtruction ; So one good 
man?®( notably owning God, and interpoſing for the concerns of piety) 
might have prevented that calamitous vengeance, which fell upon //- 
Jer. 5.1. Trae; as Feremy told before, and Ezekiel atfirmed after it ; Run ye to 
and fro, (faith God in Jeremy) through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and ſee 
ow and know, and ſeek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, 
if there be any that executeth judgment, that ſeeketh truth, and I will 
Ezek.22, 30. Pardon it ; and I ſought for a man ( faith God in Ezekiel) among them, 
that ſhould make up the hedge, and ſtand in the gap before me -for the 
land, that I fhould not deſtroy it ; but I found none, therefore have I pow- 
If.r.g. red mine indignation apon them ; There was then a remnant of thoſe, who 
r *ings 15 cloſely did ſerve God ; and perhaps ſeven thouſand unknown perſons, 
#1 who had not in their hearts deſerted religion; but this did not avert 
God's wrath, or preſerve the Nation from captivity ; as a few openly 
profeſſing, and reſolutely practifing goodneſs might have done. : 
Now who would not be glad ot being fo publick a friend, ſo general 
a benefaQour, in performing, that, which doth otherwiſe ſo much be- 
come him; and fo greatly behove him ; yielding him the beſt orna- 
ments, and higheſt advantages even upon his private accompt ? who 
would not be ambitious both to oblige his Countrey , and to fave his 

own ſoul together, by a worthy converſation? 


Afſluredly 
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Afﬀuredly nothing can. be deviſed more conducible to the effefting a 
reformation and amendment of the world ( and conſequently to 78 
proſperity and felicity of mankind here) than a conſpiracy of good mert 
in a trank and brisk avowing of goodneſs in the face of the world. 


V. Acare of our converſation in the ſight of men, is needfull for the 
preſervation of our good name, and fair repute among them. 

A good name in holy Scripture is repreſented as a ſpecial gift, and eo Lo 
bleſſing of God ; beſtowed in recompence of piety and vertue ; and "a 
preferred before other moſt conſiderable gifts and bleſſings, concerning 
our external ſtate ; for By hwmility, ( faith the Wiſe-man) and the fear Prov. 22. 4. 
of the Lord are riches, and honour ; both are the rewards of piety ; but (Pf 112-9) 
comparing them, A good name (faith he) u rather to be choſen than Prov. 22.1. 
great riches ; It cannot therefore be a contemptible thing, nor ought it 
to be negleted by us ; for none of God's gifts, no reward which he pro- 
poſeth, ought to be ſlighted. 

Reaſon and experience alſo do concur in ſhewing that a good repute 
is a valuable thing, not onely as a fair ornament of our perſons, and a 
commodious inſtrument of aC&tion toward our private welfare ; as a 
guard of our ſafety and quiet, as {erving to 4 pos divers conveniences 
_ of life ; but as very advantageous, very uſefull upon moral and ſpiritual 4/ jury 
accompts ; qualifying us with greater eaſe and efficacy to ſerve God, © 47 
and to doe good ; for indeed 'tis manifeſt, that without it we ſhall be 
uncapable of doing God or man any conſiderable ſervice. 

Wherefore in duty and wiſedom we ſhould be carefull of preſerving 
this jewel ; the which we cannot otherwiſe doe, than by obſerving this 
Apoſtolical rule, of providing things honeſt in the fight of all men ; for a 
good converſation is the onely guard and convoy-ot a good name ; how 
can men conceive good opinion of us otherwiſe than from a view of wor- 
pes racy and good deeds ? they may charitably hou ph but they cannot 
CO LEV 


dently judge well of us otherwiſe than upon g idence ; Te ſhaf Marr. 7. 16, 


know them by their fruits ( that is, by apparent works, falling under hu- '** 35 
mane cognifance ) is the rule, whereby our Saviour tegcheth us to di- 
ſtinguiſh of men, and to build a right Fo qonge concerning them ; Ho- 
nour is the ſhadow, the inſeparable attendant of conſpicuous vertue. 


A good converſation will indeed command eſteem, and irrefiſtibly 
extort reſpect from all men. 
Wiſe and good men heartily will approve it, and gladly will yield it 
due commendation ; they cannot but honour it whenever they ſee it, as 
beſt ſuting with their own judgment, and with their affection. Rom. 14. 18. 
Yea it will procure reſpe& even from the worſt men ; for it is a miſ- 
take to think, that bad men really do or can deſpiſe trye goodneſs ; in 
truth however they may pretend or make a ſhew to ſlight and ſcorn it, 
however in words they may flout and revile it, yet in their hearts they 
cannot but admire and reverence it ; although their will may be fo per- 
verted as to ſet them againſt it, yet their reaſon cannot be ſo deſtroyed 
(or natural light ſo quenched in them) as to diſapprove it ; they do but 
vilely diſſemble, and belye their conſcience, when they make as. if they 
did condemn, or contemn it : As (faith St. Chry= _ Hoe 
ſoſtome ) they who openly do flatter if] livers, do in 8 76 vale 4 Xo 
their mind reprove them ; ſo they who envy the wor- tornu + Gary ir @t gartghs no) axivorru 
kers 
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19 & monely (Omg, x7! vi Nacdr- hers of good in their conſcience will admire, and ap- 
ww OO On pct prove them : At leaſt they will doe thus in their 
ſober mind ; when with any ſerious application they do refle& on 
things ; when "the eye of their foul is any-wiſe cleared from the 
miſts of luſt and paſſion ; It is not to be heeded what they fay in 
a fluſter or ranting mood ; when they are near out of their wits, 
and have their judgment ſtifled by ſenſual imaginations ; but what 
they think, when their mind is ſomewhat compoſed , and natural 
light doth ſhine freely in tt. | | 
Indeed ſuch wretches really do moſt deſpiſe thoſe, who conſort 
and comply with them in finfull follies; As they cannot un their 
hearts honour themſelves, ſo they cannot eſteem thoſe whom they 
find like unto them ; eſpecially they defpiſe thoſe whom they ob- 
ſerve to be ſo baſe and filly, as againſt their own judgmerit and 
conſcience, to fear their diſpleaſure, or to regard their cenſure ; 
looking upon them as vaſſals to their humour, and renegadoes from 
their own conſcience. | 


Moreover a good converſation certainly will engage Almighty God 
to protet our reputation , and to confer honour upon ns. For He 
as Governour of the World, the Patron of goodneſs, the diſpenſer 
of proper rewards to all, is in a manner bound to encourage thoſe 
openly , who viſibly do own him and-take his part , who promote 
his glory and intereſt; who pay him due ſervice and obedience ; 
who in regard to his authority, do faithfully purſue that which is 
right and good; He ſurely will ſee fit to repay ſuch in the fame 
kind, by openly acknowledging, countenancing and honouring them; 
Accordingly he hath tied himſelf to doe fo by his expreſs word and 

1 Sam. 2. 30. Promiſe, for Them, ſaith he, that honour me , I will honour ; and they 
that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed ; he aid 1t in reference to 
old Elz, who had woletiel the duty of reſtraining his ſons from fin ; 
which is a caſe very much of kin to all negle& of exemplary piety. 

Luke 12.8. And, Whoſoever, faith our Lord, ſhall confeſs me before men, him 
(ball the ſon of man alſo confeſs before the Angels of God ; But he that 
denieth me before men, ſhall be denied before the Angels of God ; the 
which (one moſt comfortable; the other moſt terrible) ſentences 
are to be underſtood, He that confeſſeth our Lord not merely by 

Matt, 7. 22, Verbal profeſſion ( for divers ſuch who fay Lord, Lord, he will not 

23- ſo much as know at the final judgment ) but in real prattice; He that 
denieth him, not onely by renouncing him with the tongue, but by 
diſobeying him in ſcandalous converſation, by working iniquity, by 
the apoltaſie of bad manners. | 


VI. Laſtly, the publick diſcharge of a good conſcience will yield 
manifold advantages, and great benefits to our ſelves ; not onely as 
good ( and thence needfull to our falvation , and our comfort? but 
as publick ; ſome of which I ſhall touch. 

 _ Such a praQtice will much ſecure and ſtrengthen us in goodneſs ; 

for he that hath the heart, with refolution and conſtancy, to doe 

well, qa io any worldly diſcouragement , although he 
IE 


thereby doth croſs the humour of the world , and incurreth the 


diſplea- 
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diſpleaſure , envy, hatred, cenſure and obloquy of men, he thus ; 
having exalted his vertue above the favour and fear of the world , 


hath fer it in a fafeyplace, hath rendred it umpregnable. 


The conſideration of having attained ſo happy , and ſo worthy 
a vidory over the moſt dangerous temptations (the victory of faith * 19 
over the world) will be very comfortable ; And the ſufferings which 
(from the disfavour , enmity, and oppoſition of men) do attend 
ſuch a praice, being a kind of martyrdom , will yield all the 
joys and comforts ( together with the hopes and rewards) of an 
heroical patience. | 
It will afford great fatisfation of mind to refle&t on the conſe- 
quences of ſuch a practice; and to conſider, that our reſolution 
hath engaged or confirmed others in goodneſs , hath preſerved them 
from fin, hath withdrawn them from bad courſes , and faved them 
from perdition ; that we have been inſtrumental to the falvation 
and happineſs of any ſoul ; that beſide our own fins ( which are 
a burthen too heavy for any man well to bear) we have not the 
ſins of others to accompt tor-,, and ſhall not be loaded with the 
guilt of thoſe, whom our negle& of duty, our compliance with 
fin, our ſtupid coldneſs and indifference in regard to ſpiritual af- 
fairs, our dilſimulation or connivence at the ſcandalous violation of 
God's honour , and tranſgreſſion of his laws, might have encou- 
raged in fin; that we are not liable to that reproof in the Pro- 
phet, 7e have ſtrengthned the hands of the wicked, that he ſhould gzck.13. 23: 
not return from his wicked way. 
We ſhall highly oblige thoſe, whom by our good endeavour or 
example we ſhall convert to righteouſneſs, or reclaim from 1niqui- 
ty, or ſhall any-wiſe ſtop in their carriere to ruine ; who when 
they ſhall recover from their errour , and ſoberly reflet on their 
caſe (when they ſhall @verigew, become again ſober , getting out 2 Tim. 2. 26. 
as it were of their drunken fir) will heartily thank us, will bleſs 
us, Will pray for us, as having laid on them a very great obliga- 
tion, and done them the greateſt kindneſs that could be ;' fo that the 
will be ready to fay to us, as David did to Abigail, Bleſſed ;, Ls 2s; 
the Lord God of Iſrael, who ſent thee ths day to meet me; and 
Bleſſed be thy advice ; and bleſſed be thou, which haſt kept me this 
day from ſhedding of bloud : This will be the conſequence of plain 
dealing in ſuch caſes, and that will be fulfilled , which the W:/e- 
man faith, He that rebuketh a man, afterwards ſhall find more fa- prov, 2. 24, 
vour, than he that flattereth with the tongue. 29.6, 19.25, 
'We thereby ſhall eſcape the fore complaints, and fell curſes of 
thoſe, whom our naughty or careleſs demeanour hath involved in 
finfull pra&tice ; for when their conſcience 1s awakened into a ſenſe 
of their guilt, when they feel the ſtings of remorſe, when they 
perceive the extreme damage and woe which they* have incurred , 
then will they diſcharge their reſentments of heart againſt thoſe , 
who have any-wiſe been acceſſory to their fall into ſuch a condi- 
tion ; then in their bitterneſs of foul, in the agony of their ſorrow 
and perplexity they will be apt to exclaim, Curſed be the day 
that I knew ſuch an one, or that I Ip converſe with him, TY 
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did betray me into this plight, who did inveagle me into temptation , 
who did not pluck me back from that finfull praQtice, by which I now 
ſo deeply ſuffer z Curſed be his baſe cowardiſe, his fond modeſty, his 
affefted wiſedom, his treacherous negligence, hf unconſcionable indif- 
ference, his impious want of zeal for God's honour, and charity for my 
foul, which did keep him from checking me in my bad courſes, and re- 
claiming me to my duty by wholſome reproof, by ſeaſonable advice, by 
exemplary praftice before me : It will ſurely be a great comfort to 
us, that we have not given occaſion for ſuch complaints 5; but in 
Ads 20.26. proportion may fay with St. Pax/, 7 am pure from the bloud of all 
OT 1-17- men, for 1 have not ſhunned to declare unto you all the . counſel of 
God. . | | | G 
It is alſo no ſmall advantage to us, that by a good converſation 
we ſhall procure the particular friendſhip and affeftion of good 
men ; for it is that , which diſcovereth good men to one another , 
which kindketh their affe&ion -toward each other , which draweth 
them together , and breedeth a familiarity between them, and knit- 
teth their hearts together in a holy love ; from whence they come 
to enjoy the faithfull advice, the kind aſliſtence, the ſeaſonable con- 
folations, and the hearty prayers each of other ; the which great 
benefits are loſt by concealment of our ſelves, and reſervedneis in 
doing good ; for how can any man know him to deſerve love, 
whoſe. goodneſs is not diſcernible ? : 
Such conſiderations may induce all perſons, of every rank and 
condition, to obſerve this Apoſtolical Precept , ſo far as their ca- 
pacities do reach, I ſhall onely adjoin, that it eſpecially doth con- 
cern perſons of quality, in proportion to their eminency in digni- 
ty, power, authority, reputation , or any peculiar advantage , 
whereby the beneficial efficacy of good converſation is encreaſed. 
Marr. 5.14 Such perſons are like a City ſeated on a mountain, which cannot 
be hid ; the height of their ſtation, and luſtre of their quality do 
expoſe them to the obſervation of all; and their authority doth 
recommend their practice to the imitation of obſervers. 

Their example cannot fail of having a mighty influence ; its 
light doth guide men, its weight doth ſway them ; it doth ſeem 
to warrant and authorize practice ; inferiours would be afraid or 
aſhamed to diſcoſt from it. 

They have not the temptations, which other men have, to 
comply with fin out of fear, out of complaiſance, out of deſign ; 
they being to lead and give law , not to follow or receive it ; they 
being the firſt movers in converſation ; the faſhion being regulated 
by them, or indeed being merely a conformity to their deport- 
ment. 

Conſt. Aſt, They ſhould by their innocence qualify themſelves to reprove 0- 
217, thers with authority and courage. 

They in gratitude to God , who. hath beſtowed on them ſuch 
advantages, are obliged to employ them for his ſervice. 

They particularly were deſigned and endowed with thoſe advan- 

Rom-13- 3 tages, that by them they might countenance, might encourage , 


1Pet, 2. 14. Might reward, might by all means promote goodneſs in the world. 
They 
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accordingly are reſponſible for the influence their conver- 

th; ſo that in the final accompt moſt ations of men will 
lie at their door, fo that they ſhall reſpeQively be either highly re- 
warded for the vertues and good works, or ſeverely puniſhed for th 
vices and fins of mankind : the which maſt weighty conſideration [I 
leave by God's grace to be ſeriouſly applied by , Who are con- 
cerned therein. 
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2 COR. VIIL 21. 


Providing for honeſt things not onely in the ſight of the Lord, 
. but in the fight of Men. 


ſons, who being inwardly well diſpoſed, ( ftanding right both in 
=. judgment and affe&ion'to goodneſs) are yet loth to appear very 
good, and hardly will own Chriſtian vertue, in the conſtant diſcharge 
of publick duties, or in ftri&t abſtinence from finfull practices ; but 
commonly (againſt the diQtate of their reaſon, and ſenſe of their heart) 
neple@ the one, and comply with the other : An odd fort of hypocrites, 
or diſſemblers; who ſtudiouſly conceal their better part, and counterfeit 
themſelves worſe than they are ; who adore God in their hearts, and ad- 
drefs devotions to him in their cloſets ; but ſcarce will avow him in their 
viſible profeſſion and praQtice ; who have a conſcience, but are ſhy of 
diſcloſing it, or letting it take air, and walk in open light ; confining it 
as a criminal to cloſe reſtraint, or obſcure retirement ; who gladly 
would be religious and ſtaunch, if there might be no notice taken of it, 
but take care of being remarkable (or as it were ſcandalous) for it ; 
who think fit to compromiſe, and compound the buſineſs between God 
and the world, maintaining a neutrality, and correſpondence with both, 
ſo as privately to court the one, and publickly to cloſe with the other. 


Such 


T' we obſerve the world, we may eaſily therein diſcern many per- 
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form thing 
pable. 

Our obligation to which Rule hath already been confirmed by divers 
other Precepts in holy Scripture, concurring in the injunCtion of it ; and 
its obſervance urged by various poſitive conſiderations of great weight 
and force (declaring how neceſſary it is for promoting God's honour and 
glory, how requiſite it is for maintaining the dignity of our profeſſion, 
and advancing the intereſts of goodneſs, how charity and juſtice toward 
our neighbour do exaQ it from us, how conducible 1t is;to the publick 
benefit of mankind, and how advantageous in many reſpeQts to our own 
particular welfare), and not inſiſting farther upon thoſe conſiderations, I 
ſhall now onely enforce it, by ſcanning the common principles, grounds, 
motives, pretences, or excuſes of the contrary practice, which I before 
touched, of openly deſerting, vertue, or declining the performance of 
duty before men ; and by: ſhewing how very fooliſh and vain, how ve- 
ry naughty and baſe, how very miſchievous, dangerous and pernicious 
they are. I SY, 

They chiefly are thoſe, which I ſhall immediately touch and refle& 
upon. 


1. Men commonly in their viſibk converſation do negled their duty, 
or comply with fin out of modeſty ; becauſe they are athamed of doing 
that, which may expoſe them to ſome diſgrace or cenſure ; becauſe yer- 
tuous practice may raiſe diſtaſte in the company, and provoke the ſcorn 
l of thoſe with whom they converſe ; becauſe ſuch a point of duty is out 
ſer. 118. of requeſt, and lighted in the world ; they are afraid of mens faces ; 
1 their tender forehead cannot ſuſtain derifion, or endure to be flouted 
| for being out of the mode, and wearing an uncouth garb of con- 
! | ſcience. 

{ But this plainly is a perverſe, and unmanly modeſty ; a fond, a vile, 
| a ſhamefull ſhame : fie on it; ſhould any man be aſhamed of that, which 
| is his chief beauty, his beſt ornament, his ſole dignity and glory ? ſhould 
l a man be aſhamed of being evidently wiſe in his conduct, of following 
his reaſon, of conſulting his true intereſt, of purſuing his own certain 
welfare and felicity ? is it fit that any man ſhould be aſhamed of paying 
due acknowledgment, of yielding due reverence, of rendring due gra- 
titude, of performing due ſervice to his Creatour, Sovereign Lord, and 
- great BenefaQtour ; to whom he oweth all, upon whoſe will he entirely 
dependeth, at whoſe abſolute diſpoſal he is? ſurely theſe are no ſhame- 
full things, but ſuch rather, wherein we ought to have the greateſt 
confidence, which we ought to perform with the greateſt aſſurance. 

If we are baſhfull, let us be fo in regard to things which are truly 
ſhamefull; let us be aſhamed of fin, that is of our moſt real deformity, 
our turpitude, our diſgrace, our wretchedneſs ; the which indeed is the 
onely diſhonourable and deſpicable thing ; the which did firſt produce 

Gen. 3. 22 ſhame, and did introduce it into the world (for while innocence did 


| abide, 
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abide, there was no ſhame) and the which will ever carry ſhame along 
as its inſeparable adherent : it would indeed become us to bluſh at our 
horrible unworthineſs, and deteſtable ingratitude toward our bountiful 
Lord, and moſt gratious Redeemer ; it were proper for us to be con- 
founded at our extreme folly, and foul treachery toward our ſelves, in 
betraying our ſouls to guilt, to regret, to wrath and puniſhment : Who 
ſhould be aſhamed, who not, the holy Pſaimiſt hath well taught us, pl. 25. 3; 
Let none that wait on thee be aſhamed ; let them be aſhamed which tranſ- Pal119.78-: 
greſs without cauſe ; and, Let the proud be aſhamed — but Let my heart © 
be ſound in thy flatutes, that I be not aſhamed. | 
Ir is true modeſty to be aſhamed of doing unworthy and unhandſome 

things ; but to be aſhamed of doing what reaſon and duty require, is 
pitifull weakneſs of mind. 

We do not owe fo much regard to vitious and vain perſons, as to be 
daſhed out of countenance by them ; we ſhould rather by our maſculine 
reſolution and upright coniench put them to confuſion. = Tir. 4. 8. 

If ſhame be an evil, which we would avoid, the onely remedy there- 
of we may. learn from thoſe words of the Pſaimi/t, then ſhall I not be pal. 119. 6. 
aſhamed, when I have reſpef to thy teſtimonies : but it is a fond courſe 
to ſhun diſgrace by doing that, which alone deſerveth it. 

Is it not alſo a wild thing, to ſeem modeſt to- — 
ward men, while we are really fo bold with God, ,,%* Ha ooh ponngr 
as preſumptuouſly to offend him, to affront him, to reri ? Bern, Ep. 108. | 
provoke him (as thoſe in the Prophet did) to bis Jes , 
face ? for fo indeed every ſinner doth; and as it is / EY 
the greateſt inadvertency not to conſider God alway preſent with us, ſo 
it is the height of impudence to fin in his preſence, or to prefer a regard 
to men before the reverence due to his eye. 

Is it not alſo great folly for declining a little preſent tranſient diſgrace, 
to doe that, whereof ward we ſhall be grievouſly and perpetually 
aſhamed ; which we ſhall never remember or refle& upon without con- Sap. 4 20: 
fuſion, ( according to that of the Apoſtle, What fruit had ye of thoſe (Jer.22. 22.) 
things, whereof ye are now aſhamed ? ) the conſequence whereof js our 9-5: 21+ 
ſtanding obnoxious to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. Dan. 12. 2, 

If we be thus aſhamed of God, and of our duty to him, nay he not 
juſtly in recompence be aſhamed of us, and diſdain to own us in favour 
and mercy ? he will ſurely, he hath often declared fo ; Whoſcever, faith Luke g. 26. 
our Lord, ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, of him ſhall the Son of "2:9 
man be aſhamed, when he ſhall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, 


and of the holy Angels. | 


2. Another principle, near of kin to the former, diſpoſing men to 
commit fin, or wave duty in their open converſation, is fear of loſing 
the good-will, or getting the ill-will of men. 

It muſt often happen, that whoever will be vertuous, and ſtick to 
his duty, will forfeit the favour of men, will incur their diſpleaſure, will 
provoke their indignation ; by IS their humour and conceit, by 
implicitely ſlighting their opinion, and condemning their practice : this 
is the portion and tate of ſtrit, and ſtiff piety ; the friendſhip of God 
and the world are not well conſiſtent ; and St. Paul's rule may be con- Jam. 4. 4. 


verted, 1f 1 ſhould pleaſe men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt : TIS T5: 
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Job 25. 6. 
If. 2. 22+ 


Matt. 


hence men prizing the favour of men with the advantages of it, and 
dreading their anger, hatred, . diſdain, with the miſchiefs conſequent on 
them, are ſcared from their duty. | 

But in truth this is a ſilly, a baſe, a ſorry fear, arguing wretched 
meanneſs of ſpirit, and pitifull cowardiſe. For 

Doſt thou fond wretch, fear to loſe the favour of man, whoſe favour 
doth avail nothing to thy main intereſts, and cannot any-wiſe conſide- 
rably benefit thee ( for 1n no reſpect doſt thou depend on his will and 
providence) but doſt not fear being deprived of God's favour, .upon 
which all thy good hangeth ; wherein thy felicity conſiſteth, withour 
which thou art uncapable of any proſperity, of any ſecurity, of any joy 
or comfort ? 

Doſt thou fear the diſpleaſure of man, of poor impotent man, a ſor- 
ry frail worm, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, ( ready to fly away in eve- 
ry moment) whoſe anger can doe thee no real harm, whoſe power can 


6.28. hardly touch thee, can no-wiſe reach thy ſoul, or its concerns ; whilſt 


thou dreadeſt not to offend the Eternal Almighty God, under whoſe feet 
thou lieſt, ready to be cruſhed into nothing, or ſtampt down into Hell 
at his pleaſure ? 

Dareſt thou not, O heartleſs daſtard, to doe that, which is in thy 
power eaſily to doe, which thou art infinitely concerned to doe, which 
upon ſo many accompts thou art obliged to doe, out of fear to croſs 
thine equal, yea far thine inferiour in this caſe ; for he that ſtandeth to 
his duty, as he hath the better cauſe, ſo he hath the greater force, and 
aſſuredly will defeat all his oppoſers ? 

Art thou, © puſillanimous ſlave, 1n regard to any Creature, thy fel- 
low-fubje&t, and ſervant, afraid of expreſſing thy loyalty to thy Sove- 
reign Lord, thy love to infinite goodneſs, thy gratitude to thy beſt friend 
and kindeſt benefa&our, thy reverence toward the divine Majeſty, thine 
awe of uncontrollable power ? Is this a reaſonable, an exculable, a tole- 
rable fear ? i 

Surely if ever to be driven out of heart is reproachtull, if ever to be 
cowed doth argue infirmity and abjeAneſs of ſpirit, it is in this caſe ; 
when we have all the reaſon and obligation in the world to be moſt cou- 
rageous and reſolute, to fear no colours, to make our party good againſt 
all oppoſition ; when we have the greateſt neceſſity to ingage us, and 
the greateſt advantage to encourage us to hold out ſtoutly ; the greateſt 
neceſſity, ſeeing all that we have, our lite, our ſalvation, our eternal 


Deut. 32. 47. weal doth lie at ſtake; For 7t is not a vain thing for you, becauſe it is 


your life : the greateſt advantage, for that if we will, we are invinci- 


ble, and aſſured of an eaſfie victory, ſeeing we take part with God, and 
| have Omnipotency on our ſide; fo that we can 


Ft I ha 6. Heb. 13, 6. . wy with David, The Lord s my helper, I will not 
I A HS 4 fear what man can doe unto me : The Lord is my 


«Jer. I. 8. 20. 11. If. 4I. 10. 
Gen. 26. 24+ 15+ I> 


light, and my ſalvation, whom ſhall 1 fear ? the 


Num. 14. 9. Deut. 31. 8. Lord is the ſtrength of my life, of whom ſhall I be 


2 Chron. 20. 17. 


Jer. 5. 22 


IO. 7, 


. Rev, I go 4+ 
Deurt, 9. 21. 


afraid ? 

There is not indeed to thoſe who are under God's ſpecial protection, 
and confide in him, any thing in nature, really formidable or terrible : 
it is his peculiar attribute to be the mighty and terrible one; He recom- 


10.1728.58. mendeth himſelf.to us as our fear, that is, the ſpecial obje&t of it ; we 
* rhere- 
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therefore do facrilegiouſly wrong him, by tearing any other thing invc. 76. 7, xx. 
ſuch caſes. of competition, and when we are concerned to fear him Ha 
whence then we are prohibited to fear the greateſt powers in the world; zi. : _- 
Fear not them which kill the body (it God permit them} ut are not ware, ro. 25, 
able to kill the ſoul; but rather fear him, who is able to deſtroy both body 28 
and ſoul in hel. | | 

Who ( faith St. Peter) is he that will ( or that can) harm you, if ye Tis 5 was: 
be followers of that which is good 2 — wherefore be nor afraid of their ter- 9 
rour, netther be troubled ; but ſanitify the Lord God in your hearts ( by 4 Es 
- a pure confidence in him.) 

In ſuch caſes, we ſhould be ready to accoſt the greateſt Potentates, in 
terms like thoſe of the three brave Youths in Danze/; O Nebuchadnezs pan. 3, 16. 
2ar, we are not careful/ to anſwer thee in this matter ; If it be ſo, our 
God whom we ſerve 1 able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O King; But (however) if not, 
be it known unto thee, O King; that we will not ſerve thy Gods, nor wor- 
ſhip thy golden Image which thou haſt ſet up : And if in imitation of ſo 
worthy an example we ſhould defy the wrath of the greateſt Kings, de- 
 manding any finfull compliance from us, how poor a thing is it to fear 
the diſpleaſure of ſorry companions enticing us to the like? how much 
more ſhould we defy all the crew of hectorly Ruftians, and huffing Bra- 
gadochios ? | ; 

While wicked profane men are ſo bold and ſtout in impugning good- 
neſs ; we ſhould be courageous in defence of it. 7he righteous is as bold Prov. 28. 1: 
as a Lon. | 

The fear of God ( the which 1s. moſt reaſonable and prudent, and 
conſiſtent with the braveſt courage) ſhould exclude the fear of men ; 
the which is no leſs vain than baſe ; the which indeed doth involve the 
wildeſt boldneſs, and moſt raſh fool-hardineſs in the world, puſhing us 
into the moſt deſperate adventures that can be ; while by ſinning we in- 
cenſe the moſt dreadfull anger, we invade the moſt formidable power, 
we incur the moſt -horrible dangers, we run headlong into the jaws of 
death and hell : ſuch a mixture there is of baſe cowardiſe, and mad au- 
dacity in practices iſſuing from that principle. | 


3. Men commonly do neglect the open practice of vertue, out of 

care to decline envy ; for ill men ſeeing others endowed with worthy 
qualities, which they want ; performing good deeds , from which 
their infirmity or pravity doth hold them averſe ; entitled to com- 
mendations , rewards. and advantages to which they cannot aſpire, 
and whereby they ſeem to eclipſe their credit, or impair their intereſt, 
or expoſe their unworthineſs ; cannot look on ſuch perſons without an 
evil eye, or without conceiving in their heart malevolent grudges at 
them, which they will be apt to veat in ſpitefull praCtices, endeavou- 

ring to ſupplant or blaſt their vertue ; men are apt to envy the favou- 

rites of God, as they are of Princes. Nor indeed doth any thing more tuidianp!a- 
Poreetuly incite men to hurt their neighbour, than ſuch malignity, 7 27 
_ being edged by that anguiſh, which their ſore eye doth feel; to ſhun 15: ? 

which envy, and its miſchievous effefts men commonly are tempted to Emmermere 
_ withdraw its cauſe, their own vertue, thar its bright luſtre may aot Ts Ms, 
wound the ſight of ſuch neighbours, wm 
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But thus to appeaſe envy by deſerting wertue is very fond and abſurg. 
For 
Shall I caſt away my beſt goods, becauſe another would not have me 
to enjoy them ? ſhall I be terribly fick, -to cure another's diſtempered 
fancy 2 ſhall I render my ſelf miſerable, becauſe another doth not like to 
fee me happy ? becauſe he doth want charity, muſt I foregoe inno- 
cence ? becauſe he doth not love me, ſhall I hate my ſelf? to pleaſe him 
merely, without bettering him, to eaſe him of a wholiome ſmart, thalf 
I diſpleaſe God, and abuſe my ſelf ? 

Would he not be a filly man, who being envied becauſe he ſeemeth a 
favourite of his Prince, would to gratify fuch enviers, offend his Prince 2 
No ſurely this is too fond a regard unto any man's baſe diſpoſition, this 
1s too great a gratification of an enemies pleaſure, this 1s too {laviſh a de- 
preſſion of a man's ſelf ; Rather let him fret, let him torment himſelf, 
let him inflict a juſt puniſhment on his own uncharitable and unworthy 
humour ; whereby perhaps he may be reduced to diſcern his folly, and 
correct his fault. 0g | 

Would any man upon ſuch terms part with his eſtate, mar his buſj- 
neſs, ſlur his reputation, or purpoſely play the tool; would any man 
become poor, infamous, or contemptible, becauſe to be rich, to be 
proſperous, to be honourable, to be wiſe are invidious things 2 Much 
leſs ſhould a man upon that accompt negle& his duty, thereby betray- 
ing his ſoul, diſcarding the love and favour of God, deſtroying the ſa- 
tisfaction of his conſcience, and forteiting his hopes of felicity : da- 
mages and miſchiefs comparable to which all the envy and ſpite in the 


world can no-wiſe bring upon him. 


If we would avoid envy, we ſhould not doe it by incurring a worſe 
evil, and rendring our ſelves contemptible tor unworthinels ; we ſhould 
rather damp it by modeſty, humility, an inoffenſive tenour of life. = 

We ſhould ſurmount it, and quaſh it by conſtant blameleſs converſa- 
tion. The which will kill the envious, or the envy. 

An unqueſtionable vertue will ſtop the mouth ot detraction, and drive 
envy into corners, not daring to ſhew it ſelf againſt it. 


4- A common principle, from whence neglect of duty, and commiſ- 
fion of ſin in viſible converſation doth fpring, 1s a fear of infamy, and 
reproach, whereto the ſtri&t praQtice of vertue is liable ; men not endy- 
ring to bear the odious cenſures, the foul impurations, the ugly charac- 
ters, the ſcurvy epithets, and opprobrious names, wherewith the bold 
and ſpitefull enemies of goodneſs are wont to aſperſe and brand its faith- 
tull adherents. s | 

To be deemed weak, credulous, ſuperſtitious, formal, timorous , 
nice, ſqueamifh, ſcrupulous, ſtraitlaced, conceited, affeted, croſs, fur- 
ly, moroſe, froward, ſtubborn, pertinacious, proud. 

To be termed a foppiſh ftmpletor, doting on ſpeculations, and enſh- 
ved to rules; a fantaſtical humouri/t, a precile bigot, a rigid Stoick, a de- 
mure ſneaksby, a clowniſh fingulariſt, or non-conformiſt to ordinary uſage, 
a ſtift opinzatre ; a man of a pitifull narrow ſpirit, pent up within a ſmall 
compals, confined by principles, fettered by laws, hving in bondage to 
his conſeience. 


Theſe 
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Theſe and the like harſh cenſures, foul reproaches, and abufive feofls, 
even all which invention quickned by envy, choler, rancourous ſpate, 


and aided by the malitious fiend, can ſuggeſt, wherewith the profane Pal. 57-3, 4 


crew of men uſually do conſpire to daub, and perſecute thoſe, who re- 
fuſe to comply with their unconſcionable extravagances, and impieties, 
men can hardly brook, and thence to ſhun them yield up all, croſs their 
reaſon, proſtitutetheir conſcience, violate all their obligations ; chuſing 
_ to be juſtly reproachable for bad ations, than unjuſtly reproached 
or good. 

Bat with ſuch a perſon, who 1s thus diverted from his duty, let me 
expoſtulate : = 

Doſt thou well to regard, what unbridled tongues out of a wanton 
mind and corrupt heart do ſputter and foam 2? ſhall 


; ; | . , ! . Nihil eft turpins, quam ſapientis vitam 
thy practice depend on their looſe wit, or licentious ,* OTIS wore. Gic. d 


talk, ſo that thou muſt doe nothing which they ſhall ja. 2. Cp. 147- ) 
not be in humour to commend ? 

Wilt thou renounce all wiſedom, abandon thy =&guia de te alii loguantur , 
beſt intereſt, forfeit thy happineſs to decline a ſquib, Scipio apu2 Cic. zn Somn. 
or a flurt ? ” 

Would not he be a ſtark fool, who would be railed or jeered out of 
his way in travel, out of his buſineſs in traffick, out of his eſtate, or 
real intereſt upon any occaſion? and is he not evidently far more ſuch, 
who will be flouted out of his duty, out of his ſalvation, out of any ſpi- 
ritual advantage? was not the practice of David more adviſeable, who 


ſaid, The proud have had me in derifion, yet have I not declined from Pal. 119. 51. 


thy law ? 

David, a great King, a man of ſingular courage and gallantry, a glo- 
rious Heroe ; yet even him did bold and baſe people deride. Whom 
will not profane impudence affail ; whom will not they attempt to deter 
from goodneſs ? ET | 

Art thou ſo blind, as not to diſcern whence it cometh, that they diſ- 
parage vertue ? that is from their extreme vanity and raſhneſs, which 
move them to ſpeak any thing without conſideration or diſcretion ; 
from their great naughtineſs and weakneſs, their being bewitched with 
pleaſure, and beſotted with vice, which engageth them to take part fo 
furiouſly with them ; from their malignity, and ſpite againſt that which 
croſſeth their fond humours and exorbitant luſts; from their pride, which 
ſwelleth againſt thoſe, who by contrary practice diſlent from their folly, 
and reprove their wickedneſs, and eclipſe their repute ; from their en- 
vy, Which repineth at thy appearing better and happier than thernſelves, 
thy excelling them in true worth, thy enjoying that ſatisfaction which 
they want, thy attaining that bleſſed hope, to which they cannot af- 
pire ; and ſeeing that their reproaches do iflue from {uch principles, 
wilt thou. regard them ? \ 

Are their words any ſlander, who being profel- 


ſed enemic odneſs do naturally impugn it b Ovltis pana@- m3 omeduies emwuyiv 
ties of gan PUB » Iid. Peluſ. Ep. 2. 220. 
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the readieſt arms they have, a virulent and pery- ' 
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Cantheir dirty language,beſpattering good things, (0% 38 Andy dons, av 7) How. 
alter their nature, or render that diſhonourable and 79 4x57 iNv ocjs nut, Gomy 5 


Gec2 odious, 


7þſt videant. 


Pen: 


WR: > 
nt 


Ig 
8 
by 
*# 
— 
hy 
<p 
*2-v6h 
Wy 
4 
4 
44 
ui 
BY 
* 
B- 
+ 
© 
A 
By 
i 
bo. 
Ft 
3 
ok 
| 
J 
Ss 
i 
a 


a. 


380 


Provide things honeſt in the ſight of all Men. Vol. IL 


oreep a M\bgeons Greg, NaZ. Orat.,— de 
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 Malis diſplicere, laudari eft. Sen. Ex- 
cerpt. » 69Os 

Non fee A non eſſe, qui boni 
placet ; nec minks validum argumentum 
mihi videtur, quod bonus ſit ft malis diſ- 
pliceat. Bern. Ep. 248. 

"Apegves. I Fet. 2. 15. 
”ATomi. 2 Thelfl, 3. 2: 


Ant. Zo H 4+ 


Quanta dementia eft vereri ne infamerss 
ab infanmibus ? Set. Ep. 91» 


odious, which in it ſelf is moſt excellent, moiſt 
amiable, moſt venerable, moſt uſetull and profi- 
oo So | 

Is it not indeed a commendation of vertue, which 
ſhould encourage us the more to like it,, to honour 
it, to embrace it, that vain, wild, diſſolute per- 
ſons, diſtempered in their minds, notoriouſly void of 
di{cretion, of integrity, of ſobriety do pretend to 
vilify and diſgrace it ? 

As their commendation is of no worth, ſo their 
reproach 1s leſs conſiderable. | 

Doſt thou not giſparage thine own judgment by 
heeding theirs, or ſuffering it to be of any conſide- 
ration with thee in the condutt of thy lite ? - 


Doſt thou take them to be ſerious in this, or to ſpeak in good earneſt, 
when they reproach vertue, and ſlight the plain dictates of reafon, the 
clear light of natural conſcience, the expreſs commands of God, the 


apparent concerns of their own ſoul ? they who are 


Moverer fi judicto hue facerent , nine ſgber in nothing, how can they be ſerious in this, 


morbo faciunt. SEN. EXC. 


Ego can 4 noftro Catone laudabar , vel 


reprehendi me 4 caters facile patiebar. Cic, 
de Orat. 


why ſhould they ſeem judicious in ſuch a caſe 2 

Is it not evidently better to be ſlandered by gid- 
dy, lewd, ungodly wretches, who mind not what 
they fay, nor care what they doe, whoſe judgment 


therefore can ſignify nothing ; than really to deſerve reproof ; and 
thence certainly to incur blame from all ſtaid, ſober, conſiderate, wiſe 
and vertuous perſons, who judge adviſedly, and uprightly about 
things ? | 
=o not better to undergo their ſevereſt cenſure, and moſt biting 
ſcofts, than to be condemned of folly and baſeneſs by thy own mind, 
and reviled by thy own conſcience? 
Is it not infinitely better to be unjuſtly defamed by men, than to be 
diſreputed by God, expoſed to moſt diſgracefull condemnation at his 
Dan. 12.2: bar, and thrown into that ſtate of everlaſting ignominy ? 
Is 1t not more tolerable to hear ſuch language, 
Tu ergo plus opprobria times quam tor- than Having violated our duty, and broken God's 
wh Fes ha commands one day to hear that diſmal ſentence, Go 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire ? 

EL ” It is a glorious infamy, which one ſuſtaineth for 
Mar ni Peet, uppers the ſake of righteouſneſs. 
mie ER Pig _ RT tht wOoek glory was the moff 

by $67 Jy Sr £iat © ample reward, and ſweeteſt fruzt of vertue, "yet do 

og Fad rigs eſſe debebis i ae injoin, that we ſhould ee 165 Dag es it ; 

Ant. 5 $ 3+ 11. 16. 9. 18. and that we ſhould rather gladly embrace infamy, 
WS than forſake vertue : 

It iis the lot of all good men ( for probation, exerciſe and improve- 

o—_ - m_ maſs = 4" Rome) at leaſt i ſometimes, as when Saint 

2 Tim. 3-12- Paul ſaid, AU that will lrve godlily in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſecution ; 

as 14-22 And ſurely he that' has La God would OY "Ec of 

ſuffering ſomewhat for his fake, in teſtimony of his faithfull affection : 

But what more tolerable perſecution, what more eafie martyrdom could 

we wilb, than to be laſhed by a ſcurrilous tongue ; or rather to obſerve 


the 
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the ears of others. to be infeſted with the buzzes of detrattion ? what is 
this but a little air ſtaged in vain, but a mere ſound or blaſt of wind, 
importing nought to Mm, that doth not mind it, or will not-be affec- 

ted with it ? the which ſurely to a ſound heart, and pure conſcience 

cannot be very ſenſible ;-a man muſt have a froward temper, or a ten- Quid ftultius 
der ear, whom a little ſuch creaking, or grating noiſe doth much vex ; mine veb# 
all its force is broken, all its miſchief is remedied eaſily, by neglect, or $en. #p. 91. 
contempt. 

It is in a manner more commendable to ſuffer for being good, than for 
being a Chriſtian ; a truer martyrdom to ſuffer for the temper than for 
the name of Chriſt; for doing well, than for profeſling truth. 

Who indeed had ever been good, in any notable degree, if ſome had 
minded the opinion, or..the diſcourſe of ſuch men, whom in all times 
the great adverſary of goodneſs and maligner of our 
weltare hath excited to deter men from vertue by Je: 20. 7 — 
thus abuſing it? hath it not ever been the portion 6, 16.77 TP ET 
of good men to ſuffer in this kind ? Job 12. 4+ Sap. 5. 3- 

Was not * our Lord himfelf,. were not his Apo- *rumy ir þ; wagiyur ices Uhd- 
files, were not all the Prophets of old, were not all ©: mg 11. 36, 
the Heroes in goodneſs of all times thus purſued , G6 Mew, & enntay 
with obloquy > what vile imputation, what name 
of reproach can be deviſed, wherewith the ſpiteful world did not be- 

{mear them ? 

Yet were they much diſturbed at it, were they any-wiſe diſcouraged '0,cNowes 
or ſcared by it from their duty 2 No; they rather did find fatisfation v aig 
and delight in 1t ; it rather did heighten their mind and ſtrengthen their an el 
reſolution; it begat a gallant, and triumphant diſdain of ſuch injuries, en- Heb. 10. 33+ 
livening and animating them in their cariere of duty ; they did embrace 
reproach for righteouſneſs not onely with content as their proper lot and 
portion from God's providence, but with joy as their ſpecial glory and as s. 4r. 
happineſs, from divine goodneſs ; feeling it moſt true, what our Maſter * _ py 
taught; Bleſſed are ye, when men ſhall revile you, and ſhall ſay all man- > aacing 
ner of evil againſt you falſly for my ſake : Bleſſed are. ye when men— ſhall Matt. 5. 11: 
reproach you, antl caſt out your name as evil for the ſon of man's ſake ; and © 27 
according to St. Peter, & rei3Ceudr, if ye be reproached for the name of 1 Per. 4. 14+ 
Chriſt ( that is for conſcionably diſcharging any Chriſtian duty) happy 
are ye, for the ſpirit of glory and of God reſteth on you; on their part . -.»> 
he u evil. ſpoken of, but on your part he. 1s glorified. 

In fine, it is all reaſon, and it is the expreſs command of God, that 
in ſuch caſes we ſhould not regard the cenſures, or the reproaches of 
any mortal ; It is a part of duty to-deſpiſe obloquy, to expoſe and loſe 
reputation for God's fake. For Hearken ( faith he) unto me .ye that IK. 51. 5,8: 
know righteouſneſs, the people in whoſe heart i my law ; fear ye not the re- 
proach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings ; for the moth ſhall 
eat them up like a garment, and the worm ſhall eat them like wool ; but my 
righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and my ſalvation from generation to gene- 

ration. 


u._ ovenn—_y, . 


5. Men-commonly decline the publick praQice of duty out of affec- 
tation thereby to be deemed more honeſt and ſincere, or to decline the 
ſuſpicion of being hypocritical. 


AS 
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As this is the moſt obvious and uſual calumny wherewith difſolute 
people do charge good men ; ſo to men of genengus diſpoſition it is of 
all cenſures moſt poinant, as moſt croſſing their Temper ; according to 
which as they hate to be, ſo they can hardly endure to be counted or 
called diſſemblers ; whence often they chuſe rather to ſeem indifferent 
to goodneſs, than zealouſly afteRed to it ; they rather wave ſome points 
of duty, than for the performance of them expoſe themſelves to that 
1mputation. 

But this proceeding is very unreaſonable. For 

What can be more abſurd, than to be really and notoriouſly bad (as 
whoever omitteth his duty is) to prevent a ſurmiſe of being ſuch ? or to 
be truly worſe than we ſhould be, that we may not be deemed worſe 
than we ſeem ? | 

How can we more gratify the enemy of our ſalvation, than by ap- 
proving our ſelves in truth to be what he would falſely challenge us to 
be, mockers of God, and traitours to our own foul ? 

Is it not a vain thing to regard that kind of cenſure, which it is im- 
polſlible for any man to eſcape, upon other terms, than of being very 
naughty ? for wicked men will never fail to load thoſe with this charge, 

r Tet. 4- 4 Who will not comply with' their follies, and run with them to the ſame 
exceſs of riot , or are any-wile better than themſelves; it is inevitable 
tor a ſtaunch man not to be ſtigmatized for a hypocrite by them. 

: Cor. 1.12. We have certainly more reaſon to be ſatisfied with the ſure conſcience 

1 John 3-21: and ſenſe of our own integrity, than to be moved with the prefumptuous 
aſſertions of any wretch, devoid of juſtice, or charity : His cenſure be- 
ing plainly injurious, and contrary to all rules of equity, which pre- 
ſcribe that no man ſhould judge of things unknown, or uncertain, is ut- 
terly deſpicable. 

r John 3-20. The teſtimony of God, ( who # greater than our hearts ) perfetly 


Thefl. 2. 4» . ; ly | - It } At 
L\.-- 2+ knowing our ſincerity, may abundantly ſupport us ; it is a great wrong 
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Col. 3. 23- tO him for us to value the raſh ſuſpicions of men, when we are ſecure of 


Eph. 5. 5 his knowledge, who ſeeth al our works, and zrieth onr hearts ; who hath 
Ml on, XL faid, that if we commzt our way to him, and truft in him, he will bring 
forth our righteouſneſs as the light, and our judgment as the noon day. 
It is certainly better to be called hypocrite by men for doing our du- 
ty, than to be treated as a hypocrite by God for Ing it ; for all 
Mart. 24- 51- thoſe who upon any accompt do violate-God's laws, thall have their por- 
tion with the hypocrites, in that diſconfolate place, where i weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth. And good reaſon ; for indeed by thus avoiding hypo- 
criſie, we really do incur it ; by ſeeking to preſerve an opinion of ſince- 
rity, we forfeit the reality of it ; by the pradtice of diſavowing the fear 
of God, and care of goodneſs, we do conſtitute our ſelves certain hypo- 
crites, and impoſtours ; diſſembling our thoughts, ſmothering our con- 
ſcience, deluding our neighbours with falſe conceits of us, feigning that 
indifference which we have not, pretending to a& without regret or re- 
morſe which we cannot do ; ſeeming otherwiſe than we are, ſignifying 
otherwiſe than we mean, doing otherwiſe than we judge fit, or like to 
doe ; that is, if we be not ſtark infidels, or utterly void of conſcience. 
Thus is hypocrifie turned the wrong ſide outward, diſpguiſing a man in 
a fouler ſhape, and uglier garb, than that which is natural and true. 


And 
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And if we compare the two hypocriſies, (that of pretending con- 
ſcience which we want, and this of denying conſcience which we have ; 
that of ſeeming better than we are, this of ſeeming worſe than we may 
be) this in nature may well ſcem more vile, in tendency more dange- 
rous, in effet more miſchievous, than the other. 

There is in both the ſame falſchood, the ſame prevarication, the like 
contempt and abuſe of God; but the hypocrite of whom we ſpeak doeth 
worſe things, more directly wrongfull to God , more prejudicial to 
goodneſs, more harmfull to the world. 

The ſpecious hypocrite, counterfeiting goodneſs, and having a form 
of godlineſs, without the power and reality of zt, doth yield to God ſome 
part (the exteriour part) of his due honour and reſpect ; but the ſnea- 
king hypocrite, diſowning goodneſs, doth apparently deſert, flight and 
affront God ; the one ſerveth God with his face, and his voice, though 
his heart be far from him ; the other doth not ſo much as ſacrifice a car- 
caſe of obedience to him ; That may bring ſome credit and advantage 
to goodneſs, ſtrengthen its intereſt by his vote and countenance ; this 
by not avowing it doth aſſuredly weaken its reputation and cauſe ; That 
hypocriſie as ſuch is a private, and ſingle evil, whereby a man doth in- 
deed prejudice himſelf, but doth not injure his neighbour, yea may edify 
him by the appearing (which in this reſpe& is the fame with the real) 
goodneſs of his example ; but this hypocriſie is a general miſchief, a 
{ſcandalous evil, a contagious peſtilence, whereby a man not onely har- 
meth himſelf, but wrongeth many others, ſeducing them into diſlolute- 
neſs, infefting the world with baſe indifference to good, and eaſineſs to 
comply with in. 

It is indeed a fad thing, that God and goodneſs ſhould be deſerted up- 


Ws. 


on this accompt ; that moſt men ſhould be ſo uncharitable, ſo unjuſt, 
ſo imprudent as to ſuſpett all good men of hypocriſie ; as if it were in- 
credible that any man ſhould heartily love or fear God ; (when 1t is ra- 
ther ſtrange that any man ſhould doe otherwiſe ) that any man in good 
earneſt, or otherwiſe than in pretence and for ſiniſter reſpe&ts ſhould 
embrace vertue ( when it is marvelous, that a reaſonable man ſhould 
decline it ) that ſo many, of themſelyes inclinable to goodneſs, ſhould 
be ſo weak as to be deterr'd from it by ſo vain an apprehenſion; and that 
the name of hypocriſie ſhould drive away piety ; that it ſhould become 
defirable, that hypocrites might abound in the world, leſt religion both 
in truth and ſhew ſhould be diſcarded. 

In fine, we may otherwiſe ſuppreſs this odious imputation, than by 
deſerting goodneſs ; we may demonſtrate our ſelves ſerious and ſincere 
by an inflexible adherence to it, in the continual tenour of our praftice ; 
and eſpecially in ſome inſtances of duty, which are hardly conſiſtent 
with hypocriſfie ; for no man can hold long in a ſtrained poſture ; no 
man will take much pains, or encounter great difficulties, or ſuſtain 
grievous hardſhips and affliftions, croſs his appetites, forego gains, and 
honours, for that which he doth not heartily like and love : he may Matt. 23. 23: 
counterfeit in ceremonies and formalities, but he will hardly feign hu- 
mility, meekneſs, patience, contentedneſs, temperance, at leaſt uni- 
tormly and conſtantly. Even the patient enduring this cenſure will con- 
fute it, and wipe off the aſperſion of hypocriſie. } 
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Sermon X. 


3 IS 


PROVIDE 


THINGS HONEST 


I N T:H--FE 
Sight of all Men. 


2 COR. VII. 21. 
Providing for honeſt things not onely in the ſight of the Lord, 


but in the ſight of Men. 
6.. 
A _defire of ſeeming courteous and civil ; Men uſually conform 
to ſinfull pra&tices, becauſe they would not be held clowns, 
rude and diſtaſtfull in converſation ; they would not give offence to their 
company , by claſhing with their humour ; by preferring their own ” 
judgment, and ſeeming to be in their own conceit wiſer and better, than 4 
thoſe with whom they converſe ; by provoking them to think they are 3 
held fools or worſe, by ſuch non-compliance. 

This is an ordinary ſnare to eafie and ingenuous natures ; but the 
ground of it is very unreaſonable : For although in matters of indiffe- 
rence, where duty and fin do not fall into conſideration, to be limber 
and dudtile as can be (which is the temper of the beſt metal ) to have 
no humour of our own, or to reſign up all our humour to. the will of our 
company, to condeſcend unto, and comport with any thing ; to raiſe 
no fattion or debate, but preſently to yield to the ſwaying vote; to /e- 
come all things to all men in a ready complaiſance, be wiſedom and good 
manners, -doth argue good nature, good underſtanding, good breeding z 
1s a rightly gentile and obliging quality ; 


Ddd | Yet- 


Nother great impediment of good converſation before men is a 
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Yet where duty is concerned, where ſinning or not ſinning is the 
caſe, there courtefie hath no room ; there it is vain to pretend any en- 
gagement to complaiſance. S "Pp 

For ſurely it is better to be held uncivil, than to be ungodly ; it is far 
better manners to. offend any number of men, than to be rude with 
God, to claſh with his pleaſure, to offer indignity and injury to him ; 
there can be no competition in the caſe ; no ſhadow of reaſon, why we 
ſhould diſpleaſe God to pleaſe men. 

As it were more civil to offend ten thouſand Boors (Peaſants) than 
to affront our King ; ſo to offend ten thouſand Kings than to affront our 
God were in policy more adviſeable, and in equity more juſtifiable ; fo 

Plal. 119.23. the Royal Pſalmiſt did judge ; for Princes ( faid he) did fit and ſpeak a- 

Matt, 10. 18. gainſt me, but thy ſervant did meditate in thy flatutes ; lo Moſes, ſo Sa- 
muel, ſo Elias, fo Feremy, ſo Damiel, fo the three noble Children, fo 
the holy Apoſtles did conceive; who being perſons otherwiſe very cour- 
teous and pentle, yet had not that conſideration of mighty Princes, as 
not rather to approve their conſciences to God, than to comply with 
their pleaſure, how much leſs ſhould we upon pretence of courtehie to- 
ward inferiour perſons in ordinary converſation tranſgreſs our duty ? 

Our own intereſt in ſuch caſes is too conſiderable to be facriticed to 
the canceit or pleaſure of any men; Our ſalvation is no matter, where- 
in formality of reſpe&t ſhould intervene, or have any weight ; to gain 
or forfeit our eternal happineſs is no buſineſs of complement or ceremo- 
ny ; It-were a ſilly courteſie for a man to wait on his company to Hell, 
a wild point of gallantry to be damned in complaiſance. | 

Who would take himſelf to be obliged in good manners to hold on the 
round in a cup of poiſon ; to leap down after thoſe, who from blind in- 
advertency, or wilfull perverſeneſs tumble into a gulf, to gaſh or ſtab 
himſelf in conformity to ſome deſperate folk 2 much leſs can a man be 
engaged out of any ſuch regard, (in compliance with the miſtake, weak- 
neſs, or pravity of others) to incur guilt, to provoke divine wrath, to 
expoſe his foul to utter ruine, to undergo a damage, for which all the 


world cannot make any reparation or amends ? 
Is it not far better to diſguſt, than to gratify thoſe, who have fo lit- 


tle conſideration of our weltare ; who indeed are very diſcourteous and 
heinouſly rude in offering to tempt us unto ſin, to deſire a compliance 
therein with them ; to expe from us, that we ſhould adventure fo 
much for their vain fatisfa&tion ? | . 

Indeed to gratify ſuch perſons were great and noble courteſie ; but 
really to doe it, we ſhould not go this way ; for this is a ſpurious cour- 
teſie, rather conſpiracy and treachery, than courtelie. 

It is in truth, at the bottom, great diſcourteſie ( involving much 
unkindneſs, real abuſe, unmercifull inbumanity and cruelty) to ſecond, 
to countenance, to ſupport or encourage any man in doing that which 
manifeſtly tendeth unto his great prejudice, to his utter bane. 


It is the trueſt civility (implying real humanity, genuine charity , 
fairhfull kindneſs, and nor 5g Fa to ſtand off in ſuch caſes, and by 
refuſing (in a modeſt, gentle, diſcreet manner refuſing ) to concur in 
fin with our friends and companions to check them, to warn them, to 


endeavour their amendment and retreat from pernicious courſes ; to ex- 
| erciſe 
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erciſe that compaſſion toward them, which' S. Tude calleth pulling them Jud. 22, 23» 
out of the fire. | | 

In ſuch caſes to repell them, yea to reprove them is the greateſt fa- 
vour we can ſhew-them ; it is'not 'onely fafe for our ſelves, but kind to 
them to obſerve St. Paul's precept, Have no fellowſhip with the anfruit- Eph. 5. 11,7. 
full works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them ; for which deportment 
whenever'they come to themſelyes, and ſoberly reflect on things, they 
will thank and bleſs us; and it' will happen'as the W:ſe-mar, faith, ZZe Prov.'28. 23 
that rebuketh a man, afterward ſhall find more favour, than he that flat- 
tereth with hi tongue. | 
In fine, if we throughly ſcan the buſineſs, we ſhall find that com- 
monly it is not abundance of courtefie, but a defe& of charity, or of 
conſcience, or of courage, which diſpoſeth us to reſervedneſs, or to 
concurrence- upon ſuch occaſions, in- regard to unallowable prac- 
tices. 


>, Another ſnare which-catcheth and holdeth'us in open praftice of 
ſin, or neglect of duty, is deference to the opinion, authority, cuſtome, 
or example of others ;' to the common opinion, to the authority of great 
_ pan perſons, to the faſhion of the world, and prevalent humour 
OI tne age... / pe OW 

A ne. (not conſulting or not confiding in his own reaſon) is apt to 
credit the vogue, to defer a kind of veneration to the general ſentiments 
of men (eſpecially of men qualified) apprehending that allowable or to- 
lerable, which-men commonly by their practice ſeem to approve. He 
is prone to ſuſpe&t his own judgment of miſtake, when it doth thwart 
the opinion of ſo many ; and hardly can have the heart to oppoſe his 
ſingle apprehenſion againſt ſo common not1ons. 


The commonneſs of ſin, and multitude of offenders doth in a man> — ia 


ner authorize and warrant it, doth at leaſt ſeem to excuſe and cx- 1 [2g 


tenuate It. 4 - x Juv. Sat. 12: 
A man eaſily conceiteth himſelf ſafe enough, while he is in the herd, 45 
while he walketh in the road, *when he hath the broad coverlet of ge- gccus16.17. 
neral uſage to ſhrowd him from blame : He doth at leaſt fanſie conſola- 
tion in undergoing a doom with ſo. many. , 
But upon many accompts, this is a very fallacious and dangerous 
ground of praCtice. 


practice. ' + > If. $4: $3 
Wiſe men have ever been apt to ſuſpeC& that to be bad, which is moſt Argumentun 
commonly admired and affected. LE toy 
Nothing is more vulgarly noted, than the injudiciouſneſs, the blind- z, 2 
neſs, the levity, temerity, and giddineſs of theggulgar ; temper, incli- 
nation, appetite, intereſt, and the like perverting biafſes have moſt 
ſway on them ; any ſpecious appearance, any flight motive, any light 
ror doth ſerve to perſuade them any thing, to drive them aty whi- 
ther. _ 
All ages have deplored the paucity. of wiſe and good mien ; the ge» 
nuine diſciples of our Lord, and ſons of wiſedom have ever been paſiſus 
grex, a ſmall flock; Our Lord hath En that Wide 3s the gate, w_ Matt, 7. 12. 
D 2 roa 


For multitudes are no good authours of opinion, or glides of Ant. g. 5 18. 
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Luke 13- 24. broad 1s the way that leadeth to-deſtruition, and many there be which go in 

ge ?. 27: thereat. EI 
(1+ Wherefore popular uſe is no good argument of truth or right ; nor 
can yield any'warrant, or any colour for infringing God's law ; No ple- 

biſcitum can be of force againlt it. 4s / 

God never did allow the people to exempt themſelves or us from their 
loyalty, or obedience to his laws; they are-univerſally. obligatory ; he 
Att 17. 30. hath commanded all men to repent ; he hath' threatned that otherwiſe a/ 
Luke 13: 3 fha// periſh; and that tribulation and angaiſh ſhall be upon every ſoul 


Rom. 9. 12, / 
Rom. 2. 9. Of man that doeth evil. 


Exod. 23; 2. He by expreſs prohibitions hath obviated all ſuch 
Rom. 12. 2, Be not conformed to this pretences and pleas ; thou [halt ot (faith he) follow 
me a multitude to doe evil; and, Say ye not a confede- 
x John 2. 15. Love not the world rACy = weither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid 
OO ( fear not to diſſent and diſcoſt from the way of this 
Prov. 1. 10. People.) And, If finners entice thee, (how many ſoever they be, 
I. 1.4 though it be a ſinful nation, -a people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil 

doers) conſent thou not. | | | 
Indeed if we conſider it, it is fo far from excuſing'ſin, that it is an 
aggravation thereof, that we therein conſpire with others, and the more 
the worſe; to oppoſe God ſingly 1s not quite ſo criminal, as to join 
with a rout in hoſhlity and rebellion againſt him; for hereby God's au- 
thority is more ſhaken, and his-honour more rudely violated ; hereby 
we do not onely fin our {elyes, but contribute to theiſin of others, en- 
courage them to it, and uphold them in it by our patronage. | 
Hereby we become acceflory to the degeneracy and general apoſta- 

fie of the age. - on 

Hereby we do join our forces to. pull, down God's judgments on our 
Countrey, and by promoting general corruption induce general ven- 


: The multitude of ſinners is ſo far from ſheltring any one from wrath, 
that it ſurely draweth it upon all; forcing the Almighty not onely for 
the aſſertion of his own authority, and vindication of his honour ; but 

If. 1. 23: for the good of the people, and purgation of the world to pour forth re- 

7 wil p"* markable vengeance. To” 5 | 

9297 REO For example, In the time of Noah did God ſpare the old world when 

Gen. 6.12. af} fleſh had corrupted its way upon the .carth, did that ſtave off God's 

2 Pet. 2. 5. . . . > - 
wrath, or ſtop the deluge ? no, it did grievouſly provoke him, it did 

Gen. 6. 6. in a manner neceſlitate him 78 deſtroy man-\from the face 1of the earth : 

2 Pet. 25+ Bringing in the floud upon the world of the ungodly. q | 

aPct.2.6. Didthe number of ſinners in Sodom prevent vengeance on them, was 
it not that which did condemn them to an overthrow 1o diſmal, pulling 
down fire and brimſtone on them ? e 

What was the rages that wofull captivity, into which 7/rae/ was 
carried? was it not Becauſe they were all grievous revolters ; and had 
ſo generally conſpired in wickednels, that the Prophet could ſay ; Run 
ye to and fro through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and ſee now and know, and 
ſeek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man ; if there be any that 
executeth judgment, that ſeeketh the truth, and I will pardon it 2 was it 
not this, which did wring froth God that ſentence, Sha/ 7 not wifit for 

Jer. 5- 29+ theſe things 2 ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this 2 : 

When 
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«When the caſe is ſuch in any community, as it was in rae, when ic. x. 6. 
God faid, From the ſoal of the. 7 ws even to the head there is no ſoundneſs 

in it, then judgment 1s neceſſary, and it muſt afluredly follow, Tour 15. x. 9. 
countPey is deſolate— then God, his patience being tired, and his good- 

neſs unſupportably abuſed, will cry out, 4h 7 will eaſe me of my adver- 
ſaries, and avenge me of mine enemies. ; 

God as Governour of the world in diſcharge of his office, for clearing 
his honour, for aſſuring his majeſty, out of regard to publick good, for 
the ſafety and welfare of his ſubjects is concerned to chaſtiſe notorious, 

ſcandalous and infeCtious fin : He may reſerve private fins for the final 

doom, when the hidden things of darkneſs ſhall be brought to light, and 1 Cor. 4. 15: 
the counſels of hearts manifeſted, and all things ſhall receive juit award 

and recompence ; but it is expedient to punith publick fins publickly : 

they who declare their fin as Sodom, with outrageous impudence, are ic 3, 5. 
like to find a puniſhment like that in a common vengeance. 

We ſhould therefore in ſuch a caſe be the more carefull of our con- 

verfation , more ſhy of ſinfull compliance with others, for preventing 
publick calamity ; for that our ſingle piety and innocence (or the good- 
neſs of a few) may fave our Countrey together with our ſelves from 
wrath and ruine ; ſeeing it is the gratious method of God in regard to a 
few righteous men to ſpare the reſt ; to releaſe a Nation from deſerved 
puniſhment ; for if in Sodom had been found ten righteous perſons, it Gen. 38. 32: 
had eſcaped that horrible deſtruQtion ; And rae! in Hezekiah's time 
(although in a very great and general corruption of that age) by a few 
good men did avoid the like doom ; according to that of the Prophet, 
Except the Lord of hoſts had left unto us a very ſmall remnant, we ſhould If. 1. 9. 
have been as Sodom. | xn at 
The righteouſneſs of one Noah did fave the race of mankind from be- 
ing extinct ; 
The zeal of one Phinehas did ſtop that plague, which had devoured 
Iſrael; Phinehas ( {aid God himſelf ) the fon of Eleazer hath turned my Num. 2g. 11. 
wrath away from the children of Iſrael; while he was zealous for my ſake **-195 39. 
among them, that I conſumed not the children of Iſrael in my Pe LA 
If there had been ſuch another publick Patron of piety, at the time, 
when /ſrael was 1o ſeverely puniſhed by deliverance into captivity, it 
would have obſtructed that lamentable event ; God himſelf fo teſtified, 
for I ſought (ſaid he) for a man among them, that would make up the pzek.12, 31, 
hedge, and ſtand in the gap before me for the land, that I ſhould not de- 31 
ftroy it ; but I found none; therefore have 1 powred out mine indignation 

upon them— and Ran ye to and fro— (ſaid he again) Seek---- if ye can Jer. 5. r. 
find a man---= in Feruſalem---- and 1 will pardon it. 

Wherefore beſide regard to our own welfare, a conſideration of pub- 
lick good, charity toward the World, a compaſſion of our Countrey 
ſhould withhold us from conſpiring in common tranſgreſſions, or omif- 
ſions of duty. 

If we fin with all, we mult ſuffer with all ; nor will the having ſo God wil wt 
much company in ſutering yield any true comfort to us ; Soczos habuiſſe i = 
doloris (to have companions in ſorrow) is in it ſelf a pitifull ſolace, and 
an unworthy one, favouring of inhumane malignity ; for our fellows 
will bear no ſhare with us, or take off any thing from the burthen of 
our pains, which will be equally to them and us extreme. = 

an 
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Can it'be any conſiderable ſatisfa&tion, that we are ſick of an epide- 
mical diſeaſe; that ſweepeth away multitudes about us and with us ? 

Is it better for one part, that the whole body is overſpread with a 
noiſome leproſie ? that its fellow-members are tortured with grievous 
anguiſh ? 

Can the ſoreſt pains of our brethren cure the akings of our heart, af- 
ſwage the pangs of our conſcience, or ſlack the conſuming flames be- 
neath 2? 

What advantage can we enjoy from going down to Hell in a troop ? 
what eaſe ſhall we find there trom being encompaſſed with the doletull 
groans, the piercing ſhrieks, and diſmal howlings of fellow-ſufterers in 
that infernal dungeon ? 

Alas, will it not rather augment our pains to hear the ſore complaints, 
the fierce accuſations, the deſperate curſes of thoſe, whom our compli- 
ance hath engaged, or encouraged, or confirmed and hardned in that 
wicked praCtice, which did throw them into that diſconſolate caſe ? 


nal. 


8. Another principle (near of kin to the former) is a diſlike of fin- 
gularity, and ſolitude ; together with the conſequences and imputations 
uſually cleaving thereto. | 

One would not be a man by himſelf ; to be gazed on, to be hooted 
at as a kind of prodigy, to be deemed an extravagant, odd, humourons, 
phantaſtick perſon, conceited of his own opinion, addicted to his own 

lo way, arrogating to himſelf a liberty of crofling and 
He is grievous unto us even to behold ; condemning, or contemning the world ; therefore 
for his life 1s not like other mens, his ways : ; p-Tok 
are of another faſhion. Sap. 2. 15, &c. he runneth along with the age, complying with its 
| ſinfull cuſtoms, and naughty faſhions. 

But this is a vain principle; for really to be fingular is no fault, to be 
held fo is no diſgrace; it is rather in many caſes laudable and honoura- 
ble; and if in any, moſt reaſonably 'tis in this. 

Doth not ſingularity, or paucity encreaſe the price and eſtimation of 
every valuable thing 2 what maketh a.z&wel but rarity, what but that 
maketh a diamant more pretious:than a peble ? 

Do not men for ſingular eminency in, any art, skill, faculty, endow- 
ment gain credit and renown ? what recommended to poſterity the 
names of Apeles, Praxiteles, Phidias, but excelling in their art beyond 
the ordinary rate 2 what gave to Demoſthenes and Cicero their eſteem, 
but a ſingular knack of eloquence? to what did Alexander and Ceſar 
owe their fame, but to an extraordinary valour ? whence got Socrates 
ſuch a name, but from his ſingular wiſedom 2 whence Fabgicius Art- 
ſtides, Cato, but from their fingular integrity ? 

Why then ſhould it be a diſcouragement or reproach to be ſingular or 
extraordinary in the nobleſt of all faculties, that of living well, in the 
moſt excellent of all perteCtions, that of vertue ? 

In truth a man is hardly capable of a greater commendation than this, 
that he is ſingularly good ; that he ſurpaſſeth the vulgar level, and 
mounteth near Heaven in the divineſt qualities ; that no bad example 
or faſhion hath been able to ſeduce or corrupt him ; this ſhould render 
him to be moſt highly efteemed, and moſt dearly cheriſhed, as a choice 
Ar_—_ of the world,-as atmoſt uſefull inſtrument of good to man- 

ind. | it 
: It were 
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It -were deſirable that vertue were more common in the world, but 
ſurely its being more rare doth render it more admirable, more illu- 
| ſtrious, more glorious. 

Heroical vertue is therefore ſuch , becauſe ſo few do attain, or can 
reach 1t ; | 


Ppauci quos equus amavit 


Fuptter , 


A few, who by ſpecial aſſiſtence of God's grace, ahd by extraordinary 
reſolution do furmount the obſtacles, which are ſet againſt it. 

It was well faid of St. Bernard, 7o be good among 
good men hath ſafety, but to be ſuch among bad men Inter bonos, bom efſe ſalutem Fanacd 
hath alſo praiſe ; (a man will be faved by that, but ue mv anne © ene eee; bo 
he ſhould be commended for this ) that hath as ane virtutis , quante & difficultatis. 
much facility as it hath ſecurity , this is of as much 3+ 2: 25: 
worth as difficulty. 

Indeed if we conſider the nature of things, or conſult the hiſtory of 
times, we ſhall find that vertue muſt be, and ever hath been liable to 
this imputation ; it is commonly ſo hard and hazardous to be good in 
any notable degree, that few will take the pains, or undergo the hard- 
ſhips requiſite to attain, or exerciſe it. 

Hence the beſt men, (who are ſuch not according to the blind con- 
jeAure of men, but in God's ſure eſteem) are an ele&, and peculiar fort | pet. 2. gi 
of people, a few choice perſons cull'd out of a great lump of thoſe, who 
on reject Religion, or embrace it onely in verbal profeſſion, or formal 

ew. 


Hence it hath been the obſervation; and complaint of all times, 


Rari quippe boni. s Jer Sat. 13+ 
200 


Hence the moſt renowned meri for goodneſs, and who by God's ſpe- 
cial care haye been recommended to vs as patterns thereof, have been 


very ſingular 10 it ; and their ſingularity did much enhance the price of 
their goodneſs. : | 

It is ſaid of Enoch that he walked with God ; but it ſeemeth witlr ſmall, Gen. 5. 25 
or no company beſide ; otherwiſe it would not have been ſo particular- 
ly recorded of him. 

Noah was content to be a man by himſelt, a preacher of righteouſneſs 
againſt the vogue, and a praCtiſer thereof againſt the ſtream of his whole 
age ; for thee (ſaid God of him, hat is, thee alone ) have 7 ſeen righ- Gen. 9. x; 
teous before me in this generation : He was no leſs ſingular in his good- 
neſs, than in his ſalvation. | 

Abraham had no common qualities, which moved God to pick him 
out, and ſeparate him from the reſt of mankind (to ſingle him from his Gen. 12. 1. 
kindred and countrey) to confer ſpecial graces and bleſſings on him. 

Lot had his righteous ſoul vexed with the filthy converſation of the 2 Pct. 2.7. 
wicked, which did encloſe him, yet fo that he did retain a ſound and 
clear integrity among them. LOT 

Fob had this teſtimony from God, examining Satan concerning him, 
Faſt thou conſidered my ſervant Job, that there is none like him on the Job 1. 8. 
: earth ; 
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earth; a perfeft and an upright man, one that feareth God, and eſcheweth 
evil ? | 

What was the reſolution of Jo/þua, did he value being ſole or ſingular 
in his practice? no, for propounding to his people whether they would 
chuſe God or not, he told them that however it were, although all of 
them ſhould forſake God, he was reſolved to ſtick faſt to him, not re- 

Joſh, 24. 19. garding their praCtice, But ( faid he) as for me and my houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord; that indeed was nobly reſolved ; it was a reſolution 
worthy of ſuch an Zeroe, to ſtand alone in ſo good and wile a choice 
againſt his whole Nation. It was a reſolution ſutable to that his beha« 

ſoſh. 14. 8. Viour, Which he expreſled in theſe words, My brethren that went up with 
me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly followed the Lord my 

Num. 14-24 God; in regard to which his camerade Caleb, being of the ſame'ſpirit 
with him, 1s called a man of another ſpirit ; different from, and above 
the mean ſpirit of his fellows. 

What was David, was he not a man by himſelf, was he not like one, 
of whom the Poet faith 


Juv. Sat. 13. Egregium ſanttumque virum fi cerno, bimembri 
Foc monſtrum puero, vel fete comparo mule 


Sh £4 0, So he telleth us, 7 ( faith he) am become as it 
al. 7I» J. I19. STo * 
x Pets "By & Carle. were a * monſter unto many, but my ſure truſt is 


in thee. 
Did E1zas to ſhun the imputartion of ſingularity, or in regard to coni- 
mon practice, ſwerve from his fauhbfull adherence to God's ſervice ; al- 
1King.15-10. though he did paſſionately reſent, and bewail his caſe; No, for 7 have, 
ſaid he, been very jealous for the Lord of hoſts ; for the Children of 1ſrael 
have forſaken thy Covenant, thrown down thine Altars, and ſlain thy Pro- 
phets with the: ſword; and I, even I onely am left, and they ſeek my life 
to take it away. | 
Lam, 3.14 What was the caſe of Feremy, 7 ( faith he) was a derifion to all my 
peeple, and their ſong all-the day ; yet did he maintain his integrity, and 
Jer. 1.18. Was a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and a brazen wall againſt the whole 
Murus ale- land ; againſt the Kings of Judah, againſt the Princes thereof, and againſt 
Mn the people of the land. | 
What was the condition of our Lord, was not he oyweio ernazydurrcy, 
Luke 2. 34 4 prodigy ſpoken againſt by all 5 againſt whom Foth Herod and Pontius 
3 es tg Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael were gathered toge- 
| IC 52 3 ther; who trod the wine-preſs alone, and of the people there was none with 
} oh.12:37--- him ; Who 1n his life was regarded by few, and at his death (when he 
: ?7. Yielded his great atteſtation to truth and righteouſneſs) was deſerted 
56. by all ? 
What was the Apoſtles condition 2 were they not ſingular men ? were 
Ads 28.22. Not they held a Sed, every-where ſpoken againſt, and impugned with all 
2 Cor- 4 9: violence of ſpirit and rage? were not they made a ſpettacle to the world, 
eb. 10. 33+ | 
3 Cor. 1. 26, tO be gazed at, with ſcorn and reproach? did not they (a few, ſimple, 
poor, weak folk ) in dodrine and practice croſs and controll the world, 
confuting, reproving, condemning the generality of men, of errour, of 


folly, of wickedneſs ? 
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_It cai&therefore 7 no. juſt blame or —_— HO) ALOE to ap- 
ear” ſingular in the praQtice of vertue. 
Such a fingularity Bas no £ ood : =0q mo of fond conceitedneſs, of wil- 


e fond conc Sit +a refs to follow.-the diftates of the beſt reaſon, ; 
he ddvices of the wiſeſt.men in all times, to follow the di- þ 

roars of. infinite wiſedom ; to embrace that, which in "3 
S Natur: il light, common ſenſe, and continual experience'do ap- 3 
not wildneſs to dos Viierwiſe; though all ſhould doe it ? 


{1\humour to hold faſt our beſt intereſt, our trueſt 


comfort, © r:eterr nal falvation? Is it not rather ſo, to comply with a 
ver gengrarzon in.running headlong to their own ruine ? , 

*Can it be pride, or arrogance to acknowledge our Maker ; tobe. loyal 
dutifull- ro our heavenly Sovereign ;. to fear the Almighty God,: to 
p  fabnic to his will. to zremble at his wore, to be afraid of his judgments, 
to ſhun his fierce anger, agd ſevere vengeance ? — - 
ir bad:ambition to feek that honour ant immortal glory, "which « 

oth c _ to ſhun that everlaſting ſhame and contempt, which he | | 


Kit net /R mqtififoun preſumption, and enormous vanity to con- 
c Fand' conſpire with rebels agus Gods law , with defpiſers of his 


"In 7 when the +; men are fooliſh and vain, when the world is : 
depraved.and diffolute, it-is neceſſary that the beſt reaſon ſhould be cal- \ 2 
ed humour, and wy wiſeſt- men ſhould be deemed extravagant ; that” w 
the beſt hings ſhould be lighted, afid the beſt perſons repreſented with AI 
adigus charafters x but hence to renounce wiſedom and goodnels is abo» - 
| = | y abſurd : _ if we ſhould therefore put out our light, becauſe it is 
6 ht Wa ein. us ;. or in deep winter ſhould put off our cloaths among ms ; 
I Is ans. " 


.Of affinity to. ha foregoing principles is this moſt plauſible Sy 
Tor fin th rig ett conſcience, namely, a prudential apprehenſion, 

e ſhalt not come off,well-ih openly avowing and abetting good- 
good, or r ſervice to it tnereby 3 ; but ſhall £ thereby 


ws 1a wiſe man ay) is incorrigibly degenerate ; wick- 
not onelyhold and impudent, but even outrageouſly inſolefit;. ſo | 
Aa cis r (irik is 2 a kid of ſcandal, to- pretend conſcience 
rule 0 Aron is tobe ridicylous, to patronize duty is to provoke Job 12. 4: 
and obloq wy; to mention religion is to proſtitute and profane. it ; 
ncern! jo _- n our rs Is £0 expoſe his moſt ſacred and venet®le 


that of all the as and [F, Ro Which 
# ſcorners and mockers is become the 


1ll pride pg vapouring over the 

ti ky allJobe ernels of. mind and ftaunchhels 
ftate ofthe world being like'to ike when th holy Plalmift oried Plal. 94. 3-4 4 
ord, ow Jong Rl: bs torr how Jong ſhalt the «dts triumph 2 53% 19.Þ A 
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How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak hard From and al the h of of dni- 


. / 


quity boaſt themſelves ? 
Marr, 7.6. An ſucha caſe, js it not ſeaſonable to obſerve our Lord's adview, wot to 
give that which is holy unto dogs,. nor to caſt our pearls. before ſwine z (not 
to expoſe good dottrine, and oly practice to {currilous and ſenſual peo- 
ple ; who will ſnarl and bark at it, will-ſcorn-and. trample. on/it, will 
bite and tear you for it. ) 3+ al 
Is it not then wiſedom rather fairly to retreat, withdra | zo | 
tue into a ſafe retirement, than by openly conteſting for it af! A ut over- 
matching forces to hazard its being baffled, and abuſed, its being tram- 
pled on, -and triumphed over, by ſcornſull pride and malice? + ng 
In ſuch a world to oppoſe impiety, what is it but attempting toſtop 
4 torrent, toallay a ſtorm, to gape againſt an oven, to blow againſt the 
wind, to kick againft the pricks? 
Bur if this caſe be rightly weighed ;. it rather trongly may engage tis 
5 an open profeſſion and praQtice of the ſtricteſt vertue,' than excule 1 us 
rom it. 
Eph. 5.15 St. Paal doth injoin us' to.walk accerately, þ- ME as fools, betas We Are. 
Phil. 2. 5 deeming the time, for this reaſon, moet the days are il ; and that 
we ſhould be Hameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God without rebuke in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation, ſhining among them as Lights in the 
* (or hol world; and * holding forth the word of life. 


ps tran And great reaſon for it ; for the worſe the world i is, the more Du 
there is of good patterns to inſtruct and "ppg it, to admoniſh and excite 
it to goodneſs. 


If the days are evil, it is high time, that.we thould apply our ir beſt 
endeavours to the mending of then). *;: 
Spefa jnrvenis— in ea tempora naw If vertue be fo near. loſt, or Fo quite cone from 
er, quibuc formare animum expediat con- among, us,. it is needfull that we ſhould Preſe ty 
Rlantibus exemyitt. Tac, Am 16-0 oc to recover, or to retrieveit. - ...: o* * 
If goodneſs be ſo hardly preſſed by oppoſition, then hath-every @ 
man the more reaſon to appear ſtrenuouſly in-ss defence, the more are 
we engaged to haſten with all our m + fuccour fe 
irrecoverable oppreſlion. tt EI 
Every one Thould labour to. raiſe a b: nk..ag8 
which - ops, to overflow and overwhelmall. we 0 Wn 
Shall we endure to ſee the adverſary of our welfare tc tos arry alh before 
him without any oppoſition or obſtruction > Shall we fufler-iniquiry 
enjoy a. quict reign, to root and ſettle it. ſelf. in; irs-uſy axpation, | 
{elf a title of long occupancy and preſcription.ag ainſt goo 
Isit not then more generous to avow our itenc i up-t0-v 
abet it in our patronage, when it is under; tlie hatches, and: 
our aid? .is it not vile treachery i inſfuch a caſe tc to def ſertit- by | 
Is it not gallant then 70 refſt fi in, and check wick dnefs, 
ſo high and rampant 2 +. 
Who will not be: yertu (oreadeavour at leaſt to. appear. { 
when vertue is in faſhion and requeſt ; ; when it flouriſherh; pipuracion, 
when all the world doth countenance. ay {xo ? who he ce ih o or. 
diſown wickedneſs, when it is commonly:odots and > who 
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But to embrace vertue upon greateſt diſadvantages, to diſclaim vice in 
its triumphant proſperity, this is indeed brave and maſculine. 

He is a worthy man indeed who can keep the field among ſo many 
ſtout enemies, who can ſtand upright ix 4 crooked generation ; who can 
deſpiſe the ſcorn, defy the rage, bear up againſt the impudence and ma- 
lignity of vain, baſe, wretched men, combining to ſupplant and extir- 
pate goodnels. 

Nor have we reaſon in proceeding thus to deſpair of good ſucceſs ; 
we need not fear thereby to expole the credit, or endanger the intereſt 
of goodneſs. For 

How can we fail of proſpering in the maintenance of God's cauſe, and 
ſpecial concern ? although men may commonly deſert him, yet doth he 
not utterly forſake them, or give over the government of the world ; 
he may let the reins lie a little looſe, but he doth not put them out of 
Itis hands ; his power cannot be abated, his providence can never ſleep ; 
though he is ſo patient in ſuffering wicked men to provoke him, yet he 
will not be ſack in aſſiſting good men, who take his part, and under- 
take to maintain his honour ; Aſſuredly he will help them, who help 
him againſt the mighty. 

In this ſervice ove wil! chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thouſand to Deut. 32. 30; 
flight ; One David will knock down never ſo many Philiſtines reproa- J9® 23: 20. 
ching God's name ; One Phinehaz will repreſs the petulancy of a whole Num. 2s. 3. 
Nation ; One Feremy ſhall be a brazen wal againſt a whole land; God 
will make it good to ſuch an one, They ſha/ fight againſt thee, but they Jer.1.19. 15. 
ſhall not prevail againſt thee ; for 1 am with thee, ſaith the Lord, to des 2 29:11 
liver thee. 

One ſober man in defence of vertue is able to diſcomfit all the Hec- 
tors, the hufting Blades, and boiſterous Ruffans in the world ; attaquing 
them with ſound diſcretion, and ſteady reſolution : for all their bravery 
and confidence, they are eaſily mated, and being like their Sire, if you 
refiſt them, they will flee from you : a prudent, teaſonable, ſmart check Jai. 4. 7: 
will quaſh their ſpurious courage, and giddy audacity. Their contempt 
of goodneſs is but feigned ; they cannot really for their hearts deſpiſe it ; 
there is ſtamped on their ſouls and conſciences ſuch a reſpe&, ſuch an 
awe thereof, which they cannot quite race out ; wherefore if you brisk- 
ly repreſent it to them, and challenge their reverence to it, they can- 
not but ſuccumb, their own mind and conſcience joining to back your 
reproof ; ſo that if you cannot reclaim them, you ſhall however repreſs 
them ; if you cannot correc their vice, you ſhall yet confound their 
impudence ; For ſo ( faith St. Peter ) it s the will of God, that with Jer. 20. 11. 
well doing ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men ; and, Having i ver. 2.15.3; 
a good conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil doers, 15 : 
they may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your converſation in Chriſe. 


It is onely ſneaking, or a timorous pretence to vertue, which they 
contemn, but they will admire thoſe , who ſtiffly adhere to it, and 
{toutly maintain 1t. 

We ſhall therefore expoſe vertue, not by frankly avowing it, but by 
faintly linking from it, when occaſion requireth an open acknowledg- 
ment and exemplary practice of it. 


Ece 2 If the 
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If the world is ſo very bad, it will not be worſe for our attempr to bet- 
ter it, it will be ſo much at leaſt better, that one therein hath that wor- 
thy purpoſe. a ; 

It was bad, when Noah preached righteouſneſs to it. 

It was bad, when E/ias was fo zealous for the Lord of hoſts. 

It was bad, when Jeremy was derided for declaring God's will, and 
cxhorting to repentance. og 

They were very bad times, when all the Prophets did ftrive ſo ear- 
neſtly to reclaim men from their wickedneſs ; being reproached and per- 
ſecuted for doing fo, but not deterred from doing 1t : the reſentment 
they had of the badneſs of times did not make them abandon the mean 
of its recovery from it. 

1 John 5.19 The whole world did lie in wickedneſs when the Apoſtles did undertake 
' the reformation of it. 
None calleth In fine, if men generally upon ſuch accompts of deſpairing prudence 
for juſtice, 191 negleCt to own goodneſs, what muſt the conſequence be 2 what, but 
he that piety ſhall be caſhiered, that vertue ſhall be diſcarded, that con- 
If. 59.44 Acience ſhall be quite exploded and exterminated from the world ; that 
conſequently an horrible deluge of various miſchiets, a general preva- 
lence of lewdneſs and luxury; of fraud and violence, of taQtion and tu- 
mult; a violation of all faith and friendſhip, a diſſolution of all order 
and peace will enſue ? | | 
And what muft grow upon this ſtate of things > what but another 
floud of judgments, and wotull vengeance ; when God's patience hath _ 
been tried to the utmoſt, and his goodneſs tired with bearing ſuch a load 
Jer. 5. 29, Of abominations, he will be forced to cry out, Sha#/ 7 not wifit for theſe 
” 1:24 5% things 2 ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as thu ? 
Stulta calidi- 10. Another principle of diſpenſing; with conſcience in publick du- 
ar Jonah * ties, and converſation before men, 1s a kind of perverſe wiſedom, or ſub- 


dentiam. Tile craft, afteAting-the name of diſcretion. | 

Cic, de Off. Men fee there are divers inconveniences, attending the profeſſion of 

CIP reſpe& to God and conſcience in all their doings ; that the world may 
diſlike, and diſeſteem them, that divers perſons will hate, malign, re- 
proach, and perſecute them for it; that they may chance to be croſſed 
in their deſigns, and loſe profits or preterments thereby ; therefore the 
deem it adviſeable to decline it in open view, making up the defect by 
adoring and ſerving God in private. 

Thus they think to falve all, by maintaining a neutrality, and com- 
pounding the buſineſs, yielding an open conformity to the world, and 
reſerving a ſecret regard to God ; finning publickly, and privately re- 
penting ; retaining their credit, quiet, cate, pleaſure with their con- 

{cience, and peace of mind : afte&ting ſome piety, but avoiding the 
Gal. 5.11. {ſcandal of it. 

They would hold fair with both ſides, ſo that neither the world ſhould 
perſecute them for croſſing its humour, nor God puniſh them for tranſ- 
gretſing his will. 

They drive a ſubtile trade, hoping to gain on all hands, both the be- 
nefits of the other, and the advantages of this world ; to fave their foul, 


and ferve their worldly intereſts together : 


This 


— 
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This they would believe a point of ſpecial wiſedom:; preſcribed by 
Solomon, Be not righteous overmuch, neither make thy ſelf pytr-wiſe, for Eccles, 1. 16, 
why ſhouldeſt thou deſtroy thy felf + Be not voermuch wicked, neither be 7: 
thou fooliſh, why ſhouldeſt thou die before the time 2? | 

But this rooking trick, to hedge thus,- an&ſave Rakes,” to play faſt 
and looſe, to dodge and ſhuffle with God, God doth not'like, nor will 
ſuffer himſelf to be gulF'd with it. 2+” EO, 

He will not be fatisfied with fuch a mongrel, partial, and halting x Kings 18. 
ſervice. | 27: 

He will not allow us to withhold that half of his ſervice ( the exter- 
nal, viſible part thereof) which is moſt honourable to him, and moſt 
beneficial to our neighbour. TE. ons | 

He cannot endure a double heart, or a-double pat. 12. 2. Jam. r. 8. 4. 8. 
face ; one looking upward to- Heaven, another @= Chron. 12. 33 

He exacteth from us an integrity of heart, and with 6m. (0. Tr.) 
perfection of obedience ; that we ſhould love him Pal. gg: 18. 1 i 5. ; 
with our whole heart, that we ſhould be-perfeit *2 Chron: 34. 2. Job 23. 17. 
with him, that we ſhould walk uprightly, not de- mat 0:24 I Aug welns: 
fleeting to the right hand or left from our duty. Wn 

He will not endure, that we ſhould hold amity, or correſpondence - 
with his enemies ; particularly with the world, the friendſhip whereof 
he hath declared inconſiſtent with his favour ; and that it is a ſpiritual 
= pd to impart any of our affetions to it ;. according to that of Saint 
James ; Te adulterers, and adultereſſes ; know ye not 
that the friendſhip of the world is enmity with God; Jam; 4 3- 1 John 2+ 15. 
ſo that whoſoever will be a friend of the world, bes fake te 19. 17: 14.) 
cometh the enemy of God. 

We may ſhift as well as we can in the world, pal. 27. 38. 0. 7r. 
provided that we hold innocence, and do not con- Phu >: 5: 
ſpire with it againſt God, by violation of our duty Oe 
to him. Be wiſe as ſerpents, innocent as doves. : Bon be 1 Jon eis T7. 43490), 
Matt. 10. 16. ( As lambs. Luke 10. 3.) 208 

They reproach good men as ſuperſtitious ; who are afraid of inviſible 
powers; who let go things in hand (preſent intereſts and pleaſures ) 
for a reverſion and hope. 

As if God's word were not ſufficient ſecurity : as if we may not as 
well relie upon things conſpicuous to reaſon, as thoſe which are obvious 
to-fenle. © 

If Chriſtianity be plainly falſe, they ſay well ; bur if it be true, very "a=. 
abſurdly ; yea if probable, very imprudently ; yea if poſlible, not 2 Thi z- 2- 
wiſely. 

They charge conſcientious men with timorouſneſs, faintheartedneſs. 

It is timorouſneſs or blameable tear to dread things without reaſon, 
things no-wiſe formidable, which cannot hurt us; ſuch a timorous man 
is he, that out of fear of men, ( of diſpleaſing them, of ſuffering by 
them, of their reproach, &c. ) tranſgreſſeth his duty. 

But to fear God is wiſedom, ſoberneſs, duty, vertue ; *ris handſome 
and honourable, becoming our nature, our condition ; the paſſion of 
tear was chictly put in us tor this purpoſe, as its beſt uſe. 


Is it 
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' Is it courage, and not rather madneſs to provoke, to reſiſt, to chal- 
lenge, to cope with the Almighty 2 Is it courage to throw ones ſelf 
down a precipice, to leap into the infernal lake ? Is it gallantry to dare 
tranſgreſs all reaſon and ſobriety ? Is it brave to be wild and ſenſeleſs, &. 

It is true courage to reſiſt and repel! ſin aſſaulting a man with what- 
ever advantages ; to dare to doe well, although vain men deride, and 
ſpitefull men hate us for it. © \ 

It is a kind of martyrdom, to be ill uſed by the world for adhering to 
his duty, and he hath a ſhare in that, Bleſſed are they, who ſuffer for 
righteouſneſs. | | 

Matt, 10-39 In fine, it isa vain prudence; to be thus politick with God ; whereby 

row gra we ſhall loſe the whole, or that part which is invaluable, out of pre- 

Salon a> 7 to fave a ſmall inconſiderable part. 

wu. It this be prudence, zhew (as St. Paw faith) i the offence of the croſs 

Mate, 0. 38. ceaſed. ” ; 

ig Then our Lord preſcribed a fooliſh condition. | ; 

+35 Then were the Apoſtles very imprudent, who deſerted all, and ſuffe- 

red ſo much for their conſcience ; being content to ſecure their ſpiritual 

Luke 10, 42. Intereſt, and to obtain the eternal rewards of piety ; chufing the better 
part, which could not be taken from them. 

Jam. 3-13 What the true wiſedom is in ſuch caſes St. Fames hath told us, Who i 
a wiſe man, and endowed with knowledge among you ? let him ſhew out of a 
good converſation his works with meekneſs of wiſedom. 
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The Lord, is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all 


» bis works, 
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therewith, approa the lo! ile of en 

and heavenly parts of devotion, praiſe and thankſgiving ; that it more 
immediately conduces to the breeding, the notriſhing, the augmenting 
in us the beſt and nobleſt of pious atfeftions, love and reverence to God ; 
truſt and hope in him; willing reſolutions to pleaſe and ſerve him ; 
whence is conſequent, that we cannot too much, employ our LORE, 
our words, or our attention upon. this point.., Beſide ſo much reaſon, 
we have alſo good example to countenance us1n ſo doing : we have-the 


precedent of the holy P/almi/? reſolving to make it his conſtant and con- 


ir 
#1 
v4 


Pa,29.1, tinual employment : 7 will /ing ( faith he) of he mercies of the Lord ; 


Pſal. 145+ 2+ Every day will 7 bleſs thee, and Y $07 prat 


with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulyeſs to wy F 


thy yan for every fat \ wp 
thews*to have Coy "of 


(that bleſſing and praifing God'the*Contex 


Pa. 92.1. . Pecially in the declaration of God's great pes) and, It i a good 


thing ( faith he again) zo give thanks unto the Lord, and-to fing praiſes 
unto thy name, O thou moſt High ;. to ſhew forth thy lowing kingneſs in the 
morning, and thy faithfulneſs every night. Such were his intentions, and 
ſuch his judgment about this practice; and we find him in effet&t true 
and anſwerable to them ; Every ſong of his; every meditation, every 


exerciſe of devotion chiefly harping upon this ſtring ; and heEarneſtly 


wiſhes that others would conſent ard confort with him therein ; he 


Pſal. 107. 8. earneſtly exhorts and'excites them thereto : O that men would praiſe. the 


Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderfull works to the children of men. 


Plal. 106.1. Praiſe the Lord, O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy 


endureth for ever. That one example might ſufficiently authorize this 
practice ; bur we have innumerable others, 'and thoſe the higheſt that 
can be, to encourage and engage us thereto; even the whole Choire of 
Heaven, whoſe perpetual bulineſs, and happy entertainment 1t'1s to con- 
template with their minds, to celebrate with their voices the immenſe 


Apoc. 4. 8. goodneſs of God ; they have (as it is in the Revelation) no.reft day or 


/ 


night from performing this office. Such is the ſubje& of onr diſcourſe ; 
the which our Text moſt plainly and fully expreſſes; aflerting not onel 
the goodneſs of God, but the univerſal and boundleſs extent thereof : 
The Lord is good to all, and hu tender mercies ( or his bowels of affettion 
and pity) are over all his works. And that God indeed is ſuch, we ſhall 
firſt endeavour to declare , then ſhall briefly apply. the conſideration 
thereof to practice. | ” i 
That God the Lord, and'Maker of all things is of himſelf, in regard 
to all his creatures, eſpecially to us men, ſuperlatively good, that is dil- 
poſed never without juſt or neceſlary cauſe to harm us, and inclinable 
to doe us all poſſible and befitting good, the univerſal frame of nature 


I : 


and the conſtant courſe of providence do afford: us ſufficient reafon 


conceive, and moſt frequent, moſt expreſs teſtimonies of holy Seriprure 
do more fully demonſtrate. There is no argument from narural effe&s 
diſcernible by us, which proveth God's exiſtence,*( and innumerable 
ſuch there are, every ſort of things well ſtudied may afford ſome ) the 
which 


ith. 
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which doth not together perſuade God to be very kind and benign ; 
carefull to impart to us all befitting good, ſuitable to our natural ca- 
pacity and condition ; and unwilling that any conſiderable harm, any 
extreme want or pain ſhould befall us (1 interpoſe ſuch limitations, for 
that an abſolute, or univerſal and perpetual exemption from all kinds, 
or all degrees of inconvenience, an accumulation of all forts of appearing 
g00d upon us doth not become, or ſute our natural ſtate of being, or 
our rank in perfetion among creatures ; neither all things being duly 
ſtated, and computed, will it turn to beſt accompt for us.) The beſt 
(no leſs convincing, than obvious) arguments, aſſerting the exiſtence 
of a Deity are deduced from the manifold and manifeſt footſteps of admi- 
rable wiſedom, skill and deſign apparent in the general order, and in rhe 
particular frame of creatures ; the beautifull harmony of the whole, and 
the artificial contrivance of each part of the world ; the which 'tis hardly 
poſſible that any unprejudiced and undiſtempered mind ſhould conceive 
to proceed from blind chance, or as blind neceſſity. . But with this wiſe- 
dom arealways complicated no leſs evident marks of goodneſs. We cannot 
in all that vaſt bulk of the creation, and numberleſs variety ot things diſ- 
cover any piece of mere pomp, or dry curioſity ; every thing ſeems to 
have ſome beneficial tendency ; according to which it confers ſomewhat 
to the need, convenience, or comfort of thoſe principal creatures, which 
are endewed with ſenſe and capacity to enjoy them. Moſt of them have 
a palpable relation to the benefit (to the ſubſiſtence, or delight) of lt- 
ving creatures, and eſpecially in an ultimate relation to the benefit of 
man ;. and the reſt, although their immediate uſe be not to our dim fight 
{o diſcernible, may therefore be reaſonably preſumed in their natural 
deſignation to regard the fame end. Wherefore as upon conſideration 
of that ample proviſion, which is made in nature for the neceſſary ſuſte- 
nance, defence and relief, for the convenience, delight and fatisfaCtion 
of every creature any man, who 1s not careleſs or ſtupid, may be 1n- 
duced to cry out with the P/almiſt : O Lord, how manifold are thy works, Pal. tog. 24: 
in wiſedom haſt thou made them all 2 fo may he with no leſs reaſon and 335-119:64: 
ground after him pronounce and acknowledge : The earth 1 full of the BE 
goodneſs of the Lord : The earth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy. Thy mercy 119. 64. 

zs great unto the heavens; thy mercy is great above the heavens. Tis in- 6PUR 
deed becauſe divine goodneſs is freely diffuſive and communicative of it &c. 
ſelf ; becauſe eſſential love is active, and fruitfull in beneficence; becauſe Pa 55: 11: 
higheſt excellency is void of all envy, ſelfiſhneſs and tenacity, that the . 
world was produced ſuch as it was ; thoſe perfeCtions being intrinſecal 

to God's nature diſpoſed him to beſtow ſo much of being, ot beauty, of 

pleaſure upon his creatures. He openeth his hand, they are filled with pal. 04. 28, 
good : "tis from God's open hand, his unconfined bounty and liberality, 

that all creatures do receive all that good, which fills them ; which ſa- 

tisfies their needs, and fatiates their defires. Every pleaſant obje&t we 

view, every ſweet and ſavoury morſel we taſte, every fragrancy we 

ſmell, every harmony we hear ; the wholſome, the cheering, the uſe- 

full; yea the innocent and inoffenfive qualities of every thing we do uſe 

and enjoy, are ſo many perſpicuous arguments of divine goodneſs ; we 

may not onely by our reaſon collect it, but we even touch and feel it 

with all our ſenſes. 
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The like concluſion may be inferr'd from the obſervation of divine 


- providence. Every ſgnification, or experiment , whence we may rea- 


Plal, 28. $5» 
ff. 5. 12» 


Pal. 14.5. tot, 
Plal. 1c. 14+ 
2+: I 2. | 
W. 25. 4 


Pal, 35, £0: 


Pſal. $8. wt, 


AQS 14. 17. 


ſonably infer that divine power and wiſfedom do concur in upholding, 
managing, and directing the general ſtate of things, or the particular 
affairs of men, being well examined and weighed would aftord reaſon 
apt to perſuade, that the Governour of the World 1s gratiouſly atiefted 

toward his creatures and ſubjects. The general preſervation of things in 
their natural conſtitution and order ; the diſpenſing conſtant viciſſitudes 
of ſeaſon, ſo as may ſerve for the ſupply of our needs ; the maintaining 
ſuch a courſe of things in the World, that notwithſtanding the great 1r- 
regularity of will, and violence of paſſion in ſo many perlons, yet men 
do ordinarily ſhift fo as to live tolerably upon earth in peace and fate- 
ty, and enjoyment of competent accommodations for life; with the 
aids and conlolations ariſing from mutual ſociety ; the ſupports, en- 
couragements and rewards of vertue many times in a ſtrange manner ad- 
miniſtred ; the reſtraints, diſappointments, and ſeaſonable chaſtiſements 
of wickedneſs, eſpecially when it grows exorbitant and outrageous, un- 
expectedly intervening, with the like paſſages of providence, will to 
hun, that ſhall regard the works of the Lord, and the operation of his 
hands ſufficiently declare as the other glorious attributes ( wifedom, 
power and juſtice) ſo eſpecially the goodneſs of him, who preſides over 
the world ; afſuring that he 1s a friend to the welfare, and diſlikes the 
mitery of mankind. He that ſhall well obſerve, and conſider how among 
ſo many fierce and hard-hearted, ſo many cratty and ſpitefull, ſo many 
domineering and devouring ſpirits, the poor and weak, the ſimple and 
harmleſs ſort of people do however ſubſiſt, and enjoy ſomewhat, cannot 
but ſuſpect that an undiſcernible hand, full of pity and bounty, doth 
often convey the neceſfary ſupports of life to them, doth often divert 
imminent miſchiefs from them ; cannot but acknowledge 1t credible, 
what the holy Scripture teacheth, that God is the friend, and patron, 
and proteQtour of thoſe needy and helpleſs people, redeeming their ſoul 
from deceit , and violence (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) that he is ( as the 
Prophet expreſſeth it ) a ſtrength to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in 
his diſtreſs, a refuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat, when the 
blaſt of the terrible ones 1s as a ſtorm againſt the wa//. He that ſhall remark, 
how trequently, in an unaccomptable way, fuccour and reliet do ſprin 

up to jutt and innocent perſons ; fo that in a whole age (as the P/almi/ 
obſerved ) ſuch perſons do nct appear deſtitute, or forſaken ; how alſo 
iniquity is commonly ſtopp'd in its full carreire , and then eaſily re- 
ceives a check, when its violence ſeemed uncontrollable ; how likewiſe 
many times the World is reſcued from contuſions, and diſtrattions unex- 
tricable by any viſible wit or force ; with other like occurrences in hu- 
mane affairs, muſt admit it for a reaſonable hypothe/rs ( fit to render a 
cauſe of fuch appearances ) that a tranſcendent Goodneſs doth ſecretly 
interpoſe, furthering the production of ſuch effeCts; he muſt upon ſuch 
obſervation be ready to verity that of the P/almi/t : Yerily there 1; a re- 
ward for the righteous , verily there is a God that judgeth the earth. 
St. Paul inſtructs us, that in paſt-times (that is in all generations from 
the beginning of things) God did atteſt himſelf to be the Governour of 
the World: how? 4a34.927o@», by his beneficence ; giving to men ſhowres 
from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling their hearts with food and glad- 


neſs : 
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neſs : competent evidences it ſeems theſe were of his providence, and 
withall (fuppoſing that) certain demonſtrations of his goodneſs : al- 
though ſome have abuſed this kind of teſtimony , or argumentation lo 
valid in its ſelf, unto a contrary purpoſe; alledging that if God ruled 

| the World, ſo much wickedneſs and impiety would not be tolerated 
therein, that ingratefull and evil men could not fo thrive and flouriſh ; 
that more ſpeedy and more ſevere vengeance would be executed ; that 
benefits would not be ſcattered among the crowd of men with fo pro- 
miſcuous and undiſtinguiſhing a freeneſs ; but ſuch diſcourſes, upon a 
juſt, and true accompt, do onely infer the great patience and clemency, 
the unconfined mercy and bounty of our Lord ; that he is in diſpoſition 
very different from pettiſh, and impatient man, who ſhould he have the 
reins put into his hands, and in his adminiſtration of things ſhould be fo 
often negledted, croſſed, abuſed, would ſoon overturn all things ; and 
being himſelf diſcompoſed with paſſion would precipitate the World into 
contuſion, and ruine. Things would not have ſubſiſted hitherto, atid 
continued in their orderly courſe, but by the moceration of an immenſe 
goodneſs ; by that 


—— magni Cuſtos clemenyia mund:. Claud. 
J 


'Tis by the Lord's mercies, that we { we the whole body of finfull men, Lam. 3. 32: 
ſo guilty of heinous provocations, and rebellions againſt our Maker ) 
are not conſumed. And what again God in the Prophet ſpeaks concerning 
1ſrael, he might have applied to the whole nation of men : Zow ſhaf ads t7. 26: 
1 give thee up, Ephraim; how ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael * how fhal I 
make thee as Admah ; how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? T7 will not execute 
the fierceneſs of my anger, 1 will not retarn to deſtroy Ephraim ; for 1 amt 
God, and not man : the reaſon (for I am God, and not man) is obſer- 
vable ; implying (upon parity of reaſon in the caſes, concerning that 
one Nation, and concerning the body of men ) that it is an indulgence, 
_ and forbearance above, if not contrary to the temper of man, and even 
beyond humane conceit, whereby the ſtate of things here doth ſubſiſt, 
and is preſerved from ruine. 
Thus nature, and thus providence do bear witneſs concerning the di- 
poſition of God. As for holy Scripture there is nothing either in way 
of poſitive aſſertion more frequently inculcated, or by more illuſtrious 
examples ſet forth and made palpable, than this attribute of God. When ex. 24. 6. 
God would impart a portraiture, or deſcription of himſelf to his deareſt 
friend, and favourite Moſes ; the firſt and chief lineaments thereof are 
ſeveral ſorts, or ſeveral inſtances of goodneſs ; he expreſſes himſelf Mer- 
cifull and gratious, long-ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs : (. Mercifull : 
El rachum ; a God of pitying, or ſtrong in pity ; that is, moſt apt to vim v8 
commulerate and to ſuccour thoſe, who are in need or diſtreſs. Gra- 
tiows, that is ready both freely to forgive wrongs, and to diſpence fa- 
vours. Long-ſuffering, or longus irarum, that is not ſoon moved, or apt 
ealily to conceive ditpleaſure; not haſty in execution of vengeance, or 
venting his anger in hurtfull effe&ts. Abandant in goodyeſs ; that is not 
ſparing as to quantity or quality, either in the multityde or magnitude 
of his favours, but in all reſpects exceedingly liberal ; conferring wil- 
lingly both very many, and very great benefits. Such did God repre» 
ſent himſelf ro Moſes, when he defired a fuller knowledge, and nearer Plal. 86. 5. 
, F f f 2 acquain- 103. 8, (Fc. 
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acquaintance with him ; than ordinary means aflord. The ſame cha- 
racter in ſubſtance we have often repcared ; and ſometimes with advan- 
tage of emphatical expreſſion, well deſerving our obſervation and re- 
Joel 2. 13- gard ; as when the Prophet Foel faith, that God s perirent, or ſorry for 
Mich. 7. 15 evil tnftitied ; and Micah, that he delighteth in mercy; and when Nehe- 
IS 1 2, miah calleth him a God of pardons ; and when Eſay repreſents him as 
waiting (or ſeeking occaſions) to be gratious - and all this 1n the 0/d 
Teſtament, where God ſeems to look upon man with a leſs ſerene, and 
debonaire aſpe&t : Indeed as that diſpenſation ( futably to the nature and 
condition of things under it) doth ſet out: God's mercy and goodneſs 
with eſpecial relation to this preſent World, or temporal Eſtate ; fo the 
New one more abundantly diſplays his more excellent care, and love of 
our ſouls ; his great tenderneſs of our ſpiritual and eternal wellare. It 
is all of it in its nature and deſign but as it were one entire declaration of 
Ron. 2. 9 the 70 yen5% 7s 38 ( the beneficial diſpoſition, the benignity, or boun- 
tifulneſs of God, as St. Pal telleth us ) 'tis a rare project of divine phz- 
lanthropy ; an illuſtrious afidavit of God's wonderfull propenſity to bleſs 
and fave mankind ; maniteſted by the higheſt expreſſions and inſtances 
of love and goodneſs, that were poſſible,, ( For his not ſparing his own 
Son, the expreſs image of hu ſubſtance, the deareſt object of his infinite 
love, the partaker of his eternal nature and glory, but delivering him 
up a facrifice ſor our offences ; his moſt earneſt woing our baſenels and 
unworthineſs to reconciliation with him, and admiſſion or acceptance of 
his favour ; his tendering upon ſo fair and eafie terms an endleſs life in 
perte& joy and bliſs ; his furniſhing us with ſo plentifull means and 
Rom. $. 33- POWerfull aids for attaining that happy ſtate ; how pregnant demonſtra- 
13+ 5+ fions are theſe, of unſpeakable goodneſs toward us, whence ) The or- 
hea 37" dinary titles in this diſpenſation attributed unto him are, the God of love 
1 Pet. 5.10. and peace, of hope, of patience ; of all grace, of all conſolation ; the fa- 
ran 27 4 ther of pities, rich in mercy, full of bowels ; love and goodneſs it ſelf. 
; John 4. 8. Thus doth the Scripture poſitively afſert God's goodneſs; thus it di- 
reftly repreſents and deſcribes his gratious diſpoſition toward us. And 
as for examples ( which much ſerve as to illuſtrate and explain, fo alſo 
to verify, and aſſure matters of this nature ) if we carefully attend to 
God's ordinary proceedings with men there recorded, we ſhall find this 
Luke 6. 35. diſpoſition very conſpicuous in them, Who can recompt the number, 
For he « kind or ſet out the value of thoſe inſtances, wherein God's goodnels is expreſ- 
thankful, and ſed toward ſuch as lov'd him? of his admirable condeſcention in draw- 
ro the evil. ing them to him ; of the afteftionate tenderneſs, with which he con- 
ſtantly embraced them ; of his mercifull indulgence toward them, when 
provoked by their untowardly behaviour ; of his kind acceptance, and 
munificent recompencing their endeavours to pleaſe him ; of his deep 
compaſlionating their ſufterings ; of his vigilant carefulneſs over them, 
and over all their concernments? Methinks the higheſt expreſſions, that 
language. aſſiſted with all its helps of metaphor and reſemblance, can af- 
ford, are yery languid and faint in compariſon of what they ſtrain to re- 
Plal. 35. 6. Preſent, when the goodneſs of God toward them, who love him, comes to 
gs 103115 be exprefled : As the heaven v high above the earth, ſo great is his mercy 
"MN toward them that fear him. Like as a father pitieth his children, ſo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him ; So David (trives to utter 1t, but with 
{imilitudes far ſhort of the truth. If any will come near to reach it, 'tis 
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that in Moſes and Zechary, when they are compared to the apple: of God's Deur. 32. 10. 

eye, that is to the moſt dear and tender part, as it were, about him. Torn gy * 
We find them often ſtyled, and ever treated as friends, and as chil- 2 Chron. 20. 

dren ; and that in a fenſe tranſcending the vulgar fignification of thoſe 7: 

words; for, what friendſhip could endure, could paſs over, could for- 

get, could admit an entire reconciliation, and re-eftabliſhment in atiec- 

tion after ſuch heinous indignities ſuch infideliries, fuch undutifulneſs as 

were thoſe of 4dam, of Noah, of David, of Peter > who would have 

received into favour and familiarity a Mazaſſes, a Magdalen, a Paul ? 

who would ſo far extend his regard upon the poſterity ( upon ſuch a 

poſterity, ſo untoward, fo unworthy) of his friend, as God did upon 

that -of Abraham, in reſpect unto him 2 what great Prince would employ 

his principal Courtiers to guard, and ferve a poor attendant, a mean | 

{ubject of his? Yet; The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them Pal. 34 7: 

that fear him, and delivereth them ; and many inſtances we have of 

thoſe glorious Inhabitants of Heaven by God's appointment ſtooping 

down to wait upon, and to perform ſervice to the ſons of men. But 

upon examples of this nature, being numberleſs, and compoſing indeed 

rhe main body of the ſacred Ziſftory (it being chiefly deſigned to repre- 

ſent them) I ſhall not.inſiſt ;. I ſhall onely obſerve for preventing or fa- 

tisfying objeRtions ( yea indeed for turning them 


—— 
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to the advantage, and confirmation of that which 
we aſſert) that even in thoſe caſes, wherein God's 
higheſt ſeverity hath been exerciſed, when God 
hath purpoſed to exhibit moſt dreadfull inſtances of 
his juſtice, upon the moſt provocative occaſions ; 
we may diſcern his goodneſs eminently ſhewing it 
ſelf ; That even in the greateſt extremity of his dil- 
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pleaſure, in his acts of higheſt vengeance, Mercy waaGy, iyolus by d3a2%;. Ibid. 
doth a languy acdc D X@ LOEWS ( as Sr. Fames ſpea- Jam. 2, 13+ 

keth) Zoaſt it ſelf, and triumph over juſtice ; that | 

God as the Sun ( to uſe 7ertullian's ſ{imilitude ) Tunc maxims eſt oprimius, cum tibi non 
when he ſeems moſt to infeſt and feorch us ; doth 5 Eragon eager 
even then diſpence uſefull and healrhfull influences marc. bs SE 

upon us. Even, I ſay, in the moſt terrible and 

amazing examples of divine juſtice (fuch as were the ejeCting and ex- 

cluding mankind from Paradiſe ; the general deftru&ian in the deluge ; 

the exicinding, and extirpation of the Amorztes together with other in- 
habitants of Canaan ; the delivering /ſrae/ and Fadah into the Aſſyrian 
thraldom, the final deſtruction of Feruſalem, together with the difper- 

ſion of the Fewzſh Nation over the World, and its fad conſequences) we 


may ( not hardly ) obſerve particulars, more than favouring of great Vid. Ctyſ. 
mercy/and goodnels : Tom. 6. Or. 8. 


þ. 63+ optimne. 

x. That (in moſt of theſe caſes, in all according ta fome accompt ) 
God was not moved to the diſpleaſure productive of thoſe effects but up- 
on very great conſiderations. That he did not ſeek advantages, ttor em- 
brace all occaſions; but was incenſed by ſuperlative degrees of iniquity 
and impurity ( ſuch in their own nature, and much aggravated by their 
circumſtances ) ſuch as rendred common life inconvenient and infup- 
portable to men ; made the earth to ſtink with their filth and corrup- 
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tion ; to groan under the burthen and weight of them ; to pant and a+ 
bour for a riddance from them. Ee, 

4: That God did not upon the firſt glimpſes of provocation proceed 
to the execution and diſcharge of his wrath, but did with wonderfull 
Ec. 30.18. Patience expect a change in the offenders, waiting to be gratious, as the 

Prophet ſpeakethy affording more than competent time, and means 
more than ſufficient of appeaſing him by repentance ; vouchſafing fre- 
quent admonitions, ſolicitations, threatnings, moderate corrections, and 
other ſuch proper methods conducing to their amendment, and to their 
preſervation. 

3-. That the infliftions themſelves, how grievous ſoever in appea- 
rance, were not really extreme in meaſure ; not accompanied with fo 
acute torments, nor with ſo lingring pains, nor with ſo utter a ruine as 

Ezr. 9. 13- Might have been inflicted ; but that (as Ezra, ir reſpeC to one of thoſe 
caſes, confeſſeth) they were leſs, than their iniquities deſerved. That 
Plal. 58. 38. (as it is in the Pſalm) He did not ſtir up all his wrath ; which would: 
have immediately conſumed them, or infinitely tormented them. 
| 4 That (conſequently upon ſome of thoſe premiſſes) the affliftions 
brought upon them were in a ſort rather neceſſary than voluntary in re- 
ſpe& of him; rather a natural fruit of their diſpoſitions and dealings, 
Ezek.18. 23, than a free reſult of his will ; however contrary to his primary inten- 
34 3311+ tions and deſires. Whence he no leſs truly, than earnefly diſclaims ha- 
Lam: 3: 33. Ving any pleaſure in their death, that he affitted willingly, or grieved the 
Hole 13-9* children of men ; and charges their diſaſters upon themielves, as the ſole 
cauſes of them. 

5. That farther, the chaſtiſements inflicted were wholeſome and pro- 
fitable, both in their own nature, and according to his deſign ; both in 
reſpeCt to the generality of men (who by them were warned, and by 
ſuch examples deterr'd from incurring the like miſchiefs ; were kept 
from the inconveniences, ſecured from the temptations, the violences, 

chryl. &»0). &. the allurements, the contagions of the preſent evil 

'Our x Dake x, eres x, Adde- Nate; according to that reaſgqn alledged for puniſh- 
agAbs Try © Ince Ibid. ments of this kind : A# the people ſhall hear, and 

Deut. 17. 13» 

'Emiun Tuvelar, 3 8 dna fear, and doe 10 more preſumptuouſly) and in regard 
enaToy dl, G6 T4 wivorle Ny to the ſufferers themſelves, who thereby were pre 
TURE» OT Tm ts 96s vented from proceeding farther in their wicked 
Rom. 2.5. Courſes ; accumulating ( or treaſuring up, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) far« 

ther degrees of wrath, as obdurate and incorrigible people will furely doe. 
Iſ.1.5. 26.10. ( Why, ſaith the Prophet, ſhould ye be ſtricken any more ? ( to what pur- 
poſe is moderate correction? ) ye will revolt more and wn That he 
did with a kind of violence to his own inclinations, and reluQtaney in- 
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' Hel:6.4 flit puniſhments on them. O Ephraim, how ſhall 7 give thee up, O 


Ephraim. Yea farther. 


1,63. 9,15, , 6- That during their ſufferances God did bear compaſſion toward 
Hoſ. 11. 8. them, who underwent it. Zu bowels, as we are told, ſounded and were 
--5, "apo troubled ; his heart was turned within him ; his repentings were kindled 
2.21. Together; inal their afflitions himſelf was affliFed ; he remember'd, aud 
Bs 103 14+ confider'd they were but duſt ; that they were but fleſh ( that they were 
737%  butofa weak, and frail temper ; that they were naturally prone to cor- 


ruption, and evil) and did theretore pity their infirmity, and their 
nuſery. . 


7. That 
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7. That God in his wrath remembred mercy ( as the Prophet Habacuc tab. 2. 
ſpeaks) mixing gratious intentions of future refreſhment and reparation | 
with the preſent executions of juſtice. 7 &xow (faith He in the Prophet gen. 6. 4. 
Feremy) the thoughts that I think toward you ; thonghts of peace and not *:2% _ 
of evil, to give you an expetted end. Behold I will bring health and cure, 2 gen 
T will care them, and will reveal unto them abundance of peace and truth. 

And, For a ſmall moment ( faith he again in Eſay) have 7 forſaken thee, If. 54. 9. 
but with great mercies will 1 gather thee. And, Te ſhall be comforted 
concerning the evil, that I have brought upon Jeruſalem. —and ye ſhall gzek.rg, 21; 
know, that I have not done without tauſe all that I have done in it ; faith 

the Lord ( he faith fo in Ezetze!) without cauſe, that is without a bene- 

ficial deſign toward them. | | 

8. Laſtly, That he always ſignified a readineſs to turn from his anger 
and to forgive them; and upon very equal and eaſie terms to be fully 
reconciled to them ; according to that in the Pſalm : He doth not always Pal. 104; 9: 
chide, neither will he keep his anger for ever ; but upon any reaſonable 
- overtures of humiliation, confeſſion and converſion to him was ready to 
abate, yea to remove the effes of his diſpleaſure : 7hou waſt a God that Pl. g9. 8; 
forgaveſt them, though thou tookeſt vengeance of their inventions. 

Theſe particulars, if we attentively ſurvey thoſe dreadfull examples . 
of divine ſeverity forementioned (the greateſt which hiſtory acquaints 
us with, or which have been ſhewed on this theatre of humane affairs) 
we may obſerve, moſt of them in all, all of them in ſome either plainly 
expreſſed, or ſufficiently infinuated by the circumſtances obſervable in 
the hiſtorical narrations concerning them ; fo that even the harſheſt in- 
ſtances of God's wrathfull dealing with ſome men, may well ſerve to 
_ the illuſtration of his mercy and goodneſs toward all men ; may evince 
it true, what our Lord affirms, that God is ypnovs &H ayae ics, x, m0 Luke 6. 35 
wees, kind and beneficent even to the moſt ingratefull, and unworthy per- 
ſons. To make which obſervation good, and conſequently to aſſert the 

verity of our Text ( That God i good unto af, and merciful over all his 
works) againſt the moſt plauſible exceptions; I ſhall examine the parti- 
culars in the following Diſcourſe. 
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The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all 
"ha 
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'Shall now more particularly conſider the ſeveral:Inftances before: 


- mention'd. To, 


: + : 4 b : 


$.and ſh 


clear, that God did in his proceedings occaſioned there- 
kably to evidence his grievous reſentment and indi 


ience ; yet in the management thereot we 


* 


vocation (in its ſelf ſo high, - ia. 
theds bi vCers- 


þ \ God did ex- +0 # 
2d upon the conſcience of 
y the vehemency'of the reproof 


"of the Goodneſs, I of God. En "Vol oo 


Gen. 4 21» 


Gen. 6. IT, 


| very day bf 97 "God reprieved him, and allowed him a a _ lite, al 
gs of 2 thouſand ps, x OR | 


4 


rents, the next paſkige we meet with is, that unto fam an his wife 
did the Lord God makecoats and«cloathed them. 

4- Although indeed man was by his fault a great loſer, and became 
deprived of high advantages; yet the mercy of God did leave him in-no 
very deplorable eſtate, timply conſidered, as to his life here ; the re- 
liques of his firſt eſtate, and; ge: þenetits-continued to him being very 
conſiderable ; fo that we the inheritours of that great diſaſter do com- 
monly find the enjoyment of life, with the conventences Wrengung it, 
to be deg and deſireable. DF: "w 

&t while Godyn appearance ſo ſever 

his fnynd reſervethoughts of-hyghe ay 
a. ih .n6t orfely. to reſtore _us'to'& 
degiee, but to raiſe us to a capacity of obtaining @ far more with pitch 
of happineſs. While he excluded us from a terreſtrial paradiſe here, he 
provided a far better celeſtial one, intowhich, it weypleaſe, by obedience 
to his holy laws we may certainly enter. So that in thisof all moſt heavy 
inſtance of vengeance God's exceeding goodneſs and clemency do, upon 
ſeveral conſiderations moſt olearly ſhine. / © + 


Il. The calamity, which by the general 29, did MY 4 the 
World ; was not (we may conlider ) brought upon men but.in x 
to the moſt enormous otiences long continued in, and” aftef #tieric 
was become deſperate. Not till after much forbearance, and ll men 
were grown to a ſuperlative pitch of wickedneſs by no fit means (þy 
no friendly warning, no ſharp reprehenſion, no moderartchaſtiſeme 
corrigible. Not untill the carth was become (tſpecia y toy peri 
any innocence or integrity) no tolerable habitat It 2. 
menitable. tragedies, -a ſeat of. hortid inquiry, Þ ſink of loathſome:i 
rity. - So thatiin reaſon it was. to be eltecmed rather a favour to i 
kind *to reſcue: it. from ſo unhappy a ſlate," than to ſuffer it tb perſiſt 
therein. To-ſnatch men away'out of fo uncomfortable 2 place, from 
wretched a condition was a mercy ; it had been a Juc le! ent. to have 
left them annoying, riting and harraſing 3 biting, tearing/and.d& 
ring; yea defiling'\and debauching each other ; and'ſo:hi pi miupo! 
themſelves loads 4 guilt, and deeper obligations. to vengeance: 7 
earth ( faith the Text) was corrupt before God ; and-the' earth was 
with violence, 1.'God Jooked upon the earth, (aud behold; "wh 
all fieſh hatl Crt had zts way up cs ak 
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Nemo irepente fuit piſs, ye 


was not at firſt' peremptory and/irreve 


fignal (not by 


) could pr evail nc tr 1 


x Pet. 3. 2C; 
2 Pet. 2. 5 


| teaſe God, as that in confiders- y 
tion thereof God is ſaid to have repented'thas-he madeomuan on the earth; Gen. 6. 6. : 
and to have been thereby grieved at the hearr ; Yet did:he fo temper: his i 
anger as not utterly to deſtroy mankind, but provided again{Fits total 


ruine by preſerving one Family. as a Seminary thereof ;/ preſerving the 4 
father thereof: (queſtionleſs by a ſpecial grace) from the. ſpreading con- I 


whichby him he deſigned to communicate unto the World; the repara- q 
tion-thereof, and reſtoring the generations of men. So thatalſo through 2 


this paſſage of providence, how diſmal and dreadful ſoever at firſt ſight, 
much goodneſs will be tranſparent to him, that looks upon it attens 
tively; | | Pp ET 


IL In the next place, as to that extirmination and-exrifion of the 
Canaanites, which carries ſo-horrible an appearance of feverity, we may : 
find it qualifiable;, if we confider, that for the nature'ot the treſpaſles, 
which procured it, they were..inſufferably heinous and abominable : Levic. 18; 
Moſt ſottiſh, barbarous, and baſe ſuperſtitions (cruelty. and impurity 
being eſſential ingredients into their performances of religion, and it be« 
wg piety with them to be exceedingly wicked) and'in their other prac- 
tice molt beaftly afciviouſneſſes, moſt bloudy violences, oppreflions and 
rapines generally abounding. So that for thoſe men themſelves, who 
were by turns, as .it happen'd, rhe authours and the objeCts of theſe dea- 
liogs, it could. not be defireable to continue in a ſtate of living fo 
wretched 'and uncomfortable. Impunity had. been no mercy to ſuch 
people, but rather a cruelty ; cutting them off muſt.needs be the grea- 
eeſt favour __ were capable of ; it being onely removing them from a 

; preventing their deſerving many worſe helks thereafter. 


emſelves it was a favour, anda.greater one to their poſterity, 
 y might have brougſft forth to-ſucceed into.their courſes, and 
zquences of them ; whom they would have engaged into 


anificantl 
"gy 


fot: yer full (tha TiVed. AtCN | perate Oh 
nacy and incortigibility) While there was the leaſt glimpſe of hope;-the 
jſt reliques, of any. reaſon, any regret, aay ſhame in them, the leaſt 
poſſibility of:tecovery, God ftopped his avenging hand ; but when all 
. eronad. of | hope: was removed ; the whole-ſtock of natural light and 
firength-was unbezill'd ;: all fear, all remorſe, all modeſty were. quite 
banithed away ;/ all means of cure had proved incffeftual ; the gangrene . 
of:vice' had nary pots iniquity was grown mature and mel- - 
lowig then was the ſtroak of juſtice indeed not more ſeafonable than ne- 
celfary-;» ther was the fatal ſword the onely proper remedy, then fo 
with one ſtroak to cut off them, and their ſins, and their miſchiefs, and 
 their-,miſeries. together , 'was an argument no leſs, ſtrong and clear of 
God's-mercifulligoodnefs, : than of his juſt anger toward them. 


IV.: The like accompt we may render of God's judgments upon the 
people of /ſrae.: If we conſult the Prophets, who declare. the ſtate of 
things, the fa&ts, the diſpoſitions, theguilts, that brought them down 
from:Heaven,.we ſhall fee, that they came upon accompt of an Uni- | 

Hof. 9. 9 Verſal-Apoſtaſie from both the faith and practice of true religion ; a deep 
corruption ( like that in the days of Gibeah, as the Prophet Foſeah ſpea- 
keth) in mind and manners ; anutter perverting of all truth and right ; 
an obſtinate compliance with , or emulation of the moſt abominable 
practices of the heathen Nations about them ;| an Univerſal Apoſlaſie, 
I fay,  from:God and all goodneſs ; a thorough prevalence of all iniquity. 

Jer. 5. 11 Hear the Prophets expreliing it, and deſcribing them. Feremy : Run ye 
to and fro through the ſtreets of Hieruſalem ; ſee now, and know, and ſeck 
in the broad places thereef ; if ye can Jind a man ; if there be any, that 

E(.24-5- I- 4. EXECUFEth judgment, that ſecketh the truth, and 1 will pardon it. Eſay: 
The earth is defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; becauſe they have tranſ- 
greſſed the laws, changed the ordinances, broken the everlaſting covenant - 

/ Ab. finfull nation, a people laden with iniquities, a ſeed of evil doers, chil- 
dren that are: corrupters ; they have forſaken the Lord, they have pro- 
voked the holy one of Iſrael unto anger ; they are gone away backward, &c. 
Thus do theſe and other Prophets in a like ſtrain deſcribe in the groſs 
'Ezek, 22. the ſtate of things preceding thoſe judgments. And in Ezekze/ (in di- 
vers places, particularly in the 87h, but eſpecially in the 224 Chapter ) 
we have their offences 1n retail, and by parts (their groſs unpieties; their 
grievous cruelties, extortions and oppreflions) ſet out-copiouſly, and in 
moſt lively colours. And as'the quality of their provocations was ſo 
bad, and the extenſion of them 10 large? ſo was their condition deſpe- 
rate ; there were no means of remedy left, no hopes of amendment ; 
ſo was their forehead covered with impudence, their heart hardned with 
[ obſtinacy, their minds deeply: tinctured with habitual pravity and per- 
1 ſer. 13. 23. Verſeneſs : Can the Ethioptan change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpots, 
3 then may ye alſo doe good, that are accuſtomed to doe evil, faith Jeremy can- 
cerning them. All methods of reclaiming them had proved fruitleſs ; 
no favourable dealings, no gentle admonition, or kind inſtruCtion would 
I. 26.10, avail any thing ; for 'tis of them the Prophet E/ay ſaith : Let fawour be 
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ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteouſneſs. No advices, no 
reproofs ( how trequent, how vehement, how urgent ſoever) had any 
efteft upon them. Almighty God declares often that he had ſpoken unto 
them riſing up early, but they would not hear, nor regard his ſpeech ; 
did not onely-negle&, and refuſe, but deſpiſe, loath, mock, and reproach fer. 25. 4: 
it' (turning their back upon him, pulling away their ſhoulder, ſtiffning their | 2 
weck, and Japping their ears, that they ſhould not hear) that he had'ſpread Net. g. 5, 
out his hands all the day long to a rebelliow, and gainſaying people; to a3 | 
people that (with extreme inſolence and immodelty ) Tome him to, Chroi. 36: 
anger continually to his face. Nor cquld any tenders of mercy allure or 16. 
move them : 7 ſaid ( God faid it in Feremy) after all theſe things, turn Jer.3- 7. 7-3: 
unto me, but ſhe returned not. Amend your ways, and your doings, and *;' is WY 
obey the woice of the Lord your God, and the Lord will repent him 7 the 
evil, that he hath pronounced againſt you. Repent, and turn your ſetves 
from all your tranſgreſſions, ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruine ; and innume« 
rable the like overtures we have of grace, and mercy to them; altwhich 
they proudly, and perverſely rejected, perfiſting in their wicked courles : 
they even repelled and ſilenced, they rudely treated and perſecuted the Jer. r1. 21. 
Prophets ſent unto them with meſſages of kind warning, and overtures j7- 37 | 
of grace ; ſo obſtrufting all acceſs of mercy to themſelves : 7hey ſay to marr. 23. 37; 
the Seer ſee not, and to the Prophets prophe/ie not unto us right things 5 S0 2g 2 
Eſay reports their proceeding ; which of the Prophets did not your fathers agg, ;r. 
perſecare > fo St. Stephen expoſtulates with them. Neither were gentler 
chaſtiſements deſigned for their correfion and cure any-wiſe available ; 
they made no impreſſion on them, they produced no change in them : 
1a vain (faith God) 7 have ſmitten your children, they have recefved 17-16, 17, 


no correttion. And, Thou haſt ſmitten them, but they have mt grieved; (N EY 


thoa haſt conſumed them, bat they have refuſed.to receive correttion; they Jer-2-30-5-3- 
have made their faces harder than a rock, they have refuſed to return ; 

and, The people turneth not to him that ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek 1. g. 13. 
the Lord of hoſts. Unto'this Ka Tremouds 645 aTWAGRY, this perfect fitneſs Rom, g. 22 
(as S. Paul ſpeaketh) this maturity of deſperate, and irrecoverable impiety 

had that people grown; not at once, and on a ſudden, but by continual 

ſtepsof provocation, through a long courſe of time, during that divine pai 

rience ſparing them, and by various expedients ſtriving to recover them. 

This conſideration is frequently inſiſted upon, eſpecially in the Prophet 

Feremy :, The children of Iſrael, and the children of Judah have onely done ſer. 32. 30; 
evil rp I their youth ; fince the day that your fathers came forth 7:25: 16-12: 
out of the land of Egypt unto this day, 1 have even ſent unto you all my ſer- Te #; ”; 
wants the Prophets, daily rifing up early, and ſending them ; Tet they 
hearkned not unto me, &c. Well then, after ſo many hundred years of 

abuſed patience,/and unſucceſsful labour to reclaim them, it-was.need- 


full that juſtice ſhould have her courſe upon them : Yet how then did 
God infli&-it,\ with what mildneſs and moderation, with what pity and 


relenting? Nevertheleſs (ſay they in Nehemiah) for thy great metrties Neb. 9. 31. 
fake thou did(t not utterly conſume them, nor forſake them, for thou art a 
gratious, and mercifull God. And, Thou haſt puniſhed us leſs than our ini- 
quities deſerve, doth Ezra contels. 7 will not execute the fierceneſs of Exr. g. 13. 
my anger ;'doth God himſelf reſolve and declare in Hoſea. So mild he nor rx. 15; 
was as to the meaſure of his puniſhing ; and what compaſſion accom- 
panied it, thoſe pathetical expreſſions declare : My heart u turned within 
| me, 
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ſer. 31-20. me, my'repentings are kindled together. Is Ephraim my dear fon, is be a 
pleaſant child ? +. fence I ſpake again him, 1 do earneſtly remember hins 
I. 63. 9 ſtill, therefore my bowels are troubled for him. In all their affittzons he 
_ was afflifted, 8&c. We may add, that notwithſtanding all theſe provo- 
cations of his wrath, and abufſings of his patience, which thus neceſfita- 
red God to execute his vengeance, yet even during the execution there= 
of, and while his hand was fo tiretched forth againſt them, he did-re= | 

_ rain thoughts of favour and intentions of doing good even toward this 

fo ingratefull, ſo inſenſible, fo incorrigible a people : For a ſmaZ/ moment 
(faith God) have 7 forſaken thee, hut with great mercies will I gather 

thee': I know the thoughts, that I think toward you, ſaith the Lord, thoughts 

of peace and not of evil, to give you an expetted end. Now thele things 

being ſeriouſly laid together, have we not occaſion and ground ſufficient 

even in this inſtance no leſs to admire and adore the wonderfull benig= 

_ mercy, and patience of God, than to dread and tremble at his 

juſtice? 


V. As for the laſt ſo calamitous and pitious deſtruction of Hieraſas 

_tem with the grievous conſequences thereof, as we might apply thereto 

the former conſiderations, ſo we ſhall onely obſerve what was peculiar 

in that caſe; that God diſpenſed ſuch means to prevent it ; (to remove 

the meritorious cauſes thereof, obſtinate impenitency and incredulity ; 

reſiſting the truth by him ſent from Heaven with ſo clear a revelation 

and powerfull confirmation ; deſpiting the Spirit of God, and the dic- 

tates of their own conſcience ; baſely miſuſing divers ways, and at laſt 

cruelly murthering the Son of God ) ſuch means, I fay, God did em- 

| ploy for the removing thoſe provocatives of vengeance, which ( as our 
Mart. tr. 21 Lord himſelf faith) were ſufficient to have converted 7yre and Side ; 
yea to have preſerved Sodom it felt; ſo that our Saviour could with a 
compaſſionate grief deplore the unſucceſsfulneſs of his tender affection, 

Matt. 23-37. 2nd ſolicitous care for their welfare, in theſe paſſionate terms : ZZow 
often wauld 1 have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens un- 

Matt. 3-10. der her wing, but ye would not > That St. John the Bapriſt his ſharp re- 
proofs, his powertull exhortations, his downright and clear forewarnings 

of what would follow. ( Ever now, ſaid he, the axe is laid to the root of 

the tree ) attended with ſo remarkable circumſtances of his perfon, and 

his carriage ( which induced all the World about him to regard him as 

no ordinary man, but a ſpecial inſtrument of God, and meſtenper from 

Luke 5. 30- Heaven) did yet find no effect conſiderable ; the Phariſees and Lawyers, 
Matt, 11. 18. thoſe corrupt guides, whoſe authority managed the blind multitude, de- 
feating the counſel of God toward themſelves, as St. Luke ſpeaketh; (that 

is, deteating his gratious purpoſe of rechiming them from diſobedience: 

and conſequently of withholding the judgments imminent) they reviled 

the perſon of that venerable Prophet, He hath a devil, faid they ; they 

Gighted his premonitiofis, and rejetted his advices, by obſerving which 

thoſe dreadfull miſchiefs, which fell upon their rebellious heads, might 

have been averted. We may add, that even thoſe fearfull judgments 

were tempered with mixtures of favourable deſign, not onely to the 
cammunity of mankind (which by ſo remarkable a vengeance upon the 
perſecutours of our Lord and the ſcorners of his dorine was converted 

unto, or.coatirmed in the Chriſtian Faith) but even toward that people, 

whom 


Sr. KXXVII. -Of. the Gaodneſs of God. 
whom. it ſerved ta convince of their.errous and crimes ; to induce them 
'-ta repentance, to provoke them unto the acknowledgment and embra- 
g of. God's truth, ſo palpably. vindicated by hum. So that T might 
here apply that. paſſage of St. Pau! ( if not direftly and adequately ac- 
cording to his ſenſe, yet with.no incongruous alluſion at leaſt ) Zave Rom. 11.17. 
they. ſtumbled, that they ſhould fall ( or, was there rio other deſign of 
God's judgments upon them, but'their utter _ruine ? ) pi aa * No 
. ſuch matter ;' but through their fall ſalvation came to the Gentiles, for to 
provoke them to jealouje (or emulation.) And, in efie&t, as our Lord 
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i tbe. midſt of his ſufferings did affe&tonately pray for God's mercy 

upon them, as.the 4poſles did offer reconciliation unto them all indit- 
ferently,. who would repent, and were willing to embrace it ; fo were 

ſuch of them as were diſpoſed to comply with thoſe invitations, received 

to grace, how "deeply ſoever involved in the continued guilt of thoſe 
enormous perſecutions, injuries and blaſphemies ; as particularly Saint 

Paul, that illuſtrious example of God's patience, and mercy in this cafe. : Tim. r. t6. 
So that neither by this inſtance is any attribute of God more ſignalized, 

than bis tranſcendent goodneſs, in like manner as by the former in- 

ſtances, and in analogy to them by all others, that may be aſſigned. 

By all of them'it will appegr, that God is primarily and of himſelt dif 

poſed to doe all fitting and poſſible good td men, not to intuct evil more. 

than is fit and neceſſary ; that God is indeed Optimus ex nature proprie- De refurr. 
tate ( moſt godd according to property of nature) although Juſtus ex cauſe £m. 14: 
neceſſitate ( ſevere from the neceſſity of the caſe ) as Tertullian ſpeaketh. 

To afflit men (either ſome. men fingly, or whole ſocieties. of men) 

may be ſometimes expedient upon ſeveral accompts ; -for vindicating the 
elteem, and ſupporting the. intereſt of goodneſs, which may by impu- 

nity be diſgraced, endamaged, endangered ; for the diſcrimination of 

good and evil men, in an; obſervable"manner ; for the encouragement 

and comfort of the good ; the reduction and amendment of the bad ; for 
preventing the contagion, and ſtopping the progreſs of iniquity, where- 
upon greater guilts, ahd-worſe mifchiefs would enſue ; It may be as ne- Baſil. 0rar. 
celfary as ſharp Phyſick to cure publick or private diſtempers ; 'as an Nd Deus 


inſtrament of rowſing us out of our ſinfull Tethargies ; a3that which may __ _ 

cauſe us better to underſtand our ſelves, and more to remember God ; *# & pulchrd 

as a ground of fearing God, and an inducement to believe his provi- © **'* 
dence. For thoſe and many ſuch purpoſes to bring upon men things 

liſtaſtfull to ſenſe, may be very requiſite; nor doth the doing it any- 

wiſe prejudice the truth of divine goodneſs, -but rather confirms it, com- 

mends it, and advances its juſt eſteem. It would be a fond indulgence, 

not a wiſe kindneſs; a cruel rather than a loving pity. to deal otherwiſe. 


are abvagerz There, afeited or ſelf-cheſen miſchiefs; they are ugug 5" Ir. 
Braghmare me gaigiorwes, bad ſprouts of our free choice (as a Father calls Hi Dana. 
them ) they are'( as another Father ſaith ) ewnar == i 

xarxav axgoia irywa ( the unwilling off-ſprivgs of wit- a es ei oy yg EY Sno, 
ful evils) they are the certain reſults of our own pro roi mn py og ia 


will, or the natural truits of our ations; ations, .-. 


which (however God deſite, adviſe, command ; x 
Excite ) we do. will, we are refolved to perform. 


3 -ptrſuade, entreat, 
Wein a mannet (as 
Salvian 
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tie ain Dis ns Sts Salvian faith) do force God to doe whatever he doeth 
0s nor wales aha ac Deus In this kind ; violently plucking down VENgeance On- . 
enim pius Gy miſericors eſt, Gy qui nemi- pur own heads ; compelling the kind and merciful 
_ nts, - againſt his nature and will, to affiidt us ; not 
aides ch as giving him 1 £ us, God vehe- 
; fo much as giving him leave to ſpare us. vehe- 

mently diſclaims himſelf to be the original cauſe ; to deſign (according 

to abſolute or primary intention) to defire, to delight in dur grief, or our 

Miſeres ms ſi ruine. As T live, ſaith the Lord, (and ſurely when God twears, we 
nec jargon! . may believe that he is very ſerious) 7 have no pleaſure in the death of 
Hier. the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. TI call heaven 
Ezck.18. 30. 79 record this day againſt you, that I have ſet life and death before' you ; 
Ts. 96; 19. therefore chuſe life. He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children 
Lam. 3- 32+ of men. He would have all men to be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. Fe would not have any periſh, but that all ſhould come to re- 
Wild. 1.13. pentance, He made not death, nor hath he pleaſure in the deſtruttion of 
the living. - God then, if we may believe him, is nox the firſt authour 

Hoſ. 13. 9. Of our calamities : who then? He tells us himſelf : O 1ſrael, thou haſt 
14-1. deſtroyed thy ſelf : thou haſt fallen by thy own iniquity. Tour fins have with» 
IK -4 5. holden good things from you. Our iniquities like the wind have taken us 
Matt. 23-37- away. 4Jow often-would 7 have gathered you,. bat ye would not > The de- 
ſigns, and the endeavours of God do tend to our welfare and falvation ; 

Sap. 1:12 *tis our Will and our actions which onely procure our ruine : *7is we, 
MT Al od that ( as'the te = faith ) ſeek death in the er-> 

t. Chryſofrome un davers places doth in- ,.gyy of our life ; and pull upon our own ſelves deſtruce 
—_ eur. aqnongs rn ” Ag tion. So that, to conclude this part of our diſcourſe, 


Ti Bana tx trevor, 5 7 ytir- Even thoſe paſlages of providence, which at firſt 


vis e764) dtixyvay aurs Thu da wm 


06 Aid glimpſe aþpear moſt oppoſite, or diſadvantageous 
” = to the goodneſs of God ( or to our opinion and be- 
lief concerning it ) do, being well ſifted, no-wiſe prejudice it, but ra- 

ther ſerve to corroborate and magnify it. 


I thall onely farther briefly touch ( of rather 'but mention) the uſes 
and effets, to the producing which, the conſideration of God's good- 
neſs, in ſo manifold ways declared, ſhould be applied. 

I. It ſhould beget in us hearty love and reverence toward God, in 
regard to this attribute ſo excellent and amiable in it ſelf, ſo beneficial 
and advantageous to us. What can we eſteem, what can we love, if 6 
admirable goodneſs doth not'affe& us 2 how prodigiouſly cold and hard 
is that heart, which cannot be warmd and foftned into affeftion by fo 
melting a conſideration ? 

2. It ſhould produce as gratefull ſenſe in our hearts, ſo real endea- 

Col. 1. 20. Vours of thankfull obedience in our lives. It ſhould make us walk wor- 
| thy of God to all well-pleaſing, bringing forth fruit in every good work ; ta- 

2 Chron. 32. king heed of doing, as did Hezetiah, of whom it 1s faid ; that he rex- 
35: dred nit according to the benefit done unto him, for his heart was lifted ap ; 
. therefore was wrath upon him; that we may not have that expoſtulation 

Deut. 2 3 juſtly applied unto us : Do ye thus requite the Lord; O fooliſh people, 
and unwiſe * _ | WT 

3. It ſhould engage us the: more to fear God ; co þlying with the 

Hoſ. 3. 5- Prophets admoriition : Fear the Lord and hu goodneſs. nſidering that 
Pla. 130.4 intumation of the P/almiſt : There is forgiveneſs with thee, that thog 


mayſt 


% 
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mayſt be feared ; obſerving that advice of Samue/ : Onely fear the Lord, i San.12.24. 
and ſerve him, for conſider what great things he hath done for you. For 
that indeed nothing is more terrible, than goodneſs flighted , and pa+ 
tience abufed. þ | TO 
4- It ſhould humble, aſhame and grieve us, for having croſſed and 
offended ſuch exceeding goodneſs and mercy. It ſhould cauſe us greatly 
to deteſt our Es which lie under ſo heinous an aggravation, to be 
deeply diſpleaſed with our ſelves, who have fo unworthily committed 
them. Br. 1» ET EA ® 
5. It ſhould therefore render us wary and vigilant againſt the com- 
miſſion of any fin ; that is of incurring the guilt of ſo enormous ingra- 
titude and baſeneſs ; making us- cautious of doing like. rhoſe, of whom 
tis confeſſed in Nehemiah : They did eat, and were filled; and delighted Neh. g. 25, 
themſelves in thy great goodneſs; nevertheleſs they were diſobedient, and 25: 
rebelled againſt thee, and caſt thy laws behind their back. | | 
6. It ſhould alſo breed and nouriſh in us faith, and hope in God.” For 
what reaſon can we have to diſtruſt of ſo great goodneſs ; that he will 
refuſe to help us in our need; that he will fail in accompliſhment of his 
promiſes ; that he will withhold what is convenient for us? It ſhould ya. chryc. 
preferve us from deſpair. What temptation can we have to deſpair of 27 Theod: 2. 
mercy, if we heartily repent of our miſdoings, and ſincerely endeavour primbs ful 
to pleaſe him ? 
7. It ſhould upon the ſame accompt excite us to a free and conſtant 
exerciſe of all devotions. For why ſhould we be ſhy or fearfull of entring Mar. 9. 14; 
into ſo friendly and favourable a preſence ; .why ſhould we be backward 
trom having (upon any occaſion or need ) a recourſe to him, who is 
ſo willing, 1o deſirous, ſo ready to doe us good ? what ſhould hinder us 
from delighting in oblations of bleſſing, and praiſe unto him ? 
8. It ought to render us ſubmiſſive, patient and contented under 
God's hand, of correion, or trial : as knowing;-that it cannot be 
- wighout very juſt cauſe, that ſuch goodneſs ſeemeth diſpleaſed with us ; 
_ that we are the chief cauſes of our ſuffering, or our want ; ſo that we 
can have no good cauſe to repine, or complain : for, Wherefore doth the Lam. z. 39,8, 
living man complain 2 fince, a man (ſuffers) for the puniſhment of his 
fins ; ſince it is our fins, that withhold good things from us. Since allo, Jer. 5. 25; 
we conſidering this attribute may be aſſured, that all God's diſpenſations 
do aim, and tend to. our good. | 
9. It ſhould alſo in gratitude toward God, and imitation of him en- 
g2pe us to be good ; kind and bountitull, placable, and apt to forgive ; 
meek and pentle, pitifull and affectionate toward our brethren. 7o be ;yve 5 1s: 
good and merciful, as our heavenly Father i mercifull and benign even to- 36. : 
ward the wicked and ungratefull ; to be kind unto one another, full of 20m Trgh 
bowels, forgiving one another, as God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us. ph. Rs 
10. Laſtly, We ought to have an eſpecial care of perverting this ex- 
cellent truth by miſtakes and vain preſumptions ; that we do nor turn the jug. ,, 
grace of God into wantonneſs, or occaſion of licentious pra&tice. Becauſe 
God is very good, and merciful, we muſt not conceive him to be fond, 
or ſlack, or careleſs ; that he 1s apt to indulge us in fin, or to connive 
at our preſumptuous tranſgreſſion of his laws. No ; tmzzz Tf 232.55, 
1 43aNv, h puorome ie (the hatred of wickedneſs is conſequent upon good- 
neſs even as ſuch, as Clemens Alex. ſaith) God even as he is good, cannot 
Hhh but 
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Plal. 11. 5+ 
Hab. 1. 13- 


Pſal. g. 4- 


but deteſt that which is oppoſite and prejudicial to goodneſs ; he can- 
not but maintain the honour and intereſt thereof ; he cannot , he will 
not endure us to diſhonour him, to wrong our neighbour, to ſpoil our 
ſelves. As he is a ſure friend to us, as his creatures, ſo he is an umpla- 
cable enemy to us as impenitent rebels and apoſtates from our duty : 7he 
wicked, and him that loveth violence his ſoul hateth. As he is infinitely 
benign, ſo he is alſo perfe&ly holy, and of purer eyes thin to behold inz- 
quity. He is not a God that hath pleaſure in wickedyeſs, neither ſhall evil 


Plal, 34- 16. gdlwel with him. The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in his ſight, he hateth all wor- 


kers of iniquity. His face is againſt them that doe evil. Finally, as 
God is gratious to all ſuch as are capable of his love, and qualified for 
his mercy ; fo he is an impartial and upright judge, who will deal with 
men according to their deſerts, according to the tenour of his laws and 
ordinances ; according to his immutable decree and word ; fo that as we 
have great reaſon to truſt, and hope in him, ſo we have no true ground 
to preſume upon him ; vainly to trifle, or infolently to dally with him. 
But I leave this point to be farther improved by your meditations. 


Grant we beſeech thee, Almighty God, that the words which we have heard 
this day with our outward ears, may through thy grace be ſo grafted in- 
wardly in our hearts, that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good 

= , to the honour and praiſe of thy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
rd. Amen. h 


* 
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ROM. I. 11. 
For, There is no reſpe of perſons with God. 


- that Almighty God diſpenſeth his gifts with great inequality, and 
» dealeth very partially with men ; being laviſh in his bounty to 
ſome, but ſparing therein to others ; ſlack and indulgent in calling ſome 
to accompt, but rigorous and ſevere in judgment toward others. 
Which imagination often hath influence upon the affeQtions and the 
ations of men ; fo that hence ſome men do highly preſume, others are el. ,,. . 
much diſcouraged ; ſome are apt to boaſt themſelves ſpecial darlings and 
favourites of heaven ; others are tempted to complain of their being 
ite deſerted, or negle&ted thereby. | 
But whoever more carefully will obſerve things, and weigh them 
with good conſideration, ſhall find this to be a great miſtake ; and that 
in truth God difſtributerh his favours with very equal meaſures, he poi- 
ſeth the ſcales of juſtice with a moſt ork hand ; fo thas reaſonably no 
; H 2 man 


| is an ordinary conceit, grounded on a ſuperficial view of things, 


/ 
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420 No reſpef of Perſons with God. Vol. III. 
Job 31,6, man ſhould be exalted, no man thould be dejected in mind, upon ac- 
compt of any conſiderable difference in God's regard towards him, and 
other perſons; the which is clearly diſcovered by God, or merely de- 
pendeth on his will and providence. © | 
[The advantages, which atie-man hath above another, being eſtima- 
ted morally, in reference to ſolid felicity and content, are indeed none; 
or are not abſolutely made by God, but framed /by men unto them- 
ſelves. For | 
God is indifferently aftefted toward perſons as ſuch nakedly and pri- 
vately conſidered ; or as deveſted of moral conditions, qualifications 
and a&tions ; He in his dealing, whether as benefaCtour or judge, purely 
conſidereth the reaſon and exigency of things, the intrinfick worth of 
perſons, the real merits of each cauſe ; He maketh no arbitrary or 
groundleſs diſcriminations ; he neither lgveth and favoureth ,.-nor 
loatheth and diſcountenanceth any perſon'unaccomptably : He doth 
utterly diſclaim partiality, or reſpeCQ of perſons, as a calumnious aſper- 
ſion on him, and a ſcandal to his providence. 
Such in holy Scriptures he repreſenteth himſelf, upon various occa- 
ſions ; declaring his perfe& impartiality, and that nothing beſide the 
right and reaſon of caſes doth tway with him ; all other conſiderations 
being impertinent and inſignificant to him. For inſtance, 
(Rom.10.12: Tt 1s declared, that he hath no partial reſpect to nations ; for the piety 
3-29) of Job an Edomite, of Melchiſedeck a Canaanite, of Fethro a Madianite 
were very pleaſing to him ; he favourably, did hear the prayers, and ac- 
cept the alms of Cornelius a Roman Souldiex ; whereupon St. Peter made 
A8s 10-31- this general reflexion, Of a truth 7 percezve, that God is no reſpefter of 
perſons ; "But in Every nation he that feafeth him, and worketh righteouſ- 
neſs, is accepted with him. 
(Gal.5.6. He is declared not to regard the external profeſſion of true Religion, 
Les my but real practice, according to it; He rendreth (faith St. Paul) to every 
Rom. 2. 6,--- au according t0 his deeds — tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of 
Pol man that. doeth evil, of the Few firſt, and alſo of the Gentile ; but glory, 
5.29.) honour, and peace to every man that worketh good, to the Few firſt, and 
alſo to the Gentile ; for ( addeth the Apoſtle, aſſigning the reaſon of this 
proceeding) there u no reſpect of perſons with God. 
He is ſaid not 70 reſpect faces, or any exteriour appearances, however 
ſpecious in the eye of the world; according to that ſaying of God to 
1 Sam. 16. 7. Samuel, at the choice of David before his brethren ; Look not on his 
countenance, or on the height of his ſtature, becauſe I have refuſed him ; 
for the Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth ; for man looketh on the outward aps 
pearance ; but the Lord looketh on the heart. | 
It is expreſſed, that he hath no reſpe&t to the outward eſtate, or 
worldly rank and dignity of men ; but that Princes and Paiſants, . Ma- 
ſters and Servants, the honourable or wealthy, and the mean or poor 
Job 34: 19. are of equal conſideration with him ; Ze { faith Fob) accepteth not the 
ap. 6-7 perſons of Princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor ; for they are 
all the work of his hands; and St. Pau biddeth Maſters to deal tairly 
Eph. 6.9. With their Servants, kowing ( faith he) that your Maſter is alſo in 
_ 325 heaven ; neither is there reſpett of perſons with him.  _ | 
__ We are taught, that He doth not regard even the moſt facred offices, 
or more worthy accompliſhments of men, in prejudice to the ret of 
| things, 
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things, or equity-of the caſe ; for hence St. Fau/ maintaineth his reſolute 
behaviour toward thoſe great pillars of Religion, St. Peter and St. James; 
Of theſe who ſeemed to be ſomewhat, whatſoever they were, it maketh no Gal. 2.6. 
matter to me, God atcepteth no man's perſon” ' 65 p 

Iris frequently inculcated, that he hath\no conſideration of any gifts, 
of facrifices, of ſervices preſented to him'with ſiniſter intent, to com- 
-pound for fin, . or excuſe from duty , to; pervert juſtice, or palliate 
wrong ; according to that [ declaration of Moſes, The Lord your God js Deut. to. 15. 
God of Gods, and Lord of Lords, a great God, a mighty and, a terrible, A 
which regardeth not perſons, nor taketh reward ; and tliat ] charge of 
King Jehoſhaphat to his Judges, Let the fear of the Lord be upon you; 2Cti. 19. 7. 
take heed, and doe it ; for there is no iniquity with the Lord oar God, nor 
reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts. And, Do not think ( faith the 
Hebrew Wiſe-man) to corrupt ( him) with gifts ; 
for ſuch he will not receive ; and truſt not to un- $5 12% 67 Ard 4 
righteous ſacrifices ; for the Lord is Judge, and with © Yet. CES MEE 5; es 5) 
him is no reſpett of perſons. CT | 

In fine, it is often generally declared, that God impartially diſpen- 
ſeth recompences, in juſt proportion, according to the deeds of men : 
He ( faith St. Paul ) that doeth wrong, . (hall receive for the wrong which Rom. 2. t1. 
he hath done, and there is no reſped of perſons ; And if ( faith St. Peter) m_ 3 2H 
ye call upon the Father, who without reſpect of perſons judgeth according to nk 
every man's work, paſs the time of your ſojourning here in fear. | 

_ There is nothing more frequently aſſerted, or more ſeriouſly urged 

in holy Scripture, than this point, that God will judge, and deal with 
men, not according to his abſolute, antecedent affetions, but according 
to their own works, or the tenour of their practice, duly fcann'd and eſti- 
mated by the rules of juſtice ; ſo that the really better man will cer- 
tainly prove the happier, and the worſe man ſhall be the more wretched : 
He will reward every man ( faith our Lord) «gm Thu retfiv awry, ac- Matt. 16. 29. 
cording to his praffice ; Every one (faith St. Paul) ſhall receive the *9* ge 
things done in his body, megs 72 tea, ſutably (in juſt proportion) 7o his 3 
works ; and Each man ſhall receive iSov pucdiv, his own*wages according "rg 5+ IO. 
to his own labour ; and then praiſe (or a due taxation) ſhall be to every ( jer. 2; ” 
man from God : Behold (faith He in the Revelation) 7 come quickly, nd 
and my reward is with me, to recompence each man, ws T0 toyoy aur tray, > I 
& his work ſhall be. ;  Ap0C.23-13- 

Wherefore by facred teſtimonies it is abundantly manifeſt, that im- '«« <a 
partiality is a divine attribute, and perfe&ion of God; the which (for ©" 
our greater fatisfaction, and farther illuſtration of the point) may be 
alſo evinced by divers arguments, ſome proving that it muſt be ſo, o- 
thers ſhewing that it is ſo ; ſome inferring it a prior#, from the prime * 
moſt avowed attributes of God's nature ; and from his relations to men ; 
others arguing it a poſteriori, from principal inſtances of God's procee- 
dings and providential diſpenfations toward men. 

Of the firſt ſort are theſe. 


x. God is impartial, becauſe he 1s perfeftly wiſe, and thence doth 

truly eſtimate perſons and things. : 
Wiſedom doth look evenly, with a free and pure (an indifferent and 
uncorrupt) eye upon all things ; apprehending and eſteeming each as it 
IS 1 
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is 1n it ſelf; making no diſtin&tion where it findeth none; not preter- 

ring ohe thing before another without ground of difſerence-in them, It 

doth not fix a. valuation on its objets, but acknowledgeth it, and ta- 

keth it for ſuch as it is in theraſelves. . _ "a 

Wherefore God-cannot have any blind affeftion, or fondneſs toward 

any perſon, grounded on na. reaſon, or upon any unaccomptable preju- 

dice, No perſon; can ſeem amiable, or odious to him, who is not;n 

himſelf truly ſuch. To Jo-r Os 7 els bY þ 

\This argumeat. is. often uſed..in, Scripture ; and to allure us of this 
truth.1t'is thers frequently affirmed, that God doth ſearch the hearts, 

. %ofh try. the ſpirits, doth weigh the actions of men : 7he Lord ( ſaid 
Hannah). is a God of knowledge, and by him aftions are weighed : All the 

; Sam. 2- 3+ ways of man' (faith Solomon) are clean in his own eyes, but the Lord 
oe wergheth the ſpirits : His eyes (faith the Pſalmift) behold, his eyelids 
Jer. 11-20: Fry the..children-:of men : and, O Lord of Hoſts ( faith Jeremy ) that 
20.122 Judgeſt righteoufly, that trieſt the reins and the heart— Thine eyes arc 
are open upon all the ways of the ſons of men, to give every one according to his 
Jer. 17. 10, Ways, and according to the fruit of his doings : [ I the Lord ſearch the 
hearh, 4 try the reins, to give (every man according to his ways, and ac- 

cording to the fruit of. his doings.] 


/ 2. God cannot be partial, becauſe he is perfectly righteous, juſt and 
holy. This reaſon adjoined to the former doth make up a complete de- 
monſtration : for partiality doth proceed either from blindneſs of mind, 
or from perverſeneſs of will ; He therefore, who hath both an exact 
knowledge of things, and a perfect reQitude of will, can no-wiſe be par- 
tial ; the one enabling him to judge, the other diſpoſing him to atfe& 
things as they are and deſerve ; to eſteem and love that which is indeed 
worthy and lovely ; to deſpiſe and diſlike that which is deſpicable and 
odious ; to have no opinion, or afe&ion toward a perſon, abſtraQted 
from all qualifications ; ſuch an one being no ſpecial object of a wiſe and 
juſt either eſteem or contempt, love or hatred. ._ - 

As theſe caules are always inſeparably connedted (for what 1s juſineſs, 
but a diſpoſition of will, to follow, without deflexion, the didtates of 
wiſedom2) ſo the effe& muſt neceſlarily follow ; according to number. 

Pal. 11. 7. - leſs teſtimonies in Scripture importing, that The righteous Lord loveth 
(7-11-33-5: righteouſneſs ; but the wicked, and him that loveth violence, his ſoul ha- 
Ports s. 6 feth:s The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous — but the face of the 
Pf. 34-1516: Dord 7s againſt them that doe evil. 


3- God is impartial, becauſe he is infinitely great and potent ; whence 
all creatures are in the ſame degree inferiour, at the ſame diſtance re- 
mote from him ; all are equally at his diſcretion and diſpoſal ; he hath 
no need of any ; what theretore ſhould incline him to regard one before 
another, excepting onely goodneſs, wherein he delighteth 2 So the 

Sap. 6. 7. Wiſe-man diſcourſeth, He that # Lord of all, ſhall fear no man's perſon, 
neither ſhall he ſtand in awe of any may's greatneſs, for he hath made the 

Deut. 10. 17. ſmall and great, and careth for all alike. So Moſes did imply, The Lord 
your God is God of Gods, and Lord of Lords, a great God, a mighty, and 
a terrible, which regardeth not perſons. 
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4. God 


Serm.XXXVIILL No reſpefl of Perſons with God. : 423 


4. God is impartial, becauſe he is immenſely good and benign ; both pxoa. 24. 6, $ 
intenſively in the degree, and extenſively as to the objects of his good- 7: _ 1 
neſs ; ſo that he favoureth all equally, becauſe all thoroughly, ſo tar as PAL86 5g 4 
may well be according to their condition and capacity ; whence if there 193-8145.8. F 
be any difference or defe, the ground thereof is not in his nature or 
will, but in the different qualifications of creatures. 

There is a double goodneſs or love of God; one abſolute; preceding 

all regard to perſonal qualities, or deeds;'the other conditionate, and 
conſequent on ſpecial regards; In both theſe God is impartial ; for the 
firſt is general and unconfined, according to that of the Pſalmiſt, The err45. g.16- 
Lord us good to all, and his mercies are over all his works ; and thoſe fay- 

ings in the Goſpel, He i kind unto the unthankfull, and to the evil ; He Luke 6. 35: 
maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil, and on the good ; and ſendeth rain on Ma 5 45: 
the juſt, and on the unjuſt ; The ſecond is grounded on ſpecial reaſons of 


the caſe, and adapted to the rules of juſtice, demanding ir; according 
whereto 7he Lord s rich ( in mercy) toward all that call upon him. He gon. 10.12. 
will fulfil the deſire of them that fear him, and preſerveth all them that o_ [45.18 
love him. | Plat. 44 - * 
In the firſt there is no difference ; in the ſecond the difference is made 20. 34- 9 
' by our ſelves; being founded in our voluntary demeanour. 3% 


5. God is impartial toward all perſons, becauſe he hath the ſame (na- 
tural and original ) relations toward all. ERR 


x. He is the maker and father of all; according to that of the Pro- 
phet, Have we not all one Father ? hath not one God created us ? and Mal. 2.10. 
that of the Apoſtle, There is One God and Father of all, who # above all, Eph. 4. 6. 
and through all, and in you al; He therefore hath the ſame parental - 
kindneſs toward all, the ſame tenderneſs for the good of each ; He is 
not capable of that imperfe&ion, which is obſervable in ſome parents, 
to-be fond and indulgent to ſome children above others; but in his af- 
feQtion The rich and poor ( as the Wiſe-man faith) do meet together, the prov, 22. 24 

Lord i the maker of them all. a | 

' Hence Fob did colle that God accepreth mot the perſons of Princes, Job 44. 39. 
nor regardeth the rich more than the poor ; for (faith he) they are al 
the work of hs hands. 


Hence the ſame holy Man did infer, that he was obliged to deal fairly job 31. r3, | 
with his own ſervants, for that God in: judgment would conſider their 1415: L 
caſe no leſs than his, upon this accompt, for Did not he that made me in Job 31. 15; 
the womb, make him ; and did not one faſhion us in the womb ? : 

Hence the Wiſe-man, who imitated Solomon, did argue an equality of 
gratious providence toward all, Ze hath made the ſmall and the great, Sap. 6. 5. 1 


and careth for aft alike. 


2. God is the common Lord of all; and therefore is concerned to b 
protect all with the like care, to govern all with the ſame equity. 
Hence St. Pau gathereth that God is indifferently willing to ſhew 
mercy, and diſpence bleſſings to all people ; to conter the means of fal- 
vation, and to accept pious endeavours, without diſtinftion of Few or 
Gentile ; 1s ( faith he) he the God of. the Fews onely? is he not alſo of Rom. 4. 25. 
the 


om = "Y cnn 
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Rom. 10. 12: the Gentiles ? and, There is therefore uo difference between the Few 
and the Greek ; for the ſame Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 


him. 


Hence the ſame Apoſtle doth urge Maſters to be juſt and kind to their 

- ſervants; for that God as the common Maſter hath an equal reſpe& to 

Eph. 6. 3 both'; knowing that your Maſter alſo is in heaven, and thert is no reſpedtt 
of perſons with him. | - | 


t Tim. 4-10 3, Godis the Sivjowr of all; deſiring and'deſigning that al men ſhould 


Te” 4. Ge ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth ; being willing that no 


2 Pet. 3.9, man (ould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance. 
Wherefore out of philanthropy and love to man- 


6 rn 4 44 - Kind he ſent his Son to be the Saviour of the world; 


Luke 9. 56. John 3. 17. 12. 47: ; | | 
. oy $19 Tan 6 6. © \ to give himſelf a ranſome for al/ men, to taſte death 
2 Oe for every man. | 


And what greater inſtance could there be of perfect impartality? 

So by reaſons from the principal attributes and relations of God his 
impartiality may be. deduced : The fame alſo may be declared from his 
proceedings and dealings with men. For | 


Clem. Ped.T. 1. God hath propoſed to all men, indifferently the ſame terms and 
4 conditions of obtaining his love and favour, of enjoying his bounty and 
mercy, of obtaining rewards and felicity from him. 
The fame laws and rules of life are preſcribed to all perſons, as men, 
and as Chriſtians. | 
The natural diQtates of reaſon, the precepts of holy Scripture, the 
great moral duties of Religion, by obſervance whereot God's favour is 
retained, and falvation aſſured, are of general concern and common ob- 
ligation to all without exception. | 
God hath not-framed one Law, or one Goſpel for Princes and great 
Men, another for Paiſants and mean Artiſans; He hath-not chalked out 
one way toward heaven for the rich, another for the poor”to walk in ; 
Plal. 45. 2» But ail high and low, rich and poor one with another, are tied to obſerve 
the precepts of piety, of charity , of juſtice, of temperance, ſobriety 
and chaſtity, of modeſty, humility and patience ; none. ( great or 
ſmall) can otherwiſe. than by proceeding jn the common road of: ver- 
Matt. 7. 21. tuous pradtice, arrive to happineſs. He that doeth the will of my Father 
that is in heaven, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven. Shes 
Matt. 19.179. 4f thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments : Enter mn through 
Mar 7 15: the flrait gate ; Bleſſed are they that doe his commandments, that they 
Pal, 34+ 12. may have right to the tree of life 5 To them, who by patient CON? INHance nt 
Apoce 22:14: well-doing ſeek glory and honour and immortality, eternal life will be con- 

"=" ferred; Theſe are the grand infallible maxims, the fixt irreverſible de- 
crees, cxprelting the general duty and doom of mankind, according.to 
the eternal reaſon of things, and the declared will of God Almighty, 
our Sovereign Governour and Judge. 

Whoever it is, that will/pleaſe God, that will have his love, that will 
be happy by his grace, muſt humbly ſubmit to God's will, muſt faith- 
fully obey God's laws, muſt carefully walk in God's way ; from this 
courſe there can be no exemption, no diſpenſation, no ſpecial privilege 
for any perſon whatever. 7 

As 


 Tohn15.14- 
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As all men naturally, by indiſſoluble bands of obligation, are the 
ſubjeRs and ſervants of God ; ſo God indiſpenſably and inexcuſably doth 
require the ſame loyalty and fidelity, the ſame diligence, the ſame reve+ 
rence from all. | 

Great men ſometimes may live, as if they conceited themfelves free 
from the obligations, which bind other men ; as it they had not ſouls 
( as we poor mortals have) to be ſaved, or were to be faved in ſome 
other way ; as if obedience to the divine laws doth not touch them, but 
onely doth belong to the commonalty ; as if they had ſpecial indulgence 
to live in pride, luxury'and ſloth, might warrantably practiſe injuſtice, 
oppreſſion, revenge; . might cum privilegzo be lewd and laſcivious, with- 
hold their debts, take God's name in vain, negle& devotion and the ſer- 
vice of God ; But in thus doing they much abuſe themſelves ; for they 
no leſs than others are obnoxious toguilt, and to puniſhment for ſuch miſ+ 
demeanours againſt the divine laws. In truth, if there be any difle- 
rence in the caſe, it is onely this that they in all equity, ingenuity and 
gratitude are obliged to a more ſtrict, more faithfull, more diligent ob- 
fervance of God's laws ; they being more indebted to God for his ſpecial 
bounty to them ; they having larger talents and advantages committed 
to their truſt, their deportment being of higher conſequence, and moſt 
influential on the world, they being liable to render an accompt accor- ., 
ding to that juſt rule, 7/nto whom much is given, of him much ſhall be re- ye 14. 48. 
quired; whence their eminency of condition doth not excuſe them from 
common duties, but doth adyance their obligation, will aggravate their - 
negle, will enflame their reckoning, will plunge them deeper into 
wotull puniſhment ; according to that of the Wiſe-man ; 4 ſharp judg- Sap. 6. s, 6 
ment ſhall be to them that are in high places; for mercy will ſoon pardon the 
meaneſt, but mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented. 


2. All perſons have the ſame means, the ſame aids, the ſame ſup- 
ports afforded to them, for ability to perform their duty, and attain 
their happineſs. | - 
The word of God, as the light of heaven, doth indifferently ſhine to 
all men, for inſtrufting their minds, for direfting their prattice, for 
aiding their feet in the way of peace. 
The divine grace is ever at hand ready to aſſiſt all thoſe, who ſincerely 
and ſeriouſly do apply themſelves to ſerve God. 
. Seaſonable comforts are never wanting to ſupport thoſe who need 
them, and who in their diſtreſs ſeek them from God, who healeth the Pal. 147. 3: 
broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds ; ſo that when The poor man WED. 
crieth, the Lord heareth him, and ſaveth him out of his troubles. 
The univerſal good Spirit of God ( the fountain of light and wiſe- 
dom, of ſpiritual power and ſtrength, of conſolation and joy) is coms 1 Cor. 12: 7. 
municated according to the needs of men, and exigencies of occaſion ; 
preventing them by direQtion to the right way, by reclaiming them 
from ill courſes, by exciting in them good thoughts, and good defires ; 
quickning their good reſolutions, and aſſiſting in the purtuit of them ; 
enabling them to reſiſt temptations, and to combat with their ſpiritual —_ 
adverſaries; to ſuch beſt purpoſes the holy Spirit is given to all in Luke 11. 13. 
needfull ſeaſons and meaſures; eſpecially to thoſe, who do earneſtly ſeek 
it, do faithfully uſe it, do treat it well. 
| cond ak 3--God-- 
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3. God hath provided, and doth propoſe to all men the ſame encou- 
ragements for obedience, the ſame puniſhments for tranſgreſſion ; the 
which being the ſame in kind do onely differ in degree, proportionably 
to the good deeds, or bad demerits of perſons. 

God hath appointed one heaven for all pious and vertuous perſons; 

_ of what nation, of what rank, of what condition ſoever they are ; He 
Col. 3.11. hath prepared thoſe things, which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 
1 Gore 2:9* heart of man conceived for all that love him. For all that have fought the 
2 Tim. 4-7. good fight, and kept the faith, and love his appearance, the Lord, the 
righteous jadge, hath laid up a crown of righteouſneſs. | 

cy Immortality of life , an unfading crown of glory, a Kingdom 
Luke 22. 25. that cannot be ſhaken, unſpeakable joys, endleſs bliſs God hath cove- 
nanted, and promiſed to all his faithfull ſervants ; to all who in his way 
Apoc. 22.17. pleaſe to accept and embrace them, 5 StAwv, He that willeth, let him 
take of the water of life, freely ; And what greater rewards could there 
be afligned 2 what room is there for partiality, where all are capable of 
Matt. 8. 11. the fame equally great, becauſe in a manner immenſe felicity 2 Many 
Luke 13: 29: ( faith our Saviour ) ſhall come from the Eaſt and from the Weſt, and from 
the North, and from the South ; and ſhall ſit down with Abraham and with 

Iſaac and with Facob in the Kingdom of heaven. 

Lazarus the poor beggar, ſhall reſt with the illuſtrious Moſes, and 
the noble Daniel, with David, and/Hezekiah, and Foftah, and all pious 
Princes in the boſome of 4braham. The poor Fiſhermen, the paiatull 
Tentmakers, the forry Publicans ſhall reign together with Con/tantzxe, 
and Theodoſtus, and all thoſe good Princes, who have taithtully ſerved 
God, and promoted his glory. The rich, well uſing their wealth, may 

: Tim. 6. 19. Obtain that ſtate,, ?reaſuring up to themſelves a good foundation againſt the 
4 12+ 33* time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life ; The poor, conten- 
tedly bearing their condition, have a good title thereto, expreſſed in 
Luke 6. 20. thoſe words, Bleſſed be ye poor, for, yours is the Kingdom of God. 

On the other hand the ſame diſmal puniſhments are threatned to all 
preſumptuous, contumacious, and impenitent tranigreſiours of God's 
law, however dignified or diſtinguiſhed ; be they Princes, or Subje&s, 
noble or baſe, wealthy or indigent ; the ſame unquenchable fire, the 
ſame gnawing worm, the ſame weeping, and wailing, and goaſhing of 
teeth ; the ſame utter darkneſs ; the tame burning lake of brimſtone ; 

Mart. 7. 23- the ſame extreme diſconſolate anguith 1s reſerved tor them all : Depart 
94h from me, Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, will be the doom pronounced 
Rom. 7 5. On all the workers of iniquity ; Indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguiſh will be upon every ſoul that doeth evil. 

Luke 15.19, No regard will be had to the quality of men in this world ; for the 
23. rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared ſumptuouſly 
£11. every day, was not exculed from hell, and torment ; there is a Zophet or- 
If. 30. 33 dained of old, even for Kings ; mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented, 
Sap. 56: if they have mightily ſinned. 

Even preſent encouragements of vertue in this life, The joys and 
comforts of God's holy Spirit, the ſweet elapſes of ſpiritual conlolation 
in devotion, the peace of God, and delicious ſenſe of his love, the cheer- 
full ſatisfaction of a good conſcience, the joy in believing God's truth, 
and hoping tor accompliſhment of his pronules, the delight in obeying 

God's 
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Gods commandments, the bleſſing of God upon good undertakings and 

py ſucceſs therein, the co-operation of all things for good to them who 9.31. 5. 1.3. 
Zous-Ged,- the ſupply of all wants, and'fatisfaCtion of all defires, the ex- $278 28: 
perimental afſarance-of God's conſtant protefion and gratious provi- 9% Tim 
dence over thoſe who fear him, and ect in him, (according to num- 
berleſs declarations and promiſes in holy Scripture) are indifferently diſ- 
penſed-to all, who ſhall uſe the means to attain them, in way of conſcien- 
tious 'prattice. et 4 

As correſpondently the temporal diſcouragements from ſin ( croſles, 
difappointtnents, vexations, -miſeries) are without exception allotted to Pal. 11. 5. 
all rranſgreflours of God's law, according to many denunciations therein. + Bl 
| 57-20. 547» 


:..4- The impartiality of God doth appear from 
his univerſal providence y/ carefully watching over - Bon onnipotens it4 curat univerſes 


tanquam ſingulos, ita fingulos tanquam 


all and every perſon , diſpenſing good things tO jos, Aug. Conf 
each, according to his need, withour diſtin&tion. 
-. Is any man in extreme want, his liberal hand preſently doth reach 
forth a ſupply ; for Ze ſatisfieth the longing ſoul, and filleth the hungry Pl. 107. o. 
ſoul with goodneſs ; He openeth his hand, and ſatisfieth the defire of every 4: 145-16. 
living thing. : 
*..Is any man in diſtreſs? the Lord is ready to afford-relief ; according 
to'that repeated burthen of the 107th Plalm, 7hen they cry unto the Lord pal. 109. 6, 
in their trouble, and he ſaveth them out of their diſtreſſes ? 13, I9, 28. 
Is any man engaged in fin and guilt 2 He is patient and long-ſuffe- dh bt 
ring ; not powring torth his anger, not withholding his mercies ; letting 147: 5--- 
his-Sun ariſe, and his ſhoures deſcend upon the moſt unworthy and in- {193-8 
gratefull ; this-he doth ſo generally, that commonly by apparent events 78. ” a 
it 1s not-eaſily diſcernible, to whom God'beareth ſpecial favour; accor- 
ding to that obſervation of the Preacher, No man knoweth either love or Eccles.g.1,2. 
hatred by all that is before them ; all things coming alike to a). How 
then can any-man complain of partiality in him, who exerciſeth fo un- 
confined bounty, clemency and patience ? 
- If there be any-confiderable ditierence, it is onely this, that God hath Pc 145. 147. 
a peculiar care of the poor , "the afflicted, the oppreſied, the helpleſs '* +; Se 
and .diſconſolate,”*who do moſt need {and thence are moſt induced to ies = 
ſeek) his ſuccour and comfort ; being alſo commonly better qualified | 
to receive them ; as is frequently declared in-Scripture. : 
It is true, that God hath his particular friends, his favourites, his pri- 
vados, whom he doth ſpecially regard and countenance ; upon whom 
he conferreth extraordinary boons and graces; namely thoſe who do 
love, who do fear, who do truſt in, who do honour him, who | 
do obey -him ;* concerning whom it-is ſaid, We Know that all things Rom. 8. 28. 
work together for good to them that love God ; and The Lord preſerveth af th 7” 
thoſe-that lave' him 3" There is no want to them that fear him; He will ful- Pal. = 9. 
fillehe defire'ef them that fear him, he alſo-will hear their cry, and wil} "145-19: 
ſave them : The Lord redeemeth the ſoul of his ſervants, and Hone of them Pal. 34. 22. 
that truſt in him, ſhall. be deſolate : Them that honour me, I'wifl honour - 
The Lord loveth the righteous ; The eyes of the Lord-are upon the righ- 1 Sam. 2. 30. 
reous, and his ears are open unto their cry; Te are my friends, if ye doe Fa: 146-85 


. $ i . þ hs . . . ſal. »*» LF S® 
whatſoever 1 command you : But evidently there is no partiality in this ; Jown't;. F,. 


for he doth not favour them irreſpeCively as perſons, but as in juſtice ; how 
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ſpecially qualified for favour ; friendſhip, dutifulneſs, reverence toward 
him being the higheſt vertues, and arguing a mind endewed with difpo- 
ſitions (with equity, with ingenuity, with gratitude, with ſober wiſe- 
dom, with love of truth and goodneſs) which demand a correſpondence 
of love and reſpe&t from God himſelf. And as we do not hold a man 
partial, who beareth a ſpecial afteQion and regard to thoſe, who expre 
good-will, who deal kindly and fairly with them, who ſerve them faith 
tully, and pay them due reſpect ; ſo neither is God partial, if he doth 
ſpecially bleſs good men upon the like accompts. 
Eſpecially conſidering, that God doth not ſo fayour mere pretenders, 
who profeſs to love and honour him, but do not love true goodneſs; 
Matt. 5. 22 fond, ſuperſtitious, hypocritical people, who caf Lord, Lord, but prac- 
Luke 6: 4% tiſe iniquity ; who think to pleaſe him by affeRed ſervices; who court 
Marr. 15. 9. and flatter him with their lips ; who would bribe him with their gifts 
Cl. 2- 22. and facrifices. 
Ig. 8. 
5. All Chriſtians, without diſtinRion, have the ſame illuſtrious rela- 
tions, and honourable privileges, the moſt great and glorious that can 
be imagined. oY 
(Col. 3.11. Of what greater honour is a man capable, than to be adopted into the 
20% 12-13* bloud-royal of heaven, 70 be cated, to be the Sons of God ? Te are af 
Gal. 3, 26. he Sons of God by faith in Chrift Jeſus. God ſent forth his Son, born of 
Gal 4.S-, © woman, that he might redeem w— and that we might receive the adop- 
' * tion of Sons. . 
; John 2- I. 4b morenlw ananlw* Behold ( faith St. Fohn) what love the Fa- 
= 1.12" ther hath given us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God. This is a 
*# privilege, which God hath given, which Chrit hath purchaſed for us 
all. And whoſoever received him, he gave them ttgnav Taurhku , (this 
power, this privilege, this advantage ) that they ſhould become the Sous 
of God. 

To what higher dignity can any one pretend, than to be heir of a 
Kingdom ? by the molt infallible aſſurance that can be ; by covenant, 
by promiſe of God ; ſuch are all good Chriſtians, God's cluldren ; for 

Rom. 8.17. if ſons, then heirs ( ſaith the Apoſtle) heirs of God, coheirs with Chriſt - 
on 4-7- Heirs of God's Kingdom ; for Hearken (faith St. Fames) my beloved 
Heb. 1. 4 brethren, Math not God choſen the poor of thu world, rich in faith, and 
Jam. 2. 5 heirs of the Kingdom, which he hath promiſed to them that love him. 
Matt. 25-34 Jnherit the Kingdom prepared for you.” | | 
Luke 12. 32: Fear wot little flock, it is your Father's good pleaſure to giue you a 
Kingdom. 
Luke 22+ 29+ 7. appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Fatber hath appointed unto me. 
To what higher pitch can the molt ambitious foul aſpire, than to be 
a King ? 
Rer. 1.6. - Such St. Joh ſaith, that our Lord hath conſtituted every good Chri- 
ſtian ; partakers not of a carnal, an carthly, a temporal Kingdom 
which is unſtable, is ſubje& to various chances and crolies, cannot en- 
ing/©- Cure long, or laſt any conſiderable time ] but of a ſpiritual, a celeſtial, 
6G. 4n cternal Kingdom, which cannot be ſbaken ; which hath continual reſt, 
Heb. 12. 28. PEACE, JOY. 
ene We 4 See: called wnto his Kingdom and glory. 


og l - ' —nnntranſlated into the Kingdom of his own dear Son. 
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To be the brethren of Chrift; who is the Sovereign Lord of Glory, 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
Is it not a e honour to be the friends of our Lord ? fo is 
every poor ſoul, which hath the conſcience to ſerve him faithfully ; for 
Te are my friends, if ye doe whatſoever I command you Jolin is. 14; 
All are citizens, free denizens, of the hay Commonwealth ; 5 Phil. 3. 20. 
aug meAine, TH amor — =P I 


6. All men are liable to the ſame judgment, at the fame tribunal, + a 
before that one unpartial, inflexible Judge ; who cannot be corrupted Der. to. 5. 
with gifts, or dazled with ſhews, or moved by any ſiniſter regards. (Col. 3. 25) 

All perſons muſt ſtand before that Bar upon equal ; Without 
any advantage ; according to that repreſentation of St. John - '# ſaw the Apoc: 20.223 
dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God, and the books were opened— and 
the dead were judged out of thoſe things which were written in the books, 
according to their works. 


The greateſt Monarchs, the mightieſt Potentates, the moſt redoubta- 


_ ble Warriours, and ſucceſsfull Conguerours ( the mev, who made the 16 r4. 16,17. 


earth to tremble, that did ſhake Kingdoms ;) that made the world as a 
wilderneſs, and deftroyed the cities thereof ; who affected to aſtend into v. 13, 14. 
heaven, and to exalt his throne above the ſtars of God, to aſcend above the (vat.) 
heights of the clouds, and to be like the moſt high. 
There ſhall they ſtand bare and deveſted of all their mlley -* ; 
iy ſplendid pomp, their oumerous retinue, their HR their pa- 
1tES. 
No conſideration there will be had of their windy titles, of their 
gay attire, and glittering potnp. 
No reſpect will be had tq the dread- of their name, to the fame of 
their proweſs ; to that ſpurious glory,. for which they unſetled man- 
kind, and overturned Hp world ; their ations will be ſtriatly ſcann'd 
according to the rules of God's law ; and common equity. 
They will be put to anſwer for all the violences and outrages, for all 
the ſpoils, and rapincs, for all the bloud and flaughters, for all the 
ruines, devaſtations and geſolations their cruel ambition hath cauſed ; 
oy all the fins they have committed, and all the miſchiefs they have 
one. 
They who now have ſo many flatterers and adorers, will not Com 
find one advocate to plead for them. 
' Thus it may appear that God is unpartual. 
But there are Then obvious exceptions againſt this dodrine. As 


0hj. x. Is ix not apparent that the gifts of God are diſtributed with 


_ great inequality ? 


Doth nog one ſwim in wealth and | 


under the buzthen of aneretn wank penury ? 
Are nor ſome i= oi, while others crawl upon 
the ground, and grovel in feat 


Are not ſewe' cleathed with purple and fre linen, and fare deliciouſly Luke 16. 
every day ; while others ſcarce find rags to cover them, aad Be at ve 19, 20 
deor begging far relief x 


Do 
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Do not ora thrive and proſper in their cr affairs while others afe'diſ- 
appointed and croſſed in their undertakin Fi. 3,703, nts 20A yo nf 

Was it not-truly. obſerved of ſome per ds (and thoſe leaſt deſerving 

Pfal.r7.10--- good fortune): They are inclofed in their own fat— Ti heir- or Sand out 
7%7- with fatneſs, they have more'than heart coald wiſh _ . 

2. FT : And: whence(doth this:diflerence come, but from God S tad 4 FON 
Tere 12+ 1; (as the Apoſtle asketh) maketh thee to differ from another, but God, 
Hs a> the diſpoſer of all things ? hn 

Gor. 4-7 

;, Fo this exception I anſwer. 

. * E;, That temporal things are fo ieebnibly, char they Coireiiſe 
Rom. 8. 18. ſerve to. come-into:the balance; or to be computed ; for they have- but 
Neg the, ſame proportion to ſpiritual things, as time hath to ney 5 ; or a 

2 Cor:4:17- finite $0an infiliite ;. which.1s none at all. . - 
+ What partiality therefore-is there, if Godin mercy and patience: bes 
Luke 6. 24- ſtow ON bad menafarthing in the temporal-caxſolations of this 's lif (i the 
. univerſal Father give a ſmall porzzon in this _ e to untoward children) 

while he reſeryeth-infinite milfions for his obedient children ? 

2. The goods of: fortunecommonly are diſpenſed not by'a ſpecial hand 
of God, but acebrding to the-general courſe of providence: And what 
partmlity 1s he-guilty of, whip ſcatterech. money' into a crowd. of | 
people ; although in ſcrabmling ſome get more than-other ; and often 
the worſt (being moſt bold andhfierce) doiget moſt? 

3-:Indeed bn receiving thoſe-gifts, is no-fign of God $ ſpecial regard ; 

Feel. 9. 1, 2+ 48 the Preacher well obſerved;; No man knoweth either live or hatred by 
all that is before them; All things come alike to all, Frere 15 one event to 
the righteous and.to. the wicked. * 

4- God (as St. Auſtin faith ) curpafely« Joth ſpatingly deal theſe 
hin to. good men, and freely. beſtoweth- them on bad men to ſhew 
how little we ought to value them ; how' much inferiour they are to 
ſpiritual goods. For ſurely. he would od the Ne things to lis 
Iriends, and the: worſt to hipenemies. 

5. \Even temporal gifts are diſpenſed with a very even-hand ; for, if 
barring injudicious fancy and vulgar opinion, we rightly prize things, 
we compare the conveniences and inconveniences of __ "Hate, 1 
be hard to judge, which hath the advantage. ** + | ih 

Wealth hath more advantages for pleaſure ; but it hath alſo. ob 
cares,” more fears, more crofles, more dangeis, more- troubles, More 
temptations. 2 nag 

It hath more plenty, but wirhall it. hath le fafety, lk caſe kk It- 
berty, leſs quiet, leſs real enjoyment. VS a on 

Set the diſtra&tion of the rich man's mind eh the rol of hs poo- 
reſt man's body ; the nauſeous-ſurfeits of one againſt the! gfipinghinger 
of the other. 

That which really..doth conſtitute a ſtate happy, content, may be 
common to both, or wanting to either, asthe perſon is diſpoſed. 

6. ; The goods of fortune are not purely gifts,” but talents'depoſite&-in 
truſt for God's ſervice, for*Whichia proportionable-return-is expeded ; 
{0that he that hath.lefs of them hath a les. burthen to bear and an ta- 

26h : (er; agComptito render. V. Wd ni wet Os 

7. Many gifts are not dif penſed with perſonal regard, Þbbfor oublich® 
good ; and therefore all have an intereſt in them. 


T7 9: 
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The wealth, the power, the reputation, the proſperity of a Prince, 
of a Noblemai), of a Gentleman are not his, but his neighbours ; tor 
governing, for protefing, for encouraging, for aſſiſting whom they 
are conferred ; the world not being able to fubſiſt in order and peace 
ines ge ſubordinate ranks, and without anſwerable means to maintain 
tnem. 


04z. 2. It is apparent, that God diſpenſeth his grace, the light of 
knowledge, and means of falvatian very unequally ; ſome Nations li- 
ving 1n the clear ſunſhine of the Goſpel, while others /it in darkneſs and Luke 1. 59. 
the ſhadow of death ; whole - Nations being detained in barbarous and Jr + 15: 
brutiſh ignorance. Ui 

To anſwer this exception fully, would require much diſcourſe ; it = S 4. 
being a dark and difficult point ; but briefly we may fay. CORY 

1. That God diſpenſeth meaſures of grace, according to a juſt, yet 
inſcrutable wifedom, kndwing what uſe will be made thereof, agd what 
Fruit men will Zear : It may therefore be a favour not to diſpenſe light 
to them, who are not prepared to embrace and improve it well. 

2. No man can tell what God doeth in preparation, and what obſtruc- 
tions are made by men to his grace. 

3- As lower means of grace'are conferred, fo proportionably leſs re- 
turns are expected. 

4- How hard ſoever it may be to deſcry the reaſon of God's procee- 
dings in this caſe, yet aſſuredly it is juſt, and our ignorance of it, ſhould 
not prejudice the belief of thoſe general truths, which are fo plainly 
wen ps concerning the univerſal benignity, and impartial equity of 

od. | 


04. 3. Is it not in holy Scripture ſometimes aſſerted, that God doth 
act arbitrariouſly, and abſolutely ; diſpenſing his bounty and mercy, 
without regard to any quality in men, or deed committed by them, ei- 
ther in whole, or in proportion. — God faith, 7 wif have mercy on Rom. 9. 15. 
whons I will have mercy— and Ts it not lawfull for me to doe what { will Mar. 20.15, 
with mine own ? 
Is not a plain inſtance of this dealing alledged by St. Paul, concer- rom, g. 14 

ning Facob and Eſau, that before the children were born, or had done ej- 

ther good or evil, God ſaid, the elder ſhall ſerve the younger ; and in re- 

gard thereto (in the Prophet ) Facob have IT loved, but Eſau have I 

hated. 

We anſwer briefly, that | 

_ Such expreſſions do import, not that God aCteth abſolutely in the 

thing it ſelf, but quoad vos ; not that he aRteth without reaſon, but up- 

on reaſons ( tranſcending our capacity, or our means to know it ) in- Roni, 11. 35: 
comprehenſible or undiſcernible to us ; not that he can give no accompt, 

bur is not obliged to render any to us : that the methods of his provi- 

dence commonly are inſcrutable ; that his proceedings are not ſubject 
to our examination and cenſure ; that his aQting doth ſufficiently atitho- kom. g. 20: 
rize and juſtify it ſelf ; that is _ preſumption and arrogance for us to 

ſcan, ſift, or conteſt, or cayil at the equity, or wiſedom of God's 

acting, 
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That God doth not a& according to neceſſity, but 1s free in diſpen- 
ſing his mercy, and applying it to any- perſon, fo that*they have no- 
thing to challenge: upon accompt of their own deſerts or works ; but 
muſt refer all to his mere bounty. , 

However there can be nothing in theſe myſteries of predeſtination 
and providence, which really doth ſubvert an aſſertion ſo often clearly 
expreſſed, and ſo well grounded in reaſon, or the conſideration of God's 
nature, attributes, ordinary way of acting, &c. FE 

Whatever expreſſions are repugnant thereto in ſound, whatever in- 
ſtances (depending on occult cauſes) in appearance do croſs it; it yet 
muſt ſtand, that God is impartially mercifull, benign, juſt, &c. 


(16.49.13) Obj. 4. Had not Jeremy, St. John Baptiſt , St. Paul abſolute favours 
Jer. 1. 5- and graces conferred on them, who were ſanitified, and ſeparated from 


ru th Ss womb to be Prophets and Apoſtles ? 


Reſp. Theſe favours were in deſign not ſo much particular, and per- 

ſonal, as general and publick ; thoſe perſons being raiſed up by God up- 
ſer. 1. 19 on occaſions as needfull inſtruments (elett veſſel of his providence, to 
DA fn inſtruct men, and to reduce them to God ; ſo that God in raiſing up 
a hg __ extraordinary perſons, did expreſs his common goodneſs to man- 

ind. 
X59: x42 The like may be faid' of that ſpecial favour, which was vouchſafed 
p-qit -— the holy Virgin, who was z«yaecmwmn ; and bleſſed among women, 
-*** for the general good of mankind. | 

The conſideration of this Point is very uſefull, and may diſpoſe us to 
many ſorts of good practice. | 

1. No man ſhould preſume upon God's dealing with him more fa- 
vourably than with others; as if he were a darling, or favourite; that 
God will indulge him in the commiſſion of any thing prohibited, or in 
omillion of any duty. - 

No man ſhould indulge himſelf in any thing, upon a concett that God 
will indulge him; or overſee —and that in this ſenſe, Ze ſeeth not ini- 
quity in Facob. : 

2. No man ſhould be puffefl up with conceit, that God hath a ſin- 
gular regard to him. For all ſuch conceits are groundleſs and vain; in 
them men do miſerably delude themſelves. 

No man can otherwiſe found any aſſurance of God's ſpecial love to 
him, than upon a good conſcience ; teſtifying, that he doth fincerely 
love God, and endeavour faithfully to obey his commandments. 

3. No man ſhould deſpair of God's fayour ; ſeeing God hath no parti- 
cular averſation from any ; but every perſon hath the ſame grounds of 
hope. & | 

i we can buckle our hearts to obſerve our duty, we may be ſure to 
be accepted. 

Gen. 4. 9. If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted > 

4- No man ſhould be diſcouraged for his condition, or fortune. Since 
in allotting it to him God had no disfavour, nor did intend him ill. 

_ God hath no leſs regard to him, than to perfons of the moſt high, 
wealthy, proſperous ſtate. | 
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5. No man ſhould repine, murmur, or complain of God's dealing, as +» 
if he were unkindly uſed 5 more than others. For there is no ſuch thing. , 
God dealeth alike kindly with all. ff 

6. No man, upon accompt of his rank, wealth, or worldly advad- 
_ than his-meaneſt, and pooreſt neighbour, of' the principal advantage, . 

God's favour. = ; ap; : + pe. a br e-3þ= "7, 7 Il 

7. No man upon ſuch accompts ſhould deſpiſe his neighbour, zhe jani. r. 5: 
brother of low degree : fof upon eſe —_— a | that the G Tavares. 
Wiſe-man faith truly, that Ze i void of wiſedow, who deſpiſeth his geigh- Prov. u1. 12: 
bour ; ſeeing, 'no man can be deſpicable, whom God regardeth ; ſeeing 24 21: 
God (as Elihu \aith) w mighty, and deſpiſeth not any ; ſeeing the meaneſt Ak 36. 5. 
perſon ſtandeth on equal terms with the greateſt in the eye of God, (3am-2-6.) 

8. Great men ſhould not take themſelves for another ſort of creatures, Qurm fatis 
or another race of men-than their poor neighbours ; that the world is 2m om 
theirs, and all things are for thegn ; that they may doe what they pleaſe; Bd. 9. ; 
that they are exempted from laws, which oblige others; for in moral 
and ſpiritual accompts they are upon a level with others. 

They are but fellow-ſubjes, agd fellow-ſervants with others ; all ac- 
comptable to the ſame Maſter. . ., ET | 

9. Superiours hence ſhould be moved to deal fairly , gently, and 
courteouſly with inferiours ; ſeeing theſe are:their fellow-ſervants ; e- 
qually conſiderable as themſelves with the great Maſter of the Fa- 

This is the uſe, to which St. Paul applieth the conſideration ; 

Maſters give unto your ſervants that which . juſt and equal, knowing Col. 4. r; 
that ye have a Maſter in heaven— Te Maſters doe the ſame things unto 3: 
them, (that is, be conſcientiouſly good to them, as they faithfull to you) 
forbearing threatning ; knowing that your' Maſter alſo u in heaven, neither Eph. 6. 5, 
# there reſpett of perſons with him. w : 

10. This conſideration ſhould preſerve us from ſuperſtition, or think- 
.1ng to pleaſe or ſatisfy God, win his favour, or appeaſe his diſpleaſure; 
by uncouth ways, which he hath not preſcribed to all men ; to corrupt 
him by our ſacrifices and oblations ; our flatteries, glozingg collogue- 
ings with him; ſo that he will indulge us in any bad thing, or excuſe 
us from our true duty, in regard to thoſe affected ſervices. ; 

We do herein but abuſe our ſelves; for he will\not approve or accept 
us upon any other accompt, than of diſcharging our duty, being truly Coleſi. 2---- 
righteous and good. —, Mic 67,8. 

It. It is matter of comfort and fatisfation to a man, who is conſcious 
of his ſincerity, that ( whatever his condition and circumſtances be ) 
that God will have a*fair regard thereto, and will not reje& him. 

It was ſo to Fob ; Doth not God fee my ways, and count all niy ſteps — Job 31.4---6, 
Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know my integrity.” 

12. The conſideration of this point ſhould keep us from partial re- jam. 2.1, 9: 
ſpects of men." , | Rn” 

' Not to admire the ſtate of great men, nor to yield them undue defe- 
rences ( in prejudice to meaner perſons, making greater difference than 


there is ground for ) ,not to flatter, or humour them inan ummoderate 
meaſure, or unbeſeemyng manner. 
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'Ov 8 » This 1s that, which St. James doth urge in his:2d.C hapter-; .AS a very 


& iJvic. unequal thing. 1. Rt fp NLP 
wit, We ſhould imitate God ; we ſhould conſider that our opinions and af- 


czar. feltions ſhould reſemble his. 


_ a4 As 1n exteriour j 4ctgIMEL no _reſpe&- is tobe had to the rich above 
Dent: 1, 17. the poor ; ſo- neither.in the interjour judgment or eſteem of our mind ; 


16.19 , to which St. Zames ſeemeth to ap Iy the law ; f ye have reſpedt to per- 

16.5 225, fons, ye commit fin, and are convinced of the "4 as tranſgreſſours. 

Jae 24" 3.43 1 SE ae | bots © Wit 

8 x3- This ſhould keep us from enyying at thoſe who have more world- 
ly K. 20600 Fe EIS, Poe | 


14. It ſhould keep us from being offended, or ſcandalized, or per- 
verted into falſe notionsof God, upon occaſion of any myſterious points, 
or hard expreſſions impotting abſolute and arbitrary proceedings of God, 
in predeſtination -or. providence. For however they are to be under- 
ſtood, they cannot derogate from the impartial goodneſs and juſtice of 
God. E] 1 

15. This conſideration ſhould engage us readily to pay due reſpect 
and reyerence to Prigces, to Magiſtrates, 'to all our ſuperiours. | 

For hence we ſee, that the reaton:why we are commanded to honour 
and fear. them , is not: their worldly grandeur -of wealth or power, 
( things of ſmall conſideration with-God ) but it ſtandeth on a more ſo- 
1id ground, their ſacred relations.to God, as: his repreſentatives and of- 
ficers;\ who in his name and behalf do adminiſter juſtice, and protect 
rg and innocence, encourage vertue, maintain order and peace in the 
world; TW -1 Pn | | 

Thotgh God doth not favour.their-perſons as rich and mighty ; yet 
| he regardeth his own charaCter imprinted on them, he regardeth his ho- 
nour and intereſt concerned in their reſpect, he regardeth the publick 
good of mankind, which they. are conſtituted to promote. He confi-. 
ders them -as the Miniſters of his Kingdom, and inſtruments of conveying 
: his benefitgto mankind. | | 


Whence he giveth ſalvation zo Kings, he by his law, and by his pro- 
vidence doth gard and ſecure them from violence, from contempt, from 
direſpect. : 

In honouring them, we honour the authority of God ; and the cha- 

'_ _  - rater of Divinity ſtamped on them ; we ſerve our ſelves, for whoſe 
Rom. 14-4+ fake they are conſtituted, for whoſe good they watch. 


«x 
- 


Ins jaw os may alſo engage us the more gladly and fully to yield them their due 
| reſpect, to conſider, that their condition is not invidious ; or their caſe 
better than other mens ; ſeeing they are accomptable to God for the ad- 
vantapes of it ; ſeeing that God hath no regard to them upon accompr of 
that greatneſs which dazleth our eyes : ſeeing that for all the burthens 
they ſuſtain, for all the cares they take, for all the pains they endure, for 
our good and publick ſervice, they can receive fo inconfiderable a re- 
compence from us. _ 

F inally, s 


It ſhould engage us to be very carefull of our ways, and diligent in 
our obedience ; ſeeing there is no other way poſſible of pleaſing God, 
| TL 
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, of appeaſing his diſpleaſure, of . 

ight, off well in hs Joon ; this is St. Pe- 

rence, with which I conclude. | 
ca on the Father , who without reſpett of perſons judgeth 1Per. 1.19. 

fo every man's work, paſs the time of your ſojourning here 
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emon XXXIN. 


THE 


DOCTRINE 


O F - 
Univerſal Redemption . 


ASSERTED and EXPLAIN'D. 


' 


1.1 EM. IV. 10. 


——The living God; who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially os $ =». 


of thoſe that believe. | bor Ba 
: | ” ' CeTw, «dy 


. | 5 TWS ws 70 
* *A HERE are two Points of Doctrine here plainly aſſerted by Saint ata Sw 
Paul, which I ſhall endeavour to explain, and to apply : Ore, or. 
that God is the Saviour of all men; axother, that he is peculiarly 974 26. 
the Saviour of the faithfull. For the jr/f, 
God in many reſpe&s may truly be conceived and called the Saviour 
_ of all men; for the word ſave doth in a large acception denote the con- 
terring any kind of good; as implying a removal of need, or indigence. 
Whence God i the Saviour of al mpn as the univerſal preſerver and up- Pl. 3s. 5. 
holder of all things in their being and natural ſtate, as it is in the Pſalm : 24 Tranh 


Thou Lord faveſt man and beaſt , or, as the general benefa&tour, who # Lxx. owns, 


good to all, and whoſe mercies are over all his works ; who maketh his Sun or auger 
Oe FR Plal. 145. 9. 
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Ma 6 46. to riſe upon the good and bad, rains upon the juſt and unjuſt , is kind and 


Luke 6. 35- benign even to the ingrateful/ and evil : or, as the common aſfliſtent, 
rotecour, and deliverer of all men who in need or diſtreſs haye re- 
courſe unto him for ſuccour and relief, according to what is faid in the 
Plal. 9.9. Pſalms: The Lord % a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of trou- 
os. wc. ble : The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him. They cried unto 
107.13, Gc. the Lord in their trouble, and he ſaved them out of their diftreſſes. 
P.68-19,29 Tn theſe kinds of ſenſes eſpecially reſpe&ing natural and temporal 
good, it is manifeſt that God zs the Saviour of all men. But that he is in 
this place termed ſuch'in a higher ſenſe, with regard to mercies and 
blefſings of a more excellent kind, and greater conſequence ( to mercies 
and bleſſings of a ſpiritual nature, and: relating to the eternal ſtate of 
men ) may trom ſeveral conſiderations appear. | 

r. For that according to Apoſtolical uſe the words Saviour, ſave, ſal- 
vation are wont to bear an Evangelical ſenſe, relating to the benefits by 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt procured, purchaſed, and diſpenſed, concerning 
the future ſtate of men. 

2. For that queſtionleſs St. Paul doth here intend God to be Saviour 
of the taithfull in this higher ſenſe, and conſequently he means him in 
the ſame ſenſe (although not in the ſame'degree and meaſure, or not 
altogether to the ſame effe&ts and purpoſes ) a Saviour of all men. 

3- Becauſe *tis plain that in other places of Scripture® like and parallel 
to thus, ſucha ſenſe is deſigned. As, where in this very Epiſtle, we are 

x Tim. 2. 4 Enjoined zo pray for all men, for this reaſon: For (faith St. Paul) thrs is 
good and acceptable before God our Saviour, who would have all men to, be 
ſaved, and to come to the knowledge ( or acknowledgment ) of the truth ; 
(where ow71p 1udv, the Saviour of ws, ſeems to denote the Saviour of ws 
as men (that interpretation beſt luting with the argumgat St. Paal uſeth) 
however it is expreſſed that God is, according to deſire or intention, the 
Saviour of all men, in reference to their ſpiritual and eternal advantage ; 
as Willing thaf all men ſhould embrace the Goſpel ; which is farther 
moſt evidently confirmed by the words immediately following : For 
there is one God, and one Mediatour between God and men, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus. . | 

4. Becauſe according to the tenour of Scripture, and the analogy of 

Chriſtian doqrine, St. Paul's aſſertion thus interpreted 1s true, as our 
ſubſequent diſcourſe may declare. 

5. I might add, that 7he [;ving God in our Text may very well be 

1 Tim. 1.1. underſtood and expounded ta be our Lord Jeſus himelf ; net onely as 
+. 1.c. partaking of the divine nature, but as exhibited in the Goſpel, the word 
Tit. 2.10,13- INCarnate, Who as ſuch may ſeem commonly by St. Pau! to be ſtyled 
3.4 1-3: , 00d our Saviour ; God manifeſted in the fleſh; God, that purchaſed the 
Ars 20.28. Church with his own bloud ; Chriſt, who is God over all, bleſſed for ever- 
Rom. 9-5- more. However it from the premiſles is ſufficiently apparent , that 
God's being the Saviour of all men doth relate unto our Saviour Feſus 

his undertakings and performances for the ſalvation of all men ; ſince 

God in a ſenſe Evangelical is no otherwiſe ſaid to fave, than in concur- 
rence with what Feſus did undertake and perform ; than as deſigning, 
ordering, accepting, proſecuting, - and accompliſhing our Lord's pertor- 
mances ; Jeſus being the conduit through which all Evangelical mercies 

and bleſſings are from God conveyed and diſpenſed to mankind. So _— 

| | G 
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God being the Saviour of mankind :is either dire&tly and immediately, 
or by equivalence and in conſequence the ſame with Jeſus being the $4- Eph. 1. 3. 6. 
v10ur of all men. CPs OE T6... WT Sno 

. That our Lord Jeſus is the Saviour of all men ;- or that the moſt ſignal 
of his ſaving performances do in their nature and their deſign reſpect all 
men, as meant for, as conduAng and tending to all metis falyation, yea 
and as in. their own nature (ſuppoſing mens due and-poſlible 'conchr- 
rence with them ) effeQtually produdtive of their falvation ; that I fay 
this ancient Catholick point of doQtrire (the which: we prof to be- 
lieve, when with the Church we fay in the Nzcene Creed — Who for us 
men, and for our ſalvation came down from heaven, \and the which patti- 
cularly our Church in its Catechiſm, in the miniſtration of Baptiſm; and 
in the communion doth moſt evidegtly and exprefly declare it ſelf to 
embrace) is very true, many, full and clear teſtimonies of Seripture do 
ſhew, many reaſons grounded on Scripture. do prove ;| the' which we 
ſhall firſt touch, and then farther both 1lluſtrate and enforce the truth 
by declaring upon what accompts, or in what refpe&s our Lord is the 
Saviour of all men, as alſo by an application to praQtice, declarative of 
= uſefulneſs and ſubſerviency to the purpoſes of piety. For immediate 
teſtimonies : - | | 


- 


I. Feſus is called the Saviour of the world ; who was ſent and came 
1nto the world to fave the world ; whoſe chief performances were de- 
ſigned.and direCted to the ſalvation of the world : We have beard and John 4. 42- 
known (ſaid the men of Samarzia ) that this is truly the Saviour of the 


world, the Chriſt. We have ſeen and teſtified (faith St. Fobn)) that the x John 4, 14; + 


Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the world ( that world, of which 
It is faid: He was in the world, and the-world»was made by him, and the John x. 16; 
world knew him not.) And; .God ſent his Sgn into the world, not to judge John z, 17. 
or not to condemn) the world, but that the world by him ſhould be ſaved ' nigh 
that wor/d, whereof a great part he in effe&t would both judge and Jia Hes 
condemn for unbelief and diſobedience; he did come primarily upon: in» 17: 31- 
tent to ſave.) And, The bread which 7 ſhall give, is ( faith he) my IRE = 
fleſh, which I will give for the life of the world : And, Behold ( ſaid the john 6. 52. 
Baptiſt) the Lamb of God, which taketh away the fins of the world. And, 19 1 25: 
God was in Chriſt recoggiling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their 2 Cor. 5. 19. 
offences ( faith St. Pau) to the world, which otherwiſe he expreſfſeth Coloſ. r. 20. 
by 7 Tvrz,. by him to reconcile, all things unto himſelf : ) And, Ze is 1 John 2. 2. 
a propitiation not onely for our fins, but for the fins of the whole world (the 
whole world, in contradiſtin&ion from a# Chriſtians, to: whom St. Joke 


1 Aketh in that place of tus Catholick Epiſtle 3 -that 23 uo. "AG, of x John 6.19, 


which he faith in that ſame Epr/tle, noou®. JAGL ev mf mames xetmrei, 
the whole world lieth in wickedneſs.) In all which places that the world 
according to its ordinary acception, and as every man would take it at 
firſt hearing) doth ſignify the whole community of mankind, compre- 
hending men of all ſorts and qualities, good and bad, believers and infi- 
dels (not in anew, unuſual ſenſe, any ſpecial, reſtrained world of ſome 
perſons particularly regarded, or qualified) will, $ ſuppoſe, eafily ap- 
pear to him, who ſhall without prejudice or partialiry attend to the 
common uſe thereof in Scripture, eſpecially in St. John who moſt fre- 
quently applieth it as to thus, ſo td other caſes, or matters. oY” 
2, 
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- 24 The obje&t of our Saviours-undertakings and intentions is deſcri- 
bed by qualities and circumſtances agrecing unto all men. All the Sons 
of Adam are by diſqbedience in a loſt condition (loſt in errour and ſin, 
Mart. 18. 11- Joſt in guilt and condemnation, loſt jn trouble and miſery) and,” 7he 
- Son of man (faith he himſelf) came zo ſaY, 70 2Aznd, that which was 
Rom. 3- 23- Joſt ( or whatever was loſt.) A/ men hive finned (faith St: Paul) and 


 f Tim-1.15. are fafles ſhort of the glory of God ; and, 'Tis 4 faithful ſaying (faith the ' | 


ſame Apoſtle ) and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came into 
Rom. 5.8. the world to ſave finners.. God commended his love to w, that we being 
Eph. 2.1,G4c yet finuers Chriſt died for us. All men naturally are weak, and wicked; 
Rom.g.6,ro. ACE in 2 Mate of alienation and enmity toward God ; And, Evert when 
we were without ſtrength, in due " Chriſt _—_ the ungodly : When 
i Per, 3. 18, we were enemies we were reconciled to God þy the death of his Son : Chriſt 
once ſuffered for fins, the righteous for the unrighteow. All men have 
Luke 9. 55. ſouls and lives expoſed to miſery. and ruine : And, The Son of man (fo he 
aſſures us) came not to deſtroy, but to ſave.the ſouls ( or lives ) of men. 
Thoſe propoſitions in form reſpeQing an indefinite object, are according 
to vulgar uſe equipollent to thoſe, wherein the object is exprefſed uni- 
verſally. However 16 | 


3-. They are interpreted by others, expreſſed in terms as general and 

; Tim. 4-10, COMprehenſive as can be; ſuch as theſe Texts contain : The living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially of the faithfull ( of all men uni- 

1 Tim.2. 4,5. Verfally, not onely of the faithfull, though chiefly of them.) God our 


. : © ys FD ; 
| Rom. 17. 32+ Saviour would have all men to be ſaved'; He is the mediatour of God and 


men, who gave himſelf a ranſome'foF all men ; God hath ſhut up all men un- 
2 Cor. 5. 15. der fin, that he might have mercy upon all. | The love of Chriſt conſtraineth 
us, judging this, that. if one died for all, then are all dead; and he died 
for all, that they who. live, may not live to themſelves, but to him that 
Tit. 2.11: ed for them, and roſe again. 'The ſaving grace of God hath appeared to 
all men (or the grace of God, which is ſaving to all men, hath appeared, 
Heb. 2. 9, 10» ETEP@m 1 agus Bf8 1 ores raw arvewno.) He taſted death te 
Tokn 1. 9. © 777%, for every man. He is the true light, that enlightneth every man 
coming ints the world. Which propoſitions do ſufficiently determine the 
extent of our Saviour's ſaving performances. & | , 


_ 4- Farther yet, to exclude any limitation or diminution of theſe 
ſo general terms ( at leaſt to exclude any limitation in regard to all the 
members of the viſible Church, which are or have been incorporated 

ye ills, qui thereinto ) it is expreſſed, that our Savzour.s undertakings did reſpe 
auorer: P'- eveft thoſe, who (by their own default) might loſe the benefit of them, 
Mn and whq in effect ſhould not be faved. For, of thoſe falſe teachers, 
Ambr. P.39- who introduced pernicious herefies, 'tis faid, that they denied the Lord, 
269" 3. 11. ho bought them. And, St: Paul implies, that by ſcandalous example 2 
weak brother, for whom Chriſt died, being induced to ſin might be de- 
ftroyed. And by thy. knowledge ſhall the weak brother periſh for whom 
Rom. 14-15- Chriſt died 2 And, Þa not ( faith he again) by thy, eating deſtroy him, 
Heb. 10. 29. for whom Chriſt died. | And, the Apoſtle to the "+ Sail fHgnifies concer- 
ning Apeſtates, that they do trample npon the Son of God, and pollute the 
bloud of Chriſt, by which they are ſauftifed. 
: 5. The 


Serm. XXXIX. © afferted and explain'd 


447. 


_ 


; 5 The ſuppoſition thereof is the ground of duty, and an aggravation 
of ſin. 

Thus doth the holy Scripture in terms very dire and expreſs declare 
this truth, indeed fo clearly and fully, that ſcarce any other point of 
Chriſtian doctrine can alledge more ample or plain teſtimony of Scrip- 
ture for it ;, whence it is wonderfull that any pretending reverence to 
Scripture ſhould dare ( upon conſequences of their own deviſing ) to 


queſtion it : and many reaſons confirming the ſame may be deduced 
thence. | | 


x. The impulſive cauſe, which moved God to —Greg. Naz. ſaith of Julian, 04 tn 
deſign the: ſending our Lord for to undertake what 9% X59, in d) aus oinogee A- 
he did, .is expreſſed to be philanthropy ; or love to - 
mankind ; But ( faith St. Paul) when the kindneſS Tit. 3.4 _ : 
and love of God our Savioug unto man appeared — Fong og Tu 0wTH&5s N(ucd'y Mus 
according to hu mercy he ſaved. So God loved the : ER | 
world, that he. gave his onely begotten Son. God hereby commends his Rom. s. 8. 
love unto us, that we as yet being ſinners, Chriſt died for us. It was not Eph. 2. 4: 
a particular fondneſs of-afletion (fuch whereof no particular ground 
can-be aſſigned or imagined ) but an univerſal ( infinitely rich and abun- 
dant) goodneſs, mercy and pity toward this eminent part of his crea- 
tion, ſunk into diſtreſs and lamentable wretchedneſs, which induced - 

God to ſend his Son for the redemption of mankind. 


2. God declares himſelf impartial (moſt particularly) in this caſe ; | 
that as all men in regard to him ſtand alike related, and are in the ſame 
condition, 10 he proceeds with indifferent affeQtion, and upon the fame 
terms with all. He is equally the Lord and Maker of all men; and all 
men are equally involved in guilt, and expoſed to ruine ; upon which 
grounds St. Paul inferreth, that as to God's regard of mans falvation 
there is no difference between Fews and Greeks ; and by parity of reaſon 
there can be none between any other ſorts of perſons, antecedently to 
God's merciful] intentions. There is (faith he) no reſpett of perſons with Rom. 2. 11, 
God ( as to preparing the capacities and means, to propounding the 
terms and conditions of ſalvation, for about theſe he diſcourſes ) for, 
1s he (faith the Apoſtle, aſſigning the reaſon of that aſſertion) the God Rom. 3. 25. 
of the Fews, onely, and not of the Gentiles * No : There is no difference Rom. 10. 12. 
faith he) of Jew and Greek, for there is the ſame Lord of all, being 
rich (rich in mercy and bounty) «nto al that cal upon him ; that is by 
conſequence ſimply unto all ; for St. Pau implies; that God therefore 
provided that all men ſhould have the means of calling upon him im- 
parted to them ; for that, how ſhould they call upon him without faith ; 
and how ſhould they believe without Preachers, and how ſhould there be 
Preachers, if they were not ſent > whence he infers (againſt rhe ſenſe of 
thoſe Fews, with whom he diſputes) that it was neceſlary that the 4- 
poſtles ſhould have a commiſſion to preach unto all. And, The righte- Rom. z. 22. 
ouſneſs of God by the faith of Chriſt is manifeſted unto all, and over all that 
believe, for there is no difference ; for all have finned, and come ſhort of 
the glory of God; The relation of God is the fame to all men; (he is zhe 
God'and Lord of all) the ſlate and need of all men are the ſame ; 


Ft there 
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there is therefore no difference, excepting that conſequent one, ' which 
"compliatice or nor-compliance with the conditions oftered unto all doth 
Sap. 6.5, induce. 'Tis true, in this reſpe&t, what the Wiſe-mar faith, 5 7vray 
FronTus , Goes me groi met Tara © He, that is Lord of all, careth 

(or provideth) for af alike; and what Clemens 

14m nirm ox 1a77u og vi 4t, Alexand. fays, as to this particulat, AD things lie 
; Bra 4% Ls Acxand. equally for all, from God; ſo that no tan 0an complain 

h of him; as partial to ſome, and deficient to others. 


3. We may obſerve, that the undertakings and performances of o+ 


| Rom. $-14- Lord are for nature and extent compared with thoſe of Adam, (who was 


11G T8 wirmorre, a type of him that was to come;) As Adam, being a 
repreſentative of mankind, did by his tranſgreſſion involve all-meir in 
guilt, and ſubje& them to condemnation ; provoked God's wrath; and 
drew the effets thereof upon us; brought all tnen undet the ſlavery of 
ſin, and neceſlity of death ; fo was our Lor@ the proxy of mankind, and 
by his performances in our behalf did undoe for our advantage, what 
the former did to our prejudice ; by his entire obedience expiating the 
comtnon guilt , ſuſpending the faral ſentence, pacifying God's wrath, 
reducing righteouſneſs, and reſtoring life to-all rhat would embrace 
Rom. 5.18. them; ſo doth St. Paul at large (in the 57h Chapter of his Epi/He tothe 
Romans ) propound and proſecute the compariſon ; cloſing his diſcourſe 
thus : therefore as by the offence of ove man upon all men to condemnation, 
ſo by the righteouſneſs of one upon all men to juſtification of life. As 
guilt, wrath and death forementioned were the fruits of what Adam did, 
falling upon all ; ſo pardon, grace and life were (in deſign) the effects 
of what our Saviour performed, relating unto all. Yea, The fame com- 
pariſon St. Paul ſeems to intimate in his 2d Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
where he faith, that if one died for all, then are all men dead ; that is, 
2Cor. 5. 15. Chriſt's dying for all men, implies all men in a ſtate of condemnation 
and ſubjettion to death ; and that inference ſuppoſes the performances 
of the fr/t and ſecond Adam to be in their nature and primary effeCts co. 
extended and commenſurate. The ſame. St. Paw ſeemeth in expreſs 
Rom. 3-23 terms to ſay, AY men have fined, and are fallen ſhort (or arg deſtitute) 
of the glory of God ; being juſtified freely by his grace ( or favour) by the 
redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. ( All menare juſtified, that is accor- 
ding to God's favourable intention and defign.) Yea, the very reaſon, 
why God permitted ſin and death to prevail fo univerſally, is intitnated 
to be his deſign of extending a capacity of righteouſneſs and life unto all; 
Rom. 11- 32- ſo St. Paul tells us : God hath ſhut up all men under fin, that he might 
have merey upon all. And particularly, that by virtue of Chri/f's per< 
formances death is aboliſhed, and ummortality is conferred upon all men, 
19-0-15-22: St. Paul molt expreſly teacheth us ; For ( faith he) as in Adam all die, 
RA © a fo in Chriſt ſhall all men be made alrve. 
BR EI WR rs I obſerve, that Proſper (an eager diſputant about 
pro totins mundi redemptione eraeifixus, POINtS Allied to this) ſeveral times confeſſeth that 


proprer veram nature humane fuſceptionem, C hrift may be moſt rightly affirmed to have been 
Cr propter communem im primo homine of 110: Ged for the redemption of the whole world, 
eſpecially upon two accompts, for his true ſyſcep- 
tion of humane nature, and for the common perdition of all men in the 
firſt man; we have touched the latter, let us add, that j 


nium perditionem, (Fc. Prof, ad Gall. c. 9. 


4. Our 


Serm. XXXIX. | | aferted and explain'd. 2443. 
; =. : In Y ; , — 

4. Our Saviour aſſuming our nature, and partaking of our fleſh ( Ze- Phil. 2. 9. 
ing made in the likeneſs of men, and found in faſhion as a man ; yea en- png ” 

ons and. infirmities of man's nature, expoed to the Gal. 4. 4. 


dewed with'the paſlior infirmities 
tribulations and inconveniences of man's life) did thereby allye himſelf, 
and put on a fraternal relation-unto all men. Foraſmuch, faith the Apo- Heb.2.tg,rr, 
file to the Hebrews, as children (the children he means of the fame fa- 12 25 
ther, or brethren ; as the tenour of-his diſcourſe makes evident) are par- 

takers of fleſh and bloud, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame ; 
that is, 'gratiouſly deſigning to become a brother to the children of men, - 
he aſſumed all that was proper to man's nature. God, ſaith St. Paul, Ads 15. 56. 
made "Tay t9vc; arvewnav, the whole nation or race of men, dwelling upon 

the face of the earth, of one bloud; and of that one. ' *1 ojoantic # onpus by Wins 3 
bloud our. Saviour was pleaſed to take part, enti- Abgoy quo Kyeuor by re, dd {Moy 
tling us thereby to a conſangwaity with him ; and eee oa: | gp Fas _ 
it was a 73tle of his, which he ſeemed to affe& and 7. arr. Ora. 2, p. 385. * : 
delight in, the Son of may. He being ſuch did M2 u1- 

ſanctify our nliture, by the cloſeſt conjun&ion thereof to the divine na- 

ture, and reridring it more than a temple of the divinity ; he dignified it, 

and (as that 4pole intimateth) advanced it above the angelical na- Heb. 2. 7, 16. 
wre by an alliance to:God himſelf ; he thereby not onely became quali- : Tim. 2: s. 
fied to mediate between God and man, and capable to tranſa& that 

great buſineſs of man's falvation, but was engaped, and in a manner ob- 

liged-to doe it ; for as he was a man, he ſurely was endewed with the 

beſt of humane afteCtions, univerſal charity and compaſſion which would 

EXCite him to promote the welfare of all ; as he was a ma», he was ſubject 

to the common law of humanity,which obligestoendeavour the commori 

benefit of men. As he was @ brother in relation, ſo he could not, he wontld 

not be otherwiſe in affe&tion ; he is not to be conceived deficient in per- 
formance of the offices ſutable to that condition. That good-will which marr. s. 44. 
he requires usto bear toward all men indifferently, good and bad, friends 75: ©: '*. 
and enemies, he queſtionleſs did bear himſelf in the higheſt degree, and = 
to the utmoſt extent; the general beneficence, which in his converſa- 

tion and practice he did expreſs, doth ſignify how large his defires and 
intentions-were in regard to the welfare of men ; ſo that.we may thence 

well aver with St. Ambroſe : Incarnations Dei myſterium eſt univerſe ſa- Ambr. d: 
lus creature; The myſtery of God's — doth reſpett the ſalvation of 1144 8. 
all mankind, according to his defire aid deſign. 


ving performances acquired a rightfull propriety in, 724 cg air drSgumy » dN' ois Th 
da title 'of domimion over all men living ; to 7,702 5 2010 © img, Ath. 

him is:committed the governance and proteftion of 0rar. 3. in Arr. p. 385. 

all mankind, as the reward of what he did and fuf- 

fered for-its ſake. - He is called the Lord of all men ; APOC. 19. 1 4 AQs 10. 36. 

and the head of every man. It is ſaid that all things = Cor. 11. 3, Matt. 28. 18. 

by his Father are given into his hand, and put Hal 4 os tg} 3 3. 

his feet ; that power 7s grven him over all fleſh; that fo 8. bh. 2. 

All authority 1s given him in heaven and earth; all fm TOR.-. 

judgment is committed to him. Which privileges, 

rights, dignities are declared to have been procured by the virtue of his 

Dn Ch 5 ſaving 


12 


Clem. his mercy. ——/driten 2}. ouperrdrruv* omie Hy rw: 1 


- ws x, 0v* & 5 gwarrs, wee Chryl. 


firendum eft Deum well , ut omnes bo- _— contains within the ſecret of his. 


i . 
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kom. 14- 9. ſaving performances, and purchaſed by the price of his bloud$* Fer, 7% 
this end, faith St. Paxl, Chriſt both dred andiroſe again, and revived, 
that he might be the Lord both of the dead and living ; (or might exer- 
ciſe Lordſhip over both the dead and living, Ive #, vezedv #-Corrov xoe (- 
x Cor. 6. 20, $301) and, We are: not our own::({aith he agai 5 we. are bought with a 
Heb.2. 9, price ; And, we ſee Feſus, for the ſuffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honour, that by the grace of God he might taſte death for every may, 
( or, for the ſuffering of death, that by God's grace he might taſte death 
tor every man, crowned with glory and honour;-for-there ſeem 
Phil. 2. 8,9. ſuch a'trajeion in 'the words ;:). And he was: obedient unto death 
Apo<-5:9-12- rg the death of the croſs ; therefore hath God exalted him 77 
| a name above every name. Subje&ion then and-redempt! 


po, 


muſt call Chriſt Lord, fo he may call him Savzoxr-; therefore: hi 
becauſe his Savzour. And fince Chrift hath got:an authority. 

- men, 2 propriety 1n-everyman ; ſince he hath undertaken to. govern 
and proteC& th& world, he queſtionleſs as a Prince of .incomparab 


nignity and clemency doth ſeriouſly intend and defire the' 


all his. people; it ſurely; canfot-be-a ſmall benefit to the. 
men, That they are his fubjets ; the objeQs of his Print 


the 
Egg 5 0 


\ 


raps Yevouivee * owrie 1d4p av, yl TH. puhv, 1% 3166 4de taketh care of all 
("78 which doth become him that is: Lord of all; for that-he is indifferently the 
Saviour of all, {afth Clem. Alex.. ra py 0g wo 


x 


:Tim. 2.1.4 6. We are commanded to pray, intercede. and give thanks..(indifle- 
rently) for a/l men, even for Heathens and Perſecutours ; asfor-the-ob- 
jects of God's benevolent affetion ; whom. he would have 40:6 
and to come to the knowledge of his truth ; expretiing our 
. formity to the uncontined goodneſs of Go! 
Mius 5% 2:37 #7 mms Six: aus £o0d reaſon. (argues ot. Ch ry/oftome}),. th 
Oias, eixres tp adrroy Ji 3x4 we ſhould pray tor all men; for if Ge 
So, 6 mavT Ws NANG ow LBay, the falvation-of all men , we in-umitation 
pray for it. Upon which ſcore; the, Catholieh 
| hath conſtantly and carefully 1 thi 
Nuam legem ſapplcenaty, ita —_— ſo the learned Writer de 
CS ante nai, 5 * Which ths of Jupplication, faith be, the dev 
7n qua hujuſmod? 07 arzones non celebren- 71084 of all prieſts, and all t fait hfufl,peo le doth ſo 
wy ares nity wow! obſerve, that there 1s no part of the world, it: whic 
(9 in Chriſto jam regeneratis, ſed etiam ſac h prayers are not ſole mn zed by the :Chraftzan pec- 
pro omnibus infudelibus , Gf inimicis rt» pJe, The Church of God doth therefore ſupplicate- 
d th rate in Chriſt, bat 


Remota ergo dieverions quam divina for a Jdolatours, all Perſecut ours, all Fews 1 Le ere- 
ſcientia intra ſecretum iuſtitie ſue con- . ticks and Schiſmaticks. And P roſper:h Toh? elf ; Sets 


tinet , ſinceriſſims credendum atque pro- ting afide, faith he, that diſtinftzon, which'the divine 


f 


Pe 2 


mines ſalvi fiant ; ſiquidem os . | | juſtioe , of 
cujus ita ſententia eſt, ſolicitiſhms pre- is moſt ficerely to be believed and profeſſed, that God 
cipir quod in omnibus Ecclefuts piiſſume cu- 1; 17: that all men ſhall be ſaved ; fince the Apoſele 
Noditur , ut Deo pro omnibus hominibus * © : ho Rd > 
ſupplicetur. Prof. ad obj, Vincent. 2. whoſe ſent ence that is ; doth moſt ſolicitouſly 21010, that 
which 
. 


+ @ * 


which is in all the Churthe D is moſt "” rad, that God ſhould be 
for all. men. So doth he ek Fe common PREG and hr 
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pradtice, and for tho confirmation } its cant ( God's 
ieſs and defire th t men ſhould be faved) we have the 
raying'to his Father for the pardon of the 
ighis murtherers ;; which as it demonſtrated his charity to- 
ard them, * > i ors aroues San he 1 was' their Savitkr, for that otherwiſe 
1g for thi _ = pls aro IN ie poſſibility pr: their receiving forgiveneſs; + and 
a poſſbil preſuppoſe a diſpoſition in God to grant it, and 
niequently n provided, hh as God requires and accepts, 
16 WH_Eh | | all wa to thei benefit, if toward the application thereof 
ey periorm ritheir parts. 
8. Indeed-it is not enfln to conceive e lww we can heartily pray for par- 
don, or for any other-blefſing either for our ſelves or' for others, with- 
out ſuppoſing: Chriſt to be our Saviour and #heirs without ſuppoſing 
| placable ani | well afte&ec rds us and them in Chriſt, upon the 
ccompt of his performance: and ſufferings i in our and their behalf. We 
re to offer up- all our.d rotions wa name of Chriſt, -and for his ſake 
maſt implore all mercies and bleltings from God, which how can we 
criouſly and with faith, if we may reaſonably queſtion whether 
/7's' merits do reſp ſpe&t us, and conſequently whether they can be 
ratlable in zehalt > I will, faith St. Pau/, that men ſhould pray in : Tiny 2. 8: 
very place - lifcing up pure hands without wrath or doubting ; which 
pkecept how c: can wy man- obſerve; how can any man pray with calm- 
__ and. onfide mind, : who i is not aſſured that Chri/t is his Sa- 
viour, or that God for Chriſt's fake is diſpoſed to grant his requeſts ? 
but this ©” qo we may be obliged to proſecute ſomewhat farther in the 


* 


QA ther « our Saviaur' s performances do reſpect all men, or ſome 
me I__ greateſt aoek of men) do ſtand upon no other terms, than 
ole of the firſt-creation, | or rather of the ſubſequent lapſe and coridem- 
ng ſubject to an extremely rigorous law, and an infallibly 
and conſequently to inevitable puniſhment ; being utterly 
eluded from all capacity of mercy, and having no place of repentance aas ; 
ftyntotherr (the place of repentance being a moſt ſignal part of Chriſt's Lake 24.47 
wrebaſe fo that if any ſuch man ſhould, according to the proportion 
>#f his lightand ability, perform what is aprecable to God's law, doing 
Awhat is*poſlit le to him (this may be {uppoled, for what 1s poſſible to a 
man he-may.doe, what is poſſible is poſſible) in. order to his ſalvation, 
 notwithitanding/ ſhould be incapable of any mercy, favour or accep- 
tance. Bur, b ſdk le that it'is expreſly ſaid, that God did /but uþ al men un- rom. 11. 32. 
nf that he might have mercy upon all; and that we are plainly enough 
informed; that our Lord did reverſe the firſt facal ſentegce, and hath as 
he mediatour between God and man evacuated all tormer covenants by 
tabliſhing a new one (for if any former covenant had been good, there ge, g, 1. 
tad Pas #0 place fought for a ew one, as the Apoſtle to the —_— d h 
courſet 
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courſeth) beſides theſe conſiderations, I fay,. and beſide thar ſuch "og 
ſitions do not well ſate to the, nature of God, .and..do not well conſiſt 
with the tenour of his Yrovidence ; God poſiti mently 

As 19. 30. Claimeth this rigour 0 proceeding ; ; he both ys Lav and Goſpel de- 

Ezek, 18. Clares himſelf ready to admit wt man's repenta By yea carnelitly in- 
vites all men thereto; yea grievouſly explains and ( ulates with men 

Ezck. 33-11. for not repenting, yea not onely ſays it, but i ears it by his own life, 

Ic. 55. 3, 7- that he deſires any wicked man ſhould doe it ; He ſtrogg ly -v\ 5 

Mic. 7. 8- earneſtly inculcates, he loudly'p xroclaims to all his read ineſs to. 

n+ and his "alight in ſhewing mercy ; ; the riches of his zoggnels an 
2 Cor. 8. 12. bearance, and long; ſuffering, ' He declajes, - Lat he will eXact an 
Mat 25 25: compt-of men, according to proportion, anſwerable to their williogneſs 
to: = what they could ; and to the improvements of thoſe talents 
(thoſe meaſures of light and ſtrength) which they had, or might 

Luke 19.17. had 3 that whoever is @» ?Azx{54 m5%, faithfull in uſing t theTmalle 

AG 19. 24, Power, ſhall be accepted and rewarded. He repyeſents himſelf impartial 

x Pet. 1.29, 10 his judgment and acceptanee of mens perſons and perfor 
any man, in any nation, his fincere, though imperſe&, piety and 
righteouſneſs being acceptable to him; The final ruine of men.1s not im- 
puted to any antecedent defect lying in mian' þ ſtate, or God's will, - 
obſtacle on God's part, nor incapacity on the part of man, but wholly 
to man's blameable neglect, or wilfulLabuſe of the means conducible to 
his falvation : No want of mercy in Gd, or Virtue 1 the paſſion of our 
Lord are to be mentioned or thought of; infidelity (formal : or ET 
pretative) and obſtinate impenitency diſappointing God's mercifu 

. rentions, and fruſtrating our Lords faving performances, and endea- 

John 3. 19- Vours, are the ſole banes of mankind ; Here (faith our Lord) is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the - world, and men loved darkneſs rt 

Joh.s- 34-40 ther than light, becauſe their deeds are evil, " And, 7 ſpeak theſe things, 
that ye might be ſaved; but ye will not come to me, that ye might have 

Matt. 23. 17» life. And, ow often have 1 willed 70 gather 0 children,. aa hen a= 

Luke 7. 30, thers her chickens under, her wings, but ye would not 2 Of the Phariſees , 
and Lawyers our Saviour ſaid, that they defeated the counſel of God to-. 
ward themſelyes ( iSwauany WY BeNu)” $6 els $aurs;). the counſel of 
God, who deſigned to bring them to repentance by the inſtruction and 
exhortation of St. John the Baptiſt. Our Savzour invited many tothe 

El. 25. 6. participation of the Goſpe/. _ great Feaſt of fat things to all people, as 

oat 22-5:5 the Prophet ſay calleth it) but they would not come, - faich the Texr; ; 
he iterated his meſſage, but they careleſly negleQing it- (<uAfo 
went away, one to his farm, another to his merchandize, and the reſt t 

Matt. 13-19, ſervants, and intreated them ſpitefi «by, and flew them. The Sawer .( 

30. Lord) did ſow in the field (the wor 4) the good ſeed of heave aly cruth, 
but ſome would not. admit it into their heads or hearts; from others 
remptation bare it away ; in others worldly cares: choaked it 

John 7. 45- Our Lord ſpake the moſt convincing word: | ſuch as no man ever oy ak 

32. 1524 ſuch as drew Publicans and Harlots into _the'Kingdom of heavet 

Mate. 21. 31- performed moſt aſtoniſhing works, ſuch as never the ike weregdon 

Jobn 7. 3- which were ſufficient to convert Tyre and Sidoy, yea to have preſerved. 

|ts + 44: Seem but without effe, ſuch _ the invincible obſtinacy, the _ 

TL Ts 4 ft upidity, the corrupt prejudices, and perverſe affections of his audicours 

ot 13: oo ſpetatours, upon which cauſes. our Lord chargeth the inefficacy "a 

unſuc- 
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unſucceſsfulneſs of his endeavours for their ſalvation. So doth St. Sze- 
phe call the Jews, unto whom the Goſpel was offered, hard-necked, wn- aa: 9. gr. 
circumciſed in heart and ears; ſuch as did always refiſt the holy Spirit. 38s 28. 26, 
St. Paul gives the'ſame charaQter of them, and aſſigns the ſame cauſe of 
their rejeQing the Goſþe].- And of the Fews of Antioch 'tis faid, that Ads 13. 46. 
they did gry? way the word of ſalvation, Judging themſelves unworthy of 
everlaſting life (that is, diſdaining to embrace the overture of everla- 
ſtivg life made unto them.” Ard, | -ſpiſeft thou the riches of God's good- Rom. 2. 3; 
neſs, and forbearance, and ling-ſuffering, being ignorant,” that the goodneſs 
of God leadeth thee to repentance'? ſo St. Pawt expoſtulates with the in- 
credulous Few. And, Zow,' faith the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, ſhall we Heb. 2. 3- 
eſcape, if we negle(t ſo great ſalvation ?' 16 do our Lord and his Apoſtles 
ſtare the reaſon 'of mens miſcarrying in this great affair ; ſignifying all 
requiſite care and proviſion to be'made off God's patt'for their falvation ; 
and imputing the obſtruction ſolely to'their voluntary default of com- 
Pliance with God in'his conduct and management thereof. 

Neither are the dealings and declarations of God toward thoſe who 
lived under the Law and Prophets, impertinent to this purpoſe; they are 
applicable upon conſideration of parity i reaſon,” or likeneſs in caſe. 

What remonſtrances concerning the 'gentlenefs, kindneſs, and equity 
of his dealings, what exprobrations of their ſtubbornneſs and ſtupidity 
God did anciently make to. /Fae/ under that particular diſpenſation, 
(which yet intendency and'/in repreſentation may be deemed general) the 
ſame he might now uſe toward all mankind, under this #nrverſal &cono- 
my, wherein God hath given to his Sox, the heathen for his inheritance, Plal. 2-8. 
and the ntmoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion ; whereby all the King- *P9c- 11:15: 
doms of the world are become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and his Chriſt ; 
which hath erected an unconfined Kingdom of grace ; to which all men 
in deſign and of right are fabje&; in reſpe&t to which every nation is 
in obligation and duty become the people of God. - What (faid God rc 5. 4. 
to them) #/d 7 have done more to my Vineyard than I have done, 
wherefore when T looked for grapes did it bring forth wild grapes 2 O 1f- mo. 14, 9. 
rael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thy help. IT have ſpread out If. 64, 2. 
my hands al! the day-long to a rebellious and gainſaying people. I ſpake Rom, 10. 21. 
unto you rifing up early and ſpeaking, but ye heard not; I called, but ye Jer. y. 1, 
anſwered not; 1 have called, and ye have refuſed ; I have ſtretched out my prov. «. +, 
hand, and no man regarded. But ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, 25- 
and would none of my reproof. When I called, ye did not anſwer ; when [ , > s I. 
| Jpake, ye did wot hear ; but did evil before mine eyes, and did chuſe that, Ezck. 12. 2. 
wherein 1 delighted not. And, Behold their ear is ancircumciſed, and ſer. 6. 10. 
they cannot hearken ; behold the word of the Lord is unto them a reproach, 
they have no delight in it. They refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the 
ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears, that they ſhould not hear ; yea they made %ech. 7. ir, 
their hearts as an adamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the Law, which the $*- 
Lord of hoſts hath ſent in his Spirit. Which paſſages, with many others 
of the like importance that occur, do imply the large extent of God's mer- 
cifull intentions ; and the competency of the means, which God affords 
for the falvation of men; that he wants no affettion or it tion to fave 
them, that he negle&s no means proper for effecting it ; that he draws 
them into the way leading thither by ſerious and earneſt invitation, di- 
reQs them by needfull hight and inſtruQtion, excites them by powerfull 

arguments 


Ro OO SITY 


SS xewmouloy mminur=— ( 
Pl. 7.) 


Pſal. 145+ 9+ 


the P/almiſt tells us 


Ads 14-17. teſtation ; for 8x e 


unto which- diſpoſition his providence yields at- 
apntav eaurov a1agonuav, be, did not leave 


himſelf without teſtimony, doing good to all, as,St. Paul tells us; although 
he doth not diſpenſe his favours in. the ſame method, or diſcover his 
meaning by the fame light, or call all men to him with the ſame voice 


and language. 


Gratia Det nullis ſeculis ſe negavit , 


uirtute una , quantitate diversa , Ccon-. 


filio incommutabilt , opere multiform?. 
Ih. 5. 


Adhibita eſt ſemper univerſis bomini- 
bus quadam ſuperne menſura dodrine , 
que ett occultiorts parcioriſque gratie futt, 
ſuffecit tamen quibuſdam ad remedium, om- 
mbus.ad teſtimonium. II. 1 5. 


Rom. 2» 14, I5$- 
nulli nationi hanminum bonitatis ſue 

dona ſubtraxit , ut propheticas woces 
Precepta legalia convincerentur in elemen- 


torum obſequiis, CF teſtimoniis accepiſſe. 


De Voc. G.I. 5. 
Rom. 1. 1 9, 


Neither was mankind ever left deſtitute of that 
divine grace, which (as the good Writer, de woca- 
tione Gentium ſaith) never denied it ſelf to any ages, 
with the ſame virtue, in different meaſure,. with an 
unchangeable counſel, and multiform operation. So 
in one place; and in another, There was always 
( faith he ) diſpenſed to all men a certain meaſure of 
inſtruction from above, which although it came from a 
more occult and ſparing grace, did yet ſuffice to ſome 


for remedy, to all for teſtimo 


Comparing the Ei Tags of men, we may 
ſubſtitute with St. Paul, for the law of revelation 
engraved upon zables, the Jaw of nature written in 
mens hearts ; tor prophetical inſtrudtions the dittates 
of reaſon ; tor audible admonitions and. reproots, /e- 
cret whiſpers of grace, and checks of conſcience; for 


extraordinary inſtances of divine power, the ordi- 


ARs 14. 17. #ary Works of the creation ( by which God's eternal divinity and power 
are diſcernibleg for the ſpecial and occaſional influences of providence, 


the common a 


ontinual expreſlions of divine beneficence ; then allow- 


ing for the diſparity ( as to meaſure of evidence and efficacy) in theſe 
things; and as to the reſt, the caſe is the fame. If one part hath means 


more clear and forcible, yet thoſe which are granted to the other are 


not 


YR ———_ Ce —— A. _— _—_ 
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not void of uſe or virtue ; by them all'men in all places may ſeek God, aas 19. 29. 
if haply they may feel him and find him ; yea may (as St. Paw! implieth) rom. x. 18, 
be able to know God, and induced to ſerve him; to thank him and to 2% _ 
lorify him in ſome meaſure ; in a meaſure anſwerable to ſuch light and 15, ? 
rength ; no more doth God require, for no more will/he reckon with Rom. r. 21. 
them. If their helps be deemed more low and ſcanty, their duty in 
proportion is leſs high, and their accompt will be more eafie. Enough 
certainly they have to excuſe God from miſprifion of not having provi- gon. x. 25; 
ded competently for them, to render them, if they do not well uſe and 
improve it, inexcuſable; and what tliey have is an effe& of God's mercy 

rocured and purchaſed by their Saviour. _ But of this Point we may 

ave occaſion afterward to fay more; I ſhall now onely add, that this 
ſuggeſtion, well conſidered, may afford another argument to confirm 


our doftrine 5; which is this | b 


TO. If our Lord be the Savzour of all thoſe to whom God's truth is de- 
clared ; and his mercy offered ; or, If he be the Saviour of all the mem- 
bers of the viſible Church ; particularly if he be the Savzour of thoſe , 
who among theſe, rejefting the overtures and means of grace, *or by 
diſobedience abuſing them, 1hall in the event fail of being ſaved, then 
is he the Saviour of all men. But Our Lord is the Saviour of thoſe per- 
ſons ; and therefore he is the Saviour of all men. The aſſumption we a- 
Gyed to ſhew in the laſt argument ; and many expreſs teſtimonies of 
Scripture before-mentioned eſtabliſh it ; the common ſtyle of Scripture 
Joth imply it, when in the Apoftolical Writings to all the viſibly: fairh- 
full indifferently the relation to Chri/t as their Saviour is aſſigned, an in- 
tereſt in all his ſaving performances is ſuppoſed, the title of ow#6w4c: 
and orowouke (with others equivalent, of juſtifed, ſanitified, rextnera- 
ted, quickned, &c.) are attributed. And in our Text God is ſaid to be 
the Savioar chiefly 2 m5dv, of the faithfall; which word in its com- 
mon acception denotes all viſible members of the Chriſtian communiori. 
And for its confirmation we adjoin : The Apoſtles at firſt, and the Church 
ever ſince after them (except ſome heterodox people of: late) have pro- 
feſſed readily to confer holy Baptiſm, and therein to diſpenſe remiſſioti 
of ſins, together with other Evangelical graces and privileges, to every 
man profelling his faith in Chrif, and reſolution to obſerve Chri/t's law, 
upon this ſuppoſition, that Chrif 1s the Savzoxr of all ſuch perſons, and 
by his falatary pallion hath purchaſed that remiſſion for them z although 
the diſpenſers of theſe graces could not diſcern what decrees God in his 
ſecret providence had paſſed upon them, or what the event ſhould be as 
to their final ſtate ; yea although according to the judgment of prudence 
they could not but conceive, that all fuch ſhould not be ſaved, but that 


many of them ſhould be of thoſe, who ( as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews Heb. ro: 25. 
ſpeaketh)) would draw back unto perdition, who ( as St. Peter implies a Per. 1. 5. 


ſome might.and would do) would forget the purgation, which- they 
had received of their fins. That in thus doing the Church proceeds up- 
on a perſuaſion that Chri/t is truly the Saviour of all its viſlble members, 
duly admitted and incorporated thereinto, the thing ic ſelf plainly fg- 
nifies ; the tenour of its practice makes palpable; the fortns of "a3 


uſed in its holy adminiſtrations ( of prayers, of ſacraments, of exhort4- 
tions) do ſuppoſe, or expreſs. For how can each member ſingly be-af- 
M m m | ferted 
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 ſertedin holy: Baptiſm to be waſhed from his ſins, and ſanified to/God, 


and made regenerate or adopted into the number of God's chuldren, and 


made partaker of Chriſt's death > thow can thankſgiving in the common 


name, in moſt:;general terms, 'be offered up- for Chriſt's faving perfor-= 
mances? or the holy bread and cup be imparted to each communicant 
as ſymbols and pledges of Chri/?'s charity and mercy toward him ? how 


_ canevery Chriſtian be inſtigated to obedience in gratitude to Chriſt, and 


Anno 855. 


Item firmiſſt- 
me tenendum 
credimus,0Fc. 


ſup! ee 


thoſe who tranſgreſs Chri/t's laws, upbraided' tor. their ingratitude to- 
ward him; their reje&ting, or renouncing, deſpifing , or abuſing him 
and his falvation? how can ſuch things be ſaid and done with any truth 
or conſiſtency ; yea without forgery and mockery, if every baptized 
Chriſtian hath not an intereſt in our Lord's performances; if *Chri/t*be 
the Saviour onely of an uncertain and unknown part in the Church? 
This conſideration of the Churches practice hath made even the molt ve- 
hement aſſertours of St. A»/#in's doctrine ( ſtrained*to the higheſt pitch) 
in the more ancient and modeſt times, fully.to acknowledge this potition ; 
that Chriſt is the redeemer of every member of rhe viſible Church, as 
appears by this remarkable decree of the Council of Yalentza in France 
(conſxling of the Biſhops of three Provinces, favourers of Godſcalcus his 
opinions. ): We. alſo do believe it moſt firmly to be held, that aff the mut- 
titude of the faithfull, being regenerated by water and the Holy Spirit, 
and hereby truly incorporated into the Church, . and according to the Apuſto- 
lical doftrine baptized into the death of Chriſt,” is by his' bloud waſhed.from 
their fins. Becauſe there could be no true regeneration; unleſs rhere 
were: made alſo a true redemption ; ſince un the Sacraments of' the 
Church there is nothing empty. (or vain) nothing ludificatory ; but all 
thoroughly true, and ſupported by its own very. truth and ſincerity. 
Yet that out of the\very company of believers and the-redeemed; ſome 
are eternally ſaved, becauſe by God's grace they faithfully abide 'in 
their redemption, bearing the Lord's ſpeech in'their hearts, Ze that per- 


ſeveres to the end. ſhall be ſaved'; and that ethers, becauſe they would 


not abide in the ſalvation of the faith, whictvthey at firſt received, and 
did pather chuſe to.fruſtrate the grace of redemption by evil do@rine'or 
life; than to keep it, do no-wiſe arrive to the plenitude of ſalvation, 
and to the perception of eternal beatitude.  *Tis then-a Catholick and 
true do&rine, thatat leaſt Chris a Saviour of all appearing Chriſtians : 
and ſuppoſing the truth thereof, I ſay that by conſequence he is alſo 
the Saviour of all men. For it appeareth thence, that the deſign of our 
Saviour's performances did not tlow irom,. or was not grounded upor 
any ſpecial love, or any abſolute decree concerning thoſe perſons, who 
in event ſhall be fayed;; ſince according to that ſuppoſition it extendeth 
to many. others ;+ wherefore it proceeded from God's natural goodneſs 
and common kind afieftion toward mankind ; from the compaſſion of 
a gratious Creatour toward his miſerable creature, whence all men are 
concerned and intereſted therein. - Why God's mercifull intentions were 
not explicitly declared and propounded to Socrates and Epittetus, as 
they were to das 1ſcariot and Simon Magus, is another queſtion, which 
we may, afterward in fome manner afloil; at preſent, it ſuffices to ſay, 
that the overture of mercy made to fuch wretches doth argue God's 
kind diſpoſition and good.intention toward all men; fo it did in Saint 
Ambroſe his opinion'; who ſays, that our Lord ought not to paſs 
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1. TIM. IV. 10. L 
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——The living God; who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially 


: of thoſe that believe. 


$ P 


HAT our Lord Feſus is the Saviour of all men, we have before 
from plain teſtimonies of holy Scripture, and from ſome argu- 
=. ments grounded there, aſſayed to ſhew. The ſame will be 
made farther apparent by OI the reſpe&s according to which he 4 
is ſuch; and thoſe we may firſt confider generally and in the groſs, then J 
ſurvey them more particularly and diſtinQly. | 


» In general we may fay, that our Lord is the Saviour of all mer, for 
t he hath rendred all men ſalvadzles, capable of ſalvation ; and /a/- 
vandos, defi to falyation. For that he hath removed all obſtacles 
peremptorily debarring men from acceſs to ſalvation, and hath procured 
i competetit 
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de wallowing in the mire. And as our Lord is ſo a Saviogr 
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competent furtherances to their attainment of it. For that he hath reC 


John 6. 33. 


Luke 3» Ho 


'H yi e177 xgmegs cviiyumu, 5 mar 
es Jfnovs nvoiyn, Ofc. Athan. 7n paſſ. 
Luke 4 18. *'A:YpaAdm din 


uU jou the contingent and arbitrary behaviour © ' As he that freely 
® 


rs a rich boon is no leſs to be accompted a benefactour and libera 


them ( being ſufficient to prevent their miſery, and promote their hap- . 

pineſs) to be worthily. deemed, and thankfully acknowledged their $4- 

viour, although not all men, yea although not one man ſhould receive 
A8s 16-29. the deſigned benefit. Accordingly we may obſerve, that in the Scrip- 
Kemp Nine ture ſtyle, thoſe perſons are ſaid to be faved, who are onely in a way 
"La toward falvation, although they do not arrive thither ; and the means 
Cor. 1.18. conducing to ſalvation are faid to fave; although their effect may be de- 
= 7:  feated ; ow2ueoo and ornoquiyn are terms applied to all Chriſtians, and 
Eph. 2-5: Chriſt is 6 owozs, he that hath ſaved them ; and Faith is faid to'have ſa- 
27im-1-5: ved them, although ſome of them cixj b2i5wony, have believed in vain, 
Tit. 3. 8 Or to no effet, forſaking and renouncing their faith ; and Bapriſm ſaves 


x Pet: 3-21+ them, who partake it, although being waſhed, they return to thei 
| n re- 
ſpe& to them, who are by faith and admiſſion into the Church pur into 
Rom, 13. 11. 2 MOre near Capacity of ſalvation, as St. Paul ſpeaketh : Hounegs hugs þ 
_ owrue le, h omev bats do on rey (Now ts our ſalvation nearer than when we Le- 
Higpetl;) ſo is he in reſpect of all thoſe, who are in any capacity there- 

| of, although a more remote one. | No ok ER. 


But let us now view more nearly and diſtinaly the reſpes in which 
he is a Saviour of af men, or the particular benefits and advantages con- 
| | ducing 


yerm. XL. . aſſerted and explain d. 
ducing to falvation, which by his performances accrue $0 mankind ; for 
Trapunov mw) owTugiav 67201 yagicera mh avvewnronm, In very many ways Clem. Alex, 
be beſtoweth ſalvation upon all mankind, as Clemens Alexandrinus ſpeaks. Paz. te. 


———_— _ — —_ 


I" ——_—— 


1: Our Lord:is the Saviour of all men, as having effeted that Al- 
mighty God ( who upon great provocations Was juſtly diſpleaſed and 
angry with man, who had averted his face, and withdrawn his favour 
from-mankind, whom our apoſlafie and rebellion had rendred a ſtranger 
and an cnemy-to us) hath depoſed his wrath toward mankind, - hath 
conceived a kind affection toit, doth caſt a favourable aſpe&t upon it ; 
being thoroughly reconciled and made a'friend thereto by our Saviour's 
mediation. 7 hit'is my beloved ſon, cv © dn, in whom T have been Mate. 3, 19, 
well pleaſed, was the atteſtation given from God to''our Lord ; the 215: 
medhing whereof in regard to: men; the holy choire of Angels did inter- 
pret, when aſter the gladſome report of his birth ( that great joy, which Luke 2. 30, 
ſhould be to afl' people) they ſang, Glory be to God on high, on earth "+ 
Peace, good-will toward men. Which St. Paul farther declareth, when Col. x. 20. 
he faith, that by him 42s, God: pleaſed to reconcile unto himſelf all EPh- 1: 10: 
things, upon earth, and in heaven; and when he ſaith, That God was in 2 Cor. 5. 29, 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their fins. And, 
When we were enemies (faith. he again) we were reconciled unto God by rom. s. 
the death of. his ſon : When we were enemits, that implies God antece- 
 dently to any man's converſion to have been appeaſed, and become fa- 
vourably diſpoſed toward all men, or toward thoſe, whom St. Paul 
ſpeaketh unto, as men ; ſo:the reaſon of the caſe doth import, and fo 
the analogy which St. Paul immediately after propounds between the 
reſults of Adam's tranſgreſſion and our Sawiour's obedience ( as to provo- 
cation and reconciliation, to-:condemnation and abſfolution, to the in- 
tents of bringing death.and:life upon all:men)) doth enforce. Whence 
it is, that God declareth himſelf now to bear an univerſal good-will to 
mankind, that he doth earneſtly defire the welfare of all men, and is 
diſpleaſed with the ruine of any. man ; that he would have al! men to be x Tim. 2. 4, 
Javed, and to come to the knowledge of the truth, becauſe there is one me- 2 er. z. g. 
diatour between God and man ; that he would not have any periſh, but that 
all ſhould come to repentance ; this he affirms, yea (for the confirmation Heb.6.16,18. 
of our faith and our conſolation therein) he jn the Evange/ical Prophet Ezck. 33.11, 
ſwears it, As 1 live, ſaith the Lord, T have no pleaſure in,the death » f 
the wicked, but that. the wicked turn from his way and live. . So far to- 
ward our falvation is done, God meets us half way ; he'is reconciled 
unto us, it remains -onely that we be reconciled to him ; that we hearken 
to the Embaſlie from hum : Be reconciled to God. 2 Cor. &, 


2. Feſus is the Saviour of all men by ſatisfying the divine juſtice, and 
repairing God's honour in their behalf. The diſloyal and ingratefull be- 
haviour of man had ſo wronged, ſo endamaged, fo diſhonoured God 
( had fo abuſed-the-goodneſs, diſparaged 'the wiſedom, flighted the 
power , -.impeached and flurr'd the authority of his Creatonr, had fo 
prejudiced all the rights and intereſts of God). that by the divine wiſ- 
dom it was $hought fit, that he ſhould not be reſtored into a capacity of 
mercy and favour, without a-ſignal compenſation made, and an exem- 
plary puniſhment undergone, whereby the right of Gog Jhould _ 

cuouſly 
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24:24 49, cuouſlybeaſſerted, hisloveof goodneſs anddiflikeof 
api Fe 4 Y vere cw.L wickedneſs ſhould be remarkably demonſtrated, and 
x71 # on abys Sulajur Eramivrhs «Si EVETY Creature in heavenandearthſhould beſolemn- 


rem! 1, dpSupry de? Neydfuoy, AR 1, 2 1 ronifhed of itsguty ; of the reverence and obe- 


#1 A . 0 * &&« g - . . | . 

De dience it owes to the great Creatour, of the heinous 
guilt and horrible miſchief .it incurs by offending 
Tin by x S%va7@, x wnige. s- him. Such a compenſation man was no-wiſe able 
atem, x; Nurs 18749 wore x; Sdtry- | pe "7 PP SIO 
nts Seu BRddon, 6 oh aha © make, or fit to undergoe ſuch a puniſhinent : 


Syerjr i dpaynir md cave acre Our Saviour therefore, out of infinite pity and cha- 


Ars, 9. OO Fe Be rity did undertake both ; by a voluntary condef- 
mT - cenſion putting himſelf into the low and weak ſtate 

of man ; ſubjeQting himſelf unto that Law whiclr mari was obliged un- 

ro, and ſuffering: the pains, which man had deſerved. This he was 

pleaſed to doe in man's behalf, and. in our ſtead ; and God was pleaſed 

| to accept it as ſo done. His incarnation ( or exi- 
*I Teen gies ker 2x" _——_ Wipers as on _— it) was an 
PaTs eap<rs Bo ors _ w1"* at of that hi ury an Danes, that it in virtue 
ne 2 _ ſurpaſſed all the obedience, which all creatures were 
able to render ; that it yielded God more fatisfaQion and more honour 

than the joint endeavours of all: the world could confer. His with ſo 

Vid. Cyrill. intenſe charity and chearfulneſs falfilling all righteouſneſs did far more 
. : 4 cone pleaſe God, than all our moft exatt obedience could have done ; his en- 
Angry au during bitter pains and diſgraces ( conſidering the infinite dignity of his 
< wo %% perſon, his near relation and dearneſs to. God, his perfeC& innocence and 
My rectitude, yea his immenſe charity, contentedneſs and patience ) more 
than countervailed the puniſhment due to the fins of all men. Such a 

payment was more than ſerved to diſcharge all our debts, (it ferv'd 

to purchaſe an overplus of graces and bleflings): ſo rich a'price was more 

Eph, s.2- than ſufficient to ranſome all the world from captivity ;. ſo goodly, ſo 
Heb. 10.1% pure, ſo ſweet, ſo pretious a Sacrifice might worthily expiate and attone 


"Per. 1, 19. all the guilts of men. 


Aug, in Pfal. 95. Now if we inquire what our Saviour did redeem, 
Mi Savuuityc of depart HQ iaures. ThE confideration of what he paid tay (as St. An/in 
$1* 5 33 12 $r9par®@ Yan; ann 18s tells): help to inform us + Rueritis quid emerite? vi- 
ponh apo 4s \aieanmour Of ore quid dederit, © invenite quid emerit. Do ye ſee 
 - _ __ (faith he) what he bought ? ſee what be gave, and find 
what he bought: However, that as the value and ſufficiency of our Lord's 
perfgrmances, ſo the deſign and effe& thereof did reach ſo far inregard to 

man ; that his charity was no leſs extenſive, than his performance was 

John 1. 29 complete, for our good, the holy Scripture teaches us. For, He # the lamb 
John 6. $1. fr that taketh away the fins of the world, (faith the Baptiſt.) And, The 
read (faith he) which I gave u my fleſh, which Twill grve for the life of the 

r John 2. 2. world. And, Fe i a propitiation (faith'St. Fohn) for our ſins; and not onely 
x Tim. 2. 5. for our fins, but for the fins of the whole world. And, He is the Mediatour of 
God and man, who gave himſelf aviidurew wrep 7ravrav, a ranſome, in the 

Heb. 2- 5. ſtead, and for a//men (faith St. Paul.) And, He taſted death for every one 
John 11. 50 ( faith the Anthour to the Hebrews.) And, He was that one man, who, 
—_ i, AS it was expedient, did dye for the whole nation of men. And, Ged was 
2 Cor. 5- 25+ in him reconciling the world to himſelf, not imputing their fins. And, He 
came. into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might 
Rom. 5.17- by him be ſaved (or freed from condemnation.) And, 4s by the offence 


of one 
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Sem. XL. 


PT RINEEY 72-9, "604 


of one man judgment came upon all men to condemnation, ſo by the righteouſ- Rom. b 7, 
neſs of one mercy came upon all to juſtification of life. The end we ſee of 


our Saviour's performances was, that he might wipe off the guilt of ſin"b« iz 

from-all mankind, that he might reverſe the condemnation paſſed there- * ons Tory MY 

upon, and that he might remove the puniſhment due thereto ; or, that awns «5rw 

abſolving the'firſt man's fin, he might take it away from the whole race yo Soheogg 

(as Saint Athanaftus ſpeaks.) - er Mp 
Ah. men have finned, and come ſhort (or are deſtitute) of the glory of Rom. 4. 23, 

God, being juſtified freely by hu grace, by the redemption that is in Chriſt 

Feſus, Chriſt hath ont us from the curſe of the law, being made a®al. z. 13. 

curſe for us. He was born under the law, that he might redeem thoſe Gal. 5.5, 

which were under the law. . He that knew no fin, was made fin (was pu- 2Cor. 5. 21. 

niſhed and dealt with as a ſinner) that we might be made the righteouſneſs 

of God in him; (that we might be capable of being eſteemed and dealt 

with as righteous by God upon: his accompt.) So that the reſult is, 

Divine juſtice being tully fatisfied, and the honour of God fully repaired 

(in regard to all fins paſt and future) the mouth of vengeance being 

ſtopped, the claims of death and hell being evacuated, That general ſen- 

tence of condemnation ( paſs d upon all the ſons of Adam) is ſuſpended, 

death ceaſes to reign by any juſt power, or inevitable neceſlity ; (it is, 

as St. Paul'faith, aboliſhed or abrogated as to any lawfull right, or ne- 2 Tim. x. 10. 

cellary force it hath) the rigour and ſeverity of that law, which upon 

\. pein of death exacteth moſt punfual obedience (and which conſe- Gal. 310,12. 
quently doth expoſe all men to unavoidable condemnation) is tempered *9-1* 5 

and abated,. a foundation 1s. laid for the ſhewing mercy, and granting 

pardon. In reſpect whereto z 
3. Our Lord is the Saviour of all men, as having, in the behalf of 

mankind tranſafted and: ratified a new covenant, very neceſlary for, 

and very conducible to the falvation of mankind ; whereby ſalvation is 

made attainable, and is really tendred unto all, upon feaſible and equal 

conditions. According, to the purport whereof upon.any man (however 

ſtained or loaded with the guilr. of moſt hemous tranſgreſſions) his em- 

bracing the overtures thereof, conſenting to, and complying with the 

terms propounded therein, that is ſincerely believing, and ſeriouſly re- 

penting ; returning to God with hearty deſires and earneſt reſolutions to 

ſerve him ; God is ready to diſpenſe mercy and pardon, and immediate- 

ly receiweth the perſon into grace and favour with him; yea the man 

continuing to perform a-faithfull ( though imperfe&) obedience, an 

obedience ſutable to man's natural infirmity and frailty, and proportio- 

nable to the aſſiſtences afforded him ; God farther promiſeth to beſtow 

ineſtimable bleſſings and rewards of joy and happineſs. That covenant 

which the Prophets implied of old, when: (beſide, and beyond what the 

Fewiſh law did import) they preached: thus —Waſh you, make you clean, £6 1.16. 

put away the evils of your doings, ceaſe to doe evil— and — though your 

fins be as ſcarlet , they ſhall be as white as ſnow, though they be red. as 

crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. And, Let the wicked man forſake hi way, Il. 55-7: 

and the unrighteous man hu thoughts, and let kim return unto the Lord, 

and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 

pardon; And, If the wicked man will turn from af his (ins, that be hath 

committed, and keep all my ſtatutes, and doe that which u lawful and right, Exck. 18. 21. 

Es | Nan he 
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be ſhal ſurely Tive, he ſhall not die (fo God in Eſay and Exckiel decla- 
reth his intention to proceed with men, avowing that: way of his to'be 


4, 


moſt equal and fair.) This is that covenantwwhich'our Lord comman- 

Mark 16. 15. ded his Apoſtles to declare and propound toall mankind; Going (faid he 
| to them) into the whole world, preach the doflrine to every creature ; 
Luke 24. 45. that Goſpel, according to which, as it 1s expreſſed in St. Luke, repen- 
tance and remiſſion of fin ought to be preached in his name to all nations be- 

Afts 5. 31. Linning at Feruſalem ; in reſpe& to which St. Peter ſays, that God hath 
exalted our Lord to be a Prince and a Saviour to grant repentance to 1/- 

' raed, and remiſſion of fins; ( to grant repentance, that is (as the Apoſtlc 

to the Hebrews, and Clemens Romanus ſpeak ) uemmriucs Tray, room for 
repentance, or capacity to receive pardon upon. repentance ) concer- 
Phil. 4 3 ning which Covenant that Clemens (the fellow-labourer of St. Paul, and 
Euſeb Whom Clemens Alexandrinus calleth an Apoſtle) in that excellent, ad- 
'Er meizis qmjxable and almoſt Canonical Epiſtle to the Corinthians, which (as 
ruſh FZuſebius and FHierome tell us) was anciently publickly read in moſt 
Churches,, bath theſe remarkably full and clear ex- 

'Areviougly os 73 Gus 13 xews, v reſſions : Le? us ( faith he ) /ook ftedfaſtly upon the 
—_ oy 82 ow yy 5 ele urs, bloud of Chriſt, and let us ſee how pretions to God bis 
aw nd dboup cerarlics ade age 2408d ts, which being ſhed for our ſalvation, did bring 
ryrare *Amulonuo os Yures river, the grace of refentance to the whole world. Let us 
y Wruawy In » Yes © Ws attentively regard all ages, and obſerve that in every 
wamvoicg Timy Telveey 0 Jiavons mis : 7 
Benoedivis mSoaphibes bn? 0214, Clem. generation the Lord granted place of repentance. to 
«ad Corinth. them, who would turn unto him. This is that new 
and better covenant, eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes 

(cancelling all former, exceptionable, imperie&t, and ineffectual: com- 

Heb. 8. 6. pads, referring to man's intereſt and duty) about which the Apoſtle to 
3. 15-12-24 the Hebrews di{courſeth, and whereof he calleth our Lord the Mediatour 
TX. 3.6. and Spouſor ; in regard to'which St. Paul calleth him the Mediatour be- 
tween God and man; plainly declaring all men to have a concernment and 

intereſt therein ; for this ſuppoſition he uſeth as an argument proving 

; Tim. 2. 5- God's univerfal deſire of man's converſion and ſalvation : Who would have 
all men to be ſaved, and to come to the ris of the truth. For there 

js one God and one Mediataur between God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 

. By virtue of which Covenant it is, that any ſuch 

Ryo diclo oftenditur nullum recs 4 rees ehgots or fear toward God ( ſuch as men 
A rep rg nee 1-1 are capable of ) are avaihble, any righteous per- 
agg «lx Xt. ra as Poo 1h ſuch as our weakneſs can j-+—"2at mp 
| acceptable, any honeſt endeavours do receive coun- 

A®s 10. 34. tenance and encouragement ; and that (as St. Peter obſerved) in every 
nation he that ng God, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted by him ; 

although his: fear of God be nor ſo intenſe, or pure; his righteouſneſs 

not” ſo exact and .unblameable, as according to extremity of law and-du- 

ty, they ſhould be. From-which Covenant fo far is any man, according 

to. God's intention and deſire, from being excluded, that'all men are fe- 

riowily invited, vehemently exhorted, earneſtly intreared to enter into 

1t, and to partake the benefits exhibited thereby. Every'man who fee- 

leth himſelf to want thoſe benefits, and is deſirous.of mercy and eaſe 
i. 55.1. from the guile and burthen of his ſins, may come and welcome. © Hoe 
every one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters ; So the Evangelical Pro- 

John 7. 37. phet proclaims; and, If avy man thir/teth, let him come to me and drink, 
\ 'crieth' 


o 
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crieth our Lord; and, Come to me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and Mat. 11. 28. 

Twill give you reſt. ( Aeire 7rarres, Come all to me : , | 

All men therefore ( faith Origen ) who from the | Tides ty « drSponte Net ws he 

nature of fin do labour and are burthened, are cal- {5% 9999 zomdrn % Pu pg 

led to: that reſt ; which is with the word of God.) # 2 drdawny. Orig. in Cell. 4, 

And, in Chriff's name ( ſaith St. Paul) we are Am- Cor. g, 20. Ads 19. 30. 

baſſadours, as that God by us intreateth, we pray for 

Chriſt be reconciled to God; the purport of which Embaſllie, together with 

Its extent, he otherwhere thus expreſſeth, Tm manggyywnu TH arJew- 

9% 7201 THrTays weruvoiv, He now proclatmeth to all men every-where 

that they Fw ook he conſequently holds forth to all the benefits 
annexed to repentance. Burt of this we ſpake formerly. 


4- Our Lord Jeſus is the Saviour of all men as having purchaſed and 
procured for them competent aids, whereby they axe enabled to perform 
the. conditions required of them in order to their ſfalyation ; to acquire a 
ſufficient knowledge of their duty, to ſubdue their bad inclinations and 
luſts, to widhſiand temptations ; or briefly, whereby they are enabled 
ſincerely to repent of their ſins, and acceptably to pros their due Eph. 2. r. 
obedience. - The truth of thisPoigt, taking in the conſideration of man's F2%* > 13: 
natural ſtate, may by good conſequence: be inferr'd from the truth of ig. ” * 
the Points foregoing. If men are naturally ſo dead in treſpaſſes and Ephs sf. 
ſins, ſo enſlaved and ſold under fin ; fo very prone to evil, and averſe a pee. 1. 19, 
to godd ; ſo dark and blind that they cannot well diſcern what they &6@ _ 
ſhould doe, ſo corrupt and weak that they cannot perform what they ; Nd 
know and confeſs to be good ( as St. Paul affirmeth men to: be) and alone &- 
conſequently'are of themſelves indiſpoſed to perform the guties accepta- 2oviaimr 
| ble. to God, and requiſite by his appointment toward their falvation, air, az. 
then either our Lord hath provided for them a _ | 
communication of grace ſufficient to countervail or ,_ 5 _ pur 0 
ſurmount that natural impotency, or all his deſigns quige bono para wir flat hee ew 
for their good are imperfe& or inconſiſtent (atming, »h# of 917g: fine war nibi 
at an _ without proving requiſite means, or re- un Log ea oa 
moving neceſſary obſtruftions ) and his perfor- 
mances, whereby the forementioned benefits were procured, do prove 
ineffetual and fruitleſs. For God being appeaſed, and become well af- 
fected to man's ſalvation , divine juſtice being fatisfied , the rigour 
of law being mitigated, repentance being made available, and an obe- 
dience, agreeable ro man's frailty, becoming acceptable, with all other 
the immediate reſults of our Saviour's tranfaQtions for man, would fig- 
nify nothing in regard to him, who ſtill leth under a neceſſity of ſinning, 
or an inability of performing that, which is indiſpenſably exated from 
him toward a complete enjoyment of thoſe benefits and favours. In 
vain is the debt paid, and the bond cancelled, and the priſon ſet open, 
and liberty proclaimed, and the priſoner called forth, if he be not him- 
ſelf able to knock off the fetters, which detain him, and there is no help 
afforded, by which he may doe it. But our Lord hath furely laid his 
deſigns more adviſedly, and hath proſecuted his work more perfe&ly. 
Wherefore we may ſuppoſe that a competency of grace and ſpiritual af 
ſiſtence is by virtue of our Saviour's performances really unparted to 
every man, qualifying him to doe what God requires, and is ready to 
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aorpt froth Hint in order to his welfare; that our Saviout hath ſent 

abxoad his holy Spirit (that-fountain of al} true goodnelsz of alt ipirirual 

tight, Nretigth and comtort ) Jiks the Sat 'to thine, to watm,.to-di 

pene benign influences Sver-the world j although it ſhinech not {6 

brfirty a vigorouſly ; and its preſetice is hot ſo viſible and ſenſible iti 

Tui; 63.59 on'place, as @nvther; whieh holy Spitit, as it is in its\oNſtace. omnb> 

inw1;n4- preſent, 1 it is likewiſ6 itt its therpy, incollantly working ( in reaform» 

ot gp ble Wikalats; right Hiandbr, 2nd fit ſeaſon, as Wiſedonr ordereth) upon 

bo nt rhe yrs arid a eee os ry pood thoughrs and _—_ 

Clem. Alex. ANPYERNg argutneats-and motives ro good practice,” cherihing and pro- 

Strom. V1l. HUE pot papbRs; checking bad deſjgtts, teſtrainiogaadrechiming 

2.523 from bad courſes. Out reakon, however aided by exterwnr' inſtruttion; 

and excitement being unable to deal with thoſe mighty temptations, op- 

pofirions ad diffbiifapements we are to encoltnter- with): he luth given 

us Wie ahd porwertmal fpirit, t& fivide and'zavile us, to'exuite and eff 

evuttte us, to relieve ard ſuccour us in all out rehgivus practice ad 

ſpirirul-warhare.-'$b thee all debverance fromthe preva{ency of tempts- 

coy afd Fire we owe 40 tis grice arid aſſiſtence. That @ viel purpoſes 

the hibly Spirit 8 phheifelly,conferted upon all-the viſibte nxmbers of 

©. , the Chiiftian Ohurty we fave plainly dttared in Scripture z It was's 

Joel 2. 28, | fYoltiſe 'comtettiing the Evangelical times, - that God would powre forth 

at»+26 his Tpit t wp6h ll fleſh z The eoliation thereof is a main-part of tho 

\, Evarigeliesl Covetnint {into @ participation 'of which every Chriſtian's 

Jer. 31. 53 &ithitted) it bring the finger of God whereby God's law is impreſſed 

> upon their mward parts, and enigraven in their hearts (as the Prophers 

206k ;. deſcribe rhe effetts of this Covenant.) And the end vf out Saviour's 
CH. 3:14, 


ſy, 
of 
1 Cor. 12+ 13s of 
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this ove Spirit", 'us' a commort ſoul imparted to them all, inenimating 
and actuating the whole body; and every member thereof, For &y one 
Spirbt we areal] Bbuptized 'Int0 . owe boaly; whether 'Fews or Gentiles, whe- 
ther bond of free, and have been rf] made to: dr ink of ond ſpirit. And it 
 harh been'the gdQrint conſtantly with-general conſent delivered in and 
by-rhs:Carholick Church, chat to all-perfons, by the holy myſlery of 
Bkp#iſm duly'mitiared into'Chr;ftianity, and admitted-into the commu- 
nion-6f Chriff s body, theigrace of the Foly Sprrit 1s communicated, 
enabling then 'to- perfortn 2he conditions .of piety 'and vertue, which 
they undertuke; and continually watching over them for accompliſh- 7 
ment 'of thoſe purpoſes; whith Splr it they. arc admothiſhed not-to reſiſt, Eph. 4. 30. 
to abuſe, to-gfieve, -toquench; but touſeit well, antlithprove'iits.grace 4a ' Cocrhd ; 
to the working out their falvation. "Thus much roncerning/the reſult 
of our Saviours performanbes, in thiskimd, in reſpedt ro the community 
of Chriſtians we leam from the holy Str/prure and Ecclefraſtiond Tratli- 
ridy, interpreting it z'- whence we tnay diſcern, that the coninunications 
of grace d6 not always flow from any: ſpecial love or abſolute decree 
eonrerning men, but do eommonly proceed from the general kindneſs 
and tacrcy of God ;- by-pur Lord procured:tor mankind; and conſe- 
quemly we may thence collet, that !ſomewhar of this nature is to the 
fame purpoſe; from the ſame fource, and upon the ſame accompt, alſo 
granted and«liſpenſed to uthers. Unto Chriftians indeed this great be- 
- nefit { for the Yeward, the encouragement, the ſuppott of rheir faith ; 
and for promoting their-obedience, who are an 2 nearer capacity and 
more immediaxe' tendency2to falvation}): is in a more plentiull meaſure, 
and a more ootiſpicuous manner dilpented ;. but that beſides that diſpen- 
farion, there have been other ( not to-plainly ſignified, or exprefly pro- 
nuſed, yet really imparted.) .communationsot grate, in virtue of our 
Savivar's merits, there afe (beſide the main-reaton alledged, inferring 
it trom our bord's being the Saviour of all men) divers good induce- 
ments to believe, Foreven thoſe Chriſtians, to whom upon their faith of" = 5 
the Holy Spirit is promiked:and beftowed, are by: previous operations of Luke 24. 45. 
Gogg grace (opening their minds, inclining theit heart, and temperin -on laid 
che flections) induced eh Chriſtianity faith ir ſelf being a gift 691 22 
-of God, andy truit of the Holy Spirit... And before }, MEL os erties 
our -Saviour's--comingall:: od men fave thereby 5 Det [= voup Sci fon 
been inftructed and enabled to doe welk And be» CON WE, (F non bohere ſemina in ſe 
foreany ſperial revelarion\made, or any particular tm, Uni matt? uſed fie os Evan. 
covenant etaRed ( before the encloſure of a parti- gcb! Chrifti val fapienter faciunt aliqua vel 
cular People or Qhureh, the confmement of God's Js 0s He. i Gales 1, 
extraordinary preſence and providence to one place ) divine grace ap- 
pears diffuſed vver ſeveral Nations, being watchfull in' guiding 'and mo- 
vinig) ment& good, and withdrawing them from evil; neicher>i8 there | 
_ reaſon whyſſuch an appropriation of ſpecial graces and bleſſings {upon 
ſpecial realors ) unto fome ſhould be conceived to limit” or .contra&t 
God's general favour, or to withdraw his ordinary graces trow' others. 
God (orely {who ts gn; © tm rich in mercy; yea, bath aupeaa Eph. x. 4. 
Arm Netw yeorres { af exceſruve riches of Ant not 10: poor or Eph. 2. 7- 
parſanonious, that being liberal ro ſome ſhould render him ſparing to- 
ward others ; his grace 1s not like the Sea, which =, co rmram credimus & pilf 
if it overflow upon one ſhore, mult therefore retire ſims confiremur , "_ nunquam univerſi- 
rom 
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from another; if it grow deep in one place, muſt 
become ſhallower in another. 7s the Sprrit of the 
Lord ſtraitned ? it isa queſtion in * Micah ; and, s 
my hand ſhortned at all, that it cannot redeem ?' is 
another queſtion in Efay. No :'Thg Lord's hand s 
ot ſhortned. that it cannot ſave, 'nor hu ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear ; at any time, in any place ; he is no {els able, noe(s 
ready than he ever was to afford help to his poor creatures, wherever 
it is needfull, or opportune. As there was of old an A#imelech among 
the Philiſtines, whom God by ſpecial warning deterr'd from commiſſion 
of ſin; a divine Melchiſedeck among the Canaanites; a diſcreet and ho- 
neſt Jethro in Madiav; a very religious and vertuous Job.in Arabia; who 
by complying with God's grace did evidence the communicat:on there- 
of in ſeveral Nations; ſo it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe the like cauſe 
now, although we cannot by like atteſtation certify concerning the par- 
KeY ieurls ticular. effefts thereof. We may at leaſt diſcern and ſhew very conſpi- 
inp pt: -cuous footſteps of divine grace,” working in part, and;producing no 

deſpicable fruits of moral vertue (of juſtice and honeſty, temperance 


tati hominum proray PR—_—_ cara 
verit. Quem ? exceprum Fa 
= ſpecialibus ad pietatem direxerit inf 
tutis, nullj tamen nationi hotmnum bontta- 
tis ſue dona ſubtraxit , &yc. De Vocat. 
Gent. I. 5. 
F Mic. S» 7, | If. $gOs 2» $9. Is 


Gen. 20» Ef 
264 8. 


Exod; 18. 


pla 769 fas 

alwa, Cem: and ſobriety, benignity and bounty, courage and conſtancy in worthy 

AX. enter priſes, meekneſs, patience; modeſty ; prudence and diſcretion, yea 

of piety and devotion in ſome manner) even among 

Matalem vitam hmeftare poſſunt, «ter-. Pagans, which if we do not allow to have been in all 
nam conferre non poſſunt. Proſper in Col- refincts 


Ie. aj 8 | ſo complete,as to inſtate the perſonsendew- 


ed with them,or praQtiſers of them inGod's favour,or 
to bring them to ſalvation; yet thoſe qualities and 
ations (in degree, or in matter at leait, fo good, 
and fo conformable to God's law ) we can hardly 
deny to have been the gifts of God, and the effe&s 
of divine grace ; they at leaſt themſelves acknow- 


( Prodeſſe ad ſalutem. Aug. Proſper, 
Fulgent, (9c. ) 

New vir magnus fine aliquo afflatn di- 
vino unquam ſuit. of de Nat. deorum IL. 
ſub fin. 


Sen. EM. 73: _.. 
——xe ſecundum juſtitie regulam non 
ſolimm wituperare non poſſunmns , ſed etiam 


| edged ſo much ; ( for Nuſa fine Deo mens bona eff, 


No mind is good without God, ſaid Seneca ; and Sa 
Moiee, pdiverm Wager yy run h agern, os maggyw®), 


_ releque laudamns. Plat. Menon. T7 y jp 
OE : Vertue appears to proceed from a divine diſpemgtion 
SO OT to them, wo ms 6 of it, ſaid Socrates) = | Sou 
5a (Uo, d pupiocnrioiu es werelys Þ axegs dovrii a, Tl tal Kay 
Meiay xgRuppuonulvay, Nov?) Euvenancs RNs x, cnioggs Þ 6 mz Ya- 
Ti&g T2 xeciilw fowl x, yeereyns. The beſt-natured.ſouls being conſt i- 
tuted in the middle between the higheſt vertue and extreme wickedneſs, 
do need God to be their ſuccourer and afiſtant in the inclining and leadi 
them to the better fide ; faith Max. Tyr. XXII. St. Auſtin himſelf, who 
ſeems the leaſt favourable in his judgment concerning their actions and 
— Dei dna. ſtate, who calls their vertues bur images and ſhadows of vertue (ox ve- 
Frm 13% ras, fed verifemiles) ſplendid fins; acknowledges thoſe vertuous diſpo- 
; ſitions and deeds to be the gifts of God, . to be laudable, to procure ſome 
"reward, to avail ſo far, that they, becauſe of them, ſhall receive a 
more. tolerable and mild treatment from divine juſtice 3 which thi 
conſidered, ſuch-perſons do at leaſt by virtue of grace imparted to them 
obtain ſome part of ſalvation, or an a prone kind of ſalvation, which 
they owe to our Lord, and in regard whereto he may be called in a fort 
their Saviour. menos | 


But 


+L0 
©2388 


mir. Minis, Fabri- 
punzetur, . =o ON 
fed & veris virtu- 


deviando. Aug. 


ted ot 


God's Spirit 


. no more'than one 


cannot aleie: any evident inſtances of perſons converted or ſaved by 
virtue of this grace ( this parcior eccultiorque gratia, more ſparing and 
ſecret grace, as the good Writer de Yocatione Gentium calls it) are 
we forced tq grant there were none ſuch; but as in /rael when Elias ſaid 1 Kings 15: 
the children of /ſrae{ have farjates God's Covenant, thrown down his Al- © 
tars, and lain his Prophets with the ſword; And I, 7 onely am left ; there 
were yet in {ſrael, living clpſely, ſeven thouſand knees, who had not bowed 
to Baal :: ſo. among the generations of men, commonly overgrown with 
ignorance and impiety,. there might (for all that we can know) be di- 
vers perſons; -indifcernible ro common view, who by complying with i 
the influences of God's grace have obtained competently to know God, 4 
and to reverence him; fincerely to love goodneſs, and hate wickedneſs ; I 
wi an honeſt heart, to. obſerve the laws of reaſon and righteouſneſs ; 
in ſuch a manner and. degree, which God might accept ; fo that the 
grace afforded might not onely ſufficere omnibus in teſtimonium ( ſuffice 
to convince all men ) but quibuſdam in remedinm ( to correth and cure 
ſome ) as that Writer de Yoc, Gent. ſpeaks. The conſideration of Gad's 
nature and. providence doth ſerve. farther to perſuade the truth of this 
aſſertion... If God be rich ## mercy and bounty toward all his creatures, Pal. 145. 5. 
| as ſach (and ſuch he frequently aſſerts himſelf to be) if he be all-pre- 
' ſent, and all-provident,, as he CTY is, how can we conceive him to 


ſtand as an ynconcerned ſpeftatour of what men doe, in affairs of this 


conſequence ? that he ſhould be preſent beholding men to run precipi- 

rantly into deſperate miſchicts and miſcarriages, without offering to ſtay 

or obſtru&.chem; ſtruggling with their vices and follies, without affor- 

ding them any relicf or furtherance 4. aſſaulted by ſtrong temptations, 

without. yielding any ſupport or fuccour ; panting. after reſt and eaſe, 
without vouchlafing ſome guidance. and afliſtence toward the — 

| them ? 
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Rom .11- 33: Whom' God's judgments are inſcruta 
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ncibly erring 
Halwift fays of 


, 


he #38 fi 


being reconci- 
nd men, Chriſt Teſu. He 

alſo, that is ſo bountiſull and indulgent toward all men in regard to their 

Pal. 103- 4+ bodies and temporal ſtate ; who. preſerveth their life from deſtruction, 
Pal. 145-16. Who proteReth them continually trom danger and nuſchief; who openerh 
Pal. 107: 9. his hand, and ſatigfeth the defires of every living thing ; who ſat#sfteth the 
Aft 14. 17- longing ſoul, and fileth the hungry foul we ineſs. Who (as St. Paul 
| ſpeaketh) f4eth mens hearts with food and gladneſs, i8'it likely that he' 
ould alrogether negle&t their ſpiritual welfare ; and leave their ſouls 

utterly deſtiture of all tuſtenance or comfort ; that he ſhould ſuffer them 

to lie fatally expoſed to eternal death and ruine; without offering any 

means of redreſs or recovery ? to conceive ſo of God, Tfeemed very un- 

Max. Tyr. reaſonable even to a Pagan jad fc : Do you think (faith Max. Ty- 


E 


a. XXIF. rius ) that divination, poetry and ſuch like things are by divine inſpira- 
tion infinuated into mens ſouls, and that wertue (ſo much better, and fo 

much rarer a thing) the work of moral art ? Tou 
— mg &&10v voulers T Y70v, wes have forſooth a worthy concert of God ; who take him 
& me p2iMe 18ha5 oy epdres mptrd= 21 Ze LL oral in beftowing mean things, and W of 


£3 £ & 


better things. He that (as St. Paul faith ) giveth 
to all men life, breath and all TR e with- 
hold from any that beſt of gifts, and moſt worthy of him to give, that 
grace, whereby he may be able to ſerve him, to praiſe him, ro glorify 
him ; yea to pleaſe and gratify him ; to fave a creature and ſubject of 
48s 14-17 his; the thing wherein he ſo much delightech'? From hence alſo, that 
Rom. «. 19. God hath vouchſafed general teſtimonies of his goodneſs, inducements 
2 I5, to ſeek him, footſteps whereby he may be diſcovered and known, a light 
of reaſon and law of nature written upon mens hearts ; attended with 
ſatisfa&tions, and checks of conſcience ;' fo many diſpoſitions to know- 
ledge and obedience ( as St. Paw/ teacheth us) we may colle&t that he is 
not deficient in communicating interiour aſſiſtences, promoting the good 
uſe and improvement of thoſe talents; for that otherwiſe rhe beſtowing 
them is fruſtraneous and uſeleſs ; being able ro produce no good effect ; 
yea it rather is an argument of unkindneſs, being apt onely ro produce 
an ill effe& in thoſe, upon whom it is conferr'd ; an aggravation of ſin, 
an accumulation of guilt and wrath upon them. 
If it be faid, that having fuch grace is inconſiſtent with the want of 
an explicit knowledge of Chrif, and of faith in him ; why may not we 
ſay, that as probably (ſo St. Chryſoftome, vid. Mont. App. 7.) moſt good 


&0uty2), mens 5 nm ATTL, & meV + | 
AQs 17. 25s ; 


people before our Lord's coming received grace without any ſuch know- 
ledge or faith ; that as to Idiots and Tnfants our Saviour's meritorious per- 
formances are applied (in a manner -unknowable by us ) without fo 
much as a capacity 'to know or believe any thing ; that fo we ( to 
able, and his ways uninveſtigable ) 
know not how grace-may be communicated unto, and Chriſt's merits 
may avail for other ignorant perſons ? in. reſpe ro whom we may ap- 
John r. 5: ply that of St. Fohn : The light ſhineth in darkneſs, and the darkneſs com- 
prehended it not. However that ſuch perſons may have a PRDR pa- 
citying 
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knocketh it ſhall be opened : The heavenly Father will | the Holy Spirit 3: 


Puto quod pins ſenſus non debeat in ea 
gueſtione turbari, quam de omnium (9 non 
omnium hominum converſione generatur 3 fi 
ug clara ſunt non de his que occul- 


ſiftimus clauſis excludamur ab apertis, Oc- #8 


things que þ we be not excluded from thoſe, which 

are open and plain : which in effect is the ſame with this ; that ſince we 
are plainly taught, that our Lord is the Saviour of all men; and it is 
conſequent thence that he hath procured grace ſufficiently capacifying 
all men to obtain ſalvation ; we need not perplex the buſineſs, or ob- 
{cure fo apparent a truth by debating how that grace is imparted ; or 
by labouring overmuch in reconciling the diſpenſation thereof with 
other diſpenfations of providence. 
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Sermon XII - 


* 
thi Sree: aa a—c V —— 


THE 


DOCTRINE 


OF 


Univerſal Redemption 


' ASSERTED and EXPLAIN'D. 


I TIM. IV. 10. 


——The living God; who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially 
of thoſe that believe. 


Y _ 
1 
"0 


5. WES@S is the Saviour of all men, as the condudter of all men into 
_ and through the way of ſalvation. It is a very proper title, and 
moſt due to thoſe'brave Captains, who by their wiſedom and va- 
Jour have freed their Countrey from ſtraits and oppreſſions. So:were 
thoſe Judges and Princes, who anciently delivered 7/rael from their ene- 
mies, commonly ſtyled : 7» the time of their trouble ( ſay the Levites Net. g. 27: 
in Nehemiah) when they cried unto thee thou heardeſt them from heaven, 
and according to thy manifold mercies thou gaveſt them Saviours, who ſaved 
them out of the hand of the mw ; ſo are Othnicl and Ehud particularly Judg. 3. 
called ; and Moſes ſignally : The ſame (faith St. Stephen of him) did op 
God ſend to be Soyo #,, Nrteurlw, a Commander and a Saviour (or Re- 
Ooo?z deemer) 
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eemer ) to the children of Iſrael; tor that he by a worthy and happy 
condutt did free them from the Egyptian ſlavery. 1 thus was Deme- * 
trius by the Athentans (for his delivering them from the Macedontan ſub- 
jeQion, and reſtoring their liberty to them) grneys dvipwunvc ® 
a Benefattour and Savtour. Thus with grekte Frealon is 
Heb. 2.10. as being &pynys D owTHCIZG, the wh 0g of Salvation ( ſo he is called by 
AR. 3.15. the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ) apyny 5 Cwng ( the Captain of life, as Saint 
Heb. 12. 2- Peter names him, the chit leader unto eternal life) epyny%; m5ews (the 
Rom. 1. 16. Captain of our faith ; he that hath revealed that faving dof&rine, which 


AQ. 5.31- St, Peter in the Ads : Him hath God exalted apyryw *, owriieg, as a 


diſtin&tly conſider. 

6. Feſus is the Saviour of all men ( we fay ) as having perfealy diſ- 
covered and demonſtrated the way, and means of ſalvation; the gratious- 
purpoſes of God concerning it ; the duties required by God in order to 
it; the great helps and eacouragernents t6 ſeek it ; the mighty deter+ 

ments from negl&ting it; the whole will of God, and eandertinent of 

man in relatiort thereto; briefly, all ſaving truths he hath revealed unto 

Col. 1. 28. all men ; my/ſterres of truth, which were hidden from ages and genera- 
Rom: 1925: 4/05, Which no fancy of man could invent, no underſtanding could 
reach, no reaſon could by diſcuſſion clear {concerning the nature, pro- 

vidence, will and purpoſe of God ; the nature, original and ſtate of 

man ; concerning the laws and rules of practice, the helps thereto, the 

rewards thereof, whatever is important tor us to know 1n order to hap- 

pineſs) he did plainly diſcover, and bring to light ; he did with valid 

ſorts of demonſtration afſert and confirm. The doing which (as having 

ſo much efficacy toward falvation, and being ordinarily fo neceſlary 

Jan. 5-20 thereto) is often called ſaving ; as particularly by St. Fames ; when he 
faith : Ze that turns a ſinner from the errour of his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul 

: Tim. 4. 16. from death. And by St. Pant: T7, ake heed to thy word and dodtrine, for 
fo doing thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf, and thy hearers. That oyr Lord hath 

thus ( according to his deſign, and according to reaſonable eſteem) /a- 

1 Cor. 9.22. ved all men, we are authorized by the holy Scriprare to ſay ;; for he is 
me ET there repreſented to be the light of the world ; the true light that en- 
ovglow © lightneth every man, coming into the world ; the day-ſpring from on high, 
ume which hh vijited us, to give light to them that fit zm darkneſs and the 
by 1. 9s. ſhadow of death, and to guide our feet in the way of peace. By him rhe 
Luk. 1-79 ſaving grace of God hath appeared unto all men. By hum ( as Eſay pro- 
2% 2:17* phefied, and St. Joby the Baptiſt applied it) al fleſh did ſee the ſalva- 
2 Tim. 1. 10. #foy of God. Of him it was allo forerold ( as St. Paul reacheth us) 7 
Lak, LE have ſet thee for the light of the Nations, that thou ſhouldeſt be for ſalua- 
Eph. 2. 17. 740m unto the ends of the earth. Coming he preached peace Tot; uzxegy x, 
os £yſvs ( longe lateque ) to them that were far, and them that were 
Joh. 9. 5. near, that is, to al men every-where. While 1am m the World, ſaid he, 
T am 


Serm.XLI 


. T amthe light of the world; ſhining, like'the San, indiiferently unto all ;- 
and when he withdrewtis corporal preſence, he farther virtually dittu- 
ſed his light, for he ſent his meſlengergwith a general commitſion and 
command to teach all men concerning the benefirs procured tor them, 
and.the duties required: rom them :' Going into the world, make all na- Matt. 28. 19, 
tions diſciples, teaching them to otferve all that I commanded you. Going yg. 6, 15 
into the world, preach the Goſpel unto every creature (or to the whole crea- 
tion: ) So it ought to be, that in his name ſhould be preached repentance Luk. 24. 47. 
and remiſſion of fins unto al] Nations. And, ſuch was the tcnour of the 
Apoſtolical commiſſion ; Thou ſhalt be witneſs for him toward all men ; &. 22. 15: 
faid Ananzias to St. Paul. Accordingly, in compliance with thoſe orders, ** 25 27: 
_ did the Apoſtles, in God's name, inſtruct and admonith all men, plainly 
teaching, ſeriouſly 4nviting to, {irongly perfuading, and earfle{tly en- 
treating all: men to embrace the truth, and enjoy rhe benefits of the 
Goſpel, and conſequently to be ſaved : 7he, times of ignorance -( faith a8. 17. 32. 
St. Paul ) God having winked at, doth now invite all men every-where to 
repent; And, We are Ambaſſadours for Chriſt, as thoagh God did beſeech 2 Cor. . 25. 
you by us, We pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be reconciled 10 God — we pray you, 
you as members of that world, which God was in Chrift reconciling to 
himſelf; And, We preach Chriſt — Warning every man, and teaching Coloſl. 1. 23, 
every man in all wiſedom, that we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt AR. 2. 40. 
Feſus ( or render every man a goed Chriſtian.) Thus was the Goſpel ac- 
cording to our Saviour's intent and order preached ( as St. Paul faith of 
it) e» toy Th wie Ti x0 I Beg , in the whole creation under Co. x. 13, 
heaven; thus did God ſhew, that he would have a// men to be ſaved, 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth ; whence our Lord ( in regard r Tim. 2. 4. 
to the nature and deſign of his performance in this kind ) is the com- 
mon Saviour, as the common Maſter of truth, and enh1ghtner of the Joh. 1. 18. 
world, and proclaimer of God's will to mankind. 

If now it be inquired or objected ; why then 1s not the Goſpel revea- 
ted unto all men ; how comes it to paſs that no ſound of this ſaving 
word, no glimpſe of this heavenly light doth arrive to many Nations ? 
how can fo general and large intention conſiſt with fo particular 
and ſparing execution? what benefit can we imagine them capable to Luk. r. 14. 
receive from this performance of our Saviour, who ſtill do fit in rotal Mat-4 15: 
ignorance of the Goſpel, in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death ; Zow can © VF 
they call upon him, in whom they believe not 5 and how can they believe in 
him, of whom they have not heard ? 


ds a. 


To this ſuggeſtion I anſwer 


I. That God's intentions are not tobe interpreted, nor his per- 
formances eſtimated by events, depending on the contingency of hu- 
mane aCtions, but by his own declarations and precepts, together with 
the ordinary proviſion of competent means, in their own nature ſuffi- 
cient to produce thoſe effects, which he declares himſelf to intend, or 
to perform. What he reveals. himſelf to deſign he doth really deſign ir, 
What he ſays, that he performeth, he (according to moral eſteem, that 
is ſo far as to ground duties of gratitude and honour, proceedings of jul- 
tice and reward) doth perform, although the thing upon other accompts 
be not effected. | 


Thus 


OR: . 
A 


ME 


Fj be Doftrine of Univerſal Redemption vol.1It. 


Thus for inſtance, God would hae all men to live together herein 
omfortably, chearfully ; ac- 


peace, in order, in health, conveniently, -eomfor 
cording to reaſon, with verfue, and juſtice ; and in the. beſt ſlate to- 
ward happineſs ; for theſe purpoſes he hath endewed them with reaſo- 
nable faculties, he hath engraven on their minds a natural law, he hath 
furniſhed them with all ſorts of inſtruments and helps conducible to thoſe 
ends, he promoteth them by diſpenſations of providence, and '(proba- 
bly ) by internal influences of grace ; yet often all thoſe means ( by the 
perverſeneſs and ſtupidity of men) do prove ineffectual, ſo that wars, 
diſorders, diſeaſes, vices, iniquities and oppreſlions, troubles and miſe- 
ries do commonly abound in the world. Likewiſe God deſires, that in 
his Church knowledge and piety , peace and charity, and good order 

ſhould grow and flouriſh ; to which purpoſes he hath appointed Tea- 
chers to inſtruc, and Governours to watch over his people ; he hath 
obliged each man to adviſe and admonith his brother ; he hath declared 
holy precepts and rules of praCtice; he hath propounded vaſt encou- 
ragements and rewards, and threatned dreadfull puniſhments ; he hath 
promiſed, and doth afford requiſite aſſiſtences ; being himſelf always 
preſent and ready to promote thoſe ends by his grace ; yet notwithſtan- 
ding by the voluntary neglect or abuſe of theſe means (the guides being 
blind, negligent, unfaithtull ; or the people being indocile, ſluggiſh, re- 
fraQtary ; or both perverted with bad affections) often ignorance, er- 
rour and impiety prevail, love is cool and dead, ſchiſms and factions are 
rife in the Church. Which events are not to be conceived derogatory to 
God's good-will and good intentions, or to his kind and carefull provi- 
dence toward men; but we are notwithſtanding to eſteem and acknow- 
tedge him the authour and donour of thoſe good things; in reſpedt to 
them no leſs bleſſing and praiſing him, than if they were really accom- 
pliſhed by man's concurrence and compliance ; he having done his part 
in that due meaſure and manner, which wiſedom prompts; having in- 
deed done the ſame, as when they are effeted. So God having expreſly 
declared that he would have all men to know and embrace the Goſpel, 
having made a univerſal promulgation thereof, having ſent forth Apoſtles 
to diſſeminate it every-where, having obliged every man to confer his 
beſt endeavour toward the propagation thereof ; if by the want of fide- 
lity, zeal, or induſtry in them, to whom this care 1s intruſted, or upon 
whom this duty is incumbent ; or if by the careleſneſs and ſtupidity 
of thoſe, who do not regard what is done in the world ;. or if by 
mens voluntary ſhutting their eyes, or ſtopping their ears ( as the Fews 
did of old to the Prophetical inſtru&ions and admonitions ) God's 
heavenly truth becometh not univerſally known ; *tis not reaſonable to 


impute this defailance to God, or to conceive him therefore not univer- 


fally to deſire and deſign mens inſtruftion and falvation conſequent there- 
on. Let me ( for the illuſtration of this matter ) put a caſe, or pro- 
pound a ſimilitude. Suppoſe a great Kingdom conlfiſting of ſeveral Pro- 
vinces ſhould have revolted from their Sovereign ; diſclaiming his au- 
thority, negleCting and diſobeying his laws ; That the good Prince out 
of his goodneſs and pity toward them (and upon other good conſidera- 
tions moving him thereto, ſuppoſe the mediation of his own Son ) jn- 
ſtead of cine them with deſerved vengeance, ſhould grant a ge- 


neral pardon and amneſty , in theſe terms, or upon theſe conditions, 
that 


—_ 


_ Serm. XLI. aſſerted and explain d. 


i 


that whoever of thoſe rebels willingly ſhould come in, acknowledge his 
fault, and promiſe furur® loyalty,. or obedience to his laws declared to 
them, ſhould be received into favour, have impunity, enjoy protection, 
and .obtain-rewards from him. Farther, for the effeuating this gra- 
tious intent, fuppeſe that he ſhould appoint and commiſſionate Melten- 
gers,. impowering and charging them to divulge the purport of this act 
of grace to all the poſe of that Kingdom. Admit now, that theſe 
Meſſengers ſhould go forth , and ſeat themſelves onely in ſome Pro- 
vinces of that Kingdom, proclaiming this univerſal pardon (univerſal as 
to the deſign, and as tothe tenour thereof) onely in thoſe, neglecting 
others ; or that, ſtriving to propagate it farther, they ſhould be rejected 
and repelled ; or that from any the like cauſe the »wledge thereof 
ſhould not reach to ſome remoter Provinces; it is plain, that indeed the 
effec of that pardon would be obſtructed by ſuch a carriage of the affair; 
but the tenour of that a&t would not thereby be altered ; nor would the 
failure in execution ( conſequent upon the Miniſters or the peoples mif- 
behaviour) detract from the real amplitude of the Prince's intent ; no 
more; than, the wilfull incredulity, refafal, of non-compliance of ſome 
perſons where the buſineſs is promulged and notified, would prejudice 
the fame.” 'Tis\phin the Prince meant favourably toward all, and pro- 
vided carefully for them ; although by accident Tack imputable to him) 


the deſigned favours and benefits do not reach all. The caſe fo plainly 
, that I need not make any application. The holy Fa-. 


ſutes our purpole, th 
thers do by ſeveral like ſimilitudes endeavour to illuſtrate this matter, 


and ſomewhat to 8ffoil the difficulty. They compare' our Saviour to _ 
the Sun, who ſhines indifferently to all the world, although there be 


ſome private corners and ſecret cayes, to which his light doth not come ; 
although ſome ſhut their windows or their eyes and exclude it ; although 
ſome are blind and do not ſee it. That myſtical Sun of righteouſneſs 
( faith St. Ambroſe) is riſen to all, came to all, did ſuffer and roſe again 


PR P 


tor all— but if any. one doth not believe in Chri/e, 


he defrauds himſelf of the general benefit. As if 
one ſhutting the windows ſhould exclude the beams 
of the Sun, the Sun is not therefore not riſen to all. 
They compare our-Lord to a Phyſician, who,pro- 
feſles toxelieve and cure all, that ſhall haverecourſe 
to his help ; but doth cure -onely thoſe, who ſeek 
for remedy, and are willing to take the medicine ; 
becauſe all (faith *St. Ambroſe again) do not deſire 
cure, but moſt do ſhun it, left-the ulcer ſhould 
ſmart by medicaments, theretore walentes curat, wou 
aſtringzt. invites ; he cures anely the willing, doth 


4 


not compell thoſe that are unwill 


grace. (fay they). is like a fountain-Randing openly, 
to, which all men: have free acceſs; at which all 
ir thirſt ; if they will inquire 


men may quench then 
alter;it,, and;go thereto. 7 be fonntain of life (daith 


Arnobias,) is open #4 all; nor. any man hind 
or driven from the; right of drinking it. The cove- 


nant of. grace is (day-chey)) 2: door Kanding open 


« 


| nwilling ; they onely 
receive health, who. defire medicine. Evangelical 


| "AxgonTe. by of witxpds * dioury G 
$y pus * Ut, amixgdan nes 5 ay Cr + 
pas 61 xowey, emAduTe want > PF 
mis * tis Keuuter® up Abyw. Clem. 
Alex, Protrep. 

vg 1 that are far: hear ye that are 
near: the word 15-not hid to any : *ris a 
common 1ight; ir ſhineth to all men; 
there 1s no Cimmerian to the word. 


Nunquid non medious idcirco proponit in 


publics, ut omnes ſe oftendat velle 
ft velint. Ambr. f Tim. 2. Os 


Merique tefughnt , nf medicamentis com 
pungatur vis wiceris, ided wolentes, (gc. 
Ambr. de David. 3. 11, 
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to all, whereinto all have liberty to enter — when 
an entrance ( faith St. Ch/Yſoftome ) being opened to 
all, and there being nothing that hinders, ſome be- 


ing wilfully naught abide without, 'they have no other 


but their own wickedneſs to impute their deſtruttion 
RS i phy PR 

And again he puts the queſtion, f Chriſt ex- 
lighteneth every man that cometh into the world, 
how is it that ſo many remain unenlightend, &c. 
To which he anſwers, that if ſome, wilfuly ſhut- 
ting the eyes of their minds, will: not receive the 


beams of this light, it is pd ths the nature of light 


that thoſe remain ſtill in darkneſs, but from the 
wickedneſs of thoſe who wilfully deprive themſetves 
EE dr CO 


SmAzdau 4 Joeets mms, tours Ixgier Tile dv fey boat mu Tipeny. Chryl. in Joh. 1. homil. 7. 


.  Myticus Sol ille juftitis omnibus ortus eft, omnibus venit, omnibus paſſis eſt & omnibus reſurrexit—— ſi quis autem 
ron credit in Chriftum, generali beneficio ſe fraudat, ut ſs quis clauſis feneſtris radios ſolis excludat, mon ideo Sol non or- 
tus eft omnibus, (oc. Ambr. in Pf. 118. Ser. 8. | SEEN 


S: dies omnibus aqualiter naſcitur, & ſi Sol ſuper omnes pari (oy equali luce difſunditur, quanto magis Chriftus Sol 
(y dies verus, in Eccleſia ſua lumen vite eterne part equalitate largitur ? Cypr. Ep. 96. ; os 


e v/ as ERS Y, a 
m— os 4p Teva, os fwTs war, 


x; @por evagds, xlionws Shay —— 
Naz. Orat. 4. 


to the viciſſitude of 


\ 


St. Gregory Nazianzen refembles the grace of Bap- 
tiſm (as to its community and freedom of uſe) to 


the breathing of the air, to the reading of lipht, 
ſeaſons, to the aſpect of the creation ; things moſt 


obvious and common to all. 


If this ariſwer do not” tully fatisfie, I adjoin farther, 


Rom. T1. 28, 
28. 


Eſa. JO. 10s 


TR 


3s” oo: SRO” 7 OO 


. La 


ts ttt — 


' Nim©. & & Fw H TyXdNw cAnagIas, 5+ Odyfl. te 
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Friend, you are a fool, or a'igreat ftrauger to me, 


$31 : -who aduiſeſt me to fear or regard the Petty. 


Or (which is the fame) with Pharaob': Who is the Lord, that I ſhould Exad. . 3. 

obey his woice 2] know not the Lord, neither will 1 tet 1ſtael go, (or nei- 

ther: will-1 doe'as you in God's name admoniſh'me) who like that'un- Pror. r. 24 

Happy Prince, by no efficacy of arguments, no wonders of power are 

to: be convinced of their folly, or converted from their wickedneſs : 

forme, like thoſe 'of Chorazix and Bethſaida, whom not all the powerfull 

difequrſes ſpoken to them, all che mighty works done in them, ſuffici- 

enttd have brought 7yre and $:4oz to repentance)! can induce to mind Luk. 11. 33; 

or obey the trurh : unto which ſort of people (except upon ſome parti- | 

cular occaſions, and for ſpecial reaſons) it is not expedient that divine 

truch: ſhould be expoſed. - We may atlſp obſerve how our Lord being 

asked by St./Fude a queſtion like to ours }/ Lord how ws: 3t that thou wilt Joh. 14. 23. 

manifeſt thy felf unto us and not to the world ? thus reſolves it: If a 

man love me he will keep. my words, and my Father will love him, and we 

wiff come unto him aud make our abode with him : wnplying the ordinary 

reaſon of Gad's making a difference in the diſcoveries ot humſelf ro be 

the previous difpofition ahd behaviours of men toward God ; and inter- 

pretatively toward our Lord himſelf. 

Phat God doth commonly obſerve this method (plainly: ſatable to di- 

vine juſtice, wiſedom and goodneſs) to diſpenſe the revelation of his 

truth according to mens diſpoſition. to.receive it, and aptnels to make 

2 fruitfull and worthy uſe of it, to bring forth fruits worthy of repen- Matt. 3.8. 

tance, as Saint John Baptiſt ſpake ; and to withhold it from thoſe who "<= 7 

ar&indifpoſed to admit it, or unfit to profit by it : we may trom divers 

expreſs paſſapes and notable inſtances ( beſide many probable intimati- 

ons) of Scripture learn. We may on the one hand obſerve, that thoſe 

whom our Saviour .did chuſe-to call, were perſons dilpoſed'eafily upon 

his call to comply: to torſake their Fathers, and their nets ; to leave Matt. 4 18. 

their -receipts of cuſtome; to relinquiſh all ( relations, occupations, OECGI0- 

eſtates) and to'follow him ; faithfull /rae/ztes, without guile, like Na- Luk. 19.8, g. 

thanael (that is; as is probably conjeftured St. Bartholowew ) men ho- Joi ”, 

neſtty devout, and charitable, like Zacheus.; that he choſe to converſe Mare. ar. 31. 

with publicans and ſinners, men apt to be convinced of their errours, Luk. 5. 31. 

and touched with the ſenſe of rheir fins ; apt to ſee their need of mercy 

and grace, and therefore ready to entertain the overtures of them : that 

he bleſſes God for revealing his myſteries to babes (to innocent and 

well-meaning, imprejudicate and uncorrupted perſons) ſuch as if men 

were not they. could in no-wiſe enter into the Kingdom of heaven, or 

become Chriſtians ; thoſe poor in ſprrit, of whom is the Kingdom of heg- Mac. 18. 3; 

ven; thoſe fooliſh things, which God chuſes as moſt fit objects 29-4 

of his mercy and grace : that he enjoin'd his Diſciples, in their tra- x Cor. 3s, 

. vels for the promulgation and propagation of: the Goſpel, to inquire 

concerning: the worthineſs or fitneſs of perſons, and accordingly to 

make more cloſe applications to them : ( Into what City or Village ye Matt. 10. 11, 
| Ppp enter, 


Serm. XLI. aferted and explain'd., an 


a3, 


2: 
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enter, enquire who therein is worthy; and entring in abide there)- of this 
proceeding we have a notable inſtance in Cornelius, who for his hor 
piety (correſpondent to the proportion. of knowledge vouc him) 
was ſo acceptable to God, that in regard thereto he obtained from him 
the revelation of truth in a peculiar and extraordinary manner. - And St. 
Paul was another moſt remarkable example thereof; who for the like rea- 
ſon was ſo wonderfully called, as himſelf intimates, deſcribing himſelf to 
A8s 22-3- have been CnAwri; $8, zealouſly affetted toward God; according tothe righ- 
of. 6, 7eouſneſs in the Jaw, Blameleſs ; one that had continually * behaved himſelf 
* Ilemal- with af good conſcience toward God; who even in the perſecution of God's 
Tv; ,, ruth did proceed with an honeſt meaning and according to his conſci- 
Gal. 1. 14. ence, for which cauſe he faith, that God had mercy on him; foreſecing 
aas 26, how willingly he would embrace the truth, and how earneſtly promote 
EE may alſo obſerve, how in the As of the Apoſtles, the Holy Spirit 
/ commonly direed the Apoſtles to ſuch places, where a competent num- 
Luke 9. 62. ber of people were well diſpoſed to receive the truth ; who were &.9r7a 
AQs 13 48: cic 7 Pacinmiey ms 8, well-diſpoſed to the Kingdom of heaven, and con- 
A&s 17.11. ſequently by God's foreſight , (ley iro Gs Colw akwnor) ordained to 
AAts 28. 28. have the word of eternal lite (the 7d ow7rheio» Sx8, as it is 1n a parallel place 
called) diſcovered to them ; ſuch-people as the Ber@avs, men ingenuous 
and traQtable; who conſequently entertained the word, wile _ Tgo- 
-$vjuizs, With all promptitude and alacrity. To ſuch perſons Godſome- 
A8s 18. 9. times by extraordinary revelation direQted the Apoſtles to preach; as to 
' the Corinthians, in reſpect to whom, the Lord ſpake tot. Paul in aviſi- 
on, ſaying, Fear not, but ſpeak and be not filent, for 1 amwith thee, be- 
Cauſe ——ToAvs Br punt Aaks, there is forme much people in thu City ; much 
people, whom I ſee diſpoſed to comply with my truth. So-in behalf of 
Ads 16. 1c. the Macedonians, avie m; MaxaSvv, a certain man of Macedonia was in a 
viſion ſeen to St. Paul, exhorting him and ſaying, Paſſing into Macedo-. 
mia help us : thus on that baile doth God take ſpecial care that his 
truth be manifeſted to ſuch, as are fitly qualified to embrace it and 
uſe it well: thus is God ready to make good that anſwer of Po- 
Euſeb. V. 1. thinus ( Biſhop of Lions, and unmediate ſucceſſour to St. /renezw ) 
to the Prefett, who asking him who was the Chriſtians God, was an- 
ſwered, tay is 22:@. yywon, If thou be worthy, thou ſhalt know; thus (as 
Sap. 6.16, the Wiſe-man divinely faith) the divine wifedom, a$izs autiis megilgytley 
Cmreoz, Goeth about ſeeking ſuch as are.worthy of her ; ſheweth her ſelf 
favourable unto them in their ways, and meeteth them in every thought. _ 
And on the other hand, that God withholds the ſpecial diſcoveries of 
his truth, upon account of mens indiſpoſitions and demerits, may like- 
wiſe very plainly appear. We may ſuppoſe our Lord to have obſerved 
Matt. 5.6. himſelf, what he ordered to his Diſciples; Not to give that which u holy to 
dogs, nor to caſt their pearlsbefore ſwine (not to expoſe the holy and pre- 
tious truth to very ht and fierce people, who would ſnarlat it and tram- 
Marr, 10. 11. ple upon it)” we may allow God in his diſpenſation of his truth and grace 
to doe, what he bids the Apoſtles to doe: before he enters into any houſe, 
* 'Ec+nic6- Or applies himſelf toany perſon, to * examine whether the houſe or perſon 
- be worthy; that is willing to receive him, and apt to treat him well; if not, 
Marr. 6. 5. to decline them. Our Lord we ſce did leave even his own Countrey, ſee- 
ing men there were not diſpoſed to uſe him with due honour and regar, 
ſceing they were poſſeſſed with vain prejudices, apt te obſtruttheefhic; 
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p. ADR 


of his divine inſt 


uRions and miraculous performances ;"ſo that he was 
not likely (according to the ordinary way of divine providence) to produce 
any conſiderab! e effed towards their converſion. He could not (it is 
ſaid) doe. many miracles there , becauſe of their unbelief ; he could nor, 

that is (according tothe moſt juſt and wiſe rules he did obſerve, he would 

not doe them; becauſe he perceived the doing them would not conduce 

to any.good purpoſe ; that they were not apt to look upon thoſe works 

as the effects of divine power and goodneſs, . performed for their benefit 

( for inducing them to faith and repentance) but rather that the doing 

them would expoſe God's mercy to contempt or reproach, at leaſt to 

negle& or diſregard. 'Henee our Saviour declined converſing with per- 

ſons indifpoſed to (thoſe-Jwywmer, who cannot JEyiDoy mz TH mvwual) 1 Cor. 2. 14: 
receive benefit by his inſtruction and example; to grow wiſer or better by | 
his converſation; as the Phariſees and Scribes ; men prepoſſeſied with mars. 21. 31. 
corrupt opinions and*vitious affeCtions, ' obſtruftive to the belief of his 

doQrine, and obſervance of his laws; and worldly perſons ; proud and | 
ſelfconceited, crafty and deceitfull, covetous, ambitious and worldly men, 
incorrigibly tinQured with that pe gre Th; oxencs, carnal wifedom and Rom. 8. 7, 
affeftion , Which.u enmity to God; ſo that it is not ſubjett to the law of God, 

2or can be ; inextricably engaped in the friendſhip of the World, which is James 4. 4. 
enmity to God : Fo ſuch men the Goſpel would certainly be a ſcandal of 2J9hn 2- 15: 
a folly : they would never be able to reliſh or digeſt the doErine of pu- i Cor. 1. 23. 
rity, ſelf-denial, patience, and the like do@trines oppoſite to carnal ſenſe 
and conceit which it teacheth.- From ſuch wiſe and prudent men (con- Matt. 11: 25: 
ceited of their little wiſedoms, and doting upon their own fancies) God 

did conceal thoſe heavenly myſteries ; which they would have deſpiſed x Cor. r. 25. 
and derided : Thoſe many wiſe according tv the fleſh, many powerfull, many James 2. 5. 
»oble, God did not chuſe to call into his Church: accordingly we may 

obſerve in the hiſtory of the Apoſtles, that God's Spirit did prohibit the A- 

poſtles paſſing through ſome places, it diſcerning how unſucceſsfull(at thoſe 

ſeaſons, in thoſe circumſtancesaccording to thoſe difpoſitions of men)their 
preaching would be : Paſiing through Phrygia and Galatia, being hindred by as 15.6. 
the$pit:t to ſpeak the word in Afia; coming to Myfta, they aſſayed to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit ſuffered them not. Moreover there is plainly the 

like reaſon, why God ſhould withhold his ſaving truth from ſome people, 
as why he ſhould withdraw'it from others;* when it is abuſed or proves 

fruitleſs : but of fuch withdrawing we have many plain inſtances, attended 


with the declaration of the reaſons of them, Our Zord propheſied thus war. 21. 42; 


concerning th e Fews; I Jay unto you, . that the Kingdom of God ſhall be ta- 

ken from you and ſhall be given to a nation doing the frutts thereof ; they 

when our Saviour would have gathered them under his wings willfully re- 
fuſing. Our Lord charged his Diſciples, when by any they were repul- Mart. i. 14. 
ſed or negleCed in their preaching, to leave thoſe perſons and places, 

' ſhakingoff the duſt from their feet, in token of an utter (cis uaglveto tn Luke g. s. 
zgr8s.) deteſtation and deſertion of them : and accordingly we ſee them as :3. 52. 
practiſing in their Ads ; when they perceived men -perverfely contra- 48s 18. 6. 
dictious, or deſperately ſenfeleſs and ſtupid, fo that they clamonred againſt 
the Goſpel, and thruſt it from them, they abſtained from farther dealing 
with-them,. turning their endeavours other-where, toward perſons of a 
more docileand ingenuous temper; thence more ſuſceptive of Faith and 
repentance: To you (fay Paul and Barnabas to the contradicting and re- Ad 13. 45. 
Ppp 2 _ proachfull** 25 
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proachfull Fews) it was neceſſary that the word of God ſhould firſt have bees 

ſpoken, but ſeeing you put it from you (or thruſt it away from you, anwYG- 

Apoc, 2. 6. 6 ao) and ind e your ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, we turn to the 
oc. 2. $ &J | ; ; 

Gentiles. So when the Church of Epheſus was grown cold in charity, 

and deficient in good works, God threatens to remove her Candleſtick ; 

or to withdraw from her that light of truth, which ſhone with ſo little be- 


If. 66. 3+ 


Jer. $. 25s 
Baſ. in Pl. 33» 


in whom the God of this world (that is as St, Cl ay" 
the Devil, but the good God himſelf) hath blam: 


dinary proviſion) but in a proper and fit Laſer - (in that x9125% wneds- 
Ixl Gr acceptable time and day of ſalvation,when he ſeeth men ca " 
EG, receiving 
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receiving them) which ſeaſon commonly dependeth upon man's will 

and choice, or the reſults of them. KeJoAs 4d 5 Inte olds TH5 T2 2fius Clem. Stron. 
2. dgavav, 2, whe Gow T2. regomole ingoo Iuow, Ewrrg Jag bow * Fa Þ ok 
&x1 wiv tf 8* megs On coor Glndabril © ings Ge, Tu 

iaurs Mira wirener * for (faith Clemens Alex. in his 7th of the 
Stromata, where: he clearly and fully affirms our preſent doQtrine ) 

Our Lord is not the Saviour of ſome, and not of others : but according as 

men are fitly diſpoſed, he hath diſtributed his beneficence to all. St. Au- 

guſtine himſelf ſomewhere ſpeaketh no leſs ; or rather more : Preced;t 

aliquid in peccatoribus (faith he) quo quamvis non- | 

dum fint juſtificats, dignt efficiantur juſtificatione ; & Pp Noa 68, ® Queſt. 83. Tom, IP, 

. idem pracedit in aliis peccatoribus quo digni fint ob= Venit de occultiſimis meritis, Gc. 
tufione. But, Thi 


3. If all thefe conſiderations do not thoroughly fatisfie us concerning 
the reaſon of God's proceedings in this caſe, we may conſider that God's 
providence is infcrutable and impenetrable to us; that (according to 
the Pſalmiſt) as God's mercy u in the heavens, and his faithfulneſs reach- Pal. 36. 6, 
eth to the clouds ; fo his righteouſneſs is like the great mountains (too 
high for our reaſon to climb) and his judgments, mo abvoms, a great 
abyſs, too deep for our feeble underſtanding to fathom ; that his ways 
are more ſubtile and ſpiritual than to be traced by our dim and groſs 
ſight. So upon contemplation of a like caſe, although, as it ſeems, 
hardly ſo obſcure or unaccomptable as this, (the caſe concerning God's 
conditional rejection of that people, whom he in a ſpecial manner had 
ſo mueh and fo long favoured) St. Paul himſelf doth profeſs. That Rom. 11. 33; 
therefore although we cannot fully refolve the difficulty, we notwith- 
. ſtanding without diſtruſt ſhould adhere to thoſe poſitive and plain de- 

clarations, whereby God repreſenteth himſelf ſeriouſly deſigning and 

earneſtly deſiring, that a// men ſhould come to the knowledge of the truth ; 2 Pet. 3. 9. 
that none ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance ; not doub- 
ting but his declared mind, and his ſecret providence, although we can- 
not thoroughly diſcern or explain their conſiſtency, do yet really and 
fully conſpire. But no farther at this time. 
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— —The living God; who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially 
of thoſe that believe. F 


our Saviour was ſuch to all men by his doQrine, or the ge- 

neral diſcovery of all faving truth ; ſo may he be eſteemed. 

ſuch in regard to his exemplary praftice ; whereby upon the 

open ſtage of the world and in the common view of all that would at- 
tend unto him He did repreſent a living * rune of all goodneſs ; by imi- 
tating which, we may certainly attain ſalvation. He that will conſider 
is praQtice ſhall find it admirably fitted for general inſtruction and imi- 
tation ; calculated for all places and all ſorts of people ; ſuted to the 
complexions, to the capacities, - to the degrees, to the callings of all 
men ; fo that every ſort of men may from it draw profitable direQion, 
may 1n it find a Copy even of his particular behaviour : for He was a 


cat 


The DofAtrine of Untzerſal Redemption Vol. IL 


2 Tim. 3.15. 


* this World; yet did not withdraw hi 


"ApW39s 
(ons, 
AQS 3. 15+ 


1 Pet. 2. 21, 

Heb. 12. 2+ 
1 Pet. 5. 4- 
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great Prince , illuſtrious in birth, excellent in glory, and abounding in 
all wealth, yet was born in obſcurity, lived without pomp, and ſeemed | 
to poſſeſs ngthing 3,60 teaching men of high rank to be ſober;\mild and 
humble, nd tg reſtn, not to regay $oÞgangeting to the 
accommodations ant ſhews of worldly | | thoſ& of mean de- 
gree to be patient, content and chearfull in their ſtation. He was ex- 
ceedingſy wiſe and knowing, without bound or meaſure ; yet made no 
oſtentation of extraordinary knowledge; of ſharp wit, of deep ſubtilty; 
did not vent high, dark or intricate notions; had in his praCtice no 
reaches and windings of craft or policy ; but was in- his doqrine 
very plain and intelligible , inf hip praFice very open and clear ; ſo 
that what he commonly faid or did, not onely Philoſophers and 
Stateſmen, but almoſt the ſimpleſt idiots might eafily comprehend ; 
ſo that thoſe might thence Ch not to be conceited of. their {yy 
ous w&dorm ;.;,Meſe not to Wiſcouraged in their hat 1Snoralt 
both hy ing the ce an equilly ſufficient inſtruction io all true righ 
ouſnefs, a he direction in the paths to happineſs, being there- 
by oop12 ere 6 owlnefzy, made wiſe and learned to ſalvation. He did 
not immerſe himſelf in the cares, apr engage himſelf into the buſineſſes of 
felt from the company and con- 
verſation of men: he retired often from the crowd, that he might con- 
verſe with God and heavenly things ; he put himſelf into it, that 
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vith the Publicans; whence thereby both men of contem- 
plative and quiet diſpoſitions or vocations, and men of bufie ſpirits; or 


of active lives may be guided reſpedtively © eye He i motos, ſu- 
| | | hot ole 


perciliqus, figid,” conternptuous taward ctlier men ; ſo 


poſleſſed or entangled with the World, as not to reſerve RE leiſure for 


theculture of their minds, not to employ ſome care upon the duty of piety 
and devotion; both may-learn whether 1n private retirements or 1n pub- 
lick converſation and employment eſpecially toregard the ſervice of God 
and the benefit of men; thus was the example of our Lord accommoda- 
ted for all men ; eſpecially conducting them 1n the hardeſt and rougheſt 
parts of the way leading to blils, the acclivities and aſperities of duty ; 
ſelt-denial, or neglect of worldly glory and fleſbly pleaſure, patience, 
humility, general charity ; ſhewing us the poſſibility of performing ſuch 
duties, and encouraging us thereto. Through theſedifhcult'and dangerous 
paſſages (as a reſolute Cheiftain of life) he undauntedly marched before 
us, charging, beating back, and breaking through all oppoſite forces ; 
all enemies, all temptations, 'all obſtacles ; enduring painfully th&rmoſt 
furious aſfaults of the World ; boldly withſtanding and happily con- 
quering the moſt malitious rage of Hell ; fo that victory and 7 a 
we ſhall be certain of if we' purſue his ſteps, and do not baſely (out of 
faintneſs or falſhood) deſert fo good a leader; we ſhall not fail of theun- 
tading Crown, if wzth patience we run the race that is ſet before us, 'look- 
ing unto the Captain and perfettour of oar faith, Feſus who for the joy pro- 
poſed unto him, endured the croſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, and hath ſer id's at 
tbe right hand of the throne of God. Would it not raiſe and enflame any 
courage to ſee his Commander to adventure fo boldly upon all hazards, 
to endure 1o willingly all hardſhips; whom would not the fight of ſuch 
a fore- 
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kh it a moſt; cine Crown, ar Hob forth. another like theret w_ 
for the reward of thoſe, who follow him. Now as ourLord's doEtrine | 
ſo did his example, in the nature and deſign thereof, reſpe& and apper- 

rain to all men; it being alfo like the light of Heaven, a common ſpec- 

 tacke, a publick guide (zo guize our fteps in the way of peace) if it do not 
 appearfo, if it do noteffeQtually dire all; it is by accident and beſide God's 
intention; tis by the fautt of them who-ſhauld propound it, or of them 

who have not eyes fit, or worthy to behold it; briefly, what was faid con- 

cerning the umverfal revelation of Chriftian doftrine may be applied to 

Chriſt's practice. Rs | : 


9. Jeſus is the Saviour of all men as having combated and vanqui- 
ſhed all the enemies of man's welfare and happinets ; 4i/poſſeſing them 
of all their pretences and uſurpations over man, difarming them of all * 
their power and force againſt him ; enabling us to withſtand and over- 
come them : Man's falvation hath many adverſaries of different nature and 
kind; tome dire&tly oppugning it, ſome formally pejudicing it, ſome 
- accidentally hindring it ; ſomealluring, ſome forcing, fomediſcouraging 
| from it, or from the means conducing to it; the chief of them we may 
from the Scripture (with conſent of experience) reckon to be the Dew/ 
with all his envy and malice, his uſurpations, his delufionsand histemp- 
tations to fin ; the World with its ſnares and baits; its violences, per- 
ſecutions, and menaces; the fleſh or natural concupiſcence, with its bad 
inclinations and propenſities to evil, its luſts and pleaſures ; Sz», with 
ies guilt, and miſchievous conſequences; the Law with its rigorous ex- 
ations, hard meaſure and harſh __ Conſcience with its accufations 
and complaints, its terrours and anguithes; Divine | 
anger with its effets Death and He: all theſe owr ——;* Xe5vs ut er mlhTas aey* 
Lord hath in ſeveral and ſuitable ways defeated ; as mon 0 4 plan 
to their malignity, contrariety, or enmity in re- | 
ſpe&t of man's falvation; he hath (as Zachary propheſieth, in his Bexe- 
diflus) Saved us from our enemies, and from the hands of all that hate us : Luk.1.51,74- 
So that being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, we might ( api) 
ſafely and ſecurely, without danger or fear ſerve him, in holineſs and righ- 
teouſneſs before him all the days of our life. | 

The Devil (that enemy, that adverſary, that ac- 
cuſer, that flanderer, that murtherer, that greedy Matt. 13. 28; Luk. rr. 19. 1 Per. $.8. 
Lion, that crafty Serpent; the ſtrong one, the miſchie- Prom, 42-1 Oc A 10-.oh 
2045 oxe, the defbrayer) who * ufurped an authbrity ' ey = on” Epheſ "4g > 
and exerciſed a domination over mankind, as the 2 Cor. 4- 4. * Coloff. r. 13. AR 26. 18. 
Prince of this world; who made prize of them, cap- *& 19-35 2 Tims 2. 26, 
tiuated them at his pleaſure; who detained them un- . 
der the power (or authority) of darkneſs and wickedneſs; who had the 
power of death; him our Saviour hath deſtroyed or defeated (xe w, 
as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaketh ; that is, aboliſhed him as to any Heb. 2. 14: 
farther pretence of empire or power over us) him he hath dejefted from | 
Heaven (/ fuw Satan like lightning falling down from Heaven) him he Luk. 10. 18. 
hath caſt out : Now i the judgment of this world, now ſhall the Prince of John 14. 31. 
this world be caft-out; all his works he hath diſſolved; For this cauſe (faith ** *: 

| Qqq : St. Fohn ) 


. 


"TrA 
deve 


- ro "3 $3" AF ron 5 oe EC EL add-ins Sin ir 143: YT). SOLES YE ES I OOTY Py P > 3+. 4h =. 4 - A Y i ; "ER CE IEC _—_ _ a. 
Se ES SOR il 2 TEST IE BESS $0 x Rats ARTIE xt dE ada [TD Une g ET LIN RAPE = E yh, IONS LG IA ns aaa Ne OR EA INTE RI NOTION fl IE aEh ca TSA Tn TY A Ape _ - — _ 
Wes Bb 23 PETIT” £ BELL br : 4 vw JAE” 7, - ET EO FR Fs IÞ 4 y Ut ee BI WES WT OL *- * CI” Raid: SIE Se C8 Os IN I PST ou r=. LOR ESO SES (TS ION on RS a Op ts ties ie 24 {3-B "$5" £4 te THT SOT 2 Lo ET La 0 2229 

=" FIND DOD War. At o $ . 3% -F - EIN pr PEESD: 5 a ( Py £6 2 COT IBN. IN Tee ts Es Ra Ss SE i ES is FF F < WE br ps 2 Sort; Wn; 1 (oo TIRE BEES Eg ie ChE Is . ; nt); Ea abs. 
F y £75 ; 5 P; Sz . i , > IS SAKE 0 Got tg 5 kf, * ” pos - / 

FB 4 F FY $8 q \ Y 

" 
4 ” #57 


482 


Mart. 12-29. Way aravomley any, the whole armour in which he tru 
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| John 3.8. Ot. John) the | ſon of God did appear, _ that. he might diſſolve the works of 
the Devil. He combated hu {Fo (this mighty and dreadfull foe 
of ours) and baffled him, and bound him, and | 


ed) and ſpoiled 
Luk, 11-21. þ;u (2 oxdn Wewaor, rifled all his bagga e, bare away all his inflru- 
mentsof miſchief) and plunderedall his houſe; leaving him unable (with- 


Colofl. 2. 15. out our fault, our baſeneſs, our negligence) to doe us miſchief ; (as is in- 


timated in the 12th of St. Matthew, and 11th of St. Luke) yea he tri- 


ie[udnm. umphed over all thoſe infernal principalities and powers , and expoſed 
| Jobm 3.14. them (as St. Paul ſairh:) he imparted to his Diſciples ability zo trample 
Eph. 6. 11- apo al his power, by him all his followers are ſo fortified as to conquer the 
2 Cor. 2-11. 


Eph. 6. 16. ws ; 
i Pet. 5. and ſnares; ſtrength and courage to withſtand al his aſſaults, to repel] all 


pas 4 27- hu fiery darts, to put him to flight. | 
WT The World alfo (that is, the wicked principles, the bad cuſtoms, the 
* naughty converſation and example which commonly prevail here among 


men ; alluring to evil and deterring from good ; the cares alſo, the ti- . 


ches, the pleaſures, the glories of the world, which poſſeſs or diſtract 
the minds, fatiate and cloy the deſires, employ all the affe&ions and en- 


deavours ; take up the time of men ; all in the world which faſtneth - 


our hearts to earth, and to theſe low tranſitory things ; or which ſink 
them down toward hell ; and which detain them from ſoaring toward 
heaven) is an enemy ; an irreconcileable enemy to our ſalvation ; the 
friendſhip thereof being inconſiſtent with a friendſhip in us toward the 
Jam. 4. 4 God of our falvation; or in him toward us: for the friendſhip of the 


 1John 2. 15. world is enmity with God ; and, If any man love the world, the nia! 
, 


of the father is not in him. And this enemy our Lord hath vanquiſh 
John 16. 33. 2nd enabled us to overcome. . Be of courage (faith he) 7 have overcome 
the world ; he, by a conſtant ſelf-denial and temperance, defeated the 
bewitching pleaſures, and flattering glories of it ; he, by an immovable 
patience, baffled the terrible frowns, and outrageous violences of it ; he, 
by a reſolute and invincible maintenance of truth, in great meaſure rou- 
ted and diſſipated the errours and oppolitions thereof J he, by a general 
and intenſe charity, ſurmounted the provocations, envies and enmities 
thereof : he did it hitnſelf for us, and he alſo enabled us to doe it ; fur- 
niſhing us with ſufficient ſtrength, and fir weapons whereby we may 
combat and conquer it ; may ſuſtain and repell its force ; may ſhun and 
r ſohn «. 4. Elude its baits ; for, every one that (by faith in him) #s horn of God doth 
John 5. 4 
overcome the world : and this u the vittory that overcomes the world, our 
Rom. 8. 38. faith : Who is he that overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jeſus 
is the Son of God ? In all theſe things (that is in whatever concerns the 
2 Cor. 2. 14. World and its enmity ; tribulatzov, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, 
Phil. 1. 28- or nakedyneſs, or peril, or ſword) we are (faith St. Paul) more than con- 
querours through him that loves us ; thanks be to God, which always cauſeth 
us to triumph in Chriſt : Our Lord hath procured for us hopes that will 
raiſe our minds and affeQtions above the world ; obje&ts employing our 
care and endeavour far beyond it; fatisfations that will chear our hearts, 
and fatiate our deſires without it ; comforts, that will ſupport and fu- 
ſtain qur ſpirits againſt all the terrours, all the aſſaults, all ghe evils there- 


of ; by his means it is, that we have no reaſon either to loye it, or to fear 
it ; or to value it, or to be concerned abeut it; but to contemn it as a 
_thing unworthy of us and below us. The 
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wicked one (as St. Fohn fays) he affordeth light to diſcover af hu wiles, 
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The Fleſb alſo (that is, all that within us of bodily temper, or na- Gal. 5, aq. 
tural conſtitution, which inclineth and ſwayeth-us to vitious exceſs in 
ſenſualenjoyments ;| which diſpoſeth us. to the inordinate love of our 
ſelves and of other creatures ; which lufts againſt the ſpirit, and is adver- 1 Cor. 2. 14, 
fary thereto ; which blindeth and darkneth our minds in the-apprehen- Gs 
ſion of or. judgment concerning divine things ; which perverteth and Rom. . 2, 
difableth (enfeebleth) our wills in the choice and proſecution of what '* 
is good ; which diſcompoſeth and diſfordereth the affe&tions and palli- 
ons of our ſoul ; which continually enticeth and ſeduceth us to fin) is Jam. 6.14. 
alſo an enemy.; a very powerfull, very treacherous, very dangerous 
and very miſchievous enemy to us and our welfare ; rendring us ene- 
mies to God (for the carnal mind is enmity againſt God ; for it is not Rom. 8. 7. 
ſubjed to the law of God, neither indeed can be, being another law in Rom. 9. 23. 
our members, warring againſt the law of our mind, and captivating us to L952 tte | 
the law of fin; engendring and foſtering thoſe fieſbly luſts, which war | = Sa 
againſt the ſoul ; whoſe works and fruits are all forts of intemperance, ©®l 3: 5- 
impurity, pride, envy, contentiouſneſs ; this capital enemy of ours our _ 
Lord did in his own perſon firſt ſubdue, reje&ting all the ſuggeſtions and Luk. 22. 42. 
thwarting the impulſes thereof; entirely ſubmitting to and performing © $99 
the will of God; even in willingly drinking that cup, which was 1o 
diſtaſtefull, ſo grievous to natural will and tleſhly deſire. He fo con- LR 
quered the-fleſh in himſelf for us; he alſo conquers it in us, by the gui- © 2: 
dance and afliſtence of his grace enabling us to withſtand it, and to 
overcome it... The law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Feſus (faith St. Paul) Rom. 8. 2. 
hath freed me from the law of ſin and death. He infules a light diſcuſ- 
ſing thoſe foggs which ſteam from carnal ſenſe and appetite ; ſo that 2 Cor. 4.6. 
we may clearly diſcern divine truths, the will of God, the way to hap- oro ka 
pineſs ; he inſerteth principles of ſpiritual life and ſtrength counterpoi- Eph. 5.8. 
ſing and overſwaying corporeal and ſenſual propenſions ; ſo that we 9-2-2. 
can reſtrain ſenſual deſires, and compoſe irregular paſſions ;- and ſubmit 
readily to God's will ;- and obſerve chearfully God's law ; and freely _. 
comply with the diQtates of the Spirit or of right reaſon ; he fo conti- phir, 4; 14. 
nually aideth, encourageth and upholds us, that we can doe all things 2 Cor. 3. 5. 
through Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth us ; ſo that by his power and help = -=q 1 oo 
fleſh with its affettions and luſts are crucified ; the earthly members are Cololl 4g 
mortified ; the old man (which was corrupted according to deceitful Iuſts ) F *"* 
# put off ; the body of ſin is ſo deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhauld not 2 Fat 
ſerve fin ; fin doth not reign in our mortal bodies, ſo that we (muſt) obey Som- 8. 13. 
it in the Iuſts thereof ; ' we are renewed in the ſpirit of our minds ; and x Eh os 
ut on the new man, which is created according to God in righteouſneſs and 2: 10. 
true. holineſs. ©. | Colofl. 3. 10. 
Our Sis alſo. are very grievous enemies of ours, loading us with 
heavy guilr, ſtinging us with bitter remorſe, and anxious fear, keeping. g,, .. 
us under miſerable bondage, expoſing us to extreme miſchief and miſery ; rigs cya, 
them our Lord. hath alſo routed and vanquiſhed: in-regard to this per- 7 41430 
formance was that name Jeſus aſſigned to him ; as.the Angel told Fo- Mare. t. 21. 
ſeph : She ſhall bear a Son, and thou ſhalt cal bis , © , _. 
name. Feſus, for be ſhall ſave his people from their ng ur 87 drone EA 
fins : | From their fins ; taking in all the cauſes and, wnpwainiu pwn ewInelay, bye 
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| Tio 1/ 1s. from the guilt and .obnoxiouſneſs to puniſhment 3. the terrour and an- 
| guiſh of conſcience ; the wrath and diſpleaſure of God following upon 
them; the ſlavery under their dominion z the final condemnation and 
| ſufferance of grievous pains for them ; ] the guilt of ſin he particularly 
Rev. 1. ;. freed us from ; for he /oved ts, and waſhed us from our fins in his own 
1 Pet. 1. is- Z/oud, Chriſt died for ſinners (for us then being ſinners) that is, thar 
hg "4 he might deliver us from our ſins, with all rheit cauſes, adjun&s and 
r John 7.7- conſequences. He bare our fins 0» his own body on the tree ; the bload 
wor” of Chriſt cleanſeth us from all fin : he i the propitiation for our fins, 
Heb. 1.32 and! for the fins of the whole world ; he was manifeſted to take away our 
9.16 3b. far; mee tn the end of the world hath he appeared to put away fin (ls 
Ram. 5. 19. #941108 Suaglias, ro rhe abolition of fin) by the ſacrifice of himſelf ; we 
are jaſtiffed freely by God's grace, through the redemption that is in 
RbMm.4.9,6,9. Chriſt Jeſus ; by his obedience many are conſtituted righteous (or free 
from the guilt and imputation of fin) he jufiftes the ungodly ; cove» 
Rom. 8. t. ring their fins and not imputing them unto them. So doth he wipe 
away the puilt of ſin; and he voids the condemnation paſſed” for 
Rom, 8. 44. them ; for there is no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Feſus ; who 
| is there that cau condemn, fince Chriſt hath dyed, or rather hath riſen 
ath ? ; | 
He hath alſo appeaſed God's wrath for ſin, and removed the effects 
of it, (the puniſhment and vengeance due to ſin and threatned for it) 
Rom. 5. 10. SO that Leing enemits, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son ; 
I. being juſtified by nv we have peace with God, through our Lord Feſus 
1 Theſf.1.10. Chriſt © Feſus is the 6 fu5ueros, who delivers us from the wrath to come ; 
Rotn. 5.9. Gring juſtified by his bloud, we ſball be ſaved by him from wrath. 
The ſtrength and dominion of ſin he hath allo broken ; by the grace 
Rom. 6. t4. afforded us, whereby 'we are: able to reſiſt and avoid it; fo that fe 
Rom. 6. 12. henceforth ſhall wt domineer ver ws, or reign in our mortal body : Being 
freed from fin we are enſlaved to righteouſneſs and madle ſervants to God 
Rom. 6.18, The body of fin fs deſtroyed ſo that we no longer ſerve fin —— Whence 
=o 4 6s, conſequently he hath ſubdued, utterly weakned, or quite deſtroyed: 
(as co any force or | miſchievous influence upon us) thoſe other 
adyerlaries, which depend upon fin, and by its power oppoſe arid af. 
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minate; that which would utterly deftroy us. OS. a 
This enemy our Eord hath vanquiſhed and deſtroyed : by his death Cl 1: 18. 


Es Rom. 6. 23+ J 
which we had deſerved, and was by law due to us for it) ? 


How 
ward. 


Application. 


r. Hence ariſeth great matter and cauſe of glorifying God ; both 
fromthe ching it ſelf, and.ics:extents for the magnitude of beneficence 
is to be eſtimated noo onely according/ts the degree of quality, bur ac- 
cording to itsamplitade of obje& ;/ to redeem any doth fignify goodneſs, 
to redeem many doth encreate i," to: redeem all doth advance wp 6 | 


th. 
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Eph. I. 6. 


Col. 1. 12» 


higheſt pitch; the more are obliged, the greater is the glory due to the 
benefaQtour. - | 

Hence the earth being full of the pom of the Lord, the Lord 
being grativus unto all, and his mercy being over all his works, all crea- 
tures partaking of God's bounty is 1o often inſiſted upon in thoſe divine 
hymns, as a ground of praiſe toGod. 

Some do indeed ſpeak of glorifying God for his diſcriminating grace ; 
as if grace the narrower it were, the better it were: but is not ſelfiſhneſs 
and envy at the bottom of this? Is not this the diſpoſition of thoſe in 
the Goſpel, who murmured — is thine eye evil, becauſe mine is good? 

It is dangerous to reſtrain God's benevolence and beneficence within 


bounds narrower than they really are ; thereby diminiſhing his glory. 


2. Hereby is diſcovered the general obligation of men to love God ; 
to praiſe him, to ſerve him in ſenſe of his-goodneſs,, in regard to his be- 
neficence, out of gratitude toward him. If God hattt been fo kindly af- 
feed toward men, and ſo carefull of their welfare, as for procuring and 
promoting their ſalvation to provide a Savzour for them, to deſign his 
own beloved ſon: to that performance, 1n proſecution thereof depreſſing 
him into ſo low a ſtate, expoſing him to ſuch inconveniences and indig- 
nities, ſuch croſſes and afflictions, how much are then all men obliged to 
love him, - as their gratious friend and benefactour.;. to praiſe and cele- 
brate him for his favour and mercy, torender all bleflingsand thanks unts 
him? this certainly is the duty of all, -if the redemption in God's deſign 
reach to all; otherwiſe inreality it lieth on few, in praCtice it could ſcarce 
touch any. They cannot be obliged to thank God for their redemption, 
who are not obliged to him for the thing it ſelf; They cannot heartily re- 
ſent the kindneſs, who are not aſſured that it extends to them: And to 
ſuch aſſurance (accarding to the.doQtine of particular redemption) ir is 
certain that very few men, eſpecially of the beſt men,. cag arrive; it is a 
queſtion whether any men arrive thereto. | Ge T 


According to the ſenſe of all-men it.is alſo no cafie thing to know cer- 


} 


' tainly, whether a man at preſent be in the ſlate of grace: and-he that 


doth not know:that, cannot (except'upon:the ſcore of general redemp- 
tion.) be aſſured that he is redeemed; and therefore cannot thank 
God... | FET'Þ > Wm Ts : 
Tt hath been the common dodtrine of Chriſtendom for'x 5 hundred years 
together, that no man (without a ſpecial revelation)-can in this life be 
aſſured of his perſeverance, and conſequently not of. his falvationg and 
canſequently not-of his eleftion or redemption, 1n G55 they who 
are ſaved are inthe deſign of: God redeemed: no man therefore without 
that ſpecial revelation, can:thank God heartily for his redemption, as be- 
ing uncertain thereof, it being a ſecret reſerved in God's breaſt. . 
[t is yet a farther difficulty, pppolng a man to have a good aſſurance 
of his preſent ſtate, to be aſſured of his final perſeverance in it ; which 
bs that hath not, cannot (except upon the faid ſcore) thank God 
The beſt. men eſpecially ,.. who out of modeſty and. humility are apt: 
te doubt of their: preſent ſtate;; who ſtudying their heartsand diſcovering: 
many. imperfe&tions in*themſelyes, ' who refleting on their lives, and: 
obſerving in them. many defe&s, arc apt to:queſtion whether yy = 
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valified for God's favour, or fitted for the future accompt and enjoy- 
ent of heaven, who conſidering the treachery of their hearts,” the fee+ 
neſs of their reaſon, that unſteadineſs of their reſolution, will be apt 
to fear they may fall away, will be rendred hence uncapable to render 
| God thanks for their redemption : onely the bold and blind Bayards 
(who uſually. out of ſelf-conceit are ſo exceedingly confident of their e- 
_ leeti i rien) will be able to praiſe God for it. : 
Hence the aſſurance of ſalvation hapning to few, and of them to much 
fewer upon good grounds ; it being neceſſary to none, 1t being perhaps 
(yet far more probably, according to the general ſenſe of Chriſtendom ) 
groundleſs to any; few or noneare capable torender God pratſeand thanks 
tor it: fo ſhall he looſe in effect all thanks for the greateſt benefit he did 
ever confer on mankind. Es 
It is therefore a dangerous opinion, which checketh their gratitude, 
which ſtoppeth their mouths from praiſing God; which ſo depriveth God 
of his due praiſe. It is much more ſafe to praiſe God/for the benefits we 
OR we have, but have not, than to negle& to praiſe him, for that 
we have. | 


| | « 

3- This doQrine doth afford great matter of comfort : if a man reflec- 

ting on his own heart and ways (obſerving in them many blemiſhes and 
_ defes) is apt to be diſcouraged, yet it will raiſe him to conſider that 
he is not thereby excluded from a poſlibility of ſalvation, ſeeing heis aſſu- 
red of God's favourable inclination , and who hath expreſſed ſo much 
good will and favour toward him in his redemption, ſeeing he is perſua- 
ded that he'hath a Saviour ſo kindly and pitifully afte&ted toward him; 
who wiſheth himwell; who is concerned in his ſalvation, that he might 
not be croſſed or defeated in his deſigns, that he might not loſe the ef- 
fets of his endeavours, the price of his bloud. But he that ſeeth him- 
ſelf in ſo doubtfull a:condition, as to his own qualifications, and withall 
hath no aſſurance that God was ever gratiouſly diſpoſed toward him, can- 
not but thereby be much diſcouraged. - 
_ This dodrine therelore is ſafe and uſefull, it can doe no man harm, ir 
may doe him great good by giving him hopes of being aſſiſted and ac- 
cepted by his Redeemer. But the other is dangerous, as tending to dif- 
courage and deject men. \ 


4. This dodrine is a great incitement to the performance of duty ; 
both as working upon mens ingenuity, and po them in gratitfide 
to ſerve God, from the reſentment of their obligation for fo great a favour ; 
and agafſuring them of acceptance in caſe of endeavour to obey. How 
_ can he but be moved willingly to ſerve God, who hath an apprehenſion 

God's ſuch mercifull len to ſave him? of his having done fo much 
in-order thereto ? 

But how can he be moved toſerve God in conſideration of ſuch a bene- 
fit, who is ignorant of its being intended him ? how can any man ap- 
ply himſelf cheartully to ſerve that maſter, whoſe favourable inclination 
roward him, whoſe readineſs to accept his ſervice he doubteth of. 


The Apoſtles propound itas a ground of gratitude, and an obligation t Cor. 6. 20, 
to the performance of duty, that they are redeemed by Chriſt; which * Per, 1. 27. 


ſuppoſeth they do all know and believe it. 
OY Es Suppo- 


$ 


The Defirine of Univerſal Redemption ' Vol. 11} 
Gng Chriſt is not the redeemer of all bur of thoſe anely, who | 
finally faved, theſe grounds of thankfullneſs and enforcements of 


S ", 


ny cannot properly or pertinently all Chriſtians, and 
iely thoſe who are ſure of their falvation. _ = Þ 

My thanking Chriſt for his redeeming me, my diligently ſerving him 
as my redeemer, ſuppoſeth my opinion, and is grounded upon the truth 
of his being really ſo: — I cannot heartily, *confidently or comfortably 
doe at , except I © ax it, and am aſſured thereof : which I cannot doe 
except Chriſt died for all men, or that I am aſſured of my particular elec- 
t10N. | | | 

So that either Chriſt is an univerſal Saviour, or the greateſt part of 
Chriſtians are difobliged and incapacitated reafonably to thank him, to 
praiſe him, to ſerve him, as they are enjoined. to doe. 


. 5. It is a great aggravation of Infidelity, of Apoſtaſie, of all diſobe- 
dience, .that we atg guilty of them, do fruſtrate the deſigns and under- 
takings of Chriſt, do reje& the overtures of his grace, do abuſe the good- 
neſs and mercy of their redeemer ; it conſequently deterreth from thoſe 


things. # 

Luke 7. 30- The Phariſees and Lawyers rejeded the counſel of God toward them , 
(God therefore deſigned their good ) f 

Heb. 2. 3 © - How ſhall we eſcape, that negleft ſo great ſalvation ? a ſalvation which 
they were capable of, which was deſigned for them, which was offered 
to them ; otherwiſe there would have been no danger in. negleQing it, 
no fault in doing it. = ; 

Ads 13.25, Tt is faid of the Fews at Antioch in Pifidia, that they did, anw3ida, 

46. thruſt away the Goſpel (the word of ſaFuation, that was tent them) judging 
themſelves unworthy of eternal life : God did think fit out of goodnels ſe- 
riouſly. to offer it to them, but they did not think fit to embrace it. 

2 Per. 3.6. Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of God's goodneſs? how can any man deſpiſe 

Rom. 2. 23- that, which doth not concern him, which never was offered him, which 
at leaſt he hath no ground of confidence, that it extendeth to him ? 


John 5. 344 Theſe things I ſpeak that ye may be ſaved : 1o our Lord faith to thoſe 
38. ——who did not believe in him. © | 

Matt. 23-370 ow often have I willed, &c. 

2 Pet, 2.11 Denying the Lord that bought them. 


| 6. It is a great encouragement and excitement to devotion. Who 
can be backward of having recourſe to his Redeemer ; or of uſing his 
mediation 2 whom will not ſuch an experiment of goodneſs invite and 
en Ee ? 

. But the contrary apprehenfion muſt needs damp devotion, and dif- 
courage from it. He can. apply himſelf to God but faintly, and di- 
ſiruſtfully, who diſtruſteth whether he hath any. Redeemer or Media- 
tour or no. Who muſt thus conceive and fay to himſelf : perhaps God 
hath' loved me, and perhaps he never had nor will have any Tegard to 
my welfare. Perhaps Chriſt died with intention to doe me good, per- 
haps he never did mean any fuch thing : perhaps thoſe expreflions' of 
kindneſs ſounding ſo generally do not include me, perhaps I am exclu- 
ded, and onely deluded by them. When a man cannot fay to Chriſt, 
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O my Saviour — O my Mediatour, Sc. nor ule his interceſſion with 
God for the procurement of faith, of grace, of any good thing. 


TIO ground and motive of charity - there ariſing thence a more 
conlfiderable relation between all men ; being all the obje&s of Chr:/?'s 
love and mercy, ſhould endear men to one another ; it rendereth every 
man valuable in our eyes, as dear and pretious.in Gods ſight. It ſhould 
make his falvation deſireable to us. 

Pray for af men, faith St. Paul. 
The contrary opinion removeth this ground of charity ; and ſo coo- 
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Teth i. © 


of others and fearfull to hinder it by ill example, by il doctrine, by any 


8. It ſhould conſequently render us carefull to promote the ſalvation 
misbehaviour. So doth St: Paul argue, when he ſaith, Deſtroyeſt thou 
him for whom Chriſt died ? | 


9. It is @ piece of juſtice to acknowledge the right and intereſt of eve- 
ry man 1n his Saviour. | ; 

A wrong to exciude-any ; to confine and approprate this great bleſ- 
ſing ; to engroſs, to enclole a Common z-to reſtrain that by forging di- 
ſtin&ions, - which is ſo unlimitedly expreſſed. 
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The undertakings and performances of our Saviour did reſpect all 
men as the common works of nature do; as the air we breathe in, as the 
Sun which ſhineth on us; the which are not gwen to any man particu- 
larly, but to all generally ; not as a proper Inclofure, but as a Com- 
mon— they are indeed mine, but not otherwiſe than as they do be- 
long to all men. © ES, - 
._ A gitt they are to all equally, though they do not prove to all a bleſ- 
ſing; there being no common gitt, which by the refuſal, negle&t, or ill 
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uſe of it may not prove a curſe, ——a ſavour of death. 
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Tidings of great Joy. 


LUKE I - 


And the Angel ſaid unto them, Fear not, for Behold, 1 bring "1 $ %- 


you tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people. eps 


alw, n ns Cre 
| n Ty 
AHE proper buſineſs of a Feſtival'is ſpiritual joy, conceived in we 


our hearts, by reflexion on ſome notable bleſſing conferred on 
us ; accompanied with a gratefull ſenſe and expreſſion, anſ{we- 
cable to the ſpecial bounty and mercy of God, in due proportion to the 
nature and degree of that bleſling. 

-Such joy is a duty, or a part of religious devotion, required by God, : Thefl.5.16. 
and very acceptable to him : for as God would have his ſervants per- Ram- 12: 12: 
pgually content, well ſatisfied, and chearfull in all ſtates, and upon all © F 
occurrences ; ſo he doth. eſpecially demand from us, that we ſhould en- 
tertain his favours with delight and complacence ; 1t being proper, it 
KY 3 being 
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' The Nativity of our Lord tidings of great Foy. Vol.II. 
being ſeemly, it being juſt ſo to doe ; for ſince joy 1s a natural reſult 
of our obtaining whatever we do apprehend good, or eſteem and affect; 
the conception of it is a plain argument, that we do well underſtand, 
do rightly prize, do cordially like, do thankfully embrace God's favours; 

as 0n the contrary a defect of it doth imply, ,that we do not mind them, 

. or take them to be little worth, that we do not ſenſibly reliſh them, or 
accept them kindly. And if ever we are obliged, it ever we are con- 
cerned ſo to rejoice, then ſurely it is now ; when the faireſt occaſion, 
and higheſt cauſe of joy, that ever was, 1s preſented to us ; when cer- 
tain news from heaven, and the beſt, that ever came from thence, of 
the moſt admirable, the moſt glorious, the moſt beneficial event, that 
ever happened in the world, is in a manner futably rare conveyed to us; 
for Behold, faith the Angel, 7 bring you tidings of great joy, which ſhall 
be to all. people. | Oe, —_ | 

Upon which Words (each whereof is emphatical, and pregnant with 
matter obſervable) we ſhall firſt make a brief deſcant, or paraphraſe, 
ſupplying the room of a curious analyfs ; then we ſhall urge the main 
duty couched in them. 

"Ps, Behold: this is a word denoting admiration, exciting attention, 
intimating aſſurance : Behold and admire ; it is no mean, no ordinary 
matter, that I report, but a moſt remarkable, a very marvellous event : 
Behold, and attend; it is 2 buſineſs not to be paſſed over with ſmall re- 
gard, but moſt worthy your conſideration, of high moment, and con- 
cernment to: you. Behold, ang ſee ; tis no uncertain, no obſcure thinj 


* 


but that whereof you may befplly aſſured, as if it were moſt evident to 

your fenſe, and which by conſpicuous proofs ſhall be demonſtrated ; 

in the mean while you have no flight authority for it ; for. 
EveyſernſComey, I bring good tidings: I, an Anget, es Mag Meſſen- 


ger of /God, purpoſely ſent on this errand, that by the'ſtrangeneſs of 
my apparition I may excite you to regard it, by the weight of my te- 
ſtimony I may incline you to believe it ; by the dignity of my nature 
I may declare the importance of it : 7, a faithfull ſervant of God, and 
a kind friend to men, very willing at his command to perform good of- 
 fices to them, do bring a meſſage, well becoming an Angel's mouth, 
bom my deſcent from heaven, and putting on this viſible Thape ; for 
T brin 

Koa, yeeev wan, good tidings of great joy : I bring tidings, that 
may gratifie the curiofity of any man, the mind of man naturally being 
greedy of news; good tidings, thoſe are welcome to all men, and apt to 
yield more pleaſure, than any knowledge we had before : tidings of joy ; 
ſuch as may not onely miniſter a dry fatisfa&tion to your reaſon, but ſen- 
ſibly touch your affe&tions, by .the:comfortable nature, and beneficial 

tendency of them : tidings of great joy ; as.not touching any indifferent , 
or petty buſineſs, but affairs of neareſt concernment, and higheſt con- 
ſequence to you: (ſuch indeed, as you ſhall underſtand, which do con- 
cern not the poor intereſts of this world, not the forry pleaſures of ſenſe, 
not any ſknder advantage of your: preſent lite, and temporal ſtate ; 
but your ſpiritual welfare, your everlaſting condition, the future 
joy and happineſs of your ſouls) ti4ings indeed the moſt gladſorp, 
that ever ſounded upon earth, that ever entred into mortal ear ; theſe 
I bring | Dans 
"Yu, 
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_ "Ya, to you: to you ſhepherds ; perſons of mean condition, and 
fimple capacity, leading this innocent and humble fort of lije, employ- Paueribu 
ed in your honeſt vocation, undergoing toilſome labour, and ſore hard- 1,7;1;*v:. 
ſhip ; witneſs the open field, witneſs the .cold ſeaſon,' witneſs the. dark Bern. de Na. 
night in which I find you watching, and guarding your ſheep z to you, [75'.. 
who conld expe& no very welcome tidings ; who are little concerned in 
any great tranſa&tions ; and can have ſmall ambition or hope of bette- 
ring your condition by any changes here ; even to you (not in the firſt 
place to the mighty Princes, to the crafty Szateſmen, to the ſage Phi- 
loſophers, or learned Rabbies, to the wealthy Merchants, or fine C7ti- 
. Zens ; who now are warm in their houfes, enjoying their eaſe and plea- 
'fure ; repoſing on their beds, or -ſitting by their fires, or revelling at 
their banquets and ſports ; but to you) poor, harmleſs, filly, induſtrious 
ſouls, who well may repreſent the greater and better part of mankind, 
in this ſurpriſing and abſolutely free way, the gratious Lord of heaven 
by me his ſpecial miniſter doth vouchſafe to ſend from thence 77dings 
of great joy ; which ſhall be , : 
Tarr T6 Azd, to all people ; or rather to all the people ; that is to 
God's ancient and: peculiar people, in regard to which it is ſaid, 7 was Matr. 1s. 24: 
not ſent but to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 1ſrael ; to that people I ſay p& © _ 
eſpecially, primarily, and more immediately this joy did appertain ; it Luk. 24- 44. 
by a cloſer relation to God, and ſpecial intereſt in his promiſes having I 13: 45- 
plaineſt title thereto; it from anticipations of knowledge , faith and zech. 5. 9. 
hope being more capable to admit ſuch an overture ; it indeed being the'Rom: 9. 4- 
repreſentative of all the ſpiritual ae, or faithfull feed of Abraham, 
for whom the benefits which theſe tidings import were deſigned ; to ir 
firſt indeed, but mediitely and conſequentially to all people diſperſed 
on the face of the earth : The expreſſion ſeemeth adapted to the preſent 
conceits of that Nation, which apprehended nothing about God's favou- 
rable intentions to the community of men ; bur in effect it 1s to be un- 
derſtood extenfively in reference to all people : for the Saviour, the 
Chrift, the Lord, of whom this good news did report, was not onely 
to be the Redeemer, and Governour of that ſmall people, but of the 
World, of every Nation, of af mankind : Here indeed we have av; 
TÞþ Ma@, to all the people ; but in the nunc dimittis of old Simeon, we Luk 2: 31- 
have TavTmw 7 Mzav, of all the peoples ; Mine eyes (aid he) have ſeen 
thy ſalvation, which thou haſt prepared before the face of all the peoples - 
As he was the glory of his people Iſrael; as in him God did vifit and re- Luk. 2. 32. 
deem that his people ; ſo he was made a Jight to lighten the Gentiles, and Fa oP; 
to be for ſalvation to the uttermoſt ends of the earth ; He was the expedta- Ia. yg. 6. 
tion of Tſrael ; but he was likewiſe the defire of al! nations; He was de- $5;*: . 
ſiin'd.zo rule in Sion ; but the Heathen allo were given for his inheritance, Hag HY 
' and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his poſſoſſon ; He was zhe root {3 2-8. 
of Feſſe, which ſhould ſtand for an enſign of the people, to whith the Gems 16. 7, co. 
tiles ſhould ſeek ;- He was that Royal perſon, of whom the Pſal/miſ# did Pal 72. 17- 
ſing, Men ſhall be bleſſed in him, all nations ſhall call him bleſſed. 
He was to be born by Nation a Few, but a man by nature ; the Soy, 
of man, was a ſtyle which he commonly did own, and affect no les, 
than the So of Abraham, or of David; he was born indeed under the Gal. 4: 4- 
law, but of a woman ; and therefore brother to us all, as partaker of the Heb. 2. 14.--« 
ſame fleſh and" bloud; Hence was he endewed with an humane _ 
> paſſion, 
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- paſſion, and: with a fraternal affeftion toward all men ; hence was he 
diſpoſed to extend the benefit of his charitable and gratious performan- 
ces unto them all. £7: 2627 
Judgea therefore muſt not engroſs this angelical Goſpel ; 'it is of im- 
portance moſt univerfal and unlimited, reaching through all ſucceſſions 
of time, and all extenſions of place ; filling all ages and all regions of 
the world, with matter, and with obligation of joy : Hence even by 
Rom. 1510. Moſes anciently (according to S. Paul's interpretation) were all nations 
Deur. 32-43- UPON this accompt invited ro. a common Joy ; Rejozce, ſaid he, O ye na- 
tions with his people. Hence, in foreſight of this event, the Holy P/al- 
miſt (as the Fathers expound him) did ſing, Zhe 
Plal. 97. I- 96.1 Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let: the multi- 
te EN owTheys empereics 1fe of Iſles be glad thereof : Hence Sing, 0 
Torn ad Chriſtum revocemus, ft vola- 7 hou barren, thou that didſt uot bear, | break fe orth 
Ns my ntelrgentte tenere. Aug into {inging and cry aloud thou that didſt not travel 
Ia. $4- t« 26+ 1s #2. 160 with child—— The wilderneſs and the ſolitary place 
ſhall be glad, the deſart ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as 
the roſe— Sing unto the Lord a new ſong, and his praiſe from the end of 
the earth, ſaid the Evangelical Prophet 1n regard to this diſpenſation ; 
In fine, this Ange/ himlelf did interpret his own words, when in con- 
Luk. 2.14 fort with the heavenly Chozre he ſang that 4ntheme, Glory be to God. in 
the higheſt ; on earth peace, and good-will toward men ; whence we may 
colle& that a peace diffuſed over the earth, and a good will exten- 
ded toward all men were implied in theſe 7:dings of great joy ro af! 
eople. - | 

; We then are all concerned in theſe r:dings, and we may look on 
them as by this heavenly Evangel;/? imparted td us; whence our duty 
muſt be to liſten with reverent attention unto them, ſeriouſly to weigh 
the purport of them, diligently to contemplate the reaſons of that great 
joy, which effe&tually ſhould be produced in us by them, as their pro- 
per and due reſult ; to further which practice, let us take ſome proſpect 
of this Goſpel, whereby it may appear pleaſant, and apt to kindle a 
{prightly joy in our hearts.” The matter of it, is the Nativity of our 
ever bleſſed Lord, and Saviour Chriſt Feſus ; for, To you, faith our An- 
gel, is born this day a Saviour, who u Chriſt the Lord, an occurrence 
traught with all the greateſt cauſes of joy imaginable; as importing in- 
numerable, unexpreſſibly- and \ unconceivably vaſt advantages thence 

ſpringing to us... Fo OST Tos GAR as 
' +. It doth miniſter. occaſion of rejoicing, for all the bleſſings, which did 
_ flow from each of his ſalutary undertakings and pertormances ;. for\all 
- the mercies purchaſed by the/merits of. his obedience, and by the price 
of his bloud; for all the graces iſſuing from his diſpenſation of the, /Zely 
- Spirit ; for all the benefits, conſequent. on. his illuſtrious reſurre@ion, 
aſcenſion and. glorification';. as being -a. good entrance.to them,' yea'a 
great progreſs in them, and-.a. certain pledge of their full accompliſh- 
ment : for all. the\work of our redemption was in .a.mgnner atchieved, 
when our Saviour did appear; His incarnation was the great ſtep to- 
ward it; as being an aCt of the humbleſt, obedience, and-of. the higheſt 
merit, that could any-wiſe be performed, for fatisfying. the juſtice of 
 : God, and winning his favour toward -us: His taking #p life may well 
ſeem more meritorious, than' his /aying 7 down, and the chief om 
which 
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Which he.cogld ever undergo ; His death was a paſſion, great as death 
\ could be - 4 > life alſo was 2 continual | paſſion, or Exerciſe of huge pa- 

lence ; but His birth ſeemerh to be the greateſt and ſtrangeſt paſiion 
"involvihg the loweſt ſubmiſſion, 'and the deepeſt ſuffering : Whar 
crifice could there be, than God's offering himſelf up ro morta- 
lity, to infirmity, to ſlavery 2 What obedience can be thought of com- 


a þ 
Wi, 


arable to that which he did expreſs when he'faid, Zo 7 come to doe Heb. to. 9. 
thy will, O God: I came down, not that 1 might doe my own will, but the John 6. 38. + 
will of him that ſent me 2 for him to deſcend from heaven, the region 
of light and bliſs, into this gloomy and fad world, for him in a manner 
fo deveſt himſelf of celeſtial Majeſty, and to aſſume the form of a ſer- 

Vant ; for him to be encloſed in a womb, and to come out wailing 

thence, to fuck at a breaſt for life, to be carried in arms, and laid in a 

manger; to eniter on a ſtage of Being fo very low 

and, homely ; for him, 1 fay, the Lord of glory, Phila ns _ 

thus zo empty, and abaſe himſelf, may not this rea- , £997 $127» evils Grene 

ſonably be deemed more, than after his becoming 

man-to ſuſtain all the grievances incident to our +, ,_;.1. « .. ooh un; 

nature and ſtate? whence the very aſſumption of 2 mon 5 avyonimms. Ath. Or, 3. c. 

fleſh was (faith St. Athanaftas ) the redemption of af ***:Þ- 385: via. p. 618. 

mankind : He was at leaſt thence engaged in the ,, Pe eg 

vo” > Ge ids T | yov nds mw fanrs lg, (9 

way of ating and ſuffering whatever was needfull areg. Naz. or. 38. 

for our recovery ; and having gone fo far, afſured- 

ly he never would flinch or recoil, but would go . . nag ale ad creatut am Senſe page 

chrough with all ; being come he would ſhew him- ,;, fan, RL ers 
elf come to purpoſe, leaving no part unfiniſhed of 

his grand deſign. 


: 


> So that as they, who celebrate the birth of a Prince, do mean there- 

by to expreſs their joy for all the good, which they do hopefully pre- 

ſume to enjoy from his proteAtion and condutt afterward in all his lite; 
and as they. who welcome the Sun riſing, do imply their fatisfaftion 

in the conveniences of his light through the whole enſuing day-; ſo may 

the Nativity of our Lord So nr of rejoicing for all the train of 

m:ghty bleſſings which do ſucceed it. We may therefore now well 

conſider him born to inſtru&t us by his excellent doQtrine, and to guide 

us by his perfe@ example ; born to merit God's mercy and favour to- 

ward us by an entire ſubmiſſion to God's pleaſure ; in the whole con- 
. duct of his life, and in the final reſignation of it ; born to renew and 

ſanQifie our nature, to ſupport and ſtrengthen us in obedience to God's 
commandments, to ſuccour us in temptations, to comfort us in diftreſ- 

ſes by his grace ; born to rear himſelf from the grave for confirming | 

our faith, and epſuring our hopes of falvation ; born to aſcend up above 
alle the heavens, to God's right.hand, there effefually to intercede for 

us, thence liberally to diſpenſe all heavenly bleſſings to us : Well may 

we now. rejoice, as ſeeing him.come to diſcloſe the way of happineſs, 

to eflal 11h the covenant of grace, to void all the obſtruttions, and ſub- 

ne all rhe enemies to our welfare : well may we celebrate this 4zrrh, as _ 

by its virtue bleflir S the Parriarchs, enlightning rhe Prophets, inſpiring 7c", % 7 
the Martyrs with faith and courage, endewinpg all the Saints, that Cer > #3 
have been, with grace, and crowning them with glory ; ſo that in this #297 come | 

Day we have the Paſfor, the Paſch, the Aſcenſion, the Pentecoſt, the * Rs Or. 

G morials 
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we 
ly . 


Greg, Nyl. T2572 7* arapdonG ju 
Tom, 2+p-794- theſe things (faith 
for it began the goo id hs 
But. waving 1 £ enefits/ſo conſequent on the 
we ſhalkonely touch ſome &, W more form: 
relation 't a CE Se C9 
I paſs over the contemplation of that ſweet harm 
old, and the new World ; in which to our LiSIaction thg 
ſweeteſt attributes of God ( his wiſedom, his fidelity and 
conſtancy) do illuſtrate themſelves, by the lent pro- 


miſes, prefigurations,. and predictions t 


* 


I forbear alſo to refle& on the happy alteration and amend 
World, which our Lord's coming did induce, by comparing. 
things before it, with that which followed it ; the copli 


P % 


which caſe is very pleaſant, and productive of joy. # 


Sapientia  benignitas Dei ac ſulutifoy To Et 1s conſider, that the Natzvity doth im- 
'operis mora Capaciores nos ſue vecationis Port the campletion of many ancient promiles, 
fit, ut, rey _ ons. —_— predictions and prefigurations concerning it ; that 
cula Plea. pie. in his diebus Evangelii whereas all former dt penſations MT favour and mer-' 
wn efſet ambiguum, (Fc. Leo P. de Nat. Cy Were as preludes or preambles to thus ; | the 
axes . 01d Law did aim to repreſent it in its myſterious 

pomps ; the chief of proyidential occurrences did intimate it ; the Pro- 
phets often in their myſtical raptures did allude to it, and often in clear 
terms did expreſs it ; the gratious deſigns of God, and the longing ex- 
pectations of mankind being ſo variouſly implied in regard thereto; now 
all is come to be fulfilled, and perfe&ted in moſt clear, moſt efteQtual, 
moſt ſubſtantial accompliſhment : Now is ſprung up that feed of the wo- 
man, which according to the firſt Goſpe/ preached to Adam, ſhould 
Gen. 3-15. Gruiſe the ſerpent's head ; Now is the myſtical 1ſaac, the miraculous Sow 
Gen. 22, 18..9f promiſe born ; Now is that grant to Abraham, 1n thy ſeed ſhall all na- 
Gal: 3- 81% 22ons of the earth be bleſſed, made good ; Now 1s $4z/0h come, of whom. 

45 Faceb foreboded, unto him the gatherings of the people ſball be; Now-1s 
Deur. 18. 15. that Oracle of Moſes more than verified, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your 
"s 22+ God raiſe up unto you of your brethren, like to me, him ſhall ye hear ; 
Num. 24.16. Now #5 ſtar i come out of Facob, The viſion whereof dazled Balaam, 

and ſtopped him from curſing that people , in which it ſhould ariſe ; 
Plal. 132. 11- Now is that oath diſcharged, to David, Of the fruit of thy body wilt [ 
prof 3.[et upon thy throne ; Now thoſe illuſtrious predictions of 1fay, There ſha 
9.6. 59. 20. Come forth a rod out of the ſtem» of Feſſe — A Virgin ſhall conceoe and 
Ron Je £m; 0 2 cbld ht, 1 + for goes an] te govern 
33-1s /haf} be on hu ſhoulders ; There ſhall come ont of Sion. the deliverer, and 
ge F 8. « 
Ezek. 34+ 
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7» I 


o_ 


Ie - . 
g F 4 F 
& \ 5 þ 
3D fs q 
" 7 OY 
5 F 


" 
MOOR? The 
4 


Serm.XLIIL The Nativity of our Lord tidings of great oy. 497 


- King and Captain arrived, whom the holy Oracles do ſo magnificently 

deſcribe ; whom Moſes and Joſhua, whom David and Solomon 1n 10 many TIS 

pat circumſtances did foreſhadow ; whom God would ſer apon hi holy ,q0 4% © 

bill of Sion; The Py of whoſe Kingdom is a mighty ſceptre ; who A8s 15-16. 
ſhould raiſe the tabernable of David that is faſten ; before whom all Kings $5.9 


wood ; | | Luke 1. 33- 
fall down, and whom all nations ſhould ſerve ; who ſhould reign over Dan. 1. 13. 


» houſe of Facob for ever, and of whoſe Kingdom there ſhall be no end. REF” 
"Naw what can be more delightful, or fatisfactory to our mind, thari vc. 56. 
to refle&t on.this ſweet harmony of things, this > 4 F 
correſpondence between the old, and. new ,, Fd n_C_ ur Heggo 
Vorld ; wherein ſo pregnant evidences of God's conftirurione mund? unam eandemgue omni- 
chief attributes ( of his goodneſs, of his wiſedom, 775, "gum Janie mfina. too Þ. tt 
of his fidelity and conſtancy) all conſpiring to our 
benefit do ſhine? Is it not pleaſant to contemplate how provident God 
hath ever been for our welfare ; what trains from the world's beginning, 
or ever ſince our unhappy fall he hath been. laying to repair and reſtore 
' us? how wiſely he hath ordered all diſpenſations with a convenient re- 


'U 


Wor 


ference and tendency to this maſterpiece of-grace ? how ſteady. he hath 
been in proſecuting his deſigns, and how faithfull in accompliſhing his 

promiſes concerning it ? . be 
_. If ohe holy Patriarchs did ſee thu day, and were glad; if a glitnpſe John 8. 56. 
thereof did cauſe their hearts * zo /zap within them; *, Pn 
if its very dawn had on the Spirits of the Prophets aggnim enim weanditatem tune carge- 
ſo vigorous an influence ; what comfort and com- baxe ip/i San#ti Prophets, cim ea videbant 
placence ſhould we feel in this its real preſence, and wang Tr nx" "2 ſed adhere fu- 
ht aſpect on us? how ſenſibly ſhould we be af- 
ected with this our happy advantage above them ; the which our Lord 
himſelf then did teach us to eſtimate duly, when he faid, Bleſſed are Marr. 13. 16, 
your. eyes, for they ſee; and your ears, for they hear ; a verily T ſay 7: 
awnto you, that many Prophets and righteous men have defired to ſee thoſe 
things which ye foo , and have not ſeen them; and to hear thoſe things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. 


2. - Let us conſider what alteration our Lord's coming did induce, by 
compang the ſtate of ng before it to that which followed it. The Eph. 2. 14. 
old World then conſifting © two parts, ſevered by a ſtrong wall of Par- 
tition, made up of difference in opinion, in prattice, in affeftion, to- ag xo. 8. 
gether with a ſtri& prohibition to one of holding entercourſe with the 
cher Bn Y | | 
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( Eph. 5. 
x Cor. 6. 
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ofthe mind ; being fooliſh difobedient deceived, 
8. be” 4 a6 fee divers luſts and pleaſur ef, lroing in malice 
11. 2 Cor: 4 4 and envy, hatefull, and hating one another : Such 


1 Thell 4. 5, 1-4-5 was the caſe (the diſmally wretched caſe), of the 


| life conformably diſfolute ; in ſhort, they liv 


Gentile werld ; ſuch were our forefathers ( ſuch 
after them of courſe, by fatal conſequence, ſhould we have been) They 
were in their minds blinded with groſs ignorance, and deluded with foul 
errours; they were in their wills and attections corrupted with great diſ- 
order, perverſeneſs, ſenſuality, malice ; they did in their converſation 
pradtiſe alf ſorts of impiety, iniquity and impurity ; their conceptions of 
God were very unworthy, and their worſhip anſwerably ſuch ( full of 
ſottiſh, ſavage, beaſtly ſuperſtitions) their 0h jour werevan, and their 

ed under the domination 
and influence of wicked Spirits ; who thence are 


Eph. 6. 12. 2. 2. ſtyled Lords and Princes of. thu world, of. this air, 
( John 12. 3t. 14 30» 16. 1t+ 


2 Cor. 4+ 


4 2 Tim. 2. 16. of this ſecular darkneſs : Even of the wileſt among 


Col. 1. x3 2- 15. Ads 26. 18.) them ( the number of whom, notwithſtanding the 


Ataows- 
Halse 


Col. 2. I7. 
Heb. 8. L 
JO. Ie , 


Rom. 8, go 


+. elatter their writings made, was yery ſmall and in- 
conſiderable) of thoſe who by the condutt of natural light ſtrove to diſ- 
engage themſelves from vulgar miſtakes and miſcarriages, the caſe was 
little better ; for even their minds (after all their ſludious diſquiſitions 
and debates) proved dark and giddy ; full of ignorance, of errour, of 
doubt in regard to the main points of religion, and of morality ; ſome 


» | 
of them flatly denying the exiſtence, or (which in effe@ is the ſame ) 
the providence of God; the natural diſtinion between good and evil, 
the ſpiritual nature and future ſubſiſtence of our fouls, the dilpenfatior 

of rewards and puniſhments after this life ; others wavering in doubr, 
or having but faint perſuaſions about theſe matters; few or none having 
clear notions, or ſteady opinions about any ſuch things ; whence their 
praQice, in correſpondence to. their rules, muſt needs have been: very 
looſe, or very lame; ſo that well might our 4po/le fay of them, 7hey 
became wain in their reaſonings, and their fooliſh heart was darkned ; pro- 


Enzent. 


Gal. "5 21, O 


ances 1n notian th 
rypt, hypecritical, 

oulngls.; as the old 
* his Apofiles, did 


' Such was the ſtate of the Warld in its parts, and jointly of the whole 
it may be faid, that it was ſhut »p under fx and guilt ; under darkneſs 
and weakneſs, under death and corruption, - under ſorrow and woe: 
that no full declaratian of God's pleaſure, no clear overture of merey, 
Me | Ts 


P » 


FJ 


' redemption from the filth, 
from due puniſhment here- 
"devotion, or ſtrict vertue 

(penſed before our Lord's 


en repreſented as Cimme- If. g. r. 


0300-3 


on and ſhadow of .death ; well may 475 
e teemed with hope, and delire of 

t / faith ) the whole creation ( that is, Rom. 8. 22 
toge d travelleth together untill now as la- 
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* eyes of all the nations ; 


KS Wh 


Ih 
F of the light, and of the day ; all-do know God ! ang S- $- 
, the deepeſt notions are grown (2 = 
is inſtriiſted in the higheſt truths, Heb. 8. 7. 
jloſopher , ( beyond Ariſtotle, or ed 
e beſt knowledge, able to direft his 
e of obtaining the beſt good. _ 
50d (the ſpti it of direction, of ſuccour, of com- Ats 2 17: 
wred upon all fleſh. Now' the grace of God, that [OR Re 46s 


hath appeared to all men; fully inſtructing them in Luke 24. 47: 


(ALE 


\ 


oply enabling them to perform it, freely offering 
ily encouraging them with hopes of moſt bleſſed re- 
are reynited ard compadted in one body ; walk- 
d under obligation to the ſame Bets aring in 
ty, of ſpiritual fraternity ; thus o{d 


"I 


away, behold all things are become new, 10 vifmue ana 


of our Lord's appearance : In contemplation of which fo ag3un: 
ral, ſo happy a change, how can we forbear to rejoice 2 feb. 9-10 


i 90 OT. 
POUR oh sf $i 


«+ 


we may yet more nearly touch the point : 


. 
p Ll 


tus con(id ity of our Lord is a grand inſtance, a 


a God's very great affec- 
' toward mankin (faith St. Fobn) the love x John 4. 9. 
ed, that God gotten ſon into the world; J09-3-19,17 
OLI ET Faf Rs WL. Dil. 2+ 4+ 
old Zachary) the day Like x. 18. 
d the peculiar experiment 
1ew and fignalize it fel. The 
the creation, the wiſedom of God 
overnment. of . 


albett, 


bas 
, 


ok Corals Apparuerat ants potentia m rerum creas 
is that work, 1" aporebar ſapento in cara guber 
L the divine natione , ſed berignitas miſericordia mune 
_ YT ST  "Roouny 
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Kom. 3: 24- inſiſting on the foorſteps of-rhelr APC aſte continued i in 4 Pf anct of 


Rom. 9-23: 1] men had finned, and fallen ſhort of the glory of God; T _ as 
Eeciet y oo righteous man upon earth, that did good, and finued not ; whence 


Serm. 22 doom, thence a juſt ſentence of capital puniſhment” 


% Suva HVvoulten bavnlu avengAt- 
ou vis in Ynelay. Ath. p. 638. ces, to recover out of 


pm] on Of” ea wn eunus : | 
SlFa 6 jul Pg © apr} don either tO find, or to C | 


610214.8y 6] I Ath, de Incarn, Verbi. tha ti ice . Gb d of 


my em aide. 
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maximd apparuit in maar, Bern. >; 
Nat. Serm. by - i modie, multi 
quidem diverſ1s modts que 
Ro; humans gener: bonttas divina con- 
fuluit, oy plurima providentie ſus munera 
omnibus retro ſeculis clementer impartiit 3 


d gc O 
ſed in noviſſimis temportbus ormnem abun- his boſom i into this | 


dantiam ſolite benignitatis exceſſit ; quan- 
do in Chriſto ipſa ad peccatores "miſericor- tin O hum to all the 


dia, ipſa ad errantes veritas, ipſa ad mor- pol ng him COT o_ 2NC 
ras wits deſeendity, Oc, Fe Ben I 4 condition? wi expreſſions can fig io 
Ro pariſons can ſet out the ſtupendious va 
ceal. 36.6. kindnefs? If wg ſhould imagine, that 2 great Prince { ſhould Ip 
19.4) fon (a ſon moſt lovely, and worthily moſt beloved) into ra 
diſmiſs him from his Court, ſhould yield fres up into the han 
merely to the intent, that he thereby might gedee 
meaneſt and baſeſt of his ſubje&s, how f us, Pl reſembl «4 
that immenſe goodneſs, of that incomparable mercy, w which in 
ſtance the King of all the World hath declared toward us = p00! 
his indeed unworthy rebels? _ © RP 
And what greater reaſon of joy can there be, than ſuch an af 
of his love, on whoſe love all our good depen whoſe love-all ou! 
felicity conſiſteth > what can be,more deli zhefull than to\ view the. f 
of our Almighty Lord fo gratiouſly {milii | 
Should we not be extremely glad,: ſhould 
earthly Prince by any ſignal mark wou d expreſs himſelt 
ted to us? how much more ſhould we reſent ſuch 2 a teſtin: 
- favour; how worthily may our ſouls be tranſported Wi 1 a lenle of ſuch  —_ 
affection?  *#; 92 7. 


.£ SM 


. We may conſider our Lord's nativity, as not onely expreſ] 
ple good- will, but implying a perfe&t reconciliation $2 firm. XeACE 
ſteady friendſhip eſtabliſhed between God and us: or that it did not « 
proceed from love, but did alſo produce love to ug. 'We did ſt 

. great diſtance, in eſtrangement, yea in enaniby toward G od; our f 
parents had by prefumptuous diſobedience revolted from him ;' and. 


voidably the' wrath of the moſt holy God was incenſed, 


au. 


Leo de Nar. the moſt righteous Lord was engaged againſt us ; thence } , 


us ; no pretence of favour, no : ov 'e 


TE dr ng yours 7h evees noni boy, no hope of redreſs did then a} 
wnas *petmIET}, Yy a A724?" i able to E our g 


6cuieny rig 13 e915 414- will, which did ſeal us up to. ruin 
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RE RO by (ret. x. 19, Heb, 7. 26, ) 
1rewdelt malice can Icky any. ' John 14. 30. ——<y $40! un Toe 


n whom therefore God is thoroughly wel leaſed : > 5. 
Sin op have Emanuel, God wich ml —o mani- Xo T9. 05S Heine, ot ain 
Colle} Matt. 3- 17. x Timt, 3. 16. 
"ou br infirmity, 1 JEre 23+ 6. 33+ I6, 
his own "fleſh and bloud, dy to Joe and offer whatever God pleaſeth. 
torequireo 0 OL behalf, how can God be againſt us? Shall God and man 
erhit at diſtance or difafſeQion, who are ſocloſely related, who are indeed 
4 roms, united in one perſon ? ſhall heaven and earth retain enmi- 
ty, which have ſo kindly embraced, and kiſſed each other; ſince #ra7h Pla. 85. 11, 
hath ſpronted. [> from the earth, and righteouſneſs hath beke2 down from 
7 bevey ? ſhall the war go on, when the great Mediatour and Umpire of 
come ; "preaching peace” to-them that are afar off and to them that Ih. 9. 6. 
are wear ; ? Can death any longer reign over us, or our diſgrace and mi- ” go! 
ſery continue, -now that 2he Prince of life, the-Lord of gory, the © " R 
a 7 mn of ſave doth. a appear for our relief : pes 
| then what can be more worthy of joy, than ſuch a bleſſed turn 
of = tp "Tow can we otherwiſe than with exceeding gladneſs ſolem- 
nize. ſuch 2 peace? a peace accorded with him, who in forces ſo infi- 
nitely -doth overmatch us; who at his pleaſure can utterly quell us ; ; 
Yi o with the greateſt eaſe, with leſs thania word of his mouth, can - 
_ daſh us «o nothing, or hurle us down into an abyſs of remedileſs'woe ? 
Ho ow can we avoid being extremely fatisfied ar the recovery of his fa- 
vou ar, and friendſhip, which alone can be the foundation of our fafety, 
ant voy Which is che fole fountain of all good, of all comfort, of 


| 5 Our Lord's nativity doth infer 2 great honour, and a high prefer- 
--mentto us: no-wiſe indeed could mankind be ſo dignified, or our nature 
_ Toadvancedas hereby-: No wiſedom can deviſe a way beyond this, where- Eph.z. r0,19. 
by God ſhould honour his moſt ſpecial favourites, or promote them to 
nearneſs unto himſelf.” For hence we become allied to God, in a moſt ( HracG- 
rait affinity, his eternal Son being made our brother ; hence as tou- me) x7 
ng the bloud-royal of heaven we do in dignity o'er-top all the crea- 1-94 Iragy 
tion ; ſo that what the P/almi/? uttered concerning man, is verified in Ath. p. 612.) 
the moſt comprehenſive ſenſe, 7hou haſt crowned him with glory and ho- Pial 8. 5. 
FS, Heb. 2. 7. 
Our, and: haſt ſet him over the works of thy hands ; thou haſt put all things 
in ' ſutjettion under his feet : for now the Son of man, being alſo the 
on of God, is the Head of all princi) ality and fower, is the Lord of af} Cl. 2. 10. 
thi 125, is the Sovereign Prince of all the world ; is placed far above all v4 -appd : 
princip ality, and power, and mi oh and dominion, and every name hes ar L. 21. 
1 named, not onely in this world, but alſo in that which 55 to come. © Hor 
3+ 22« 
isa peculiar honour, to which the higheſt Avg cannot pretend ; hes 


he took 


Heb, 2 17. he took wt the nature of Angels, but be took. the flo 
whence thoſe noble creatures are become in a manner. 
us; and accorging to juſt obligation willingly do adore po Ir 

Heb. 1. 6. ' when God brought his firſt begotten Son into the world, oy” ja 

'A1 opt k26- the Angels of God worſhip him : Is not indeed our fleſh! ; mas n 

enim 35 the true Shechinah, as the everlaſting palace of the ſup 


Paet®” 5 


—__ *"" wherein the fulneſs of the God-head dwellegh bodily ; as the 


Totum rang ſhrine of the divinity ; as the Orb 0 "jnacceſſi ble light ; as 
| en agg this, if more could be expreſſed, or if we could expound jþ text, :h 
Leo. de Nat. word was inade fleſh, and dwelt in us > May not our ſon ls y.clain 
John 1: 14. higheſt reſpect; all whoſe faculties (being endewed with ur un caſurable - 
John 3-34 participations of the Holy Spirit) have been tuned to a perfe&@ harp I0-' - 
ny with the all-wiſe underſtanding, and the moſt pure will 0 'G Foc d> yea 
which hath been admitted into the neareſt conſortſhip, into the ftricteſt 
union with the eternal Word ; hath become an ingrec ic nt of him, who . 
x Cor. 1. 24 is the wiſedom, and the (one of | Goz > Ie ws 
Nui ciun origini humane -mnltum dede- great dignity that man ould ) "0 made-according - 
yzt, quod nes ad imaginem ſuam fecit, re- to the j image of God, but i it is a. | nore? ubl me » 
parationi noſtre longs amplius tribuit, cm TO Ong Tome S - ug 
ſervili forme ipſe ſe Dominus coaptavit, TY, that God ſhould be made atrer THC 
Leo de Nat, Serm, 4+. man, x%14 7ravle, cunoSeis, being 1 ad "Uk e 7 
Hed. 2» 17: in all things, bating (0) jely ſin, which is part 
us, but an unnatural excreſcence, or-a deflexion fi ture: 
could we be fo raiſed up to God as by. his thu us ſtooping't 
uM what can be imagined r more honoural le.to 
een Eur here, thar God Mould deer us worthy off 
Iii hominum, quoniam in hoc pracipus Det cenſion ? this, this indeed 5 our exalt: LLOT 1 
opere humilitas noſtra eegnoſcr, quanti eam Gag for us ſhould exprels not onely fo vaſ '{ Rot arit ws 
fans conditor eftimarit. erm. 4 ie vo. pr odigious bum ili ty. Dos le 
And is it not good matter of joy to be thus highly REY RS | > when 
are men better pleaſed, than when they are preferred ; than eſj & [] #5 
Pla.113.7,8. when from the meaneſt ſtate, from the dunghi/ or from the duſt, they. 
1 0am. 2-8. re raiſed to be ſet among, Princes, and made to inherit "the th rone of 
Job 17. 14- gJory 2 Wherefore this being our On, that we ſons of earth,” childrey of 
corruption, and brethren-of-wor n 70s IKylC we = of | pa naue, . 
we heirs of death and miſery ; : we, that by our nature are the Joweſt 
Plal. 45. 12. of all intelligent creatures, that by our merits were debaſed Ze ec 
beaſts that periſh,*that we are aſſumed to ſuch relations, 1s, that wi 
ennobled to, fuch a pitch, that our. nature ' 
thc infrmiegtls wire Peipeens _ mounted ſo high above all creatures, oy wit h 
ren! In Tetefibns olbervie. Leo. ds Enlargement of, heart ſhould we entertain.a dif 
Nat. $e penfation ſo wonderfull ; how welcome Fo uld tha 
| day, be, which doth introduce i 2 ©; JO 


WY 


2362 


6. Finally, if we ſurvey all principal cauſes of joy, and ſpecial exu 
tation, we ſhall find them all concurring in this event. 
Is a meſſenger of good news embraced. with joy 2. hold the gre 
Evangeliſt is come, with his mouth full of news, mo iP 
acceptable: He, who doth acquaint us, that God 
ApS. 12.10 Nan is reſtored, that the adverſary is caſt down, th nat paradiſe i 
Kok ogf d immortality retrieved; that truth and rig lingual nels, peace : a 1 joy, 
flvation and fappinels are defoended, and come to dell on earth; 


» 
£ 
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He of whom the Prophet told, Zow beautifull upon the mountains art ita, ga. 9, 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings ; that publifheth peace, "that Nah. i. 15, 
bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith unto MO 9 1® 
Sion thy = reigneth ; = who wo; nay oe” _— declare the drift and 
purport of his meſ ſlage ; The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, to preach la. 6i. 1, 5, 
good tidings unto the meek ; = hath ſent me to bind 4 the FE Yank Lifk. 4. 18, 
ted; to proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of the priſon to them 
that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, to comfort 
all. that mourn. : 

Is the birth of a Prince by honeſt ſubjects to be commemorated with 
joyous feſtivity 2 Behold a Prince born to all the world ; a Prince un- 16. xr. 2. 
dertaking to rule mankind with ſweeteſt clemency, and exact juſtice ; PL 45, 872) 
a Prince bringing with him all peace and proſperity ; 7» whoſe days Fur Jer. 24. 6. 
dah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely ; who ſhall protect us in 
xlured reſt and fafety ; ſhall ſecure us from all danger and miſchief; 

[1 atchieve moſt gallant and glorious exploits in our behalf ; ſhall 
ranquiſhall the enemies of our welfare, ſhall reſcue us from the worſt | 
{laveries and muſchiefs ; ſhall ſettle us in a moſt free and happy ſtate ; 
He who bringeth ſalvation from our enemies, and from the hands of af luk.t.yr,q4; 
that hate us, that being delivered from the hands of our enemies, we might fs 


_— 4 


- ſerve bim without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the 


days g our life : Now therefore it is ſeaſonable to cry out, A/elujah, Apoc. rg, 5; 
' for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, let us be glad and rejoice, and "75 
give honour to him. | 
May victory worthily beget exultation? See, the invincible warriour If 5. 3 
dath uſſue forth into the field conquering and to conquer ; He that ſhall apoc. s. 2. 
baffle and rifle-ehe ftrong ove, our formidable adverſary ; that ſhall rout Luk. x. 22; 
all the forces of hell, and triumph over the powers of darkneſs ; that ut- Col. 2. r;. 
' terly ſhall defeat ſin, and ſlay death it ſelf; that ſhall ſubdue the world, Jt 5: 33) 
and lay all things proſtrate at bis feet ; belwvld the Caprazn of our ſalva- 
tion ; arrayed with glorious humility, and armed with a mighty pati- 
| ence; See, the great blow is ſtruck, at which the internal powers do 

apger ; the Devils pride and envy are abaſed - all the enemies are ama- Joh. 3. 8: 
zed, are daunted, are confounded at his _ ; they cannot ſtand, X*"- 15. 20, 
they -break, they ſcatter, they flee before him. To 
_ Is a proclamation of peace, after ruefull wars, to be folemnized with 
alacrity 2 Behold then everlaſting peace between heaven and earth, a Eph. z. 19. 

neral peace among men, @ ſound peace between each good man and 
himſelf are ſettled, and publiſhed ; the illuſtrious herald, the noble ho- (1%. 57. 2.) 
ſtage af them is arrived ; the Prince of peace himſelf doth bring all peace i Et 
unto | : | 2M ; 

Is ſatisfaction of deſire, and hope very pleaſant ? behold the defire of 
all nations, the expettation of Iſrael, he for whom the whole creation 
groaned is came, _- | 

Is recovery of liberty deleCtable to poor ſlaves and captives? Behold, 
the Redeemer is come out of Sion ; the pretious ranſome, ſufficierit to 
purchaſe the freedom of many worlds, is laid down ; unblemiſhed in- 
nocence, purity and perfection appearing in humane nature have pro- 

ared. a. releaſement for us ; have unlocked the priſon of fin detaining (Gal. z. 22) 
us, have knock'd off the ſhackles of guilt ſorely rec Saas galling | 
ous. conſciences ; bave wreſted us. from the hands of tho (am 
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Nam ſperbia bſts antiqui non inme- ſters, who claimed a right, who exerciſed a moſt 
'rith ſibi in omnes bomines jus tyraanten ty rannous power over us ; He is come, that pro- 
A z Jew De fi os bs bs imeth liberty to the captives, and opening of the 
ſequinm ſue veluntatis allecerat. Leo. de gr ifoy ro them that are bound; The time is come 
ak. 4 18. 16. 35.10 of which the Prophet foretold —The rauſemed of 

the Lord ſhall return, and come to Sion with ſongs, 
and everlaſting joy upon their heads ; they ſhall obtain joy and 8, . 

and ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away. . ; 
Is an overture of health acceptable to fick and languiſhing p 2 
Luk. 0. 33- Behold the great Phyſician, endewed with admirable skill, and furni- 
Matt. 9. 12+ ſhed with infallible remedies, is come, to cure us of our maladies, and 
1 Pet. 2. 24+ Eaſe us of our pains ; to bind up our wounds, and to pour in balm (the 
moſt ſovereign balm of his own bloud”) into them ; to free us not 
onely from all mortiferous diſeaſes, but from mortality it ſelf: He, 
I”.61.1. who was ſent0 bind up and heal the broken-hearted ; He, who himſelf 
Luk. 4. 18: took our infirmities, and bare our fickneſſes; He, of whom the Prophet 
york He 7. (in relation to corporal, and much more to ſpiritual infirmities) did 
Ia. 35. 5- foretelf ; — God will come and ſave you ; then the eyes of the\ blind ſhall 
Matt. 11-5» be opened, and the gars F/ the deaf ſhall be unſtopped ; then ſhall the lame 
Lo $07. leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſhall fing ; He whoſe art 
(John 12.40. no diſeaſe can reſiſt, who is able to cure our moſt ines our moſt 
hs — 33- inveterate diſtempers ; to heal the corruption and impotency of our 

« 10+ 34s) : : | rhe | ane” os 

nature, to void the ignorances and errours of our underſtanding, to cor- 
| rect the ſtupidity of our hearts, the perverſenels of our wills, the difor- 
(Ezek.36.26. der of our affe&tions; to mitigate our anguiſh of conſcience, and clean 
Eph. 2- 19.) gur ſores of guilt ; by-various efficacious medicines, by the wholeſome 
inſtructions of his dodrine, by the powerfull inſpirations of his grace, 
by the refreſhing comforts of his Spirit, by the falutary virtue of his me- 
rits and ſufferings. | by | 
« a0 dag ek $66. jr ld Libs co che of pe bo 
Wy Chris atunc. DOId the greateſt wedding, that ever was, is thi 
ins js fu LONG day: foleed dined heaven arc dart a; 


* 


mo ſuo, hoc eft verbum Det de utero virgi- divinity is eſpouſed to humanity ; a ſacred, an in- 
nali, Aug, de repy. Serm. 2 tour # Cifſoluble knot is tyed between God and man ; The 
odeugs Procl. in Conc, Eph. þ. 1+ bridegroom is come forth out of his chamber (Per- 
you he 36h bum Dei de utero Virginali) clad in his nuptial gar- 
apoc. 19.5, ment of fleſh, and ready to wed the Church his beloved Spouſe ; Lez 
us therefore be glad and rejoice ; ” in the marriage of the lamb is come, aud 
© his wife hath made her ſelf ready. - 

Is the acceſs of a good friend to be received with chearfull gratula- 

tion ? Behold the: deareſ®and beſt friend of all mankind (moſt able, 
moſt willing, moſt ready to perform wa. offices ; to impart whol- . 

fome advice, needfull aid, ſweet converſe, and feaſonable conſolation) 

is arrived to viſit us, to ſojourn with us, to dwell in us for ever. 

Is opportune relief gratefull to perſons in a forlorn condition, pin- 
ched with extreme want, or plunged in any hard diſtreſs? Behold, a 
mercifull, a bountifull, a mighty ſaviour and fuccourer, undertaking zo 

comfort all that mourn ; gi 0 ſuch to receive from him a plentitull 

"meets, ſupply for their needs, a comfortable eaſe in their preſſures, a happy 
John. 7: 37: riddance from their calamities; who crieth aloud, If any one thirfteth, 
44.3” let him come tome anddrink; Come to me all ye that labour and are heavy 
Mart. 11-28 /adey, and 7 will give you reſt. Is the 
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Is the Sun riſing comfortable, after a tedious, darkſome and cold 

night ? See, the Son of righteouſneſs 1s riſen with healing in his wings, Mal. 4. 2. 
diſpenſing all about his pleaſant rays, and kindly influences : 7he £ - Luk.1.18,79. 
ſpring from on high hath vijited us ; diffuſing an univerſal light upon 

the fouls of men, whereby the night of ignorance is diſpelled, the _ 
ſpeQres of errour are vaniſhed, the miſts of doubt are ſcattered ; where- 

by we clearly and afſuredly diſcern all truths of importance to us, and 

worthy of our knowledge ; concerning the nature and attributes, the 

works and providence, the will and pleaſure of God ; concerning our 

ſelves, our nature and original, our duty and intereſt, our future ſtate, 

and final doom: Our light is come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen Ita. 60. x. 
upon us ; the light of the world, the true light, enlightning every man ; John 8. 12. 
by whoſe luſtre a# fleſh may ſee the ſalvation of God, and which guideth if 4 t3 
our feet in the way of peace, doth viſibly ſhine forth upon us. - 

Never indeed did heaven with ſo fair and ſerene a countenance ſmile 
upon earth, as then it did, when this (251g Azwnegs x, 6eJewcs,) bright Apoc. 22.16. 
and morning ſtar did ſpring up above our horizon, bringing this goodly 
day ; and with it ſhedding life and chear among us. 

From this auſpicious day did commence the revocation of that fatal 
curſe, by which we were expelled from paradiſe, adjudged to death, and 
committed to hell ; from thence we became re-inſtated in a condition 
of hope, and in a fair capacity of happineſs ; from thence is to be dated 
a return of joy into this region of diſconſolateneſs. In this nativity man- 
kind was born, or did revive from manifold deaths; from a legal, a 
moral, a natural, an eternal death ; from lying dead in irreparable guilt, 
and under an inſuperable power of fin ; from having our bodies irre- 
coverably diſſolved by corruption, and our ſouls immerſed into that 
ſecond more ghaſtly death, of perpetual incurable anguiſh. 

It is ineffect therefore the birth-day of the world; |, ;; he-virth day of the Church, 
the beginning of a new, better, eternal life to men, 03 ori : 
(offered to all, and effeftually beſtowed on thoſe, c;r;gian, & naahs ahhh er 
who wall os cr it) which we now do ON: corporis. P. Leo. de Nat. Serm. 6, 
all reaſon therefore we have to rejoice moſt hearti- <. PO 
ly, and moſt Ons, 5 £8 the Jen Toqpogy ac- ” rein ; Kt noe 
cruing to us are in multitude innumerable, in qua- 7274", F777 colbcart, 724 coy ipſo fu 
lity > timable, in duration immenſe ; ſo in _ 7 RY TOPS Oe te 
correſpondence ſhould our joy be very intenſe, very effuſe, very ſtable; 

The contemplation of them ſhould infuſe ſomewhat of that unſpeakable xagg dre 
joy, whereof St. Peter ſpeaketh ; we ſhould be fed (according to Saint 7 mg 
Paul's expreſſion) with all joy and peace in believing them ; we ſhould rom. 15. 13, 
hold faſt (as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews adviſeth) the confidence and re- os I-25. 
joicing of hope, grounded on them, firm to the end. <4, 

Having ſo many, ſo great cauſes of joy, are we not very ſtupid, are 
we not ſtrangely croſs, and perverſe if we neglett fo pleaſant a duty ? 

To conclude, Of all the days that riſe upon us this undoubtedly is 
the Queen, crowned by God's own hand with ſovereign bleſſings ; God 
hath avowed it to be the day of his peculiar making, and therefore of F-11824 
our ſpecigl rejoicing ; for thus of old the inſpired Pſalmiſt did teach and 21. 5, 
exhort- us to keep Chriſtmas, This is the day, which the Lord hath made, A& 4. 11. 
let us rejoice and be glad therein. ; LOWE: Be Jo 
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>. OO The Suffering of Chriſt &  Vol.lll 


John 5. 39- dulous people referred 09 


a 3 22, Chrifffandodtrine) 


Jo © x6. And, of St. Paul 'tis ſaid, that be mightily convinced the Jews — ſhew- 


ps p ” ing by the Scriptures, that Feſus was the Chriſt ; and — he expounded, 


x Pet. 1: 16. ſalvation (ſaith St. Peter, I 
Goſpel) the Prophets did enquire, and ſearch diligently, who prophefied 
of the grace to come unto you; and*(inregard to the conviction of others) 
he ſeems to prefer the atteſtation of this kind before the ſpecial revela- 
tion immediately made to the Apo//es; for having ſpoken of it, he fub- 

2 Pet. 1. 19. JOINS, #, £y0mev Broadmigw TI megparivur Abyer © We have aifo a mere ſure 

word of prophecy, whereunto ye doe well, that ye do take heed, as unto a 

light, that ſhineth in a dark place, untill the day dawn, and the day ſtar a- 

Rom. 16. 25, 7tſe in your hearts. And, St. Paul faith, that the myſtery, which was kept 

26. 1-2 ſecret fince the world began, was then made manifeſt, and by the prophetical 


ſcriptures, according to the commandment of the everlaſting God, made 


2 Tim. 3-15 known to all nations, to the obedience of faith; and, The HolyWritings (he 
zelleth 7:zmothy ) were able to make hm wiſe tothe ſalvation, Which is, 


by the ith of Feſus Chriſt ; that is, they were able to ſhew, and per- 


ſuade to him the truth of Chriſtianiry, which promiſerh falvation to all 
that heartily embrace it, and obſerve its Laws: + - | 
Such a ſtreſs was laid upon this probation by the founders of aur Reli- 


'Y %s * 


- 


gion;; and no wonder; for that it is not onely' extremely. forcible in it” 


d 


ſelf, but hath ſome particular uſes, and ſome peculiar advantages beyan' 
re 


others. The fore-knowledge of furure contingent events (ſuch as we 


yy of thoſe concerning our Saviour, depending upon; the freeſt aQs. 


of humane will) as it is tor the manner of attaining it moſt incompre- 
znfible.to us, fo it is:moſt proper to God, andiby all men.fo acknow- 
ledged;;. ( future contingencies being ſecrets; which- no man; no angel, 


no creature can dive into, they being not diſcernible; inritheir cauſes, 
- FE which 


3s 82 © OR 
rh ING 
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which are indeterminate ; nor in themſelves, who are finite.) The 
prediction therefore of ſuch events could not otherwiſe than proceed 
from his pleaſure ; neither could he yield it in way of favour and ap- 
probation to that, which was not perfealy true, and good : This way 
therefore doth abſolutely confirm the truth, and goodneſs of Chriſtian 
doQrine ; it withall manifeſts the great worth and weight thereof, as 
implying the particular regard and care God had of it, deſigning it fo 
anciently, laying trains of providence toward it, and preparing ſuch evi- 
dences for the confirmation thereof ; it together into the bargain main- 

- traineth the truth of the Fewi/þ diſpenſation, the ſincerity of the ancient 
Patriarchs and Prophets, and the vigilant care the divine goodneſs hath 
always had over the ſtate of Religion ; and toward the welfare of man- 
kind; never leaving it deſtitute of ſome immediate revelations from him- 
ſelf. It had a peculiar aptitude to convert the Fews, who were poſſeſſed 
with a full perſuaſion concerning the veracity, and ſanity of their an- 
cient Prophets; and could not therefore doubt concerning the truth of 
that, which appeared conformable to that , which they had foretold 
ſhould be declared, and diſpenſed for their benefit. This probation alſo. 
hath this advantage, that it ſingly taken doth ſuffice to convince ; where- 
as others can hardly doe it otherwiſe than in conjunftion with one ano- 
ther, and eſpecially with its aid : for the goodneſs of the dotrine may 
be conteſted in ſome points, and however good it ſeem, it may be impu- 
ted to humane invention : ſtrange effef&s may be deemed producible by 
other cauſes beſide divine power ; and they may be ſuffered to be done 
for other ends than for confirmation of truth ; they are alſo commonly 
tranſient, and thence molt liable to doubt : Providence alfo is in many 
caſes ſo myſterious, and unſearchable, that the incredulous will never 
allow any inferences to be drawn from it : But the plain correſpondence 
of events to the ſtanding records of ancient Prophecies ( obvious, and 

- conſpicuous to every one, that will conſult and compare them) concer- 
ning a perſon to be ſent by God, who ſhould have ſuch circumſtances, 
and be ſo qualified ; who ſhould in God's name preach ſuch dofrines, 
and perform fuch works, is a-proof, which alone may aſſure any man, 
that ſuch a perſon doth come from God, and is in what he declareth or 
doeth approved by hh : no counterfeiting can here find place ; no eya- 
ſion can be deviſed from the force of this proof. : | 
This way therefore of diſcourſe our Lord and his Apoſtles (whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it was by the moſt proper and effeftual methods to ſubdue the rea- 
ſons of men to the obedience of faith, and entertainment of Chriſtian 
truth) did eſpecially uſe; as generally in reſpe& to all things concerning 
our Lord, ſo particularly in regard to his paſſion ; declaring it to hap- 
pen ma according to what had been foreſeen by God, and thence 
foreſhewed by his Prophets, rightly underſtood : He took the twelve Luke 18. 31. 
(faith St. Luke of our Lord) and ſaid unto them; behold we go up to Fe- 
raſalem, and all things that are written by the Prophets concerning the ſon 
of man ſhall be accompliſhed; for he ſhall be delivered unto the Gentiles, 
and ſhall be mocked, and ſpitefully entreated, and ſpitted on; and they 
ſhall ſcourge him, and put him to death, And again, after his reſurrec- 
tion, he thus reproves his Diſciples: O fools, and ſlow of heart to believe Luke 24. 25, 
all that the Prophets have ſpoken ; ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe 25: 46: 
things, and to enter into his glory? they did not then (partly being _— 
| Wit 


c10 The Sufferings of Chriſt _. - Vol.II. 
with prejudice, partly not having uſed due induſtry , and perhaps not 
excelling in natural capacity, however not yet being ſufficiently en- 

lightned by divine grace) apprehend, or diſcern, that according to the 

prophetical inſtructions our Lord was fo to ſuffer ; bur afterward, when 

Luke 24. 45. he. had opened their underſtanding, that they might underſtand the Scrip- 

i Per, 1.11. Z#res, they did ſee, and ſpecially urge this point : then St. Peter decla- 

red, that the Spirit of Chriſt, which was in the Prophets did teſtify before- 

hand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow ; then it was 

a8 17.2- their manner to reaſon ( as 1s faid of St. Paul) out of the Scriptures, 

ads 26: 22: opening, .and alledging, that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered; ſaying none 

x Core 15. 3+ other things, than . thoſe, which the Prophets and Moſes did ſay ſhould 

come, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer ; delivering firſt of all, that Chriſt died 

for our fins, according to the Scriptures : this is that, which in my Text 

St. Peter doth inſiſt upon, affirming about the paſſion of: Chriſt, thar'ir 

not onely had been predifted by one, or more, but foreſhewed by an 

univerſal conſent of all the Prophers ; to illuſtrate and confirm which 

aſſertion of his is the ſcope of 'our preſent diſcourſe z,tgperform which, 

after having briefly touched the ſtate of the matter in'hand, we ſhall ap- 

ply. our ſelves. | ED 47 70 

That-the Mefias was to:'come in an humble and homely manner 

(without appearance of worldly: ſplendour, or grandeur ) that he was 

to converſe among men in a ſtate of external poverty, and meannefſs ; 
that he was to cauſe offences, and find oppoſitions in his proceeding: 

that he was to be repulſed and rejected, to be hated and ſcorned, to.be-dil- 

gracefully and harſhly treated, to be grievouſly perſecuted and afflicted ; 

yea, that at laſt he was to be proſecuted, condemned and executed as:a 

malefa&tour, is a truth:indeed; which the Fews ( although they firmly 

believed, and earneſtly expeted the coming of a Meſfas) did: not, and 

indeed were'hardly-capable'to.entertain. It was a Point repugnant to 

the whole frame of their conceits ; yea inconſiſtent with the nature:and 

drift of their Religion, as they did underſtand it ; for their Religion in 
its ſurface (deeper than which their groſs fancy could not penetrate) did 
repreſent earthly wealth, dignity and proſperity as-things moſt highly 

valuable; 'did propound themas very proper, if not as the fole rewards of 
piety and obedience ; did imply conſequently chSpoſſeſſion of them to 
be certain arguments of thexivine goodwill, -andregard:. they could not 
therefore but eſteem poverty; affliction and diſgrace as curſes from hea- 
ven, and plain indications of God's disfavour toward thoſe, on whom 
they fell : they particularly are-ſaid to have conceited, that to be rich 

was'a needfull quahfication fora Prophet ( no leſs needfull, than to be of 
a good-complexion; of a good capacity, of agood converſation and life) 
Spiritus Dei non requieſeit ſuper pauperem, The Spirit of God doth nat neſt 

' #p0# a poor man'; that's, no 1pecial communications of grace, or of wiſe 
dom and goodneſs, are by God ever afforded to perſons of. a low and af- 
flited'\condition?) being a-maxime, which they had frartied, and which 

. currently paſſed among them :: that he therefore, who was deſigned t 

be fo notable a'Prophet ; who was to have the honour of being fo ſpecial 
an-inftrument-of -promoting. God's ſervice, \and glory z:+who therefore 
_ 1ſhould be ſo highly favoured by God, that he ſhould appear deſpicable; 
-_  4rid undergo preatafflictions, was a notion, that could not but ſeem very 
abſurd ;-_that could not- otherwiſe than be-very abominable to Yom 
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They had fatrher ( in congraity to tliefe prejudices, aberted by what ox- 
rreme ſelf-love, and fel>flatrory, which: were peculiar to that'Nutioh ) 
raifed in themſelves a tron opinion; . that rhe Ie ſas was to cdonie'in a 
great viſible ſtate, and power ; to atchieve deeds of tnighty proweſs, 
= renown ; to bring the Nr - the world wo ſubjetion _ ; 
im; and foto reign among in hage ctajeſty; and profperityz when 
Feſua theretore 7, Cha > otherwitfe 'anfwerable ia tus 66 ron 
qualificxtions, and performances ro the prophetical characters of the 
Meſias ) did firſt appeat fach as he did, with fome pretences, or itifi» Mart, 16. 20. 
mations father, that he was the Heſtas, their Roindth ently; roſe at 
it ; they were exceedingly ſcandahzed at him ; they deemed him not | 
onely 4 Mad:man (one poſſeſſed, or diftraited) and an impoſtour ; butt a Marr. 14 59 
Llaſphemer ; for no lefs than blaſphemy they took it to be for ſo mean ** 55 
and pitifall + wretch (as to their eyes he ſeemed) to affume unto Kim- 
ſelf ſo high a dignity, and fo near a relation unto God, as being the 
Meſias did import : we even fee the Diſciples themſelves of our Lord fo 
deeply imbued with this national prejudice, that, even after they Ind | 
zyvowed him for the Chri/t, they could ſcarce with patience hear him 
foreteHling what grievous things ſhould befall him : St, Peter bumfelf, pct. 16. 22. 
upon that occafion, even juſt atter he ſeriouſly had confeſſed him to be 77; 2 
the Chriſt, did, as it is exprefſed, tate him, and began to rebake him, ) mo 
faying, Be it fat from thee, Lord : yea preſently after that our Lord moſt marr. 20. 21, 
plainly had defcribed his args ro them, they could not forbear 25 
dreaming of a Kingdom, and of beihg Grandees therem ; yea farther, 
even after our Lord's paſſion and refurre&ion; this fancy fill poſſeſſed aa: i. 5. l 
them ; for even then they demanded of him, wherher he would at that 
time"reſtore the Kingdow unto Ifrael ; menning-fuch an externat} viſible 
Kingdom. 
Hence of all things,. notifying the Meſras, this ſeemeth to be the onely 
particular, which in general the Jews did not, or would not ſee, and 
acknowledge; and this cauſed thern to overſee all other glorious marks, 
how clearly ſoever ſhining in, and about the perſon of Feſus : this cloud 
hindred them from” diſcerning the excellency of his do&rine, from re- 
 garding the fantiry gf his lite, from being duly affefed with the won- 
L ertulneſs of his work$z+ from minding, or from crediting all the teſti- 
monies from heaven mikifired unto him; this as St. Paw! telleth us, was , c,,. , ” 
the main /candal, which obſtructed their —_— the Goſpel. As it ag 14. 27. 
was their ignorance or errour in this point, which'diſpoſed them to per- 3- 17. 
| ſecute our Lord (iff enim ignoratus nihil pati poſſe, as Tertullian oh ; = + 
If they had known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory, ſaith Marc. 3 6. 
Sr. Paw) fo it was that, which mainrained: their obſtinate hatred of his * © = #- 
name, and memory; although graced with fo illuſtrious teſtumonies of 
 divine/power, and providence. 
We cannot therefore here asin other particulars concerning our Lord, 
alledge the general conſenr of God's people in expourtding the Prophets 


according, to our ſenſe, this being one of thoſe points, in reſpe&@ to 

ich the Prophets themſclvesdid foreſee, and forerell their perverſe ſtu- pia. Terc. 

dify, and incredulity ; that shey ſhould hook; and not ſee, hear, and not ibid. 

underſtand;. yielding herein ſpecial occaſion to that complainr, who hath yiae, 7 1, 

believed our report > Yet notwithſtanding their affeed, and cuipable Ezck. 12. 2. 

blindneſs, there is no particular concerning the Meſfas in the ancient j('% 2% 26 
SCrips 


th. 


pg, —_ 
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Scriptures, either more frequently in way of myſtical infinuation and 
adumbration, glanced at, or more clearly, in dire and plain language 
expreſſed ; or which alſo by reaſonable deduQion thence may be more 
ſtrongly inferr'd than this. 


x. I fay firſt it is frequently glanced at by myſtical infinuations; for 
explaining the intent of which aſſertion , we ſhall premiſe ſomewhat, 
which may ſerve to declare the pertinency of many citations produced 
out of the ancient Scripture in the New Teſtament; the which, together 
with others connefted with them, or bearing juſt analogy to them, we | 
alſo, being aſſured of their deſign by the authority of our Lord and his 
+ oi , may ſafely preſume after them to apply to the ſame pur- 
Poles. Z | | 

Eph. r.11. We may then conſider, that the All-wiſe God (who workethaf// things 

Tier 1-* after the counſel of his own will, and to whom all things are preſent (ha- 

1 Cor. 2. 7. Ving, before eternal times (as St. Paul ſpeaketh) determined in due time 

oy 2.3 toſend the Meſſias, for accompliſhing the greateſt deſign, that ever was 

Rom. 16. 25. O be managed in this World (that which ſhould bring the higheſt glory 

Col. 1. 26. to. himſelf, and procure the richeſt benefits to the principal of his Creas 

tures here ) did by his incomprehenſible providence fo order things, 

that all the ſpecial diſpenſations preceding it ſhould have a fit tendency, 

and an advantageous reference thereto; ſo that, when it came upon the 

ſtage, it might appear that the main of the plot conſiſted therein; and 

that whatever was acted before, had principally a reſpe& thereto:. As 

therefore from the beginning of things God did in a gradual method 

make real preparations towards it, by ſeveral ſteps imparting diſcoveries 

of his mind about it, or in order thereto, (ſomewhat to Adam himſelf, 

more to Abraham and the Patriarchs, ſomewhat farther to Moſes, much 

more yet to divers of the Prophets, among his choſen people, who not 

onely foretold largely concerning it, but delivered divers kinds of in- 

{lru&tion conformable to it, and conducible to the promoting and enter- 

tainment thereof) ſo he did alſo take eſpecial care by'man oppo re- 

Euſb. Hit, preſentations (ram Frwgnuare, intelligible ſpettacies, or objects of men- 
[« 3: tal ſpeculation, Eſebzus calleth them ) handſomely inſerted into allhis 

diſpenſations, to ſet it out, and to infinuate his meaning about it; that 

ſo it might at'length ſhew it ſelf with more ſolemnity, and leſs ſurpriſe : 

the moſt eminent perſons therefore, whom he raiſed up, and employ'd 

in his affairs, tending to that end, as they did reſemble the Meffas in 

Pal. 105.15. being inſtruments of God's particular grace, and providence (being in- 

_ #5.7- deed inferiourChriſts, and Mediatours, partial Saviours, and Redeemers 

Gal. 3.19. Of his people, as they are ſometimes called) fo they were ordered in ſe- 

Net 5-27- veral circumſtances.of their perſons, 1n divers actions they performed , 

7: 35 in the principal accidents befalling them ro repreſent him (becoming 

Euſeb. Hiſt. eixovicor yesot, Chriſts in image , as Enſebius again ſtyleth them: ) the 

1:4 Titesalfo, and ſervices of Religion inſtituted by them in God's name were 

adapted to the ſame purpoſe ; they and all things about them, by God's 

Heb. 8. 5. eſpecial direCtion and wiſe care, being fitted ſo as to be congruous em- 

Exod-25-4% blemes and ſhadows prefiguring Chri/t, and whatever appertained to him: 

Rom. 5.14. thus Was Adam ( as St. Paul calleth my a one of Chriſt ; and Abel, 

116; Euled. Melchiſedec, Iſaac, Moſes, Joſpua, David, Solomon, Zorobabel are inti- 

mated to have been ſuch ; the moſt fignal things done by them, _ 

alling 
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Serm. XLIV. foretold in the Old Teflament. 5 $17 
falling them having been ſuted to anſwer ſomewhat remarkable concer- © © 
ning him; ſo that we may fay of them all, as then 
poſtle to the Hebrews did of the Fewi/ſþ Prieſts, Heb. 8. 4 
they ſerved to the ſubindication, and ſhadowing of +5 las; ahh =OnY Os 
heavenly things. In David particularly this relation, * | Es 
is ſo'plain, that becauſe thereof, in the Prophets Je- Jer. zo. 9. Hol. 3. 5. Exck. 34. 
remy, Ezekiel and Hoſea the Meſfras is called by his 23 24+ 37+ 24 25: s 
name; as if he were revived in the Meſfas. It in- 
deed well ſuted the ighey of this great perſonage, and the importance = 
of his buſineſs, that he' ſhould have appointed fo notable heralds: and. © 
harbingers to'go before his face; furniſhed with conſpicuous enfigns'and (Heb. 3. s, 
badges denoting their relation to him.: It was proper, that God' ſhould oh. 4 
appear to have had always an expreſs regard toward him : It conſe- Colofl,2.17.) 
quently doth ſerve to our edification.; for that we duly comparing 
things, and eſpying this admirable correſpondency, may be inſtructed 
thereby, and eſtabliſhed in our faith ; may be excited to the admiration 
of God's wiſedom, ſo harmoniouſly conneCting things,  atd of his good- 
neſs, ſo provident'for our welfare ; may alſo be induced thereby the more 
highly to adore the Meſfas, and to eſteem his deſign : ſuch uſes St. Pau/ 
fignifieth, when having compared divers things concerning Moſes to 
things concerning Chri/f, he faith : 4/ theſe things happened as types, 1 Cor. 10. 
and they were written for our admonition, on whom the ends of the world ni 
are come. | | 
It is alfo (both for illuſtration, and proof of theſe things ) to be ob- 
ſerved, that becauſe thoſe eminent Servants of God were Repreſentatives 
of Chriſt, many things are ſpoken of them, as ſuch; many things are 
aſcribed to them ; which onely, or chiefly were intended of him ; their 
names are uſed as veils to cover divers things concerning him, which it 
ſeemed to divine wifedom not fo convenient in a more open and Clear 
manner to diſcloſe promiſcuouſly to all men. That this obſervation is 
_ true; that, I ſay, under the names of perſons reprefenting Chr:/?, (or 
of things, we may add, adumbrating his things) many things are inti- 
mated principally concerning him, and his diſpenfations, may be collec- 
ted, 'and confirmed from hence,” that many things are attributed to per- 
| ſons (and to things alſo) which do not agree to them ; 'many things 
were promiſed, which appear never accompliſhed, except after an im- 
proper and hyperbolical manner of expreſſion, or according to an enor- 
mous wideneſs of interpretation; ſuch as do not well feem to ſate the 
nature of true hiſtories, and ſerious promiſes: thus, for inſtance, many 
things are foretold concerning the large extent, and proſperous ſtate of 
the Fewiſh Church ; which thuſtory and experience do teſtify never ( ac- I6 a4. 8. 
vrding to ſtriftneſs of literal acception, yea not in any tolerable degree, 
near the height of what the words import). to have come to paſs : thus 
alſo ( as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews argueth) effe&ts are attributed to Heb: 10. 4: 
the Jewiſh rites and ſacrifices, which according to the nature of things 
cannot belong to them, otherwiſe than as ſubſtitutes, and ſhadows of 
things more high in ſubſtance, and efficacy : thus alſo what is with ſo- 
lemn oath'promiſed to Solomon (concerning the vaſt extent, and endleſs Pal. 45, 72, 
duration of his empire in righteouſneſs, peace and profperity ; together *3 &* 
with his mighty a&s, and ſucceſsfull archievements ) doth not appear 
directly in any competent meaſure to have been accompliſhed : thus alfo 
n Uun David 
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Aft 2. 29. David (as St. Peter 1n the 24 of the Atts obſerveth, and groundeth his 
argumentation on KO divers things of himſelf; which cannot be 
conceived properly and literally agreeable to him : fuch things therefore 
( having ſome truth under them ) are reaſonably ſuppoſed to be intima- 
tions of ſomewhat appertaining to the future more perfect ſtate of _ 

under the Meſſiss; to concern him (who was'to 
Rom. 10. 4 2 Cor. 13 13: the end of the law ) and his diſpenfation, which was 
Luke 22. 37. 1 Per. 1-10, Of 1, be the accompliſhment of all things predifted 
_ andpreſignified : this is that, which St. 4u/tin ſig- 
hen Cri = Woo nifieth, when * _— of Chriſt, that, Him all the 
pa OE T2 jm promiſes of the Jewiſh Nation, all their prophecies, 

_ ponngs po ad Voluſ. Is Rd, ſacrifices, their temple, and all Je ſas 

KD. craments whatever did reſound, or expreſs. 

Neither are theſe things onely faid according to ſuppoſitions aſſumed 
in the New Teſtament ; but they agree (as totheir general-importance) to 
the ſenſe of the ancient Fews, who did conceive ſuch myſterious refe- 
rences ofteri to lie couched under the letter of the Scriptures: they did 
ſuppoſe every where a M:draſh, or myſtical ſenſe ; which they very ſtu- 
diouſly (even to an exceſs of curioſity and diligence) ſearched after : it 

was a conſtant, and confident opinion of their DoQtours, that all things 

Vid. Capell. in Moſes his Law were typical, and capable of alegorical expoſition; and 

I a4 Philo's writings (compoſed immediately after our Saviour's times) do 

ohar. | S&T, : 
ſhew that opinion then to have been paſſable. We have alſo ſeveral in- 
ſtances and intimations thereof in the New Teſtament ; neither is it pro- 
bable, that our Lord and the Apoſties would in their diſcourſes and dif- 
putations with the Jews have uſed this way of alledging and interpreting 
Pages of Scripture, if they in general had not admitted and appro- - 
ved it. | 


yd. Chryl. _ Why God ſhould chuſe to expreſs matters of this nature in ſuch a man- 
Tom-6. p.-649, ner, we need not to determine ; it might be perhaps for reaſons onel 
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Or OT on himſelf, above our ken, or cognifance ; yet divers probable 


reaſons may be aſſigned for it, yea ſome more than probable, ſeeing they 
are meine; or hinted in Scripture: It might be for a decent, and har- 
monious diſcrimination of times, of diſpeniations, of perſons; it might 
apoc. 2. 5. be from the depth of things to conciliate reverence to them, and to raiſe 
13-18. 17-9: the price of knowing them, by the difficulty of attaining thereto; it 
acts 3 * might be by exerciſe to improve the underſtandings of men, to inflame 
Dan. 5. 1. their deſire, to excite their induſtry, to provoke their devotion, to ren- 
or he? der them modeſt and humble; ir might be for occaſion to reward an 
i Cor. 12.10. honeſt, and diligent ſtudy of God's word ; and to convey ſpecial gifts 
74.26. of interpretation ; it might be toconceal ſome things from ſome perſons | 
Matt. 14.13, unworthy, or unfit to know them ; eſpecially from haughty and ſelf- 
11-25. 7-6: Conceited perſons; it might be to uſe the ignorance of ſome as a means 
r Cor. 2- 8. to produce ſome great events; ſuch as was the miſuſing and perſecuting 
AG 3-17- our Lord: for ſuch reaſons it might be, and there is no good reaſon a- 
g4inſt it; for it cannot be ſuppoled neceſſary, that all things ſhould be 
plainly diſcoveredat all times, and toall perſons; it is evident that ſome 
Gal. 4. 44 things are couched in parabolical, and myſterious expreſſion ; it is par- 
Eph. 1. 10. ticularly the manner of prophetical inſtruftion frequently to involye 
an. things, the full and clear knowledge of which is not congruous to every 


ſeaſon, nor ſutable to every capacity ; but reſerved for times, and 
perſons, 
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perſons, for which the divine wiſedom onely knows them moſt pro- 
EF. 6 
"Theſe things being thus premiſed , we come to our particular caſe, . 4 

_ and fay, that (according to what our Lord, and his 4poſtles teach) the 3 
Meſfias his being to ſuffer was in divers paſſages of the ancient Scripture | 1 

prefigured : ſuppoſing the thing it ſelf determined to be, there are pecu- 

liar reaſons, why it rather ſo, than in a more open manner, ſhould be 

_ repreſented, contained in thoſe words of Tertu/zar : 

The Sacrament indeed (faith he) of Chriſt's paſſion Viv ſacramentun paſſunis ipfons figh- 

ought to have been figured in the (ancient) predica- ue Hera, packs ke Le LES th 

tions; for as much as that the more incredible it was _ Weutdevs magnificum, tanto magis 

(if it ſhould have been preached nakedly) the more \,,t;,m pe; ar Bondy, og — 

offenſive it would have been; and the more magni- 

ficent it was, the more it was to be overſhadowed , that the difficulty 

of underſtanding it might be cauſe of ſecking of God's grace. Suppoling 

it alſo that it ſhould be, it is plain that the paſſages about Abel, [ſaac, 

Jofras, Feremy, and the like may congruouſly be applied thereto ; that 

the elevation of the Brazen Serpent, and the ſlaying the Paſcha/ Lamb 

may appoſitely repreſent it ; the Fewiſh Prieſts, with all their Sacritices, 

may alſo with reaſon be brought in, and accommodated thereto: theſe 

things indeed if themſelves ſolitarily are not apt perEmptorily to evince, 

that it ſhould be; yet do they handſomely ſute it, and adorn the ſuppoſt- 

tion thereof ; according to the notion premiſed about the figurative wp- 

ation between the matters of the 0/4 World before the Meſfos. and the 

New one after him. But with a clearer evidence, and ſtronger force 

we-may afhrm, that the Meffas his ſufferings were implied in the afflic- 

tions, aſcribed to his repreſentative King David, ſuch as he in ſeveral 

Pſalms (in the 35, 69, 109, 118, and eſpecially in the 22 Pſalm) deſcri- 

| beth them; wherein divers paſſages, expreſling the extreme ſadneſs, 

and forlornneſs of his condition, occur, which by the hiſtory of his life 

do. not ſo well according to the literal ſignification of words, appear 

. congruous to his perſon; which therefore there is a neceſlity, or at leaſt 

much reaſon, that they ſhould be applied tothe Mefras, whom that Zzoly 

Xing did repreſent. 
"Which being admitted, comparing the paſſages we find there to that 

which befell Fe/us, we may obſerve an admirable harmony ; there being 

ſcarce any part of his affliction in his life, or at any circumſtance thereof 

- at his death, which is not in expreſs and emphatical terms there ſet out : 

there we have expreſſed his low, and deſpicable eſtate (7 am a worm, Pl. 22. 6, 

and no man; the reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the people) the cauſe- 

leſs hatred and enmity of the populacy, and of the great ones toward 

him (They that hate me without a cauſe are more than the hairs of my Pal. 6g. 4. 

head; they that would deſtroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are 35) 195-3 

mighty ; they compaſſed me about with words of hatred, and fought againſt 

me without a cauſe) the ingrateffl requital for all the good intended, 

and performed by him ;. ( They rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for Pal. 35. 12, 

my love) their rejefting him (The ſtone which the builders refuſed is be- _— 

come the headſtone in the corner.) Their inſidious, and calumnious pro- whe 

ceedings againſt him, ( without cauſe have they hid for me their net; in a Pr. 35. 1.11: 

pit, which without cauſe they have digged for my ſoul. And, Falſe wit- "v9: *: 

meſſes did riſe up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not; and, The 
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= mouth of the wicked, and the mouth of the deceitfull are opened againſt me ; 
they have ſpoken againſt me with a lying tongue.) Their bitter inſulting over 
Plal. 25. 15. him 1n his affliction ; ( But in mine adverſity they rejoiced, and gathered 
65.26. themſelves together ; yea the abjetts gathered themſelves together againſ# 
me: They perſecute him, whom thou haſt ſmitten; and they talk to the grief 
of thoſe, whom thou haſt wounded : #, 6% 70 GAY. Þ TERUuATOI ps me g- 
rig, and to the ſmart of my wounds they have added; fay the LXX1L) 
Pal. 109. 25. Their ſcornfull reviling, flouring, and mocking him ; (A/ they that ſee me, 
447 426008 laugh me to ſcorn; they ſhoot the lip, they ſhake the head ; ſaying, He truſted 
"27% in the Lord, that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, ſeeing he de- 
lighteth in him. And, 7 became a reproach unto them ; when they looked 
pon me, they ſhaked their heads; they opened their mouth wide againſt me, 
and ſaid, Aha, aha, our eye hath ſeen it. "Eneegony juk, SEerurThe tony 
MuxTH roud, fogvtay tn tus TE; oor outav' They tempted me, they ex- 
tremely mocked me, they gnaſhed their teeth upon me.) Their cruel and 
Pal. 22.16. Contemptuous uſage of him ; (Dogs have compaſſed me; the aſſembly of the 
wicked have encloſed me ; they pierced my hands, gnd my feet; 1 may tell 
all my bones; they look, and ſtare upon me.) Their abuſive dealing with 
Pal. 69, 21. him, when he in his diſtreſs called for ſome refreſhment ; ( They gave 
me gall for my meat, and in my thirſt they gave me vinegar to drink.) 
Pal. 22.18 Their diſpoſal of hs garments upon his ſuftering ; ( 7hby part my gar- 
ments:among them, and caſt lots upon my veſture.) His being deſerted of 
his friends and followers; and thence deſtitute of all conſolation ; ( 7 
Plal.69.9. 20. am become a ſtranger. to my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's chil- 
dren; — IT am full of heavineſs, and 1 looked for ſome to take pity, but 
there was move ; and for comforters, but 1 found none.) The ſenſe of 
Pal. 22.1. God's withholding his favour, and help; (My God, my God, why haſt 
59.17 thou forſaken me 2 why art thou ſo far from helping me? ) His charitable 
'Ey 79 - diſpoſition and demeanour toward his enemies and perlecutours; (Bur 
os ” as for me, when they were fick (when they did trouble me, fay the LXX;) 
Plal. 35. 13, 18y cloathing was ſackcloath, 1 humbled my ſelf with faſting, and > / rayer 
Or. returned into. my own boſome ; I behaved my ſelf as though it had been my 
friend, or brother, I bowed down heavily, as one that mourneth for his mo-« 


ther.) Which paſlages, and the like, how partly, and puncuallythey do 
{quare to reſ ive paſſages in the Goſpels, I need not to ſhew ; we do, 


1 preſume, all of us well enough remember that both moſt dolefull and 
comfortable hiſtory, to be able our ſelves to make the application. 

But there farther are not onely ſuch oblique intimations, or ſignifica- 
tions of this matter ſhrowded under the coverture of other perſons, and 
names; but very dire&t, and immedate predictions, concerning the Meſ- 
fas his being to ſuffer, molt clearly expreſſed: that whole famousChaprer 
(the 53d) of Eſay, doth moſt evidently and fully declare it, wherein the 
kind, manner, cauſes, ends, and conſequences of his ſufferings, toge- 
ther with his behaviour under them , are graphically repreſented : his 
appearing meanneſs (He hath no form, or comelineſs; and when we ſhall 
ſee him, there 1 no beauty, that we ſhould defire. him: ) the diſgrace, con- 
tempt, repulſes, and reje&tion he underwent (Ze s aſpiſed and rejec- 
ted of men — we hid our faces from him; he was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed 
him not.) His afflicted ſtage (He s a man of ſorrows, and acquainted. 
with grief ; we did efteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and afflifted, ) 
the bitter, and painfull manner of his affliction (He was nes he 

are 
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bare ſtripes; he was wounded and bruiſed ) his being accuſed, adjudged 
and condemned as a malefatour ( He was taken wp priſon, and from 
judgment —— he was numbred among the tranſgreſſours) his death conſe- 
quent ( He powred out his ſoul anto death; he was cut out of the Land of 
the living ) the deſign and end of his ſufferings; they were appointed, 
and itiflicted by divine providence for our fakg, and in our ſtead; for 
the expiation of our ſins; and our falvation. 


bruiſe him; he hath put him to grief —— when t alt 1 
an offering for fin — he was wounded for oar tranſgreſſions, he was brui- 
ſed i our iniquities — the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his ftripes we are healed — ſurely he hath born our griefs, and carried 


*(1t pleaſed the Lord- to v.10, 5, 4, 8, 
when thou ſhalt make his ſoul ** 


our ſorrows — for the tranſgreſſion of my people he was ſmitten —the Lord 


hath laid on him the iniquitzes of us all ) his ſuſtaining all this with a 
willing, quiet, humble patience, and perfect meekneſs (Z7e was oppre/< 
ſed, and he was afflifted, yet he opened not his mouth ; he is brought-as a 
lamb tothe ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before the ſhearer is dumb, ſo he opened 
not bis mouth) his charitable praying for his perſecutours, and deſigning 
their welfare (Ze made interceſſion for the tranſgreſſours) the bleſſed con- 
ſequences, and happy ſucceſs of his ſufferings, in the converſion, and 
juſtification of- men ; in performing God's will and work ; in being fa- 
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tisfied, 'rewarded, and exalted himſelf ( He ſhall ſee his ſeed, he ſhall pro- v.10, 11, 1% 


long his days, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand; he 
ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied; by his knowledge 
ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many; <—1 will divide him a portion 
with the great, and he ſhall divide the ſpoil with the ftroug) which paſ- 
ſages as they do moſt exaRtly ſute unto Feſws, and might in a fort con- 
ſtitute a true hiſtorical narration of what he did endure; together with 
the dodtrines delivered in the Goſpel concerning the intents, and effects 
of his ſufferings; ſa that they did according to the intention of the di- 
" vine-ſpirit, relate to the Meſtas may from ſeveral conſiderations be made 
apparent; the context, and coherence of all this paſſage with the mat- 
ters precedent and ſubſequent, the which plainly do reſpe&t the Meftas, 


and his times, do argue it: ow beantiful/ __ the mountains are the feet if. $2; 5, 15; 


of him, that bringeth good ridings ,)and, Behold my ſervant ſhall deal T6 
dently, &c. are paſſages immediately going before ; to which this chapter 
is knit in way of continuation; and immediately after it doth follow : 


Sing, O barren, thou, that didſt not bear, &c. being a no leſs perſpicuous, ic. 54. i, 64 


than.elegant deſcription of the Church, enlarged by acceſſion of the Gey- 
7iles, which was to be brought to paſs by the Meffas. The general ſcope 

' of this whole prophecy entorceth the fame concluſion; and the incon- 
 gruity of this particular prediction to any other perſon imaginable beſide 
the Meſias doth farther evince it; ſo high are the things aſcribed to the 
ſuffering perſon ; as that he ſhould bear the fins of all God's people, and 
heal them; that he ſhould by his knowledge juſtify many (or the multitude) 
that the pleaſure of the Lord ſhould proſper in his hand to theſe grand pur- 
poſes; that God would divide hit a portion with the great, and that he 
ſhould divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong; the magnificency and importance 
of which ſayings (rightly underſtood and weighed) do well agree tothe 
Meſſias, but not to any other perſon, or ſimple man: whence if the an- 
cient Fews had reaſon to believe a Meſftas was to come (as they with ge- 
neral conſent did ſuppoſe they had) they had as much reaſon to Ppy this 
To place; 
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place, as any other, to him, and thence to acknowledge that he was 
deſigned to be 4n eminent ſufferer. And indeed divers of the ancient 
Targumiſts, and moſt learned Rabbins did expound this place of the one 
Meſfras, which was to come; as the Pugio ffdei, and other learned Wri- 
ters do by ſeveral expreſs teſtimonies declare. This place alſo diſcove- 
reth the vanity of that ggment, deviſed by fone later Fews ; who to. 
evade it, and to oppoſe Jeſus, have affirmed there was to be a dou- 
ble Meſfas ; one, who ſhould be much afflited ; another, who ſhould 
greatly proſper; ſince we may obſerve, that here both great afflitions, 
and glorious performances concurrently are aſcribed to the ſame Perſor. 
The ſame things are by parts alſo clearly foretold in other places of 
this Prophet, and in other prophetical Scriptures : By Eſay again in the 
If. 32.1314 Chapter unmediately preceding; Behold (faith God there) my ſervant 
" ſhall deal prudently, he ſhall be exalted, and extolled, and be very high; 
there is God's ſervant (he, who in way of excellency is ſuch, that is, 
in the ſtyle of this Prophe?, the Meffas ) in his real glorious capacity ; 
it followeth concerning his external appearance; 7s viſage was ſo mar- 
red more than any mans, and hu form more than the ſons of men: and a- 
gain, in the 4gth Chapter ; Thus ſaith the Lord, the redeemer of Iſrael, 
and his Holy one ; to him, whom man deſpiſeth, to him whom the nation ab- 
horreth, to a ſervant of rulers, Kings ſhall ſee, and ariſe, Princes al(s 
ſhall worſhip : what can be more expreſs, and clear, than that ir is ſig- 
nified here, that the Mefſfas, who ſhould ſubject the World, with its 
| ſovereign powers, to the acknowledgment and veneration of himſelf, 
was to be deſpiſed by men, to be dereſted by the Fewi/h people, to ap- 
pear iti a fervile, and baſe condition? the ſame. Prophet doth again in 
the 56th Chapter bring him in ſpeaking thus : 7 gave my back to the ſmi- 
ters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair ; T hid not my face 
from ſhame, and ſpitting : his offending the Fews, ſo as thereby to ag- 
gravate their ſins, and accelerate their puniſhments, 1s alſo thus expreſſed - 
1.8.14 by the ſame Prophet : And he ſhall be for a ſanttuary, but for a ſtone of 
(Pal. 2.2.) umbling, and for a rock of offence to both the houſes of Iſrael ; for a gin, 
' and for a ſuare to the inbabitants of Jeruſalem. _ - 
The Prophet Zachary doth. alſo in feveral Places very roundly expreſs 
zech. 9. 9. his ſufferings; his low condition 1n thoſe words; Behold thy King cometh 
unto thee, lowly, and riding upon au 4ſs ; (that is, pauper, mean and ſor 
tech. 13. 7. tO appearance.) His manner of death in thoſe words : Awake, O ſword, 
againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the man, that u my fellow, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts ; ſmite the Shepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered; and again ; 
Zech. 12.10. 7 will power upon the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Feruſalen 
the ſpirit of grace, and of ſupplications,'\and they ſhall look upon me, whom 
they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn, &c. The Prophet Daniel alſo in 
that place, from which probably the name Meſtas was taken, and which 
Dan. 9. 26. moſt expreſly mentioneth him, faith, that after 62 weeks the Meſſias 
ſhall be cnt off, but not for himſelf — Now trom all theſe paſſages of 
Scripture (beſide divers others to the fme purpoſe, obſervable by thoſe, 
whoſe induſtry is aſſiſted by divine illumination) we may well conclude 
Luke 24. 46, With our Lord, *On s7w Wyexmcy, x, ens fn mavfv I yew ' that 
thug it was written, and thus (according to the Prophet's toreſhewing) 
it was to happen, that the Chriſt ſhould ſuffer ; ſuffer 1n a life of penary, 
and diſgrace, in a death of ſorrow and ſhame. 


That 
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That it was to fall out thus, might alſo be well inferred, by reaſons 
grounded upon the qualities of the Meſfas his perſon, and upon the na- 
ture of his performances, ſuch as they are deſcribed in Prophetical 
Scripture : He was to be really, and plainly to appear a perſon of moſt 
admirable vertue, and goodneſs ; but never (as even Pagas Philoſo- plato, Senc- 
phers have obſerved) was, or can there be any ſuch without undergoing <» &*: 
the trial of great affliction. He was to be an univerſal pattern to men 
of all ſorts ( eſpecially to the greateſt part of men, that is, to the poor, 
and afflicted) of a/ righteouſneſs; to exemplify particularly the moſt 
difficult pieces of duty ; ( Humility, Patience, Meekneſs, Charity, Self- 
denial, entire refignation to God's will) this he ſhould not have had op- 
portunity, or advantage of doing, ſhould he have been high, wealthy, 
ſplendid, and proſperous in ſecular matters, he was to exerciſe great pity. 
and ſympathy toward all mankind ; toward the doing which it was re- 
quiſite that he ſhould himſelf taſte and feel the inconveniences, troubles, yide Theo- 
pains and ſorrows incident to us. He was to advance the repute of ſpi- 40%, Ora: 
ritual goods, and eternal bleſſings, depreſſing the value of theſe corporeal eg L964 
and temporal things, which men do fo fondly admire, and dote on: the 
moſt compendious, and effe&ual way of doing which, was by an ex- 
emplary negle&, or rejection of worldly glories, and enjoyments; re- ; 
fuſing the honours, profits and pleaſures here, adjoined to a high -” 
ſtate. He was by the moſt kindly, gentle and. peaceable means to ere | 
a Spiritual Kingdom; by pure force of reaſon to ſubdue the hearts and 
conſciences of men tothe love, and obedience of God ; by wiſe inſtruction 
to raiſe in us the hopes of future recompences in Heaven; to the accom- 
pliſhment of which purpoſes temporal glory (working on the carnal ap- 
prehenſions and affetions of men) had rather been prejudicial, than 
conducible. He was to accompliſh and manage his great deſigns by 
means ſupernatural, and divine, the which would ſurely become more 
conſpicuous by the viſible meanneſs, and impotency of his ſtate. He 
was alſo moſt highly to merit from God, for himſelf, and for us (to me- 
rit God's high approbation of what he did, God's favour and grace to us) ; 
'this he could not perform fo well, as by willingly enduring for God's | 3 
ſake, and in our behalf rhe moſt hard and grievous things. He was in | 
fine deſigned perfefly to ſave w ; and conſequently to appeaſe God's 
wrath, to fatisfy divine juſtice, to expiate our fins; whereto it was re- 
quiſite, that he ſhould undergo what we had deſerved, being puniſhed, 
and afflicted for us. 
Now that Feſws, our Lord, did moſt thoroughly correſpond to what- 
ever is in this kind declared by the Prophets concerning the Meſtas, we 
need not by minutely relating the known hiſtory of his life, and death 
make out any farther, ſince the whole matter is palpably notorious, 
and no adverſary can deny it ; I ſhall therefore conclude, that it is a 
clear, and certain truth , which St. Peter in our text affirmeth, that, 
Thoſe things, which God before had ſhewed by the mouth of all his prophets, 
that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, he hath ſo fulfilled. 
Now, Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own apoc. 1, g, 
loud, and hath made us Kings, and Prieſts unto God, and his Father ; 
to him be glory, and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
Bleſſing, and honour , and glory, and power be unto him, that fitteth 
upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 
| SERMON 


bo 


TS os P 6 hots FRE) vw : . , s 


the Holy Ghefl. 


Be EEC REITY Wo ey 


'and ends of the obſervir 


">? 


r fancies dy C raordinary repreſentations and d: 
-vertiſements, infuſing and preſerving good humour btn 
; ſuch. as are alſo. the decent confſpirit 
xpreſſions of ſpecial reverence to God, 
' our minds from ſecular cares, and en- 

iritual meditations) the two prin- 
them ſeem to be thele, 


3 34 i. 
Pt Pepe 7a 


x \s 1 


'turions 


2» 


The 


£70, oi ioemoy d- 
445 


bus inter- 
de Trang. 


* 
2 
SW 


b ; for inſt 
Deur. 16, 3- thus expreſſ d ; 
out of the land o 
the obſervati 


Exod, 12.26.” 


Serm. XLV. the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 523 
pen at Pentecoft, 3s may be probably colle&ed from the 7exr, and is Exod. rg. :. 
commonly ſuppoſed by the Fewifh Do&ours, who. therefore, call this 
Feaſt rrvn naQwv, the joy (or joyfull Feaſt) of the Hay in fignification 
of their joy, uſing then to crown their heads with garlands, and: ſtrew 
their houſes with green herbs) at that very time was the Chri/f;an Law 
moſt. ſignally . promulged, and the new Covenant s-ratification moſt ſo- 
 lemnly declared. by the miraculous effuſion of the divine Spirit. 

The benefit therefore and bleſſing, which at this ” 
time we are bound. eſpecially to conſider and com--. , erwel won, 1 ky lt 
memorate, is in effe&t the publication and eſtabliſh- ;\,9 I oe, Nias. Ord 42 

ment of the Covenant Evangelical, the foundation | 

of all our hopes, and all our claims to-happineſs ; but more immediately 
and dire&ly the donation of the Holy Spirit to the Chriſtian. Church, 
and to all its members ; for the better underſtanding, and more truly 
valuing of which moſt excellent benefit, let us briefly declare the nature, 
and deſign thereof, 


Almighty God, ſeeing the generality of mankind alienated from him- 
ſelf by grols ignorance of its duty toward him, and by habitual inclina- 
tions to violate his holy laws ( originally implanted by him in our: na- 
ture, or anciently revealed to our firſt parents) immerſed in errour, 
enſlaved to vice, and obnoxious to the wotull conſequences of them, ſe- 
vere puniſhment; and extreme miſery ; was pleaſed in his immenſe 
goAneſs and pity to deſign its reſcue from that fad condition ; and in 
purſuance of that gratious deſign did reſolve upon expedients the moſt 
admirable, and moſt efficacious that could be : for to redeemi men from 
the tyranny of fin and hell, to reconcile them to himſelf, to recover 
them into a happy ſtate, he ſent his own onely beloyed Son out of his 
boſome into this world, clothed with our nature; by him, as by a ple- 
nipotentiary Commiſſioner from himſelf, inviting all men to return-unto 
him; declaring himſelf by the meritorious obedience, the expiatory 
paſſion, the efte&tual interceſſion of his dear Son abundantly ſatisfied for, 
and ready to grant a full pardon of all offences committed againſt him 
in their ſtate of crrour and eftrangement ; to admit them into a ſtate 
of preſent indempnity and peace, yea to ſerrie them in perpetual alli- 
ance and friendſhip with himſelf : upon moſt fair and gentle terms ; 
namely, that renouncing their erroneous principles, and reforming their 
vitious courſes of life, they chearfully would embrace his mercifull 
overtures, and: thereafter conform thei lives. to his righteous. laws ; 
the which, together with all his good intentions concerning them,\he, 
by .the fame. bleſſed Agent, clegrly diſcovered to them; fully by him 

. inſtruQting them in their duty, and ſtrongly engouraging them to the 
performance thereof by the' promiſe of moſt bountitull rewards ; his 
certain love and favour attended with endleſs joy and bliſs : thus dzd, 
as St.: Paul exprefleth it, the ſaving grace of God. appear unto al, men, Tit. 2: 1t- } 
teaching us, that, denying, ungodlineſs, and worldly Iuſts, we ſhould live 

 foberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, expetting-that bleſ- 
fed hope. © | | NE Sees joan 
Bus to render this wonderfully gratious deſign ſucceſsfull, ina way of 
wiſedom, and reaſonable proceeding, accommodated" to the tapacities 

_ of humane nature, it was requiſite, that there ſhould be provided con- 
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vincing arguments to perſuade men of the truth and reality of theſe 
things (that indeed fuch an extraordinary Agent, with ſuch a meſſage 
was come from heaven) effeual means of admoniſhing and exciting 
men to a heedfull advertency toward them, competent motives to 2 
cordial acceptznce of them; a power alſo ſufficient, notwithſtanding 
their natural impotency and inſtability, to continue them in the beliet, 
to uphold them in the practice of the duties preſcribed, in the perfor- 
mance of the conditions required. - 

For if it were not very credible, that God had truly thoſe intentions 
toward us, or if we did not much regard the overture of them, or if 
we did not conceive the buſineſs highly to concern us; or it reſolving 
to comply with the Goſpe/, we yet were unable to diſcharge the condi- 
tions thereof, the deſign would torally be fruſtrated, and of it ſelf come 
to nothing : to prevent which diſappointment of his rercifull intenti- 
ons, Almighty God did abundantly provide, in a manner and meaſure 
ſutable to the glorious importance. of them ; for to the miniſtery of his 
eternal wiſedom he adjoined the efficacy of his eternal love, and blefled 
Spirit ; the which not onely condufted God our Saviour into his fleſhly 

John 3. 34- tabernacle, and with «nmeaſurable communications of himſelf did conti- 
nually reſide within him, but alſo did attend him in the conſpicuous 
performance of numberleſs miraculous works, implying divine power 
and goodneſs, as exceeding not onely any natural, butall created power 
(fuch as were by mere word and will healing the ſick, and reſtoring the 
maimed; ejecing evil ſpirits, diſcerning the ſecret thoughts of men, fdre- 
telling contingent events, reviving the dead, raiſing himſelf from the 

eve which works, (ſome expreſly, others by parity of reaſon) are aſ- 

Matt. 12. 28. Cribed to the Holy Spirit ; for, if (faith our Lord) 7 by the Spirit of God 

AR. 10. 38. caſt out \Devils—'and, God (faith St. Peter ) anointed him with the Floly 
Ghoſt, 'and with power ; who went about doing good, and healing all that were 

Rom. 1.4 oppreſſed by the Devil : and who (faith St. Paul) was declared to be the 

' Son of God, according to the Holy Spirit, by the reſurrettion from the dead : 
So did God afford the moſt evident atteſtation that could be to the truth 
of our Saviour's quality, commiſſion and dodrine ? by to clear, and ron- 
ſing ſignifications did God invite men to take notice of rheſe things. 
'Burffarther to 'induce”rnem heartily to comply with theſe gratious 
overtures, 'and to render them thoroughly available to the purpoſe de- 
ſigned, the ſalvation of men, according to the terms preſcribed of faith 
in God, and obedience to his commandments, God was pleaſed farther 
to'reſolve, and he faithfully did promiſe that he would impart the fame 
Bleſſed Spirit, as a continual guide and aſſiſtant to all thoſe, who ſeri- 
ouſly would entertain thoſe tenders of mercy, ſincerely reſolving the 
performance of the conditions. T.- | 
Now although the natural and ordinary manner of this divine Spirit's 
operation ( like that of all Spirits, and more fubtile ſubſtances) is not 
by violent and ſenſible impreſſions, but rather in way of imperceptible 

\ ae penetration, or gentle infinuating of it ſelf into the 

ſubject upon which it worketh, hardly diſcovering 
£ it ſelf otherwiſe than by the notable etteQs reſulting 

» from it; andalthough likewiſe the proper and prin- 

0  cipal effeAs thereof, according to divine deſignati- 

| on, do relate to the furthering our performance: of 
the 


Kai 33 09 Inlay, drrbviawrns oadertce 


v& T0iy, 


 Serm. XLV. the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 7 "A 


the faid conditions requiſite toward our falvation, that is, -to the cheri- 
ſhing our faith, and quickning our obedience; difpoling mien to perform 
vertuous adions, rather than to atchieve wondrous exploits ; yet more 
fully to fatisfie the doubttull, to convince the in- | 


credulous, (to confound the obſtinate) world about RY of hr: g 7h of ae wh 


the truth of his intentions, more illuſtrioufly to mw wy, = 5 cider kinda mn 
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mpratigns, which their profeſſion would incur, God was pleaſed after 
our Lord $ aſcenſion, and when the Apoſtolical promulgation of the Chr:- , 
ſtian Dottrine did commence, to diſpenſe both to the Teachers and the 
Diſciples thereof more liberal communications of that Xoly Spirit, at- A 212,43: 
tended with notorious, ſtrange and wonderfull effe&s, apt to provoke {+ 
the admiration of men, to perſuade their judgments, to prevail upon 1 Cor.14- 25: 
their affeftions, to produce within them ſtrong deſires of partaking fo 
high a privilege, and excellent endowment. - | 
The memorial therefore of that mioſt gratious and glorious diſpenſa- 

tion, the Chriſtian Charch wiſely and piouſly hath continually preſer- 
ved, obliging us at this time peculiarly to bleſs: God for that incompa- 
rable and ineſtimable gift, conferred then moſt viſibly upon the Church, 
and ſtill really beſtowed upon every particular member, duly incorpo- 
rated thereinto. | 

4 fay beſtowed upon every particular member of the Church ; for 
the Evangelical Covenant doth extend to every Chriſtian ; and a prin- 
cipal ingredient thereof is the collation of this Spirit 3. which is the fyger Luk. 11. 20. 
of God, whereby (according to the Prophet. Feremy's deſcription of that 
Covenant) God's law is put into their inward parts, and written in their Jer. 31. 33: 
| hearts; inſcribed (as St. Paul alluſfively ſpeaketh)) ot with ank, but b az 
the Spirit of the living God, not in tables of ſtone, + but in the fleſhly John 6. 45. 
tables of the heart ; not onely as the Jewiſh Law repreſented from with- *<** 3 3: 
out to the ſenſes, but impreſſed within upon the mind and affections; | 
whence God's Spirit is called the Spzrit of promiſe, the donation thereof Nw © 
being the pecultar promiſe of the Goſpel ; and the end of our Saviour's _—_ _ 
undertaking is-by St. Paul declared, that we might receive the promiſe Gal. 3. 14. 
of the Spir#t by faith, that is by embracing -Chriftianiry might. partake 
Kurnre"f according to God's promiſe ; and the Apoſtolical miniſtery, or Stewie 5 
exhibition of the Goſpel is ſtyled zhe miniſtration of the Spirit, andine. Torent. 
ſting of the heavenly gift, and participation of the Holy Ghoſt is part of a Heb. 6. 4. 
Chriſtian's Charter ; and the fuſception of Chriſtianity 1s thus deſcribed 


of fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift 
(that great promiſe of the Holy Bod) 
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and to all that are afar off, even to as many as the Lord our God ſhall call; 
that. is, the Zoly Spirit is promiſed to all, how far ſoever diſtant in 
place or time, whoever ſhall be invited unto, and: ſhall embrace the 
Chriſtian profeſſion. - St. Fob» alſo maketh it to be the diſtinftive mark 

2 of thoſe, in whom Chriſt abideth, and who dwell in Chriſt, that is of 
i John 3-24 all true Chriſtians, to have this Spirit 3 ZZereby (faith he') we know that 
1 John 4.13 he abiHeth in us, LH the Spirit which. he hath given us ; and Hereby we 
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know that we dwelt! in him and he in us, becauſe he hath given' us of bis 
Spirit ; and: St. Paul denieth him to be a good Chriſtian who is deſtitute 
Rom. 8. 9. thereof ; Now (faith he) if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is. none 
1 Cor. 3. 16. of his; and, Xnow ye not, faith he to the Corinthians, that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God-dwelleth in your? that is, do ye nor 
underſtand this:to be a common privilege of all Chriſtians; ſuch as ye 
profeſs your ſelves to be ? and the converſion of men to Chriſtianity he 
Tit. 3.4 thus expreſſeth; After the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared ; not by any righteous works which we had done, but according 
to his mercy he ſaved us by the laver of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Gal. 5-2: Foly Ghoſt ; And all pious diſpoſitions qualifying us tor entrance into 
Rom: 4. 5. heaven and happineſs (faith, charity, devotion, every grace, every ver- 
tue) are repreſented to be fruits of the Holy Spirit : and, the union of 
all Chriſtians into one body ;: the Catholick Society of all truly faithfull 
people, doth, according to St. Paz, reſult from this one Spirit, as a com- 
2 Cor, 12.13- mon-ſoul animating and aQtuating them : for (faith he) by one Spirit are 
we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or 
free ; and have all been made to drink of one Spirit. gf 
In fine, whatever ſome few perſons, :or ſome petty Sets (as the Re- 
lagians of old, the Socinians now) may have deemed, it hath been the 
dodqrine conſtantly, and with very general conſent delivered in the Ca- - 
tbolick Church, that to all perſons by the holy myſtery of Baptiſm-duly 
initiated ro Chriſtianity, or admitted into the communion of Chriſt's 
body, the grace of God's Holy Spirit certainly is beſtowed, enabling 
them'to perform the conditions of. piety and vertue then undertaken by 
them; enlightning their minds, reQifying their wills, purifying their at- 
fetions, direCting and aſſiſting them in their practice; the which holy 
gift (if not abuſed; crearcd, driven away, or quenched by their il! 
behaviour) will -perpetually be continued, improved and..encreafed to 
Tere. 4 them; it is therefore by Tertu/ian (in his preſcriptions againſt Hereticks) 
Preſ. 13- reckoned as part of that fundamental rule, which was grounded upon 
 ——m*s the general tradition, and conſent of the Chriſtian Church, that Chri/ 
Spirits had. ſent the virtue of the. Holy Ghoſt, in his room, which doth aft be- 
Sar, 94 lievers; to which: that Article. doth anſwer of the Apoſtolical. Creed, 
phyny in which we profeſs to belifve the Holy Ghoſt ; meaning, 1 ſuppoſe, 
| thereby not onely:the bare exiſtence of the'/Yoly Ghoſt, but alfo its gra- 
tious communication and energy. RE En te > Os 
' Since therefore the collation of this eminent gift and favour fo nearly 
doth concern us all ; ſeeing it is our preſent duty more eſpecially to 
praiſe and bleſs God for it ;- ſeeing alſo we are wont to commenſurate 
our gratitude to'our eſtimation of the benefit, unto which ir relateth, 
ket us a little corifider the worth-and excellency of this divine gift con- 
es... tes | | 
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BY ES on ty a ie and extrinſecally i is our ſtate vetdend i 
exalted om-death to life, from flavery to freedom, from baſeneſs' to 
dignity ;.but our ſelves anſwerably are.changed, and amended by: the 
fame Holy Spirit, withia real and intrinſecal alteration, transforming us 2 Cor, 5. 14. 
into other things, muck different from :what we were in onr: former 
natural ſtate; (by. that exovation of the. Holy Ghoſt, of which: St. Paul Tir. 3. $ 
ſpeaketh, we-are (faith he.) renewed in the Spirit of our mind ;, 10 that Eph. 47 29. 
not onely the'd ecayed frame of our ſoul is thereby. repaired, and refors | 
med, but its: powers are-much improved and-enlarged ; we ate thence 
endewed with new and better facultigs, as it were ; with quibker ap- 
prehenſions,. with ſincerer judgments, with righter inclinations, with 
noble paſſions;. than we: had before \(yea than we could have-had'in 
our original ſtate); ſo that in the language of Zoly Scripture we thence Eph. 4 24: 
_necome- new men, and new Creatures, created actor ding fo God 7n righ- TE ” - ai 
teouſneſs ant true holineſs ; according to God, that is in conformity. to xph. 4 2.3; 
the divine perfeCtions « of re&tirude in mind and will ; fo as:to reſemble $: $0: 
God in a higher depree;. and more worthy reſpedts than formerly.” 'Our © 2 
ather Adam: was: made ci; Joxiw Cozy, a creature endewed with'life :Cor-15.45: 
and ſenſe, furniſhed with powers and appetites diſpoſing to acquire, 
preſerve and enjoy the: conveniences agreeable to that frame.; :and: we 
naturally are xuzmet arJewnrn, animal men ; ſuch'as naturally +d0. ap- 1Cor. 2. 14; 
| Irohend, do aftect, do purſue things concerning this.preſent life; {the of 
- Plea ures of kaſe, and: the ſatisfactions of fancy ;: freedom from want 
"and pai andre from danger and diſturbance, together with the.means 


"I 7 ? ag ; 


we ve ſup 2 conducible to thoſe, wealth, honour and power ; 'thele are 


thoſe defires: ow the feſt: 'and of the mind, the things which according to @mijuan 
0 our qacural mper: and frame we like and approve ; which moſt men 7.2 # 
I highly as paſſionately: love, and earneſtly ſeek : Nor ph. 2. 3. 
_dothynature onety-incline.us to a complacence i in theſe things, but cu- 
ſtoma ﬀary Truitlaks arcatly-endeareth them ro us; ſo that we continually 
.m niÞrove our acquaintance; ard contrat6t.a firmer: alliance with them  - + - 
| oal and divine things (the things of the Spirit of God, us'Saint Ti yes 
Paul calleth them) we cannot * receive, that is, ſimply of our ſelves,” cor. char 
pots Ac | of another interiour principle, we have no capacity to ap- * abun, f 
_prehe bend, them, no diſpoſition to entertain them, no ſtrength to Purſue 
*therh ; they (as the Apoſtle faith) are fooliſtneſs zo us, that is, ihcon- © 
"art ous to,ou ; reoionto notions, and infipid to our corrupt palates. 
- Such dodtrines as theſe ; that our felicity confiſteth not-in affluence 
temporal en joyments, bur in diſpoſitions of ſoul croſſing our hu- 
_mours, « Toro: our appetites, and quelling our paſſions; in conformity 
of pr acti gona 6} prules diſtaſtfull to our ſenſe ; in the love and favour of an 
nvifible Bein 3.10 reverſion. of an eſtate not to be polleſſed untill after 
ir death 4n another world ; that none of theſe preſent things do well 
'e our ſerious regard, attection or care, and that it is blamable ro 
e ſolicitous about them; that naked goodneſs (how low, weak and 
poo ſoever) is to:be choſen before all the ſpecious pomps and glories 
of this world ; that the ſecret' teſtimony of conſcience is to be preterred 
TY Yyy before 


A Whichinday-Sermen of 


before all the wpt robation and | applauſe of men; that the nopeof furure 
joy ſhould overſway the deſire of preſent moſt cerrain arid ſenſibh ig ts; 
that the loſs of al thin s may rag be deemed our rae ain, be- 
ing contemned our Roddnt: enduring afflictions our moſt deſira-- 
ble condition, uks our ſureſt welfare , a crols preferible to a crown; 
that accordingly it isoften advantageous and expedient for us, and a duty: 
incumbent on us willingly to diſcard our deareſt contents of life, to fa- 
crifice our moſt valued intereſts, to forſake our neareſt relations, to re- 
ſuſe what we moſt affect, to undertake what we: moſt diſtaſt, to under- 
go without reluQtancy or regret y molt bitter accidents that can befajl 
ohn 12- 25- Us; that wemmuſt (to uſe the elf e) hate our own ſouls, deny our ſelves, 
uke 14+ 2% and take up Our ps quit hoſe es - vp deſert kindred and friends; 
4 33 doror2/ Tres Tels auty \Arapysor* to renounce (or bid farewell) tak 
24- that he hath, or owneth; cut off our right hands, and pluck out our right 
eyes; circumeiſe our hearts, mortifie our members ; cruc: fy our fleſhw bh 
:ts affettions 'and Iuſts ; be erucified to the world ; to accompt worldly 
things damage , droſs, and dung inc 1ſon tof piritual goo! b 
Pril. 3.7,8- we muſt ſo far remit and hnn our ſelf-love, as to love all rnen, not. 
excluding our greateſt enemies, asour ſelves; ſoasnot onely to part feel 
with our particular accommodations, but upon occaſion, in n imitation of 
our Saviour, to /ay down our lives for them; ſo as not onel 
with their infirmities, but to requite their extremeſt injuries with pou 
will and good turns; fo as to doe all good ogll men, RT ad. 
Matt. 6. 44 tO any; #0 Bleſs them that curſe us, to doe good to them that hate ur, to 
(6 pray aorubep. Hr deſpitefully uſe us, and perſeente Us. OR i Þ 
John 6. 60, Theſe, and fuch like diQates of the Spirit are bard, and har 1 fa) © | 
ings, "abſurd to our natural- conceit, and abominable to our carnal hy. 
mour ; we cannot readily ſwallow them, we cannot ealily digeſt them; 
Col. 1. 21. jn reſpe& to them we as mere men are ty9eg! 75 Nang. 
mind, or reaſon ; our diſcourſe hat. doth contrac 
them : Our reaſon is ſhut up, and barr'd with various appet 
 mours and paſſions againſt ſuch ao. 5 nor can we 2 ; = p I 1 K 
Auarlzey # hearts, Cage God by his Spirit do {et qpes 4 
gr 24. 45. Paſſage for them into us : ir 1s be whe 
Aas 16, 14. of darkneſs, muſt (as St. Paul ſpeaketh ) ;Duftrate 0 our 
2 Cor. 46+ owledge of theſe things 5 an Unition from the holy one 
eyes, ſottning our hearts, healing our diſtempered f: 
x John 2.27. St. Fohn informeth us ) ao and perſuade us this. 
Eph. 2. 8. Phil. 1.29. 1Cor-12-9- tions Es indeed be, as St. Faul calleth it, the gife 
ny op 1h." Cor 12 9, of God, proceeding from that Spirir f faith, where- 
ligs BK of MaeTengur dre YN905 » of the ſame 4 of ye keth; ſuch taith is not (as 
© ORE \ Sh nas I St. Baſil faith ) engendred 'ty Geometr od meceſs 
fities, bat =p 2h effeftual Bo gs of the Holy 
Matt. 16. 17. 1 Cor. 12. 3+ Ghoſt : and Ws will or reveal unto us, .nor 
- can any man With clear confidence ſay, that eſus 
the Authour, Maſter and Exemplifyer of theſe dodtrines s the Lord, 
the Meſfas, the infallible Prophet , the univerſal Law-giver, the Son 
t Jokn 4, 2. of the living God) but by the Holy Ghoſt : Every Spirit, which ſincerely 
confeſſeth him to be the "Chrif, who hath enjoined theſe Precepts, we 
may with St. John ſafely conclude to be of God; for of our ſelves we are 
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Luke 24. 49. 
(Ef. 59. 15.) 
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2 Cor. 3+ $s. Phil. 2. 13. 

Col. 1. 72: 
Us Ui To myedpe owalmaeutd:ienm F o- 
7 with Dtyriats ag — Rom. 8. 26. 


on why we do: not fin, John 3. 5. 
God, is, as St. fobn 1 Pet, 1. 23+ 


ir 1 Pet. 2. 4- SEFY (PLZ 
— Vs divine gratte, potentior utique na- 
[ 2 tura, Tertull. 
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preſervation, the actual uſe and ex- 
Iu&, all our good praftice do rely 

iritual no leſs tl n of our natural life. . /f el. 104. 25 
troubled; if he doth ſubtratt his influence, 
- d uſt : upor all occaſions we do need his direc- 

+ for the way of man (as the Prophet laith) is not in Jer. 10. 2 
: himſelf, 
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Eph. 2. 18. good ſucceſs of our. 


Rom. 8. 26. have atceſs by one ſpirit unto. the. 
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rmities; forwe 
it ſelf intercedeth 


2 Cor. 12. 9+ tempta 10s, | 


AQs 13. 14» 
« 31, Fe 

and did walk in the comfort 

x Theſl. 1. 6. St. Paul concerning the Theſſalon [e wer 
Lord, receiving the word in much affliction w 
it the bleſſed Sarnts, Martyrs and Confeſſors | 
with admirable patience, -but_ incredible a 
meſt loſſes, ignominies and tort! 
the world could intlift on thi 
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of his ſociety, intluence and conſolation 
ious repaſt, and richeſt cordial of our foul; | 
the ſweeteſt foretaſt of Paradiſe. | 


. the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 


 & many, fo oreat; ; yea far more, far greater than, ſhould the time 
give me leave, I could enumerate or expreſs, are the benefits accruing 
to Us. From this walks exCellei We of God, by him gratiouſly conferred 
pon all good Chriſtians; ior which we ſhould correſpondently endea- 
ſe, and thank him ; in all. our lives to 
ens for.it ; eſpecially by well uſing it to 
a) deltowed of enabling us to ſerve 
t ng-us from m_ of condudting 1 us to eternal ſalvation. 
' Let us earneſtly invite this Holy gueſt unto us, by our Prayers unto 
Bs, who hath promi ed to beſtow is Spirit upon thoſe, which asK 1 Jan Il» 33 
impart this lzving ſtream to every one, which thirfeth after it ; fer 1912 7: 37 
willingly r bony pms hearts, let us treat him with all find : dc 
age, with all humble obſervance. Let us not exclude him by ſupine 
lect, or rugs » refiſtence ; let us not grieve him by our perverſe and A&: 7. 51. 
-haviour toward him; let us not tempt him by our fond.pre- "os; 4: 3% 
ump or baſe treacheries ; let us not quench his heavenly light and AD 4. 6. 
heat Jy cur foul luſts and paſſions: But letus admit gladly his gentle illap- * Th<-5-15: 
ES, ns us: £ ruoiony' to his fe uthfi al ſuggeſtions; Jet us comply with his 
tindly motio emean our ſelves 1 eſtly, conſiſtently , 'and 
fciouſly toward him ; that we may fo doe, G God of his infinite mercy 
_ grant unto us, through ſu Chriſt our Lord; to whom with the ſame 
Zhol ly Spirit for ever be all glory, and praiſe. "Amen. 


0 God, the frength of all them, that put their truſt in thee, merci full 
accept our prayers ; and becauſe through the weakneſs of our mortal nature 
we can doe. #0 good thing, without thee, grant us the help of thy grace, that 

ir of thy commandments we may pleaſe thee both in will and deed, 
through Jeſus rift our Lord, Amen. 
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AZ Sin and Puniſhment,page 

: 499, 410. 

Afﬀflictions. The Benefits thereof, 
45, 50, 415. How born, 70, 96, 
169, 380, 31. | 

Afflictions ( Natural) 96. 

Angels. Miniſtring Spirits, 225. 

Anger, how avoided, 149. 


Aumtexcia. The Import of that word, | 


Philip. IV. x7. 49, 50: 
B 


oxi. 449, 450, 454 Grace 


therein communicated, 461, 
526. 
Biſhops. Their Preſidency, 272, GC. 


C 


Allings as referred to Chriſti- 

4 ans, 227. The Excellency and 

Reward of Induſtry therein. Ibid. 

Calling. Gentleman and Scholar's 
Calling, 239, 247. 

Canaanites Sin and Puniſhment, 41s. 


VOLUME. 


| Ceremonies of the Chriſtian Church, 


28T. | 
Charity, 232, 361. Oar obligation 
to the Prattice from Chriſt's Ex- 
ample, 30. The Joy and Content 
| #n the Exerciſe, 106, 131. 74- 
creaſed by:Knowledge of our ſelves 
and imperfettions, 144. 
Chriſt's Living, Abiding, Dwelling, 
being Formed in us ; the meaning 


of thoſe Phraſes in the Holy SCrip- 
ture, 28. 


Chriſt's Name. 
done in it, 1. 

Chriſt's Natzwity, 491, &c. Great- 
neſs of that Feſtival, aud how to 
be expreſſed, 495, 504. 

Church Governours and Government, 
271. The obedience to them, 2.79. 

Church Diſcipline, 291. 

Civility and Courtefie. Non-compli- 
ance therein by whom thought to 
bring an imputation on Religion, 
385, 386. 

Clemens Romanus ca/ed by Cle- 


Every thing to be 


to the Corinthians. Ibid. 
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mens Alexandrinus a» Apoſtle, 
458. A Charatter of his Epiſtle 
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A Table of Things, or the Chicf Matters 


 Cuſtome i» Sin. The Power and 


bius and Hierom's Note of 7ts 
being anciently read publickly in 
Churches, Ibid. 
Company. Good Company a Reme- 
dy againſt Diſcontent, 106. 
Company. Bad Company ; The dan- 
ger and remedy, 386. | 


Compliance. The miſchiefs of aſe | 


Compliance, JZ75- 
Conſideration, 137, 138. 
Contentment, 49. The atts where- 

init aRberk 

62, 65, 66, 68, 98, 107. 
Conſcience. 4 good Conſcience, and 

Benefits thereof, 89, 180, 348, 

351, 365. The Excellence of it 

to Content, TOI, ION. 
Conſcience. The methods ſome uſe 

to delude it, 183. Depraved by 
cuſtomary fin, 188. ” 
Conſcience preferred by Heathens 

before Honour, 380. 

Conſcience. A Scrupulous Conſcience, 

2.92. 

Converſation. Rules for zt, 343. 

Covetouſneſs, how avoided, 150. 

Cuſtome, and Example. The vain 
pleas from them againſt Religion, 


387. 


\ 


| 


Remedy, 177, 178. 
m 
D 
Ealings. God's Dealings with 
men ſhew his Tuſtite, and the 


Influences Conſideration thereof 
ſhould have on them, 432. 


Death. Benefits thereof, 85, 170. | 


Death. The Wiſedom in Contempla- 
tion thereof, to Philoſophers, 180. 

Death of Friends how born, 73, 74- 

Death. After Death probably no 
remembrance of things in this life, 
160: 

ec of Reward and Puniſhment 


, 51. How learnt,| 


| 


; 
| 
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Devotion. Publick and Private. 
347- 


| Devotion, ay excelent inſtrument of 


Contentment, 105. 
Diſcipline. Charch Diſcipline, 29x. 


pr 


Cclefiaſtical Orders. Their Dz- 
flindtion and Antiquity, 272. 
Empires ruined Ly neglett of Religi- 
0n, 388, 389. | 
Employment. AHoneſt Employment 
'\. an Inſtrument to Content, 105. 
Emulation. - Power thereof to excite 
to wertue, 24. 
Endeavours (our own) neceſſary to 
Happineſs, 40, 207, 208. 
Envy. Fear of being envied for 
_ being Religious. The Miſchief 
and Abſurdity, 377, 378. 


| Example. Zumane Example ; the 


Imperfedtion, J2. 

Example of Chriſt to be imitated, 
5, T3, I4q, 27,28, 3I, 32, 480. 
Examples of ZZoly Perſons in Scriy- 
ture exceed all others for Excel- 
lence, 26. | 

Examples. Good Examples beſt di- 
rect Pradtice, 17. Their particu- 
lar advantage above Precepts , 

|, $6, 0G 309, 352. 

Example. - he Power , 359, 360, 

3Sz, 300. 

Example. (Bad) Miſchiefs thence 
to Religion, 390. 

Example. Oar Duty to ſet, and fol- 
low good Example, 16. Our obl;- 
gation herein either intimated, 
or ſuppoſed in Scripture, Tbid. 

Examples 2u a Ages to learn ty, 
I'6. 

Excommunucation, 2.89, 290, 306, 


k 


hereafter, 196. 
Delay in matters of Religion. The 

Danger and Folly, 185, 193. 
DetraCion of others how prevented, 
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Aith 2x God and Chriſt, 19. an 
effettual means of Foy and Con- 
tent, 128, 208, 209. | 
Faith. Nature thereof, 266. The 
Power, 482. 

; Fear 


contained in the 


— he. ended. 


Third Volume. 


Fear of God, The Duty and Obliga- 
tion to'the ſame, 397. 

Fear. The Prejudice to Religzon 

' from baſe Fear, 375, 376, 393, 

ra? God the Special Objett of 
Fear, 376- | 

Feſtivals, ( Feiviſh . and C hriſtian ) 
their Commembration, and Cor- 
reſpondence, 52.2. the proper Bu- 
fineſs on Feſtivals, 491. 


Flattery, the Sin, Miſchief, and 


 Remed)y, 141. 
Floud, ſending thereof the Goodyeſs 


* 


. of God therein, 411. 
G 


FIHoſt. Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
'Þ 521. Nature, and Benefits 
thereof, 523. | 

_ God's Attributes, 258, Sc. 40z. 

Obligations for Duty to Him 

.  _thene, 40. 

God's Omniſcience, an high Argu- 
ment to ſincerity, 180. A great 

. Preſervative againſt al} Sin, x 52. 

Goodneſs of God. That Attribute 

proved, and applied, 399. & in 

ſeq. 416, 417. 

Goſpel. Some Nations being in igno- 

 rance thereof, no Argument againſ? 
a Divine Providence, or Univer- 
ſal Redemption, 452, 469. &c. 

Grace. Danger in abuſe thereof by 

- Delay of Repentance, 190. 

Grace of God, 459. - _ 

Grace. Communication, and Effeits 


© thereef in Heathen, 462, &. | 


Grace... Previous Diſpofitions requi- 


red to the receiving thereof, 474. | 


Grace. When a Perſon u 7n a ſtate 
of Grace, 486. 
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- | Deprees thereof, 196. 
Mhgnttnls Conſideration of Fature 
Happineſs a ſovereign means to 

Content, 102, © NEE 
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r. TAppineſs.. Future Happineſs. 


appineſs ſought from remembrance 
f this Life's ſhortneſs, 1731. 
To Hear in Scripture-language - 
implies to obſerve attentively , 
' 136: | | 
Hearers. The Charatters of Reli- 
 gious Hearers, 493, 294. | 
Heart to be Kept with all diligence, 
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eart ( deceitful,) 138, 153, 

Heart, the chief Seat of the Soul 
according to Ariſtotle, 135. 

Hereſie, 282. 

Hierufalem. Deſtrufion thereof no 
Argument againſt Divine Provi- 
dence, 414, 415. 

Hypocriſie, 344. . How awided, 
179. | 

H aſe Whence YVertue ſomes 
times ſo miſcalled, and how born, 
382, 383-- 

Holy Life promoted by knowledge of 
our own Hearts, 148, 152. 

Honour. True Honour how attained, 
209, 221, 222. 

Honour i Religion, 379, 428. 
Honour and Delight in Religion , 
and Learning, 251, 252, &c: 
Honour. Worldly Honour. The Vas 


nity, 158. 
Honeſty, and publick Behaviour , - 
b #Z 43 v K b- ( 
Hope, 218. Advantage thereof 


in Aﬀtifions, 83. the Foy from 

| Thence, 230,139. I 

Humility of Chriſt, 42, 43. Learnt 
from hu Example, 34. 

Humility, 267. procares Content | 
IOI, I06. 
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TFEſus; the Name, 488. Extent 
Jy of the Salvation by Him, and 
| ©. on what Accounts, 455, GC. 

Ignorance. Miſchiefs arifing from 


- ignorance of our ſelves, 140 
Ignorance of Mankind before Chriſt's 
_—__— 
Impartiality, 4 Divine Attribute, 
| | 421, QC. ; w | 
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Indifferency is Matters of Religjo! 
the "Danger, 396. 

Induſtry, 203. 4 doantages there- 
in. , 

Induſtry i our Calling as C hriſtians, 
2 

Fojuries Chriſt 2he Example of 
bearing them, and our Duty of 
Imitation, o_ I2I. 

Joy. Spiritual Joy, 491. 

Toclites God's Grodreh to them in 
his Tudgments, 412, 413. 

Judgment. Future Judgment, 2.66. 
Impartiality thereof , 429. the 
Effet to Reformation, 180, 184. 

Judgments of God unſearchable, 2 57. 

Juſtice to our Neighbour, the Obli- 
gation thence to a Holy Life, 363. 

Divine Juſtice in puniſhing illuſtrates 
- the Divine Mercy, 407, 408. 
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Ings, the 7 OY and Obedi-| 
ence to them, 434- 
Knowledge. {mperfection thereas in 
this State, 259, 318, 319, 320. 
the Univerſal Love of Knowledge, 
IJ39., 
nowiidge of our "Gioia conducive 
to the underſtanding the Nature 


of Mankind, 152. neceſſary. ao 


to. the governing our ſelves, 153: 


Knowledge. Secular X nowledge, the) 


Vanity thereof, x65- + 
Knowledge of our Jelves, 138. 
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| has” > | how attained, 247. 


Benefits thereof, 300. 


fares of our Life not a ſubjett for 
Prayer gchar to many of the 
Fathers, 155. 
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6, 7, 9, 10, 66, 67, 68, J23-: 
Midraſh, or M4 h/tical Senſe in the 


01d 7, Sfp the Ancient Jews - 


conſtant belief thereof, 514. 
Miniſters, 269. 
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374s. 
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Patience, x10. * Chriſt the Perfett | 
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Peace: No P eace to the Wicked, 
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Pelagians, their Pretended Parity, 
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Reſolution. The Power, 194. Ne- 
ceſſity, 360, KC. 375, 393 

Revelation. Nature thereof, 260. 

Revenge, and Love of Enemies,113, 
I14, L15, It6. 
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Sacrilege, 2.56. 

Saints. Who ſtyled in the Goſpel, 3 55. 
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in Scripture, 454- 

Schiſmaticks, 277, b7Þ, 2.92. 

Scholar's Ca/ling, 2.46. 
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Scripture. Jnterpretation of Holy 
Scripture, 295, 296, 298. The 
Duty of Reading, Hearing and 
Prattifing the Scriptures, 38. 
The great Benefits from the Ex- 
amples therein propounded, 2.1. 

Self-complacence, 327. 

Self-conceit and Confidence , 
14* 4 

Self-denial, 9 
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Self-love, 142, 143, 309» 349, 347 

Self-will, 328, 329- 

Self- praiſe, 338, 340. 

Servants of Chriſt. Why CG 
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105. Refiſtence thereof brings be- 


The Folly, 


3I6, 


nefft to Vertue and Religion, 393,| 


94, 395: 
Eh; Remembrance of the ſhart- 


” of Life conducive to attain it, 


Singulair 
WAATET Jane 


of the jkativs 
# Religion, 'Folly 


- 


— 


Sloth, I9 93- 
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' Lant and unpradticable, as framed 
not according to the nature of Man, 
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zance of thoſe words, 154, GC. 
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Vertue and Yice compared, 201. 

Union with Chriſt. Scripture Ac- 
count thereof, 2.6. 
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Atching. The Duty, 137. 
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World's Creaz;on and Harmony, de- 

clare the Divine Providence, 
OI. 

Worldly-mindednefs, 84, 157.. 

Worldly-things. Overvaluing them 

| an occaſion of Diſcontent, 107. 

Works. Rewards ( hereafter ) ac+ 
cording to them, 421, 


YL 


- 


Outh. 7 he ſeaſonableneſs there- 
of to be religious in, 198, GC. 


C 


” a in Religion. 
| 


. 
— FOE SD rt Bees FEED MECH VB" hn FROW® - WS 4 
— wn. 
H 
% 
4 
h 
* 
* 
and ——— Pe 
—_—_ wy 
PICASA = 
* 
* 
- 
5 
* 
o 
. 
. 
£ 
& ; 
es , 
# 


—_—_ Vo 


CY a= 


